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396 HAYES STREET, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94102 ELLISON FOLK
T: (415) 552-7272 F: (415) 552-5816 Attorney
www.smwlaw.com Folk@smwlaw.com

October 27, 2023

Via Electronic Mail Only

Board of Supervisors

Nevada County

950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, California 95959
bdofsupervisors@nevadacountyca.gov

Re: Response to Idaho-Maryland Mine Vested Rights Petition

Dear Board Members:

On behalf of the Community Environmental Advocates Foundation, we
write in response to the Idaho-Maryland Mine Vested Rights Petition (“Petition™)
submitted to the Nevada County Board of Supervisors (“Board”) by Rise Grass Valley,
Inc. (“Rise”). The Petition alleges that Rise holds a vested right to conduct gold mining
operations throughout an extensive surface and subsurface estate in Nevada County that
Rise calls the “Vested Mine Property” (the “Property”). The Property includes the site of
the Idaho-Maryland Mine, a historical gold mine that closed permanently in 1956.

The Petition should be rejected. At the outset, the notion that Rise could
retain a legal right to resume a nonconforming use that has not been carried out in nearly
seventy years is absurd. Even assuming that a vested right to mine gold existed at some
point, that right has long since been abandoned. The Petition attempts to avoid this
obvious conclusion by distorting the law and the facts. Among other things, it ignores the
unambiguous mandates in the County’s Land Use and Development Code. It elides any
distinction between mining gold and quarrying waste rock. And it glosses over volumes
of evidence from numerous sources showing that all gold mining operations on the
Property were, in fact, abandoned decades ago. But try as it might, Rise cannot escape the
legal reality that it has no vested right to mine gold on the Property.

The Board should also recognize Rise’s Petition for what it is. Rise has
owned the subject Property for nearly seven years. It applied for County permits to begin
gold mining operations four years ago. Yet only now is Rise claiming that it actually held
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a vested right to mine gold all along. Rise’s Petition is a cynical response to the County’s
Planning Commission’s unanimous recommendation that the Board reject Rise’s project
and decline to certify its environmental impact report. Rise could have tried to make its
case that the Planning Commissioners—and the County’s residents—were wrong.

Instead, Rise has opted to circumvent the legislative process by asserting that the County
must allow Rise to build and operate its massive gold mine. This last-ditch argument is as
wrong on the merits as it is undemocratic. The Board should deny Rise’s Petition.

I. Even assuming there was ever a vested right to mine gold on the Property,
that right has been abandoned for decades.!'

Under both state caselaw and the Nevada County Land Use and
Development Code, a property owner may acquire “a vested right to continue a use
which existed at the time zoning regulations changed and the use thereafter became a
nonconforming use.” Stokes v. Bd. of Permits Appeals (1997) 52 Cal.App.4th 1348, 1353;
see also Nevada County Land Use & Development Code (“LUDC”) § L-II 5.19(B).
However, as Rise’s Petition acknowledges, the right to carry out a nonconforming use is
not permanent. See Pet. 1. Rather, a vested right is lost upon abandonment of the

nonconforming use. See id.; Hansen Brothers Enterprises, Inc. v. Bd. of Supervisors
(1996) 12 Cal.4th 533, 569.

What the Petition fails to mention are other fundamental legal principles
that must frame the Board’s vested rights analysis. First, “[t]he ultimate purpose of
zoning” is “to reduce all nonconforming uses within the zone to conformity as speedily as
1s consistent with proper safeguards for the interests of those affected.” Dienelt v. County
of Monterey (1952) 113 Cal.App.2d 128, 131. “Given th[is] objective . . . to eliminate

' To be clear, Rise also has not provided adequate proof (1) that a vested right to mine
gold arose at any point, (2) that this right existed as to each of the many individual
parcels that make up the current Property, or (3) that Rise’s proposed uses of the Property
would not constitute an improper enlargement or intensification of that right. See Hansen
Brothers Enterprises, Inc. v. Bd. of Supervisors (1996) 12 Cal.4th 533, 552, 563.
However, because any vested right to mine gold has so obviously been abandoned, the
Board need not address these other necessary elements of a vested rights claim in order to
reject Rise’s Petition. For additional information concerning the historical ownership and
use of the Property’s individual parcels, please refer to the “Review and Analysis of the
Rise Grass Valley Vested Rights Petition” submitted to the County by the Community
Environmental Advocates Foundation on October 20, 2023 (hereafter “CEA Foundation
Letter”™).
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nonconforming uses, courts throughout the country”—including the California Supreme
Court—*“follow a strict policy against their extension or enlargement.” County of San
Diego v. McClurken (1951) 37 Cal.2d 683, 687. Furthermore, neither courts nor the
County hold “the power to waive or consent to violation of the zoning law.” Hansen
Brothers, 12 Cal.4th at 564.

