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RESOLUTION No. 25 451

OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF NEVADA

RESOLUTION DESIGNATING THE GRASS VALLEY WALSH
SAWMILL AND CITY BREWERY SITE, LOCATED AT 309 MILL
STREET, GRASS VALLEY, CA 95945 (APN 008-410-007), AS
NEVADA COUNTY HISTORICAL LANDMARK NEV 25-08

WHEREAS, the Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission (NCHLC) was
established in 1969 to promote the general welfare of Nevada County and its citizens through
official recognition, recording, marﬁing, preserving, and promoting the historical resources of
Nevada County; and

WHEREAS, the NCHLC has since sustained an active program of cataloging and
recommending for designation historical sites and structures throughout Nevada County; and

WHEREAS, the NCHLC accepts applications, processes and verifies applications for
proposed historical landmark designation, and recommends said landmark designations for
approval by the Nevada County Board of Supervisors; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors supports the promotion of the public health, safety,
and general welfare by providing for the identification, protection, enhancement, perpetuation,
and use of improvements, buildings, structures, signs, ogjects, features, sites, places, districts, and
areas within the County that reflect special elements of the County’s architectural, artistic,
cultural, engineering, aesthetic, historical, political, social, and other heritage, by allowing their

registration as Nevada County Historical Landmarks for the following reasons:
1. Safeguarding Nevada County’s heritage as embodied and reflected in the Grass Valley
Walsh Sawmill and City Brewery Site and its influence on Nevada County’s cultural and
social history, and commemorating the valuable role it played in this community; and

2. Encouraging public knowledge, understanding, and appreciation of Nevada County’s
history as reflected in its heritage; and

3. Fostering civic and neighborhood pride and a sense of identity based upon the recognition
and use of cultural resources; and

4. Preserving diverse and harmonious architectural styles and design innovations; and

5. Enhancing ]lajroperty values to increase economic and financial benefits to Nevada County
and its inhabitants by preserving and promoting historical buildings; and

6. Protecting and enhancing Nevada County’s attraction to tourists and visitors, thereby
stimulating business and industry; and



Li



and resolving, conflicts between the preservation of

7. Identifying as early as possible, . ;
d uses in a section of Nevada County that may see

cultural resources and alternative lan
future population growth: and

WHEREAS, NCHLC received an application from the City Planner of the City of Grass
Valley, Amy Wolfson, on February 15, 2025, requesting that the Grass Valley Walsh Sawmill
and City Brewery Site, located at 309 Mill Street, Grass Valley, CA 95945 (APN 008-410-007),

be designated as a Nevada County Historical Landmark: and

WHEREAS, at its March 21, 2025, meeting, the NCHLC verified and unanimously
approved the application and now recommends that the Board of Supervisors designate the

property as a Nevada County Historical Landmark.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Supervisors of the County of
Nevada hereby accepts the NCHLC’s recommendation and designates the Grass Valley Walsh
Sawmill and City Brewery Site, located at 309 Mill Street, Grass Valley, CA 95945 (APN 008-

410-007), as Nevada County Historical [Landmark NEV 25-08.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the Board is hereby directed to record a
y of this Resolution with the Office of the Nevada County Clerk-Recorder within ten

certified cog
(10) days after the adoption hereof.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Nevada at a regular meeting of
said Board, held on the 9" day of September 2025, by the following vote of said Board:

Ayes: Supervisors Heidi Hall, Robb Tucker, Lisa Swarthout, Susan
Hoek, and Hardy Bullock.
Noes: None.

Absent: None.
Abstain: None.

Recuse: None.
ATTEST:

TINE MATHIASEN
Chief Deputy Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

Gﬂé/ @%/JMJMM\ UP,(UJ MCLQI

* 7 Heidi Hall, Chair






Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission
c/o Clerk of the Board
950 Maidu Ave
PO Box 599002
Nevada City CA 95959-7902
info@nevadacountylandmarks.com
(530) 264-0115

6 May 2025

Nevada County Board of Supervisors
950 Maidu Avenue
Nevada City, CA 95959

Honorable Chair and Board Members:

At our last meeting, the Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission voted
unanimously to recommend to the Board that the application for landmark designation
of the Eagle Hose Company, located at 125 East Main St. in Grass Valley, be approved.
The applicant is the City of Grass Valley. The landmark is to be designated as Nevada
County Historical Landmark NEV 25-08, assuming the pending applications are
approved first.

