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RESOLUTION IV o. 

OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF NEVADA 

RESOLUTION DESIGNATING THE DONNER CROSS, LOCATED 
IN FRONT OF 12047 DONNER PASS ROAD, TRUCKEE, CA 96161, 
AS NEVADA COUNTY HISTORICAL LANDMARK NEV 24-07 

WHEREAS, the Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission (NCHLC) was 
established in 1969 to promote the general welfare of Nevada County and its citizens through 
official recognition, recording, marking, preserving, and promoting the historical resources of 
Nevada County; and 

WHEREAS, the NCHLC has since sustained an active program of cataloging and 
recommending for designation historical sites and structures throughout Nevada County; and 

WHEREAS, the NCHLC accepts applications, processes and verifies applications for 
proposed historical landmark designation, and recommends said landmark designations for 
approval by the Nevada County Board of Supervisors; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors supports the promotion of the public health, safety, 
and general welfare by providing for the identification, protection, enhancement, perpetuation, 
and use of improvements, buildings, structures, signs, objects, features, sites, places, districts, and 
areas within the County that reflect special elements of the County 's architectural, artistic, 
cultural, engineering, aesthetic, historical, political, social, and ot~ier heritage, by allowing their 
registration as Nevada County Historical Landmarks for the following reasons: 

1. Safeguarding Nevada County's heritage as embodied and reflected in the Donner 
Cross and its influence on Nevada County's cultural and social history, and commemorating the 
valuable role it played in this community; and 

2. Encouraging public knowledge, understanding, and appreciation of Nevada 
County's history as reflected in its heritage; and 

3. Fostering civic and neighborhood pride and a sense of identity based upon the 
recognition and use of cultural resources; and 

4. Preserving diverse and harmonious architectural styles and design innovations; and 

5. Enhancing property values to increase economic and financial benefits to Nevada 
County and its inhabitants by preserving and promoting historical buildings; and 

6. Protecting and enhancing Nevada County's attraction to tourists and visitors, 
thereby stimulating business and industry; and 



7. Identifying ds early as possible, and resolving, conflicts between the preservation of 
cultural resources and alternative land uses in a section of Nevada County that tnay see future 
population growth; and 

WHEREAS, NC'HLC received an application from the Truckee-Donner Historical Society 
and signed by Gregory P. 7irbel, on June 14, 2024, requesting that the Donner Cross, located in 
front of 12047 Donner Pass Road, Truckee, CA 96161, be designated as a Nevada County 
Historical Landmark; and 

WHEREAS, at its June 21, 2024, meeting, the NCHLC verified and unanimously 
approved the application and now recoininends that the Board of Supervisors designate the 
property as a Nevada County Historical Landmark. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Supervisors of the County of 
Nevada hereby accepts the NCHLC's recommendation and designates the Donner Cross, located 
in front of 12047 Donner Pass Road, Truckee, CA 96161, as Nevada County Historical Landmark 
24-07; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the Board is hereby directed to record a 
certified copy of this Resolution with the Office of the Nevada County Clerk-Recorder within ten 
(10) days after the adoption hereof. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Nevada at a regular meeting of 
said Board, held on the 8th day of October 2024, by the following vote of said hoard: 

Ayes: Supervisors Heidi Hall, Edward C. Scofield, Lisa Swarthout, 

Susan Hoek, and Hardy Bullock. 

Noes: None. 

Absent: None. 

Abstain: None. 

Recuse: None. 

ATTEST: 

TINE MATHIASEN 

Chief Deputy Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

Y 
Hardy Bullock, Chair 



Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission 
c/o Clerk of the Board 

950 Maidu Ave 
PO Box 599002 

Nevada City CA 95959-7902 
info@nevadacountylandmarks.com 

530-264-0115 

21 June 2024 

Nevada County Board of Supervisors 
950 Maidu Avenue 
Nevada City, CA 95959 

Honorable Chair and Board Members: 

At today's meeting, the Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission 

voted unanimously to recommend to the Board that the application for landmark 

designation of the Donner Cross be approved. The applicant is the Truckee-

Donner Historical Society. The Cross is located in front of 12047 Donner Pass 
Road in Truckee. The APN 18-500-13. The Truckee-Donner Historical Society is 
the beneficial owner of the Cross and the ground upon which it stands and will 

exercise supervision over the maintenance and protection of the Cross. The 
landmark is to be designated as Nevada County Historical Landmark NEV 24-06, 

assuming the pending applications are approved first. 

Erected in 1887, the original Donner Cross was the first public recognition 
of the ill-fated Donner Party. It was intended to mark the site of the Graves Cabin, 

where some members of the Donner Party wintered. The Cross has been moved 
at least five times to accommodate Truckee's growth, especially the construction 

of I-80. The Cross itself has experienced damage over the years. The present 

Cross is believed to be the fifth iteration. The intent of the application is to help 
assure some permanency fo the Cross and its location. There can be little 

question of its historical significance; the Graves Cabin site marked by the Cross 

is on the National Register of Historic Places. 



The research and documentation which accompanies the application has 

been reviewed by several Commissioners for historical accuracy. The application 

and supporting documentation is enclosed. 

If you approve the application, please forward the resolution and 

accompanying documents to the County Recorder. 

If you have any further questions, do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you 

in advance for your consideration of this request. 

Yours truly, 

Bernard merman, Chair 

cc: Truckee-Donner Historical Society w/o enc. 



County of Nevada 
State of.~alifornia 

Nevada County Historical Landm~rl~s Commission 
Application for Registration of Historical Landmark 

Naive of proposed landmark: 
Donner Cross 

Location: In front of 12047 Donner Pass Read, Truckee, CA 96161; 
39.32540, -12Q.221b1 GPS coordinates 
Next to Graves Cabin plaque (tablet) mounied on a boulder (currently 
removed for safekeeping) 

Name of applicant: 
Truckee-Donner .Historical Society (TDHS) 

Address: P.O. Box $93 
Trl7ckee, CA }6 3 60-0893 

Phone: 530-5$2-093 
Qwner: Tz-uckee-Donner Historical Society, easement granted 1979, 

refic~ed iii 1985; "to display the historic Donner T'r~il Cross and the 
Graves' Cabin marker." 

I consent t~ this application and authorize the placing of a plaque or r~lark~r on sits. 

,rr'~',~~~..~" .. 

Gregory P. Zirbel, DH President 
~ ~ "~!~ 

Date 

Brie history and description of proposed landmark. 

The Donner Grass is on the list cif National Register of Historic Landmarks and has 
been since the Keeper of the Register signed tl~e original l~~l Application. Sadly, 
the I?onner Cross has been "relocated" at least five (5) times in the name of 
progress, be it highway exp~iisioi~ or cornznercial development. The Donner Cross 
should be protected From being moved again. 

Historically significant aspects ar properties o#` proposed landmark. 
The original Donner Caross was the FIRST public recognition of the ill-fated 
Donner Party erected after their 194~i-1 47 horrific experience. It was erected in 
the Marzer~ meadow area subject to fl~ading. Tile Donner Criss is o~ie of the first 
or earliest roadside {trail) memorials found in California. 
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How will the landmark be protected and maintained? 
Will continue to be part of the routine ~~aaintenance g7•ounds grogram of the West 
Truckee Center `strip mall'/shopping center at 12047 Donner Pass Road. 

i~ 
-M-~ ° y ~, 

,w.,,_ ~ ., ~ _ _. 
Applicant's :signature Date 
Gregory P. Zirbel, President, Truckee-Do~iner Historical Society 

lntr•oduction 

The tragic story of the Donner Party occurred during the winter of 1846-:1.847 
when a group of $9 California-bound emigrants led by Jacob and George Danner 
was trapped by the heavy maws of tl~e High Sierra. Bitter cold and dwindling food 
supplies reduced the wagon trails tQ a group of desperate individuals unable to 
cooperate, driven to terror and ri~grac~atio~l. Fuur relief expeditions eventually 
rescued 47 of the paY-ty {National Register of Historic Places, # G~000? 18, 
designation January 20, lybl, Statemetat of Significance} ( — Keeper 
signed October 12, 1983 far NRHP with accompany n~ 2 maps). 

V~hen researching this long - acid convoluted acid at tines i~~rfuriating - history of 
the Donner Cross (aka. Graves Cabin site, Graves crass, white cross, wooden cross 
painted white, 24', 20' and 16' .aver time}, note that the cross was originally 
conceived to mark the location of the Graves' Cabin site, part of the 184b-1847 
Donner Party. Ma~~y articles refer to just the Cross, car just the cabin site, bt~t they 
are used. interchangeably. Regrettably, investigation. into the myriad Donner Crass 
lacatioi~s is perplexing: as the cross has been rnaved at least five times before 
finally being adjudicated to be included t3 Trtickee's Hxstorie Preservation. Di.strzet 
(formerly Truckee's Historic Preservation Advisory Commission}, by means of a. 
1979 Grant Deed, revised in April 1985 by a Partnership Easement Deed 
dec~arin~ the Dor~lier brass I Graves Cabin Site) to be of hista~-ical significance 
AND to be pxoperly displayed with right of public access Parcel No. 18-500-13), 
including the property description Exhibit "A". 
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The story of the Donner Cross is an unfortunate example of what can happen when 

historical sites are left unprotected. After years of research and scouring every 

known available source, to the best of our knowledge, the Donner Cross has been 

moved at least five times since its initial erection in 1887. This is a travesty. If this 

research appears to be "hopscotching", it is. Researchers have to rely on later 

documents, most without images, and most of them undated, reporting the 

relocation efforts of the Donner Cross. But the "relocating" of the Donner Cross 

has to cease. 

Keep in mind reviewing the articles and photos that the very first Donner Cross 

erected in 1887 had squared-cut ends at both top and horizontal beam. A second 

Donner Cross erected after the first cross fell over still had a straight horizontal 

beam ends, but a pointed top. AFTER 1927 when the Truckee Chamber of 

Commerce erected a new Donner Cross, it had BOTH a pointed top AND pointed 

horizontal beam ends. 

Abbreviated Timeline 

1846-47 Donner Party 

1879 Map by a survivor, page 22, in 1879 W.C. Graves, who had passed through 

the experiences of the Donner Party as a lad of 18, drew this map from 

memory. Stewart, George R. (1964). Donner Pass and those who dossed it. 

Menlo Park, CA: Lane Book Company. LCCCNo. 60-8367. 

1879 1St edition of C.F. McGlashan book, History of the Donner Party 

l 887 the first commemoration of the Donner Party is thought to be the Donner 

Cross to mark the Graves-Reed Cabin site near Donner Lake done by the 

Citizens of Truckee (28 men and at least 2 women donated monies, Truckee 

Republican, Sept. 3, 1887) with plans for three more crosses (which did not 

come about). The Donner Cross was visible from the Southern Pacific passenger 

trains on the Odgen to San Francisco route. 

1894 Joseph Marzen constructs major ice pond on Donner Creek 

(Sierra Sun. at-ticle, October ] 1, 2004 Gordon Richards) 

1896 Ice carnival article mentions cross in the center of one of the ponds; 

HKG0007 image confirms this 

1897 Donner Ice Company moves cross further up hill so it isn't in the middle of 

the ice pond 

1904 McGlashan upset at fallen cross 

1906 Donner Cross was rotting through, Donner Ice Company (land owners) 

replaced it with a new 20-foot cross. 

1910 Lumber mill on Donner Ice Pond burns 

1918 Donner Pioneer Monument erected 
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1919 Graves Cabin Site Plaque (Tablet), NSGW, placed 

1920 McGlashan, C.F. Breen Cabin Site 

The location of site of Breen Cabin; General C.F. McGlashan, Donner Party 

historian, declares present pioneer monument covers exact spot where but 

stood. 

1924 Peter M. Weddell, with C.F. McGlashan's assistance, started researching the 

Emigrant / Donner Trail in 1921, and faithfully continued placing 

appropriate trail signs until his death in 1942. Weddell placed a sign on the 

Donner Cross, believed to read "Site of Graves Cabin". 

1927 Captain Charles E. Davis found the Donner Cross burned away at the base 

from a campfire (Oakland Tribune, Volume 107, Number 31, 31 July 

1927). Captain Davis is thought to be the first person as an amateur historian 

to map out the Donner Party route from Illinois to California. 

1927 Truckee Chamber of Commerce replaced the Donner Cross (COC records 

burned in 1993). 

1931 C.F. McGlashan dies 

1950s cross moved; Macaulay timeline as Graves Cabin site shows on 1955 USGS 

map 

1958 Work to construct a stretch of Interstate 80 through Truckee began and 

Donner Creek is significantly rechanneled from Donner State Pa1.1c to 

Highway 89 (SS Oct. 11, 2004 Gordon Richards article and Appendix 4); 

Donner Cross is moved again 

1961 National Historic Landmarks in California, Donner Camp Sites #66000218; 

1983 NPS Donner Camp Sites Boundaries delineated for all three sites 

1979 Deed 

1982 Foley, Doris p. 26, brochure titled "The Pioneer (Donner) Monument. The 

Origin of a Statue", "The cabin site remains unmarked, and as for the Graves 

cabin, a white cross placed there by Charles McGlashan was later moved by 

an ice company (Donner Ice Company) to a point further north and on 

higher ground to make way for an ice pond." 

