
RESOLUTION No. ~~-628 

OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF NEVADA 

RESOLUTION DESIGNATING WASHINGTON'S CHINESE 
COMMUNITY SITE, LOCATED AT 15382 WASHINGTON ROAD, 
WASHINGTON, CALIFORNIA (APN 064-060-035-000) AS NEVADA 
COUNTY HISTORICAL LANDMARK NEV 22-04 

WHEREAS, the Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission (NCHLC) was 
established in 1969 to promote the general welfare of Nevada County and its citizens through 
official recognition, recording, marking, preserving, and promoting the historical resources of 
Nevada County; and 

WHEREAS, the NCHLC has since sustained an active program of cataloging and 
recommending for designation historical sites and structures throughout Nevada County; and 

WHEREAS, the NCHLC purpose includes cataloging and recommending for designation 
historical resources that may include any object, building, structure, site, area, place, record, or 
manuscript which is historically or archaeologically significant, or is significant in the 
architectural, engineering, scientific, economic, agricultural, educational, social, political, 
military, or cultural annals of Nevada County and/or California; and 

WHEREAS, the NCHLC accepts applications, processes and verifies applications for 
proposed historical landmark designation and recommends said landmark designations for 
approval by the Nevada County Board of Supervisors; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors supports the promotion of the public health, safety, 
and general welfare by providing for the identification, protection, enhancement, perpetuation, 
and use of improvements, buildings, structures, signs, objects, features, sites, places, districts, and 
areas within the County that reflect special elements of the County's architectural, artistic, 
cultural, engineering, aesthetic, historical, political, social, and other heritage, by allowing their 
registration as Nevada County Historical Landmarks for the following reasons: 

1. Safeguarding Nevada County's heritage as embodied and reflected in the 
Washington's Chinese Community Site, located at 15382 Washington Road, 
Washington, California 95986 representing its influence on Nevada County's 
cultural and social history; and 

2. Encouraging public knowledge, understanding, and appreciation of Nevada 
County's history as reflected in its heritage; and 

3. Fostering civic and neighborhood pride and a sense of identity based upon the 
recognition and use of cultural resources; and 

4. Preserving diverse and harmonious architectural styles and design innovations; 
and 

5. Enhancing property values to increase economic and financial benefits to 
Nevada County and its inhabitants by preserving and promoting historical 
buildings; and 



6. Protecting and enhancing Nevada County's attraction to tourists az1rl visitors, 
thereby stimulating business and industry; and 

7. Identifying as early as possible and resolving conflicts between the 
preservation of cultural resources and alternative land uses iri a section cif 
Nevada County that inay see future population growth. 

WHEREAS, NCHLC received an application from Professor Gordon Chang from Stanford 
University on September 29, 2022 requesting Washington's Chinese Community Site, located at 
15382 Washington Road, Washington, California 95986 be designated as a Nevada County 
Historical Landmark; and 

WHEREAS, the September 29 application from Gordon Chang included the approval of 
the property owner Gary Banks; and 

WHEREAS, at its October 21, 2022 meeting, the NCHLC verified and unanimously 
approved the Application and now recommends that the Board of Supervisors designate the 
Property as a Nevada County Historical Landmark. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that the Board of Supervisors of the 
County of Nevada hereby accepts the NCHLC's recommendation and designates Washington's 
Chinese Community Site, located at 15382 Washington Road, Washington, California 95986 
(APN 064-060-035-000) as Nevada County Historical Landmark NEV 22-04. 

BE IT FURTHER RF,SOLVED that the Clerk of the Board is hereby directed to record a 
certified copy of this Resolution with the Office of the Nevada County Clerk-Recorder within ten 
(10) days after the adoption hereof. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Nevada at a regular meeting of 

said Board, held on the 13th day of December, 2022, by the following vote of said Board: 

Ayes: Supervisors Heidi Hall, Edward Scofield, Dan Miller, Susan 

K. Hoek and Hardy Bullock. 

Noes: None. 

Absent: None. 

Abstain: None. 

ATTEST: 

JULIE PAT"I'ERSON HUNTER 

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

Susan K. Hoel<, Chair 

12/13/2022 cr. Recorder (1) 
NCHLC* 



Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission 

P.O. Box 1014 

Nevada City, California 959591 info@nevadacountylandmarks.com 

530-274-7118 

21 October 2022 

Nevada County Board of Supervisors 

950 Maidu Avenue 

Nevada City, CA 95959 

.. • .7C~y'f11~Tiii~:...~l~C~ii1:~~ 

At today's meeting of the Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission, the 

Commission voted unanimously to recommend to the Board that the attached 

application for landmark designation of the town of Washington's Chinese Community 

be approved. 

The landmark will commemorate generally Washington's Chinese community, 

one of the largest Chinese communities in Nevada County during the second half of the 

19th century, and specifically the family of pioneer merchant and miner Suey Chung. 

The applicant is Professor Gordon Chang of Stanford University, who is a descendent of 

Suey Chung as well as a leading expert on the Chinese participation in the building of 

the Transcontinental Railroad. 

It is anticipated that a plaque will be placed at the top of China Alley, which was 

one of the principal entryways to the Chinese quarter below. The current property owner 

has consented to having a plaque placed on the site. It is to be designated as Nevada 

County Historical Landmark NEV 22-04. 



The applicant has provided a thorough and compelling level of research and 

documentation to accompany its application, which has been reviewed by the 
Commission for historical accuracy. The application and supporting documentation is 
enclosed. Commissioner Jerry Martini is to be credited for his dedicated effort in 
shepherding this application through. 

If you approve the application, please forward the resolution and accompanying 
documents to the County Recorder. 

If you have any further questions do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you in advance 

for your consideration of this request. 

Yours truly, 

Bernard immerman 

Chair 

cc. Prof. Gordon Chang w/o enc. 
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Site Information Property Details Districts Permits Unrecorded Maps 

Site Address Jurisdiction Legal Description 
15382 WASHINCaTON ROA[3 NEVADA COUNTY PTN LOT 30 WASHINGTON -1"OWNSITE 

Subdivision 
Washington (Townsite), 

Owner Data 
Roll Year Owner Mailing Address Mailing City, State Mailing Zip 

2022 BANKS GARY 15274 WASHINGTON RD POB 9 WASHINGTON, CA 95986 

Property Summary 
Assessor's Parcel Number Acreage Land Value Improvement Value Tax Rate Area 

064-060-035-000 Q.68 $136,652.OQ $320,608.Oa 079-001 

Property Context 
Zoning Zoning General Census Census Max Ground Snow Climate Wind 

District Plan Tract Block Elevation Load Zone Exposure 
Map Group (Ibs/sgft) 

C1 95 NC 9.00 3 2,624 49 11 C 
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Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission ;~$~ 

Application far Registration of Historical Landmark 

Name of proposed landmark -Washington's Chinese Community 

Location - 15382 Washington Rd.,y,._Washington, Califiornia 

Name of applicant -Prof. Gordon Chang 

Address - 

Home or work phone.._. 

Name and address of owner upon whose property proposed landmark 

is located, if owner is not applicant -Gary Banks, 15382 Washington Rd.~ 
Washington, Cal, 

1 authorize the placing of a plaque or marker on site. 

~..' 

t~wner's signature 

2Q21 rev, 

9 ~z ~ ~-
Dat 



Brief history and description of proposed landmark 

The landmark will commemorate the town of Washington's Chinese 

community, one of the largest Chinese communities in Nevada County during 
the second half of the 19th century. It was also the home for many years of the 

prominent family of town merchant and mine operator Suey Chung, (also known 

as Fong Chow) whose very accomplished children were the first Chinese 
Americans to enter many professional fields in California. The applicant is Mr. 

Chung's grandson. It is anticipated that a commemorative plaque will be placed 

on a boulder across the entrance to China Alley on Washington Road. The Alley 

led down to the Chinese quarter. 

Historically significant aspects or properties of proposed landmark 

Chinese immigrants had a viable and essential presence in Nevada 

County's Washington Township from the earliest days of the Gold Rush. Chinese 

arrived here in the 1850s, at which time about 20% of the County's population 

was Chinese. Chinese miners searched the South Yuba River for gold, both as 

independent miners and as hired labor. As gold mining progressed into a multi-

layered industry, the Chinese provided a necessary and dependable labor force 

that allowed the industry to advance at a remarkable pace. 

Chinese workers contributed greatly to the creation of the intricate system 
of ditches and canals allowing the search for gold to evolve and flourish. 

