Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission
P.0. Box 1014

Nevada County, California 95959 RECEIVED
SEP 26 2016
Nevada County Board of Supervisors NEVADA COUNTY
950 Maidu Avenue BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Nevada City, Ca, 95959
September 23, 2016

Re: Request for approval of the Shaar Zedek Hebrew Cemetery, Grass Valley (Site 16-3),
328 Second Street, Grass Valley, Ca. 95945

Honorable Chairman and Board Members:

At the September 16, 2016, meeting of the Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission, a
motion was passed unanimously to approve the application for registration of the Shaar Zedek
Hebrew Cemetery in Grass Valley as a Nevada County Historical Landmark.

This pioneer Jewish cemetery attests to the significant Jewish presence during the California
Gold Rush. As noted in the attached summation, the local Jewish population was actively
involved in city and governmental affairs, as well as participating in business activities as
merchants, bankers, and investors in gold mines.

The cemetery site will be added to our newly operating interactive Map on line. The map locates
each historic site and provides photography and information.

Attached are the required historic and legal documents necessary for marking. We further
request, as a part of the approval process, the Board of Supervisors forward its designation to
the Assessors’ Office for recordation.

If you have any further questions, do not hesitate to call me at 530-273-0502. Thank you

in advance for you consideration of this request.

Respectfully submitted,

%;L /éﬂ/ma/;/

Elinor Barnes, Commissioner
Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission
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U : U Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission
1851 Application for Registration of Historical Landmark

Name of proposed landmark___
Shaar Zedek Hebrew Cemetery in Grass Valley

Location Grass Valley

Stephen D. Kinsey-Chairman, Commission for the
Name of applicant__Preservation of Pioneer Jewish Cemeteries in the West

address. I
Home or-work phone I phone —

Name and address of landowner upon whose prope!y propose! Ian!mar!

Commission for the Preservation of Pioneer Jewish Cemeteries and Landmarks in the West
Is located, if owner is not applicant

| authorize the plwplaque or marker on site.
(Mgt & 807 o

Lan\idi)wner signatlre < Date
< WW\OM
W
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Brief history and description of proposed landmark.

Grass Valley—Shaar Zedek Hebrew Cemetery is bound by Blossom
Lane, Second Street, and Eureka Street. It's address for GPS use is
328 2nd Streeft, Grass Valley, CA.

The deed for Shaar Zedek Hebrew Cemetery was recorded on
October 14, 1856. Its first burial was in 1857, and it was rededicated
as a historic site on September 13, 1970. Less than one acre remains
of what was once a five-acre plot of land purchased by the Shaar
Zedek Hebrew Benevolent Society,

Unique aspects or properties of proposed landmark.

Both Grass Valley and Nevada City cemeteries demonstrate a
significant Jewish presence during the California Gold Rush era in
their respective cities. In the Grass Valley/Nevada City area Jews
participated as merchants, bankers, investors in the mines, and were
active in their respective local governments and city affairs.

These cemeteries are two of seven known Jewish Gold Rush
cemeteries dating from the 1850's. In Jewish communities, the
cemetery is often the first communal activity that is undertaken.
Cemeteries are considered holy ground and there are specific rules
for how bodies are buried.
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How will the landmarks be protected and maintained.

These historical Jewish cemeteries are maintained and protected by
the Commission for the Preservation of Pioneer Jewish Cemeteries
and Landmarks in the West, Congregation B'nai Harim, in Grass
Valley,a local Jewish congregation, also assists in the upkeep of
these sites. In addition, this congregation acts as the Commission's
"eyes" and “ears" since congregants reside in these cities and can
notify the Commission of specific problems and needs. The
Commission has a close working relationship with and cooperation
of the Grass Valley police department.

Bibliography

Levinson, Robert E. The Jews in the California Gold Rush. New York:
KTAV Publishing House, Inc, 1978.

Morris, Susan A Traveler's Guide to Pioneer Jewish Cemeteries of the
California Gold Rush. Berkeley: Commission for the

Preservation of Pioneer Jewish Cemeteries and Landmarks in
the West, 1996.

Rochlin, Harriet and Fred. Pioneer Jews : A New Life in the Far West,
Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1984.

See attached lists of Grass Valley and Nevada City, California
articles. '

Historical or civil records:
See attached deeds for each cemetery.

Other:

See attached photographs each cemetery



1851

Historical or civil records: (e.g., ownership, assessments etc.)