The cabin site remains 
unmarked, and as for the Graves cabin, a 

white cross placed there by Charles 
McGlashan was later moved by an 

9.ce company to a point further 
north and on higher ground to make way 

for an ice pond. 

1983 National Register "Keeper" signs NHL Donner Camp Site Nomination 

#6600021.8 

1983 - 1984 TDHS requested "spot zoning" for two historical cultural properties to 

be integrated into the boundaries of Truckee's Historic Preservation 

Advisory Council of the County of Nevada: Donner Cross (Graves cabin 

site) and Schaffer grave site. Spot zoning is a legal term that refers to when a 
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piece of property or groups of property have special zoning laws applied to 
them that differs from the zoning laws surrounding them. 
(https:f/www.law.cornell.edu/wex;'spot zoning) 

1985 Partnership Easement Deed Truckee 
1988 Donner Cross moved again (July 30, 1988 TDHS letter to NSGW) 
1993 Town of Truckee Incorporated 
2010 Donner Cross replaced again; see TDHS 2010 article 

When reviewing the expanded timeline, the reader must keep in mind two things: 
(1) because research looks backwards, hopefully reports, maps, newspaper articles 
and personal accounts accurately reflect the Donner Cross's location; and (2) the 
shape of the cross over time from squared cut ends to pointed ends helps to 
pinpoint the approximate decade. 

Expanded Timeline with images and maps 

I. Original Donner Cross beginnings 

The first map we have discovered about 
the Donner Cross / Graves cabin site is 
a map redrawn by W.C. Graves in 1879 
recalling as best he could the locations 
of the various Donner sites. This map 
has been recreated in George R. 
Stewart's 1964 book, Donner Pass. 
Note the location of number 6, Graves' 
cabin, is not adjacent to the Murphy 
cabin but rather on the north side of 
Donner Creek. 
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1:. s~ , :'. , t , (_,:ati°es, e~h~ haii passed xhrough cIu rxperieares of the ~, 
7rrnn.r !':riy :~; s lad of ~8, drew this map from mcnwry. A3cha~gh 
t:rrr xrr n,ist:~krs o[ xcaio, tha snap is of value fur itslocacions of rcr~ds, ' 

•: . f ie cxplai~~rd tus numerals: ~ ) Cake, x > <71d cabin, }} Keae. 
,;ism. a} Bock, ~) ,4turphds cabal, h~ C,nves cabin, 7} 
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(after heed 2977239) 

Ina 1920 The Location of Site of Breen Cabin letter, C.F. McGlashan advised 

Honorable J.R. Knowland, Chairman Historic Landmarks Committee, contesting 

Chairman of the Donner Monument Committee Dr. C.W. Chapman's assertion that 

the Breen cabin was erected some 30 feet (or 52 feet) from the Pioneer Monument. 

On page 3 of that letter available at this link, McGlashan wrote: 

".. . The Graves cabin was situated about three-quarters of a mile to the 

eastward, the Murphy cabin about two hundred yard southeast of tl~e 

monument . . ." [Emphasis added] 
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compelled ~v encamp for the winter. ~'he Grarres 
ca~izn was si~~cated at~aut three-quarters o f a mike 
tv ~Ehe eastza~ard, the 1tlur~hy ca~ir~ a~iau~ two 
hundred urn's southeast of the ~nzr~nument, and 

In a Truckee Republican article dated September 3, 1887, the title reads: 
GOOD WORK: The Erection of Crosses to Mai^k the sites of the Cabins of the 
Donner Party. The article continues: "The situation of the Craves-Reed [sic] 
[Graves-Reed] cabin is on a flat in the Donner Meadows, and is partially 
concealed from view by the bluff on one side, . . . . It has been thought best to ►uarlc 
this spot with a simple white cross, twenty-four feet high." [.Emphasis added]. 
The cross was supposedly set that day. Further, 30 men and at least 2 women 
contributed to the erection of a Donner Cross. 
"The following contributions of money have already been sent or given to the committee": 

Jerome Deas G.A.R. $ I.00 Jos Marzen, Jr. $ ] .00 
Har N. Morse, Pioneer $1.00 C.F. McGlashan, Histoi of Donner Par $1.00 
H.A. Mason, Ed. Truckee Re ublican $I.00 W.B. Tiffan $1.00 
Warren Richardson $1.00 Her►nan Me er $1.00 
J.L. Lewison, Pioneer $1.00 J.B. Davis $1.00 
AJ Graham $1.00 N. Reed $1.00 
S.A. Bulfinch $1.00 AlfBer $1.00 
Dixon & Fo ar $2.00 Wm Irwin $1.00 
Wm McDou ald $1.00 Jerome Deas , 31 Geai St., S.F. $1.00 
Jno F Miller, 31 Geai St., S.F. $1.00 J Calladan, 714 Mont omei St., $1.00 
Geo Hum hre $1.00 D B Towner $1.00 
Fa & Lenahan $1.00 Mrs. E A Keizer $1.00 
Jos Stoll $ .50 Pats McCue $1.00 
S E Welch $1.00 B E Dille $1.00 
G W Dunster $ .50 Jas Sherritt $1.00 
T B Wllitne $1.00 James Stewart $1.00 

September 2, 1887, p. 3, Reno C~rzette Joz~r~~crl article: 

:~ itar,~t~ crc>~r~ ttr~ts tm~^r~rt ~'r~tsrt~'c~ c►[1 

E,F7c• r+iti~ cif tti+rp f~rav~sta' rt~t~tti ~~i the 

I~<~nrtc•r ~rrirt,~, by t't1~ Clttzt~ti~ of 

'~'ruekee. `i'he ero~ is twenty-!~*ur 

f.~et hi,~ti aii~1 is painted white, I1. 

can be seen frc~cn thc~ read trc~ ~?~Il-

uer Lake z~tid t~l~o for a $hart c~ia-

n~e viz the C'er►trat Paclfio Ratl-

.' Tberc: yet remains three ..

`~~~° xosse~ tc~ erect ~s goon mss 
`'" 3::tbe same can be raised. 
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In 2010, then President of the "l~ruckee-Donner Historical Society (TDHS) Chelsea 
Walterscheid wrote an article in the TDHS Surnmcr ?O] 0 newsletter, p. 10, stating 
that Truckee citizens erected the first cross in 1887 to mark the site of the Graves-
Reed Cabin at Donner Lake. She quoted an 1887 Truckee Republican article that 
purportedly said "The Cross is 24' high and is painted white. It can be seen from 
the road to Donner Lake." Apparently, there wcrc also plans to erect three more 
crosses as soon as funds could be raised, but that does not appear to have 
materialized. 

A December 27, 1892 TYuckee Republican article mentions that the place where 
the Graves cabin stood is "too low, and ... subject to inundation." This makes 
sense timewise as the Donner Cross that WAS erected in 1887 was in fact in a 
lower lying meadow and was being used as an ice pond owned by the Donner Ice 
Company. 

In a Truckee Republican article dated July 12, 1902, 
mention is made that the Donner Parlor # 162 was 
encouraging four years ago [1898] that other state Parlors 
contribute money to fund a suitable Donner Monument. In 
this Donner Parlor solicitation letter, specific reference to a 
"pine cross" is n~tecl. Thus the "Donner Cross" had to 
have been originally erected sometime around 1897 in the 
area near the "Marzen meadow." 
https://cdnc.uc~•.edu/?a=d&d=SSTR 1902U712.2?&srpos—1 C&e=-----
- (90-en--20-SS`l"R- l --txt-t:~CN-mcglaslian+ca•oss-------, p. 8. 
A deed search done by research historian Thomas 
Macaulay, affectionately known as `Reno Iceman' revealed 
a November 1, 1895 deed, Book 84, p. 118, Joseph Marzen 
Jr. to Donner Ice Co., less 1 acre conveyed to C.F. 
McGlashan for the erection of a monument to the Donner 
Party, and right of way for road as per November 21, 1884 
deed, and excepting gravel by Joseph Marzen to CPRR. 

'l2 July 19{2 

<, , r~,,, ~ ., , . rr. ~~r 

We believe this is the FIRST "Donner Cross" that passengers saw from the train 
as they headed west along the railroad tracks. This first cross was erected in 1887 
and was 24' high. Note the squared ends of the top and horizontal cross post, amid 
a meadow — as described. Photo believed to be taken looking northward. 
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Based on the Smithsonian Archives' postcard history — see 

l~ttps://siarchives.si.edu/history/featured-topics/postcardl~ostcard-histork - this 

image can be "dated" somewhere between 1896 — 1915. If only we could see the 

backside of this postcard, it might assist in identifying a date more readily. Note 

there may be cut off tree stumps in this same meadow, but the image is not any 

clearer to accurately determine this supposition. Even in this image though the 

cross is in a lower elevation meadow area. 
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Y~1~ 
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..:~° r~' .3, ~ r ' ~ i I 

NN~-~sj P.~~rr f'E-~'rsHEp N~,~h~ T~v~~E~. ~.~,: 

Above sepia colored image pulled from a facehook posting May 11, 2015, 

sometimes referred as the Marzen meadow. Note cross has both squared off 

horizontal ends and square top. Cross appears to have been milled vs. a standard 

log cross. Attempts to track the image owner of this postcard have proved futile. 
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~:~'~~'~~Fr ~'~, .,~~,~~~~,,,~~'~~ In a San Francisco Chronicle January 12, 1896 article 
;;~fiFh'anttr5 rld~R •~~` 'j~rs;.im;,(., 

!ak` 

,., entitled "Great Carnival of Ice at Truckee", the reporter ~.h~U~`'th:i< <,wr=, „~ ,";,,.,. 
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Truckee Republican, May 7, 1904 mentions that the cross was knocked over, but 
only the base was damaged. 
hitps:l/cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=-d&d=SSrI'Rl 9040507.2.32&srnos-5&e~------190-en--20-
SST.R-1--tit-~xIN-~~lc lasl~~~n-fcrc~ss- -, p. 6 
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f..,u 4b( a'ewL ~sr awf 1 bait MSa np ~~ 

1~t are tnCcr~~~c~i ~k~at txe T~ataart F i
'4l aottmta4 1~4a~1 <>f thr \atirr SSoruS~ 
fl('1` ~['S1krMIJ33 v~T ~~l. ~t illX]r' i}~~~~.!

~(kWt ~iIIIQ Ofd ~ibi ~3/t ;tSC aO Rt fijjYity.~ s

u~+tM ~ L~16 7R41it'ex, qe4 is 1~3e i 
aaatntitueihedd~7 +;. . - ~~o~t+~ us~~k~, 
i Flt t~' b! I~i }I tf~~~C tYC%I. ~:_ 

Svtn~t~aS 1~. ,. _~ hnkku a dcxe?f ;
tit tke ~eri+a~~rS xa»u+-~ kx !hr Seca-.:E 
~tx91 #~d is 4~~N£li~to kx rblK bJ Ygto € 

7 May ~ (,~()4 icnrr~ i,~thzprcpct wvt6~r t~claled'e 
t'x the puapwr. 1►r briitvt`# tha f~r<} 
(giiDllti.rp ~e 4t4.eS.#ffi *1! tf~nr:! to ~c~%+. yp< 

T

~bzax nt lawlm~~ita is ccarnrcc€aa vr~r& , 

I'. TnE ~S~~i~1EQ ' ~ 
the i7v»cc: ~vstS~ f~►~w1y r~eakl hr 

SttUIILU ~E E4T~CTED 
msdr rat rararci bx #tie p~e~w~u~++€~i~ + 

~' 
SK~I{Oti".d 'YRCtI }° ~N j>7YM@'tPalG~ft .~~ 

. ., 
Tie pld ~la~wvaa3 Shnuid Dr ~fa~? ~".~~ tsucr n~ y y~h<:i ~u ~tsr Ini+~twF 

L~+nG9i k~tMw2 lkla~Y. ~ ~~f ~ r_.> .!~)s 
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28 Juiy 1906 

In a July 28, 1906 Truckee Republican article, a NEW 20' 

Donner Cross is erected. NOTE mention that "About twenty five 

years ago [circa 1881 ] across was erected at the same place but 

two years ago it toppled over on account of having rotted away." 

In noted author E.B. 

Scott's book, The 

Saba of Luke 

Tahoe, on p. 505, 

there is an undated 

photo of the Donner 

Cross, purportedly 

the "first" cross, 

which appears to be 

in a meadow. Note 

the squared-off ends 

on the horizontal cross arm. 

~'D4f~N£R ICE G~. 

ERECTED NE1r' 

„x.. ~ a

This image to the right is yet another Donner Cross / 

Graves Cabin site, in the meadow. (Undated, no details 

provided). In an impressive collection of photographs, 

Tom Macaulay summarized this image is a meadow 

scene with hills in background, some trees, arm high with 

square ends, vertical round pole pointed on top, cross 

arm square, obvious joint at connection, and black strip 

on front of vertical. This "black strip" is where a plaque 

used to be attached. 

This replaced Donner Cross with the 1St plaque attached looked like the image 

below. Remember that it wasn't until 1927 when BOTH the top and cross beams 

were pointed. 
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Note the black vertical stripe is where a plaque used to be attached. This 
photo is most probably looking southward toward the straight level ground in the 
background suggesting the rail lines, AND the Donner Ice Pond directly behind the 
Cross. 

