
RESOLUTION No. ~~'~~~ 

OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF NEVADA 

RESOLUTION DESIGNATING THE ROME POWER HOUSE, 
LOCATED AT 19700 PURDON ROAD, NEVADA CITY, CA 95959 
(APN 032-450-004-000) AS NEVADA COUNTY HISTORICAL 
LANDMARK NEV 23-01 

WHEREAS, the Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission (NCHLC) was 
established in 1969 to promote the general welfare of Nevada County and its citizens through 
official recognition, recording, marking, preserving, and promoting the historical resources of 
Nevada County; and 

WHEREAS, the NCHLC has since sustained an active program of cataloging and 
recommending for designation historical sites and structures throughout Nevada County; and 

WHEREAS, the NCHLC accepts applications, processes and verifies applications for 
proposed historical landmark designation, and recommends said landmark designations for 
approval by the Nevada County Board of Supervisors; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors supports the promotion of the public health, safety, 
and general welfare by providing for the identification, protection, enhancement, perpetuation, 
and use of improvements, buildings, structures, signs, objects, features, sites, places, districts, and 
areas within the County that reflect special elements of the County 's architectural, artistic, 
cultural, engineering, aesthetic, historical, political, social, and otf~er heritage, by allowing their 
registration as Nevada County Historical Landmarks for the following reasons: 

1. Safeguarding Nevada County's heritage as embodied and reflected in the 
Rome Power House, located at 19700 Purdon Road, Nevada City (APN 032-
450-004-000), its influence on Nevada County's cultural and social history, 
and commemorating the valuable role it played in this community; and 

2. Encouraging public knowledge, understanding, and appreciation of Nevada 
County's history as reflected in its heritage; and 

3. Fostering civic and neighborhood pride and a sense of identity based upon the 
recognition and use of cultural resources; and 

4. Preserving diverse and harmonious architectural styles and design innovations; 
and 

5. Enhancing property values to increase economic and financial benefits to 
Nevada County and its inhabitants by preserving and promoting historical 
buildings; and 

6. Protecting and enhancing Nevada County's attraction to tourists and visitors, 
thereby stimulating business and industry; and 



7. Identifying as earl y~ as possible and resolving conflicts between the 
preservation of cultural resources and alternative land uses in a section of 
Nevada County that may see future population growth; and 

WHEREAS, NCHLC received an application from the property owner, Michael Funk, on 
February 3, 2023, requesting that the Rome Power House Site, located at 19700 Purdon Raad, 
Nevada City, CA 95959 (APN 032-450-004-000) be designated as a Nevada County Historical 
Landmark; and 

WHEREAS, at its March 17, 2023, meeting, the NCHLC verified and unanimously 
approved the application and now recommends that the Board of Supervisors designate the 
property as a Nevada County Historical Landmark. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Supervisors of the County of 
Nevada hereby accepts the NCHLC's recommendation and designates the Rome Power House, 
located at 19700 Purdon Road, Nevada City, CA 95959 (APN 032-450-004-000) as Nevada 
County Historical Landmark 23-01. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the Board is hereby directed to record a 
certified copy of this Resolution with the Office of the Nevada County Clerk-Recorder within ten 
(10) days after the adoption hereof. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Nevada at a regular meeting of 
said Board, held on the 25th day of April, 2023, by the following vote of said Board: 

Ayes: Supervisors Heidi Hall, Edward C. Scofield, Lisa Swarthout, 
Susan Hoek and Hardy Bullock. 

Noes: None. 

Absent: None. 

Abstain: None. 
ATTEST: 

JULIE PATTERSON HUNTER 

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

---- 
` ~ 

F,dward C. Sc eld, 'r 

4/25/2023 cc: Recorder(1) 
COB* 
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Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission 
P.O. Box 1014 

Nevada City, California 95959 
infoc~"~,,n~v~da~ount~landm~rk~ ~c~m 

530-274-7118 

17 March 2023 

Nevada County Board of Supervisors 
950 Maidu Avenue 
Nevada City, CA 95959 

Honorable Chair and Board Members: 

MAR 17 203 

NEVADP, COUf~7Y 
BOARp OF SUPER"JISGRS 

At today's meeting, the Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission voted 
unanimously to recommend to the Board that the application for landmark designation 
of The Rome Power House be approved. The applicant is Michale Funk, who owns the 
site. The landmark is to be designated as Nevada County Historical Landmark NEV 
23-01. 

The Power House, which began operating in 1896, was the first hydroelectric 
generating plant built on the South Yuba River. It initially served mines in the area, led to 
the electrification of Nevada City, and helped give birth to California's hydroelectric 
power industry. Its founders merged their California Gas and Electric Co. with the San 
Francisco Gas and Electric Co. to create the Pacific Gas and Electric Co. in 1905. 

The research and documentation which accompanies the application has been 
reviewed by several Commissioner for historical accuracy. The application and 
supporting documentation is enclosed. 

If you approve the application, please forward the resolution and accompanying 
documents to the County Recorder. If you have any further questions, do not hesitate 
to contact me. Thank you in advance for your consideration of this request. 