See, atrtached

Other: (e.g. photographs, prints or drawings. Please list and attach
separately)
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Applicant’s signature’
:S:MLLQ@I:):—:::::::::::::: ———— S==sc=ssSossEaesssniTases

This completed form and all related documents shall be sent to the:

Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission
Attention: Chairman
P. O. Box 1014, Nevada City, Cal. 95959

An application must be considered solely on its historic or architectural
merits and not for commercial gain, political benefits, or other non-historical
reasons.

An individual Commissioner can advise and counsel an applicant, but all
applications must be considered by the full Commission, meeting in regular
session.
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Grass Valley Photographs

This above sign is on the property of
all seven of our cemeteries.
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The Jews in the

BY

ROBERT E. LEVINSON

KTAV PUBLISHING HOUSE, ING,
NEW YORK
MMISSION FOR THE PRESERVATION OF PIONEER

JEWISH CEMETERIES AND LANDMARKS OF THE

JUDAH L. MAGNES MEMORIAL MUSEUM
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA
1978
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40. Survey of the Hebrew Socictys “Shaar Zedek” or Cemetery in Grass Valley,
1856.

Courtesy of the Nevada Counly Recorder’s Office, Nevada Ceg
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CALIFORNIA ALL- PURPOSE ' °
CERTIFICATE OF ACKNOWLEDGMENT

A notary public or other officer completing this certlficate verifies only' the identity
of the individual who signed the document to which this certificate is attached, -

and not the truthfuiness, accuracy, or validity of that docurent, -

State of Califomia oo
County of__ /DA DA )

On ‘before me,
LITE LTI

persanally appeared é QM«(/ S, et ;
who proved fo me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the person{s}whose
name(eyis/are-subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged to me that
he/shefneyexecuted the sams In his/herfthelr authorized capactty(ies); and that by _
his/heritheir signature(s}-on the instrument the person(s); or the.entity. upon behalf of
which the person(sjacted, executed the Instrument. .

| cef’dfy under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the State of Callfornia that
the foregoing paragraph is true and correct. : - .

PATRICK L. HAUSER
Commlssion #:2023882 .
Notary Public - Galliornla

Nevada Conty
My Comm. Explres May 4, 2047

(Notary Publl Seal) ~

' &

', ' i INSTRUCTIONS FOR, COMPLETING TEIS FORM
’ ADDITIONAL OPTIONAL | NFORMATION This Yorm conplies with ewrront Calffornia sionites regarding norary wording and,

= "{f needed, should be camploted and atioched to the doeunent, Acknowledgments
DESCRIPTION OF THE ATTACH E‘D' DOCUMENT ‘ Jion ofliar siaios may be campleted for docunnents baing sant to that s11 50 lang
v o5 {he swording doas hor regiitrs the Californta notary 1 wolote Califainia norary

i
w

. .I‘ﬂw- . PO |
(TUp or description of altached document)” : "« Btate and County informatiop zwst be the Stets and County whers the dosumant
. 3. - ® sife(s) pecannally sppeared before the nowwy public for scknow
d y ' = Dufe of potnrization soast be (bé dote tbat the & sonally sppeared widsh
(Tita or descriplion of aiathed documenl conlinved) must nlso br {be same date the nnlmnw.lndgmﬁf(ngrmd. v fPP.. :
| ) : S * The notary publie soust prnt it or ber dame ap it wilhis Mis or her
Numbar of Pages Dogument Date . cmﬁn followed by n_pmumnmn avd then your ﬂﬂ&bmu‘hﬁo). -
i + Print the name(s) of document sipner(s) who personclly oppear af e lime of
. : Jotogization, | e < ;
. * Indicate the oowreot singulor o7 plom) forrhs by erossipg off incorsect forms (e
CAPAC[.TY GLNMED BY THE S]GNER- Lefshe/they~ i foso ) or viroling the oorvedt forms, Eailvre to correofly indicate this *
D Individual {s) informntion mny Jead 10 rejeation of dosument sesarding,
' 0 Corporate Officer . * Tbe notary seal impression xmust be olear and photogrophically reprodncible
s i : Iropression Uk woi pover text or lines. IF sea) dmpresvion smudges, re-sen) 3f o
{Tm—B) . * mfficient area pemoite, otherivise complote different nolnowledgmenr form.
O Parn ; ik » Sigootuse of fhe notary publio youst mnteh the sigoaturs on Gls with fie office of
artner(s) - ‘ ' the oounty elerk, ' .
‘0 Aftorney-in-Fact ) . % - Addilionn) infoomotion 35 wol required bus could help 1o ensore fois -
D Trustee(s) ' adknowledgment ir 00t misused or atolied o o differsor dooument.
: d Tndivete itk or type of muoehed dosyment, imber of pages and. date,
O Other “¢  Indionte.the oopusity olaimed fhy e mipoer 17 ibe oloimed oepapigy is 8