II. The Cross is moved from the meadow closer to 
the Dutch Flat Donner Lake Wagon Road (DFDLWR) 

The Ottavra Weekly Timex 
~t Jua t896, Thu -Page 2 

~~~~~~ ;,x~~~ ~~~,~,F~ ~za,~~z,,,:,,~. ~ A June 11, 1896 The Ottawa Weekly Times article 
~``"''>~>`~`~ ;` "~'~~' '" ~~r""~""~" `~'°"`''~`' '~~= makes specific reference to the "Donner" Cross and 

,f:{s':~,`f~'`~;~"'~ t'~~~ ~°;~~' t~ k;~~~~'~, ';E~r.z that it was erected before an ice house was built. snc~a- xtx:rtrt ~i°4~1~ at ~;~ii rrt f+sur feet. 
~411'~, I~tdrrr ls~~d #t~1~t^~t~t~~~r tlu re :r2~~> .~ttrt j 
~Rl IYSNk'~ IltSil ~IwtG~ ~,~'i 1Yz4i~i* ~i 1~1 ;! TiY3rE} f1~ j 

xinr~sv. cs~°erj a!~=fin *?f x~1,trP~ u;i~ atir,t~., ~ 
tell ktstn+a tt~t3 tt£~~~t to ta~y are+r },nip. -
'1'lafs ~1r, Burl.+att i~ tstE~i~~:~~ ~ =a~ a f~~r~~R= 
it~!~, code,°rFi ;rS~ir~t ~3f~~ istf tct• li~,~~s~~ ttx~ 
x:i~tt! f~c~i t~~t1:i[} fit'+'F lrty~ii, 1id~t~c3 t4i4lf 
~c~ ~rxr~: r~~ errz~i~tL ' ,~ 
fic»►sc+ is piratic.~t ;4~a '~{)~rr,azer"~ irr;~ r~ 
i~is~rktis~zmtit~i~fazl~r~s~;~~~4 ,fe~Fat1~I,~~ 
s~~~rw:,ti~;n ~,r c1~kr~~ t.,,w~~ < ~t ,r~~,:~~x _ 
frn~r. I~~rt Is, tl,~nrms, t .~~~n~, t~~~ ~ atth~r~ 
111~t ifii JS~1≥a jtUi N'~let ~t~i, L:III,h alt. IiE'.CP SD 

tlt[t Silti~4'~~ tt~ ~.iic ~'+r!l~ttY(it2~ tivii~fc~T rlii<l 

rn2l~ i~~ i1i , .~rrszt,•.:<t ~•tTe~r~ sttti xua}• sirr 
'1st_, -.~ _ - [~ .- ~ , rlf~s~~ :it it~uti. 
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A Truckee Republican June 

18, 1904 article also 

mentions that the cross was 

blown down. This article 

tells us that the Cross was 

moved OUT of the Donner 

Ice Pond to an area closer to 

the Donner Lake Dutch Flat 

Wagon Road (DFDLWR). 

hops://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=SST"R19040618.2 3&sipas=~3~,c=-------190-en--20-

SSTR-1--txt-txIN-cross+----1904---, p. 1. And again January 1, 1.908, a 

"movement" was trying to replace the "wooden cross". 

hops://cdne.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=SSTR19Q801 0 l .2.9&srpos =10&e=------190-en--20-

SSTR-1--txt-txiN-cross+----190$---, p. 1 

The above newspaper articles all agree that in the late 1890s, the Donner Cross 

was moved from its original "meadow" location to make room for an Ice Pond by 

the Donner Ice Company. The photo below is from Herman Kimball Gage, 

I-IT~G0007, shows the teetering cross in an ice pond — the man in the photo is on 

skates. The Cross was moved nearer the DFDLWR— Old Highway 40 — Lincoln 

Highway — today's Donner Pass Road, and long before Interstate 80 was even 

conceived. Note the cross still has square horizontal cut ends but is now located 

NOT in the meadow turned ice pond as before, but moved to a location on higher 

ground nearer the DFDLWR. 
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The photos of the Donner Cross below were taken by T.C. Wohlbruck (Theodore 

Clemens Wohlbruck), No. 3029. T.C. Wohlbruck was a San Francisco 

photographer whose address was 251 Post Street. Given the dates Wohlbrucic 

operated his "canteen" service station "B" at the Pioneer/ Donner Monument 

[1910-1920], this postcard is dated closer to 1920. [For more details about 

Wohlbruck's postcards, see this multi-part Donner Summit Historical Society 

October 201 ~ article, and following articles noting the characteristic white lettering 

at the bottom, some with his TCW initials. 

http://www.donnersumm thistoricalsociety.ors/PDFs/newsletters/hews12/Octoberl 

2.pdf ]. Further, an ebav pasting also offers a RPPC (Real Photo Post Card). Even 

though it was postmarked in 1930, the postcard is AFTER 1918 because of the 

reference to the Donner Monument [erected in 1918], but before l 925 (when 

postcards cost 2 cents to mail). This agrees with the later 1927 erection of a NEW 

Donner Cross by the Truckee Chamber of Commerce when the previous cross fell 

over again. Note rocks at bottom of cross are the same in THIS no. 8534 photo as 

in the ebay postcard which has TCW on it. 

This T.C. Wohlbruck photo no. 3029 below is the same photo as the no. 8534 

above, but in the photo below, Wohlbruck's initials "T.C.W." and "S.F." are 

clearly visible on the image along with the characteristic white lettering at the 

bottom. Note also the large smooth stones, probably river rock, placed at the base 

to further secure the cross's placement. Also DPM0018, Graves Cross Rennie 

Collection. 
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In a much later 2011 book by Art Summers, he posts a photo of the Donner Cross 

attributing it to be the "original" cross. We believe this is the replacement for the 

first cross because the first cross had a square top as well. The photo on the left 

reflects a cross with a pointed top which is the replacement cross. Post 1927 

photos, as in the photo at right, reveal the replacement cross had BOTH a pointed 

top and ends on the horizontal cross beam. 

'f'fsr caiwern e~J d"C.~nncr lrkr is ~rirerr 
m:ac memFn+ofalk IXxmn liuq cam~3 
J~rinh the rrin~cr of ~8~6-IBiI. The 
6bnnrc f'uiy+rapniy wa a~mnxmn»rJ 

wT~h a i~r~e wxJm inxs. Wah ~vu 
~~e.y~lc uennR x t}ie Met of ik en+ea. 
u: we can ter uen m thb vin. This fs 
ifn l~rn ~eni~n of ~M memwi►I, *~ifh 
yu~rcJ c+nit.m she I~i:aNal ~nxcfa xr.. 

The frttt mrn~uial znw ea~gdN Nrc at.1 
lr~m~~i su(fxicn~ip rn.~h+Fe~ it kU ~hxr. 

A re{~acrnirn~ ausz kas raixvl a~ 11x+umt 
anx. eee~ at kit, l~ u-a. made wah ~rxve~t 
c~s1 wi tl~c taxi:.nrtat es~ny+rcc~r ra m+nci~ 
§ht r..dntad Ytil m the tip cd~t}~e enua. 

7v 
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The image to the right substantiates that the Donner Cross was moved to a location 

above the Donner Ice Pond, nearer the Dutch Flat Donner Lalce Wagon Road. 

Figure 7 to the right was taken from a Historic Resources Evaluation Report 

(HRER), High Sierra Crossings Museum, prepared in September 2007 by Matt 

Bischoff, Historian III with the California Department of Parks and Recreation. 

Bischoff also reported that at that time [late 

1800s] that the "only commemoration to 

the Donner Party 'vas ~ l~r~e wooden cross 

erected near the location of the Graves 

Cabin, close to Donner Creels (reportedly 

placed by McGlashan; see From the Desk 

of C.F. McGlaslzan, 1986, p. 108: "The 

Wooden Cross was erected by me at the 

spot where the Graves' Cabin stood. It was 

merely to mark the site of the cabin."). 

Later the cross was moved t hi h r t o a g e spo 

on the side of a hill by an ice production company [Donner Ice] which used the flat 

as an ice pond." In l 9i)3, this cross was knocked over by heavy winds, and was not 

replaced for many years. According to TDHS President Walterscheid's article in 

Summer 2010 (Ibid., p. 10), she further noted that by 1906 the Donner Cross was 

rotting through again and the Donner Ice Company replaced the cross with a new 

20' cross. And in this image from the California State Lrbrarv, the cross is seen to 

be propped up before its later 1927 replacement. Note it is no longer IN the ice 

pond. 

MO at adtlat o9 tlenntr tako, unknown aa~e, Mo[e white nose mnAiinp Site o! the 
ceNrornia nepa»meni at Parks sna R~creatron. oortner Memodai &laie Park, , 
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~~ - _ ~ ~ ~ ~~~~~ An article in the Ti^uckee Repziblrccr», 4 January 1911, 
~~t~~~ ~~~~~~ ~~~~ p. 1, mentions the skaters at the Donner Ice Pond. 

Tire Ise Po ds o~ 
B.~sp;.+e :he fight snawfa~l here Chia 

year, renderici~+ ~ snow carnival iaa-
perssit~te ~lurfng zi}e hc~lldsy+~, skz~tin}~ 
hax t~cup~e u ~r~mnent sRcart witE~. 
the ys~unger set. Thruout the t~oti-
day sen~on des 

tmen theunged wttt~ skaters from 
Boca end Eioberi Mails. 

The Geautitui weettter h~a eoatri-
bu~tetl lsrgaly co ttie srt~useuient of 
il~e skatrrs, who fuun~f akatia~ at 
n~tght by the le$ht ~£ tie twn Oren as 
interestto~ as ekating by day. 

Looking at this 1920 Donner Ice Company map, one can see the location of the 
Donner Ice Pond is clearly EAST of the Pioneer/Donner Monument which was 
erected in 1918. 
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.—_"____ ..... __ . 
~ _~_ _ ~ 

~ Note Donner Ice Co's Paid is 
EAST al the confluence of the 
Donner Creek acrd ~qid Streprn 

a ~ _'" ~ o ~ ~ J .._ 
._—_'_._. 

-- ~ _— —~ ~ onnerlceCa ~ :. ... . f' 
~~1C1 ~; ~ Forcer Menun+an~~ a ' ' c. Y~ ~ ~~f '~~MQroa 

,, ~ ~a 

_1 

~'aclftc ~'r al : Express C"o. 

~~, 

t ~ `. 

A 

Below is a photo of the horizontal square-ended Donner Cross and in the distance 
the Donner Ice Company Ice house, circa 1915. DSI~IS0340. Macaulay Collection, 
no. 102. Note the postcard is dated 8-21-17 (8-21-1917) so the Cross had to have 
been there by then. 

Llnnna Cxo+~. tYmsre<: ti:.+kt. ?: a.~. 

c'#" :ice ~?t!,)k Z ~t~~ 

r.~.ca, i7~5A~'r 

. .ys¢Rck~d— 1417 Rz'; 
~p 

P , 
} K K~~ ~,;4 ,4 _ 

yz ~ 
S ~~ ,~ 1 c { era 

~ ~°j~ *'may ~( • ~„~ ,.~ ,~ ,x 

rJ 
,. ~ ~ t_.:. .. r :s . . 

~ ' . , 

~ ~ 1~ ~ i 

ti F

• ~ 

.. 

4 tc ~ 
'.t 
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Truckee Republican 6 April 1916, p. 1, 
.- ~ ~-:ice. 5?'n'-°S' 4?.:wZ~?'~ 

- 1 ~~ r~~ ~ '="~- ~ ~~ " 
hops://ednc.ucr.edu/'?a-ci&c1—SS"I'R19160406.2.3&srpos=-7&e_ , ____--cn--. ~ . '~ .",, c 
20_SSTR-1 —txt-txiN-%22~vhite+cross°i~22--_---_ f ' "`` ~ 

Riding the rails heading westbound, passengers , . ~ ~ ~r ~t~~ "' 
could see "Looking northward, . . . a white cross 

,~; 
':" ̀ ;:.,;' ; 

standing alone in a meadow, far below the track." ` , ~ ̀  "„ 5' 
t,.,  i »k.. . .. 

( t. ~. N 

2 ~ _ thY t 
3 

~- ,~.,.~.~~.~~, .,~~~,~,,,~,..,, :.. ~~. :~.,~zr.. a..r.. ;... ...:., ~~.,. 

~ 

_. tA~i$t~~ . , sbircj~, i~F 

> I~ sa .6itllrid!1 fnr Lhe N~ 
. za, 

-rt-t~~- "MS iaiYf. ~~ N(W+Rsj)R~' ffi31117 Y. r 4~: . ~~ 
:, 1y 4.ti :r • ~ '.<'1 f_+l :~3d L3~A9~ ~~ }.t1N1~i 

a._ f _' 4f 

A - , "I. 4°ei° ~~aav+~rt,~et may N~ 
- sl~iwi nab+ aE~au• tl~ a 

.~ r -- ~..~~,..v ttu• crack-~ ~h,v 
i`

tr 
..n.. ~ n r*:,rk~: 1hr g.jx;~{ Pb6FP 

.,.~ ; nr ~r~st;~~ krsne•n ha aEtr ~~` 

C+` 
-r ~ tk~c+r SiG tri;Wsf F~rt~ 

vt 

s1..~s YaAri^v r~nc+n 
hl 
pt 

'r k~~ fi S'4i11#'Y ~C'Yt, aOM~ 
Ky• 

~ . ~ ems, . ~w i. ~,.atW ... .e.._. w.~ •...__...a.s—. +..aGu il..Yil.-.~lR 

Even the 1916 Guidebook of the Western United States by Willis Thomas Lee, 
Ralph Walter Stone, and Hoyt Stoddard Gale mentions the Donner Cross at 
milepost 206. 
httns://archive.ar~/details/~uiclebookwester00~a1 e~oo~/pa~e/n296/mode/2ut~ 

.. ..,_ _.~._ e  ....._ a ...._..~.,.... _2.........i  _._.... _....... _.».._._ _v. ._.... .._~__.. 

At mial+apost 20~, by look~ung across Donnor Cre~ok, the tsavaler map 
eee a large white gross at the forward edge ai a Io~v terrace on. tha 
+ap~aexte aide of the ~vatley. T~s ~ a m~uument to the Bonner patty, 
whose tragic afuary ~s to2d at length in moat crf the histories of early 
Cali#ami~ amidrations, t~bo~tt half a mile above this crate, in the 
~avcwcl~ near tl~e lower end of Dormer S~.~e, .xa a cube of granite 
inscribed sa followe. 

T~zis atone marlre fhe sits of too T?o~ner partq csbusa, where s► monument will be 
eroded ender t7w auep3ceu of tho N. 8. G. W. [I3ativa Sane of fie Qalden Weak] to the 
pioneer who cued ttie plsizu. 

and continuing 
l~ttus://ax•chive.or~/details/~uidebaokwester00 ~alet~oo~/page/n300/mode/2up?q=% 
22donner+cross%22 
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axx ovsnuxn son~raa—oauax s+o sex raaxcieco. ~Ol 

Jw+t beyond the ~[3onner crop and }x+foro Lho first anoweheds are 
antemd, a bit of tha lower and of Donner Lake may bo nean by looking 

through the tense np the vallay ahAacl. Ftnm this point tha train 
tutee eouthwaetward, going up one aide of the valby of Cold (~»ek, 

end thon doubler back ngsin, still climbing, an the othor aide. As 

tJae train rounds the loop in Cold Creak valley LLo tour platform 

affords s viow of the Sierra crest, culminating in'llnkor Hnob (9,020 

tee4), only 2 or 3 miles dieten6. lilong the north side of Cold Creek 
tLa snnwsliAcis aru almost continuous. They extend tram this vailey 
along atwut 30 mika of tho railroad, iho last shed being jueL boyond 
Blue Canyon, nn the w~at elope. It is untortunete that no satis-
tactury plan has pet been devie~ui to protest tho tmcks from unow 
without marrSag the moat beautiful part of the route 'ovar the 
mountains. 

This map below shows the Right of Way and Track Map for Southern Pacific 

Company dated sometime after 1944. Although the map is much too small to 

clearly read, the screenshot below will confirm that train passengers travelling 

westbound could see the Donner Cross at Milepost 206. 
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The Native Sons of the Golden West (NSGW) placed an in ground Donner Party 

marker in 1919 stating "On This Spot Stood the Graves Cabin." 

Donner Cross Page 22 



(very bottom of image says: "Lies — 400 ft So. of Donner Cross. U.S. 40, Calif.) 

Note too that the Donner Cross had a plaque on it at this time. The second -photo 

below is clearly looking west toward Donner Pass, perhaps taken from the 

DFDLWR. A viewer can just make out the level area for the railroad. Based on 