The Eagle Hose Company was organized in 1866 as the City of Grass Valley's
second volunteer fire company. It moved into a building reportedly erected in 1858. In
1937, that building collapsed during a severe snow storm. The present building was
then built on the site and continued to serve as a fire station for many years. It also
served as a community meeting place for groups like the Campfire Girls. Its importance
to the City of Grass Valley was due in part to its housing the signal bell for the numerous
fire alarm boxes located throughout the City, which alerted the firefighters and the
citizenry of a fire's location. In April 1945, the bell sounded a special signal to announce
to Grass Valley citizens the official defeat (V-E day) of Nazi Germany. That system
continued in use until it was replaced by a system of electronic communications.




The research and documentation which accompanies the application has been
reviewed by several Commissioners for historical accuracy. The application and
supporting documentation is enclosed.

If you approve the application, please forward the resolution and accompanying
documents to the County Recorder.

If you have any further questions, do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you in
advance for your consideration of this request.

Yours truly,

Comand Frianmoom.

Bernard Zi?mﬁerman, Chair

cc:Teresa Poston
Terry McAteer
Amy Wolfson




Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission
c/o Clerk of the Board
950 Maidu Ave
PO Box 599002
Nevada City CA 95959-7902
info@nevadacountylandmarks.com
(530) 264-0115

21 March 2025

Nevada County Board of Supervisors
950 Maidu Avenue
Nevada City, CA 95959

Honorable Chair and Board Members:

At today's meeting, the Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission voted
unanimously to recommend to the Board that the application for landmark designation
of the site in Grass Valley of the City Brewery and the Sawmiill be approved. The site at
309 Mill Street Street is owned by applicant the City of Grass Valley. which has
approved the placement of a plaque at the site. The landmark is to be designated as
Nevada County Historical Landmark NEV 25-07, assuming the pending applications are

approved first.

The City of Grass Valley is constructing a parking lot on the site which once
housed the City's first business enterprise, a sawmill erected in 1850 by pioneer James
Walsh. After the sawmill burned down in 1854, Thomas and Samuel Hodge built the
City Brewery on this site. It continued in operation until 1909. The City desires to
commemorate these pioneering business enterprises by erecting a brass plaque on the

site facing Mill Street.




The research and documentation which accompanies the application has been
reviewed by several Commissioners for historical accuracy. The application and
supporting documentation is enclosed.

If you approve the application, please forward the resolution and accompanying
documents to the County Recorder.

If you have any further questions, do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you in
advance for your consideration of this request.

Yours truly,

%7008

Barb Carman, Commissioner

cc: City of Grass Valley




County of Nevada
State of California

Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission
Application for Registration of Historical Landmark

Walsh Sawmill / City Brewery |

Name of proposed landmark

[AP# 008-410-007 |

Location ::.’31“.":"1 P’JHH Street, L:Tl%\_fqlhey _‘| o
Name of applicant City of Grass Vailey |

Address 25 East Main Street | _

Home or work phone__ 530-274-4711|  cell phone

Name and address of owner upon whose property proposed landmark

is located, if owner is not applicant___ City of Grass Valley |

| consent to this application and authorize the placing of a plaque or marker
on site.

/@l--—-—ﬂ 2/19/2025

Owners signature Date

Amy Wolfson, City Planner
City of Grass Valley

2022 rev.



