From: Tom Martin

To: Clerk of Board
Subject: Rise Grass Valley Petition for Vested Rights .
Date: Monday, December 4, 2023 1:59:33 PM Not currently a County resident

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

Honorable Board Members,

I am no longer a resident of Nevada County but may be able to offer a unique perspective
regarding this matter. I served as the County Surveyor for Nevada County and in that role
assisted the Planning Department and the County Counsel's office in investigating vested
rights issues. My training and consistent application of this concept was that the rights were
vested only if the activity was continuous and open. By "continuous" I mean ongoing to the
present time, and by "open" I mean observable to the public. The rights being sought by the
petitioner meet neither of these standards as I'm sure you will hear in public testimony and by
your own observations.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this matter.

Thomas Martin

Get Qutlook for i0OS



Dist 1 RECEIVED

DECLARATION OF CHARLES W. BROCK
NEVADA COUNTY

INING DEPARTMENT
I, Charles W. Brock, declare as follows: PLANNING DEPARTMENT

1. lam over 18 years of age and have personal knowledge of the facts
contained in this declaration which is true, correct and complete. If called
upon to testify | could and would testify as to the truth of the facts stated
herein.

2. | have been a licensed Realtor in California since 1968, and obtained my
Brokers License in 1981. (Lic. # 00328328)

3. In 1980 | was introduced to the heirs of the Estate of Marian Ghidotti, by
their attorney Richard Hawkins. The three executors of this estate were
Erica Erikson, Mary Bouma and William Toms (aka. “the BET Group”).

4. In 1981 | represented the Estate of Marian Ghidotti in the sale of 14 parcels
which comprised what was referred to as “The Ghidotti Ranch”, in Penn
Valley, CA.

5. Throughout the mid 1980’s | remained in contact with the BET Group and
worked on planning to sell their holdings known as the former Idaho
Maryland Mine. At no time during my representation of the BET group did
they ever consider reopening or operating any mining activity. They were
well aware of the toxic contamination on site and had limited resources to
deal with soils contamination, let alone reopening and operating a gold
mine. This viewpoint was clearly communicated to me by each of the three
executors. In 1986 the decision was taken to subdivide acreage at the Old
Brunswick Mine in order to raise funds to address toxics soils, so that the
balance of their holdings might be better prepared for sale. In January of
1987 local surveyor Al Beeson was engaged by the BET Group and recorded
County Final Map #85-7 (BET Acres), subdividing 5 residential lots on the
site of the Old Brunswick Mine. This same map delineated contiguous
remaining lands which are now owned by Rise Gold and are commonly
known as the “Brunswick Industrial Site”, located at the intersection of East
Bennett Rd. and Brunswick Rd. Between January 4, 1987 and August 23,
1987 | represented the BET Group, closing escrows on each of these 5
parcels. Proceeds from these sales were later used to pay taxes and begin






Dist 3 RECEIVED
12/05/2023 Good morning. My name is John Vaughan. I live in District 3. DEC 0 5 2023

First, I know we’re not done, but I want to say thank you to the Planning Dept mﬁg"g‘;’ glﬁ%xgms

County Counsel who, despite pressure from both sides, maintained their independence
and focused on the facts. That behavior does not happen in a vacuum. It takes
professionals doing the work, along with leadership from managers, Directors, the CEO
and this Board. So, Thank You.

Moving along, I assume no one is surprised by the reactions from Rise Gold and their
new CEQO, Joe Mullin.

It takes a pretty big ego to start your first communication to this Board with threats of
lawsuits and whining about how you’ve been mistreated. Yet, it’s typical of what we’ve
seen from the beginning, a complete lack of understanding of the community and the
environment Rise claims to care so much about.

The Rise vested rights claim is based on flawed assumptions and indefensible assertions,
including large holes in the logic of their legal arguments. We will critique some of those
issues further at the hearing next week.

One that stands out is the noise about “taking” their property rights. Rise Gold is a
self-declared “junior” mining company. In California, 85% of junior mining companies
fail (source: Google AT). The Rise Board and investors are speculators, they have known the
risks from the beginning. Their own SEC filings are filled with detailed descriptions of
risk including the high likelihood that investors will never see a return.

It’s no one’s fault but their own that they have spent lots of money. It is not Nevada
County’s responsibility to make them whole.

But they have to threaten a lawsuit because it appears that’s who they are. Basically, it’s
‘do what we say or we will sue you into oblivion.” That behavior is unlikely to stop, even
if you approve vested rights or the use permit.

Rise appears to have produced false representations of the project, the applicable laws,
the County’s handling of the project, and the issues involved. Their story may play well
with some investors, but for people in the community with boots on the ground, we all
know this fairy tale doesn’t hold up to scrutiny.