other evidence of T.C. Wohlbruck's photos mentioned above, this second photo is 

assuredly one of his as well. Hence it has to be dated BEFORE 1925. The vertical 

black line on the center piece in this image indicates the place where the plaque is 

attached, and later, when the plaque is gone. It reads: "Site of Graves Cabin ? 

1846-7". 
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In the 1920 Official Automobile Guideboo]c, the Donner Cross is also mentioned 
as a tourist stop. Keep in mind by this time in 1920, the Pioneer/Donner 
Monument had been erected for 2 years. 

"Truckee. dal, tj.og~. 5,:+~~}, nJt. a,R2C} ft.), zy 

;rictt~~csr~s~Nty ~itxc~tarr) c~u :~ f'~a~~++i ut thr 

`frtarkce ri1•rr, ;et~ere it tiu.~~ti sn (rem tl~r 

sc~uthu~Pst out at I_:i6r '7"afi~re•_ 'i"ri~~,•k~'r is 2ltir. 

~ait~ c, f a i~~r~t~ ~ait~imcr rr.rrraitivn r:niuE~. "I'!a~ 

nntr~~~,r~~~u~tc 1Snr ~~~f i}ir I.7ke Ta?z~~c Rail~ray 

L( ~fr:~ur.{rt~r~tatse~sY C~a. ruti~ 4..,~~tts {r,~nt tta:± 

~,it}•, wi~~dir~~ tlirti thr rc~Krrux~ r:ergyon of the 
Trizck~c r:~~er fEFtctn zziiles to I.:t₹+F 2ahr.e, 
L..skt 1ttticj+~~tiflet«x~. I;~ it: It•r. :ic~rttt, t2TS~~~'___-~ 

r,

E~tke, a ~~~±te-~: cvi-st. :~si,T the T{x~ek~» `.~ifr»r~• ~ 

i"~wc r arr ntltc~r intsrestxfl#~ p~~ints. ht I~In-
E;art. 8 mz1~5 tic~rits, :arc it~mcr~a'+e li:mbrr mi31a. 
ttc 4'~tti ~7 a f~:~~rrl ~~f Pinnezr~, k~:c,~rn 3s tP~c 

I?c~Y~tie~ P1Tt;~, RcftS}tet~ r~car Truckee sin ac-
cc~c~sAt of zhr h~r~z•y snow (2E? ft. gn Jevrl}, A 
~3,Sit1 €iaonitrs~rrzt noa~~ marks tf~~ s~ti~t an 
u~hii'!i thcg dial, rrectt•~l by tli~ ;'~ati~•e ~±Ucis 
c~# tl~r Cic~ldet: ti'r.t. A Isttlr_ beyart~l !}se cne,s~• ',
zrFnent ttrab bP sceri a glaie~ u-~sit~ ~~cr~xicre `, 

cssta~ ~I~ atin~ their burial ~tlacc. 

Starting in 1921, for many years, a Mr. P.M. Weddell (Peter) of San Jose studied 
the local trail of the ill-fated Donner Party and traced the trails from Verdi to 
Donner Summit preparing a map as he identified specific locations. Note item #4 
Site of Graves' Cabin (Donner Party). Mr. Weddell's map below reflects the dates 
of his visits to identify the Emigrant Trail. It should be noted that Weddell also 
consulted C.F. McGlashan in researching and marking the Donner / Emigrant 
Trail. 
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Weddell also marked sites as he found them, such as on this tree stump retrieved 

from the Donner Party Alder Creek site. It is most probably Weddell who erected 

the sign on the Donner Cross, "Site of Graves Cabin" which was along the 

Emigrant Trail north of Donner Creek (before it was rechanneled for Interstate 80). 

(Top Left) Article from TYuckee Republican 1945, July 12, and Weddell's map 

(right). (Bottom left) representative sign post erected by P.M. Weddell, photo taken 

June 2024. 

III. Donner Cross replaced at the same site 

~. Donner Cross 
g ~ ~~lenaced By Fire 

~. 
Some carrtess per5r~n ~i2ap~ n Sot 

A[ br~ah ~ic~€ tbo Fjonncr fi rsra~ i~s~t 

y SuttdaY ar3@ sct 4t nn fire. 

r '~ Prow€rt ~et!iou ~n the 1'arrst 

Service alo«~: sa~•ed the cross from 

~~ ~ w ~ 

A May 26, 1926 Truckee Republican article 

mentions that a "careless person" set the Donner 

Cross on fire by piling brush at its base and alighting 

it afire. 
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Later that same year 1926, September 30, forest fire ~ ~l~ ! ~ ",;;', ':
A'~ 

~~,,,_~, T: _r
sparks threatened the Donner Cross. 
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Thus, this may very well be 
a photo of the cross that 
was burned by some 
"careless person." Note 
you can see in the image on 
the left the railroad snow 
sheds in the center top of 
the image, and the markings 
of a burnt charcoal Donner 
Cross with a square 
horizontal cross beam and 
pointed top. 
See DSHS1910 at this link.

The article below from June 18, 1927 Sacramento Bee shows a photo of the 
Donner Cross knocked down yet again on the ground. Sometime between when 
the cross was first knocked down and it being replaced in 1927 is important 
because it is in this location that the cross remained until it was moved yet again to 
make room for the construction of Interstate 80 (I-80) sometime in the late 1950s. 
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The Sacramento Bee 
18 Jun 1927, Sat •Page 9 
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Cii t.n ~4 k;[~ s~nt~, asr~ed into frt'~ 1=a~i, 3Y :~r~i+~g that xteps ba. ern I ., ,'~.• "<,~nputi} tf~(n~. 1~, ~[. ,:,in. n,f,x r. . ~.l. , . i.ty 

t'allf<=r~x3a's ra ~Ig d:ty hsrlory laHen far ihclr rshttlaitiattan. safn 1lx ~~is a,~; a sutidn3a bssii~ w ttr t~ocrn sr,~aa. iii 2 aar r~~ ~+ c U~., ,1l~d-
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ri t~r. ne~gtu4t a~nil rven vand:cilaia h~:~c^d ln~o a eer}~~ i~f attraetianh knc.:en to the fiuodr~de of tonriet.. bp. c.obrc+ of ~An R~inne !'arty, 
ac; 3~tt n +nnrk rspon then+ sl~r{nen fns I:.a vlelt of i~na of thousands •a~. ayµ »tr~~ Aatly si {tn tnaln Thle trres Se nn tAu t~f(thwe} -̂ pod 
~irsait r sirs>'s. 7n a~rAi~.r that ~Nea' ut tuGirlKt++. . . ~~uu~--'u¢~ ~f~nnio~xati Suat ott Uis !s t~~~>~3 ~v thuuxgnds. ~u~atr~rc Est 
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In July 1927, Captain Charles E. Davis, amateur historian of the Donner Party, 
traced the Donners' trek from Independence, Missouri to Sacramento, California. 
Davis also recounts the party of campers who burned the cross away at its base. 

E,.. 
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C~akanc~ Trit~una 
3t Jul 1927, Sun Page 20 

I`iZ:1(~i(' ~.I~L~~'S (.~E' L~CJNI~L~ ~'r~F'~T~` I'C)U~I.) :~S.f },`tiC~ `~' ~'1 ~1t-t}1_,~) 1~'.1(.;t?~ 1 1?'.~I.. 
~. . ,.. ~...., _~. .. :. . . ,.-. ~.u.~.~.,..~ ,, . . .. ~ ~ .,~.,: ~~ ~ , , 

For details about Davis' explorations, see this link 
(https://archive.library.unr.edu/public/repositories/2/resources/C 89) 

Finally, in 1927 after vandals reportedly set fire to the base of the cross, the 
Truckee Chamber of Commerce replaced it, and they added a plaque which says it 
was erected by the Chamber in 1927 noting too that "A bronze tablet 193 feet 
south of this cross markes [sic] the location of the Graves Cabin." (Native Sons of 
the Golden West, installed 1919) 

This is what the Donner Cross looked like after the Chamber replaced it. Note the 
top and horizontal cross beam now all have  pointed ends, not squared-cut ends. 
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This image below is the ORIGINAL 1927 Donner Cross marker shown in the 
above image. DSIIS l 810. This faded original plaque now resides in the Old 
Truckee Jail Museum. 
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An August 31, 1929 Sacramento Bee article confirms that Weddell placed his 
"picture sign" ... "near which the large white cross is located." The article 
continues "Two hundred yards below the sign is a bronze plaque embedded in 
concrete, marking the site of the Graves cabin." All of these newspaper articles 
confirm the story thus far. A later July 4, 1946 Auburn Journal article addresses 
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Scouts visiting the Murphy "Rock" and that they "visit the site of the Graves cabin 

far down stream where another bronze plate is set in concrete flush with the 

ground." In a November 2, 1984 Paradise Post article, the writer reports that 

"Today, the site of the Reed-Graves cabin is under Highway 80" [I-80]. All of 

these articles sync. 

We know that the Donner Cross was again replaced by 1931 as Charles F. 

McGlashan's definitive book, The History of Donner Pa~tV, in this later 1931 

edition, as there is a photo of the replaced cross. McGlashan would most assuredly 

have known the placement of the cross as he did not pass until January 6, 1931. 
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A map believed to be 1901:??? shows the location of the Donner Cross just north of 
the Donner Ice Pond. Notice how CLOSE the Donner Cross is now to the Dutch 
Flat Wagon Road [Donner Pass Road today, formerly Old US 40, Lincoln 
Highway]. Full map below and appropriate excerpt showing the location of the 
Donner Cross. (Coloring added for clarity.) Notice that the Donner Ice Pond was 
EAST of the confluence of the Donner Creels [before rechanneling for I-80] and 
Coldstream Creek. Examining a gale map today thus places the Donner Ice 
Pond near if not in the current Coldstream Development. 
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Soto briefly summarize before we continue the saga of the ever-moving Donner 
Cross. First it was erected in a low-lying meadow near the Donner Creek. Next it 
was moved because the Donner Ice Pond was constructed. Third time it was 
moved along the historic Emigrant Trail on the north side of Donner Creek (before 
rechanneling). And continuing .. . 

IV. Donner Cross moved to just west of the first 
California Agricultural Station in Truckee along I-80 

Sometime in the late 1950s when I-80 was planned and in the design process, it 
was decided to move the Donner Cross yet again closer to the fist Truckee 
A rict~lt«ra1 Station. Photo below is of the station closest to the Donner Cross 
which was moved — yet again for I-80. Photo Courtesy of cfda.gov, Nick, 
2/23/2024. 
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So when planning occurred for I-80 in the 1950s, the Donner Cross was in the 

middle of the planned interstate. No surprise here. The Donner Cross had to be 

moved yet again. 

Two additional Macaulay Collection photos reveal the location of the white cross 

in the distance, now NORTH of I-80 before the current shopping center, West 

Truckee Center (fdba Factory Outlet shops, Citizens Bank Plaza, and before that, 

contemplated in the 1986-8 Trailhouse Square Development.). The Cross was 

located near the then active Westbound Agricultural Station in the late 1970s. 
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(the above two photos are from Tom Macaulay's collection but do not 

necessarily reflect accurate dating) 

And below, an incredible John Corbett aerial photograph from the 1970s that 

distinctly shows near the center of the picture to the left of the cleared dirt area and 

immediately north of the westbound lanes of I-80, which eventually became 
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Citizens Bank Plaza/now West Truckee Center, a very faint white cross can be 

seen. (Original source photograph not yet located, but was scanned at a sub-

optiinal resolution in the early 2000s.) 

A zoomed in image shows the Donner Cross just north of I-80 before it was moved 

— a~ — to make room for the proposed commercial development in the dirt area. 
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Ina 1964 pamphlet entitled Poizde~osa AYea compiled by Bert Troelsen, Lillian 
Farr, and Dorothy Fordham, and edited by the same John Corbett, there is specific 
reference to the white cross: " On Emigrant Way just west of the Truckee 
Elementary School stands a large, white cross that inarlcs the Donner Trail. Down 
over the hill by some willows is a bronze plaque, marking the site of the Graves' 
cabin, whose family was part of the Donner Party." Page 36. 

Below a USGS 1955 map shows the "Checking Sta" and the Graves' Cabin site 
BEFORE I-80 was constructed. Excerpt from a iJSCiS 1955 
CA_Truckee_3000962_1955_24000_geo.pdf map available at this link, 
hops://n~mdb.usgs.~av/topoview/viewer/#12/39.351$/-12Q.1896 . Note the 
Graves' Cabin (Site) is very near BM 5944 (USGS Benchmark). 
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However, a USGS 1955 map (revised 1969, 1986) shows the precise location of 
the "Inspection Sta" and the "Graves Cabin (site)" (Donner Cross) site. 

C 
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Compare with USGS 1992 Truckee map below. Note the Graves Cabin (Site) is in 

a different location than it was just 37 years earlier. Recall I-80 was built in the 

late 1950s and early 1960s and the Donner Cross had to be moved for construction. 

Note the distance between the same BM 5944 and the Graves Cabin site marker 
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An October- 17 2006 Siert~a Sun article reflected that the "Old Agricultural 

Inspection Station" would be gone by the end of 2006. Unclear WHY the 

Inspection Sta. is not reflected on this earlier 1992 USGS map because it does 
surprisingly appear on the earlier 1955 revised 1986 USGS map above. 

In June 1981, the Truckee-Donner Historical Society hosted members and Nevada 

County Historical Society's guests on a tour of the Donner Memorial State Park 

Museum and the Mltrphy Cabin site a.nd drove past the Donner Cross. A summary 

sheet of the intended visit was prepared by then TDHS President Dwayne Haddock 

who reported that on the road heading from Donner Memorial State Park going 

eastbound on Old US 40, just after the overpass, Shell gas station and grading, is a 

WHITE CROSS. The author mentioned that it was Dr. Weddell who erected the 

cross at that site as he was searching for the markings of the Emigrant Trail. 