Brief history and description of proposed landmark
(attach additional sheets as necessary)

Wash Sawmill - In 1849 James Walsh of New York. with partners, Wheeler and Holt built the first sawmill in grass
t'.-_-llley. next to Wolf Creek on Mill Street. They provided lumber lo all the mining operations. This was the first
pusiness enterprises in the new town of Grass Vailey. The site would later become the City Brewery

ﬁ

rfﬁtrufjrewery Thomas Hodge, born in England, came to Grass Valley in 1854 with the intent on entering the
nining industry. Instead, Thomas and his father Samuel purchased the City Brewery which was originally located
pn Church and Mine Streets. A fire destrayed the anginal location, the Hodges purchased the site of the sawmill
pnd opened up their brewery providing regular deliveries tc mining camps in the area.

Eee atlached for expanded history, |

Historically significant aspects or properties of proposed landmark

[Foday 309 Mill Street is a paved parking ol in placing the parking there was regard for whal il was and what i
ineant to the town, A concrete pad was placed as a base for landmark identification

he fact the home of Thomas Hodge exists today, immediately next to this site is a treasured piece of our
I ustory on to itself.

How will the landmark be protected and maintained?

[The City of Grass Valley will maintain the landmark_ |

Bibliography. Cite or attach available books, records, articles or other
materials pertaining to the proposed landmark.
Books and articles:

f_lves of Nevada County Pioneers by David Comstock, page 27. t
1985 Pictorial History of Nevada County by David Comstock, page 149 |
eans History and Directory, page 187 o _,|

2022 rev.




Historical or civil records: (e.g., ownership, assessments etc.)

History of Nevada County - Thompson and West, page 2
Sketch of City Brewery - Thompson and West, page 100

20 |
|
Map of 309 Mill Street - Sanborn Maps __ ]

Other: (e.g. photographs, prints or drawings. Please list and attach
separately)

Dbituaries - Newspapers.com |

ﬂ" o 2/19/2025

AppIQant s signature Date

This completed form and all related documents shall be sent to the:

Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission
Attention: Chairman
P. O. Box 1014, Nevada City, Cal. 95959

Attachments and related documents may be submitted in electronic format.

An application must be considered solely on its historic or architectural
merits and not for commercial gain, political benefits, or other non historical
reasons.

An individual Commissioner can advise and counsel an applicant, but all
applications must be considered by the full Commission, meeting in regular
session.

2022 rev.



Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission Application for
Registration of Historical Landmark

Name of Proposed landmark: Wash Sawmill/ City Brewery

Location:

309 Mill Street, Grass Valley APN 008-410-007

Site identified on Sanborn Maps 1898 and 1891, on the edge of old Grass Valley where Wolf Creek
flows toward Boston Ravine.

Name of applicant: City of Grass Valley Historic Commission
Address: 125 East Main St. Grass Valley, CA 95945
Phone: (530) 274-4712

Name and address of landowner upon whose property proposed landmark is located, if
owner is not the applicant. Not applicable

| authorize the placing of the plaque or marker on the site: The City Council authorized the
placement of the plaque at its October 22, 2024 meeting.

Landowners signature:
Brief history:

Walsh Sawmill

James Walsh of New York, arrived in California in 1849. James Walsh and partners, Wheeler and
Holt constructed the first sawmill next to Wolf Creek on Mill Street. They provided lumber for mining
operations. This was the first business enterprise in the new town of Grass Valley and would later
become the site for the City Brewery. Mill Street intersected by Walsh Street is so named after the
enterprise and early pioneer. James Walsh was elected Justice of the Peace 1850 for the town of
Grass Valley. He was the first state senator from Nevada County in 1851. In 1855 he was elected to
the Nevada County Board of Supervisors and served as Chairman. James Walsh also managed Gold
Hill quartz mine in Grass Valley from 1851 to 1859. He moved to San Franciso and died in 1894

City Brewery

Thomas Hodge born in England in 1838, he came to Grass Valley with his father Samuel Hodge in
1854 to enter the mining business. They purchased the City Brewer business, originally located on
Church and Mine Streets and moved it to the Mill Street location after a fire destroyed the original
brewery. Thomas took charge of the business from his father; he partnered with Henry Scadden
and the enterprise name became Thomas Hodge & Co. in 1871. The business prospered; four to six
wagons would make regular trips to mining camps with in a 30-mile radius for many years.



