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NEVADA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
BOARD AGENDA MEMO


MEETING DATE:	January 14, 2025 

TO:	Board of Supervisors

FROM:	Jeffrey Thorsby, Chief of Staff/Clerk of the Board

[bookmark: _Hlk85371289][bookmark: _Hlk178155134]SUBJECT:	Resolution designating the San Juan Ridge Tapestries, currently located at the North Columbia Schoolhouse Cultural Center at 17894 Tyler Foote Road, Nevada City, CA 95959, as Nevada County Historical Resource 25-01


RECOMMENDATION: Adopt the attached Resolution. 

FUNDING: N/A

BACKGROUND: On September 20, 2024, the Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission (NCHLC) voted unanimously to recommend to the Board of Supervisors to designate the San Juan Ridge Tapestries, currently located at the North Columbia Schoolhouse Cultural Center at 17894 Tyler Foote Road, Nevada City, CA 95959, as Nevada County Historical Resource 25-01. On September 9, 2024, the North Columbia Schoolhouse Cultural Center submitted an application, specifically signed by Holly Tornheim, Board Member, to the NCHLC requesting the site of the San Juan Ridge Tapestries be considered and designated as a Nevada County Historical Resource. The San Juan Ridge Tapestries are on display within the North Columbia Schoolhouse Cultural Center.

As outlined in the attached supporting documents and photographs, the San Juan Ridge Tapestries are unique a group of twelve (12) individual tapestries that depict the rich history of the San Juan Ridge from prehistoric times to recent cultural institutions. The project was created for and by the San Juan Ridge Community, conceived and executed by a group of dedicated people of the San Juan Ridge community. The tapestries were created through thousands of hours of hand stitching using fine woolen yarns by men and women of the community in weekly stitching sessions that began in 2007 and ended in 2002.

The materials and techniques were modeled after the Bayeux Tapestry, a 1,000-year-old Medieval tapestry in France that celebrates the war of 1066. Each tapestry was embroidered by hand on linen and created from full-size drawings. Each tapestry illustrates a specific chapter in the history of the community. The titles and chronological order of the twelve tapestries include:

1. Fall Celebrations
2. North Columbia Schoolhouse Cultural Center
3. Then and Now
4. The Cattle Drive
5. Don’t Mine Our Water
6. Building the Oak Tree School
7. The Blue Cradle
8. South Yuba River
9. North San Juan Volunteer Fire Department
10. How We Live & Work Parties
11. Arts and Artisans
12. The Winter Forest

Originally created to be housed and wrap around all the walls of the main classroom in the North Columbia School, the tapestries are now stored in a climate controlled and fire safe archive. They are available to be displayed in the schoolhouse or other venues. As such, the Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission recommends the Board of Supervisors adopt the attached Resolution designating the San Juan Ridge Tapestries as Nevada County Historical Resource 25-01.

Initiated: Carissa Cyr, Administrative Analyst II
Approved: Jeffrey Thorsby, Chief of Staff/Clerk of the Board 		
Submittal Date: December 30, 2024
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