Haddock added that the cross originally stood where the present [1981] 

Agricultural Station is located. Thus, the Donner Cross was moved yet again. 

They should have mounted wheels on the Donner Cross with the number of times 

it has been shamelessly relocated in the name of progress. Macaulay's Notes June 

13, 1981. 

In an Au~t~st 25, 1983 article in the Sierra Sun entitled "Taking another look at 

Truckee's winter carnival of 1896", specific reference is made by author Doug 

Barrett to the ice skating ponds noting that Joe Marzen generously set aside about 

10 acres of his field, 1.5 miles west of town, for the pleasure of skaters. Barrett 

continues: "Protruding from the center of one of the ponds was an immense cross, 

put up the year before [1895 — really 1897] in Marzen's meadow, marking the 

historic spot where the Donner Party perished." Recall Truckee photographer 

Gage's photo showing the giant cross leaning precariously in a field of ice 

HKG0007.

Tn October of 1983 the Keeper of the National Register of Historic Landmarks 

included this Donner Cross property in the National Register. See # NPS Gallery 

(A~pendi~► 1 '— two (2) maps are included that are nit in the NPS NRHP online 

link - htt~s:/in~~allery.nps.gov/NRIIP/GetAsset/dfd05840-4f5c-493e-a513-

3ea7e4f706e7). This "property" included all three non-contiguous sites, including 

the Graves Cabin Site, and in item no. 10, p. 1 of this Inventory, the Graves cabin 

site is well defined. 
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2. Graves Cabin Site. The verbal boundary description ~s keyed to I1SGS 
Buckee ~,uadrang].e, 7.5' Series. Bega.nnirg at a poil~t on the soi~thprn edge 
of the U.S. Route ~p rzght of way circa 800' east of the Donner M~mori~l 
St:~te Park exit: from U.S. 1a0, proceed in a straight line in a souther~.y 
direction c3.rca 500' to a point on the northern edge of Int~rsta~e Route E30 
right of way, thence along the northern edge of tyre Interstate 8t) right of 
way 725' to ~ point an the Donnex State Park exit ramp from Interstate 8p, 
thence in a northeasterly d~rectz.on iri a straight Tine cixca 80th' to #she 
paint of bega.nnz.n~. This boundary enc~,pses in ~ #triangle tiie Graves Cabin 
sa.tE. 

The two accompanying maps detail the location of the Donner Camp sites that 
were accepted as National Register Historic Places (NRHP) in this nomination. 
Further, in the same NRHP approved submission, item no. 10, p. 2 details the 
boundary justification. 

Boundary Justification. 

`iTh~ Donner c~ssnp sites were designated a na~innal h~stori.c laY~c3m~.rk 
in 1963. without boundaries. ~n drawing the boundary for the landmark, 
t ie sites of tk~~ Murphy Galaa.xa and the Graves Cabin ~.s we11 as the A1.d~r 
Creek site qf' ~;he Donner "Gain" hive b~~n included in the landmark as 
raor~-cot~t~.~uous units : of the Danner Caxta}a Site Ida~na]. H3.storic Landmark. 
A:l.l thr~s sites are associated with the 18~+~-~+7 Danner p~x~ty trr~~edy, 

The Donner camp sites, including the Graves Cabin site, were designated a 
National Historic Landmark in 1961 without boundaries. And further, the Graves 
Cabin site is included as a "non-contiguous unit" of the Donner Camp Site 
National Historic Landmark. [The Donner Pioneer Monument reflects the location 
of the Breen Cabin site. 1920 The Location of Site of Breen Cabin letter, C.F. 
McGlashan] 

The fact that the Donner Cross has not been so protected since 1961 from perpetual 
relocation is a true travesty of the original NATIONAL HISTORIC landmark for the 
Donner Party. Bischoff, op. cit., p. 2, concludes: "By virtue of being an NHL, the 
Murphy, Graves, and Breen Cabin Sites are automatically listed on the NRHI'." 
(emphasis added). Because the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) wasn't 
passed until 1966 (a federal law that protects archaeological resources in the United 
States), I-80 was built BEFORE the NHPA of 1966. Not surprisingly, some 
historical records, sites, and maps may never be untangled. In addition, the Trucicee-
Donner Historical Society was not founded until 1968 — a decade after the Donner 
Cross was moved from I-80's path to near the westbound "Bug Station." 
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Hence Truckee-Donner Historical Society's efforts in late 1983 and 1984 to get the 
Donner Cross included in the Truckee Historic Preservation District. In a January 
1984 TDHS newsletter there is reference requesting volunteers to assist in 
relocating the Donner Cross. In June 1984, TDHS requested HPAC to have the 
Donner Cross included in Truckee's Historic District. And the Nevada County 
Historical Landmarks Commission wrote a letter to the Board of Supervisors on 
April 17, 1984 supporting TDHS's efforts to include the Graves Cabin Site in the 
Spot Zoning. (Appen~d~i~.~~~~~~5). See also September 1990 TDHS newsletter (p. 42R 
combined) mentioning that the Graves cabin is south side Highway 40 and a white 
cross so marks the spot. A Spring 2006 TDHS newsletter (p. 722 combined) 
mentions the location of the Donner Cross once again. 

T~~e HPAC has asked the ~c~ciety to d4 studios c~ncernino area 
that may h~ ~.ncludPd within ~'ruckee`s Histc~~ic District. '~7e 
have also bcaen working with the Su~~rva.sars, t'he Planning nataart-

. went, as well. as the F1annS.na ~ommiss~~n to have the Schaffer argue 
sits and the C~r~nner. ~nr~exec3 to the Fia:~tor~c t~istrict. 

.. j ~. ..v.~v vw. 

their fe€7t and spank the whiter. The ~raves~famiiy cabin 
site is on the south+ side of Q1d Highway 4tl just pest the 
Truckee Elementary S~hc~o! and just over the fence tromp 
the Interstate Sp "bug si~tion.'' The. spot es-marked-by a' 
huge white cross.: "i"he QdnnBr Mamoriai State PariC, just 

And 

T ~ , ociety awns the white wooden Danner-•Graves Family 
.W : ~n~ p~~que at the east end the Factory Qutlet Stores ~~~ 

along Donner Pass Road, next to Tn.ickee Elementary Schotal. 
If could use a coat cif ~air~t and the plaque poiishin~ ~ any 
member is interested in volunteering. 

. • • ~ • r . . • ~ • . . • . s r s t • • . • + s • ~ F 

And finally, location #5. 

V. Present location of the Donner Cross 

CalTrans moved the Donner Cross from near the Agricultural Station just up the 
hill to where the Trailhouse Square / Citizens Bank / Factory Outlet / West 
Truckee Center shopping center is today to make room for the new I-80. 
(, ~ ° - 12/08/1975 TDHS summary location Graves Cabin Marker relative 
to Donner Cross — 195' SOUTH of present location of Donner Cross; Appendix ~~, 
4/2/1976 letter from California Department of Transportation to TDHS WITH map 
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with 2 red "x"s). In this last 1976 letter reference, the Department of 

Transportation wrote this: 

" The marker [Graves Cabin site plague] was moved in an early stage of freeway 

construction.... Extra money was added to the contract to permit removal of the 

plaque to a point where it could be preserved." The plaque was moved by 

CalTrans in the I-80 construction. Regrettably, no pictures were found in CalTrans 

records. So where was the Donner Cross at this point? The letter continues: 

"The plaque is now mounted at ground level on the north side of the freeway. ... 

Near the school there is an empty parcel on which stands a cross. Walk due south 

of the cross toward the freeway about 150 yards. You should find the marker set in 

the ground at that point [on a boulder]." 

So the Graves Cabin site marker / plaque was relocated to just north of the freeway 

AND the Donner Cross is atop the hill near the Bug Station. 

A few years go by and in the 1980s Truckee Investors contemplated building 

Trailhouse Square shopping center. But once the Donner Cross had to be 

moved from that prime real estate so the developers of the shopping center could 

make room for the almost 28,000 square foot commercial complex. Fortunately, 

by the 1980s, TDHS was very involved and then TDHS President Dwayne 

Haddock made amicable arrangements with Jim Bezzerides of Bezzco, Inc., the 

Trailhouse shopping center developer, to move the Donner Cross from near I-80 on 

the hill to a 20' x 20' dedicated easement of 399 square feet at the front east end of 

the property, near the Truckee Elementary School today. 

As of this date, June 21 2024, the Donner Cross presently stands in the front of the 

Donner Pass Road West Truckee / Citizens Bank Plaza (Factory Outlet Stores) on 

Donner Pass Road. In the spring of 2010 however, the cross succumbed yet again 

to the Sierra winters, rotting through and falling down. Courtesy of local 

contractors, the cross was replaced ensuring that residents and visitors continue to 

remember the story of the Donner Party. The Donner Cross and the Graves Cabin 

Site bronze plaque were laid in land between Truckee Elementary and the factory 

stores on an Easement granted to the Truckee-Donner Historical Society in '] 985. 

It was recorded May 8, 1985. (A~pei~dax 2') 

TDHS seeks to recognize and make permanent this (hopefully) last location of the 

Donner Cross, and commemorate it by landmarking status. Since 1984, TDHS has 

sought to keep the Donner Cross in a permanent location instead of moving it 

around the Town at the whims of development. See the 1983 letter from TDHS's 

then President John Curtis to the Truckee Preservation Advisory Council (TPAC) 
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beseeching TPAC to recognize the importance of the Donner Cross and its 
location. 
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Gratefully, on July 30, 1984, the Nevada County Board of Supervisors Planning 
Department APPROVED the Donner Cross parcel be included in the "HP" 
Historic Preservation District. See the full text of the July 30, 1984 minutes 
available at this lin1~ pp. 6-9. 
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hops://nevco.le~istar.coin/Le~islationDetail.as~x?II3=6065 l 65&CJLJID=F0BDSAD 
1-EB99-4FD7-AFS$-
A79S060ACT3C0&Options=Text%7CAttachm~.nts%7CC)tl~er%7C&Search=donne 
r+cross . 

Caunty of Nevada 
'~a~rd ~~' Sup~rvisars N~3nutes 

I~I~ SPECI~A~ 0['~k}~5~ 9;,~0 A~~~1, ~~'~'~~'r ~~ za~vnne 

(~) ~c~~~~ or• s~p~~vxsoxs 

PTxANN2N~ llFPAkt`TML~~IT 

At}U~NIJBM AGENd~A 

3~z~.y 30~ 19f34 

SUP~AYI~O~~AT, 17~ST~ZCTs V 

Motion made by ~upervis~r Sutton, seconded by 5uperuisor Rood, t~ approve the 

r~cotn~nendatians of the ~~anning Commission regarding the amendments to the zanirrg 

district maps, within the °HP" Combi~7ng Distt~i~t, which includes a pQrti~n of 

H7iltop, the Old Truckee Cemetery, and the Donner Crass Site, and the E31d Schaeffer 

Crave Site. Supervisor 5ut~on clarified that t~~ por~~on of Nilltap re~~rred ~o~ 

includes the area on the map ghat is up to the ridge line and inciud~s some Public 

~1~i~it~y Dis~ric~ pr~per~y, ~~ shown do the exhibit ac~omp~.nying tl~e ordinance, 

and that the Baard r~a~ffirms that the pro~'ec~ qual~f~es under Section 15p6Q of 
the Cal~~fprn~a Envir~nm~nta1 ~uaiity Act, 

On a rail ca77 aote~ the motion pass~cl a~s follows: Ayes: Supervisors Rood, 
Su~G~c~n and Barnhart. Noss: Supervisor 4 ld~r and Han~~n. 

Maps 

1. 1879 Graves Cabin site (hand drawn from memory) 
2. Right of Way and Track Map, Southern Pacific Company, after 1944 
3. 1955, rev'd USGS map showing Donner Cross still by I-80 wayside 
4. 9/30/1976, revised 6/22/1981 and 5/11/1983. Cook Associates drawing 

sheet titled Truckee-Donner Public Utility District Existing Water System. 
Shows old inspection station I-80, and Graves Cabin, Armstrong Tank, 
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McGlashan Springs (misspelled McGlasson and McGlashen). Ma~~ Nc~. 1-
2~0L (5`~' box). Excerpt of relevant area below. Note the relative distances 
between the Donner Monument and the Gravel Pit areas (in previous 
maps, owned by Pacific Fruit & Express (PF&E), and noted as a meadow, 
the Donner Monument and Graves Cabin, and between the Inspection 
Station (the old `Bug Station" agricultural checkpoint) and Graves Cabin, 
and Interstate 80. 

5. 1992 USGS map showing Donner Cross (Graves Cabin Site), and the 

Inspection Sta. 

In March 2024, TDHS contacted the USGS.gov map center to obtain the exact 

coordinates from their records of where BM 5944 is. Locating this benchmark 

may assist in determining just how many times the Donner Cross and or the 

Graves Cabin (site) may have been moved. Compare the 1955, 1986, and 1982 

USGS maps to see the different locations of this benchmark. Correspondence 

with the USGS revealed that they could NOT locate the benchmark as late as 

1989. They also provided the coordinates for the last known location of the 

benchmark: 39° 19' 31" N, 120° 13' 22" W . Note that this is NOT the present 

location of the Donner Cross. (BM 5944 now referred to as KS01 1 ~). 

6. Present location of Donner Cross (maps.~oa~le.com); 

hops://www.~oo~le.com/maps/@39.3202942,-

120.2222091,1341m/data- i3m1 i 1e3?entr~~ttu 
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Coordinates: 39.325476, -120.221522 

