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Board of Supervisors Special Meeting Program 
February 15, 2024

• 9:00 AM Chair will start the meeting

• Staff Presentation

• Applicant Presentation 

Public Comment:

• Speakers will need a speaker number (available at the staff table in the Lobby)

• Speakers will line up in groups of 10

• Speakers are limited to up to 3 minutes each

• Once you spoken, please return to your seat or exit the Chambers

• Once all speakers have had the opportunity to address the Board of Supervisors, the Chair will close public comment. If 
necessary, to accommodate all those wishing to speak, the public hearing may continue on Friday at 9:00 AM.

Next Steps:

• Oncer Public Comment is closed, the Board of Supervisors will deliberate and make a determination.

• If the meeting does not finish on Thursday, the meeting will continue where it left off on Friday, February 16th at 9:00 
AM.
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Idaho-Maryland Mine 
Rise Grass Valley Project

Special Meeting Nevada County Board of Supervisors Thursday, 

February 15th , 2024

Project Planners:

Kyle Smith – Senior Planner, Nevada County

Nick Pappani – Vice President, Raney Planning & Management

File No.: PLN19-0176; EIR19-0001; CUP19-0004; RZN19-0002; VAR19-0003; MGT19-0039; MGT19-0040;

MGT20-0009; MGT20-0010; MGT20-0011; MGT20-0012; MGT20-0013; LLA20-0006; AAM21-0002; MIS22-0019
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Presentation Overview

• Introduction and Project Description (Planning Staff)

• Environmental Impact Report and CEQA (Nick Pappani)

• General Plan/Zoning Consistency (Planning Staff)

• Recommendations (Planning Staff)
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Introduction

• The purpose of this meeting is to present the proposed Idaho-
Maryland Mine Project and Planning Commission
Recommendation to the Nevada County Board of Supervisors.

• Upon the close of the public hearing, based upon the
information presented and public testimony, the Nevada County
Board of Supervisors will make a project determination.
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Project Timeline

• November 2019 – Application received from Rise Grass Valley

• July-August 2020 – Notice of Preparation (NOP) is circulated 

• January-April 2022 – Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) circulation period 

• March – DEIR Public Comment Meeting is held

• December 2022 – Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) is released

• May 2023 – Planning Commission Project Hearing

• December 2023 – Vested Rights Hearing

• February 2024 – Board of Supervisors Project Hearing
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Project Sites
• Located in unincorporated Western Nevada County on two surface

properties:

• Brunswick Industrial Site
• Zoning: Light-Industrial (M1) – Site Performance Combining District (SP)
• General Plan: Industrial (IND)

• Centennial Industrial Site*
• Zoning: Light-Industrial (M1)
• General Plan: Industrial (IND)

• Project site’s surface components are comprised of approximately
175.64 acres

• Proposed project would involve underground mining within an
approximately 1,425-acre portion of the approximately 2,585-area
mineral rights boundary

*Centennial Industrial Site eliminated under EIR Alternative 2
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Brunswick Industrial Site
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Centennial Industrial Site
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Mineral Rights Boundary



10

Project Description
Generally, the proposed project would

include the following components:

• Dewatering the existing underground

mine workings;

• Underground mining at a depth of five

hundred (500) feet or more within

defined areas underlying the mineral

rights properties;

• Installation of a potable water pipeline

along East Bennett Road for

residential potable water supply
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Project Description (Continued) 

• Construction and operation of

aboveground processing and water

treatment facilities at the Brunswick

Industrial Site;

• Engineered fill placement for potential

future industrial pad development at the

Centennial* and the Brunswick

Industrial Sites;

• Reclamation of the project sites in

accordance with a proposed

Reclamation Plan (upon completion of

the eighty (80)-year mining).
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Project Description (Alternative 2)
Generally, Alternative 2 proposes to eliminate the

Centennial Industrial Site from the proposed project

and expand the fill pile at the Brunswick Industrial

Site:

• Alternative 2 would eliminate the Centennial

Industrial Site, and any related impacts, entirely from

the IMM Project.

• Eliminate truck trips between Brunswick and

Centennial Industrial Sites.

• Increase duration of engineered pad

construction at Brunswick Industrial Site

• Alternative 2 would still allow industrial uses to be

developed at the Brunswick Industrial Site.
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Entitlement Applications
Implementation of the proposed project would require the following discretionary

actions by the County:

 Rezone

 Variance

 Use Permit

 Reclamation Plan and Financial Assurance Cost Estimate

 Management Plans*

 Amendment to the Final Map for Bet Acres

 Boundary Line Adjustment

 Development Agreement

*Not all Management Plans would be required for Proposed Alternative 2 (e.g. Fault Zone)
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Environmental Impact Report

• NOP released on July 17, 2020, for public review and scoping meeting held on July 27, 2020.