Yours truly, 
~ ~ 

l 

Bernard Zimm~rm~n, Chair 

cc: Michael Funk 



County of Nevada 

State of California 

Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission 

Application for Registration of Historical Landmark 

Name of proposed landmark. THE ROME POWER HOUSE 

Location SOUTH YUBA RIVER BETWEEN THE HWY 49 BRIDGE AND PURDON 

CROSSING. APN: 032-450-004-000 

Name of applicant MICHAEL 

Address 19700 PURDON ROAD, NEVADA CITY, CALIFORNIA 95959 

Home or work phone cell phone 

Name and address of owner upon whose property proposed landmark 

is located, if owner is not applica 

consent to this application' and authorize the placing of a plaque or marker 

on site. 

Qwner's signature 
MICHAEL FUNK 

Date 

2022 rev. 



Brief history and description of proposed landmark
attach additional sheets as necessary) 

"Pacific Gas and Electric Co. was created in October 1905, when the California Gas and Electric 
Co. purchased San Francisco bas and Electric Co. This culminated a hectic 10-year when Eugene 
J. de Sabla Jr. and John Martin (In PG&E annals, called the "Fathers of PG&E")along with 
investment business partner, Romulus R. Colgate, built and acquired numerous powerhouses 
and gas and electric systems in northern California. 

They first built the Nevada Powerhouse, near Nevada City on the South Yuba River, which was 
placed service on February 5,1896. This happened there because-

1) The many quartz gold mines in the area were hungry for cheap energy 

2) The Pelton Wheel had been invented nearby and was manufactured in Nevada City and 
3) An important catalyst was created when de Sabla, Martin, and Colgate were brought 

together in a remarkable partnership. 

They expanded this plant in 1897 and went on to build the Yuba Powerhouse, near Browns 
Valley, in 1898, and the Colgate Powerhouse at Dobbins in 1899. 

They made numerous acquisitions of other plants and gas and electric systems in northern 
California. This led to the creation of the California Gas and Electric Co. in 1903, with Romulus R. 
Colgate as President. 

And it all started in Nevada County with the Nevada Powerhouse, or the "Rome" Powerhouse as 
it was affectionately called after Mr. Colgate's nickname." — A Dale Johnson, 2023 

Historically significant aspects or properties of proposed landmark 

The Rome Power House was the first and only hydroelectric generating plant built on the South 
Yuba River. Planning for the plant began in 1892. It entered service in 1896, initially serving 
mines in the area. It eventually led to the electrification of Nevada City, one of the early 
pioneering systems in California. Eugene J de Sable and John Martin, went on to help found 
Pacific Gas and Electric and were known as the "Fathers of P. G. & E" 

How will the landmark be protected and maintained? 

The remains of the Rome Power House includes foundations and remnants of penstocks and 
outflow piping. They are located on privately owned property situated on the South Yuba River 
between the Highway 49 bridge and Purdon Crossing. The owner has a deep interest in 
preserving the remains of the power plant and recognizes its importance to Nevada County 

history. 

2022 rev. 



Bibliography. Cite or attach available books, records, articles or other 

materials pertaining to the proposed landmark. 

Books and articles: 

Please see the attached article The Nevada "Rome" Power House — the Birthplace of PG&E. —
By A. Dale Johnson, 2008 

A map of the power house location and flumes 
Yuba River Power Development and the birth of PG&E timeline as prepared by A. Dale Johnson 

Technical Data as prepared by A. Dale Johnson 

Map showing the initial power distribution 

A photo of the developers of the powerhouse, Alfonso Tregidgo and Eugene J. de Sable 

Three photos of the penstocks and the powerhouse 

Three photos of the construction of the powerhouse 

A photo of the Excelsior diversion dam just below the powerhouse that fed the Excelsior ditch 

A photo of the diversion dam near Purdon's Crossing that fed the powerhouse 

Five photos of the powerhouse from different viewpoints 

A photo of the high power Pelton Wheel added to the outside of the main building 

An interior photo of the power plant 

The Nevada City Substation 

Nevada City Historical Society article by Pat Jones published in 1969 titled: A Little Powerhouse 
Called "Rome" 1895 to 1910 

A photo of the Boarding House across the river from the power plant 

A news article in the Union newspaper outlining the dismantling of the Rome power house 

The original Prospectus for the Nevada County Electric Pawer Company in 1895 

An early article on the Old Nevada County Electric Power Company 

A photo of the founders of the power plant 

Two photos of the existing remains of the Rome Power House 

2022 rev. 



Other: (e.g. photographs, prints or drawings. Please list and attach 

separately) 
SEE ATTACHED DOCUMENTS 

" ~ .~^+ 
s --~ _ f,, ~, . ~ t

Applicant's signature 
MICHAEL FUNK 

Datz 

This completed form and all related documents shall be sent to the: 

Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission 

Attention: Chairman 
P. O. Box 1014, Nevada City, Cal. 95959 

Attachments and related documents may be submitted in electronic format. 

An application must be considered solely on its historic or architectural 
merits and not for commercial gain, political benefits, or other non historical 

reasons. 
An individual Commissioner can advise and counsel an applicant, but all 

applications must be considered by the full Commission, meeting in regular 

session. 

2022 ~~~. 



ROME POWERHOUSE OfV THE SOUTH YUBA RIVER 
The birth of Pacific Gas and Electric 

Prepared for the Nevada County Landmark Commission 
February 3, 2023 



The Nevada "Rome" Power House -- the Birthplace of PG&E 
By A. Dale Johnson, O 2008, PG&E Retired 

Overview 

The Yuba River system gave birth to the hy-
droelectric power industry in the late 1890's as a 
result of several factors coming together at the 
same time — 

••mine owners were in need of reliable and lower 
cast power, 
••the Pelton Wheel was invented in Camptonvilie 
and first manufactured at Allan's Foundry in Ne-
vada City, 
••existing mining ditches were idle or underutilized 
and could deliver water, 
•• technology was being developed to transmit 
electricity over wires to distant locations, 
••and most importantly, two entrepreneurs by the 
names of John Martin and Eugene J. de Sabla 
came to Nevada City. 