(above image from google maps showing the CURRENT June 2024 "easement" 

site of the Donner Cross and accompanying boulder [where the plaque has been 

placed but temporarily removed for safekeeping from vandalism, winter weather 

and sidewalk construction work] 
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Summary 

The Donner Cross was the first monument to the ill-fated Donner Party erected 

by the citizens of Truckee in 1887 to mark the site of the Graves Cabin in a low 

meadow. The first Donner Cross anti ils irrirrie~liate replacements lead squared-

ends on the top aild horizontal cross beam. The cross was moved to make room 

for an ice pond, and those crosses had a pointed top, but still squared-off 

horizontal cross beam. The Donner Monument was built in 1918. The cross 

remained near the ice pond until it succumbed to the Sierra winters. Crosses built 

after 1927 have both pointed horizontal cross beam and top. The Donner Cross 

was burned by vandals and campers, replaced again in 1927, with a plaque, only 

to be moved yet again when Interstate 80 was being planned. Moved again to the 

West Truckee / Citizens' Bank Plaza / Factory Stores in the mid 1980s, only to be 

moved yet again to Donner Pass Road in 1988. It remained there until it too 

rotted and thankfully was replaced in 2010. This repetitive "relocation" of a 

historical object has got to stop. The Donner Cross is far away enough from the 

Donner Monument that one has to know that it is there. It is easily missed. 

Granting landmark status for the Donner Cross by the 

Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission means it is much less likely 

that it will be moved yet again. 

The Donner Cross saga remains convoluted, not fully understood or 

recognized as the other two Donner Party sites found at the California State 

Donner Memorial State Park (the Murphy Cabin and Breen Cabin sites) and the 

Tahoe National Forest-Donner Camp Picnic Site and Interpretive Trail at Alder 

Creek, site of the Donner families. 

Why the Donner Cross has not been recognized before now as a public historical 

landmark — indeed conferred National Register Historic Place status - remains a 

mystery. And a true travesty. Hopefully, landmarking by the Nevada County 

Historical Landmarks Commission will add clarity 

to the tragic story of the Donner Party and the public's desire for remembrance 

for all three recognized National Register Historic Places sites. 
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Appendices 

Appendix 1 — National Register Historic Places Keeper of the National Register 

signed Oct. 1983 for NRHP with accompanying 2 maps 

Appendix 2 - April 1985 Partnership Easement Deed declaring the Donner 

Cross / Graves Cabin (Site) to be of historical significance to be displayed with. 

right of public access (Parcel No. 18-500-13), including the property description 

Exhibit "A" 

Appendix 3 - 12/08/1975 TDHS summary location Graves Cabin Marker relative 

to the Donner Cross — 195' SOUTH of present location of Donner Cross 

Appendix 4 - 4/2/1976 letter from California Department of Transportation to 

TDHS WITH map with 2 red Xs' marking the location of the Graves Cabin site 

marker 

Appendix 5 — April 17, 1984 letter from Nevada County Historical Landmarks 

Commission to the Nevada County Board of Supervisors supporting TDHS' efforts 

to have the Donner Cross included in Spot Zoning approval. 

Application Preparation: 

Heidi Sproat, TDHS Chief Editor, Volunteer Researcher 

Chaun Owens-Mortier, TDHS Vice-President and Researcher 

Gregory P. Zirbel, TDHS President 

NCHLC Application sponsored by Barbara Shelden Czerwinski, Ph.D., Nevada 

County Historical Landmarks Commissioner, District 5, 2013-2024. 
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Appendix 1-

National Register Historic Places Keeper of the 

National Register 

signed Oct. 1983 for NRHP with accompanying 

2 ~~aps 
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The sites of the cabins where the Donner Party wintered are in three locations. 
Included within the Donner Memorial State Park are the sites of the Murphy Cabin 
and the Breen-Keseberg Cabin. Across U.S. Route 40 and about a half mile east 
is the site of the Reed-Graves Cabin. About Smiles to the north on the Tahoe 
National Forest lics the elder Creek of George and Jacob Donner. There each 
family built a separate tipi using the wagon tilt and brus}~. 

All that remains of the dreadful camp is a large rock against which the Murphys 
built their cabin and the quiet of the forest. A plaque marks the rock. An 
heroic statue dedicated in 1918 and showing a pioneer family facing westward 
marks the site of the Breen-Keseberg Cabin. To the east is a modern building 
housing a museum. Across the highway and a short distance to the east is a 
simple white wooden cross marking the site of the Reed-Graves cabin. 

The Alder Creek Camp, five miles north, is impressively natural and lonely. 
On a fine summer's day it is a lovely camping place, untroubled by modern 
intrussions save for simple interpretive signs put up by the Forest Service. 
Fine tall trees reach for the sky. A lush meadow stretches away to the east 
and the violet-purple o£ the mountains D seen at a distance, seem hardly 
threatening. Cut into the face of the land, the ruts of the Emigrant Trail 
are still visible. In winter, the snow can be as deep as a man on horseback 
is tall. 

On the first of November 1846, the sites looked far different. The cabins were 
squat, hastily constructed, and rawer than the usual frontier cabins. Doors 
were the only openings, and they were covered with hides. The roofs were 
green poles placed across the log cribs and covered with tents, wagon tilts, 
or hides. The Breens had taken possession of a cabin already there; the 
Kesebergs built a lean-to to this. The other cabins were built double to save 
building one wall. Into these flimsy structures were packed 60 people - 19 
men, 12 women, and 29 children, some so young as to be still at the breast. 
Around the cabins lay piles of belongings hurriedly unpacked from snow-bound 
wagons. A few half-starved cattle, horses, and mules staggered about, 
browsing on the trees, for the hay in the meadow was already deep tinder the 
snow. Many of the oxen had already bccn slaughtered and their quarters 
stacked like cord-wood, frozen stiff. 

At the Alder Creek site, George and Jacob Donner had cut logs to build cabins 
after their November 3rd arrival, but it snowed, and t'ley quickly abandoned 
the idea, settling for crude brush arbors covered with canvas, their coats, 
and any thing else they could find. This camp housed 21 people - six men, 
three women, and 12 children. 
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1846-47 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 
NfA

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Scene of the snow-bound winter camps of the Donner Party, 1846-47, where tragedy 

and horror struck this group of 8? California-bound emigrants, these sites 

represent the worst disaster in the record of western migration, Wti31e many of 
the vicissitudes suffered by the Donner party before they went into winter camp 
were visited up or. other migrants, never had so much gone wrong, so fatally, for 
any other group.When the stranded people were reduced to eating the flesh of 

their dead comrades, the final thrill of horror was added to a story of trial, 
heroism, greed, cowardice, and despair, that raised this venture to epic prc-

portions. 

HISTORY 

In April of 1846 awell-equipped party of emigrants, led by Jacob and George 
Donner, set out from Illinois for California. All America was going west that 
year, and the Donners were joined by other travelers en-route. At South Pass 
on July 17, the train received word that Lansford HJ. Hastings would be waiting 
at Fort Bridged to escort them along a new and shorter route to California. 
Hastings' 1845 Emigrants' Guide to Oregon F, California was well known to 

members of the train, so, despite the warning of a group of old mountain men, 

twenty wagons split off from the train and headed for Fort Bridget. George 

Donner was elected captain of the new train. They arrived at the log-cabin 
fort on July 28th. The famous old mountain man told them that Hastings' cut 
off would save them 350 or 400 miles. No bad canyons, trail mostly smooth, 

hard, and level. Only Digger Indians, and only one dry drive of around 
40 miles. 

Hastings had gone ahead with a wagon train because the season was getting 

short. He left directions to follow, and on the last day of July, the party 

set off in his tracks. Almost at once things began to go wrong. The track 

was much worse than any they had encountered before. At the place where the 

trail crossed the Weber River they found a letter from Hastings telling them 

that the trail in Weber Canyon was very bad. If they would camp where they 
were and send a messenger forward, he would come back and guide them. Their 
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By February 18, 1847, the camps bore a different aspect. Snow was piled high 

above the roofs. "Inclined planes led up from the cabins to the top of the 

snow, and up these slopes the dead bodies had been dragged with ropes since 

the starving people had not been able to lift them. Some bodies now lay upon 

the snow wrapped in Quilts. Some of the hides which were being used for food 

were putrefied from having served as roofs of cabins and thus been kept warm 

on the inside. The emigrants were overwrought en~~tionally, and many seemed 

mentally ~s~balanced." (From George R. Stewart, Ordeal by Hunger, New York, 

1971, p. 153.) 

On April 13, the scene was still worse: "A scene of filth and mutilated corpses," 

(Ibid., p. 205). At the Donner's Alder Creek camp, "the rich property of the 

Donners lay scattered around everywhere. The melting of the snow and the spring 

freshets had flooded most of the camp, and sodden in the water lay books, bolts 

of cloth, tea and coffee, shoes, percussion caps, kitchen ware, and goods of all 

conceivable kinds which the Donners had hoped to use for themselves or to sell 

to advantage in California. A survey of the camp revealed worse things. At the 

entrance to the tent they found a large iron kettle, containing human flesh, 

cut up...Further search disclosed the body of George Donner carefully wrapped 

in a sheet, the last tender attention of his wife. But this care had not 

prevented the mutilation of the body. The head had been split open and the 

braine removed; flesh had also been taken for the kettle." (Ibid, p. 206). 

All that is gone now. The last of the bodies was buried by the eastward-hound 

column im der General Stephen Watts Kearny in June 1847. What they collected 

they buried under the Breen-Keseberg Cabin and then put the cabins to the torch. 

Nothing remains of the horror and the valor but the land and the mountains. 
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messenger returned 5 days later with bad new In places the canyon was 

entirely impassible, but Hastings refused to come back. He had taken his 

train thru Weber Canyon without ever actually having been there before and 

had lost too much time. The messenger, James Reed, had explored anew way 

as he came back, and the party decided to take that route. The route proved 

to be thru a canyon choked with willow, alder, taspen 20 ft. high, enter-

twined with servic-berries and wild rose. Having cut their way thru that, 

they had mountains, the likes of which they had never seen before--The 

Wahsatch range--to cross, cutting road every inch of the way with only 

31 men, some too old to do the hardest work. They used 21 days traversing 

36 miles. It was now the 27th of August. They had become the rear guard 

of the year's migration. 

With men and animals worn out they entered the valley of the Great Salt Lake 

and began the terrible 80 mile dry march in Utah. They lost oxen and had 

to leave wagons behind, but, although they were all worn and dehydrated,.no 

lives were lost. Following Hastings' track again they drove west and then 

south around the Ruby Mountain, before turning north again. Finally on 

the last day of September they reached the westward flowing trickle of the 

Humbolt River and were back again on the main California trail. They had 

taken a harsh 125 mile detour which had pulled down men and animals, taken 

precious time (and time was running out), and the first faint fault lines 

of uisentegration were beginning to show in the unity of the train. 

Temper already frayed grew worse and finally snapped. .Tames Itcccl killed 

John Snyder in self defense but found himself banished from the train. 

The rot had begun to accelerate. Mr. Hardcoop, a 70 year old man, had 

wandered away and been left to die alone in the desert. The unit was 

atomizing before the joint fears of starvation and snow. The Humbolt Sink 

was a nightmare. Supplies were terribly low as they crossed the last 

