Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission Application
for Registration of Historical Landmark

Name of proposed landmark: Grass Valley African Methodist Episcopal Church & School Site

Location: From 1854-1893 the AME Church and School (the latter then referred to as the Colored
School) were located on the Eastern side of S. Church St, Lot 3, Block 45 in Grass Valley’s
Historic Townsite. Following the sale of the property in 1893 the lot was purchased by a private

party and subdivided into four parcels. Today four c. 1894 Victorian homes occupy the site, house
numbers 315, 319, 321 and 323.

City of Grass Valley Planner, Lance Lowe, notified owners of those properties of the intent of the
City to consider landmarking the site. Irv and Catherine Gubman, who own the properties at 319
and 321, communicated their support of the project. The other two owners did not respond to the
City’s communication.

On February 23, 2021 the Grass Valley City Council voted unanimously to approve declaring the
site a City of Grass Valley Landmark, and to submit an application to your Commission for county
landmark status. The Council received twenty-four emails and phone calls supporting the
landmark. Funds for the plaque will come primarily from the Grass Valley Historical Commission,
but the Gubmans have also offered to provide funds if needed.

On the recommendation of the Grass Valley Historical Commission, the City has determined that
it is not practical to install a plaque on one of those four properties. Rather, the City plans to install
the plaque on the elevated sidewalk on the opposite (Western) side of the street at about 324 S.
Church St. The plaque will be installed on a railing that runs along the sidewalk that is within the
City’s right-of-way and will be maintained by the City. The plaque will include a section of
Augustus Koch’s Bird’s Eye map of Grass Valley (1871) that shows the full lot and both the
buildings, which should allow someone reading the plaque to visualize the site as it existed in the
past.

Name of applicant: City of Grass Valley
Address: 125 East Main St., Grass Valley, CA 95495

Work Phone: (530) 274-4712

Name and address of landowner upon whose property proposed landmark Is located, if
owner Is not applicant: Not applicable.

I authorize the placing of a plaque or marker on site: The City Council authorized the
placement of the plaque at its February 23, 2021 meeting.

Landowner’s signature: Lance E. Lowe, AICP, Principal Planner on behalf of the City authorized
Linda K. Jack, Chair of the Grass Valley Historical Commission to sign this application. See page
5.



Brief history and description of proposed landmark: (attach additional sheets as necessary):

The African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church grew out of the Free African Society (FAS), a
benevolent organization founded by Richard Allen, Absalom Jones, and others in Philadelphia in
1787.  The Society provided mutual aid for “free Africans and their descendants.” The
denomination reached the Pacific Coast in the early 1850’s. In Northern California churches were
established in Sacramento, Stockton, San Francisco, Marysville, Nevada City and Grass Valley.

The following description of the church is taken from Bean’s History and Directory of Nevada
County, California (1867): “The African Methodist Episcopal Church was erected in the summer
of 1854, at a cost of $1,400. The Church has been sustained by ten devoted members, with a
congregation varying from twenty-five to thirty. The Church was dedicated by Rev. T. M. D.
(Thomas Meyer Decauter) Ward, a colored Presiding Elder, assisted by Rev. J. B. Hill, of the
Methodist Episcopal Church of Grass Valley, and also Rev. J. Or. Hale, of the Congregational
Church of this place. The first clergyman who had the Church in charge was Rev. Emory Waters.
The Trustees of the Church are: Isaac Sanks, Joseph Thomas, Isaac Buhner [Bulmer], John Hicks,
Henry Blackburn. Rev. Peter Green, present minister in charge.”! On April 17, 1867 Joseph
Thomas and Isaac Sanks signed, using their mark, executed a deed naming Henry Blackburn, John
Hicks, and Isaac Bulmer as additional trustees for the property of the African Methodist Episcopal
Church located at Lot 3, Block 45 on South Church St. in Grass Valley, CA. The deed replaced
the original deed that had been lost in a fire. It was recorded on February 5, 1868 2

The AME Churches were served by pastors that traveled from one church to the other in the
district, consequently services were generally held once a week. Members of the congregation
often did readings or bible studies more frequently, and the Grass Valley church was known for
its choir. The church was also a venue for cultural events such as events such as concerts, readings,
and musical performances.

AME churches were also centers for political activities. In the 1850s a series of Conventions Sor
Colored Citizens of California were routinely held at AME churches in Sacramento. The church
was also used to raise funds for the important civil rights causes of the era: abolishing slavery
nationwide, gaining the franchise for Black men, integrating public accommodations, and gaining
the right for Blacks to testify in court cases involving whites. During the Civil War the Grass
Valley church raised funds for the Sanitary Commission, a Federal organization for the medical
care of Union soldiers. Following the passage of the 15" Amendment, Isaac Sanks, a former slave
and founder of the Grass Valley church was likely the first Black man to run for public office in
California.

! Edwin F. Bean, Bean’s History and Directory of Nevada County, California: 1867, Nevada City, CA, p. 211.
* Abstracts of Title, Searls Historical Library, Book 130, 1.



The School

In 1854, Black students in San Francisco became the first children segregated in California’s public
schools. Soon, however, state law prohibited "Negroes, Mongolians and Indians" from attending
public schools with white children anywhere in California. Andrew Moulder, an early state
superintendent of schools, stated: "The great mass of our citizens will not associate in terms of
equality with these inferior races, nor will they consent that their children do so." 3

The situation was similar in Nevada County. In 1859 J. Holland Townsend wrote of an incident
in Grass Valley: “In Grass Valley a school was opened in the year 1854. The supervisors, after
taking the census of the children, found that three of the white children had colored parents; but as
these children were as white as themselves, they very wisely determined to leave them in the
school.” White parents protested and pressured the State Superintendent of Schools who
threatened to cut off funds to the district if the children were not expelled.

In the early 1860s, California state laws authorized school districts to provide separate schools for
Black, Indian, and Asian children. But a segregated school would only be established if the parents
of at least 10 racial minority students petitioned a district to build one. If the parents failed to do
this, their children could be denied a public education altogether. White parents tended to demand
a segregated school for non-white students when their numbers increased in the
community. Indeed, in 1873 Grass Valley’s State Senator, Miles Poore O’Connor, was adamant
about maintaining segregated schools saying: “If there was only one child of color in his district,
and it must be educated, he would favor building a house and sustaining a school for it alone before
admitting it to a white school.” 3

Accordingly, Isaac Sanks of the Grass Valley AME Church took up a subscription to build a
schoolhouse in 1865, which is shown on the 1871 and 1872 maps.® Going forward the names of
the teachers and performance of the Black school children were regularly reported in
the Union along with students at the white schools.

Eventually the expense of a separate education system for a relatively small number of Black
children in California caused the state legislature finally to abolish "colored schools" in 1880.”

3 “BRIA 23 2 ¢ Mendez v Westminster: Paving the Way to School Desegregation,”

Constitutional Rights Foundation, Bill of Rights in Action, Summer 2007 (Volume 23, No. 2). Accessed on August
29, 2020 at https://www.crf-usa.org/bill-of-rights-in-action/bria-23-2-c-mendez-v-westminster-paving-the-way-to-
school-desegregation.

*J. Holland Townsend, “American Caste, and Common Schools,” The Anglo-Afirican Magazine, vol. 1, March 1859,
p. 81.

> Jennie Carter, The Elevator, September 6, 1873, p. 3.

¢ Grass Valley Daily Union, 2:75, July 27, 1865, p. 3.

7“BRIA 23 2 ¢ Mendez v Westminster”



Closure of the AME Church & School

Toward the end of the 19™ century the Black population of Grass Valley had dwindled as the
original pioneers passed away or joined adult children who had moved to other parts of the state.
And integration of the public schools in 1880 had made the need for a separate school unnecessary.
On November 2, 1893, the church was sold at public auction to Charles Clinch for $1130. The
signing trustees at the time were Elijah Booth and Isaac Sanks. The deed was recorded on
November 25, 1893.%8 The funds from the sale were returned to the AME Church.

Shortly thereafter, Charles Clinch and his wife Emily began selling off portions of the property:
to C.J. and Mary Miller on March 5, 1894; to William Aver on March 10, 1894; to Thomas Ingram
on April 12, 1894; and to William and Ann Edwards on October 29, 1894. ? Today Lot 3, Block
45 is comprised of 315, 319, 321 and 323 S. Church St. House numbering is not consecutive.

