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Michael Johnson 
Account Executive 
 
610 Opperman Drive 
Eagan, MN 55123 
Phone: 651-244-3592 
Fax: 651-848-6909 
Michael.t.johnson@tr.com 

April 19, 2019 
Denise Harben- Clifford Newell 
Nevada County District Attorney 
201 Commercial Street 
Nevada City, CA 95959 

 

RE: Sole Source Designation—Thomson Reuters Westlaw Edge 

Dear Mr. Newell-Ms. Harben: 

Thomson Reuters is pleased to provide you with information concerning Westlaw. The purpose of this 
letter is to confirm that Thomson Reuters is the sole source provider for the exclusive content, features, 
and services listed herein.  

West Publishing Corporation, a Thomson Reuters business, is the foremost provider of integrated 
information solutions to the U.S. legal market, and has been providing research materials to the legal and 
professional community for more than 145 years.  

Our newest offering, Westlaw Edge, provides the next generation of legal search, the most advanced citator 
service, the easiest way to see statutory changes, and integrated litigation analytics, all powered by state-
of-the-art artificial intelligence and built upon more than 100 years of editorial enhancements.   

Westlaw Edge provides access to the following exclusive features: 

▪ WestSearch Plus—Find immediate answers to thousands of legal questions and dynamically filter your 
results to only the most relevant resources. Only WestSearch Plus has sophisticated typeahead 
functionality that produces suggested questions across thousands of legal topics. Westlaw Edge is the 
only legal research solution that presents responsive text directly from relevant documents rather than 
simply presenting a list with highlighted search terms. 

▪ KeyCite Overruling Risk—Know whether a document may no longer be good for at least one point of 
law based on its reliance on an overruled or otherwise invalid prior decision. Westlaw Edge is the only 
legal research solution that includes warnings on implicitly overruled or abrogated cases. Westlaw Edge 
leverages state-of-the-art artificial intelligence, built upon more than 100 years of editorial 
enhancements, to provide significantly more warnings. 

▪ Statutes Compare—Quickly understand how a statute has changed over time to easily see the most 
recent changes and compare any two versions instantly. Statutes Compare provides coverage for all 
statutory content with versions, not just select practice areas. Users can download, print, or email the 
comparison. No other legal research solution provides this statutes compare functionality. 

▪ Litigation Analytics—View detailed data-driven insights on judges, courts, attorneys, law firms, and 
case types across most practice areas to develop the best case strategy possible. Superior granularity to 
filter results by 13 different motion types, as well as our exclusive, customizable “search within” option 
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to enter your own filter within a filter.  Only Litigation Analytics searches across the full-text of related 
trial documents, to find arguments, issues, and fact patterns applicable to the case. 

Westlaw also provides legal researchers with access to exclusive resources, proprietary tools, and 
technology that no other research provider can offer, including: 

▪ Authoritative content—With the most trusted primary law resources and leading analytical titles that 
are cited most often in court—all in one place and always available—researchers have access to all of 
the relevant information they need to answer a legal question.  

▪ Attorney-editor enhancements—For more than a century, our attorney-editors have been analyzing, 
summarizing, and classifying the law. By developing proprietary innovations like the West Key Number 
System, KeyCite, headnotes, and notes of decisions, we make the content better organized and 
connected so it’s easier for researchers to find accurate answers quickly.  

▪ Industry-defining technology—Our research innovations, such as WestSearch, the award-winning 
mobile app, Folder Analysis, Research Recommendations, Law Summaries, and Graphical Statutes 
connect content and our proprietary analysis of the law in unparalleled ways so that legal professionals 
can conduct research faster and with more accuracy. Advanced, yet intuitive, easy-to-use functionality 
also helps researchers be more efficient.  

Exclusive Content 

▪ Westlaw’s California Secondary Sources: • The Rutter Group California Practice Guides™: Forms, 
tips, and strategies designed to give California practitioners step-by-step guidance for virtually any 
topic or procedure in California law. • The Witkin Library: Expert analysis, skillful case selection and 
classification, and a critical examination of sources explain statutory law and caselaw in every 
important area of California practice – civil and criminal, substantive and procedural. • Miller & 
Starr Library: Includes several content sets, including Miller & Starr California Real Estate, which is 
the state’s most widely used and judicially recognized real estate treatise from California’s foremost 
real property experts. • California Jurisprudence Index: Exclusive index for fast research of 
comprehensive, practical advice that contains collateral references to major authorities on 
California law, editorial summaries of each topic covered, and treatment of relevant federal law. 
Analysis integrates constitutional, statutory, judicial, and administrative law. 