desert and came to rest in the paradise of Trucker Meadows. Dangerously 

late in the season, failing in mind, body, and equipment, and running 

short of supplies, they still had the awesome Sierra Nevada to cross. On 

October 23 theyj,~an the cruel climb up the narrow canyon of the Truckee. 

At Truckee Lake (now Donner Lake), but a short march to the summit of the 

pass--three days at most--it began to snow. It was October 31st. 

(Continued) 
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Unable to proceed they camped near the lake, hoping to be able to push on when 

the snow melted. The one cabin already there was appropriated by the Breen 

family. Keseberg built a lean-to to it. They built two other cabins, double 
ones, and huddled in them, hardly a wagon train any longer gathering, but a 

group of desparate individuals unable to cooperate and driven by terror. 

The Donners had fallen behind, plagued by a broken axle. They never did reach 

the lake. Five miles back up the trail at a meadow beside Alder Creek they 

carrrped. Unable to build even the wretched cabins that sheltered the others, 

they threw up a pair of brush arbors covered by cloth and dug in. 

And still the snow fell. Deeper and deeper. There was no game and most of the 

remaining cattle wandered off in the storm and perished. 

What followed is the most terrible story in the ann~•lsof the western migration--a 
very human ble nd of high heroism and utter degradation. 

By December they were reduced to eating hides and bark. Each family group 

hoarded what they had with no thought of sharing. Four men had died and one 
was insane•.. Around the middle of the month fifteen of the strongest set out 
to cross the snow choked pass on foot. Caught in a blizzard, eight men died, 
and the others survived by eating the flesh of the dead. After an incredible 
32-day journey the survivors arrived at Johnson's Ranch and safety. In turn 

the first of four reflief expeditions set out to rescue the stranded party.. 

Conditions back at the carrips continued to deteriorate. The snow was nearly 
10 feet deep. Eight more were dead, half of them toddlers. Sharing and 

community effort long since forgotten, the group hardly existed as a group 

any longer. Each family dug into its pitiful shelter and clutched the 

rapidly declining food supplies. Even the hides were getting scarce. With 
shudders and averted faces, some of the stranded had begun to subsist on 

the flesh of the dead. 

The seven of the first relief expedition took 20 survivors out with them in 

Feb ruary.. Twelve were under the age of 16 and four were women. Only three 

lives were lost in reaching the central valley, but among those left behind, 

eight more died, including George and Tamsen Donner (Jacob had died in December; 

his wife Elizabeth died in March). Tamsen had refused to leave her dying 

(Continued) 
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husband when the first relief expedition went--stayed and came to a mysterious 

end, possibly murdered by Lewis Keseber~. Slie was certainly eaten by him. 

The second relief arrived in early March and was able to take out only eight, 

all but 2, children. Three died on the trek. The third and fourth relief 

expeditionslost no lives, and with the removal of the half-mad Lewis Keseberg, 

no human was left in the shambles at the lake and beside Alder Creek, but the 

look of the camps is almost impossible to describe. As the snow melted, many 

things stood revealed: ruined property, the carcasses of animals now rotting, 

hair, bones, and parts of human bodies. No writer of fiction could imagine a 

place of such horror. 

Of the 23 men, 15 women, and 41 children who were trapped below the pass, 2/3 of 

the men died (and most died early), about 1/3 of the children died (beginning 

around the middle of the ordeal), but just 1/4 (4) of the women died (and mist 

of them near the end), were the men inspired by their sense of responsibility 

and by the heroics of the age to over-exertion? Were food portions doled out 

equally in spite of size? Or was the reason physiological? Or psychological? 

And what of the encredible heroism of the relief parties? To be sure, a money 

price was offered by Sutter, but they knew what they would have to endure, not 

once, but twice, to bring out the stranded emigrants. Thirty men chose to go 

against the mighty Sierras in full winter to tl~e rescue. Four of the men had 

family there, the rest went to help strangers. 

What of the party? It is one thing to say that 42 of them perished. Better to 

say that over half-47-survived hardships physical and psychological that make 

the blood run cold. That some of them ate human flesh to survive gives the 

story its peculiar fascination down the years, for that taboo runs strong in 

the human soul; that they survived at all is the highest kind of tribute to the 

indomitable human spirit. That is what we memorialize at the Donner sites--not 

the bickering, the petty selfishness of the party, but the will, now flickering, 

now flowing strong and hot--the will to survive. 

And the cause of the disaster? Say bad judgement, bad information and still you 

have not explained it. It was the ill-fate, the bad luck of the draw, that more 

things went wrong--including an early and heavy winter in the Sierras--for the 

Donner Party than for any other recorded emigrant party. 

Both the State park and the Alder Creek site are open during daylight hours. 

There is a well-designed museum at the State park. 

r,Pn eyz a55 
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C.F. McGlashan, History of the Donner Party, A Tragedy of the Sierra 

(Stanford, 1976). 

Virginia Reed Murphy,"A Personal Narrative of the Overland Trip to 

California," reprint from Century Magazine, 1892. 

George R. Stewart, Ordeal by Hunger, 2nd edition (New York, 1960). 
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UTM References 

1. Murphy and Graves Cabin Sites (USGS 7.5` ~uckee Quadrangle) 

A, 10.739615 • ~+356~+00 
B. 10.739620.x+356215 
c. 10.738620.x+355835 
D. 10.738680.4356255 

2. Alder Creek Camp (USGS 15' ~uckee Quadrangle 

A. 10.745450.x+362650 
B. 10.7+4950.x+361700 
c . 10.7 +3875. x+361650 
D. 10.743900.x+363300 

Verbal Boundary Description 

1. Murphy Cabin Site - Donner Memorial State Park. The verbal boundary 
description is keyed to USGS ̀ Buckee Quadrangle, 7.5' Series. Beginning 
at the northeast corner of the Donner Memorial State Park boundary proceed 
along the boundary in a sourtherly then westerly then sourtherly direction circa 
1,550' to a point circa 300' southeast of the Murphy Cabin site, thence 
in a westerly direction circa x+00' to a point circa 300' to the southwest 
of the Murphy Cabin site, thence in a northerly direction in a str~~i~ht :Line 
circa 1,100' to the north boundary of the Donner Memorial State Park, thence 
in an easterly direction along the State Park boundary circa 1,000' to the 
northeast corner of the State Park, the point of beginning. 

2. Graves Cabin Site. The verbal boundary description is keyed to USGS 
Buckee Quadrangle, 7.5' Series. Beginning at a point on the southern edge 
of the U.S. Route 40 right of way circa 800' east of the Donner Memorial 
State Park exit from U.S. 40, proceed in a straight line in a southerly 
direction circa 500' to a point on the northern edge of Interstate Route 80 
right of way, thence along the northern edge of the Interstate 80 right of 
way 725' to a point on the Donner State Park exit ramp from Interstate 80, 
thence in a northeasterly direction in a straight line circa 800' to the 
point of beginning. This boundary encloses in a triangle the Graves Cabin 
site. 
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Verbal Boundary Description (continued). 

3. Alder Creek Camp. The verbal boundary description is keyed to USGS 
Truckee Quadrangle, 15' Series. Beginning at the ju~tion of Alder Creek 
and Prosser Creek proceed in a southerly then southwesterly then westerly 
direction following Alder Creek to the point where Alder Creek meets the 
"Old Railroad Grade" then along the "Old Railroad Grade" in an easterly 
then north then northwesterly direction to the point where the "Old Railroad 
Grade" meets the Tahoe National Forest Boundary almost at the center of 
section 26, T. 18 N., R. 16 E., thence north along the Tahoe National 
Forest Boundary to the point where the boundary meets Prosser Creek, 
thence following Prosser Creek in a southeasterly direction to the junction 
of Prosser Creek and Alder Creek, the point of beginning. 

Boundary Justification. 

The Donner camp sites were designated a national historic landmark 
in 1961 without boundaries. In drawing the boundary for the landmark, 
the sites of the Murphy Cabin and the Graves Cabin as well as the Alder 
Creek site of the Donner "cabin" have been included in the landmark as 
non-contiguous units_: of the Donner Camp Site National Historic Landmark. 
All three sites are associated with the 18+6-47 Donner party tragedy. 
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Appendix 2 - 

April 1985 Partnership Easement Deed 

declaring the Donner 

Cross / Graves Cabin (Site) to be of historical 

significance ~o be displayed with 

right of public access (Parcel No. 18-500-13), 

including the property description 

Exhibit "A" 
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SPACE ABOVE THIS LINE FOR RECORDER'S USE 

Partnership ~i ~ Deed 6552bTR EAS FSIF.N'P 
TO 1875 CA 1~2-76~ 

THIS FORM FURNISHED kIV TICOft TITLE INSURERS ^ ~~ N

The undersigned granmr(s} declare(s): 

Documentary transfer tax is 3 none 

( ?{ ) computed on full value of property conveyed, or 

( ) computed on full value less value of liens and encumbrances remaining at time of sale. 

( X ) Unincorporated area: ( ) City of _, and 

FOR A VALUABLE CONSIDERATION, receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, 

TRUCY.E~ ItdVESTORS 

a General partnership organized under the lativs oP the State of California 
hereby GRANTS to 

TRUCKEE—DONNER HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF TRUCiC~E, CALIFORNIA 

the following described real property in the unincorporated area 

County of Nevada , State of California: 

J 

SEE EXHIBIT "A" ATTACHED HERETO FOR LEGAL DESCRIPTION HEREIN 
MADE A PART HEREOF. 

Parcel No. 18-500-13 

Dntcd_ __AnY] 7. ~5_ 1.gA5 __ _ 

STATE OF CALIFOitNIA 

Sacramento ~ ss. 
COUNTY OF pr
On ~i'~- ~0~_ 19~ before me, the under-
si ned, a Notary Public in and for said State, personally appeared 
~ames P. Bezzeridea ----------_-~»_~__~. 

pia v~e~_~n~'.4tt ~e ~i~s3,s a'3' an'£'~s3"ac~o"ry 
known to me to he ~ n~ ..___ of the partners of the 
partnership that executed the within instrument, and acknowledged 
to me that such partnership executed the same. 
WITNESS my hand and o(~icial seal. 

Signature ~~ ~" 'S~~ ~'"'~'"'' 

TRIIC ~'.F I?~VP;ST~RS 

Al MES P. B~Z/ZERID Partner 
`~ gy_ 

~~G~rrr~~'~ C ~1sUE~ --
~,~J~AfES C. BELDA Partner 

~~ 

OFftgAL REAL 
YAM. D~N(iOECHEi1 

ttal~ry ►uhib-Callfomt~ 
f̀ SACfiJWEMO OOUHiY 

! ~ MY Conm. EYp. Mv. fit, !9lla f+o.~~ 

(This ar<a for olllcial notnrinl sml; 

( Tide Order No._.~ ___Escrow or Loan No. 

I MAIL TAX STATEMENTS AS DIRECTED ABOVE 
=&~~tta.,,.. .:c 

... 
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EX1dIBIT "A" 

~~ -~~°~~ An Easeme~nC hereby dedz~~~a~~t~ed Co ~he~ ~-Tr~u~c~kee-Don•nez~..~ ~Histor~:i~~~a~~~ •~~.S~oc:~ety --~~~~~~~~ 
of Truckee, California fox purposes of displaying the hi.sCorical Donner 

Trail Cross and Graves' Cabin Marker and more particularly described 

as £olloias 

BEGINNING at the northeast corner of that parcel shown in Book 7 

of Surveys at Page 66 in the office of the Recorder of the County of 

Nevada, Chence South 83° 25' 40" Ldest, 20.00 feet along the northerly line 

of said parcel; thence South 0l° 58' 05" East, 20.00 feet; thence North 

83° 25' 40" East, 20.00 feet to the easterly line of said parcel; thence 

North 10° 58' 05" West, 20.00 feet to the Point of Beginning. 

Coneaining 399 square feet, more or less. 

Together with the right of public access to these facilities, said access 

t~ be from Donner Pass Road adjacent Co the above described parcel, said 

easement sha11 be abandoned if the referenced monuments are officially 

removed by the Truckee-Donner Iiistori.cal Society. 

W 

W 
x 
m 
d 

Parcel No. 18-500-13 

--__ __ 
(Partnership) 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF SOlal10 

nnroAroMa~rrr -

SS. 

On May ~ ~ 198 5 before me, the undersigned, a Notary Public in and for 

said State, personally appeared ames C . Belda 

personally known to me or 
proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be 
the person _ who executed the within instrument as 

011 e of the partners of the partnership 
th'a't exe"cut'ed the within' instrument, and acknowledgeel 
to me that such partnership executed the same. 
WITNESS my hand and official seal ',

~--, 
Signature ~ ~. ~.0 ~ { 

~ OFFICIAL SEAL 

-YM^V ~r~O al 0ttic~e In S8lAN0 Cho n~ 

RGiA L. MiTCH11 
ty" 

~. 
My CommEsslon Expires June 28, 1987 