Thomas took a deep interest in all the pertained to City Government, he was a well-respected
resident of Grass Valley for 55 years. He lived and died in the Cornish-style stone house located at
303 Mill Street, which is still in standing today.

Description of proposed landmark:

A rendition of the prosed landmark is attached, it would measure 14” x 16” fabricated of brass,
proposed plague design and text attached. A cement base is in place at the site location facing Mill
Street. The City of Grass Vallely would handle the installation and maintenance of the plaque.

Unique aspects or properties of proposed landmark:

309 Mill Street is a paved parking lot today, and in making it there was regard for what it was and
what it meant to the town, which is why a concrete base was provided.

The fact the home of Thomas Hodge exists today immediately next to this site is a treasured piece
of our history on to itself.

How will the landmark be protected and maintained? The City of Grass Valley will maintain the
fandmark.

Bibliography; cite or attach available books, records, articles or other materials pertaining
to the proposed landmark:

Historical records: (Copies attached.)

e Lives of Nevada County Pioneers by David Comstock, page 27

e History of Nevada County - Thompson and West, page 220

e Map of 309 Mill Street City Brewery - Sanborn Maps

¢ Sketch of City Brewery - Thompson and West, Page 100

e Beans History and Directory, page 187

e 1985 Pictorial History of Nevada County - by David Comstock, page 149
e Obituaries - Newspapers.com

Why is the proposed landmark of sufficient historical importance to deserve landmark
designation:

Two significant enterprises existed on this site, both integral to mining and the contributing to the
establishment of the town of Grass Valley. Walsh and Hodge were men who were important
pioneers and contributors to the city and county government.

Respectfully submitted by the Grass Valley Historical Commission to the City Council of Grass Valley
for the purposed of approval and submission to the Nevada County Landmarks Commission.

February 11, 2025
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At this site, where Wolf Creek flows toward Boston Ravine, James Walsh established a sawmill to provide lumber for a mining
camp as it evolved into the small city of Grass Valley. Built in July of 1850, it was Grass Valley’s first business enterprise. Mill
and Walsh Streets got their names from this business and this early pioneer. Judge Walsh was elected Justice of the Peace for
Grass Valley. He served as Chairman of the Board of Supervisors and State Senator.

In later years, Thomas Hodge built the City Brewery on this site which continued to operate under various owners from 1873
to 1909. Hodge was a resident of Grass Valley for 55 years and passed away at his stone Cornish-style cottage located next
door, which still exists today. The City Brewery was a thriving business during the Gold Rush, making regular deliveries by
wagon to every mining camp within a 30 mile radius.

City of Grass Valley Logo Nevada

Landmarl




Newspapers
by <Hancestiy

https://www.newspapers.com/image/618717215/

The Unian (Grass Valley, California) - Tue, Apr 30, 1907 - Page 3
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.| Thomas Hodge Lies Dead at|'
- . ) 1
His Old Home on 9
| Mill Street. !
h N
5 . . . L
He Had Resided in This City !,
) t for the Past Fifty- ¢
' five Years. |
| 1
Plonecr Thomas Hodge Hes dead at |«
L | his home on MII sureel, in the cottage |u
which lhiad becen bis home for forty- |
threr yewrs, e passed away at 9:50 ] 0§
o'clock Sunday cvening, after w long | ]
L | and hopeless ftiness. The funeral wiil |-
take place tomorraw afterncon  at 2
| orelock trom the Congregational chareh
under the ausplees of Wiemer Tribe of
L | Tted Men. biternent will he made in
C | the Red Mew's comviiry. 5
De¢edent was w native of ‘Golsithney. | @
Buglangd, aged sixty-nine years and| -
cighteon days.  He e o Grass Vad- | 8
" ey at the age of Murteen and engaged | 1§
N Fiwitl others in winlng on Deer creck. |
After o few years ol that life he ac- |
cumulilet!  consihorable  maney,  re- | W
larnisl te his native Kind and induced | ¢
| | his rather amd soveral otber relatives | 4
to accompany him back to the new Fi- i
dorada, e continted o mine la this !
El