Romulus Riggs Colgate became an in-
ves#ment partner with de Sabla and Martin and to-
gether they developed hydroelectric power 
projects and acquired other projects throughout 
northern California. Within ten years they con-
trolledthe vast majority of all electric and gas sys-
tems in northern California, with the exception of 
San Francisco. They then purchased the San 
Francisco Gas and Electric Co., of which William 
B. Bourn was president, and merged rt with their 
California Gas and Electric Co. to create Pacific 
Gas and Electric Co. in October 1905. 

And it all started in Nevada County! This ar-
f . ticle will be the story of the Nevada Power House, 
~ , or, as it was affectionately known, the "Rome Pow-

erhouse". 

Early Mining Ditches 

The first major mining ditch was the seven 
mile long Rock Creek Ditch, constructed in 1850 to 
take water from Rock Creek to Coyote Hill in Ne-
vada City. The Rock Creek Ditch Co. is con-

~,, sidered to be the oldest entity on the PG&E 
corporate family tree. Charles Marsh, a pio- 
Weer in water development in Nevada County, and 

his partners built the Rock Creek Ditch for $10,000 
and recovered it's cost in 6 weeks from the water-
hungry miners. 

The ditch business then became very com-
petitive! Rivals built ditches from Deer Creek to 
Nevada City. Lawsuits about water rsghts led to 
consolidations and the Deer Creek and Coyote 
Water Co. in late 1851. Ground sluicing soon gave 
way to hydraulic mining, which was first used on 
Buckeye Hill by Anthony Chabot. One major com-
pany emerged in the Nevada City area, the Rock 
Creek, Deer Creek, and South Yuba Canal Co., in 
1854. The company name was shortened to South 
Yuba Canal Company in 1870 and their office was 
located in the historic building now occupied by the 



Eugene J. de Sabla, Jr. was a descendent 

of French nobility, born in Panama in 1865. He 

was educated in San Francisco and then took a 

course in assaying, where he met George Hearst 
and others of Mother Lode fame. He started his 

work life at a copper mine in Arizona,. of which his 

father was part owner. It was here, that he first met 

Tregidgo. When the mine closed, due to falling 
copper prices, de Sabla returned to San Francisco 

and became a full partner in Eugene de Sabla and 

Company, and managed the business. The finan-

cia! panic of 1893 resulted in his decision to liqui-

date his father's company. 

John Martin was born in Indianapolis in 

1858. He spent his boyhood in Brooklyn and since 

age 13 fended for himself. After experience in AI-
abama real estate and working for Armour in 

Chicago, he came to California. He worked for a 

San Francisco coal importing firm for a time and 

then established his own business, the John Mar-

tin Company, which dealt in pig iron. He was the 
agent for the U. S. Cast Iron Pipe Company. 

Romulus Riggs Colgate, born in 1858, was 

a grandson of the founder of the Colgate Soap and 

Perfume Co. The lure of the West was strong, so 

he acquired gold-mining properties in Grass Valley 

and Nevada City. As fate would have it, he became 

an investor in the Nevada County Electric Power 

Co. after accidentally meeting de Sabla as hE was 

on his way to the railway ticket agency. De Sabla 

was going to New York to ask his grand uncle 

Peter Marie de Sabfa to invest, Colgate said "So, 

you are the nephew of Uncle Peter Marie, I know 

him and have dined at his home. But why go to 

him for money? Maybe I can take his place!" Col-

gate then became a $40,000 investor for one-fifth 

interest in the company. From that time on he be-

came a strong financial backer of hydroelectric de-

velopment. 

Martin and de Sabla Become a Team 

Tregidgo became part owner of the Peabody Mine 

in Grass Valley, after he left Arizona. He had be-

come troubled by the high cost and inefficiency of 

steam power for pumping and other operations. 

He then conceived of the idea of supplying electric 

power to the mines from reading an account of 

transmission of electric power from Tripoli to 

Rome, Italy, and after hearing of early experiments 

in California. He decided to build a hydro plant on 

the South Yuba River, to serve, not only his own 

mine, but also others in Grass Valley and Nevada 

City. By this time, he had hooked-up again with de 

Sabla who had also acquired an interest in the 

Peabody Mane. 
Late 1894 was the occasion when John 

Martin was invited to a San Francisco luncheon by 

a friend, Charles W. Randall, druggist and Mother 

Lode mine owner. Randall had also invited de 

Sabla, thinking that his friend, Martin might get an 

order to supply pipe far de Sabla's powerhouse 

project. Mr. de Sabla indicated he was planning to 

finance and build an electric plant on the South 

Fork of the Yuba River, with his associate Mr. 

Tregidgo. The three men talked of water, genera-

tors, and other aspects of the project. The Stanley 

Electrical Manufacturing Co. was talked about as 

making the best generators for their type project. 