Chinese wood choppers provided much needed timber and fuel. Chinese men 
and women worked as miners, cooks, housekeepers, gardeners, launderers, 

merchants, saloon keepers and even soap root diggers that supplied raw 

material for cosmetics and mattress stuffing. This despite enduring persistent 

prejudice, such as discriminatory taxes, violence, segregation, and even a 

prohibition against their testifying in court against whites. All this contributed to 

the passage of the first Chinese Exclusion Act in 1882. 

The Chinese Community that developed along the river in the town of 
Washington became a hub of support not only for the Chinese population of the 

area but also for Washington and the outlying communities. Vegetable farmers 

distributed their crops and merchants provided goods both up and down river 
and beyond. The town grew large enough to establish its own temple or joss 
house. China Alley, located between the current general store and 15400 

Washington Rd, was one of the principal entryways to the Chinese quarter 

below. 



The viability and importance of Washington's Chinese quarter grew to the 

point that at times the Chinese population of Washington Township exceeded its 
non-Chinese neighbors. The 1880 census lists 527 residents of Washington 
township, over a hundred of whom were Chinese. 

Citizens of Washington's Chinese community became influential enough to 
merit ongoing coverage in the local newspapers. An exemplary resident was 

Suey Chung (later better known as Fong Chow), a town merchant and 
supervisor of the Omega hydraulic mine located not far from town. His 

engagement and marriage to a lovely woman from Marysville, Lonnie Tom, and 

the birth of their children, were regularly reported in the Grass Valley Morning 
Union. The couple had eleven children (Theodore, Alice, Minnie, Taft, Helen, 
Hiram, Albert, Marian, Martha, Leslie, and Lorraine). They named their first three 
sons after Theodore Roosevelt, William Howard Taft, and Hiram Johnson to 

honor their American citizenship. All the children were "China Gold" to their 

parents and went on to have families and accomplished careers throughout the 

country. With the outbreak of World War II, son Albert joined the U.S. Army, rose 
to be a lieutenant, and died in action in Alaska. He was awarded posthumously 
the Silver Star, Purple Heart, and Congressional Gold Medal. 

As hydraulic mining became restricted following the 1884 Sawyer decision, 
and the economy and population of Washington Township declined, the Chinese 
quarter dwindled and disappeared. The Chinese along with many other 

residents left. The Fong Family relocated to Vallejo. The joss house was 

vandalized for lumber in 1929. And yet the presence, the contribution, and the 
importance of the Chinese to the history of the town of Washington and Nevada 
County endures. 

How will the landmark be protected and maintained? 

By the town of Washington under the direction of its Fire Department, with 
the assistance of the Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission. 

Bibliography. Cite or attach available books, records, articles or other materials 

pertaining to the proposed landmark. 

Books and articles: 

China Gold, by Theresa A. Sparks, Academy Library Guild Fresno California 

1954 



Historical Notes of Early Washington, Nevada County, California Mining District 

by Robert J. and Grace J, Slyter 

The Chinese and Hydraulic Mining in the Far West, by Randall Rohe, 

mininghistoryassociation.org 

A History of Two Chinatowns in Grass Valley and Nevada City, by Thomas Arthur 

Deeble, Searls Library, 1972 

From Chinese to Chinese American: Chinese Women &Families in a Sierra 

Nevada Town, by David Beesley, Available at https://www.jstor.org/stable/ 

25158476?read-now=1 

Washington Township Population, 1880 U. S. Census 

Wikipedia article on Alice Fong Yu at https://en.wikipedia.or~/wiki/Alice Fonq Yu 

viewed 23 August 2022. 

Attached newspaper articles from newspapers.com and The Morning Union 

Historical or civil records: (e.g., ownership, assessments etc.) 

Other: (e.g. photographs, prints or drawings. Please list and attach separately) 

There are photographs of Washington's Chinese quarter and Lonnie Tom in the 

Beesley article 

Two photographs from the Fong family descendants. 

Applicant's signature Date 9/27/22 



This completed form and all related documents shall be sent to the: 

Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission 

Attention: Chairman 

P. O. Box 1014, Nevada City, Cal. 95959 

Attachments and related documents may be submitted in electronic format to 

info@ nevadacountylandmarks.com 

An application must be considered solely on its historic or architectural merits 
and not for commercial gain, political benefits, or other non historical reasons. 

An individual Commissioner can advise and counsel an applicant, but all 

applications must be considered by the full Commission, meeting in regular 
session. 



Historical Notes of Early Washington, Nevada County, California Mining District 

by Robert J. and Grace J. Slyter, pp. 80-85 

"A CH I NAMAN" ! 

`A Chinam:zn' was ]cillect at EVashington in the claim of the Chinese company on the 
Yuha River. Yesterday the rope from the boons i:o the masthead of a derrick broke 
and a large rock ~t~hich 9t had suspended, fell upon the Chinaman, crushing his head 
and killing him instantly. *6. dune 1870. 

<~t the Washington mine, Orrnoncic, i4lortday nann, a. Chinese was instantly ]cilied by 
a fail of 2U0 feet down the sha}'t. F-Ic was at work at the 204 foot level, ~n a staging, 
when the tii~~bers broke loose and Ll~e descent of his laody was not checked until it 
s•eached the ~:tl(i ft. level. His neck was broken, his skull fractured and he was other-
Gvise maimed. *4. Ueccrnber r0, 1R90. 

`A Chinaman' fell dawn the air chuie at the Spanish mine, nc;ar ~~Vashington and was 
instantly stilled. ~t~'hen cl.iscovered hc: vas Healy lauz~ied under ore. His rez~nains 
were taken care of 1~y leis c~ ~~'.,~men aitd his funeral took place the following clad. 
*9. 17ay 23, 1904, 

`f'~ Chinaman' was killed in the Baltic mine. Dolling stones killed another on Scntch-

man C7•eek, The files of. the olcl i~evada t;ounty newspapers tell the same story tinge 
aftez• limy--`:~ ChinRman' killed, Just `A Chinaman', Seldom was trouble taken to 

get his name. 

r! ('t 



Ling Hing, popular i:earnst~r, returned to \~l-ashington today from San Francisco. ~4. 
April 29, 1905. 
(Ling I~Ting; Teamster. registered voter. N. C. Index to Precinct Register, 1901.}. 

The Chinese maiden of sixteen summers, ~vho has long been bespoken as the wife-to-- 
be of Ling Hing of the town of Washington, arrived last night on the train from San 

I'rancisco according to schedule, and was conveyed in a carriage to the home of 
Ling FIing, where upon her arrival they were married according to the rites and 

cereixionies of their race. Some of the county-seat Chinese went with her to Wash-

ington to attend the wedding. *8. September 14, 1905. 

~3orn at Washington, April 30, 1907; To the w9fe of l~~ing Hing--a son. *8. May 3, 

1907, 

THE WASHINGTON BRASS BAND 

`The Washington Brass Band, kindly and favorahly known throughout the county, was 

organized in 1862; under• the leader, Mr. Philip Goyne'. 

Band members are: 

Phzlip Goyne 

Jahn McBean 

John Goyne 

A. W. ~'ott;er 
Ur. H. F. Wilkinson 
J. H. Adorns 
John V~. Brown 

Miner 

Saloon Keeper 

54iner 
Occupation not given 

Miner 

Miner 

Miner "3. 

A picture, dated July 1866; shows the band linefl up across the main street of Wash-
~ ington, with a back ground of shake-roofed buildings. Nine serit~us, mustached men 

in black hats, white shirts and dark trousers, with instruments held in 'various pos-
itions, and a flag boy at the head of the line. 
The picture lists tihe memt~ers names as: 

,, Ge~z•ge A. Gr .sse.l. Flag Boy 

John Mclean Saloon Keeper 

E Philip Goyne (Conductor) Miner 

~ John Goyne Miner 

Fritz M~is~:er Miner 
~1r. Moulton Occupation not given 

~ Dr. H. F. Wzik.insUn Miner 

J. H. Adams Miner 

John W. Brawn Miner 

~ Narne of the ni.nt.h man is not given 

i 
Considering the methods of travel and the condition of the roads of that day, it is 

hard to believe now how this band covered th.e area credited to it by the newspapers 

of the tide. It is mentioned as being in every parade in almost every Town in the 

county. During the Civil War it pla~red at every #"und xaising event far the welfare 

of the L'nion Army. Always--`without compensation', Dances in Nevada City, Dutch 

flat, Rough &Ready, Graniteville, etc. Weddings, lodge parties, political rallies--

`Music 73y The Washington }3rass Band'. 