▪ West Key Number System—The West Key Number System is the master classification system of U.S. 
law and is widely regarded as the cornerstone of effective legal research. It helps users to quickly locate 
and identify cases with the same or similar legal concepts in any jurisdiction in the U.S.  

▪ National Reporter System—Since 1879, our National Reporter System has compiled and organized 
federal and state case law into a cohesive body of law that can be researched within and across 
jurisdictions.  

▪ Editorial Enhancements—For more than a century, West attorney-editors have been providing editorial 
enhancements to case law, statutes, and other legal materials, which includes providing the most 
exhaustive verification and correction process in the legal publishing and information industry. No other 
research service can match West’s editorial experience. 

▪ Regulations with Editorial Enhancements—Westlaw offers a comprehensive and efficient federal 
regulatory research system that provides researchers with the tools to complete their regulations 
research more efficiently and with complete confidence.  

▪ PastStat Locator— With PastStat Locator, users can view prior versions of sections in USCA, as well as 
prior versions of statutes for select states. In all jurisdictions, PastStat Locator can rebuild the Table of 
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Contents and show how it existed on a particular date. It can also identify when a statute or 
amendment has a future activation date, or when a statute or amendment is due to lapse.  

▪ Graphical Statutes/Interactive Timeline— Graphical Statutes revolutionizes statute research by 
charting legislative changes and linking related documents in an easy-to-read display. From a single 
screen, researchers can easily track changes in the law, locate relevant legislative history materials, read 
important case law, and check for possible amendments. Graphical Statutes is available for USCA and 
the statutes for select states. 

▪ Complete Restatements of the Law—The restatements are principles of black letter law distilled from 
case law. Restatements on Westlaw provide a section’s black letter law, reporter’s notes, commentary, 
illustrations, and annotations in one document. First Restatements of the Law, available exclusively on 
Westlaw, can help researchers trace the evolution of a law, or an area of law, and aid in the 
interpretation of older cases that rely on First Restatement sections.  

▪ Uniform Laws Annotated (ULA)—The ULA provides an extensive reference to the text of uniform laws, 
prepared under the sponsorship of the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws 
and the American Law Institute. ULA examines acts recommended for adoption in all states, pinpoints 
state variations, and includes annotations to cases decided in adopting jurisdictions. 

▪ Corpus Juris Secundum (CJS)—CJS helps researchers understand unfamiliar areas of law by providing 
links to cases, statutes, regulations, key numbers, restatements, and more. CJS covers the full breadth 
and depth of the law, is cited to tens of thousands times by the courts, and is fully integrated with the 
West Key Number System. 

 

Exclusive Features and Services 

▪ Research Recommendations—Based upon documents the user has interacted with during their 
session, Westlaw will recommend additional primary and secondary law as well as Key Numbers.  

▪ Snapshots—Westlaw gives snapshots of companies, legal professionals, and popular statutes. 

▪ Folder Analysis—Westlaw makes suggestions, identifying the legal issues present through automatic 
analysis of cases and statutes in a folder. Users can view additional recommended cases and statutes, 
see a visual representation of issues, and navigate documents by issue.  

▪ Research Report— Westlaw assembles professional reports, summarizing research in users’ folders. 
Users can navigate reports with Table of Contents links, display all notations (including shared notes), 
and edit notes from the summary screen.  

▪ Best Portion—A navigation tool that identifies the "best” portion of a document when running a plain 
language search. 

▪ Visual Indicators—Westlaw helps researchers easily determine when they’ve already viewed or worked 
with a document. Icons for Already Viewed, Folders, and Notes help researchers to avoid retracing their 
steps. 

 

Thomson Reuters provides the intelligence, technology, and human expertise you need to find trusted 
answers in less time. I would be happy to further discuss Westlaw’s capabilities with you. If you have any 
questions concerning this document or require additional information, please do not hesitate to contact 
me.   
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Sincerely,  

 

 

Michael Johnson, J.D.  
Account Representative 
GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTS  

 
610 Opperman Drive 
Eagan, MN 55123 
D 651-244-6592 
F 651-848-6909 
T- 1-800-328-9378 

Michael.t.johnson@thomsonreuters.com 
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