The upshot is that the Board need not—and cannot—strain the law and the
facts to resurrect a vested right that has clearly been abandoned. The expectation under
the law is that nonconforming uses will be phased out over time. It is against this
backdrop that Rise must prove that it somehow holds a legal entitlement to revive a
business operation that no previous owner of the Property has carried out in sixty-seven
years. For the reasons set forth below, it cannot.

A. The burden is on Rise, as the vested rights claimant, to demonstrate
that its alleged right has not been abandoned.

It is blackletter law that the party asserting a vested right bears the “burden
of proving its vested rights claim.” Calvert v. County of Yuba (2006) 145 Cal.App.4th
613, 629 (citing Hansen Brothers, 12 Cal.4th at 564). Nonetheless, throughout its
Petition, Rise attempts to shift this burden to the party challenging a vested rights claim.
Citing the California Supreme Court’s Hansen Brothers decision, Rise repeatedly asserts
that the party challenging a vested rights claim must separately supply “clear and
convincing evidence” of hoth an “intent” to abandon the vested right and “overt acts”
showing abandonment of the right. See Pet. 1, 54, 66, 67, 68, 69.

Hansen Brothers says none of this. Apart from repeating the basic rule that
the vested rights applicant bears the burden of proving the right’s existence, see 12
Cal.4th at 564, Hansen Brothers sets forth no holding regarding either the burden or the
quantum of proof for abandonment, see id. at 568—71. In particular, it does not state that
the burden of proving abandonment shifts to the challenger of a vested rights claim. See
id. And it never once uses the phrase “clear and convincing evidence.” See id. Indeed,
later unpublished state court decisions make clear that Hansen Brothers left these exact
issues unresolved. See, e.g., Hardesty v. State Mining & Geology Bd. (2017) 219
Cal.Rptr.3d 28, 45 (unpublished) (indicating Hansen Brothers did not address whether
“abandonment must be shown by clear and convincing evidence,” and assuming without
deciding that standard applied).? And other, more recent vested rights cases suggest that it

2 The Petition also cites Pickens v. Johnson (1951) 107 Cal.App.2d 778, 787, for the
proposition that a vested rights challenger must prove abandonment with “clear and
convincing” evidence. See Pet. 54 & n.552. Pickens, unlike Hansen Brothers, was not a
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is the vested rights applicant who must prove that abandonment has not occurred, at least
when—as in this case—there have been long periods of discontinued or inconsistent use.
See Stokes, 52 Cal.App.4th at 1356 (indicating there needed to be “facts to which [the
applicant] can point as evidence the prior owners intended to and in fact did continue to
operate” the nonconforming use); Calvert, 145 Cal. App.4th at 625.

Additionally, although it is technically correct that “abandonment” entails
both an “intention to abandon” and an accompanying “overt act, or failure to act,” the
caselaw is unequivocal that the intention to abandon a nonconforming use can be inferred
entirely from a property owner’s conduct. See, e.g., Hansen Brothers, 12 Cal.4th at 5609;
Gerhardv. Stephens (1968) 68 Cal.2d 864, 890 (holding a court is capable of “reasonably
infer[ring]” an intention to abandon from a property owner’s “conduct”); Pickens, 107
Cal.App.2d at 788 (recognizing “abandonment is a matter of intent which may be proved
by the acts and conduct of the party who is alleged to have abandoned” the interest).
Thus, to the extent the Petition implies that the “intent” and “overt acts” prongs of
abandonment require different showing and different evidence, it misrepresents the
caselaw. The Board is free to infer that any vested right has been abandoned based on the
actions of prior Property owners alone.