Unique aspects or properties of proposed landmark: The AME church and school were the
Black community’s oldest and most important institutions in Grass Valley. They provided a
religious, social and political home for Black residents during one of the most turbulent periods of
American history. The AME Church and School site would be the first Black institution to be
landmarked in the Grass Valley.

How will the landmark be protected and maintained? The City of Grass Valley will maintain
the landmark.

Bibliography. Cite or attach available books, records, articles or other materials pertaining
to the proposed landmark:

Books and articles:

»  Grass Valley Daily Union, 2:75, July 27, 1865, p. 3.

s  Entry from Bean's Directory 1867, p. 211. Attached.

= J. Holland Townsend, “American Caste, and Common Schools,” The Anglo-African
Magazine, vol. 1, March 1859, p. 81.

Historical or civil records: (e.g., ownership, assessments etc.)
= Abstracts of Title, Searls Historical Library, Book 130, 12 pages. Attached.
Other: (e.g. photographs, prints or drawings. Please list and attach separately):
= Samuel Bethell City Map of Grass Valley, 1872 . Attached.

= Augustus Koch Bird's Eye View Map of Grass Valley, 1871. Attached. The Church and
School are #6 of the legend.

8 Abstracts of Title, 5-6.
% Abstracts of Title, 5-12.



Applicant’s signature: /MK /%""/%K:/
v

Chair Grass Valley Historical Commissio/

Date: T do- 202/

This completed form and all related documents shall be sent to the:

Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission Attention: Chairman
P. O. Box 1014, Nevada City, Cal. 95959

An application must be considered solely on its historic or architectural merits and not for
commercial gain, political benefits, or other nonhistorical reasons.

An individual Commissioner can advise and counsel an applicant, but all applications must be
considered by the full Commission, meeting in regular session.



A. M. E. CHURCH.

The African Methodist Episcopal Church was erected in the summer of 1854, at
a cost of $1,400. The Church has been sustained by ten devoted members, with a
congregation varying from twenty-five to thirty. The Church was dedicated by
Rev. T. M. D. Ward, a colored Presiding Elder, assisted by Rev, J. B, Hill, of the
Methodist Episcopal Church of Grass Valley, and also Rev. J. (i. Hale, of the Con-
gregational Church of this place. The first clergyman who had the Church in
charge was Rev. Emory Waters. The Trustees of the Church are: Isaac Sanks,
Joseph Thomas, Isaac Bulmer, John Hicks, Henry Blackburn. Rev. Peter Green,
present minister in charge. This society, during the past year, has erected a small
but comfortable school house on the Church lot.
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JOSEPH TilOHAS and ISAAC SANKS,
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HEHRY 3LACKXBURK, JOHN IICKS,
ISAAC FULLLR, JOS:EPH THOIAS
and ISA-C SAVKS, Trust==2s8 in
trust for ithe use znd purvoses
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wThere=s the wprenises harsinafter d==eriip d =2n? zonvaysg
ar= held oy Josavh Thomas and Isaze “anke in trust for ths
Africar Kethodist Eviscop2l Chureh vy 2ead 2uly mads and re-
corded vhich da2ad and the ragord thersof has osoth ue=n Zestroye
ed oy fira, How tharafore: This indenture nass tha 17th dzv of
April A. D. 1867 Detwesn the saild Jo: eph Thou=s and Isaze
Sanks of the To'n of Crass Valisy, Kevadia County, “tite oi Cazl-
ifornia, party of tho first part and Henry 3lzckburn, John
ficks, Isaac Bulmer, Joseph Thomas & Isacc Sanks, trust=22s in
trust £or the uss and vurposes herainafter nerntionad of the
sane place party of the second nart, witnessath:

: That the saild uarty of tne 'ip*t vart 2oz znd 1n conside-
“ratlon of the swa of one dollar to th-wm in hand pzid upon the
d=21liv-ry of thase presants the rec2ipt wher2of 1s harcLy acknow-
ledgad has given, zranted, varrzinsd, sold, roleased, confirm—
24 and convayad and oy these nresents doss glve, grant, vargain,
sell, mlezse, confim: and convey unto the said pary of th=
822ond »art and to their successors (trustses in trust for the

usas and wurpos:s herainzftsr mentioned and Jeclarad) all the
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estate, ri/ht, title, inter+<t, uroperty, clain and denznd
whztso2var 2ither in law or eculty which th2 saild party of thse
£irst vart nmay have in to or uwpon all and sinrmlar a cortain lot
or rl=ace of lamd sitacte, lyirnz =2nd o8ing in the Town of Grass
vall=ay, County 2o St‘it&‘. aforesald, counded and descrived as
follo's, to-wit:

cozencing on the East side of Church Stre<t =t a uolint

formaing the line Letvasen s2id convay-:d praais=2s and the preo-

ises krown as the Lamarcus loty thance running bacr 2iong the

l1ine of s21d L=uzzrque lot Last-rly 100 reetj thenee Southerly .,
along Snith % Parry's linees 206 =22t thence Wastarly alonZ
Blares iine 102 fe=t € inch=s ty Church St.3 thance Nortaerly
elonZ Church St. 191 fe=t to peint of usginnins, togsether with
all -nd sinmalar the nop=riy, zrivilezes and avpurtenances there-
to v=2lonin or in anyvise anpertaining.

To have and t0 hold all and sinfular the zobove nention=d
and iascrioved prenlses with the aviurtenance2s wito the said
Party of the second part and thelr suce=s=ors in of~i:e forsvar
in trust, tha:t they shall contimis the Churgh house tharaon a

-

Place of worshiy for the use of the membars of the Afvican
Msthodist Zpiscopal Church in the Unitad Siatas of inaries,
accoriing to the rules and disciplin of sald Church ~rich Trom
ti2 to time 3y be adoptad and 27r=23d u-.on oy the rinist-rs
and vreach-:rs ¢ sald Church =t thelr Gesneral Confranc=s in the

United States of America: And in further trust and confidence



that they shzll at all times forevar heraariter pamit such
Minist=rs and precchars velonying to szll Churen =s shall from
time to tine se duly authorized oy ine Ge=neral Coni=rance of
the iinistera and preachers of th2 sald African dsthoulist -Zpls-
copal Church or uy tha Annguel Confer=nzes authoriroed oy the
gald conferances to preach and exvound &olds noly word tharain:
And in further trust and conficance thzat as often 2s any one
or mnore trusteoas hersinvafore uenticnad shall <dia gr 22:5=2 O
be a iemoer or nempers of =:id Church sccordin: to tii2 rulss
and ¢isciulin aforesaid, then and in such casa it =hzll u2 the
duly of the stationad ilinister or preschar (2uthorisa2d as afore-
szid ) who shall have the pastorial charge of the memoers of sald
Church, to call a metting of the male mel0=rs 28 SO 48 COn-
veniantly may ve: And where so met the saild iiinist=r or pr2ach-
er shall vroc2ed to noizinate on2 or more uarsons toc Iill the
place or nlac=s of hinm or them whos=2 o7ffic~ or offizes his

(or have) u=en vaczi=d 25 aforesaid: wrovidad tha w:rson or
P2rsons so nominat=d shall have desan on2 year a 2nmo:Tr oY LSl
v2rs of the sald Church iiiediatly wireca=cins such noodnzation,
and oe a2t 12ast 21 y2urs of sge. And th2 said uale nenmosrs

80 as<==nwolad sh2ll procsad to =21lext and Ly a wmajority of votes
apvoint th2 parson or p2rsons s¢ nocinatsd te £ill such vacaney
or vacancias in ord=r t1o kKe=k up the muidsr of trust-z=2s Ioraver.

- nis
(Sizn=q) Jossvh x Thomasz, (%92l)




TRPUST.ES OF TZ5 TOYN OF
GRASS VA!JL--Y, a1 CoOrnora-
tion existing undi=r and
by virtue of an Act of
the Lagzislaturs of tle
State of Czlifornia,

-0 DEED.