oorporate officer, fndieate hetitle (i.c. CB.D, CFO, Beoretary),
2D15 Varslon wyaw NotaryGlasaee.com BOD-E73-B865 * Seourely atach this dosuroent o the slgued dovumeat with 8 swple,




FREDA D. PECHNER
Attorney at Law

State Bar No. 80517

4661 Marshall Road

P.O. Box 700

Garden Valley, CA 95633
(530) 333-1644

Attorney for the Commission for Preservation of Historic Jewish
Cemeteries and Landmarks in the West, a Nonprofit Association

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF NEVADA

Inre: CASE NO.

THE NEVADA CITY JEWISH CO-TRUSTEE’S DECLARATION AND
CEMETERY and THE SHAAR ZEDEK NOMINATION OF SUCCESSOR
(GRASS VALLEY) JEWISH CEMETERY.) DATE:

TIME:
DEPT:
L, Stephen D. Kinsey, say:
1. I was a trustee of the Commission for the Preservation of Pioneer Jewish Cemeteries

and Landmarks in the West, a trust operated by the Judah L. Magnes Memorial Museum until the
Museum was purchased by the University of California at Berkeley in 2010, I was an organizer of
the new Commission for Preservation of Pioneer Jewish Cemeteries and Landmarks in the West
(see page 7 of the Articles attached to the Petition filed concurrently herewith as Exhibit 1), the
successor to the Trust. I am the duly elected Chair of the new Commission. I am authorized to
execute this declaration and nomination in all of my capacities on behalf of all entities.

2. The former Commission is a co-trustee of the Nevada County Pioneer Jewish
Cemeteries with the former Nevada County Jewish Community Center pursuant to order of court
filed on January 18, 2002 in the Nevada County Superior Court, Case Number P12951. The
Commission for the Preservation of Pioneer Jewish Cemeteries and Landmarks in the West resigns
as co-trustee, pursuant to the operating documents and agreement with the University of California.

-3, - —The Commissionfor Preservation of Pioneer Jewish Cemeteries-and Eandmarks in
-1-
RESIGNATION AND NOMINATION OF SUCCESSOR (COMMISSION)
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the West, a California nonprofit unincorporated association, is hereby nominated, and is the proper
successor to the Trust, to own the Nevada County Pioneer Jewish Cemeteries, charged with the duty
to the continue to maintain, restore, repair, and protect them.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing

is true and correct. This declaration was executed on March \ , 2014 in S‘g\\\ AR,

D

STEPHEN D. KINSEY
Commission for the Preservation of
Pioneer Jewish Cemeteries and
Landmarks in the West

California.

2-
RESIGNATION AND NOMINATION OF SUCCESSOR (COMMISSION)




t 2

= = AU ¥, B S 98 )

\O

10
11

VERIFICATION

I, STEPHEN D. KINSEY, declare:

I am the Chair of the Commission for Preservation of Pioneer Jewish Cemeteries and
Landmarks in the West, an unincorporated nonprofit association, organized and existing under the
laws of California. The Commission for Preservation of Pioneer Jewish Cemeteries and Landmarks
in the West, is the Petitioner in the above-entitled action, and I have been authorized to make this
verification on its behalf,

I have read the foregoing PETITION TO ESTABLISH SUCCESSOR OWNER OF
PIONEER JEWISH CEMETERIES IN NEVADA COUNTY and know the contents thereof. The
same is true of my own knowledge, except as to those matters which are therein alleged on
information and belief, and as to those matters, I believe it to be true.

