Not a County Resident

My name is David Watkinson. | represent Emgold Mining Corporation and its predecessor
Emperor Gold, who are referenced in the Staff Report multiple times. Our company was
involved in trying to reopen the Idaho-Maryland Mine between the period of 1993 to 2013.

| met the principals of the BET Trust multiple times after joining the company in 2006. Idaho-
Maryland Industries Inc., the Ghidotti’s, and the BET Trust all maintained and preserved the
historic survey maps, geological maps, assay maps and data, production reports, and other data
from the historic Idaho Maryland Mine since its closure with the expectation that at some point
the mine would be acquired and reopened. We were allowed to make copies of this
information only, and the original documents were retained by the BET Trust because they
recognized their value and importance to reopening the mine.

The Staff Report erroneously concludes that Emgold did not apply for vested rights to reopen
the Idaho-Maryland Mine in 2005 because we believed there were no vested rights. Note that
Staff did not contact us, so | don’t know how they could make this determination The factis,
Emgold did not apply for vested rights in 2005 because our proposed Project did not meet the
criteria for a vested rights application. Our proposed Project was based on a 2,400 ton per day
operating rate, twice the historic production rate. It also included both a gold processing plant
and a ceramics plant to recycle mineral waste from the mine. The ceramics plant was not a
historic use of the property. Hence, our proposed Project required, by law, that we apply for a
Conditional Use Permit and go through the CEQA process. That did not mean vested rights did
not exist, they just did not apply to our project as proposed.

The Staff Report makes numerous references to surface rights being sold off by Idaho-Maryiand
Mine or subsequent owners, after closure, as examples of abandonment of the mine. Thisis a
flawed and erroneous analysis. | quote Jack Clark’s book, Gold in Quartz, page 195, “By the
early 1930’s, the corporation controlled 2,180 acres of land not all of which was suited for
mining purposes. Local citizens often criticized the companies for the unkempt condition of
their properties. To remedy this, Errol MacBoyle began purchasing portions of the land for his
personal development, thereby releasing the corporation from its responsibility. The mineral
rights remained with the mine.” Jack Clark’s book details three land packages, the 492-acre
Loma Rica Rancho, the 220 acre-Loma Rica Ranch, and the 117 Loma Rica Airport, or at least
40% of the total surface rights to the mine being sold off in the 1930’s when the mine was
clearly operating. They were not abandoning their vested rights. Surface property rights were
sold off by the mining company or subsequent owners to generate cash, to eliminate the cost of
maintaining unneeded surface properties, and to minimize the payment of property taxes
required to maintain their remaining surface rights. The sale of surface properties was actually
a way of preserving their vested rights, not abandoning them.

David Watkinson

President

Emergent Metals Corp. (formerly Emgold Mining Corporation)
Dec. 13, 2023
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My name is Pat Nelson, and | am a resident in District 4. | appreciate the opportunity to
provide comments on the Rise Gold Vested Rights Petition. | am familiar with the mine
and its history because of holding the Director of Environmental Affairs position for the
Emgold Idaho-Maryland Mine Project between 2004 and 2012.

| was responsible for preparing the permit applications to reopen the mine that were
submitted to the City of Grass Valley for their CEQA process. | was the point of contact
for environmental and Emgold sponsored community outreach programs which
included public workshops, delivering presentations to local civic communities, and
coordinating with the City of Grass Valley and Nevada County to ensure factual
information was provided for the CEQA process.

During my tenure | had the opportunity to become familiar with the successor property
owners to McBoyle and Ghidottis, the Bohma, Erickson, and Thoms (BET) Trust. The mine
properties, comprising approximately 250 acres, were developed for precious and
strategic metals and are federally patented mine claims that were established in 1922.
Because the successor property owners to McBoyle were themselves neither mine
operators nor engineers, the properties were periodically leased after his passing in 1949
to explore and develop minerals processes referred to as mine operations. Per
conversations with Bill Thoms, it was the intent of the BET Trust, to engage in activities to
reopen the mine when there was an opportunity to do so economically for the benefit
of the Grass Valley community which was so important to Errol McBoyle.

The County has stated in the staff report that mining operations occurred on the Idaho-
Maryland Mine properties after 1954 when it adopted Ordinance 196 which established
land use planning policies. What the County staff report omitted was that the mine's
operations prior to 1954 is evidence that the mine had established vested rights for
operating a federally patented mine claim. The Surface Mining and Reclamation Act
(SMARA) in fact states:

“No person who obtained a vested right to conduct surface mining operations
prior to January 1, 1976, shall be required to secure a permit to mine, so long as
the vested right continues and as long as no substantial changes have been
made in the operation except in accordance with SMARA, State regulations,
and this Section.”