[ respectfully request that you Just Say NO to all elements of the Rise project.

Thank you.

John Vaughan, I



Dist 3 RECEIVED
DEC 05 2023
Nevada County Supervisors NEVADA
Eric Rood Administrative Center BOARD OF S SF%gt‘/ITgons

950 Maidu Avenue
Nevada City, CA 95959

December 5, 2023

Good morning. My name is Greg Thrush and | live in District 3. | am
speaking on behalf of CEA Foundation.

Today, I'd like to share just a few of the excellent comments community
members added when they signed the letter Christy just read to you.

Barbara Raymond had this to say: “We have owned property in Cedar Ridge
for 48 years -- we have zero confusion about whether there has been mining
at Idaho Maryland during that time. In fact, there was not only not a mine,
there was an active lumber mill. This claim is so preposterous as to be
intentionally fraudulent and | can't help but wonder if the County and the
taxpayers are owed money by Rise for specious, time wasting, expensive
actions. What a waste of resources. Obviously, as our elected officials, you'll
need to reject and end this process at this point. Thank you for serving
Western Nevada County.”

Liese Greensfelder from Nevada City didn’t mince words when she said: “As a
47-year resident of Nevada County who has been deeply involved with local
mining issues since 1977 when Placer Service Corporation applied for an
open-pit mine permit on the San Juan Ridge, | am astonished by the audacity
of Rise Gold's dishonest attempt to claim a vested right to re-open the Idaho
Maryland Mine. I'm grateful to County staff's clear-eyed rebuttal to that claim,
and furious with the applicant's tactics that have cost this county and its
residents untold time and expense over the past several years. | ask that you
as a Board consider taking legal action against the applicant for tendering
such a specious claim, which has required our county to expend even more
time and money on refuting.”

Others, like Nora Nausbaum from Grass Valley kept it short and sweet,
saying: “We all need resolution and a stop to this particular nasty greediness.”

And finally, a personal favorite came from Peter Burnes in Grass Valley who
simply said: “Know that your community stands with you in making the right
decision.”
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DEC 05 2023

NEVADA COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

December 5, 2023

Good morning. My name is Christy Hubbard and | live in District 3. 'ma
volunteer with CEA Foundation and one of the organizers of the MineWatch
campaign.

For next week’s public hearing about the mine, you've asked the community
to restrict their comments to the vested rights petition itself and we respect
that. We've even tried to amplify your message through our own
communications, encouraging people to save more general comments for the
next hearing. That means you might see a few less speakers next week, but |
want to assure you, opposition to the mine remains very strong.

Today, I'm here to present a group letter signed by over 1,100 community
members that serves as an example. Here is that letter.

Dear Nevada County Supervisors,
Let’s finish this!

Rise Gold seems committed to using every imaginable manipulation to have
their way with the Idaho-Maryland Mine. Don’t let them get away with it!

As soon as their outrageous petition for vested rights has been exposed for
the farce that it is, please move quickly to schedule your final vote on the
project so we can all embrace what we've so painfully learned in the past 3
years. Mining has no place in this County’s residential communities. The risks
just aren’t worth it.

Consider that:
. Last May, our planning commissioners unanimously recommended
rejection of this project and its EIR.
« In June, Rise submifted a meritless complaint letter designed to
threaten and intimidate the County.
« Rise’s early September petition for vested rights is little more than a
desperate attempt fo side-step the County’s potential rejection. Their
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District #2 Mark Lloyd

District #2 murli monroe
District #2 Lyn Coring
District #2 Kara Sandgren

District #2 Beverly Martling

MineWatch “Let's Finish This" Letter

Grass Valley

Grass Valley

Auburn

Grass Valley

Grass Valley

My family lives about 8-miles from the Idaho-Maryland Road and I’'m very concerned about the
following issues with Rise Gold implementing the mine. Concerns include the following:

- Traffic: With the proposed 12-hours per day / 7-days a week of earth moving trucks utilizing
Idaho-Maryland Road, the traffic in our small town would be terrible.

- Noise: The proposed mine warking a 12-hour daily shift would reach in excess of 100 decibels
of noise for the site and for our community. Per OSHA’s Occupational Noise Exposure Standard
1910.95(1) and 1910.95(2) states the following: The Permissible Noise Exposure for
occupational noise for a Duration Per Day of 8-Hours is 90 decibels. | would be curious what the
Noise Level would produce from this mine for our community working a 12-hour day at 100+
decibels(?).

- Water: It has already been noted that the “treated water” from the mine will affect our
underground wells as well as our neighboring streams and rivers. This affects homeowners and
wildlife habitat. | personally would not want to drink this water, much less our wildlife.

- Pollution: | can’t imagine the pollution this mine and it’s resources would produce for our
small community.