• Raney and County prepared Draft Environmental Impact Report

• DEIR released on January 4, 2022, for public review

• Initial review period of 60 days extended to 91 days on February 7, 2022

• DEIR was prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines and evaluates all CEQA topics

• DEIR identified several potentially significant impacts
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Environmental Impact Report Continued

• Feasible mitigation measures identified to reduce the following potentially significant impacts

to a less-than-significant level:

• Air Quality, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, and Energy;

• Biological Resources;

• Cultural and Tribal Cultural Resources;

• Geology and Soils;

• Hazards and Hazardous Materials;

• Hydrology and Water Quality;

• Noise (off-site haul truck traffic noise; operational noise and vibration);

• Transportation (hazards related to construction traffic); and

• Wildfire



17

Significant and Unavoidable Impacts

DEIR determined that the proposed project would result in significant and unavoidable impacts, even
with incorporation of feasible mitigation, to:

• Aesthetics;

• Noise (temporary construction noise along East Bennett Road); and

• Transportation (e.g., intersections).
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Alternatives
The DEIR included analysis of four alternatives and considered but dismissed another five

alternatives. The four alternatives analyzed include:

• Alt. 1: No Project (No Build)

• Alt. 2: Elimination of Centennial Industrial Site and Expansion of Brunswick Fill Pile

• Alt 3: Expansion of Centennial Engineered Fill Pile and Elimination of Brunswick Engineered

Fill Pile

• Alt 4: Reduced Throughput

• Environmentally Superior Alternative Alternative 2
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Public Comments on the DEIR

• During the 91-day public comment period of the DEIR, the County received:

• 12 comments letters from agencies

• 32 letters from groups

• 2,821 individual comment letters

• Comments at the DEIR Comment Hearing
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Final EIR
All comments received on the DEIR were addressed in the Final EIR.

• The Final EIR includes 38 Master Responses to address concerns repeatedly expressed in

DEIR comments.

• The Final EIR includes all revisions to the DEIR text based upon comments received.

• Revisions included clarifying existing mitigation measures and additional background

information and analysis.

• Recirculation of the DEIR is not required pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15088.5.

• The Final EIR was released to the public on December 16, 2022.
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Findings of Fact & Statement of Overriding Considerations

Pursuant to PRC 21002 and Guidelines 15091, an agency should not approve a project unless

the public agency makes one or more written findings for each of the significant effects

identified in the EIR.

Pursuant to Guidelines 15093, when determining whether to approve a project for which

significant and unavoidable impacts have been identified, the lead agency must balance the

project benefits and whether they outweigh the unavoidable environmental effects.
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General Plan Inconsistency

Project can be found to be inconsistent with General Plan Central Theme 1:

1. Fostering a rural quality of life (Central Theme 1);

2. Sustaining a quality environment (Central Theme 2);

3. Development of a strong, diversified, sustainable local economy (Central Theme 3); and,

4. Planned land use patterns will determine the level of public services appropriate to the 

character, economy and environment of each region (Central Theme 4).
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General Plan Inconsistency
Project can be found to be inconsistent with the following General Plan Goals and Policies:

• Policy 1.1.1 – Maintain a distinct boundary between Rural and Community Regions.
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General Plan Inconsistency (cont.) 
• Policy 1.1.2 – The General Plan divides the County

into Community Regions and Rural Regions. [...]

Within the Rural Regions, growth is limited to those

types and densities of development which are

consistent with the open, rural, lifestyle, pastoral

character and natural setting and surrounding land

use patterns which exists in these areas.

• Policy 1.3.2 – Within the Rural Regions, growth is

provided for only those types and densities of

development which are consistent with the open,

pastoral character which exists in these areas. […]

These uses require and support lower levels of

service and through low density and intensity of use

and provide mutual benefits for the maintenance of a

rural character and preservation of natural resources.
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General Plan Inconsistency, Continued

• Policy 1.4.2 – Development within the Community

Regions shall be consistent with the overall rural

quality of life in the County, as demonstrated

through sensitivity to resource constraints,

provision of interwoven open space as a part of

development, and community design which

respects the small town or village character of the

Community Regions. These criteria shall be

accomplished through application of the

Comprehensive Site Design Standards in review

of discretionary and ministerial projects.

• Policy 17.6 – Encourage extraction of mineral

resources in compatible areas prior to intensified

urbanization or conversion to other incompatible

land use development.
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Rezone Findings

To approve a variance, specific findings are required as set forth in Nevada County Land Use and

Development Code (LUDC) Section L-II 5.9.G:

1. The proposed amendment is consistent with and furthers the goals, objectives, policies, and

implementation measures of the General Plan and the provisions of this Code;

2. The proposed amendment will not be detrimental to the public interest, health, safety,

convenience, or welfare of the County;

3. For General Plan land use map and zoning district map amendments, the site is physically suitable

for the requested Plan designation(s) and zoning district(s) and anticipated land use development(s).