Regardless, the outcome of Rise’s Petition does not depend on nuanced
questions about the exact evidentiary standard the Board should apply. This is a
straightforward matter. Even assuming that the denial of a vested right must be supported
by “clear and convincing evidence” that previous property owners intended to abandon
gold mining operations on the Property, that evidence exists in droves. See Parts [.B. &
I.C., infra.

B. Under the County Code, any vested right to mine gold expired by
operation of law once this nonconforming use was discontinued for
over a year.

The Board can deny Rise’s Petition outright by applying a single,
unambiguous provision of the Nevada County Code. Specifically, Section L-II 5.19 of
the Nevada County Land Use and Development Code states:

vested rights case, and thus lacked the background presumption that it is the applicant’s
burden to prove its vested right. See Pickens, 107 Cal.App.2d at 787-89. In any event,
Pickens never explicitly articulated the “clear and convincing” evidence standard.
Moreover, Pickens recognizes that abandonment can be demonstrated entirely through
overt acts “from which an inference of abandonment can be drawn.” See id.
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B. Legal Nonconforming Uses. A legal nonconforming
use is any use lawfully in existence at the time this Chapter or
amendments thereto takes effect, although such use does not
conform to the provisions of this Chapter. Such use may
continue subject to the following:

4. If the use is discontinued for a period of one year or
more, any subsequent use shall be in conformity with all
applicable requirements of this Chapter, except as follows: a)
uses clearly seasonal in nature (i.e., ski facilities) shall have a
time period of 365 days or more, b) surface mining operations
shall comply with the provisions of Section 3.22.L providing
for interim management plans.

LUDC § L-II 5.19(B) (emphasis added). A virtually identical provision has existed in the
Nevada County Code since the County enacted its first comprehensive zoning regulations
in 1954. See Pet. Ex. 185 at 52° (providing, circa October 1954, that “[i]f any non-
conforming use of land . . . is abandoned and/or ceases for any reason whatsoever for a
period of not less than one year, any future use of such land . . . shall be in conformity to
the zone in which it is located”).

Rise’s lengthy Petition never once mentions this provision. But that does
not make its effect on the Petition any less determinative. Section L-II 5.19(B) means
exactly whatis says. And Rise explicitly concedes the few basic facts that are necessary
to reject its Petition. It acknowledges that gold mining became a nonconforming use of
the Property in October 1954, Pet. 55; that all “large-scale excavation and gold
processing” on the Property “halted by 1956,” Pet. 71; that within the next year the
company had sold off all mining infrastructure from the Property and allowed the mine to
flood, Pet. 37; that no “gold mining companies resumed exploratory work [or] engaged in

3 The Petition’s exhibits lack sequential page numbers. For ease of reference, citations to
the Petition’s exhibits refer to the page number of the PDF document in which the exhibit
is included, per the files available on the County’s website: https://www.nevadacountyca.
gov/3860/Petition-for-Vested-Rights. For example, “Pet. Ex. 185 at 52” refers to page 52
of the document available at the link titled “IMM Vested Rights Petition — Exhibits 176 —
225”: https://www.nevadacountyca.gov/DocumentCenter/View/50847/IMM-Vested-
Rights-Petition---Exhbits-126---175.
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efforts to re-open the Mine to produce gold” until approximately “40 years later,” Pet. 72;
and that the actual extraction and production of gold has never resumed on the Property,
see Pet. 73—74. Thus, under Section L-II 5.19(B), any vested right to mine gold had been
lost by operation of law by the 1960s.

The California Supreme Court’s Hansen Brothers decision is entirely
consistent with this analysis. There, the Court discussed an earlier iteration of Section L-
IT 5.19(B) that is materially identical to the current version. See 12 Cal.4th at 568—71
(discussing then-Nevada County Development Code section 29.2(B)). Because it
ultimately concluded that the nonconforming “use” at issue had never been discontinued
at all, the Court explicitly declined to rule on whether the County Code “is intended to
automatically terminate all nonconforming uses whenever the use has ceased for” longer
than the statutory period. /d. at 571 n.30. However, the Court voiced no doubts about
whether the Code would terminate a nonconforming use automatically when—as here—
all activities associated with the use had ceased for the statutory period.* See id.; see also
id. at 571 (“This is not to say that future inactivity at the mine may not result in
termination of that vested right . . . .”).