Please consider these issues and more as our elected officials review Rise Gold’s proposal, once
again. | am casting a strong NO VOTE to Rise Gold building the mine.

My husband and | live along beautiful South Wolf Creek. | understand the mine waste water will
directly impact our property, livelihood, and may cause potential health effects. How will this
affect our well water? Our children? Our health? Our pets? Our property values?

We do not want this mine literally in our backyard. The potential to have our lives and futures
turned upside down so a big corporation can make a buck isn’t worth sacrificing our community.

My thoughts and feelings remain unchanged on the viability of reopening a mining endeavor in
our community, and the credibility of the Rise Gold management team. This type of industry in
the midst of our community with its environmental risks and negative impact on quality of life
does not fit in with the growth and development of our thriving semi-rural urban
entrepreneurial community that has emerged over the years since active mining ceased at the
Idaho-Maryland Mine in the 1950's.

No minell

Our county is known for its rural beauty, theatrical, and arts friendly atmosphere.

Please do not allow Rise to turn our beautiful county into an industrial mining area.

Who would want to shop on Miil Street then?

Think of the traffic problems alone. We see this with the temporary closure of Hwy. 20. This
mine would be a disaster for the quality of our air, water and roadways. The guilty verdict in
Canada speaks volumes. Please don't allow that to happen here.

NO to reopening the Idaho Maryland mine!

Signers Additional Comments Page 34 of 66
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District #3 Ray Baldock Grass Valley
District #3 Lynn Barakos Grass Valley.
District #3 Elizabeth Barron Grass Valley
District #3 Marika Beck Grass Valley
District #3  Gail  Begany Grass Valley
L —

District #3 Sky Behimer Grass Valley
“_u_m:.un.ﬁ ww-i h Cm..qoq.:n.m Behlmer Grass Valley
| District #3 TOM BEHLMER Grass Valley
District #3 Matty Behr Grass Valley
District #3 Catherine Benetatos Grass Valley
District #3 Linda Benson Grass Valley
District #3 Margaret Berliner Grass Valley

Powers
District #3 Dan Berry Grass valley
District #3 Andrea  Berry Grass Valley
District #3 Linda Bertolino- Grass Valley
Kain
District #2 Donald Blake Grass Valley

District #3 Ingrid Block

District #3 Charlotte Bolinger Grass Valley
District #3 Libby Bonomolo Grass Valley
District #3 linda boswall Grass Valley
District #3 Donna Bowman Grass valley
District #3 Tod Bowman Grass Valley
District #3 Fiona Brock Grass Valley
District #3 Toby Brack Grass Valley

District #3 Natalie Browning Grass Valley

District #3 Stephanie Brugger Grass Valley

District #3 Martha  Burdick Grass Valley
Mohr
{District #3 Roz Burgan Grass Valley
trict #3 Janah Campbell GRASS

VALLEY

District #3 Sandra Carrion Srass Valley

istrict #3 Casey Chapman 3rass Valley

iDistrict #3 Anna Chappell Srassvalley

JoAnn#3 Chatlien SRASS

‘JALLEY

MineWatch “Let's Finish This" Letter

grass valley

Signers Additional Comments

Page 52 of 66






District #3

District #3
District #3

District #3
District #3

District #3

District #3

District #3
District #3

District #3

District #3
District #3
District #3

District #3
District #3
District #3
District #3

District #3

District #

District #3
District #3
District #3
District #3

District #3

District #3

District #3
District #3

District #3

District #3
District #3
District #3
District #3
District #3
District #3
District #3
District #3

Mellssa

Kathleen

Tom

Dana
LISA

DONALD

Teresa

Gardenia
Kathryn

Elizabeth
George

Leslle

Dorothy
Kristen
Hannah
Richard

Nancy
Gina

Cody
Heather
Jenny
Eileen

Nancy
Nicki

Rosemary
Joyce
Mariah

lames
Jan
Robert
Christy
William
Susan
Lore
Nancy

Fowlkes

Fraga
Frantz

Frasz

FREDERIKSE
N
gagliasso

Gallagher

Gaman

Gardener
Gereig

Gernes
Geros

Goetzke

Goodnow
Gorski
Greenpine
Groff

Groff
Groom

Grout
Haddock
Hale

Hale
Hamilton
Hansen-Dix

k

Hoffman
Howard

Howard
Howard
Hubbard
Hubbard
Huddleston
lversen
James

Jeffery

MineWatch "Let's Finish This" Letter

Grass Valley

Grass Valley
Grass Valley

Grass Valley

GRASS
VALLEY
GRASS
VALLEY
Grass Valley

Grass Valley
Grass Valley

Grass Valley

Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley

Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley

Grass Valley
Grass Valley

Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass valley

Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley

Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley

Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass valley
Srass Valley
Grass Valley