AFRICAN METHORIST EPISCOPAL
CAURCH.
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Datad July 30th, 1875.
Recor. ad Jamuary 10th, 1884 at 2 5/¢60 O
R2coxria2d in Book %e5"™ of De=ds

Lot lc. 3 in Block Xo. 45,
(Si-nad) », Y. Ranson, Presid=ant,
(Corporata S-2al) dohn Tecbor, Slerk

of Boz2rd of Trustae=s of the
Ton of . rass Valley.

uly 2cknorl=ads-zd.




In the Superior Court of the County of Nav= , State of California
In re Avplication of Afri-an Methodint Zpiscoual Chureh Socisty
to 19211l prop2rty in Cras- Yall=ay, Cal.

The r2turn of =sale of the provarty of ths African id=th-
odist zpiscoual Church Societv in Grass Vallay, California,
maie by Isa.c Sanks and Zlijah Booth coming on for haaring this
day, and 1t avusaring that due notice of =21id hezrins has ueen
given by th2 Clerk of this Court 2s racuired oy 2 vrecious
ord2r of this Court, and no opwositicn to said raturn having
been 13de and the mattar sat forth in said petition and ths
eviianze ther=in having osen heard, whar:uy it 2ppears thiat thé

sale of s8aild prop:rty was in ovarr msupsct coniuciod in aceor—

dance with th=a order of this Court fairly and Justlyp that
831d uroperty wizs sold it public =uction acier due notics, and
that st such sals, Chas. -. Clinch was the hichest and ovaest
biddar tharsfor, offzrinz tha swua of 21130, “aich was the high-
est and bast 0id offarad and that a vid =xes2ding that -wa ean-
not o2 obtainad. It is Ordarad and Decraad that said sala be
confirm:2d 2nd said Trust=22s are orderad and 4ira~t3d to arscute
2 convayance of saild property unto said vurshasa2r Chas. E. Clinel
Jon2 1n Own=n Court this 2nd day of lov. 1883.

dohn Caldwsell, Suparior Juds=.

e

‘Bcorind Noveuoar 13th, 1883 it 4 10/60 0'clock P. i.

Fagord=ad in Zock "78% of Dasis at page 433 et seq.




TSAAC SAWNXS and ZLYIJAH BOOTH
Trustees for and of The AFRICAN
METZODTST ZPTSCOPAL CHURCH

-—TO‘)-— D 3 3 DO

-------------------------------
-------------------------------

Recorded Nuverbsr 25th 1893 at 1 O'eloey P. M,
Recorded 1n Boo¥ "79" of Deeds at p2re 440 =2t seq,

Grant, s=1l1 and convey,
Consideration $113c.00.

Lot 3 in Bige¥ 45 of the Town (now Citr) of Grass valle

y

Nevada Cuunty, Califomia, aceurding tv the o¢<iecial msn of

sald Town made by Sarmel Betnel in 1872.
(signed) | Isaac Sanrs,
Elijah Bouoth,
Dvly ack¥nowledged.

——— s

s e bl Nl Cl il T e s

TP PRI W A~ A s A o TR 4 ey

e e



CHZARLZES 2. OLTIHCH 2na
EETLY CLTHCH

—T0- DEZE D,

C. ¢« MTLLZR and MARY
MILLTR.

D'}te H.‘I".‘:". 1. 1894c
Recordad iren 5, 1894 at 11 20/60 o'c A, ¥,
Recorded 1in 300k "80" of Deeds at pa-o 712 et S2Q.
Consiceration %800.00
Srant, bargein, sell and convey
all that certain rise2 or noreel of 1-nd lvins and beinz on

the Zast side of “mrenh Strest in the nity uf Grass Valley,

Ciinch's 1lot, tienes rnning in a Nortn-riv direetion 2lung the
line of Chm:r~h Streét €0 fe=t, tnence rvnninz in an easterly

airection 100 fect mure or less tu a lins fenece, thence mnning
in a surtharly direetion alon:s the 1line of the said line fence

60 fent, thence rmnin- in a westserly direestisn 100 fest rore

0f the sz1d City mace by S. Betnell in 1872.
(signed) Chas. Z. Clineh (seal)
Erdily clinen (seal)

Duly aeckhnviledged.




CLINCH, his wife,

=T DEZED.
THOMdAS I KGPERALW

Datad April lOth 1? L,
Rocoru=d April 19th, 1884 at 8 8/60 0'zlock A, i,
Racoriad in Book ®7&® of Daadls at page 6983 et seo,
Considsration 210.05.
Crant, ov2avgiin, 8211 znd csonvay.

That cartain lot, piece or nirz2el of lanl =ituatad on the

Bast sid: of Chureh Stre-t in th= City (foma=rlv tom) of Grass
Valiay, County of N=avaia, State of California, and ovound=d and
particularly d==cribad =2s follows, to=-wit:

Coizuencins at 3 point on the East side of said Church
Street which voint of comiencenent is the Horth Yest cornsr of
the lot of william Avar and th=a South Yest zorn:r of tha lot
her-by conveyad, thance lortherly alonz the E:st sids of Church
Streat 34 fe2t and 10 inch=s; thance rfastarly about 100 fast to
a line fencey thence in a Southerly diraction alons the line
0f sald line fance 38.51 fe=t; thance Westaerly z.sout 100 2ot
to the point of uezinning. The sald Lot hersvy zsonvayad veing
a vortion of Lot 7 u. 2 of Block Ko. 45 of the said City (former-
1y town) of Grass Valley; the saild lot and Plock beins nusbered
accoriing to the ofTicisl map of the survsy of the Town of
Griss Vall=ay, nade by S. BRethall in 1872.

(3izn=q) Chas. E. Clinch, (5221)

Zmily Clinen, (ceal)
Duly acknorladz-d.




THOMAS THGRAM

-T0- DZTED.

Dated Atril 24, 1824,
Recurded A-ril 25, 1224 at 9 10/60 o'~ A. i,
Recvurded 1n 3ou¥ "80" 9f Deeds at page 774 et ser,

Cunsideration £10.00
Gront, bargain, sell, eunvey and eunfirm
that certzin lut, =isrce or nareel of land sitrated on the
Zast sidc Of Cmireck Str 'et in the City (forwrly tuvn) of
Grass Valley, Covnty of Nevad2, State of Califurnis, and novnded
and rarticvlarly deseribed as fulluws, tu wit: Cum-=nein ng at
a wint un the Bast side of said Chureh Stireet wirirn noint of
curmencenecnt is the northwest corner of the 1ot of Willian

Aver znd thn

AD

virihwest curner of trhe 10t hereby cunvaeyed, thence
nurtherly =lonz the e:st side of Cnvreh Strect 34 fe=t 10
incres, taerce easterly aburt 100 feet tu a line fence, thenee
in a sortaerly cireetion alons tne 1line of said 1inme fenee

38.51 fa=t, thance wasterly abat 100 feet to the nuint ur

beginnin:, tre szid lot hereby cunveyed being 2 wortion of

1ot 3 of Elue¥ No. 45.

(signed) Thuias Ingram (se21)
Dvly =e¥nowledsed
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CHEARLIS E, CLTNCi ang
EMILY CLINCII

-T 5=

oo

EED.
¥ILLYAM ZDYARDS and
AXK ZDWARDS

......... l.o-.'....'.-atl.o-- .
........... o--.-.....-.-----.o-

Recurdied Octiber 29, 1894 at 9 0'c A, M,
Recurded in Zou¥ walr yf D8eds at nage 301 et seq.