`On almost every public occasion of recent date, gotten up by the rnunifices~t public 

spirit of Nevada City or Cxrass Valley, the services of this excellent band have been 

1 brought into requisition, and besides the substantial rewards given them, the citizens 

of Nevada City have presented n2r. Gayne, their leader, a beautiful silver mounted 

cornet with echo attachment, as an earnest expression of their kind appreciation. 
;:1.

r 
ss 
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r 
Ho«' many Chinese were there rin the WaslSingGon District at the height of mining 

~ activity? 
M They caulcin't vote, so there arcs no records that can so easily set the Caucasians in 

the District.. 
K 

`PopulaGiota, including Mongolians, is about 350'. *3• ~ ~~~' 

~' In the town of Washington--`and a population, including a considerable number of 

r Mongolians, is ahnut 350'. *1. 1880. 

~ `A gentleman froi7~ Washington in£oa•ms gas that in the vicinity of the village of Wash-

~ ington, there are over 1OQ Chinese and that they out number the white population. 

There are mostly engaged in mining on the Yuba River and Scotehman Creek'. 

' *6. ?vTay 14, 18?0, 

From a `Register of Domestic Money Orders' issued at the post office in Washington. 

~ from order #1, issued August 21, 1892; to money order X3500, issued October 19, 

i! 1899; `A Chivaraan' bought money orders and gave his name as -- Luri Sing, Ah 

r Wing, Xet Chang, Tuck I,ee, SuEy Chung, Ah Juan, Wah Hang, Sang Lee, Ah Bang, 

Hee Kee, Sung Chung, Ah Kate, Wong Kaug, Mee Lee, Ah Wao, Ah Scan, Ah Lu, 

Fong Chnw, Yoh Moan, 3?0o Soo, Ghine Wing, Ye Lung, Sam Sing, Chung Lee, Ah 

r Sam, Ah roc, Way Kee, Ah Tom, Gee We Lung, etc. 

r Ranging froze sums of one i:o lU0 dollars, these money orders were made out mostly 

payable to Chinese names in Nevada City, Sacramento and San Francisco. 

P A few `A Chinaman' reached the Washington District very early in the 1850s. He 

first worked for Caucasian miners ox woxkec~ aver the gravel, and did very well, 

which the Caucasian gold-seekers passed up as being `poor', As the gravel claims 

became worked-out' and hard rock mining came in, he worked in the tunnels side 
B by side with the Caucasian, always for thirty to forty percent less pay, and doing 

the harder work--mucking. 

~ `A Chinaman' formed companies, l:aking up or leasing ground from Caucasian owners. 
In groups they located good timbez~ and cut lagging and mine timbers to sell to 

6 Caucasian miners. 

(It is suggested that you read `Ching Gold', by "i'hexesa A. Sparks. This book seems 
P to be the only written record of Chinese mining activity in the Washington District). 

~ Out of employment when the railroad over the Sierra Nevada mountains was cam-
plel;ed in the late 1860's, 'A Chinaman' came into the District in large numbers. 
He became , a cook oz' waiter in the hotels and mine boarding houses, Oid pictures 
of groups of miners in different mines in the 1870 to 1910 period, nearly always 

~ show the clean, slim form of a Chinese cook in the back-ground, 

' ground 1930 the writer talked to `Old-Timers' of the District, who thirty to fifty 
~ years before had worked -- one Caucasian miner, one Chinese rnucker. Of `A 

Chinaman' they always s~~oke of with respect. ~14any claimed they would never work 
~ in a mine that dic~l't have a Chinese conk. He was always clean. Always had a pair 

of blue pants, a shirt and. a white apron drying on a Line behind the cook house stove. 
Never chewed tok~acco while he was making bread. Knew haw to make pies, season 

~ meat, and didn't just dope the meat with saltpeter to keep it dram spgiling, but 
had a `cooler' in some damp place in thc, tunnel. And never had ~ bottle of whiskey 
`hidden-out', f7~ar,~ ~vhieh he took a frequent 'pull'. G1~'as always happy in warm or 

` cold ~veathe-r and `ease to get along• with'. 

During 't2~e ac;ason' veg~tal~les were r~isc;cl `clown on thi i~i~~er' and peddled t:o the 



C'auc.asi;~ty hopse k~>c~p~rs c~.f ti~1~~ t~~~~an:~ bar `rl Clilrr~rri:<<z~', evit.i~ ~::va I~sr~kr~t:: ~•1s~E'ncied 

UI1 ti 1021, ~lUli' gVt?1 }S1S Sf10U7r~C1"S. ~~1~ 8~{1~~ ~3 1 (~~'Ll"C1E'ri~t` [{;1VE; ~21tY1 ~'t'~C~.fl~}7CB ~O 

SE~1 it1 ~-}1('. ~''[)X'~p~t ~QIl~ k)Z?TC>I^P, tt~05t? 1'[i18(:`.fl 1Tl ~~]E' ~flT'C~C'.flS O~~ t}1(' ~ iAtlGfl:sl£►~i1S W('.T'8 

2'~iiC~J'. 

Tn the e~i•ly 190C1's, Wing z,ung ran ~ vegetable stand in Che GVasi~ington china town, ;C/ 

~t 9~1I~~)LC1 lil {1'tll~. i~rit~ VB~I',tc11J]G'S t~11.~: ~i'81~e out of season IocAllyi iiS tVB1~ as salmon 

~.n~ oi:he~~ fish, for ~T'lidee', T-Ie was often seen in Omega, Maybert, CXaston and even 

~s Fax as Graniteville. His only competztian with Caucasizn stores was the l~arr~l ~M 

of whiskey, sold in ail stores at a standard price of three--dollars agal"lon--bring ~ 

your own container, 
In later years 'A Chinaman' often drove teams and pack-horses. Lind I-Ting being ~1 

n teamster in the llistrict turtil about: 4Vax~ld G~Jar I. per 

The town of 1Vashington was the shopping center• of the District for 'A Chinaznxn'. 

At least t~vo Chinese stores operated here until about 1914. One was owned xnd ~ 

opea•ated foz• years by Suey Chung and Another by hack Hing. The store of Ah Bang 

is mentioned in the delinquent tax list of 1885. Also in 1896 when the Scotchman ~ 

dam collapsed. ~ 
Une small Chinese store •also operated in Omega for years. 

:11so in Washington was the Chinese Temple or Joss House. This was van~1A.?i~ed h;+ ~ 

Caucasians of the town after the Chinese were ali gone, ak~out 1929, r~,z• 1u~rber 't.<? 

build garages and for fire woad. V!~" 

(Theresa A, Sparks, author of °China Gold', credits Suey Chu~zr; "`'•" `' ~'~.=:`•"'~,"~ ,=;~ ~ 
t.lie mo~~e that erected the Chines Temple in Washington). ~i0 

The last Chinese cook in the L?istrict left in 1928. Tae was c~::ir~ ~:,••~ . ~.' s!.: ~??•~ :~~~:..:f.~:si~ 
mine. *12. ~ 

Ed Carey, last of the old-time teamsters in the District often i :Iv fJ~ LP.1£1_T.'.~ tiY~ l~:~st ~ 

of `A Chinaman', very sick and old, from Washington to the County ~iu~~ita3 ix~ iJav~~a 
City, late in the 1.920's. 

The only picture known to axist of the Washington Chinatown was taken from the 

North Bloomfield road. It shows a mass of unpainted b~ailclings stretching along the 
river. bank from a point of the present Washington store (19667, then the town butcher 
shop, to a point almost to the mouth of Washington Creek. 

`Ona of the great secrets of the success of the Chinese miners is their neatness and 

economy of labor, and nice calculation of time. They da all the work in such a xnan-

ner that nothing has to be done over again, no rock has to he twice moved and every 

particle of dirt once removed is so placed as to be ever aftwards out of the way. 

In this way they secure neatness and order in future operations. A~Iiners generally 

might Y~enefit in this respect by their example'. *10. April 21, 1858, 

`Chinese Ecomomy, These people prr~secute theiz• mining operations with mush y 

neatness and at little cost, substituting labor for capital. In flumin~ they wall up 

a ditch with stone and earth instead of the use of. lumber, as the americans general-

ly do'. *10. August 25, ].858. ~ 

The bodies of three Chinese were found last weEk in a canyon near Washington, by '~ 

a man who was out hunting. The discovery caused quite a sensation among the ~ 

Chinesen An investigation will be made. *4. ~41ay 13, 1861. 