Factors considered to evaluate suitability shall include access, provision of public facilities and

utilities, compatibility with nearby land uses, and presence or absence of resources and constraints

as found in the Resource Standards.
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Variance Findings

To approve a variance, specific findings are required as set forth in Government Code Section

65906 and Nevada County LUDC (Section L-II 5.7.E):

1. Not constitute granting of special privilege

2. Special circumstances applicable to the property exist

3. Not adversely affect public health, safety, or welfare, integrity and character of the District

4. Consistent with General Plan, including allowed uses in the Industrial General Plan land use

designation.
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Planning Commission Special Meeting

The Nevada County Planning Commission held a duly noticed Special Meeting on May 10th and

May 11th, 2023.

• Project presentations by staff and applicant team

• Public comment on project proposal

• Approximately 100 oral comments

• Approximately 900 pages of written comments

• Planning Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to recommend the Board of Supervisors deny

the proposed project
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Planning Commission Recommendation

The Planning Commission Recommendation includes not certifying the EIR, denial of the

Rezone and Variance, and taking no action on the remaining entitlements based upon:

• The proposed project has been found to be inconsistent with several of the General Plan

Goals and Policies.

• The intensity of the operations exceed those that are compatible with the rural character of

the surrounding semi-rural area.

• Regarding the requested Variance for the height of several above ground facilities, it does

not appear that the applicant has demonstrated that there are special circumstances

applicable to the subject property including size, shape, topography, location or surroundings.
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Recommended Project Actions

The Planning Commission recommends that the Board of Supervisors take the following

actions:
• Environmental Action: Not certify the Final Environmental Impact Report and find the project statutorily exempt

pursuant to Section 15270(a) of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines because CEQA does

not apply to projects which a public agency rejects or disapproves.

• Project Action: Adopt the attached Resolution to deny the Rezone (RZN19-0002) for the parcels located at the

Brunswick Industrial Site from Light-Industrial with Site Performance Combining District (M1-SP) to Light Industrial

with Mineral Extraction Combining District (M1-ME), based on the findings contained within the attached Resolution

(Attachment 1).

• Project Action: Adopt the attached Resolution to deny the Variance (VAR19-0003) for the construction of several

structures up to a height of one hundred sixty-five (165) feet, where forty-five (45) feet is required, pursuant to the

Light Industrial Zoning District (Nevada County LUDC, Section L-II 2.5 – Industrial Uses, Table L-II 2.5.E), based on

the findings contained within the attached Resolution (Attachment 1).

• Project Action: Take no action on the following project entitlements: Development Agreement (MIS22-0019), Use

Permit with a Reclamation Plan (CUP19-0004) for uses and facilities over the eighty (80)-year permit life consist

with the project described in the Environmental Impact Report, Management Plans (MGT19-0039, MGT19-0040,

MGT20-0009, MGT20-0010, MGT20-0011, MGT20-0012, MGT20-0013), Boundary Line Adjustment (LLA20-0006),

Parcel Map Amendment (AAM21-0002).
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Extra Slides
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East Bennett Road Potable Water Line

• Prior to commencement of initial mine dewatering, project applicant will install a 

buried potable water pipeline along East Bennett Road to connect up to 30 

properties to NID’s potable water system (MM 4.8-2(c)).

• Pipeline will be approximately 1.25-mile long, 8 inches in diameter, and 

contained within existing ROW. 

• Connection to the pipeline would be voluntary. 
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East Bennett Road Potable Water Line
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Brunswick Industrial Site

Water Treatment Plant (Initial and Ongoing Dewatering of Mine)

• Mine currently flooded Pump groundwater into on-site pond for removal of total

suspended solids (iron and manganese

• Treatment of mine groundwater at on-site Water Treatment Plant

• Filter iron and manganese from groundwater to State standards

• Permitted through State Regional Water Quality Control Board

• Ongoing monitoring required; quarterly monitoring reports to RWQCB

• Discharge treated water into South Fork Wolf Creek
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Brunswick Industrial Site

• Underground Mining

• Mine development in nonmineralized “barren rock” (i.e., nongold bearing) 

= 500 tons per day                  create tunnels to access mineralized rock

• Tunneling and blasting in mineralized rock 

• Process Plant

• Gold recovery 

• Sand tailings

• Cement Paste Backfill

• Brunswick Shaft and Headframe

• On-site Detention 

• Engineered Fill Pad
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Brunswick Industrial Site Building Summary
Table 4

Building Summary

Building Gross Area (square feet) Maximum Height (feet)