Martin did not ask for an order, as he had some-

thing else in mind....:... 
It was, also, around this time that Martin 

had become aware of the Stanley Electric Manu-

facturing Co. through a Mr. Lindner, an electrician 

who had shown him a letter from the Stanley com-

pany. The letter authorized Lindner to sell Stanley 

products on a commission basis. 
Martin, intrigued by the earlier luncheon 

talk, went to Pittsfield, Mass. where he obtained 

an interview with William Stanley, the inventor and 

head of the company. Martin had no electrical 

training, but he must have been very convincing, 

because they gave him the California agency for 

their products! 
One day, two or three months later, Martin 

and de Sabla encountered each other on Mont-

gomery Street in San Francisco. Martin said, "I'm 



ready now for your order" and de Sabla replied, 

"What order?" thinking that Martin had forgotten 

ail about their previous luncheon discussion. 
Martin and de Sabla were then brought to-

gether into a remarkable team. They reportedly 

reached their agreement while staying at Nevada 

Csiy's National Hotel. The story goes that the busi-

ness negotiations took place in the hotel's bar and 
later in de Sabla's office in Suite 74! Thus, i# can be 

said, that the Na#ional Hotel is the birthplace of 

PG&E, because the agreement made there led to 
a hectic 10-year period of development and ac-

quisitions, ancF the creation of PG&E in October 

1905! 

Nevada "Rome" Power House 

The Nevada County Electric Power Co. 
was incorporated on September 22, 1892, well be-
fore the historic Folsom project was envisioned 
and decided upon. Officers included Tregidgo as 
President, de Sabla as Vice-President and Fred 

Searls, Attorney. A financial depression then put 
the project on hold unti► 1895. 

The Nevada head dam, located about 

1&1/2 miles above the Purdan Crossing, was 
started on August 1, 1895 and completed within 
four months. It was made of logs piled crib-fash-
ion, 28 feet high and 107 feet wide at the top. Be-
fore the cribs could be filled with rock and gravel, 
the river began rising rapidly, stopping the work. 
Fortunately, the "slickens" washed down and filled 

every nook and cranny of the crib-work, packing it 
solid with deposits, better than it could have been 

done by the men! The head dam, years later, was 

fortified with a granite wall on the downstream 

face, 12 feet thick at the base and 2 feet at the top. 

The flume, in itself a major project, was 

started July 6 and completed by November 28, 
1895. It was 6' wide by 4 1/2' deep, 3&1/2 miles 
long, using 1,250,000 feet of lumber and 110 men 
for four months. The flume had a gradient of 26 & 

2/3 feet per mile and could carry 5800 miner's 
inches of water to the penstock above the power-
house site. 

head dam of the Excelsior Ditch, which had been 
installed 36 years earlier. This was a logical site 
because the water diverted to the powerhouse 
could be returned to the river without infringing on 
the water rights of the Excelsior. 

The site was in a beautiful narrow mountain 

river canyon, but it was not a pretty picture from a 

construction standpoint. The machinery had to be 
brought in via rail to Nevada City from Colfax on 

the Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad and 
then hauled by wagon to the site. 

The road above Nevada City had to be 
widened and two additional miles built to a loca-

tion above Devi('s Slide. Six to 12 horse teams 
hauled the machinery to the staging point at the 
end of the road, which was about 1000 feet higher 

in elevation than the powerhouse site. From there, 
the equipment was lowered down the 1700 foot 
slope, "Emigrant Gap style", first on wagons, then 

using heavy log sleds. The steepest slopes ranged 
from 32 to 39 degrees. Generally, three 1 &1 /2 inch 



manila ropes were used to control the load by 

wrapping each several turns around a tree trunk. 

The two Stanley generators, each con-
sisted of six pieces, with the heaviest weighing 
11,200 pounds. The largest item in size was the 
water receiver, which was 19 feet long, 4 feet in 
diameter and weighed 4 tons. 

The Power Hause was built on a solid gran-
ite shelf. The floor was 18 inch thick concrete an-
chored by 3/4-inch rods, which were 
sulfur-cemented into 18-inch deep holes drilled 
down into the granite. The canyon was so narrow 
that, the 10-bedroom boarding house was built on 

the opposite side of the river and was reached by 
a suspension footbridge. 

The penstock was 298 feet long, with a 
head of 190 feet. It tapered down from 48 to 44 to 
42 inches to the receiver. The receiver delivered 
water to the two sets of 2--34 1 /2 inch Pelton 
Wheels through 2--3 inch jets on each wheel. 

The main electrical equipment consisted of 
two Stanley generators, making 400 revolutions 
per minute. Each generator produced 300 kilo-
watts of two-phase, 133-cycle power at 5500 volts. 

A wood pole line was constructed 8 miles 
to Nevada City and Grass Valley, using 30 foot 

poles with two cross arms and 8--No. 3 B&S bare 
copper wires supported by triple-petticoat white 
porcelain insulators. The pole line Right-of-Way 
was cleared 60 feet wide. 

On the business side, de Sabla had been 

signing up customers in the mining districts and 
his assistant, J. E. Poindestre, was soliciting or-

ders for electric lights from business firms and 
owners of residences. 