Consideration 28035.50

All tiat ecertqin riene urmreel Lf lan

;).l

ivins and beinz in the
City of Grass Valleyr, Covnty of Neved=: and State of Caliiornia
“and Particvlarly deseribed as folivws: Cummerncing zt tre
Suurthient esrner my 4 uP Andrevws 10%t, thence Mmmnings in g
Sut therly diraetiun 2lunz the line of Chvrren Sireet GO fent,
thenze rvnnins in an Zasterly direetion 100 feet mure ur less
to a2 line fonee, thanse rrnnins in a Nurtrerly direetion along
the 1line uf the saia line fence 66.10 feet, thence mnning
in a restsprily direction 109 feet nore v less t0 the vlace Jf
beginnin::, the gare being 2 nart of 1ot ¥No. 3 ard Elouek 'y, 45,
cinl ey of the s=id City z2s nace vy S,

Bethell in 1s72,

(sirned) Cras, T, Mlineh
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CHARL=S *. and ZUILY CLINCH,
=T O
YFILLTIAEL AV}.?I.
Dated iarsh 10th, 18ga. '
Recoried Jun- Z5th, 1894 at
Recorded in EBoox waow of Denc
Consideration ¢107400,
Grant, oarsain, sell inc convey,

All thot certain plece or parcel of iand lyvins ane “2ing
on the Zast side of Church Stre-t in ths City of Cras- Valliay,
County of Kevzi. ana St2t2 of California and particulurly gase
erived 3s follows:

Caoriencing at the Torth w2st cormer uost of 111l=r's iot
thence rarring in a Horthoriy direction alons the iin=s of Church
Stre=t 35 f23%, thance runring in an Zastarly diraction 1G0
fe2t iors or lass to 2 1in- fancej trhance ran~sing in a Southerly
diraction a2lonz the iins of the said 1ins fanae 28 Sﬁ/ioc Test;
thence ranrin in g *5terly direction 100 f2-t 1tors or 1232 to
Place of ie; inning, the sano Plny 4 uart of Lot YX¢. 3 a2ng
Block =25 “ICoriing to the 0ffic121 nay of the sald City 23 made
Oy =, Fathel Z80. in 1875,

(51 meq) Chas. . Clin:n, (Sea1)

L11ly Clineh, (3=2a1)
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MINUTES OF THE

CITY OF GRASS VALLEY
CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF FEBRUARY 23, 2021

Ben Aguilar, Mayor Jan Arbuckle, Vice Mayor
Bob Branstrom Hilary Hodge Tom Ivy

REGULAR MEETING OF THE GRASS VALLEY CITY COUNCIL,
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AUTHORITY AND REDEVELOPMENT “SUCCESSOR
AGENCY”

7:00 P. M., TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2021

AGENDA
CALL TO ORDER: 7:02 pm by Mayor Aguilar
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor Aguilar

ROLL CALL: Councilmember Branstrom, Councilmember Hodge, Councilmember Ivy, Vice
Mayor Arbuckle, and Mayor Aguilar were present.

AGENDA APPROVAL
No changes for the agenda

REPORT OUT OF CLOSED SESSION
Nothing to report out of closed session.

INTRODUCTIONS AND PRESENTATIONS
League of Cities Update from Charles Anderson

PUBLIC COMMENT - ATTACHED.

CONSENT ITEMS - Vice Mayor Arbuckle moved to approve the consent agenda as submitted.
Councilmember Branstrom seconded, and the motion carried by a 5-0 roll call vote.

1. Approval of the Regular Meeting Minutes of February 9, 2021
RECOMMENDATION: Council approve minutes as submitted.

2. Local Emergency Proclamation (COVID-19)
RECOMMENDATION: Continuance of Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) proclamation
declaring a Local State of Emergency.

3. Appointment of Historical Commissioner Jeanne Cochran to the Historical Commission for a

four-year term.
RECOMMENDATION: That the City Council appoint Historical Commissioner Cochran to a

term ending July 1, 2024

4. CDBG Memorial Park Facilities Improvement Project— Authorization to Bid
RECOMMENDATION: That Council authorize the advertisement for bids for the project.

Page 1 of 3



5. Traffic Signal and Miscellaneous Electrical Facility Maintenance Agreement — Authorization
to Extend and Amend Agreement
RECOMMENDATION: That Council 1) authorize the Assistant City Engineer to extend an
existing Professional Services Agreement (PSA) with Gray Electric Company for two
additional years; and 2) authorize an amendment to the agreement to include updated fee
schedule exhibits.

PUBLIC HEARING
There were no public hearing items.

ADMINISTRATIVE

6. Historical Commission Recommendation of Historic Site Designation of the African
Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church formally located at 315, 319, 321 & 323 South Church
Street.
RECOMMENDATION: The Historical Commission recommends that the City Council: 1)
designate the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church as a Historic Site; 2) authorize the
placement and allocate supplemental funding of a Kiosk Sign; and, 3) authorize an application
to be submitted to the Nevada County Landmarks Commission, which includes the following
actions:

i.  Determine the project Statutorily Exempt as the appropriate level of environmental review
in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and Guidelines;
ii.  Adopt Findings of Fact for designation of the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church
as a Historical Site as presented in the Staff Report; and,
iii.  Approve the site as a Historical Site as presented in the Staff Report.
e Vice Mayor Arbuckle moved to approve Historical Commission Recommendation of Historic Site
Designation of the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church formally located at 315, 319, 321
& 323 South Church Street. Councilmember Hodge seconded, and the motion carried by a 5-0 roll
call vote.

7. Council direction to implement SB1383. AB 341 and AB 1826 related to State’s mandatory
commercial recycling and mandatory organics recycling programs. Actions include initiating
amendments to the Franchise Agreement with Waste Management of Grass Valley and to the
City’s Municipal Code, and consideration of options for staff resources to implement the
programs.

RECOMMENDATION: That Council: 1) direct the City Manager to negotiate amendments
to the Franchise Agreement with USA Waste of California Incorporated DBA “Waste
Management of Grass Valley” to ensure implementation of the state mandates and return to
Council for final approval; 2) initiate an amendment to Chapter 8.24 of the Grass Valley
Municipal Code to address the mandatory organic waste collection; and 3) direct staff to
explore options for staffing and funding the state mandated programs.

e Councilmember Hodge moved to approve staff’s recommendations. Councilmember Ivy seconded,

and the motion carried by a 5-0 roll call vote.

8. Approval of MOU with Foothill House of Hospitality
RECOMMENDATION: Approve the attached memorandum of understanding (MOU) and
authorize the Chief of Police to sign the MOU on behalf of the City.
e Vice Mayor Arbuckle moved to approve memorandum of understanding with Foothill House of
Hospitality. Councilmember Branstrom seconded, and the motion carried by a 5-0 roll call vote.

Page 2 of 3



9. Ordinance Amending Sections 12.32.010 and 12.32.070 of the Grass Valley Municipal Code
regarding Condon Park Skate Park Regulations
That Council introduce and adopt the ordinance on the first reading and read by title only.
¢ Councilmember Hodge moved to approve Ordinance Amending Sections 12.32.010 and 12.32.070.
Vice Mayor Arbuckle seconded, and the motion carried by a 5-0 roll call vote.

10. Approval of Deputy Administrative Services Director Job Description; and update to
Executive Service Contract Appendix A
RECOMMENDATION: That Council approve the new job description and salary range for the
Deputy Administrative Services Director; and 2) approve revisions to the Contract Employees
Agreement — Appendix A.
¢ Vice Mayor Arbuckle moved to approve the new job description and salary range for the Deputy
Administrative Services Director, and the revisions to the Contract Employees Agreement —
Appendix A. Councilmember Hodge seconded, and the motion carried by a 5-0 roll call vote.

11. FY 2020-21 Mid-Year Budget Review
RECOMMENDATION: By MOTION approve the FY 2020-21 Mid-Year Budget Review and
recommended revisions.
¢ Councilmember Hodge moved to approve the FY 2020-21 Mid-Year Budget Review. Vice Mayor
Arbuckle seconded, and the motion carried by a 5-0 roll call vote.

J. BRIEF REPORTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS
Councilmember Hodge expressed excitement about free music program via the Center for the
Arts & Music in the Mountains partnership. Councilmember Branstrom discussed continued
training with League of California Cities and his ethics and sexual harassment training. He also
mentioned the BYLT agreement with the City and mentioned his volunteering to help install foot
trail addition to the Wolf Creek Trail.
Mayor Aguilar interrupted to introduce public comments. Tristan played voicemail from Matthew
Coulter and he brought up the transient issue in the City, mentioned that the Brunswick Basin
situation is out of control. He hopes that the community as a whole can work together to get ahold
of this issue...he mentioned the millions of dollars that are being disbursed to the County from
the State to remedy the homeless issue and he believes that nothing is happening. Patty Galle
comment was also read (attached in public comments below).
Vice Mayor Arbuckle brought up her first meeting with Racial Equity Task Force Commission
and REAL as a part of the League of CA Cities/. She is encouraged by the ‘makeup’ of the
commissions...she hopes we will be able to implement, in Nevada County — not just Grass
Valley, the positive movements being discussed in her meetings with the League. Mayor Aguilar
said he met with Dan Miller, from the Board of Supervisors, he will be attending Board of
Supervisor’s meeting and LAFCO meeting. Mentioned beautiful weather and encouraged
everyone to be ‘as good as we can be.’

