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NEVADA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
BOARD AGENDA MEMO


MEETING DATE:	January 22, 2024 

TO:	Board of Supervisors

FROM:	Jeffrey Thorsby, Chief of Staff/Clerk of the Board 

[bookmark: _Hlk85371289]SUBJECT:	Legislative Affairs Panel Discussion 



RECOMMENDATION: Participate in an interactive discussion with Legislative Panel.

FUNDING: N/A

BACKGROUND: Legislative advocacy is done both directly by the Board, staff, and through the county’s lobbying firms, and indirectly through member associations. The county works with Shaw Yoder Antwih Schmelzer & Lange (SYASL) for its direct state advocacy and Paragon Government Relations for its direct federal advocacy program.  Throughout 2024, both advocates worked directly with county staff to advance the Board’s priorities and legislative platform. This included monthly meetings with both with the county on Federal and State advocacy.  
 
The Board of Supervisors also play a pivotal role through active participation in membership associations that include California State Association of Counties (CSAC), Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC), and National Association of Counties (NACo). In addition, the county is linked to a wide variety of other associations through the county’s elected officials, department heads, and senior executives. As examples, these include, but are not limited to, California Welfare Directors Association (CWDA), California Behavioral Health Directors Association (CBHDA), California Association of County Veterans Services Officers, National Association of County Veteran Services, California Emergency Services Association (CESA), California State Sheriff’s Association, California Association of County Treasures and Tax Collectors, California Association of State Auditors.  
  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Currently, Supervisor Hall serves as the County’s representative to both CSAC and NACo. In 2024, Supervisor Hall served as the Chair for the CSAC Agriculture, Environment, and Natural Resources Policy Committee (AENR) and chaired its Ad Hoc Subcommittee on Wildfire Insurance. She also served on the the NACo Outdoor Recreation Public Lands Policy Subcommittee, and currently serves as on NACo’s Justice & Public Safety Policy Steering Committee. Supervisor Hall has also been tasked to serve on NACo’s newly formed Intergovernmental Disaster Reform Task Force as the lead regarding insurance issues. 

Supervisor Hoek serves as the county’s representative to RCRC. Supervisor Tucker and Supervisor Bullock serve as the alternates to RCRC and CSAC and NACo, respectively. County Executive Officer Alison Lehman is also the co-chair of the CSAC Women’s Leadership Caucus and Chief of Staff Jeffrey Thorsby serves on the NACo Rural Action Caucus and Finance, Pensions & Intergovernmental Affairs Policy Steering Committee and on its Tribal Affairs Subcommittee. 
 
To help provide an overview of upcoming legislative issues, the Board will participate in an interactive discussion legislative panel regarding upcoming legislative issues, member association priorities and state funding challenges/opportunities. The panel will include SYASL Partner Paul Yoder, Paragon Government Relations President and Senior Legislative Associate Joe Krahn and Hasan Sarsour (virtual participation), CSAC Chief Policy Officer Jacqueline Wong-Hernandez, and RCRC Policy Advocate Sarah Dukett. Each panelist will be asked to provide a brief overview of what their organization’s priorities will be for the upcoming year and their anticipation of the upcoming legislative sessions. Following will include an interactive discussion between the Board and the legislative panel. 
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