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Board Priority:
Provide community leadership to prepare for and minimize 
the impacts of Public Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS) events on 
residents and local businesses by providing timely and 
accurate public information, prioritizing and advocating for 
the hardening of critical public safety and 
telecommunications infrastructure, and assisting people with 
disabilities and older adults.



Objective:
Provide Nevada County with timely and accurate Public 
Safety Power Shutoff Information. 

Performance Measures:
Maintain ongoing and timely dialogue with electric utility 
providers to reduce impacts of de-energizations on residents 
and the local economy.



Objective:
Build resilience amongst residents and infrastructure in the 
face of recurring Public Safety Power Shutoffs. 

Performance Measures:
Prepare local residents, first responders and County decision 
makers through planning and education.



2019 PSPS Events
• 24 September: 48,000 customers
• 9 October: 43,217 customers/1,816 Medical Baseline 
• 23 October: 37,000 customers, Medical Baseline 1,630, Critical 

Facilities: 210
• 29 October: 28,210 customers, Medical Baseline 1,217, Critical 

Facilities: 177
• 29 October: Director of Emergency Services declared local emergency



2019 PSPS Impacts on Nevada County
• Medical concerns 
• Reduced community services
• Food insecurity
• Hospital challenges
• Auxiliary power generation challenges
• Failed telecommunications in Red Flag conditions
• School closures
• Significant fiscal impacts to the business community and the County



2020 Actions to Mitigate PSPS Impacts 
• Board prioritized mitigating PSPS impacts
• OES included PSPSP mitigation objective in 2020 Wildfire Evacuation Preparedness Action Plan 
• Working with PG&E. Requested the following commitments:

oReenergize Nevada City 
oReenergize Grass Valley
o Enhance communications at all levels, including:

oOrganizations supporting residents with disabilities and older adults
oBusiness community

oProvide information that is accessible by all 
oContinue to support FREED with hotel, battery, and transportation support
o Extend Community Resource Center hours, or providing overnight stays
o Provide accessible, indoor Community Resource Centers































Questions?