K. ADJOURN
The meeting was adjourned by Mayor Aguilar at 9:07 pm.

% ) =

" Ben Aguilar, Mayor Andy Heath, Actind/ City Clerk
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Abigail Walker
From: EYMANN G [

Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 11:52 AM
To: Public Comments

Subject: Voice Mail (1 minute and 1 second)
Attachments: audio.mp3

Yeah my name is Wally Holton and | am from Grass Valley and | am in full support of getting the African Methodist
Episcopal Church and school and as a historic site and in full support of the kiosk sign and whatever is necessary to
get it submitted. As an out of Nevada County Landmarks Commission | think is very important for this County to
really recognized the African American black community in this area and we are one of the widest counties in the

state so | think anything we can do is beneficial. My address is ||| | EGcNcNENGNGNGNNEEEEEEEEE

appreciate you taking this into consideration. Thank you very much. By

You received a voice mail from EYMANN G .

Thank you for using Transcription! If you don't see a transcript above, it's because the audio quality was not clear enough to
transcribe.

Set Up Voice Mail



Abigail Walker

From: Rev. Kevin Tarsa

Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 11:33 AM

To: Public Comments

Subject: Re: Designation of AME Church/School site

Dear Grass Valley City Council Members,

| write to urge your support of the Grass Valley Historical Commission’s recommendation to designate the site
of the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church and School (1854-1893) as a City Historic Site, including
authorizing funding for a kiosk and authorizing application to the Nevada County Landmarks Commission for
county landmark status.

We, as a nation and as a local community, are ever more aware of the importance and value of making the
invisible visible. Our social health and healing in these polarized times will rely on learning to see more and
more of the hidden histories buried beneath the dynamic, dominant stories of the local gold rush.

In this case, recognizing the identifiable history of black persons in Grass Valley is not only an item of history,
one that can spark further curiosity and research, it also opens awareness, particularly for those of us who are
white, for recognizing the presence, stories, and experiences of our current residents who are Black,
Indigenous, and People of Color. At the same time, it communicates that this is their home too.

The designation of this AME Church location as a city historic site, the placement of a visible sign or kiosk, and
the pursuit of landmark status are small investments with large and important payoffs. | urge you and trust
that you will accept and act on the recommendations before you.

Thank you for your consideration, your commitment to wholeness, and your work to strengthen the health
and wellbeing of Grass Valley and all of its residents.

Sincerely,
Rev. Kevin Tarsa, Minister
Unitarian Universalist Community of the Mountains

Rev. Kevin Tarsa

(my pronouns: he, him, his)
Unitarian Universalist Community of the Mountains
Grass Valley, CA

It may help you to know that Monday is my Sabbath day most weeks, and that Fridays are typically my sermon
writing days. I'll reply to emails and phone messages as soon as | am able beginning the next day. For pastoral

care emergencies any day, please call my cell phone: ||| | | | NN

(Wondering why | list my pronouns? Read HERE. To expand the idea, read the UUA's Inclusive Language
Guidance HERE.)



Abigail Walker

From: EYMANN G

Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 11:48 AM
To: Public Comments

Subject: Voice Mail (1 minute and 8 seconds)
Attachments: audio.mp3

Hi, my name is Glenn. I'm in an I'm a resident of Grass Valley. Address is ||| | GcNING 2 '™ just

calling to make a comment regarding the designation of a site for the African Methodist Episcopal, the IME Church
and school as a city historic site coming from this community which is probably one of the whitest counties in the
state of California, | think it is just so important that we acknowledge and recognize and honor the traditions of the
black community that was here that was important in terms of our history and in terms of the development and
building in this community. | hope that there's an authorization done so that this can be a really important and
noted place in our city and that we honor and support this. That's the end of my comment. Thank you very much.

I ( there's any need to return a call, thank you.

You received a voice mail from EYMANN G .

Thank you for using Transcription! If you don't see a transcript above, it's because the audio quality was not clear enough to
transcribe.

Set Up Voice Mail



Abigail Walker

From: Meg

Sent: Saturday, February 20, 2021 10:33 AM

To: Public Comments

Subject: Designate African Methodist Episcopal Church and School

Good morning,

| am in favor of the designation the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) church and school as a City Historic Site. | also
support placing a kiosk and sign at the site that provides history/information about the church and school and its impact
on the community. | support applying to the the Landmarks Commission for designation of county landmark status.

The AME church in Grass Valley and school was a focal point for expanding civil rights to former enslaved individuals and
free people of color. Mr. Carter, one of the men instrumental in building the AME church in Grass Valley, represented
Nevada County at the first “Colored Convention” held in Sacramento, California. Church members were instrumental in
canvassing the county to find African American men eligible to vote, and the church membership supported the
education of African American children, denied an education in the county’s white only schools, by having a school built
next to the church for those children.

All of this was done in the face of extreme racism at that time in Grass Valley. It is important that Nevada County
remembers all of its history — good and bad — and the shinning examples of its pioneers and founders, including its
African American population.

Thank you.

Meg Curry

Nevada City, CA

Member of Nevada County Historical Society

Sent from Mail for Windows 10



Abigail Walker
From: Michae! Good [

Sent: Saturday, February 20, 2021 11:09 AM
To: Public Comments
Subject: AME church historic site designation

We would be in favor of both the city and the county designating the Church St. site as an historical site. Michael Good,

Joan Girdler Good, (N



Abigail Walker

From: David Bard

Sent: Saturday, February 20, 2021 5:06 PM
To: Public Comments

Subject: AME

Dear Council,

| strongly favor adding the AME Church and School site to the City Historic Sites.

Sincerely,
David Bard



Abigail Walker

From: Gage McKinney

Sent: Saturday, February 20, 2021 5:47 PM

To: Public Comments

Subject: Fw: Comments for Grass Valley City Council Meeting on February 23rd

City Council members:

I strongly support the designation of the AME site as a City Historic Site, the placement of interpretative
signage and a county designation for the same site. Thank you for your consideration & service.

Gage

----- Forwarded Message -----

From: NevadaCountyHisto

To:

Sent: Saturday, February 20, 2021, 9:58:09 AM PST

Subject: Comments for Grass Valley City Council Meeting on February 23rd

Greetings Society Members,

At the Grass Valley City Council Meeting on Tuesday, February 23 the council members will be voting on a
recommendation made by the Grass Valley Historical Commission to:

1. Designate the site of the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church and School (1854-1893) as a City
Historic Site

2. Authorize the funding and placement of a Kiosk sign

3. Authorize an application to be submitted to the Nevada County Landmarks Commission for county
landmark status.

The Council will take public comments up to 5:00 PM on Tuesday, February 23 by voice mail at (530) 274-
4390 or by email to public@cityofgrassvalley.com.

The site, now occupied by four homes c. 1894, was then a 1.6 acre lot on the 300 block of S. Church Street.
If you feel this is a worthy project, please communicate this to the Council using one of the above means.

Respectfully submitted,

Daniel R. Ketcham

President - Board of Directors
Nevada County Historical Society



Abigail Walker

From: Susan Hopkins

Sent: Sunday, February 21, 2021 12:17 PM
To: Public Comments

Subject: AME Church and School

At the Grass Valley City Council Meeting on Tuesday, February 23 the council members will be voting on a
recommendation made by the Grass Valley Historical Commission to:

1. Designate the site of the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church and School (1854-1893) as a City
Historic Site

2. Authorize the funding and placement of a Kiosk sign

3. Authorize an application to be submitted to the Nevada County Landmarks Commission for county
landmark status.

As a community member who would like to see our community more welcoming and inclusive of diversity, it
behoves us to acknowledge our history. Please take action upon the above listed items so that we may grow in
knowledge of our past.