Other cases decided after Hansen Brothers indicate that the Board should
give Section L-II 5.19(B) its plain meaning and find that any vested right to mine gold
has been automatically lost through discontinuance of the use. In Stokes, the court
analyzed the effect of a municipal regulation that automatically voided any right to
resume a nonconforming use after it had been discontinued for a three-year period. 52
Cal.App.4th at 1354 & n.4. After discussing the Hansen Brothers opinion at length, see
id. at 1354-56, the court determined that the case “d[id] not assist” the vested rights
applicant, id. at 1355. It emphasized that unlike in Hansen Brothers, all relevant uses of
the subject property had stopped for a period of seven years, and thus any right to resume
the previous nonconforming use had been lost. See id. at 1355-56. Significantly, the
court went on to hold that although the municipal permitting board had also found “that
the prior owners had intended to abandon the . . . nonconforming use,” this additional
finding of intent was “not necessary,” given the code’s automatic discontinuance
provision. Id. at 1356.

* The Court, noting the “seasonal[ity]” of the aggregate quarrying business, did express
some skepticism that a property owner could automatically lose a vested right to quarry if
it were to cease the literal activity of quarrying for longer than the statutory period—
provided, however, that the owner was still selling aggregate from its stockpiled stores
throughout the time that quarrying was paused. See id. But in this case, once gold mining
had ceased by 1956, all activities associated with gold mining also ended.
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The Board should follow Stokes and apply the plain language of Section L-
IT 5.19(B). All gold mining operations on the Property stopped by 1956, by which time
gold mining was a nonconforming use. No gold mine has operated on the Property in the
more than six decades since. As a result, Section L-II 5.19(B) requires that the County
deny Rise’s Petition. See Hansen Brothers, 12 Cal.4th at 564 (emphasizing County lacks
authority to consent to violations of its own zoning laws).

C. The historical record is clear that no vested right exists because prior
Property owners intended to abandon—and did abandon—all gold
mining operations.

Even if Section L-II 5.19(B)(4) had not automatically voided any vested
right to mine gold on the Property, the historical record is replete with evidence that the
right has, in fact, been abandoned.

First, both the fact that gold mining has not occurred on the Property for
sixty-seven years and the fact that any gold mining use was discontinued for decades
longer than the deadline in Section L-II 5.19(B)(4) are strong evidence of abandonment.
Virtually all cases recognize that although periods of nonuse alone may not be sufficient
to prove abandonment, long lapses certainly are evidence of an intent to abandon. Stokes,
52 Cal.App.4th at 1355-56; Hardesty, 219 Cal.Rptr.3d at 45 (emphasizing property
owner did not “actually mine for many, many years”); Hansen Brothers, 12 Cal.4th at
569 (“[TThe duration of nonuse may be a factor in determining whether the
nonconforming use has been abandoned.”). Moreover, Hansen Brothers noted that in all
jurisdictions, nonuse for longer than a statutory deadline provides additional proof of
abandonment. See 12 Cal.4th at 569 (explaining different jurisdictions have viewed such
nonuse as either (1) being sufficient to prove abandonment, regardless of subjective
intent; (2) creating a presumption of abandonment; or (3) providing evidence of
abandonment). The caselaw and common sense all point to the same conclusion: When
property owners discontinue a nonconforming use for sixty-seven years, and when that
period of nonuse is sixty-six years longer than local law allows, they intended to abandon
the use.

Second, the manner in which gold mining operations ceased strongly
conveys an intent to permanently abandon the use. In 1957, just six months after the mine
had ended all operations, the mining company that owned the Property conducted a two-
day fire sale of any remaining mining infrastructure on the Property. Pet. 37-38; Pet. Ex.
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422 at 159.° The mine shafts were allowed to flood. Pet. 37, 70; Pet. Ex. 419 at 153. The
company planned to pivot to an entirely different business—aircraft manufacturing. Pet.
Ex. 421 at 157. And, within five years, the company was bankrupt and the Property was
sold at auction to a private couple. Pet. 40, 70.