Technical problems delayed the successful 
operation from December 1895 to February 1896. 
But finally on February 5, there was success! As 

reported by the "The Daily Transcript' the following 

day "The electric lights of the Nevada County Elec-
tric Pawer Company were turned on at 6 o'clock 
last evening for the first time and attracted con-

siderable attention. The lights were quite brilliant 

and the office of the company on Pine St. received 
many visitors. The lights were burned in Lane's liv-
ery stable, the Morgan House at Grass Valley and 

the company's office, these being the on(y places 
wired and connected thus far, but in a few days 

many other business places and residences will 

be connected and lights furnished them. The offi-
cials of the company felt very much pleased over 

the excellent beginning made and promise that it 
will not be long that power, as well as lights can 

be furnished to all who desire it." 
Throughout the first phase of the Nevada 

Power House project, Tregidgo was in charge of 
construction, Martin handled the delivery and in-

stallation of the machinery, with much help from 
Engineer E.E. Stark, and de Sabla brought in the 

customers. Tregidgo continued as Operating Su-
perintendent until October 1896, when he left for 
new adventure rn Alaska's Klondike gold rush! 

The High Head and Lake Vera 

But success created more demand! Plans 
were made to provide additional capacity by utiliz-

ing South Yuba water, which got to the power-
house by a roundabout way. They would use water 

delivered into the Rock Creek ditch via the South 
Yuba Canal. 

A 327 foot Jong by 54 foot high crib-dam 
was started on March 1, 1898 to back-up water 

into a partially excavated basin that had formerly 

been the scene of hydraulic mining. It was com-
pleted in November. The new Lake Vera, named 
after de Sabla's oldest daughter, covered 42 acres 

and could furnish a constant flow of 1000 miner's 
inches for 30 days. 

The powerhouse was expanded by adding 

a new building, just down stream from the existing 



one. Two more generators were added, which 
more than doubled the plant output. 

The Lake Vera viaduct was 2&3/4 miles 
long and had a gradient so gradual it took 1 hour 
and 5 minutes for water to reach the #ore bay. It 
consisted of 2340 feet of flume, 11,400 feet of 
ditch (most of it an old mining ditch) to a small fore 
bay on the hillside, in the vicinity of the "staging" 
spot for lowering equipment down the canyon. 
Two thirds of the way along the way, the Meyers 
Ravine required an Inver#ed siphon to be used to 
cross the gorge. The siphon was 36-inch pipe and 
6&8 feet long. 

At this point, it would be appropriate to dis-
cuss the question-- "Is it the Rome Power House 
or the Nevada Power House?" John Martin had 
this to say " But it's ajoke-- the calling of that I'rttle 
plant the `Rome' power house. It is the Nevada 
powerhouse. The nickname came about in this 
way: Romulus R. Colgate was associated with me 
later in establishing the plant at Colgate, over on 
the Middle Yuba. After that big one had been 
named for him, some of us got to referring to the 
little fellow over on the Sauth Yuba as the "Rome" 
power plant, "Rome" being the familiar shortening 
of Colgate's first name." It is clear, however, that 
"Rome" became the name of choice and even 
PG&E records use that name. And, after all "Isn't 
`Rome' a more romantic name for a power house 
`in the middle of no where' than `Nevada'?" 

The Lake Vera Dam burst on April 2, 1905, 
when a 29-foot by 30-foot section gave way, caus-
ing outflow that dropped water level one inch per 
minute. At the time of failure the water was 52 feet 
deep, two feet below the top of the 54-foot dam. 
Workmen stopped the flow with wood and cement. 
Afterwards, the dam operated with a 40' foot 
height and diminished flow capacity of 1000 
miner's inches far 10 days instead of 30 days. 

The Lake Vera expansion became known 
as the "High Head" plant, at 785 feet and the orig-
inal plant as the "Low Head" at 190 feet. 1n con-
junction with this, the `normal' flow of the South 
Yuba flume was reduced from 5800 to 3800 
miner's inches. 

The Nevada "Rome" Power House oper-
ated 15 years, until 1910. It was shutdown, as ob-
so(ete, when the power on the system was 

changed from two-phase 133-cycle to 3-phase 60-
cycle, the standard of today. This little plant long 
ago was the start of something big and is consid-
ered to be the "birthplace" of PG&E. 

So--it can only be concluded that the "vi-
sion" and the "seeds" of this great enterprise did 
come from the Yuba River! A testament to this is 
the fact that throughout PG&E's history, Martin and 
de Sabla are referred to as the "Fathers" of PG&E. 
Perhaps the Yuba River should be considered the 
"Mother"! 

About the Author: 

A. Dale Johnson retired from PG&E in 1993 after 
a 34 years with the company. He moved to Ne-
vada City in 1994 and since then has been study-
ing the water and electrical history of the Yuba 
River basin. He has led numerous Treks or out-
ings for the Nevada County Land Trust and other 
historical organizations. Treks have been taken to 

* Yuba Powerhouse (1898) 
* Nevada "Rome" Powerhouse (1896) 
* Colgate Powerhouse (1899) —Trek this 

year on October 25. 
* Alta Powerhouse (1902) 
'` Historic Ditches of the South Yuba Canal 
Company (1850 to 1900) 

* Deer Creek Powerhouse (1908) — The 
first Trek to this site will be this year on September 
14 to celebrate its 10Q year birthday. 