~~~ 

(This arca for official notarial seal) 
f 
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R ECOR DING. RC4UESTEO 6Y 

AND nHCN PECOpDEO MAIL i0 

Nom,. TRUCKEE DONNER HISTORICAL SO~' 
p. O. Box 893 Street ''~,

Addrgs Truckee, Calzf. 95734 ~'~..
Cify 8 

S,°'e L 6526— tr 

O 

l iF~i~~ii~ 
;'~.i:Ui.JS 

k5CO^JCD P~'I (?~~~~cST OC f~v i ~q 1'~1 
ti~yi..~~i _~Q.t._... 

~U~ 1.3 1979 
AT~MIN, paST ~ O'CLOC'r i ' ~~ N[\'J~DA CPUN7Y. CgLIFOittii.~1 `„ 

SPACE ABOVE THIS LINE FOR RECORDER'S USF ~~~~ 
ine un~ersigoed gran[or(s) dcclarc(s): 
nocumentary transfer tax is S none 
( ~ computed on full value of property conveyed, or 
( ) computed on full value less value of liens and encumbrances remaining at time of Bale. 

Grant Deed ~«~}:~ ~. 
FOR A VAi,UABLE CONSIDERATION, receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, 

`1'~'~tCkFt~ 7nvaGf-nrc ; .. a nartnarchi,n 

hereby GRANTS) to 
Truckee-Donner Historical Society of Truckee, California 

the following described real property in the 
County of Nevadd State of California: 

An Easement hereby dedicated to the Truckee-Donner I-iistorical Society 
of Truckee, California for purposes of displaying the historical Donner 
Trail Cross and Graves' Cabin Marker and more particularly described 
as follows: 

BEGINNING at the northeast corner of that parcel shown in Book 7 of 
Surveys at Page 66 in the office of the Recorder of the County of Nevada 
thence South 83° 25' 40" West, 20.00 feet along the northerly line of 
said parcel; thence South 03Q 58' 05" East, 20.00 feet; thence North 
83~ 25' 40" East, 20.00 feet to the easterly line of said parcel; thence 
North 10° 58' 05" West, 20.00 feet to the Point of. Beginning. 
Containing 399 square £eat, more or Less. 

Together with the right of public access to these f.aci.lities, said acces 
to be from Donner Pass Road adjacent to the above described parcel, said 
easement sha12 be abandoned if the rPr"er.~r~~; ' ~==s,,. «-..-4-• .• . - . -•~-.l~^+ 
rcmovca ny the Truckee-Donner Historical Society. 

W 
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STATE OE CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF 
Nevada ~ ~• 

on June 4, 1979 

hetore me, the undersigned, a TJ.o~ary Public in and [or said State, personally npyaared 
Tames P Bezzerides 

_ IC710R'fl f0 ilSC 
~p M OriE of the partners of the ~armcrship 
tha4 executed the within instrument, and acknowledged to me 
that such Dartnership executed the same. 

WITNESS my hand and official seal. 

~ i~ ~ 

LV VIYI t yr 

On before me, the under-

signed, oNotary Public in and for said State, perlonalfy appeared 

--__ 
known to me 

!o be the peison~whose name_..—_—subscribed to the 

within instrument and acknowledged that executed 

the some. 

WIlNE55 my hand and official seal. 

'0' 5~'~Enf'~ - ~ 1 

"' PATRICIA E. CNAYFIECO 
NOTARY PUBUGCALIFOflN1A 

PtInCWaI Q~rGt m NEVADA (Aunty 1 
.~ rL.mrni]sien Eratra> Rlsrth ^3, t'AR2 

,_, June 4, 1979 

~~~T~7~-La~~kee~ Investors, by: c 

A 

1  ~ 

l - - 

ITC—~6-7--69-A Mail Tox StotemeMs to Retum Address ~+bove ~~~23 



Appendix 3 — 

12/08/1975 TDHS summary location Graves 

Cabin Marker relative 

to the Donner Cross — 195' SOUTH of present 

location of Donner Crass 
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Appendix 4 - 

4/2/ 1976 letter from California Department of 

Transportation to 

TDHS WITH map with 2 red Xs' marking the 

location of the Graves Cabin site 

marker 
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APR. 6 i9'10 

~~ 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA—TRANSPORTATION AGENCY EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION ,jq;

DISTRICT 3 ~.k~J~k 

P.O. BOX 911, MARYSVILLE 95901 ~ 

Ppril 2, 1976 

Mrs. Marjorie Hammers 

Secretary 

Truckee-Donner Historical Society 

Box 893 

Truckee, Ca3.ifornia 95734 

Dear Mxs. Hammers: 

Zt is nice to know the Truckee-Donner Historical 
Society is active i.n preserving some of this state's heritage and 
it is a pleasure to assist you in your search for the Reed/Graves 

cabin site marker. 

The marker was moved in an early stage of freeway con-

struction. A contract to build eight miles of freeway, now 

called Interstate 80, was begun in January of 1958 and completed 

in December of 1959. This project extended from the interchange 

with Donner Pass Road east of Donner Park (referred to as the 

Donner Lake interchange) east to Boca. Extra money was added to 

the contract to permit removal of the plaque to a point where i~. 

could be preserved. The plaque, originally placed in 1919, Z am 

told, was 200 to 400 feet west of the pzesent agricultural. inspec-

tion station immediately north of Donner Creek before it was 

rechannel.ed by the contractor. I am enclosing a map. The post 

with the plaque was mounted at one of the two spots marked by a 

red X on the plans, according to the recall of a man here who worked 

on that project. 

The plaque is now mounted at ground level on the north 

side of the freeway. Although I am sure you know where it is, Z 

will include this information for the written record. It can be 

found by driving east toward Truckee on Donner Pass Road (old 

U.S. 40) to a point near the elementary school located there. 

Near the school there is an empty parcel on which stands a cross. 

6dalk due south of the cross toward the freeway about 150 yards. 

You should find the marker set in the ground at that point. 

Steve Moore is one of the rangers at Donner Memorial 

Park. His telephone number is 587-3789. T have checked with him 

and he offers to walk to the present marker site and help you 

calculate the precise cabin location if you want to do that. 

Although we have pictures of construction work in that 

area, I am not able to find pictures of the plaque in the ground 

before it was moved. Z regret not being able to supply you with 
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~M 

Mrs. Marjorie Hammers 

Page 2 

April 2, 1976 

a photo as Z am sure that would add a great deal to your historical 

record. Nevertheless, I w~ii keep your request in mind and if 
some agency other than our own ever had the picture, we'11 forward 

the information on. Sometimes historical records have a way of 

sux'facing after the original research, such as yours, has stimulated 

the thinking of people involved. 

Cordially, 

t ~~~~ 
Alice L. Wygant 

District Information Officer 

ALW:pm 

Enc. 
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Appendix 5 - 

April 17, 1984 letter from Nevada County 

Historical Landmarks 

Commission to the Nevada County Board of 

Supervisors supporting TDHS' efforts 

to have the Donner Cross included in Spot 

Zoning approval. 



Air f i 17, 19~~4 

Board of Supervisors 

201 Church St. 

~~Jevada City, CA 95959 

Honorable Memberss 

The Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission 

wishes to offer asgigtance and support to the 

Truckee—Danner His'torlcal Society in its request 

for the protecflon of two very historical sites 

under Spot Zoning. These sftee are: 

1 . The FrankI tn Graves Cab1n S1to 

2. The George Schaffer Grave Site 

Slnce~ely, 

Marian Conway, Chairman 

ccs John Curtis 

(Pres. Truckee—Donner 

Historical Society) 
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LANDMARK NEV 24-07. 
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OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF NEVADA 

RESOLUTION DESIGNATING THE DONNER CROSS, LOCATED 

IN FRONT OF 12047 DONNER PASS ROAD, TRUCKEE, CA 96161, 

AS NEVADA COUNTY HISTORICAL LANDMARK NEV 24-07 

WHEREAS, the Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission (NCF ILC) was 

established in 1969 to promote the general welfare of Nevada County and its citizens through 

official recognition, recording, marking, preserving, and promoting the historical resources of 

Nevada County; and 

WHEREAS, the NCHLC has since sustained an active program of cataloging and 

recommending for designation historical sites and structures throughout Nevada County; and 

WHEREAS, the NCHLC accepts applications, processes and verifies applications for 

proposed historical landmark designation, and recommends said landmark designations for 

approval by the Nevada County Board of Supervisors; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors supports the promotion of the public health, safety, 

and general welfare by providing for the identification, protection, enhancement, perpetuation, 

and use of improvements, buildings, structures, signs, objects, features, sites, places, districts, and 

areas within the County that reflect special elements of the County's architectural, artistic, 

cultural, engineering, aesthetic, historical, political, social, and other heritage, by allowing their 

registration as Nevada County Historical Landmarks for the following reasons: 

1. Safeguarding Nevada County's heritage as embodied and reflected in the Donner 

Cross and its influence on Nevada County's cultural and social history, and commemorating the 

valuable role it played in this community; and 

2. Encouraging public knowledge, understanding, and appreciation of Nevada 

County's history as reflected in its heritage; and 

3. Fostering civic and neighborhood pride and a sense of identity based upon the 

recognition and use of cultural resources; and 

4. Preserving diverse and harmonious architectural styles and design innovations; and 

5. enhancing property values to increase economic and financial benefits to Nevada 

County and its inhabitants by preserving and promoting historical buildings; and 

6. Protecting and enhancing Nevada County's attraction to tourists and visitors, 

thereby stimulating business and industry; and 



7. Identifying pis early as possible, and resolving, conflicts between the preservation of 

cultural resources and alternative land uses in a section of Nevada County that may see future 

population growth; and 

WHEREAS, NCHLC received an application from the Truckee-Donner Historical Society 

and signed by Gregory P. Zirbel, on June 14, 2024, requesting that the Donner Cross, located in 

front of 12047 Donner Pass Road, Truckee, CA 96161, be designated as a Nevada County 

Historical Landmark; and 

WHEREAS, at its June 21, 2024, meeting, the NCHLC verified and unanimously 

approved the application and now recommends that the Board of Supervisors designate the 

property as a Nevada County Historical Landmark. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Supervisors of the County of 

Nevada hereby accepts the NCHLC's recommendation and designates the Donner Cross, located 

in front of 12047 Donner Pass Road, Truckee, CA 96161, as Nevada County Historical Landmark 

24-07; and 

BE IT FURTHER R~,SOLVED that the Clerk of the Board is hereby directed to record a 

certified copy of this Resolution with the Office of the Nevada County Clerk-Recorder within ten 

(10) days after the adoption hereof. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Nevada at a regular meeting of 

said Board, held on the 8th day of October 2024, by the following vote of said Board: 

ATTEST: 

TINE MATHIASEN 

Chief Deputy Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

Ayes: Supervisors Heidi Hall, Edward C. Scofield, Lisa Swarthout, 

Susan Hoek, and Hardy Bullock. 

Noes: None. 
The foregoing instrument is a correct 

Absent: clone. pop / of the riginal on file in this office. 

~-~ _.5 3 
Abstain: None. ATTEST: ~.. 11 Z 

Clerk of the Board 

Recuse: None. 
Court f Nev a 

BY: lsv~.:..~~~~~̂ a'" 

Y Hardy Bullock, Chair 