Thank you for your consideration! Susan Hopkins



Abigail Walker
From: I

Sent: Sunday, February 21, 2021 12:40 PM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Recommendation by the Grass Valley Historical Commission

Grass Valley Council Members:

I, as a resident of Grass Valley, am very interested in and in favor of the recommendation of the Grass
Valley Historical Commission regarding the designation of the African Methodist Episcopal Church and School
as a City Historic Site. It is timely not only because of Black History Month, but more so because of a rising
awareness of African American events, leaders, and people who have been omitted from our history in the
past.

Thank you,

Barbara Dean



Abigail Walker

From: Bernie Zimmerman

Sent: Sunday, February 21, 2021 2:32 PM
To: Public Comments

Subject: AME Church

1 chair the Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission. | write to urge you to accept the recommendation of your Historical Commission
to designate the site on which the African Methodist Episcopal Church was located as a historic site.

Too frequently the history of Nevada County during the Gold Rush era does not adequately address the non-white communities that contributed
to the development of Nevada County. It is therefore important for Grass Valley to recognize the contribution of its substantial black community
by providing historical status for one of its important institutions, the African Methodist Episcopal Church that was located on Church St. If that
is done, the Landmarks Commission intends to recommend to the Board of Supervisors that the church also be registered as a county
landmark.

Thank you for your attention.



Abigail Walker

From: Brian Fry

Sent: Sunday, February 21, 2021 6:55 PM

To: Public Comments

Subject: Designation of site of AME Church and School

Dear Grass Valley City Council Members:

| wholeheartedly hope you will approve the recommendation of the historical society to designate the site of
the former African Methodist Episcopal church and school as an historic site, with appropriate signage to
help Grass Valley citizens and visitors become aware that we once had an AME congregation here and a
community of black persons living here to keep that church and school operating for close to

40 years.

As a long-time resident in Grass Valley and member of Nevada City United Methodist Church, | was amazed
to learn from the excellent article in The Union a week ago that both Grass Valley and Nevada City had AME
churches during the last half of the Nineteenth Century. How did | not know this, with my strong Methodist
connections and interest in promoting racial justice in our community?

| am so pleased that the historical society is bringing this part of our history to light. | am wondering what
were the circumstances which caused the demise or closing of those AME churches and schools. Why, in the
42 years | have lived in Grass Valley and Nevada City have | always just assumed that our region has been
minimally populated by black Americans—and that it was always like that? What was the “Copperhead”
movement and how was that experienced by the black population in our towns during the mid to late
1800’s? | trust that this designation as an historical site will lead to further education and understanding by
myself and others about the history of race relations close to home. It may help us move forward in
unpacking some of the progress we need to make in our current struggles to dismantle racism.

Sincerely,

Brian Fi



Abigail Walker

From:

Sent: Monday, February 22, 2021 2:14 PM

To: Public Comments

Subject: SUPPORT DESIGNATING THE SITE OF THE AME CHURCH AS AN HISTORIC SITE

Dear GV City Council Members:

| strongly support designating the site of the AME Church and School as a City
Historic Site as well the funding and placement of a Kiosk sign and encourage the
NCLC to officially name the site as having county landmark status.

Thank you for your attention to this.

Sincerely,

Lynn Wenzel

Member Nevada County Historical Society

Director of Communications for Nevada County Citizens for Choice
Co-President of Business & Professional Women of Nevada County, Scholarship
board

Member NC John Oldham DAR



Abigail Walker

From:

Sent: Monday, February 22, 2021 2:45 PM
To: Public Comments

Subject: AME Church

1. Designate the site of the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church and School (1854-1893) as a City Historic Site
2. Authorize the funding and placement of a Kiosk sign

3. Authorize an application to be submitted to the Nevada County Landmarks Commission for county landmark status.

As a resident of Grass Valley (304 Vistamont), | support the above proposals that have been recommended by the
Grass Valley Historical Commission.

Thank you

Cicely Brookover



Abigail Walker

From: Michelle Amador

Sent: Monday, February 22, 2021 3:25 PM
To: Public Comments

Subject: Landmark designation

I'm a resident of Grass Valley and have appreciated the City’s efforts in recent years to help the entire history of our
community be visible.

For this reason, | am writing to support the designation of the AME Church and School as historic sites.

I hope you will authorize the approval to the landmarks commission as well as the funding and creation of a kiosk to
honor another great facet of our city’s rich history.

Thank you!

Michelle



Abigail Walker

From: Itara O'Connell

Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 1:44 AM
To: Public Comments

Subject: Site designation

Dear Grass Valley City Council. Among the many things you have before you, please do the following:

1. Designate the site of the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church and School (1854-1893) as a City Historic Site
2. Authorize the funding and placement of a Kiosk sign
3. Authorize an application to be submitted to the Nevada County Landmarks Commission for county landmark status.

Thank you for acting on this proposal.
Itara O'Connell



Abigail Walker

From: Judith McCarrick

Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 9:45 AM

To: Public Comments

Subject: Designation of AME church and school as a city historical site.

Dear Council Members:

| would like to add my support to the designation of this site in Grass Valley’s history. It is important
that all races, cultures and ethnicities that have played a role in our county’s and city’s history be
acknowledged.
Thank you,
Judith McCarrick
Nevada City, CA

Sent from my iPhone



Abigail Walker

From: Irene Frazier

Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 11:59 AM
To: Public Comments

Subject: Historical Society Recommendation
Dear City Council,

I applaud the Historical Commission’s recommendation to designate the African Methodist Episcopal Church as an
Historic Site. Several years ago, | attended a local history lecture where | learned for the first time of the active Black
community in Nevada County during the 19" century. | was amazed that | had not known about this, especially because
of how much we take such pride in our local history. It's time we right this omission and honor the Black citizens who
helped build our town.

Sincerely,
Irene Frazier

Grass Valley, CA



Abigail Walker
From: Atiison [

Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 12:11 PM

To: Public Comments

Subject: | support the designation of the AME City Historic Site
Hello,

| am writing in support of designating the site of the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church and School
(1854-1893) as a City Historic Site.

Our community will greatly benefit from honoring this history. Education with a Kiosk sign and county
landmark status will be a respectful response to this rich heritage and its place in our community’s history.

Thank you for voting yes on all these recommendations from the Grass Valley Historical Commission.

Allison Rivers Samson
Nevada City, CA



Abigail Walker

From: WIRELESS CALLER

Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 12:04 PM
To: Public Comments

Subject: Voice Mail (48 seconds)
Attachments: audio.mp3

Yes, my name is Jim Perkins ||| || | | | QNUEEEEEI i Grass Valley. | am the president of the Board of the Unitarian
Universalist Community of the mountains, and I'm calling to strongly endorsed the designation of the side of the
African Methodist Episcopal Church in school as a city historic side and authorize the funding in place. But is a kiosk
sign? | think it's important, Lee College, the history that the black community is played in the early development of
Grass Valley, and this would be a very appropriate way to do that. So we hope you will strongly consider that. Thank
you.

You received a voice mail from WIRELESS CALLER.

Thank you for using Transcription! If you don't see a transcript above, it's because the audio quality was not clear enough to
transcribe.

Set Up Voice Mail



Abigail Walker

From: Carmen Riley

Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 2:18 PM
To: Public Comments

Subject: Historical Recognition Black Church GV

To Whom It May Concern:

I wish to encourage the GV City Council to vote Yes regarding full historical recognition of the former Black church
previously located on South Church St in GV including site location documentation.

Thank you.

Carmen Riley

95945

Sent from Mail for Windows 10



Abigail Walker

From: Ellen Macdonald

Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 2:31 PM
To: Public Comments

Subject: The AME Church and School

I am writing in support of the recommendation of the site of the Grass Valley Historical Commission to designate the
African Methodist Episcopal Church and School as a City Historical Site. | am asking for your vote of support for this
designation.

| also urge you to vote in favor of the placement of a kiosk sign at the site and for authorization of an application to be
submitted to the Nevada County Landmarks Commission for county landmark status.

Thanks so much for your consideration of this request.

Ellen Macdonald




Abigail Walker

From:

Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 3:29 PM

To: Public Comments

Cc:

Subject: Support for AME church grounds historic landmark designation.

Dear Historical Society

| support the application to designate the site as a historical landmark.

