




















CITY OF NEVADA CITY 

CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 
  
 
MEETING OF:  September 13, 2023      Agenda Item No. 07 
 

Subject: Consideration of a Plaque Request from the Nevada 
County Landmarks Commission for the Carter Drummond 
Family Homesite 
 
 
 
From:  Sean Grayson, City Manager 
 

 Date:  September 6, 2023 

Reviewed & Approved: 
                              
City Manager:  
                             
City Attorney:   

 
Recommended Action:  Approve the application and authorize the City Manager to sign it. 
 

 
ISSUE STATEMENT AND DISCUSSION:  
 
The Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission has requested that the City consider being the host 
(landowner) of a plaque for a Historical Landmark Registration Application recognizing the Jennie and 
Dennis Drummond Carter Homesite. The application was scheduled before the Vibrancy Strategic Initiative 
Committee on September 7, 2023, as the meeting was cancelled this item is coming before the City Council 
without a recommendation from the committee. The proposed plaque location would be the City owned 
triangle of right-of-way at the intersection of Drummond Street and American Hill Road. The plaque would 
be attached to an existing or relocated granite bolder on the site. The attached application includes a History 
and Description of the Proposed Landmark, the Historically Significant Aspects of the Property, the 
Contributions of Jennie Carter, and the Contributions of Dennis Drummond Carter. Also attached are a map 
and location for the plaque. Existing City Council policy requires the City Council to approve plaque 
language when place on City property. The proposed plaque language (attached) is as follows: 
 

CARTER FAMILY HOMESITE 
 
Jennie Correll Carter and Dennis Drummond Carter, prominent Black pioneers, married in Nevada 
City in 1866. From 1867 to 1873 they lived across Drummond Street from this plaque. Dennis 
Carter had bought the property years earlier and Drummond Street is believed to have been named 
after his mother's family. The couple later moved to what is now Grove Street. Dennis Carter was 
an accomplished musician, music teacher and civil rights advocate. Jennie Carter was an 
accomplished writer and journalist who was the local correspondent for The Elevator, a San 
Francisco newspaper serving the Black community in northern California. Jennie Carter died in 
1881 and is buried in Pine Grove Cemetery. Dennis Carter died in 1894 and is likely buried in the 
adjacent unmarked grave. 
 
Landmark registered by Nevada County 
, 2023: NEV 23-?  
Plaque dedicated 2023 by the  
Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission 



If the City Council approves the request, the item requires approval by the Nevada County Board of 
Supervisors upon presentation from the Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission. 
 
FINANCIAL AND/OR POLICY IMPLICATIONS:  
 
None. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT:  
 
This action is consistent with the strategic initiative of Vibrancy: Arts, Culture, and Distinction. The action 
specifically addresses goal #4, “Engage the arts community and all stakeholders in identifying the unique 
vibrancy of Nevada City and how to maintain and expand it.” 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS: 
 
Not applicable. 
 
LEGAL REVIEW:     
 
City Attorney Pucci has reviewed this item and finds that the recommended action complies with the law. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  
 
 Landmarks Application 
 Map and Location 
 Plaque Language 
 





CARTER FAMILY HOMESITE  

Landmark registered by Nevada County

, 2023: NEV 23-? 

Plaque dedicated 2023 by the 
Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission


 Jennie Correll Carter and Dennis Drummond Carter, prominent 
Black pioneers, married in Nevada City in 1866.  From 1867 to 1873 
they lived across Drummond Street from this plaque. Dennis Carter had 
bought the property years earlier and Drummond Street is believed to 
have been named after his mother's family.  The couple later moved to 
what is now Grove Street. Dennis Carter was an accomplished 
musician, music teacher and civil rights advocate. Jennie Carter was an 
accomplished writer and journalist who was the local correspondent for 
The Elevator, a San Francisco newspaper serving the Black community 
in northern California. Jennie Carter died in 1881 and is buried in Pine 
Grove Cemetery. Dennis Carter died in 1894 and is likely buried in the 
adjacent unmarked grave.  



CITY OF NEVADA CITY 

ACTION MINUTES 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 13, 2023 

NOTE: This meeting is available to view on the City's website www.nevadacityca.gov - Go to Quick 

Links and Click on Agendas & Minutes and find the Archived Videos in the middle of the screen. Select 

the meeting date and Click on Video to watch the meeting. For website assistance, please contact 

Gabrielle Christakes, Deputy City Clerk at (530} 265-2496, ext 133. 

- City Council Meetings are available on DVD. To order, contact City Hall - cost is $15.00 per DVD.

- Closed Session Meetings are not recorded.

REGULAR MEETING - 6:30 PM - Call to Order 

NISENAN TRIBE RECOGNITION 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

Roll Call: Present: Mayor Fernandez, Councilmembers Petersen, Kline, Ced 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA: 

Action: Motion by Kline, seconded by Fleming to adopt the Agenda for September13, 2023 Meeting 

(Approved 5-0} Fernandez, Petersen, Fleming, Kline, Ceci 

PUBLIC COMMENT (Per Government Code Section 54954.3} 

Please refer to the meeting video on the City's website at www.nevadacityca.gov. 