Although there were modifications to operations due to the changes in ownership,
economics of mining with the advent of many federal, state, and local environmental
laws, the successor property owners had engaged various mining operations. These are
acknowledged in the County Staff Report and documented in the 1990 California
Department of Conservation Division of Mining and Geology (pg. 46) “Mineral Land
Classification of Nevada County Report” which states:

"MRZ-2a (CS)"-2 - Grass Valley Area: This area lies just outside of Grass Valley off
Idaho-Maryland Road. The area is underlain by serpentinite and serpentinized






From: Jack Haverty

To: BOS Public Comment; Heidi Hall
Subject: Special Meeting 12/13-14/23
Date: Wednesday, December 13, 2023 8:23:40 PM
Attachments: OpenPGP_0x746CC322403B8E50.asc
OpenPGP_signature.asc Dist 1

Today's Special Meeting was interesting. As a former elected official (6 years on the Board of
a California Special District), [ have some experience from both sides of the dais.

The presentations struck me as being the debates that you typically see at trials, where each
side argues its case before a judge or jury. That's not surprising since many of the presenters
are lawyers. There was lots of discussions of case law, precedents, prior rulings, and analyses
of phrases extracted from laws and prior judgements.

My training as a holder of public office explained that my primary role as an elected official
was to be a representative of the people, and my duty was to act in the best interests of the
public, while appropriately advised by County Counsel about any relevant questions of law.
In particular, I was not a judge or a jury member and wasn't expected to be one.

For the Nevada County BOS, I'd recommend the supervisors taking a similar stance - acting
solely as a representative of the people. Elected officials are generally not qualified to be
lawyers or judges, and are also not authorized to act as trial juries. They should avoid being
persuaded by lawyers' presentations to believe that they are qualified to make judgements on
legal matters. That is a role for judges and juries.

Please vote your conscience as a representative of the people who live here, and if that leads to
a trial in the future, trust that the judges and juries involved then will hear the arguments and
reach a decision. That's their job.

Jack Haverty
Resident, District 1



From: Itara O"Connell

To: bdofsupervisors
Subject: Continuance
Date: Thursday, December 14, 2023 6:18:33 AM DiSt 1

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't recognize the sender,
consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If you have
more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

Why rush this important decision? Nevada County residents and The Board of Supervisors call for a continuance of
this important decision. The “vested interest rights” discussion could be decided sometime in 2024. Thank you, Itara

O'Connell



From: Ed Scofield

To: Julie Patterson-Hunter; Tine Mathiasen

Subject: Fwd: Other Voices: Responsible mining, Cannon Mine, Wenatchee Washington and the proposed Idaho-Maryland
project | News | theunion.com

Date: Thursday, December 14, 2023 7:25:09 AM Dist 1

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Michael Taylor <mjt4you@gmail.com>

Date: December 14, 2023 at 4:16:16 AM PST

To: Ed Scofield <Ed.Scofield@nevadacountyca.gov>, Jeffrey Thorsby

<Jeffrey. Thorsby@nevadacountyca.gov>

Cec: Kit Elliott <Kit.Elliott@nevadacountyca.gov>, Hardy Bullock
<Hardy.Bullock@nevadacountyca.gov>, Sue Hoek
<Sue.Hoek@nevadacountyca.gov>, Lisa Swarthout
<Lisa.Swarthout@nevadacountyca.gov>, Heidi Hall
<Heidi.Hall@nevadacountyca.gov>

Subject: Other Voices: Responsible mining, Cannon Mine, Wenatchee
Washington and the proposed Idaho-Maryland project | News | theunion.com

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this
email or don't recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know
the content is safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity
Awareness on the County InfoNet.

Dear Chair Ed Scofield,

I wrote you last week, raising the issue there is a conflict of interest with Heidi
Hall’s public opposition to Idaho Maryland Mines reopening in 2008 and 2009.
She was publicly expressing views in direct opposition to Dave Watkinson,
C.0.0. and President of Emgold Mining reopening Idaho Maryland Mine.

This was brought up multiple times yesterday. Heidi is putting the County in
additional liability risks with not recusing herself.

At the time when she was speaking in opposition of the mine reopening, she
worked for the United States Environmental Protection Agency and was on loan
to the California State Water Resource Control Board, at a time just before she
was considering running as a Democrat for US Congress. The mine reopening
was a public and political issue for her at the time, not just a personal opinion.

Yesterday, when Heidi was addressing the issue of conflict of interest, she said



her opinions were expressed as her own personal opinions. Ask yourself at the
time she was expressing her opposition to the mind reopening to the general
public, how could her audience determine she was speaking personally and not
from her position on environmental protection agency or state water board?

I am again asking that Supervisor Hall recuses herself to minimize future financial
liability to the county. Her reasons for not recusing herself will not hold up under
scrutiny.

I trust that my email last week and this one today is part of public record.
Respectfully,

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?
a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.theunion.com%?2fnews%?2fother-voices-responsible-
mining-cannon-mine-wenatchee-washington-and-the-proposed-idaho-maryland-
project%?2farticle 72b7af72-5eed-5277-a232-
519dcf08casSa.html&c=E,1,QddCOQPeRweZ8dHmrqaF3xwxSPe1419TfVr-
pKQIrW5wd7nAMKkywWy9TVZS8r4IRCwT10-UyGFtOyW5gFTviEDAO-
E fPgGa66QI9YFIMVI4ZZEabCU86Q,,&typo=1

Sent from my iPhone