Any Kiosk or plaque should indicate the back story as well. Who the original natives were and that
the land was not ceded but stolen and then sold to subsequent generations of colonists and
settlers? How long the AME church lasted and why it ceased to be? As full a picture as possible,
please.

Sincerely
Guarionex Delgado
Member of the bipoc community.

Guarionex Delgado




Abigail Walker

From: George Dunstan

Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 3:39 PM

To: Public Comments

Subject: Support for the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church and School (1854-1893) as a

City Historic Site

I support the following recommendations made by the Grass Valley Historical Commission and urge the Grass Valley City
Council to approve them:

1. Designate the site of the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church and School (1854-1893)
as a City Historic Site

2. Authorize the funding and placement of a Kiosk sign

3. Authorize an application to be submitted to the Nevada County Landmarks Commission for
county landmark status.

Respectfully,

George Dunstan
Chicago Park



Abigail Walker

From: Cheryl Neil

Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 4:05 PM

To: COGV General Voicemail

Subject: City council meeting agenda item 6 for 23 Feb 2021

Dear Council Members,

In regards to Agenda ltem 6 for the council meeting tonight, | would like to say that | am in favor of the
recommendation for AME historic desgnationm, kiosk and sign and funding to maintain.

Please pass this item

Cheil Neil

6. Historical Commission Recommendation of Historic Site Designation of the African
Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church formally located at 315, 319, 321 & 323 South Church Street

RECOMMENDATION: The Historical Commission recommends that the City Council: 1)
designate the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church as a Historic Site; 2) authorize the
placement and allocate supplemental funding of a Kiosk Sign; and, 3) authorize an application
to be submitted to the Nevada County Landmarks Commission, which includes the following
actions:

i. Determine the project Statutorily Exempt as the appropriate level of environmental review

in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and Guidelines;

ii. Adopt Findings of Fact for designation of the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church

as a Historical Site as presented in the Staff Report; and,

iii. Approve the site as a Historical Site as presented in the Staff Report.



Abisail Walker

From:

Sent: Friday, February 19, 2021 12:40 PM

To: Public Comments

Subject: Public comment for Feb. 23

Attachments: IMM Feb. 2021 comments to GV City Council.docx

City Council Members,

I sent this in last week, but realize that your meeting is on the 23",
Please consider these statements.

Thank you.

Sharon Delgado



Feb. 15, 2021
Guarionex Delgado

Grass Valley Planning Commission
public(@cityofgrassvalley.com

RE: Comments regarding Reopening the Idaho-Maryland Mine

This statement is submitted on behalf of Earth Justice Ministries, a locally-based interfaith
nonprofit dedicated to the work of peace, justice, and the restoration of the community of life.
Our work is primarily local, but we think globally and address today’s interrelated issues from a
spiritual perspective. We have two primary concerns that we would like you to address regarding
the proposal to reopen the Idaho-Maryland Mine.

First, our concerns are not only about the many isolated problems that will arise if the mine is
reopened, but about the cumulative impacts that these problems will cause. The list of concerns
that people have voiced are all interrelated. Ancient wisdom and scientific evidence affirm that
humans are part of the interdependent community of life. Reopening the mine would negatively
impact the quality of air, water, soil, and the health of plants and wildlife in our area, but a
degraded bioregion would also impact human health. The tremendous increase in energy
required would result in a much greater regional carbon footprint, which means that reopening
the mine would accelerate climate change, which disproportionately harms those who are most
vulnerable and would create immense hardship for future generations. Many people and
organizations in our community are working hard to preserve the gifts of creation in this place
and to transition to a world of climate justice. The cumulative impacts of noise from drilling and
heavy machinery running night and day, damage to roads caused by trucks carrying tons of toxic
tailing (even through town), the release of asbestos from tons of rock being crushed every day,
wells running dry because of the massive dewatering operations, it is important to look at all
these problems as pointing to a project that will not help, but will harm individuals who live near
the mine, our dear Nevada County community, and the interrelated community of life of which
we are a part. Even the issue of aesthetics should be seen in this larger context of overall quality
of life, as many people find spiritual comfort in the beauty of this place, even while it nurtures
biodiversity.

The gold extracted from this mine will not stay here but will be exported to Canada. The jobs
will be temporary, with many suitable only for people from outside the area. The impacts will be
with us for generations, as we know from the lasting impacts of legacy mining. To us, this is a
spiritual and moral issue. Temporary jobs and corporate profits should not supersede the well-
being of individuals, communities, the larger world, or future generations.

Guarionex Delgado, President
Earth Justice Ministries



Abigail Walker

From: Luke Richter

Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 7:50 AM

To: Public Comments

Subject: Public Comment - | oppose the reopening of the Idaho-Maryland Mine

My name is Luke Richter. | live in District 1. | am a small agriculture business owner and oppose the reopening of the
Idaho-Maryland Mine.

Historically, mining has been destructive at multiple levels:

e Federal - The 1976 Federal Land Policy Management Act (FLPMA) - halted and restricted unnecessary or undue
degradation of lands.

e State - California's First Environmental Law was a result of Marysville destruction due to mining.

e County - The Lava Cap Mine - Now a Superfund Site due to high levels of toxicity from mining with currently no
remediation plans

Historically, mining has negatively impacted the water supply:

o My well will be harmed, reducing the ability to grow healthy and sustainable agriculture.

e My business will be harmed, removing the jobs available to the surrounding Nevada County community.

e My life will be harmed, a fundamental right we are all given due to the Declaration of Independence and food
and water are the essentials to live.

My name is Luke Richter. | live in District 1. 1 am a small agriculture business owner and oppose the reopening of the
Idaho-Maryland Mine.



Abigail Walker
From: Jeanne Neil [ IIGNGNGNGNGNGNNEEEEEE

Sent: Monday, February 22, 2021 4:22 PM
To: Public Comments

Subject: Restrooms

Hello,

Our family lives in Morgan Ranch community. We take our special needs son weekly to play basketball and throw the
ball at the Mautino Park at 10609 Alta Street in Grass Valley.
https://www.cityofgrassvalley.com/post/parks#

We have tried to utilize the restrooms at this park and have noticed they have been closed.

We have also noticed people and their children peeing in the trees or bushes of this park because the restrooms are
closed.

i called the parks and recreation office and Zac stated the city does not have staffing to clean and keep the bathrooms
open.

Please find a solution for this at your next meeting and get back to me!
Thank you
Jeanne Wong

Sent from my iPhone



Abigail Walker

From: Lisa Fox

Sent: Friday, February 19, 2021 3:32 PM
To: Public Comments

Subject: Mill St.

I’m submitting my suggestion that Mill St retain a pedestrian only section. This allows for relaxed gathering
and increased patronage for nearby businesses. It creates an environment that encourages meet ups and
fosters community.

Parking needs can perhaps be factored in, by finding more options nearby.

Thank you,

Lisa Fox

Sent from my iPhone



Abigail Walker

From: Jeanne Neil

Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 1:42 PM

To:

Cc:

Subject: PSPS,Morgan Ranch community in Grass Valley CA, and traffic lights.

Hello PGE wildfire safety council.

Morgan Ranch community is located in the district boundaries of the city of Grass Valley. We are a
community of several hundred homes. All our gas and power lines are all underground. We have zero
overhead PGE ELECTRICAL power lines overhead in our community.

Down the street is a retirement community called Eskaton. There are also several hundred retirees living
there. All electric and gas lines are also underground.

| have lived in Morgan Ranch for 9 years now. We were sold this home being told by our realtor and real
estate broker, who is on the board of realtors, that Morgan Ranch is on the hospital grid and our power
would never go out!

In the last 3 years now, Morgan Ranch community has had its power shut off on numerous occasions during
the PGE psps.

For some reason, all our homes now get their power shut off, even though we are supposed to be on a grid
that stays running. Yet when there is a fire less than 2 miles away (Jonesbar fire) our power stayed on?
There is no rhyme or reason as to why our power is shut off for safety when we have underground power
lines in our community.

Lastly, every year when the PGE psps shutoff happens here, our 4 way stop light at Morgan Ranch Drive and

Ridge Road crossing is completely down and not functioning during the PSPS.
| have called this in several times to the city of Grass Valley and nothing was done to warn drivers of the

stop lights being out. No @ signs put out or anything. So when drivers in all directions drive through the 4
way stop, many out of town drivers drive straight through the intersection not noticing lights are out! We
have been in near miss accidents twice now because of the traffic signals being out during psps.