Brunswick Shaft Complex

Headframe 2,600 165

Shaft building 1,700 25

Conveyor and raise building 700 17

Rock truck loading 1,700 20

Hoist building 2,800 50

Electrical building 800 15

Mine compressor building 1,600 20

Process Plant Area

Process plant 29,200 64

Process plant addition 7,300 26

Generator building 3,900 20

Warehouse/Office Area

Warehouse 28,900 27

Changeroom and office building 24,600 30

Water treatment plant 8,500 26

Machinery building 1,600 20

Service Shaft Complex

Shaft building 2,700 24

Headframe (located in shaft building) – 80

Hoist building 2,800 50

Electrical building 800 15

Machinery building 1,600 20

Security building 2,400 15
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Brunswick Industrial Site Grading Plan (Northern 
Portion of Site)

Brunswick 

Headframe

Process 

Plant

Water Treatment 

Plant

Warehouse

Service 

Headframe

Truck 

Loading

East Bennett 

Road Access

S. Fork Wolf Creek 

Discharge Point
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Brunswick Industrial Site Proposed Buildings

Process Plant Elevation (Front)

Process Plant (Rear Elevation)
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Brunswick Industrial Site Proposed Buildings

Brunswick Shaft Headframe Building (Front and Rear Elevations)



41

Site Development Standards Lighting
• Nevada County Land Use and 

Development Code, Section L-II 4.2.8 -

Lighting

• Brunswick Industrial Site – 41 pole 

mounted LED Lights – 15 feet tall

• Minimize light pollution and light 

tress pass

• Lighting to be downcast and fully 

shielded

• Condition of Approval A.16

• All lighting to meet downcast and 

shielded

• All lighting to comply with 

International Dark Sky Association 

Standards
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Site Development Standards Landscaping
• Preliminary Landscaping Plans prepared by Brunswick Industrial Site

• Nevada County Land Use and Development Code, Section L-II 4.2.7(E)

• Final Landscaping Plan required (COA A.18 & MM 4.1-2)
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Brunswick Industrial Site Sections
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Brunswick Industrial Site Grading Plan (Full Site)
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Centennial Industrial Site Plan

• Fill would not be placed 

within 100-year floodplain 

limits of Wolf Creek. 

• On-site Detention
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Centennial Industrial Cross-Sections
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Rezone

• Request to Rezone the Brunswick parcels from Light Industrial, Site Performance
Combining District (M1-SP) to Light Industrial with Mineral Extraction Combing
District (M1-ME)

• The ME combining district allows for surface mining facilities related to underground
mining operations
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Use Permit
Request for a Use Permit for facilities and uses over the 80-year permit life, including:

• Construction of potable water pipeline
• Dewatering and water treatment facilities
• Construction of aboveground facilities at the Brunswick site
• Underground mining
• Gold mineralization and rock processing
• Placement of engineered fill at the Centennial Industrial Site and Brunswick

Industrial Site
• Transportation of engineered fill
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Reclamation Plan

• Centennial Industrial Site

o 37-acre engineered fill pad

o 12 acres of Open Space

• Brunswick Industrial Site

o 21-acre engineered fill pad

o Industrial buildings to remain

o 59 acres of Open Space
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Reclamation Plan and Financial Assurance Cost Estimate

The applicant has submitted a Reclamation Plan and Financial Assurance Cost Estimate
(FACE) to reclaim the project-related surface disturbance to a condition suitable for
future industrial uses and open space.

FACE includes:
• 100% of all of the reclamation cost for the first full year of mining
• Cost of all drainage improvements and erosion control

FACE shall be adjusted annually
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Management Plans
Seven Management Plans were prepared for the proposed Project, including:

1-2. Water Resources/Riparian Areas Management Plans for Centennial and Brunswick Industrial Sites

3 Centennial Industrial Site Habitat Management Plan for the Pine Hill Flannelbush

4-5 Steep Slopes and High Erosion Potential for Centennial and Brunswick Industrial Sites

6 Idaho Maryland Mine – Portion of Brunswick Industrial Site: Management Plan for Potential Seismic Hazards

7 Rise Grass Valley Inc. Floodplain Management Plan for Centennial Industrial Site of the Idaho-Maryland Mine
Project
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Amendment to the Final Map for Bet Acres and Boundary 
Line Adjustment

• The amendment to the Final for Bet Acres would remove the “200-foot building
setback from fault.”

• The Minor Boundary Line Adjustment would reconfigure the property lines on the
Brunswick site so that proposed buildings do not cross property lines.
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Development Agreement

• A Development Agreement between the applicant and Nevada County would
establish the necessary processes for the payment of Cents Per Ton for roadway
maintenance and other public benefits.

• The Development Agreement would also ensure that the project can proceed
consistent with all applicable plans, policies, ordinances, and regulations.

• Remain in effect for 20 years, with two possible ten-year extensions.
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Groundwater Monitoring Wells


















