5orne thirty-Chinese, recent arrivals frorrz China, e~me to Nevada City t~q stage 



horn Colfax ye5t~~•~ay, GaChering up their• bundles ihey toai< oft for North i3loom-~ 
~ field, tvh~re the~~ Faav4 beers employed on the No~'i,i, l;laomfield ditch. *15. Octabar 
~► ? , l 868. 

~ T`i£teen Chinese came down from 1~'ashin~ton today' aeeking some iocalion to spend 
rail the winter months. *4. SepCemher 16, 187Q. 

~ The Galiforni.a `The Chinese Riust Go' ruckus of the late 1870's touched the Washing-
~ ton District. An armed body of man marched on the camps of the Blue TenC Com-

pany and the fall Creek Company, who were said to be constructing a ditch and 
flumes with all Chinese lat~or in the I~ all Creek and Texas Creek areas. *4. Num- 
Brous articles and letters--August 78?8. 

An accident accured at Rocky Bar in which t~vo Chinese were seriously, if not fatally 

injured. They wereputting a charge of black powder in a boulder and used in tamping 

a sledge and a~~ iron bar. The powder was accidently ignited and the explosion tore 
the boulder to pieces. Qne of the Chinese was sitting on the boulder at the time. 

*¢, ~u.ne 6, 1880. 

A Chinese mining on Canyon Creek, four miles above Washington, was killed Mon-
!~ day by a derrick £aping upon him. His head was crushed and an arm and leg broken. 
~, *4, dune 21, 1881. 

~t The Alpha Hydraulic mine employs ten or more Chinese and only three or four 

white men. 'Phis mine and the Hathaway mine seem to be the only corporations in 

the Washington District employing Chinese, although there are numQrous Chinese 

!~ who have leased Claims and Are working them, *4. ?vIay Y8, 1$82. 

~ The Omega Hydraulic Mining Company has been cleaning up their claims at Omega. 

Last Thursday night Joe Williams, the night watohrnan, saw two Chinese in the ground 
~ sluice and shot at them. They xan away, leaving behind them a sack containing a 

mixture of amalgam anti dirt that they had scraped up. Williams hurried off and 
y~i getting assistance returned to search far the others. They had returned and got 

the sack and carried it away, 14Ionday night the man worked at the claims until 
~ about eleven oclock and nearly finished cleaning up. They then left, but after getting 

~4 to the top of the bank looked back and saw lights in the sluice. H. R, Tully and Wm, 

~ Hampton, with a shot-gun and rifle, slipped up as close as they could and shot at 

the robbers, shattering the leg of one and wounding the other in the head and groin. 

Both are believed fatally huz•t. They were carried to an old cabin and left, but since 

~ that time they have been spirited away, probably by some countrymen. *4, August 

10, 1882. 

Chinese names often appeared in the annual. list of delinquent taxpayers of Nevada 

~ County: 
ppp~ Ah Sam Co, Ye Sang, agent. Claim on Brandy Flat. Also knovm as the Sam Bower's 

claim. 
Wing Fat Tong Co. Claim an South Yuba. Piver, opposfte Grissel's hotel. 

~ Hong Pong. Chinatown, Washington. Lot on site of Chinatown facing the South Yuba, 

nearly apposite Ah Bang & Co's. store. 

~ Ah Chee. In Chinatown, Washington. Lot opposite lot of Hop Sing & Co. 

~ Ah You, In Chinatown, Washington. Lot bounded by Hop Ling. 

~ Ah Sam. In Chinatown, Washington. Lot near Ah Chee's property. . 

iVtow I~ ung. In Chinatown, Washington. Lot by slaughter house, knoum as the harden 

house lot. 

The delinquent taxes on this list ranged from ninety-seven cents to $10,50. *~. 
M~ T'ebruary 4, 188 . 
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y"° 
~~ nuiiing Coin~~a~~y, pros ~e~ettn in ~~4'ashin ton '1'o~vnslii a, had three 5}11I~S O{ tW0 

~ 
C)ne of the 

c 
~ 

CflUC~iSl711S` and one Chinese t.o e h ~hiPf,, ~ a ed in sinlcin~ a st~afi. 
t;hit~us~>., ~Ca bucket drop ~n~ ti~~' ~ ~~~ho vas operating the hoisting rig, elessly Yep. ~ 
two Cluaasians had a nla~ro~~~ escape. As a result they refused to gb to ~~ork ~.g~in ~ 

unless the Ck~inese was 'bounced.' IIe was pr~in~~tly 'fired'. *4. i~1~y' 1887, 

'The anti--mining spies say that eight Chinese were arrested last `fhursd~y at Alpha 

!'or liydrfiulickin~. *4. June 1, 18$7. br°

four Chinese a~iiners were arrested for h draulic minin near Omega. They were ~ 

fined $S00 each ar on default to serve ane day in jail for each dollar of the fine. 

~`4, ~ tlpril 24, 188$, 

~ In Wash9ngton 124 Chinese have been given certificates of registration by the U. S. 

~ Deputy Collector of Tnternai Revenue. *4. l~7ay 7, 1894. 

~ Yee Sing, a Chinese who has been engaged in mining in V~'ashington L7istrict for 
~ many years, and was formerly engaged in merchandising, is going back to China. 

The old feltow is suffering from quick-consumption and realizes he is not going to ~ 
live long. Two countrymen, who ~z~e going with him, started from Washington to 
go to Gaston, to see their brofihex•, who is a cook at the mine. The trip through the ~ 
snow was a rough one, and one of the men gave out. His companion reached the mine y~ 
and informed th.e men of what had happened. charley Lily, ~'orernan of the mine, 
found the exhausted Chinese, nearly dead from the cold, and carried him on his ~ 
back to the mine, where the unfortunate man was restored. t1 19ttie longer in the ~ 
snow and he would have perished. *4. January 25, 1$94. ~ 

'Thirty Dollar Reward. ~ 
Ah Fong left the Baltic Mine for Graniteville, on snowshoes, January 20, x.895; and 
has not been heard from since. It is believed that he perished in the snowo A re-
ward o~ thirty-dollars will be paid to the person finding the remains'. Signed--He 
Oy or Lund Moon. 
(An advertisement published in The Transcript, of June 10, 1895). 

Delinquent Taxes X3361. Wing Lee Long. Two houses in Chinatown, Washington. 
Also gravel claim, commencing at Kohler's barn in Washington and running south 
into the hill a distance of 800 feet to a tree blazed, thence west to the south side of 
the Yuba River, etc. Total tax--$13.15. *4. June 5, 1896, 

Suet' Chung, a Chinese mez•chant of Washington, was in htevada City today arranging ~ 
for his marriage to a Chinese damsel of :Viarysville. The marriage will take place 
in twenty-six days. Chung engaged a four horse rig to ga dov~m fox his `new-wife', 
whom he has net~ex seen. *4. Novernher 19, 1901, ~ 

Saturday morning I~enry Lane went to Mar}~saille with a four-horse rig to bring up 
the affianced of Suet' Chung, the Chinese merchant of Washington. He z~eturned yes- ~ 
terday morning with the girl and the vehicle was decorated in grand style with 
Chinese lanterns and red silk. The carriage was partitioned off and the Chinese ~ 
beauty was hidden fz•om the rude eyes of the white man, The groom-to-be followed ~ 
in a two-horse rig. After changing horses the wedding party proceeded to Wash4ng-
ton, where the ceremony was performed last night. *4. Decamber 16, 1901, ~! 

~ 5uey Chung and wife arrived yesterday afternoon from Washington on their way to 
i~iarysvilie to attend the wedding of Man Loy, a North San Juan merchant, to a maid ~" 
of the flowering Kingdom, The bride-to-be is a sister of Mrs. Suet' Chung. *9. ~ 
:'1~arch 30, 1.904. 

~s~ 



Ling cling, poi~ulli• teamstex•, reCurned to tiVashington today from Sin I~ rancisco. '~4. 
April 29, 1905. 
(Ling Ding: Teamster. Registered votc;r. N. C. Index to Precinct itegister. Y.9@1). 

The Chinese maiden of sixteen summers, who has long been bespoken as the wife--to~- 
be of Lind HYng of the town of Washington, arrived last night on the train from San 

I'rancisco according to schedule, and was conveyed in a carriage to the home of 
Ling Hing, where upon her arrival they were marz•ied according to the rites and 

ceremonies of their race. Some of the county-seat Chinese went with h.er to Wash-

ington to attend the wedding. *8. September 14, 1905. 