A
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seetfon for a vew years, but deservted
that Jife to cnguge in Lthe browery bhus-
Iness, T this be prospered  wil {
fully, conducting what is now FK
asg the City brewery. Fran o
six Jarge wagons made vegalar 4
every mining camp within rak
thirty mites o more. Later o
e speculations proved disas
Somcthing like Lwelve years o
dispozed of his Lrewery husinesg
retired Looa guiet Jite, though hit
heé hud taken o deep Interest i
that pertidined to eity govert
e wits auomat wha easily madde 09
ant (o his credit he it said he pet
thewm b o the Jast, Manitestali
sorrow were heard on all sides
it beciame kuown that “Tom”
had brethed his dast,

By his death a witow and six
dren ave left. They arce Mrs.
Atartin, Mrs, 0 T Keleher, Rig
FLodge, Mos, Sioeah Ahears, S
Hodge, Mrs, Hitcheock, Alex, Job
Mlss [izzie Hodge.

“~THOMAS HODGE 1907

Clipped By.
seniorphotomoment
Jun 16, 2023
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“Lives of Nevada County Pioneers (version 3) — DO\.\f \d C(J matoe k. 27

wise, and his client was convicted and sentenced to die.

June 23, 1852 —Chairman of Main St. Democratic precinct;
chosen to attend county convention on July 3.

July 16, 1852 — Barrett was hanged at Nevada City with Hodge
in attendance; it was the first legal hanging in county, and
the only hanging of a thief.

Oct 1852 Dr. Alban moved his City Drug Store into the
Hodge building on Main St.

Oct 9, 1852—Member of committee to write new laws for
Nevada quartz mining district.

Nov 13, 1852— Attended miners convention at Nevada City,
which was adjourned to Dec. 19 and continued to Dec. 20.

Jant 26, 1853 —Hodge's younger brother, Horatio N., of Pu-
laska, Jackson Co., MI, died at Panama of yellow fever
while on his way to Calif. and left a widow and children
in Michigan.

July 1853 —Pres. of Democratic county convention,

Aug 1, 1853 - Left Calif. to attend World Fair as Gov. John
Bigler's commissioned delegate.

ca Oct 1853 —Married Ellen A. Cruttenden of Concord, Jack-
son Co., Michigan, daughter of Joel Cruttenden.

1877 —Wrote and published Arizona As It Is: or The Coming
Country, which was reprinted in 1962 as Arizona As It Was,
1877.

* SAMUELHODGE( - )

~—Born in England.
—Married Mary ____ (b. ca 1818 in England).

1838 —Son Thomas born in England.

—Son Frank born in England.
1848 —Brought family to Connecticut.
—Moved to Pennsylvania,

1854 —Came to Grass Valley, Nevada County, Calif., and
mined with son Thomas.

1859 —Bougt the City Brewery, corner of Main and Church
streets.

Summer 1859 —First Cornish games were held on a lot in
rear of Hodges brewery.

June 11, 1862 —City Brewery burned and he lost $8,000.

1862 —Moved brewery to Mill St. after city bought his lot and
built a brick city hall and engine house facing Main St.,
near the corner of Church.

Nov 16, 1863 —Richard Hodge (relative?) was killed by Capt.
Frank Walker in a saloon brawl.

1863 —Son Thomas took charge of the brewery.

April 4, 1863 —He and B. F. Woodworth came up with $1,000
bail after Hodge’s son Frank was arrested for assaulting a
Chinese man.

Sept 12, 1864 — Young boy (5-1/2) was killed either by falling
from Frank Hodge’s wagon, or by being struck in the head
by Frank’s whip handle.

March 21, 1868 —Wife Mary died at Grass Valley. Funeral at
Grass Valley Methodist Church. Left 5 children.

THOMAS HODGE (1838- )

1838 —Born in England, son of Samuel Hodge.

1848 —Came to Connecticut with parents.
—Moved to Pennsylvania.

Mﬁz1854—-Came with father to Grass Valley, Nevada County,

Calif. and was interested in mining.
1859 — Father bought the City Brewery at corner of Church
and Main streets in Grass Valley.