He can be con#acted at adalejohn@comcast,net 
or 530-272-7039. 
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N~vad~ "F~ome" Po~ve~house -- TecMnica data 
~ ~ ~ Generators i- 5504 volts ~a  133 cycles, two-phase 

F ~ Transmission M• # 3 Cu, 5500 volts, 8 mi. to NC & GV 
~~ Taal Capacity w-1260 kilowatts 

c ~ ~ Operation from Feb. 5,1896 to Qctober 28, ~ 910 

U~ ~' Pc~werh~use N~►.1 -- Two 300 Kid' units, built 1895-97 
V1~ater Wheels -- T~vo 34 X12 inch Pelton Wheels per unit 

Water -- Diversion from So. Yuba via 3112 Mi. flume 
~ Dam -- Crib-style, 28 feet high by 107 feet long 

Head --190 feet (known as low-head plant} 
c_ ~ 
~- --'~ Powe~hc~use ~1+~. 2 -- Two 330 ~4W units, built 1898199 

~ 1Nater V~heels -- Three 31 inch Tutthill wheels per unit 
E ~ Water -- So. Yuba River @ diversion below current Spaulding 
`~ ~ p ~ ~_. ~- Dam via So. Yuba Canal, then Ridge Ditch into Rock Creek ~ 
- ,, and Lake Vera, then 2 3/4 mile di#chlflume/siphon. 
,. ~ ~ Lake Vera - 42 acres, crib-style dam, 54' high and 327' long 
~- ~1ead -- 785 feet (known as high-head plant) 

___ ~~` ` (An externally mounted 5' 6" wheel was also installed on the 
`- -~,~~,~, same shaft as the No.1 generator, so it could operate from 
'~ /~ ~_1._ ~ either of the water sources.l 
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'. '~ ..r 
Nevada "Rome" powerhouse was built to provide electricity to the mines of 

Nevada City and Grass Valley. This is the Spanish Mine, owned by Romulus 
Riggs Colgate, who was a part owner of the powerhouse. 
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o~n A ter^ ~ Years o 
Constant Uses 

SAS Fl~U ~~ P~~~~~~~~~~..1 
I~ E~.~C~i ~~AL ~~~~.~ 

has nucleus of Campanie 
l ow Suppiyi~~~ zany Cities 

a~~d To~rns of State, 



,~p~~i~t~ tt~ the l.'~rto~t. ' 
1I4:~'A~~1 CI~'~" (1ecRda UO.1,. lw1r+~F, 

~'J.--~egterdav the Rome po~~~~ ~.on~~i; 
eras closed after ~~ continuaus r~~n o 
~ift u ~ ears, anti i~.~~r~rh~ ~z~' in~~~•~~t~. 
ii~~ ~~~r~c~~ ~n the el t~i~~~~l ~~lc~ tu~enf~! 
oC CaliforniA. It f:~ x~ ~~1~t~r ~a~' u-
eral kno~ti lt~~i#~~* tbat ~h+~ ~m~ ~~c~~tc~ 
house urea the itrst ~~er ~~~~~ ~~~ ~~,~r 
Pre~t.engions in the at,~te, ~~~z~ the '~,~b~ 
that it lies hePn cic~~ a~~ ~ iII ~,tr~n~ 
be digm~~ntled adds a chpt~r to ~h 
.rapid de~•elo~~ment of eiectricif~ ~s a~~ 
m~~ans of Po~~~~er. 

'1'hig nov~er pause ~~•ae built ~n 2~~r 
bs John Martin, the ~cvvetl know, ~~~~ 
ital2st ~-ho waR at that tf.me went fct 
the Stanley Electrical ~~`a~u ~~c~ ur~fn 
t~ompa~~ ,of ►~e,n Franciec.~o. IA ~n-# 
pans v~ith Eu~€*~t T.l~~+abla die ~.~n.c~€~~~+~t 
the idet~.. of buildfn~ the power hou~+~, 
a nri Alf rid T regidgo sold the etor'~,: 
after orga.nizinR the c~ompans: ~t't°~l~i~;+ 
~rc*t~eic~ed a largo≥ block oP t~ ~~k ~~~' 
his ~er~i~Ps and might h~~e ~ z~ ~•~~,~,~ 
n•ealths if he had nit dt~ ~e~. of i ,' , 
~iactrn and I~e~abla i'rom tlae small bQ-
~inning at the Rome j~on-~ hones bull 
n~ the immense concern that finally 
dev~lo~~ed into t lie Bev Cc►unt ies Powa 
r~om~~xnr and the ~'acific Gas and Elegy*-R 
trice com~►an~~. 

[finder tl1E~ new- s~•~t~m of trr~n~mit-• 
tiny ~c~ er, n~hi~h ~l-~~nt iut~ effect Sear ' 
tr~rd<i~ ~~•hen the s~-stc~w `z~a~ ch~ingec 
o~~ni•, pot~-ei~ rua~~ nom bc~ tran:;q~itte~ 
froth anti one plant to an<~ther bF t~, 
~itni>le ~~rc►+•c~~:~. '1'h~ }~laiit iu };tltte~ 
c~,unt~- inA~• he ~allerl ~i~u to furi~is~r 
lights foi• the ~~t~t~r c~c~untles it the t'o~-
~;~te Plallt is nut o~ cbivuiisaion, yr the 
~►lant in 1lmacl+>r co~~n~`• mKv lw used f~ 
the Ruth* P1.int au~i ('ol~~te I7l:int~ ate 
«~r~n~t. In this ~c~~- it is a great c~pn-
~-eniPn~•e anti means a nre~t steal to the 
compan~~. 

_ ~ ___ 
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/~j 

~~HE Comp~izy x~ duly organized ~incler tl~e I.,~ws of 

the Stag cif C~lifori~ia._ 

CAPITAL, _ _ $500,000. 

100,000 Shares, - s = _ $5.00 each. 