Although “fluctuating mineral prices may induce an operator to close a
mine temporarily, . . . that does not mean a// gold mines were closed because of low
prices, with the intent to reopen when profitable.” Hardesty, 219 Cal.Rptr.3d at 44. The
shuttering of the Idaho Maryland Mine was not the sort of temporary pause in operations
to wait out a fluctuating market that can stave off abandonment. See Hansen Brothers, 12
Cal.4th at 569 (citing a North Carolina case in which “[t]here, as in [Hansen Brothers],
the plant, equipment, inventory, and utilities were maintained throughout the [nonuse]
period and the plant could be made operational within two hours”); id. at 570 n.29
(providing an example of a dairy business that discontinues the butter making portion of
its operations “for several months when the demand for butter was low” and “stored
butter was adequate to meet the need”). Rather, by the early 1960s, there simply were no
mining facilities left to operate on the Property, and no mining company left to resurrect
them.

Third, the admissions and behavior of prior Property owners show that they
viewed gold mining as nothing more than a defunct, historical use. When applying for a
County use permit to quarry waste rock in 1979, the then-Property owner described the
Idaho-Maryland Mine as a “former” use of the Property. Pet. Ex. 232 at 24. The
environmental analysis for the use permit describes the “gold mining operations” on the
Property as “former” and “historic” and notes that “[1]ittle remains” of the old mine. Pet.

> See also Jack Clark, Gold in Quartz: The Legendary Idaho Maryland Mine 246 (2005)
(“The mining and milling of gold ore was discontinued as of December 27, 1955, and all
operations turned to the production of tungsten.”); id. at 248 (““On September 25, 1956,
orders were received from the board of directors to cease nearly all tungsten production,
abandon the Idaho shaft, and to allow both mines to fill with water, up to and including
the Brunswick 1450-foot level.”); id. (“Subsequent to the decision to allow the lower
levels of both mines to fill with water, the surface plant of the Idaho Maryland mine was
sold to the Oro Lumber Co. The sale included the mill, cyanide plant, headframe, hoists,
compressors and several buildings.”); id. at 252 (“All gold mining operations in the Grass
Valley mining district ceased in July 1956, for the first time in over 105 years.”); id.
(“Beginning on May 21, 1957, a two-day auction was held at the New Brunswick mine to
liquidate over 1400 lots of equipment and structures. These involved everything from the
Old Brunswick, New Brunswick, and what remained of the Idaho Maryland mines.”).
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Ex. 251 at 20, 22, 29. The County staff report for the use permit similarly described the
mine as “closed” and indicated operations were no longer “active.” Pet. Ex. 252 at 60, 63.

Additionally, starting in 1991, state and local law required owners of any
property that includes an “active” or “idle” mine to file an annual report with the state
describing the mine’s status. See Pub. Res. Code § 2207(a)(6); see also LUDC § L-II
3.22(M) (imposing same requirement); Hardesty, 219 Cal.Rptr.3d at 34 & n.6 (indicating
property owners claiming a vested right to mine are also required to file these annual
reports). Rise has put forth no evidence showing that any annual report was ever
submitted to the state. This suggests that no Property owner in over thirty years has
understood the Property to contain even an “idle” mine.

Fourth, evidence that a previous owner planned to use a property for
purposes that are different from the nonconforming use—even when those plans do not
materialize—can be enough to prove that the nonconforming use has been abandoned.
See Stokes, 52 Cal.App.4th at 1356 (endorsing municipality’s finding that prior owners
showed intent to abandon nonconforming bathhouse use when they filed an application to
convert the building to a senior center/shelter). That is exactly what occurred here. In the
1980s, the BET Group engaged in extensive planning to develop a residential
subdivision, called “BET Acres,” on a portion of the surface estate. See Pet. 43—44; Pet.
Ex. 261 at 118-29 (geotechnical evaluation for residential subdivision project). The
Property owners went so far as to secure approval of a final map for the subdivision. See
Pet. Ex. 263 at 175-78. According to the real estate agent that represented the BET
Group at this time, they had no intention of either reopening a gold mine on the Property
or selling the Property as a mining asset. See Declaration of Charles W. Brock 9 5, 7
(included as “Attachment A”).