1861 —Moved brewery to Mill Street.

1863 —Took charge of his father’s brewery.
1864 —Married Delia Connolly (b. in Maine).

1865 — Prop. of City Brewery on Mill Street.

1871~ Partner of Henry Scadden. Resided at 83 Mill St.

1880 — Lived with wife, 4 sons and 4 daughters at Grass Val-
ley. He and Henry Scadden owned the City Brewery on
Mill Street under the name of Thomas Hodge & Co.

(View of hiis place facing p. 100 of 1880 TW History)

THOMAS ]. HODGES (aka TOM BELL) (c1823/6-1856)

ca 1823/26 —Born th Rome, Tennessee
—Graduated from medical school.
1846 — Was a noncomunissioned officer in Mexican War.
1850 —Came to Calif. and mined.
—Took up gambling and then became a highway robber
known as Tom Bell.
1855— Arrested and sentenced to 5 years at prison on Angel
Island.
May 1855—Escaped with Bill Gristy (aka White), Ned Conv-
ery (aka Conners) and Jim Smith.
June 17, 1856 — Robbed a teamster near Dry Creek of $45.75.
July 21, 1856—He and partners robbed Grizzly Store, be-
tween Nevada City and Woolsey’s Flat, Nevada County.
Aug 18, 1856—Members of his gang crossed David Wood's
bridge near mouth of South Yuba River without paying
toll; Wood followed them to French Corral before losing
them.

Oct 6, 1856 —Had been executed near Merced River.

JAMES HOEL (1790-1864)

Aug 1790—Borm.

June 1850—Came to Calif. from Mississippi with a slave
known as Anderson.

ca July 1850—Went to Nevada City, where Anderson es-
caped his custody.

Fall 1851 —Owner of a grizzly bear that won more than one
bear and bull fight in the arena at Nevada City, Nevada
County.

Oct 12, 1853 —Dissolved partnership with R. H. Porter in the
White Hall Stables on Broad Street in Nevada City.

Oct 27, 1853 —Sole prop. of White Hall Stables. Advertised
room for 100 horses, corral and wagon yard, plenty of hay
and barley, and a grizzly bear on view.

Nov 10, 1853 — Endorsed character of R. H. Porter.

July 4, 1854—His bear fought bulls at Hughes’ Union race
course on ridge between Grass Valley and Nevada City.
July 28, 1854—Hughes took Hoel’s bear to Iowa Hill for

fights and it escaped.

Aug 15, 1854 —Offered his White Hall Stables for sale, along
with other possessions.

Sept 7, 1854 — Advertised for information about slave named
Anderson, offered $100 for information. Advertisement
had a description of Anderson.

ca Feb 10, 1855—Thieves bored a hole through wall of his
room and stole $150 and a gold watch.

Feb 20, 1855—Broad St. fire destroyed his stable; he lost
$5,300.

Dec 7, 1855—Had a wagon- and hay-yard opposite Parsons
& Cleveland’s livery stable on Broad St.

Jan 1, 1856—His Whitehall Stables were listed at two loca-
tions: 87 and 91 Broad sts. (#89 separated the two parcels).
The Whitehall Livery Stables, run by Parsons and Cleve-
land, was at 112 Broad (other side of street).

July 19, 1856 — Lost $4,000 when burned out by city fire.

Aug 8, 1856 —Reopened business at 87 Broad 5t.

Nov 22, 1857 — Thief stole a horse from his stable.
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JAMES WALSH. | i
S Tl
Death of a Former Oid-Time Resl- ! x’
deut. 0