Please put this in the agenda for your next meetings and reply to me.

Thank you

Jeanne Wong

Sent from my iPhone



Abigail Walker

From: Robert Hubbard

Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 4:37 PM
To: Public Comments

Subject: Idaho Maryland Mine

Dear City Council Members:

| am opposed to reopening the Idaho Maryland mine for a number of reasons. The potential risks to our
wells, our air, traffic, our peace and quiet and the like, are known. The mitigation of those risks is,
according to the applicants, also known. That is a discussion for another time.

What has not been addressed is the character of the community in which we live. Grass Valley is a small,
vibrant community set in the midst of woodlands and meadows, and we share this setting with the other
residents who were here before men arrived, the woodland creatures. On our property, close to the
Brunswick site, we have resident deer. Flocks of woodpeckers patrol the forest. There are foxes, and we
hear coyotes yipping at night. There is a neighborhood bear who frequently upends garbage cans indiscreetly
put out too early. This, as much as the fact of a Grass Valley address gives our home the depth of character
that it has.

If the mine is re-opened, the noise and vibration, even if kept within legally prescribed limits, will drive
away these creatures who give our homes the full, rich character that they now have and the neighborhood
will become more like an elaborate movie set; all of the visuals, but none of the depth.

When we bought this property, we were fully aware that it was next to a former mine, but that property
was zoned Light Industrial, and mining is not permitted on property thus zoned. In order to reopen the
mine, the Brunswick site will need to be re-zoned to permit mining. To do so will effectively rezone the
entire, fully built up residential neighborhood surrounding the Brunswick site, no matter what the map
designation is; the entire character of the neighborhood will be changed by the mine.

This rezoning will also adversely affect our property values, a result that cannot be mitigated.

No benefit has been described that could not be met by another employer of similar size, since the only
benefit is the payroll. This project will last for 80 years. No one alive today except small children will live to
see the results of the decision that will set Grass Valley on an unstoppable path toward an end that cannot
be foreseen. | ask the Grass Valley City Council to join me in opposing this unnecessary project.

Sincerely,

Robert Hubbard



February 23, 2021

To: Grass Valley City Council

Re: African Methodist Church Historical Site Designation

Dear Honorable Mayor and Grass Valley City Council members, | am writing to support the Historical Commission's
proposal to recognize the African Methodist Episcopal's (AME) past site as a historical site. As we celebrate Black History
month, you have an opportunity through your actions today to formally acknowledge and celebrate the AME Church.

The AME church was not only a place of worship and education; it was a refuge for black people, the nexus that brought
them together to form a vibrant, supportive community-within-a community. Please consider recognizing the African
Methodist Episcopal Church's formal site as a historic site, authorizing the placement and funding of a Kiosk Sign, and
authorizing an application to the Nevada County Landmarks Commission for appropriate action.

Thank you
Tracy Pepper, Executive Director

Color Me Human



Abigail Walker

From:

Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 4:46 PM

To: Public Comments

Subject: City Council Meeting Comments - Historical Commission

| am writing in support of the proposed 3 recommendations of the Grass Valley Historical Commission regarding
designation of the Site of the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church and School (1854-1893) as
a City Historic Site. This would be a wonderful opportunity to further increase people’s
knowledge of the rich history of our community.

All the best,
Becky Gillespie

Sent from my iPhone



Abigail Walker

From: WIRELESS CALLER <_>

Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 7:19 PM
To: Public Comments

Subject: Voice Mail (2 minutes and 18 seconds)
Attachments: audio.mp3

Hello fine citizens of Grass Valley. This is Matthew Coulter and my comment public comment for this evening if
allowed still under the Constitution is that the homeless situation? The transient situation? The violent situation that
is taking place on every block in the city limits is just out of control to Brunswick Basin is just non stop violence. An
action and overdoses and people on the streets that require a massive police fire and ambulance response to only
find out that they are just kind of taken a nap because they're drunk. So | hope that we can as a community address
these issues. Admit we have a problem, admits that it's going to get worse and get in front of it. Same thing | said
probably 5-6 years ago at the counsel, but nothing was done. Then nothing's been done. Now there's a long waiting
list for any type of shelter for anyone. Yet millions and millions of dollars are coming in to the County from the state
for this exact problem, so | hope between all of you highly educated individuals that you can come up with some
ideas that we can move forward on immediately. Not next year, five years from now, 10 years from now, some other,
but it's some other persons problem. It's all of our problems. We deal with it on a daily basis. It is becoming so
dangerous to get 1/2 gallon of milk that people are not going out to do it. | think they are opting to stay in their car
and drive to the food bank and have food put in their car and get home and lock their door again because we have
14 year olds doing armed robberies on the streets in Nevada City and many heinous things going on here that seem
to be just ignored, including fires right up against the Police Department wall at her law from a transient sleeping in
the Bush is. So please take these things into consideration and see what you can do. Thanks a lot.

You received a voice mail from WIRELESS CALLER.

Thank you for using Transcription! If you don't see a transcript above, it's because the audio quality was not clear enough to
transcribe.

Set Up Voice Mail



Abigail Walker

From: Patti Galle
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 7:23 PM
To: Public Comments

Cc:

- Mou with HH

As criminal activity and drug use does not seem to be getting better and funded programs past and
present have not made anything better | am not really seeing in the MOU a clear path or set of
procedures for data collection on the effect of the program, attaining success, or impacting crime and
drug abuse.

My tenant at my home at ||| suffered a large theft and this impacts me as | want to maintain
good and reliable tenants. For the 10 years | lived on Race there has been theft and | would have
hoped to be seeing a decline.

Just spending the money and not meticulously following the progress of the client is going to keep us
in our current state.

Using traditional methods with this money is senseless also. There should be money spent on
research of new programs and rehab that are being done and they should be implemented in our
community. What is this team going to offer these people? |did not see that. Ifitis just the usual
with the usual suspects nothing will change.

| live too far away now to not have good tenants who are going to care for my investment. | have a
stake in the city being successful. | don't particularly see the 1/2 million dollars you have mapped out
doing much good.

What is the plan?? We don't need another CCP with millions and millions of dollars spent and
nothing to show for it.

Patti Galle
@®Baja Del Mar



Abigail Walker

From: audrey schwartz

Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 7:26 PM
To: Public Comments

Subject: Current Item

To City Council Members,

Will you please

1. Designate the site of the

African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church and School (1854-1893) as a City Historic Site?

2. Will you please Authorize the funding and placement of a Kiosk sign ?

3. Will you please Authorize an application to be submitted to the Nevada County Landmarks Commission for
county landmark status?

Thank you,
Audrey



Abigail Walker

From: audrey schwartz

Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 8:01 PM
To: Public Comments

Subject: Current item

Can we please start a program that is a strictly crisis response program that doesn’t law enforcement?

Sent from my iPhone



Abigail Walker

From: Patti Galle

Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 8:03 PM
To: Public Comments

Subject: Fw: Mou with HH

You didn;t submit my comments!!

Patti Galle
®Baja Del Mar

ST

Subject: Mou with HH

As criminal activity and drug use does not seem to be getting better and funded programs past and
present have not made anything better | am not really seeing in the MOU a clear path or set of
procedures for data collection on the effect of the program, attaining success, or impacting crime and
drug abuse.

My tenant at my home msuﬁered a large theft and this impacts me as | want to maintain
good and reliable tenants. For the 10 years | lived on Race there has been theft and | would have

hoped to be seeing a decline.

Just spending the money and not meticulously following the progress of the client is going to keep us
in our current state.

Using traditional methods with this money is senseless also. There should be money spent on
research of new programs and rehab that are being done and they should be implemented in our
community. What is this team going to offer these people? | did not see that. Ifitis just the usual
with the usual suspects nothing will change.

| live too far away now to not have good tenants who are going to care for my investment. | have a
stake in the city being successful. | don't particularly see the 1/2 million dollars you have mapped out
doing much good.

What is the plan?? We don't need another CCP with millions and millions of dollars spent and
nothing to show for it.

Patti Galle



@Baja Del Mar
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