Similarly, in 1993, Sierra Pacific Industries applied for and received a
rezoning of a portion of the Property, with the intention of securing the County’s
approval that any of the potential future “uses . . . contemplated” in the application
“would be considered appropriate for th[e] site.”® Pet. Ex. 282 at 313; see also Pet. 46;
Pet. Ex. 282 at 313—15. None of the potential uses involved mining. See Pet. Ex. 281 at

¢ Additionally, throughout the 1970s, the same portion of the Property was used for a
commercial logging and sawmill business, which involved no mining operations. See
Declaration of John J. Vaughan 9 2—7 (included as “Attachment B”). This is further
evidence that the Property’s owners intended to abandon gold mining and had instead

transitioned portions of the Property to alternative, commercially viable uses. See Stokes,
52 Cal.App.4th at 1356.
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298-303. Thus, whatever “hopes” any Property owners might have held that gold mining
might one day resume, their actions showed that they did not intend to restart mining. See
Hardesty, 219 Cal.Rptr.3d at 35, 45 (emphasizing mere “hope[s]” and “dreams” of
resuming mining cannot prevent abandonment of a vested mining right).

Fifth, the State of California has long understood the Property’s mining
operations to be permanently closed. The California Department of Toxic Substances
Control’s (“DTSC”) EnviroStor database states that the “Idaho Maryland Mine Property”
was “identified as an abandoned mine in 1989.”7 It similarly describes the “Centennial
M-1 Property” as having “remained dormant” “[s]ince 1956.”% Moreover, in 2006, DTSC
launched a statewide “Abandoned Mine Lands Site Discovery Process” to better identify
and track “inactive or abandoned mines” from which toxic mine wastes might be
leaching.” DTSC “selected the former Idaho Maryland Mine” as its single starting
example to demonstrate the capabilities of the new Abandoned Mine Lands process. ! In
other words, the Idaho Maryland Mine is not just an abandoned mining operation; it was
the poster child for abandoned mines in California.

Against this bevy of facts proving abandonment, Rise can muster only three
counterexamples. First, it points out that in several transactions involving the Property,
sellers reserved certain mineral rights. Pet. 35, 36, 38, 39, 44, 45, 46. Second, without
producing any of the actual insurance documents, Rise claims that a single former owner
insured the Property “as a mining asset” in 1977. Pet. 42, 71 (citing a declaration from
August 2023). Third, the same owner allegedly said around 1980 that “there has been
some consideration of re-opening the mine.” Pet. 42; Pet. Ex. 254 at 95. These three
ambiguous facts fall far short of refuting the reams of clear countervailing evidence. As
set forth above, the events in 1977 and 1980 came over two decades after the mine
permanently closed, and thus well after the Board can and should reasonably find that

7 “Idaho Maryland Mine Property (29100007),” EnviroStor, California Department of
Toxic Substances Control, available at https:/www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/
profile report?global _id=29100007.

8 “Centennial M-1 Property (60000716),” EnviroStor, California Department of Toxic
Substances Control, available at https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/
profile_report?global id=60000716.

? California Department of Toxic Substances Control, Abandon Mine Lands Site
Discovery Process 1, 2 (2006), available at https://dtsc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/
sites/31/2016/01/SMBRP_AML_Guidance.pdf.

DTSC, supra note 9, at App. D, p. 1.
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abandonment occurred. And the blanket reservation of a property’s mineral rights is a
typical, boilerplate deed provision that reflects no clear intent to resume any form of
mineral exploitation, let alone gold mining. Additionally, as even the Petition
acknowledges, not all sales of the Property included a reservation of mineral rights. See
Pet. 39; Pet. Ex. 217 at 198 (resolving in 1959 to sell the Property’s mineral rights, which
the seller describes as having “been abandoned by non-payment of taxes™).!!

D. Rise’s claims regarding waste rock quarrying are irrelevant.

Perhaps recognizing the weaknesses in its claim of a vested right to mine
gold, Rise attempts to bolster its Petition with other, unrelated evidence. Its reasoning
goes something like this: Since the 1960s, some of the Property’s parcels have been used
intermittently for the quarrying of waste rock. See Pet. 4-5, 42, 68, 71, 75-76. The
County issued a permit for these operations in 1980, when it characterized waste rock
quarrying as an “existing, nonconforming use” of these parcels.'? See Pet. 42, 6668, 75—
76. And because—at least according to Rise—the Hansen Brothers decision says that a
vested right to engage in some mining use entails a vested right to engage in “mining”
generally, the County’s 1980 permitting decision regarding waste rock quarrying was

! The first specific proposals to restart gold mining on the Property did not emerge until
the late 1980s, over four decades after the mine closed. See Pet. 44; Pet. Ex. 262 at 131;
Pet. Ex. 267 at 190. For the reasons set forth above, any vested right to mine gold had
already long since been abandoned by the time those plans arose. In any event, these later
proposals—none of which came to fruition—evince nothing more than a speculative
hope to resume mining, which is insufficient to prevent a finding of abandonment. See
Hardesty, 219 Cal.Rptr.3d at 45.