Srass Valley

Signers Additional Comments

Page 54 of 66






District #3

District #3

District #3

District #3
District #3

District #3
District #3

District #3

District #3
District #3

District #3

District #3

District #3
District #3

District #3
District #3
District #3
District #3

District #3

District #3

District #3

District #3

District #3
District #3
|District #3
District #3
District #3

District #3

District #3
District #3

District #3
District #3

James
Alexis
Karen

Dorla

terri

Maureen
Bob

NANCY

Carole
Martha

M Rynda
Kathy

Victoria

Alison

Tara
Aurora
Alex
Megan

Salem
Ljubica
Jason

Kulialkanu
u
gary

Karen
Natina

Michelle

Karie
Carole

shirley

Teresa

Pattie

Evan

McMaste

McSween

Meisenhe]
er
Menmuir

Michel

MORRIS

Morrison

Naythons

Norsell
Ogburn

Oliver

Osborn

Osboumn
Packard
Palm

Perez-

Carpente!
Peterson

Petrasic

Petrovffs|

Petzoldt

pierazzi
Pirk

Pistone

Plante

Ploeger
Porashin

Porter

Poston

Prentice

Ramos

MineWatch "Let's Finish This" Letter

Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley

Grass Valley
Grass Valley

Grass Valley

Grass Valley
Grass valley

Grass Valley
Grass Valley

Grass Valley
Grass Valley

Grass Valley
Grass Valley

Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley

Grass Valley
Grass Vailey
Grass Valley
Grass Valley

grass valley

Grass Valley
Grass Valley

Grass Valley

Grass Valley
Grass Valley

Grass Valley
Grass Valley

Grass Valley

Srass Valley

Signers Additional Comments

Page 56 of 66


















District #4

District #4

District #4

District #4

District #4

District #4

District #4

District #4

District 44

District #4

District #4

District #4

District #4

District #4

Matthew Stibbe

Anna Reynolds

Duncan Linthicum

Maggie Crane

Christie  Brockett

Shannon Boling

Anita Lincoln
Pearson

Laura Violette

David Kimmel

Kathleen Kerrigan

Amy Umpleby

Marianne Sippel

Jennifer  Long

Shelly Erdei

MineWatch “Let's Finish This" Letter

Penn Valley

Nevada City

Rough and
Ready

Penn Valley

Penn Valley
Rough and
Ready
Penn Valley
Rough and

Ready

Penn Valley
Smartsville

Nevada City

Nevada City

Nevada City

>enn Valley

It makes zero sense to backtrack and allow larger scale mining back into this area after all of the
environmental damage it created the first time. Not to mention the utter lack of respect for the
environment and environmental agreements in past Rise Gold ventures. As a company they
have shown their word and even signatures on documents cannot be trusted if it impedes their
mining in the least bit. They and all future large scale mines should be shut out of the district as
times have changed and even their minor supposed economic benefits of the mine are minimal
at best and pale in comparison to the damage they will inevitably incur to the entire area.

It seems incredible to me that Rise Gold has gotten so far with its untenable, damaging, and
arrogant project. Nevada County surely is smarter, and more aware of current reality, than to
allow a re-up of the tremendous damage that began almost 175 years ago! Those with
appropriate authority have an obligation to end this odious project and others like it that might
show up. We need to be better going forward.

it would be a huge step backwards for this community to become a mining town again. The
price to pay is way to high.

Let's not put finances for a few ahead of quality of life for a whiole community!

Opening this mine would be a detriment to our entire community! Please don’t fall for Rise
Golds lies!!
Our children and our community depend on you to reject their ridiculous vested rights petition!

Please protect our community, the environment and our water. This land is irreplaceable, the
damage is permanent.

Please reject Rise Gold pursuit of any part of the Idaho Maryland Mine. It is clear they lack
integrity and their only goal is to destroy our beautiful community we call home. Your job is to
protect us all from this clearly insane and dangerous proposed project that would leave our
area devastated and disrupted forever.

Please stop this ill advised project that will harm the community.

Thank you for protecting the health and safety of ALL Nevada County residents.

The excessive groundwater use and pollution that would be caused by reopening this mine are
reason enough not to allow it. People who rely on groundwater near and downstream from the
mine could effectively lose their homes, if their wells are polluted. Rise Gold has a history of
mismanagement of projects and can't be trusted. Get them out of here before they ruin our
town!

The people have spoken. It's a NO! Mining is a negative forever in our backyards. Read our
history.

There are no convincing arguments to support mining activity close to homes and our local
business communities. As a resident of Nevada City for over 50 years and a retired county
employee | count on a clear NO to Rise Gold.

This county has been mined and is still dealing with the ramifications of mining for almost a
hundred years now! We citizens deserve better than opening this can of worms again!
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