The funcral ceramnonies aver the bndy o
Judge Walsh were h(!hl. Sutnreduy  moruinyg
ab the undortaking estabhstimums ot H\\iAL
g.end & Cu,, San Franoisoo, wiga Wik
wae A piogeer,  As far buck as 1851 ha was
the maunger of tho Gruld Hhlt qaree nime a0
Grasa Valley, where be hived tor many yrae-
He was a promiuent aperator wind <xport 1
mines for fally forty years. Lo was -
timately onnuceted with the bistory of he
Comstock lode. e same from an sl and
bighly respected New York faouly, aod
was a man of tine appenvoude, ot hierat ¢ .
cation and of courtty manuer<  lie had
visited Jurope and traveled extensively, 1o
1835 ho commanded mueh strengch e the
Dymacratic couvontion as a vaudunlate
Governor, A yewr ur more ago lus wifl
divd at 1002 Howard stroet. I the s
room by waa confiued for & nuwlier of
mouthy, attended only Ly an olil awnner,
who ministered to his wants as best e oonbl
Ue was over elghty years of age it Live e |
of his death,

Judge James Walsh was tho first Senatar
vlected frum Nevadn county. e reagned
Lis office and went to Burops whore be fomn- ‘
ed the.compagy that worked tie Gold 1101 ]
mine, of which he was snperaiondeat. !
Wheu the Washoo axcitfment broke ont
1859, Judgs Walsh, in eompany with T
Woodworth and nthers went ueor thepe and
mado money easily,  Walsh was ane of the
firgb men in the Opbir mive, Viginia ity,
Nevada, and it iy roported thus hu e
abaut 8100,000 out of that propecty.  Fram
Novada Stats Judgn Walsh came Uick to
California and was an oetive syt des
velopiug the ntines of Lhe Calicu Jiatqiet,
~an Burnurdioo county.  For the put lew
years none of the ofd timers hote hnve heasd
nothrug of the courteona uld g ntlan antn
they vewl of bis death.  Suvoral of thom
whao kuew hiin when ho was fuage a0 G
Valley, says tho Telegraph, eprak uf o e
endearing terms and wero they in San Van-
visco they wanld deap a flower on she B
of the old men who farmed o purt of il
hisbory ob this county.
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AUSTIN WALRATH ( -1902) (REP)

—Barmn, probably in New York state. Son of Abraham
Walrath and Catherine Casler. Brother of John I'L, Richard
and Clizabeth Walrath.

1831 — Father died (age 39.)

—Came to Calif.

Dec 1870 —Came to Nevada City, Nevada County. He and
brother Richard purchased the Providence Mine, in part-
nership with John V. Hunter and W. H, Smith.

1883 —Elccted to state assembly (REDP).

1885 —Reelected to state assembly (REP).

1887 —Elected to state senate (REP).

March 29, 1902 --Died at San Francisco.

RICHARD C. WALRATH (1828- ) (REP)

Nov 30, 1828—Bom in Chittenango, Madison County, New
York. Son of Abraham Walrath and Catherine Casler.
Brother of Austin, Elizabeth and John H. Walrath.

1831 —Father died (age 39.)

—Graduated from Yates Polytechnic Institute.

1842 —Began clerking in a country store.

1849— Became a parlner in the firm.

June 14, 1854 —Married Catherine Ehle (b. Chittenango, New
York) at Chittenango.

—Son Austin H. born.
—Daughter Grace L. born.

1856 —Colonel in New York National Guard.

1859 —Entered the boat building business with brother John
H., at Chittenango, on the Erie Canal.

1864 —Closed dry dock business.

1868 — Came to San Francisco, Calif. with wife and children.
Was partner of John V. Hunter and Z. Amos in the business
of importing hard wood, lumber, timber, and wagon and
carriage materials.

Dec 26, 1870 —Wife died in San Francisco.

Dcc 1870 —Came to Nevada City, Nevada County. He and
brother Austin purchased the Providence Mine, in partner-
ship with John V. Hunter and W. H, Smith.

1873 —Mother died.

—Married Margaret _____ .

1873—Charter member of Evangeline Chapter 9, Eastern
Star.

1877 —Second wife was initiated into Evangeline Chapter 9.

1880—Lived at Nevada City with wife, son and daughter.
Partner in Thomas mine at Nevada Cily.

—Owned the Reward and Gracie mines.
March 29, 1902 —Brother Austin died at San Francisco.
1902 —Sold the Providence mine.

(View of Thomas mine facing p. 44 of 1880 TW History)

JAMES WALSH (  -1894) (DEM)

Sept 12, 1849— Arrived in Calif.