Horn at Washington, April 30, 1907: To the wife of Ling T-Ting---a son. *8. May 3, 
i nnn 
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chapter Seven 

jssa: cHZN~sE ~~e~~szo~ 

~ea~ada City ~xdinance: Jerry Brady, the son of an Irish miner in Nevada f~ity, California, rememhers that his 

father Described "AhTie" as "the rich Chinaman dressed in white:' Yee AhTye appar-ertly wrent to Cal-

if~~'n a's Nevada County in the 1870s to oversee I--fop Sing investments. 

There were more than one hundred Chinese in 

the vicinity of the town o(lNashington in the 1870s. 

Mostly engaged in mining, they outnumbered the 

White population, ~Tf7e Nevada City Dai(y National 

G,~zette r~parted that the Chinese seldom made 

the news with any quarrels or unlawful acts.L 

While living in La Parte,Yee Ah Tye presumably 

o~~ersaw the Hop Sing investments in Nevada 

County. ~levada County assessment books for the 

years 1876 and 1877 list Hop Sing w~:h gerer~i 

merchandise worth two hundred dollars. 

~n 1878, Charles Foran sold to `"Nop Sing & 

Company Chinaman" a mining claim known as 

Brass Wire Bar, opposite Washington. For the price 

of $250 the claim included "a dam site and dam 

about 6Q0 feet . . . with a ditch and flume conveying 

water from said dam . . .forthe purpose of mining.'' 

In 1879, records show that Hop Sing and Company 

paid a tax assessment for improvements on the 

claim. 

Hotivever, these investments were short-lived, 

perhaps due to anti-Chinese attitudes that were far 

more severe than thas~ in La Porte. In response to 

the Cali#~ornia Constitution of 1$79, Nevada City 

enacted an ordinance in 1880 that removed 'the 

Chinese frorr7 its city limits.4 The presence of the 

Chinese was said to be "'dangerous to the well-

being of the comm~.~nity and injurious to public 

health, safety and public morals" All Chinese were 

removed from Nevada City within sixty days af~the 

ordinance's passage. Any Chinese who failed to 

comply was either fined $ (5 to $ 100 or impris-

oned for no more than ten days; sometimes they 
faced both penalties. Failure of a Chinese to move 

within forty-eight hours after a conviction constitut-

ed anew offense. ~'erhaps this ordinance prflm~ted 

i- lop Sing and Company to sell the Brass Wire Bar 

mining claim to Ah Fat in 188 ! , 

Anti-Chinese Leagues 

An image of La Forte's Chinatown in i $80 can be 

glimpsed in the 18$0 United States census of Plumas 

County and its listing cif trades or professions: 

six merchants 

one clerk ii ~ store 

one barter 

o~~e house of~rostitution 

one prostitute 

one laundry 

one opium dens 

The main merchandise store in La Porte China-

town was Hop Sing and Company, headed by fifty-

seven-year-old Ah Tye.Two other merchants, Li Wo 

(age forty-nine) and Sam Ting (age fifty-two},were 

listed as partners with Shok (age forty-eight) as the 

store clerk. 

Hop Sing and Company buiPt a boarding house 

fortwenty-five Chinese miners, with three addition-

al outhauses.Thr~ce of the boarders were married, 

and the others were single male miners. 

By 1880, La Forte's Chinese miners had dwin-

dled to twenty-seven.This number, however, failed 

to account for the Chinese laborers who had gone 

to work in nearby mining communities; they were 

listed in other counties. For example, in St. Louis, a 

mining community about four mi3es from La Porte, 

50 Chinese were employed to finish a ditch from 

St. Louis to Grass Flat. 
That same year, "Ah lye and Carnpany" paid 

$ ! I ,54Q for 2,30Q feet of mining property at Rat-
tlesnake in Sierra County. Included in the purchase 

was a cabin, a blacksmith shop, a reservoir; sluice 

boxes, and flumes.' This mine probably had another 

sizable Chinese work force,The partners in AhTye's 

firm were two La Porte merchants, Ah Wah and 
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David Beesley 

CHINESE ~~IOMEN &FAMILIES 

a Yow, Ah How, Lu Loi, 

Lonnie Tom, and Fannie Gin 

were Chinese women who 

lived in Nevada County, 

California before 1920. As with most 

Chinese women in America they do 

not have ahistory—if, by this, one 

means historians have not paid them 

much attention. Belonging to the 

first two generarions of Chinese 

in California, they represent an im-

portant transition occurring in this 

overseas Asian community. These 

women, and a small number of other 

Chinese immigrants living in the 

Sierra Nevada, changed from being 

members of an insular, sojourner-

oriented group, into Chinese Ameri-

cans. If their lives can be considered 

as representative, by studying them 

we can broaden our understanding 

of Chinese immigrarion to America, 

and the families that developed from 

these immigrant origins.' 

The number of women of Chinese 

descent in the United States before 

1920 was small, representing less 

than 5% of the Chinese who lived 

in the United States between 1850 

and 1924. Until recently, not much 

has been written about these wom-

en, presumably because of a lack of 

primary source material. But this is 

not true. Information was available, 

but historians seemed to have lacked 

interest in pursuing such research.Z 

In the 1960s, new attention to the 
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study of ethnic groups other than 

just Euro-Americans increased, and 

this interest, coupled with the effects 

of the women's movement in Amer-

ica, has produced a significant body 

of new writing concerning Chinese 

women. In addirion, interest in stud-

ies of local history—spearheaded by 

European and American social his-

torians—has served to focus atten-

tion on the lives of women such as 

those mentioned above.' 

In Nevada County, California, 

manuscript census materials from 

1860, 1870, 1880, 1900, and 1910 pro-

videdata about Chinese women and 

families. In addition, letters, news-

papers, inquests, trial data, pub-

lished and unpublished secondary 

data, and oral interviews also illumi-

nate their lives. 

The censuses show that at least 

400 women of Chinese descent lived 

in Nevada County between 1850 and 

1920. Others went uncounted be-

causecensus takers tended to under-

count when it came to those of Chi-

nese descent. Enumerated or not, 

these women either came to Nevada 

County from China, or were chil-

dren born in the United States to 

Chinese parents.' 

Those who emigrated were part 

Ah Gin, a successful Glen6rook farmer in 
Nevada County, with his family. Courtesy 
the author. 
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of the 8,800 Chinese women esti-
mated to have come to the United 
States by 1880. These women of the 
pioneer generation of Chinese in 
America made up about 5% of the 
total Chinese population in the 

United States. Before 1880, many 

were likely to have been prostitutes. 
After 1880 they increasingly were the 

wives or children of resident Chi-
nese males. Nevada County women 
of Chinese descent fit this descrip-
tion generally, although some cen-
sus evidence for female heads of 

households exists.s 

Economic development of the 

Sierra Nevada provided employ-

ment for Chinese and non-Chinese 

David Beesley received his Ph.D. in 
History from the University of Utah in 
1968. He is a member of the History 
Department, Sierra College, located in 
Rocklin, California. 

alike between the 1850s and 1860s. 

The most important economic activ-

ities included mining, railroad, and 

timber related industries, commer-

cial enterprises, and urban service. 

Most counries in the Sierra Nevada 

suffered a significant loss of their 

Chinese residents with the decline 
of placer mining and the completion 

of the Central Pacific Railroad. 

Mining and railroad building had 

provided the largest number of jobs 

for the Chinese immigrant males. 

But Nevada County, along with 

Calaveras, Mariposa, Placer, Sierra, 

Trinity, and Tuolumne counties, saw 

many Chinese remain because of 

other economic opportunities.b 

In the case of Nevada County, em-

ployment possibilities in the lumber 

and hydraulic mining industries, 

vegetable gardening, and domesric 

or commercial service occupations 

provided an economic base for the 
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development of relatively stable 

"China Towns" in Nevada City, 
Grass Valley, Truckee, Washington, 

and North San Juan. It was in, or 

close by, these urban centers that 

most women of Chinese descent in 

Nevada County lived. Their lives il-

lustrate, at least for the other stable 

Chinese communities of the Sierra 
Nevada, changes in the Chinese 
pioneer generation.' 

he census data from 1860, 
1870, 1880, 1900, and 1910 
list women of Chinese de-

scent in several different 

ways. These include an ambiguous 

designation called "at home;' which 
hom context, that is, several young 

women living together but not listed 
as wives or children, probably meant 

that they were prostitutes. In some 

instances children were given this 
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same designarion, but are clearly 

distinguishable from the likely pros-

Htutes. Only the census for 1870 

listed prostitutes specifically. 