PRESENTATIONS 

Proclamation: National Hispanic Heritage Month 2023 

Proclamation: Prostate Cancer Awareness Month 2023 

CONSENT ITEMS:_ 

1. Action Minutes August 23, 2023, Regular Meeting

Recommended Action: Review and approve the minutes

2. Accounts Payable - August 2023

Recommended Action: Receive and file the report

3. Police Activity Report August 2023

Recommended Action: Receive and file the report

4. Building Activity Report August 2023

Recommended Action: Receive and file the report

Action: Motion by Petersen, Seconded by Ceci, to approve items 1 through 4 on Consent 

(Approved 5-0) Fernandez, Petersen, Fleming, Kline, Ceci 



PUBLIC HEARING 

5. Conduct a Public Hearing in Consideration of Adoption of Resolution 2023-42: A Resolution of
the City Council of the City of Nevada City, California, Determining the Initial Study and
Negative Declaration (IS/ND) is Adequate and Approving General Plan Amendment GPA
2023-01 Adopting the 2023 Climate Adaptation and Public Safety Element (CAPSE) of the
General Plan

Recommended Action: Conduct a public hearing considering the inclusion of provided comments 
and adopt the resolutions 

Action: Motion by Fleming, Seconded by Kline, to approve Resolution 2023-42: A Resolution of 

the City Council of the City of Nevada City, California, Determining the Initial Study 

(Approved 5-0) Fernandez, Petersen, Fleming, Kline, Ceci 

6. Conduct a Public Hearing in Consideration of Ordinance 2023-09: An Ordinance of the City
Council of the City of Nevada City Adding Chapter 2.38 ("Public Arts Commission") to Title 2
("Administration and Personnel") of the City of Nevada City Municipal Code, Relating to the
Establishment of a Public Arts Commission

Recommended Action: Hold first reading, waive reading of Ordinance in its entirety, read by title 
only, and schedule for second reading and adoption September 27, 2023 

Action: Motion by Kline, Seconded by Fleming, to Hold first reading, waive reading of Ordinance 

in its entirety, read by title only, and schedule for second reading and adoption September 27, 

2023 

(Approved 4-1) Fernandez, Petersen, Fleming, Kline 
Noes: Ceci 

BUSINESS 

7. Consideration of a Plaque Request from the Nevada County Landmarks Commission for the
Carter Drummond Family Homesite
Recommended Action: Approve the application and authorize the City Manager to sign the
application

Action: Motion by Fleming, Seconded by Ceci to approve application and authorize the City Manager 
to sign the application 
(Approved 5-0) Fernandez, Petersen, Fleming, Kline, Ceci 

8. Consideration of Adoption of Resolution 2023-41: A Resolution of the City Council of the City
of Nevada City, California, Updating the City Council Standards and Procedures Manual for
Public Requests to Consider Consent Items for Discussion and for Disruptive Behavior at
Meetings Procedures
Recommended Action: Adopt the resolution

Action: Motion by Petersen, Seconded by Ceci, to Approve Resolution 2023-41 of the City Council of 
the City of Nevada City, California, Updating the City Council Standards and Procedures Manual for 
Public Requests to Consider Consent Items for Discussion and for Disruptive Behavior at Meetings 
Procedures 
(Approved 5-0) Fernandez, Petersen, Fleming, Kline, Ceci 

9. Consideration of Adoption of Resolution 2023-43: Electing to be Subject to the Public
Employees' Medical and Hospital Care Act at an Unequal Amount for Employees and
Annuitants (Cal PERS all Employees) and Consideration of Adoption of Resolution 2023-44�
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Electing to be Subject to the Public Employees' Medical and Hospital Care Act at an Unequal 
Amount for Employees and Annuitants (Non PERS Elected Officials) 
Recommended Action: Adopt the resolutions 

Action: Motion by Fleming, Seconded by Kline, to Approve Resolution 2023-43: Electing to be Subject 
to the Public Employees' Medical and Hospital Care Act at an Unequal Amount for Employees and 
Annuitants (CalPERS all Employees) 
(Approved 5-0) Fernandez, Petersen, Fleming, Kline, Ceci 

Action: Motion by Fleming, Seconded by Ceci to Approve Resolution 2023-44: Electing to be Subject to 
the Public Employees' Medical and Hospital Care Act at an Unequal Amount for Employees and 
Annuitants (Non PERS Elected Officials) (Approved 5-0) Fernandez, Petersen, Fleming, Kline, Ceci 
(Approved 5-0) Fernandez, Petersen, Fleming, Kline, Ceci 

CITY MANAGER AND COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS: Verbal report provided 

ADJOURNMENT: 8:51 PM 

AYES: FERNANDEZ, PETERSEN, FLEMING, KLINE, CECI 

NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 

ABSENT: 

ATTEST: 

Ni:1Locke, City Clerk 
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