BOARD OF' DIRECTORS 

\~T~r. \I. Pt~asoa*, Eso., San Francisco. 
D. B. D:~vinsov, $so. , Sau Francisco. 

C. A. Gxoty, Aso., Sail Fra~icisco. 
$, J. n~ S.~s~.~, JR., $so., Sau Francisco. 

~Lx. rL. T12EGIDGO, $s~., Nevada County. 

ATTORNEYS FOR THE COMPANY: 

\Iassxs Pt~xsov S \Ii'rcx~r.L, Sari Frnucisco. Fiz~,D. S~ax~.s, Nevada City. 

ENCvlNE6RS OF CONSTRUCTION 

~~'. R. ~ci~.axr, C. ~~ ~I. F. \V. F. C. H,~sso~*, F,. ~. lt. E. ~,rvK~,~~r X41. Hv~~r, ~. & NI. E. 

Office of the Company, Room 8, 40 California St,, Sant Francisco. 



proposed Plan. 

Jt is proposed to daw the South ~ uba Ri~~er, and di~-ert tUe t~~ater at the dam site, mid coustrnct an 

aqueduct capable of carrying 4zoo miner's i»ches of ~ti~ater, on a grade of ten feet to tl~e mile, for a distance 

of three miles. 
Tlais yuantit}- of water, tuider a ]read of sgo feet, «gill give 2500 l~. p. on 1'elton ~~~l~eels, wl~icli 

it is estimated ~~~ill be quite sufficient to suppl~> all future clen~and. Tl~e pipe to com~e~~ the ~a~ater from 

tl~e penstock at the end of 8nuie to the recei~-er at the po~~~er house v~~ill lie made accordingly. 

Uf the 250o available h. p. at the po~~~er louse, it is proposed to transmit 55o to Ne~•ada Crtp 

Ind Grass Vallee immediately, and to generate a»d transmit the remainder as it is demanded. ` 

BOND ISSUE. 

Tl~e Company is duly authorized to issue ~2ao,000 of zo •ear ~'/r rst ii3ortgage constnictio» bonds. 

TRUSTEE. 