Nov 1849—Began building a water-powered mill with the
Holt brothers and Zenas Wheeler on Wolf Creek, south of
Grass Valley. .

April or May 1850 Elected justice of the peace for Crass
Valley township.

July 1850 —TF1e, Wheeler, and G. P. Clark built a sawmill next
to Wolf Creek on Mill Street, Grass Valley.

April 19, 1851 —Was fitting up a stamp mill at Grass Valley.

Sepl 3, 1851 —Elected to state senate from Nevada County
(DEM).

Qct 23, 1851 —His quartz. mill had ten stamps.

il (T T

/ Lives of Nevada County Pioneers (version 4)

1852—Dr. ,V/V 5. McMurtry bought an interest in the sawmill
from Wheeler Bros., Pain and A. P. Willey.

Jan 8, 1852—Elected delegate to Demacratic state conv.

Jan 31, 1852—Nevada Journal editor discussed Walsh's views
about mineral lands.

Feb 4, 1852—Said he would introduce a bill to authorize Cali-
fornia’s governor to sell warrants for 500,000 acres of land
ceded by U.S. to state for common school purposes.

May 1852—Drew short term for state senate.

June 22-23, 1852—5ued by James Pierson, Godfrey Sudwig,
Isaac Coy and Samucl Latta.

Fub 12, 1853—Member of the Plank Road Committec.

Junc 4, 1853 —Chosen delegate to Democratic state conv.

Sept 30, 1853—Chosen delegale from Nevada County to the
Pacific Railroad Convention.

Oct 3, 1853— Attended the Pacific Railroad convention at San
Francisco.

Dec 30, 1853— Agent of the Gold Hill Quartz Mining Co. and
the Nevada County Mining Co.

Sept 5, 1855 —Elected to the Nevada County board of super-
VISOTS.

Oct 1, 1855 —Elected chairman of the board of supervisors.

April 10, 1856—Dr. John Lark won a $716.91 judgement
against Walsh, W. 5. MecMurtry, and [. B. Montgomery;
sheriff was to scll McMurtry’s mill on Boston Ravine, and
the Camp Spring Ranch on the Grass Valley to Nevada
City road.

Spring 1856— Resigned office of Major General of California
Militia 4th Division; was replaced by Voiney H. Howard
of San Francisco.

Dec 11, 1856 —Said he would request pardon for John Walsh,
convicted of assault to commit murder on John Downing,.

March 6, 1857 —Governor Johnson pardoned John Waish.

Aug 1857—Nominated for state senator; denied charge that
he favored selling mineral lands (DEM).

Sept 1, 1857 —Defeated for state senator (DEM).

Feb 9, 1858 —Lectured to benefit Grass Valley Young Men's
Literary Assn.

Sept 1858— Assessed worth of Wheeler and Walsh was
$5,000.

July 29, 1859 —Left Grass Valley with Joseph Woodworth,
John P. Stone and B. Augustus Harrison to investigate the
silver discovery at Gold Hill.

Aug 1859— After first leasing the Ophir Mine from Henry T.
P. Comstock, Walsh sent a sack of ore to San Francisco,
where the assay confirmed earlier high valucs assigned at
Nevada City and Grass Valley.

Aug 12, 1859—For $10 down and a promise of $10,990 more
in the future, Walsh purchased Comstock’s entire interest
in the Ophir Mine and all other properties owned by him,
including those at Six-Mile Canyon, and the half-interest
in the water source at the new workings. Comstock’s part-
ner, Emanuel Penrod, sold his interest to Walsh for $5,500.

Dec 20, 1859—]. J. Musser, delegate to Congress from pro-
posed Nevada Territory, left for Washington DC with a
block of silver ore 2 feet 6 inches by 10 inches by 6 or 8
inches thick, wighing 163 pounds and valued at $600. It
was from the Ophir lead and had been donated by Walsh,
Morrison & Co. for inclusion in the Washington monu-
ment.

Dec 1868—Was putting up a mill at Shermantown, Nevada,
in White Pine district.

April 1894—Died at San Francisco.
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