Another category was wife or keep-

ing house.e 
In 1880, the census listed ten 

women from Truckee as railroad 

workers. Because no other women 

are listed from that busy rail and 

lumber center for that year, and the 

women are listed on the same page 

as a number of male railroad work-

ers, it is reasonable to assume that 

the census taker was in error. The 

women probably belong in other 

categories.' 
Because most of the women in 

Nevada County before 1880 were 

likely to have been prostitutes, and 

because some of the first wives came 

from this occupation group, let us 

consider them first. The manuscript 

census tells us something about 

their ages. The oldest of these 

women was fifty, the youngest, four-

teen; their average age was twenty-

four. Some of the prostitutes had 

young children, listed as born in 
California. 'These abstract numbers 

do not tell us very much about the 

lives of these women, but recently 

published studies make it clear that 

their lives were frequently short and 

cruel.i° To give content to their ex-
periences, one has to move beyond 

the census to newspaper accounts, 
trial data, and inquests. 

These sources sho:v that Chinese 

prostitutes in Nevada County faced 

several possibilities in their life-

times. These included kidnapping 

or legally supported abduction, vio-
lent conhontations with "clients;' 

murder, suicide, or abandonment in 

sickness. A sixth, and probably 

more pleasant prospect, was mar-

riage or some other escape from 
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prostitution. The focus here will 

be on the first and last of these 

possibilities." 

he threat of kidnapping or 

legally supported abduc-

tion of women was a com-

mon problem. Brothel op-

erators and pimps, aided by lawyers, 

used illegal and legal methods to 

seize or secure the return of unwill-

ing women, some of whom could 

have been legally married at the rime 

they were abducted. For example, in 

1861, the Nevada (City) Journal re-

ported an attempted abduction of a 

Chinese woman. As it stated, a man 

named Ah Wau had been charged 

with theft by another man called Ah 

Cut. While Ah Wau was in jail, Ah 

Cut abducted a woman named Ah 

Soo who had been purchased earlier 
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by Ah Wau for $400.00. Ah Cut then 
sold the woman for $300.00. Under 
protest at his trial, Ah Wau con-
vinced the authorities that he was 
the victim of a plot.1z 

The court sent for Ah Soo to tes-
tify. But Ah Cut arranged for another 
woman to impersonate her. This 
woman claimed that she had not 
been kidnapped, but instead had 
gone willingly with Ah Cut. Ah 
Wau, fortunately, exposed the im-
personator. After the real Ah Soo 
was brought to court, she tesrified 
that she had been kidnapped by Ah 
Cut. The judge then dismissed 
charges against Ah Wau and married 
him to Ah Soo at their request." 

A similar case that year involved 
the arrest of three Chinese women 
in Nevada City on a charge of grand 
larceny by a Sacramento policeman. 
A newspaper account stated that it 
was "the usual complaint;' implying 
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that the ruse of charging a woman 
with a crime so as to have her held 
until brothel keepers could arrive 
with a lawyer, was commonly em-
ployed. After control was secured, 

the charges were dropped and the 
women were forced back into pros-
titution. The newspaper said, "They 
are probably abducted, as one of the 
women has been living as the wife 
of an industrious Chinaman some 
months, in this city." The paper 
commented on the loud wails and 
lamentations of the women as they 
were taken away." 

In 1873, a similar use of the legal 
system to kidnap a Chinese woman 
led to violence. Ah Quee, of the 
mining town of North San Juan, 
tried to secure control of a Truckee 
woman named Sin Moy. Under Ah 
Quee's prompting, the town con-
stable and a four—man posse entered 
the Chinese section of Truckee to try 
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to arrest her. The residents of this 
Chinese quarter formed together to 
prevent the outsider from accom-
plishing his purpose. A melee en-
sued inwhich about forty shots were 
fired. Ah Quee and several others 
were wounded, but Sin Moy was still 
taken into custody and returned to 
Ah Quee. A similar incident occurred 
in Truckee in 1874, and six Chinese 
were wounded in that struggle. 
Other battles over control of Chinese 
women were reported as common 
in Grass Valley and Nevada City.15

In 1876, a Chinese woman named 
We Lane was kidnapped from North 
San Juan by two men named Ah 
Goon and J.L. Lockwood. They took 
the woman to Yuba County, but 
were compelled to bring her back. 
In the hearing that ensued in Nevada 
City, witnesses included Euro-
Americansand Chinese, men as well 
as women. A prominent political 
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figure and judge from North San 

Juan spoke in her behalf, suggesting 

that the woman was probably not a 

prostitute at the time, but instead 

married to a local man of Chinese 

descent." 

A theme common to these ac-

counts was that Chinese women 

could be treated as property and 

coerced into prosritution. One of the 

women had been kidnapped and 

taken to Marysville. Others were 

falsely charged with theft, which 

could lead to abducrion by men 

using the California legal system. 

Some of these women were probably 

married, but were still threatened by 

such practices. Kidnapping was 

common in areas outside of Nevada 

County, as a study of Chinese pros-

titutes in America shows." 

This same study also claims that 

women who had been prostitutes 

usually were accepted without 

stigma after having left the occupa-

tion.1e This was probably true of the 

women mentioned above, especially 

Ah Soo and We Lane. In their cases, 

the incidents ended happily. Others, 

however, were not so fortunate. 

The use of marriage, coupled with 

arrest, to help secure control of Chi-

nese women was probably em-

ployed in Nevada and surrounding 

counties. This is shown by analysis 

of a series of telegrams found in 

neighboring Sierra County. A regu-

lar retrieval system appears to have 

extended from the state of Nevada 

into the California counties of Sierra, 

Nevada, Yuba, and Placer. Men of 

both Chinese and Euro-American 

descent from Downieville, Nevada 

City, and Marysville regularly cor-

responded by telegraph to speed 

up the process of securing control 

of women.19

Three telegrams concerning one 
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incident in particular illustrate this 

point. In 1874, a wire was sent from 

Marysville to Downieville between 

Fook Sing and Tie Yuen stating: "I 

saw the woman but have not ar-

rested her. Send marriage certifi-

cate."The return from Tie Yuen says: 

"Will send the certificate next stage." 

A month and a half later Tie Yuen 

sent a telegram from Downieville to 

Nevada City to Fook Sing and an E. 

Berry asking: "Is the woman in jail 

or not. If she is I will send money. 

Answer quick."Z°

arriage apparently pro-

vided an escape from 

prostiturion for many 

Chinese women in Ne-

vada County. This marked the be-

ginning of the trend away from that 

occupation as the dominant pattern 
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for women of Chinese descent. In-

formation drawn from oral inter-

views from the Chinese community 

in Grass Valley, newspaper ac-

counts, and county marriage certifi-

cates seem to confirm this. The 

manuscript census data for 1860, 

1870, and 1880 list a small number 

of women who were either living 

with men, were wives, or were 

daughters of women of Chinese 

descent.Z' 

Twenty-seven marriage certifi-

cates involving Chinese men and 

women, primarily from Nevada 

City, Grass Valley, Truckee, and 

North San Juan, exist for the time 

from 1850 to the 1880s. The average 

age of the women listed on these 

certificates was twenty-two. For the 

males it was thirty-one. All were na-

tives ofChina. Some of these women 

may have been prostitutes, and a 

few of these marriages could have 
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been for the purpose of securing 

their control. Several newspaper ac-

counts of marriages of Chinese 

couples, such as a woman named 

Ah How, and a hotel cook named 

Ah Sam, show that many of the mar-

riages were clearly legitimate.2Z 

Some of the more successful vege-

table farmers, store keepers, regu-

larly employed laborers, service 

workers, gamblers, or physicians 

purchased women or married those 

who had successfully escaped 

brothels or the control of criminal 

tongs. Some of these men may have 

been already married, but had left 

their first wives behind in China. 

Some, having acquired enough 

money, returned to China, but not 

before, reportedly, selling the wives 

they had married in California. If for 

some reason return to China became 

impossible, men, who were already 

married, stayed with their wives ac-
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quired in America either as childless 

couples or raised a second family. 