Ideclare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing

1s true and correct,

Dated: March |, 2014
Jﬁ?% D, Mfm{
)

STEPHEN D. KINSEY

it
PETITION TO APPOINT SUCCESSOR AND ESTABLISH BOUNDARY LINES




NEVADA COUNTY PIONEER CEMETERIES AGREEMENT

It is hereby agreed between the Commission for Preservation of Pioneer Jewish
Cemeteries and Landmarks in the West (the “Commission”) and Congregation B’nai Harim
at the Nevada County Jewish Community Center (the NCJCC), as follows:

WHEREAS, there are two Pioneer Jewish Cemeteries in the County of Nevada, known as
the Nevada City Jewish Cemetery and the Shaar Zedek Cemetery (Grass Valley);

The Commission was established in 2010 to protect, maintain, preserve, and defend the
Pioneer Jewish Cemeteries in California, including the cemeteries located in the County of
Nevada;

The NCJCC and the Commission for the Preservation of Pioneer Jewish Cemeteries and
Landmarks in the West, the predecessor to the Commission, entered into a stipulation
approved by the Nevada County Superior Court providing that the NCJCC and the former
commission were joint trustees of the Nevada City cemetery; and

The Commission has filed a Petition in the Nevada County Superior Court to be appointed
as the sole trustee of the Nevada County Pioneer Jewish Cemeteries;

IT IS HEREBY AGREED:

1s The NCJCC will execute the Resignation and Nomination of the Commission to be
filed in the petition proceedings;

2. The Commission will pay for all maintenance and repairs required at both the

Nevada City and Shaar Zedek Cemeteries, as follows:

a. Any repairs and maintenance may be arranged and/or performed by the
NCJCC;

b. All bids for repairs or maintenance shall be submitted to the Commission at
least two weeks before the work is performed for approval by the
Commission, which shall not be unreasonably withheld:;

C. If the NCJCC observes that repairs or maintenance is required at either
cemetery and is unable or unwilling to perform same, it shall promptly notify
the Commission of the needed work; and

d. In the event an emergency arises at the cemeteries which might require
immediate attention, the NCJCC may undertake the repairs, but shall notify
the Commission of the need to do so within 24 hours.

3. The Commission shall confer with the NCJCC regarding all landscaping, including
planting of shrubs, trees, grass, flowers, and fencing, and agrees that all decisions
regarding the landscaping shall not be made without consulting the Board of
Directors of the NCJCC or it's appointee(s) and obtaining their approval thereof,
which shall not be unreasonably withheld.

-



4, The NCJCC shall continue to inspect both cemeteries on a regular basis, and report
any issues to the Commission regarding same. Any encroachment, interference,
trespass, damage, destruction, or vandalism observed by the NCJCC at either
cemetery shall be immediately reported to the Commission.

5. The NCJCC will be provided with access to both cemeteries at all times, including
the combination codes for all locks, and all keys for any locks on the cemeteries.

6. The Commission and the NCJCC shall continue to work together to ensure that the
Nevada County Pioneer Jewish Cemeteries are protected and preserved for future
generations - L'Dor V'dor.

Dated:

Congregation B'nai Harim at The Nevada County
Jewish Community Center

Dated: W \\) 8\0(‘—\

STEPHEN KINSEY, Chair <&
Commission For Preservation of Pioneer Jewish
Cemeteries and Landmarks In the West
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Commission for the Preservation of Pioneer Jewish Cemeteries and ...
www.pioneerjewishcemeteries.org/ v

Grass Valley - Jackson - Marysville - Mokelumne Hill - Nevada City - Placerville - Sonora ... The
Commission for the Preservation of Pioneer Jewish Cemeteries and ... were established by immigrant
settlers during the California Gold Rush. ... relating to the Jewlsh presence in the early settlements of
the American west.

After the Gold Rush: Society in Grass Valley and Nevada City, ...
https://books.google.com/books?isbn=0804711364

Ralph Mann - 1882 - History

Society in Grass Valley and Nevada City, California, 1849-1870 Ralph Mann ... and only the presence
of common national stereotypes — pugnacious Irishmen, ... The small community of Jews, mostly
German-born, concentrated their efforts in ...

Bill Text - SCR-19 Jewish American Heritage Month. - California ...
leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtmi?bill... ¥ California State Legislature ~

Mar 4, 2009 - .., San Francisco and the Gold Rush towns of Nevada City, Grass Valley, Jackson , and
Sacramento. Most of the Jewlsh population were immigrants from Germany and ... and the Hellman
family arrived in Gold Rush California and founded ... San Diego, Sacramento, and throughout the San
Joaquin Valley.

Historypin | Commission for the Preservation of Pioneer Jewish ...
https:/iwww.historypin.org/en/person/58086 v

The Commission for the Preservation of Pioneer Jewish Cemeteries and Landmarks In ... grounds were
established by Immigrant settlers during the California Gdld Rush. ... relating to the Jewish presence
in the early settlements of the American west. ... Jewish Cemeteries and Landmarks in the West added
the pin GRASS ...