nIr. D. B. D~~•idson is the Trustee for tUe bondholders u»til such time as the plant is in operation, 

~~~hen the Trustee ~vSll Ue the U»ion Trust Compan~~ of San Fraucisca ~ 
`s

AMOUNT OF BONDS FOR SALE. 

In order to carry out the proposed plan of construction, ~60,00o is required. The Company propose 

to sell $60,000 of these bonds at par. 

DENOMINATION OF BONL7S. 

Bo~ids ~~~ill be issued of such denomination as ~~•ill u~eet tlae requirements of the subscribers. 

YI2USPF,CTUS OF ICE\~ADA COl/NT1" ELECTRIC I'O~FER C011I'AN1'. 9 

SUBSCRIATIONS Tn BONDS. 

Subscriptions for bonds ~a•ill he recei~•ed by the Trustee, D. B. Davidson, Esq., at the Nevada Bank 
of Sou Francisco, irntil July rst, at noon. The full amount, ~•ir. , X60,000, must be subscribed before 
any bonds are issued or payment demanded. 

BONUS. 

A bo~~us of 500 shares of the Capital Stock of the Company will be given to each pur= 
chaser of $1000 of bonds. 

PROFIT TO STOGKFiOLDERS. 

after ha~~ing made the po~~~er a~~ailable to generate a~oo h. p. ~t the power louse, ilie profit 
un tl~e trausmissio~~ of 5~o h. p. to market ti~~ill be as follo~a~s: taki~ag as a basis that the Con~pan~~ dispose 
of that amount for oi~e-Half what it costs the consumer at present foi• steam po«~er: 

~~0 1~. p. at ~7j Per anmun. ~ - - _ - ~.}~,a~o no 
Rtnmin~ e~pe»ses, - - - - - ~to,000 00 
\Tear and tear, - - ~. - - t,000 00 
Sinlcii~g fund, 5'/ , - - - - - ~;,000 00 

Extras, taxes, etc., - - - - - - r,ogo 00 
--- i9,?5a oO 

Profit on the sale of ~~o h. p., - ~ - - - ~z3,000 00 

Di~•idend to stockholders ~n the sale of ~~o h, p. rst .•ear, - ~ - roc. per share.. 
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n 
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~~ 



6 r~osr~rrvs OF \EV:1D?~ COU\TY ELECTRIC PO\VAR CO,lIP~1N1". 

!or 4800 cubic feet), having been always full acid a Large quautit}> ocerflo~~~ing their derv, By referrinb to 
the cut sho~viug the Company's proposed power house, it «gill be seen that ottr eater is returned to the 
River abo~~e the Excelsior Cou~pat~p's dam, 

PROPERTY. 

The Company o~vn ~}oo acres of land, situated on the banks of the South Yuba Ri~•er, through 
which ₹he aqueduct tt>ill pass, an<l over this property the county road from Nevada Citp to Sierra County 
crosses, Ne~~ada City is conuectecl by rail with the Central Pacific at C~lfas, thus facilitating tra»sporta-
tiou to the works. 

REPOi2TS. -

Reports have been made b~• prominent engineers upon this enterprise, and can be seen, ~~~itl~ ac-
compam•ing maps and diagrams, at the Company's office. 

MARKET FOR POWER. 

T(~e amount of por~~er no~v iu use in the iuiues of Grass Valley and Nerada City is estimated to be 
in the vicinity of z5oo h. p., of ~vl~ich about i000 li, p. is generated b}~ steam, the balance b~~ ~~•ater po«~er, 
In addition to this there Ire at present idle a large number of mines which Ire unable to work ou account 
of the high cost of power generated by steam, and that are so situated that they cannot use water to ad-
vantage. The amou7it of this idle po~~~er is estimated at aUout r~oo 1~, p., of ~vl~ich the greater part ~viil 
take act~-antage of the introduction of electricity. 

It will be seen Uy reference to the accompanying diagram the Arent ad~~ai~tage of the Compan~~'s 
location, as fi-oni the dam to the power station, a distance of three miles, the naturn( bend of the ri~~er 
is southerly, thus saving fzc~o miles in the length of the wire, and coi~sequentl}- shorteuiu~ the distance 
that tl~e po«~er is to be transmitted. 

f 

E 

t 
PROSPECT(7S OF ICE\DADA COUl~TTY ELk'CTRSC POWER COA4PAN1'. 7 

~ Tl~e course of the pole line is designated b3~ the line starting at the power station, and running to 
~, thence z, ;, 4, s, 6, ~. 

L_ each square in tl~e diagram represents a section one mile syi~are. 

{ z. Group of mines on Deer Creek, oi~e-half mile ~~~est of Nevada Citti~, comprising the ATe~~ada 
t Cite AZiue, 1~(~)•omii~g, Spanish, Champion, Merrifield, Home, D4ountait~eer, Prot~ideuce, etc„ etc. This 

~a•ill be a distributing point, a:1d from it will he st~~itched sufficient po~~~er to supply Nei•acla Cit~r n•ith 
L, electricity, and ~niues east of Ner•ada City. 

~ z. Tote» Talk Summit being the I~i~l~e~t j~0iiit pu tl~e l~igl~-road I~et3~~een tiTe~•~cl~ C.`if}' nrjrl Grass 
l~alle~~, also the summit on tl~e N. C. N. ~. Tt. R. Here wilt be e~•e~tect a ,~~-arc 11gI5t cl~~~iamo t°o light 

C., ~~~itlz electricity the Ne~•ada City a»d Grass ~S~alle~' wagon road, a»tl f7-t~i~x this l~oi~it ~>o~r'er ~t°ill 1~~ trans-
~J  mitred to the Gold flat, AZerriinac and Pittsburg mimes. 

;. The Irl~1~o, l~,Ta~-~'1 ~nct ~ro~.t~ of mines. 

( 4. The ~riap"rre., ~"l'. 1', 0. ~), and Pennsc]i~ar~ia grouj~. From this point po~a~er ~~~ill Ue trans-
(_. rnitted to Os}~oa'rz~. Hill, Co3s1~x7, I,atfa?~ette, Centet~3~ia1, Green ?~Zountain and other mimes, taking in ill 
~ properties lying in ~ southeasterl}• directron from Grass ~'alle~•. 

,5. The Omaha and X,oue Jack group. From this point power „•iJl be distributed southerly to tlae 
`~ celebrated AIlison Ranch Mine, taking in the Illinois, Vt~iscoi~si», Hartex~~ a»d other mines. 

~- 6. Tlie North Star .~Zine. 

~.. ~. Tlie Peabody Mine, taking in on its route tl~e Rocl;p $ar, Ne«~ fork Hill, Hudson Bay, 
I'rihztte, Massachusettt Hill, Stockbridge, Scadden's Flat and Gold Hill. From ~ the line ~~ill pass 

~'' ~ly~•c~riglx Grass 1'alle~- to~a~nsite and return to r, thus cou~pleting the circuit ax~d~ ta~in~ iii a market for 
`. po«~er that is unsurpassed in the United States at So sUort a clistanee from the poi~it of ge»eration. 



VfEW 1. 
Shon~s ll~e Souih l'uhn Ricer nt extreme lon~ ~•~ter. Tliiti is ihr lorntiou }•here the dam R')II AC COgFI~I1KC(I and the 

«•nlcr turned into the fl~uve. 

1'ROSYL'CTUS OF N$\rAD.~ COUNTI' k1,FCTRIC PO~1'FI: COh1YA2~1'. 

BONDI-tOLDERS' EARNINGS. 

Di~•iclend of 2oc. o~i 50o shares, - - - - ~+*, ioo 00 
Interest an ~i000 bond at q~~, - - - - - ,o ou 

II 

d 

makiu~ an incoane ou 1 ~y IOOO 177Vestnient of - - - - - - ~;I ~o 00 der aaanuu~, or r; /. , 
besides has•ing 50o shares of the Capital Stock that will yearly be increasing in value. 

SURPLUS. 

Tl~e Company l~otds ~,r4o,oao of bonds iii trust, to he disposed of when it is deemed necessar~~ or 
ad~~isable to i~icrease the capacity of the electrical transmission, thus proi~idin~ against ar~~- assessment 
aucl iustiring regular diride~sds, 

Cost of rlater~al and Cor~structioYl in Detail. 

DAM. 
_.... _.»~..,..,..__. 

Tlie daui will be made of logs securel~~ bolted to the Ued rock, and constructed r~~itl~ air overhang-ing crest. Tl~e object of this dam is not to store water brit to clip=err it from its natur~i course and turd it iiato tl~e flume. Tlie site is so favorable that a good substantial dim could be properl~~ built of logs, 
end the entrance to fl ume ~~~el] protected, for - - - - - 000. ~3 
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