There are also stories of men from 

Grass Valley, who could qualify to 

visit China and return to the United 

States under the restricrions of the 

1882 immigration law, who brought 

back women for other men whom 

they swore were their wives.23

The earliest census data for 

Nevada County shows that wives or 

women keeping house were in-

cluded in the Chinese population, 

even if prosritutes predominated. By 

1900, prostitutes had disappeared, 

and wives and California-born 

daughters were the only women 

listed. The women listed in the cen-

sus years from 1860 to 1900, who 

were not prostitutes, were listed as 

living with gamblers, physicians, 
washmen, and merchants.Z° 

Nine women in the 1870 census, 

including one prostitute, had chil-



dren. All of these children were Cali-

fornia born. Most of these had been 

given Chinese names, with the ex-

cepHon of one child of a married 

woman living with a Truckee gam-

bler. Their male child was called Col-

fax and had been born in California. 

It would seem that he had been 

named either for President U.S. 

Grant's vice president, Schuyler Col-

fax, or for a town named after him 

that lay on the railroad line connect-

ing with Truckee.Zs 

In 1880, forty-one women were 

clearly designated as wives, keeping 

house, or daughters in the census. 

Their average age, excluding 

daughters, was twenty-nine, mak-

ing them slightly older than those 

listed earlier as prostitutes. There 

were rune female children, all but 

one being California born. The 

women listed as wives or at home 

were associated with men whose oc-

cupations included merchant or 

grocer, laundryman, carpenter, 

farmer or gardener, miner, doctor, 

woodchopper, and banker. Obvi-

ously, not just merchants had wives 

or women living with them. Any oc-

cupation which provided a regular 

income made it possible to establish 

a relationship in the United States 

with a Chinese-born woman or 

marry aCalifornia-born daughter of 

another Chinese man.26

he census of 1900 revealed 

a fundamental change in 

the Chinese community in 

Nevada County. Because 

of the exclusion acts passed since 

1882, the total number of Chinese 

was drastically reduced. The anti-

Chinese movement in the eastern 

end of the county at Truckee had 
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driven all Chinese from that area. 

Similar actions in the western part 

had failed, however, and hydraulic 

and other mining continued to pro-

videemployment for miners, and in-

come for merchants and service 

workers. But still, the drop in num-

bers of those of Chinese descent was 

significant.Z' 

This reduction was not as readily 

apparent in the ranks of women of 

Chinese descent, however. They re-

mained at about 4% of the popula-

tion. The number of wives was four-

teen. Their average age was thirty-

six, making them much older than 

those who had preceded them. They 

were listed as having fifteen chil-

dren, all but one born in California. 

The women reflected the reduced 

economic opportunities of the area 

and times following exclusion, since 

their husbands were miners (prob-

ably employers of other Chinese), 
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merchants, physicians, or farmers.Ze 

This census shows that families 
had become the reality for the more 

fortunate of those of Chinese de-

scent in Nevada County. This same 

data, so ideally suited for quanti-

tative analysis, also lends itself to 

looking at individuals. In one case, 

it shows that a daughter of a sixty-

three-year-old physician kept house 

for her father and a 13-year-old 

brother. Both of these children were 

born in California. In another, it tells 

of a woman named Mary Yew, aged 

thirty-five, who was married to a 

farmer. They had nine children, four 

girls and five boys, ranging from age 

nineteen to age one. Two boys of 

nine and thirteen were said to be at 

school. All of the children had first 

names that were Euro-American and 

not Chinese.29

In the 1910 census the average age 

of women had increased to forty-
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one. There were more children listed 

in that year, and all had been born 

in California. These ranged from the 

age of twenty—five down to one. Of 

the fifteen wives listed, eight did not 

have children. Three of these were 

beyond child-bearing age, however. 

Mary Yew was still listed, but now 

as head of household. She raised 

vegetables with her children on a 

farm south of Grass Valley. The occu-

pation category of the husbands of 

the other women were merchant, 

miner, teamster, farmer, laundry-

man, and cook.Z' 

From 1910 to 1920, census data, 

oral interviews, newspapers, and 

published secondary sources avail-

able on the Chinese of Nevada 

County, illustrate the changing na-

ture of this small Chinese commu-

nity. Four areas—Nevada City, 

Grass Valley, Washington, and You 

Bet—provided an economic base for 
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its survival. Instead of a community 

consisting primarily of bachelor 

males and a few prostitutes, as it had 
been from 1850 to 1880, family life 

was a fact in fifteen cases." 
Seven of the families had children, 

some of whom were attending or 

would soon attend public schools. 
A few of these were taking some 

kind of Chinese language instruc-

tionprivately inthe larger communi-

ties. While many of the males head-
ing households had been born in 

China, most of the women with chil-

dren had been born in California. In 
one case, a teamster and his wife, 

both born in California, had three 

sons who were also California born. 

This made for two generations 
whose direct contact with Chinese 
culture was limited.'Z 

Four accounts of Chinese families 

illustrate the transition that occurred 
between 1880 and 1920 as descen-



dants of the Chinese—born moved 

towards becoming American citi-

zens. The process was uneven, old 

ways conflicting with new, as in all 

immigrant communities. In 1883, Hi 

Loy of North San Juan and his wife 

were charged with cruelty by a 

Nevada County court. They had 

tried to bind the feet of their daugh-

ter so as to make her more desirable 

for marriage. As a report in the Grass 

Valley Daily Union said: "It is stated 
that Miss Hi Loy is soon to be wed-

ded to a Marysville Chinaman and 

the latter has agreed to pay the fond 

parents $600 as a sort of salve to heal 

the wound inflicted on their feelings 

by giving up their daughter. They 

were squeezing her feet down to a 

small size so she would make a tony 

appearance on her wedding day." 

The father was let off from the 

charge, but the mother was fined for 

her part in the binding." 

In another case, a hydraulic miner 

and a merchant named Suey Chung 

or Fong Lee arranged for marriage 

in a traditional manner using indivi-

duals acting as go-betweens with a 
family from Marysville. He brought 

his wife Lonnie Tom back to live with 

him in the town of Washington. 

Over the next few years they had 

several children together, who were 

all educated in the local public 

school. Suey Chung not only tried 

to fit into the community, giving his 

children American names, but also 

tried to preserve elements of their 

Chinese heritage. Despairing of his 

ability to properly raise his oldest 

son in the Chinese language, he ar-

ranged to send the boy to China. In 

a tragic incident there, the boy lost 

his life.34

In another case, Kan Tin Loy who 

had been a miner, farmer, and 

grocer, raised a family in Grass Val-

SEPTEMBER 1988 

This content downloaded from 
67.115.155.19 on Fri, 30 Sep 2022 01:10:4] UTC 

All use subject to hops://about.jstor,org/terms 

'l~~to,~rayhs z~f tFn~ Netx~da County Chr-
~~~e, Wnrtg 5i~ ~y floever} utid A!r f`i (upper) 
~r purpnscs of ucurirrg re-entry to the 
Inited Stntes, n regirire+rreat after tfae 
~ss~~gc of fJ+e Chr'new, Exctusion Act. 
:ourtesy the author. 

~~~r~q C,triri~se rna~r, resident of Nevada 
'ity. Ct~urtEfiy NCH~S. 

ley. Tin Loy acted at times as an in-

terpreter for the Nevada County 

Court. As with Suey Chung he tried 

to maintain a tie to Chinese culture, 

while at the same rime trying to fit 

in with the American society around 

him. His daughter, on the other 

hand, seems to have had other 

plans. In a report concerning the 

girl, the Nevada City Daily Transcript 

stated: 

Miss Lily Tin Loy, a native American 

young lady (born of Chinese parents) and 

a member of the Grass Valley school, has 

gone to San Francisco and purchased a 

dine horse and buggy with which she in-

tends to amuse herself and her numerous 
Caucasian playmates. She and her 

mother propose to drive the rig all the 

way home. Some time since while on a 

visit to China, Lily showed her American 

spunk 6y bucking against Chinese cus-

toms (foot pressing included.) (sic] Her 

177 



_ _CATA60RIES OF CHINESE fEYiALE51N NEVADA COUNTY 6Y CENSVS YEAR 

<061A wMSJ~ l f ow.~°° _. rrnw ttM ~ftMWt4f~ M[ +anowa 

...: 54 ~ 1 S5 .027 

.,„ F~,~; 105 13 2 j 124 .Q48 

»TM~ 69 32 9 10 i 1(7 ' .038 ~.~~ 

~~+~~. CENSUS INFORMATION OESTROYEQ IN FIRE 

'~+ 14 5 ~ 19 .034 

,,,,;°dam 15 16 ~ 31 .118 

father is an ordinary Chinaman who has 
saved up some money here." 

The Tin Loy family by the second 
generation had clearly committed it-
self to assimilarion. In 1913, for exam-
ple, John, the son of Kan Tin Loy, 
announced that from that time for-

ward, those of Chinese descent in 
Grass Valley would celebrate the 
New Year on January first along with 
the surrounding Euro-American 
community.' 