(PPFl\Weaving a Different World: Women and the California Gold Rush
www.csus.edu/al/cche/gold-rush/.../taniguchi.p... ¥ California State University, Sacramento v
by NJ Taniguchi - Related articles

Community in Gold Rush Callfornia (Summer, 2000), pp. 141-168 ...... drawal to a cottage in Grass
Valley after her three-month marital relationship fell .... dents.80 By 1855, San Francisco's Jewish
population had grown enough tc support two.

ELC ENGL-163: The Gold Rush and California Statehood | English ...
www.ohlone.edu > ...» English » ELC > English 163 ELC Component v Ohlone College v

Mar 28, 2016 - Yet, during the gold rush the economic-political revolution was confined .... He came
away convinced that Californla's population and wealth .... The young Jewish merchant migrated from
the east, and helped to set ... After moving to Grass Valley, Miss Montez discovered a young performer,
Lotta Crabtree.

POFIHISTORIC CONTEXT STATEMENT FOR THE ... - City of Grass Valley
cityofgrassvalleycom-web.s3.amazanaws.com/files.../HistoricContext2010red.pdf v

by CA Grass Valley - 2008 - Related articles

After the Gold Rush: Society In Grass Valley and Nevada City, California 1849- 1870. ..... Through the
early 1850s, the population of both Grass Valley and Nevada City ..... of the Jewish merchants in
Grass Valley owned or operated dry good ...

The Next Parish - Cornish Migration to California 1848-1956 | Stuart ...
www.academia.edu/.../The_Next_Parish_-_Cornish_Migration_to_Calif... v Academia.edu v

16 Chapter 2: The Soclal Prominence of the Cornish Miner in Grass Valley . .... Table 1: Ethnic Groups
as Percentage of Male Working Population, 1860 and 1870 . ... of the California Gold Rush, the
frontier town of Grass Valley, California saw a .... Of course, diaspora Is not always nationally identified
anyway — the Jewish ...

“California Facts, information, pictures | Encyclopedia.com articles ...

https://www.google.com/search?cllent=safarl&rls=en&g=Grass+Valley,+CA+...UTF-8#q=Grass+Valley,+CA+%2B+Jewish+presence+in+the+Gold+Rush&start=10 Page 1 of 2



California Facts, information, pictures | Encyclopedia.com

articles ...
www.encyclopedia.com » Places » United States and Canada » U.S.
Political Geography

1 Cached

2 Similar
Get information, facts, and pictures about California at Encyclopedia.com. ...
The mountain-walled Central Valley, more than 400 mi (640 km) long and
about ..... The Gold Rush brought at least 85,000 adventurers to the San
Francisco Bay ..... California by 1861, and in 1880, the Jewish population was
estimated at 18,580.

[PDF]
Jewish communities surviving and thriving throughout the
region
elissaprovance.writersresidence.com/system/attachments/files/.../
FEBO7_center.pdf

1 Cached
form the foundation of today's Northern California and Central Valley ... long
history of Jews who came for the Gold Rush.” ... to the Gold. Rush are in
Nevada City and Grass Valley, home to ... Following a dry spell of Jewish
presence, congre-.

Commission for the Preservation of Pioneer Jewish

Cemeteries and ...
www.pioneerjewishcemeteries.org/

1 Cached

2 Similar
Grass Valley - Jackson - Marysville - Mokelumne Hill - Nevada City - Placerville -
Sonora ... The Commission for the Preservation of Pioneer Jewish Cemeteries
and ... were established by immigrant settlers during the California Gold
Rush. ... relating to the Jewish presence in the early settlements of the
American west.
n
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After the Gold Rush: Society in Grass Valley and Nevada
City, ...



https://books.google.com/books?isbn=0804711364

Ralph Mann - 1982 - History

Society in Grass Valley and Nevada City, California, 1849-1870 Ralph Mann ...
and only the presence of common national stereotypes — pugnacious
Irishmen, ... The small community of Jews, mostly German-born, concentrated
their efforts in ...
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California State Legislature

Mar 4, 2009 - ... San Francisco and the Gold Rush towns of Nevada City, Grass
Valley, Jackson , and Sacramento. Most of the Jewish population were
immigrants from Germany and ... and the Hellman family arrived in Gold Rush
California and founded ... San Diego, Sacramento, and throughout the San
Joaquin Valley.
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