Concern over citizenship by an-
other family was demonstrated by a 
Chinese American couple from Nev-
ada City. They hired a lawyer from 
there to help them establish the 
United States citizenship of their thir-
teen-year-old son Lee Gum Sing. The 
father, Lee Chung Tai, and his wife, 
Chun See, provided a birth certifi-
cateand asworn deposition to prove 
his birth in Nevada City in 1907. The 
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legal deposition included a photo-
graph of a thirteen-year-old boy 
dressed in western style clothing." 

nlike many other com-

muniries in California, 

Nevada City, Grass Val-

ley, Washington, and 
North San Juan gave opportunities 
for the children of families of Chi-

nese descent to attend public school 

alongside those descended from 

Euro-Americans. In newspaper ac-
counts in which mention of them 
appears, three children of Chinese 

descent were listed by the school 
marshall as attending school in 

Nevada City in 1865, five in 1870 
were listed in Nevada City, and five 
in Grass Valley in 1871. There are 

also oral accounts of children of a 
Chinese-born grocer attending pub-
lic school in North San Juan before 
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1920. Suey Chung's children, as pre-
viously mentioned, attended public 
school in Washington. 

While anti-Chinese statements are 
remembered by some students of 
Chinese descent or mentioned in 
published sources, many positive 
accounts also exist. The open nature 
of the high school at Grass Valley 
even drew back former residents of 
the Chinese community such as 
Ping and On Lee, whose parents had 
moved to Locke." 

Between 1910 and the 1930s, the 
Chinese-American community in 
Nevada County shared in the re-
duced economic conditions which 
resulted from the declining fortunes 
of the major mining towns. Rigid en-
forcement of laws to control hy-
draulic mining, utilization of labor 
saving machinery which brought a 
reduction in the need for mining and 
other labor, and a depressed mining 



economy in general had negative ef-

fects onall inhabitants of this area.'° 

A few Chinese-American families 

and a small number of aged bache-

lors continued to live in Nevada City, 

in or near Grass Valley, or in Wash-

ington. In the town of Washington 

the former hydraulic miner and mer-

chant Suey Chung or Fong Lee left 

for Vallejo when hydraulic mining 

became impossible. Some families, 

such as the Kans, left the region for 

the Bay Area to improve their eco-

nomic fortunes. In Grass Valley the 

residents of "China Street;' which 

included a small number of families 

as well as bachelors, were forced to 

move when their neighborhood was 

razed to make room for a parking 

lot and Greyhound Bus station. Most 

of these families bought houses and 

continued to live in the area for sev-

eral years. Some members of these 

families eventually moved to San 

Francisco or Sacramento, but others 

remained in the area."' 

evada County is one of 

several California count-

ies included in the Sierra 

Nevada which has seen 

a long term pattern for residence for 

those of Chinese descent. They were 

first drawn to the area by placer gold 

mining. The continued economic 

opportunity which came with rail-

road construction, the timber indus-

try, and hydraulic, and quartz min-

ing gave an opportunity for many 

Chinese to remain there. In the time 

from 1850 to 1920, the nature of this 

immigrant community changed. At 

first, it was sojourner-oriented, pre-

dominantly male, with most of the 

few women engaged in prostitution 

to serve this bachelor society. By the 

1920s and 1930s, although some sin-
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gle men remained, stranded because 

of the exclusion laws and poverty, a 

small narive-born community of fam-

ilies ofChinese descent had grown. 

This makes the Nevada County, 

California experience important, be-

cause it sheds light on the pioneer 

Chinese-American community in 

America. These people of Chinese 

descent built families against tre-

mendous odds. They survived in an 

ephemeral mining economy, adapt-

ing to changes in sources and tech-

niques. They carved out economic 

niches, such as farming, and pro-

vided needed services. They were 

hurt by organized anri-Chinese ac-

tionsmounted atthe local, state, and 

national level, but a few managed to 

hold on and eventually achieve com-

munity acceptance. Theirs is an im-

portantpart ofthe story of American 

immigrant origins. Hs 

See notes beginning on page 206. 
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RESOLUTION No. ~s 

OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF NEVADA 

RESOLUTION DESIGNATING WASHINGTON'S CHINESE 
COMMUNITY SITE, LOCATED AT 15382 WASHINGTON ROAD, 
WASHINGTON,. CALIFORNIA (APN 064-060-035-000) AS NEVADA 
COUNTY HISTORICAL LANDMARK NEV 22-04 

WHEREAS, the Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission (NCHLC) was 
established in 1969 to promote the general welfare of Nevada County and its citizens through 
official recognition, recording, marking, preserving, and promoting the historical resources of 
Nevada County; and 

WHEREAS, the NCHLC has since sustained an active program of cataloging and 
recommending for designation historical sites and structures throughout Nevada County; and 

WHEREAS, the NCHLC purpose includes cataloging and recommending for designation 
historical resources that may include any object, building, structure, site, area, place, record, or 
manuscript which is historically or archaeologically significant, or is significant in the 
architectural, engineering, scientific, economic, agricultural, educational, social, political, 
military, or cultural annals of Nevada County and/or California; and 

WHEREAS, the NCHLC accepts applications, processes and verifies applications for 
proposed historical landmark designation and recommends said landmark designations for 
approval by the Nevada County Board of Supervisors; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors supports the promotion of the public health, safety, 
and general welfare by providing for the identification, protection, enhancement, perpetuation, 
and use of improvements, buildings, structures, signs, objects, features, sites, places, districts, and 
areas within the County that reflect special elements of the County's architectural, artistic, 
cultural, engineering, aesthetic, historical, political, social, and other heritage, by allowing their 
registration as Nevada County Historical Landmarks for the following reasons: 

1. Safeguarding Nevada County's heritage as embodied and reflected in the 
Washington's Chinese Community Site, located at 15382 Washington Road, 
Washington, California 95986 representing its influence on Nevada County's 
cultural and social history; and ' 

2. Encouraging public knowledge, understanding, and appreciation of Nevada 
County's history as reflected in its heritage; and 

3. Fostering civic and neighborhood pride and a sense of identity based upon the 
recognition and use of cultural resources; and 

4. Preserving diverse and harmonious architectural styles and design innovations; 
and 

5. Enhancing property values to increase economic and financial benefits to 
Nevada County and its inhabitants by preserving and promoting historical 
buildings; and 



c~. .YroYecting and enhancing I~ievada County's attraction to tourists anJ vi~iro.rs, 
thereby stimulating business and industry; and 

7. Identifying as early as possible and resolving conflicts between the 
preservation of cultural resources and alternative land uses in a section of. 
Nevada County that may see future population growth. 

WHF,REAS, NCHLC received an application from Professor Gordon Chang from Stanford 
University on September 29, 2022 requesting Washington's Chinese Community Site, located at 
15382 Washington Road, Washington, California 95986 be designated as a Nevada County 
Historical Landmark; and 

WHEREAS, the September 29 application from Gordon Chang included the approval of 
the property owner Gary Banks; and 

WHEREAS, at its October 21, 2022 meeting, the NCHLC verified and unanimously 
approved the Application and now recommends that the Board of Supervisors designate the 
Property as a Nevada County Historical Landmark. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that the Board of Supervisors of the 
County of Nevada hereby accepts the NCHLC's recommendation and designates Washington's 
Chinese Community Site, located at 15382 Washington Road, Washington, California 95986 
(APN 064-060-035-000) as Nevada County Historical Landmark NEV 22-04. 

BE 1T FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the Board is hereby directed to record a 
certified copy of this Resolution with the Office of the Nevada County Clerk-Recorder within ten 
(10) days after the adoption hereof. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Nevada at a regular meeting of 

said Board, held on the 13th day of December, 2022, by the following vote of said Board: 

Ayes: Supervisors Heidi Hall, Edward Scofield, Dan Miller, Susan 

K. Hoek and Hardy Bullock. 

Noes: None. 

Absent: None. 

Abstain: None. 

ATTEST: 

JULIE PATTERSC~N HUNTER 

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

~~'v~G~ _ I — c / 

e foregoing-i Chair 

~z~~3~zozz cc: Recorder (1) ropy of the original on file in this office. 

NCHLC` CJ (,C~.M b is ~~_Z.OZ-2-

A~'~'~~'~: 2.2- Co2~ 
Julee ~?~t~~~-sa~n hunter, Clerk of the Board 

County of Nevada 
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