12 As discussed further in the CEA Foundation Letter, there is no indication that the
County, when it described waste rock processing as an “existing, non-conforming use,”
intended to find that the Property owner held a vested right to quarry waste rock. See
CEA Foundation Letter 7 (citing Pet. Ex. 252 at 60). That conclusion would have been
inconsistent with the information known to the County in 1980—namely, (1) that waste
rock quarrying would have become an inconsistent use in 1954 when the County’s first
zoning regulations took effect, but (2) that no waste rock processing actually began on
the Property until affer “the mine closed” in 1956 or 1957. See footnote 13, infra. Thus, it
seems that the County meant to characterize waste rock quarrying as an existing use of
the Property that conflicted with current zoning regulations. However, as discussed in-
text, even assuming that the County recognized a vested right to quarry waste rock, this
finding would be irrelevant to Rise’s current Petition.
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effectively a concession that Rise holds a vested right to mine gold. See Pet. 66—69, 75—
76.

This far-fetched theory has no basis in law or fact. Starting with the law,
Rise again distorts the holding of Hansen Brothers. Atissue in that case was an aggregate
production business. 12 Cal.4th at 543—44. The quarry owner separately mined different
types of rock from two distinct areas of its property—one a riverbed and the other a
hillside—and then combined the different materials into a single aggregate end product
for sale. Id. at 545, 549, 567 & n.24. Because the owner could store excess material on-
site, there were occasionally long periods in which the owner did not need to actively
quarry the hillside area. Id. at 549, 565. Rejecting claims that the owner had abandoned a
vested right to mine the hillside, specifically, the Court concluded that the relevant unit of
analysis for vested rights purposes was the entire “operation of an aggregate production
business.” Id. at 565. Because the “materials that comprise[d the] aggregate™ always
came from both the riverbed and hillside mining areas, those two mining activities were
“integral,” “component parts” of the overall operation that could not be abandoned
“independent[ly]” of one another. Id. at 566-67.

However, Hansen Brothers expressly acknowledged that if one of the
mining uses had been an “independent aspect of the business,” any vested right to that
use could be “broken down”—and lost—separately from the broader mining operations.
Id. at 567. And it very much did not hold that a vested right to carry out one type of
“mining” guarantees a broader right to carry out all other, distinct mining uses on a
property. Rather, Hansen Brothers emphasized that the scope of a vested right in the
mining context is limited to “the particular material [that] is being excavated.” Id. at 557
(emphasis added); see also id. (citing favorably County of Du-Page v. Elmhurst-Chicago
Stone Co.,165.N.E.2d 310, 313 (Ill. 1960), which held a vested right to mine is limited
to “the particular asset” being mined); Paramount Rock Co. v. County of San Diego
(1960) Cal.App.2d 217, 228 (concluding a vested right to extract sand and premix
concrete materials did not encompass a right to crush rocks for use in concrete
premixing); Hardesty, 219 Cal.Rptr.3d at 43—44 (holding vested right to engage in
subsurface mining did not encompass right to surface mining). Thus, in Calvertv. County
of Yuba (2006) 145 Cal.App.4th 613, 625, the court questioned how the “alleged vested
right” to aggregate mining could have been “continuous,” since the subject site had
historically hosted two distinct mining operations—“gold mining[,] and not simply
aggregate mining.”

Here, the historical record is unambiguous that waste rock quarrying and
gold mining were never a single unified “business” analogous to the two halves of the
aggregate quarrying operation in Hansen Brothers. Indeed, there is no evidence that

SHUTE, MIHALY
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waste rock quarrying and gold production ever even occurred on the Property at the same
time. !> And the fact that the waste rock material accumulated on the Property in the first
place is proof enough that this rock was not being used for any purpose while the gold
mine was operational. In other words, gold mining was an “independent aspect” of the
historical use of the Property, and thus any vested right to mine gold must be “broken
down”—and deemed abandoned—separately from any right to quarry waste rock. See 12
Cal.4th at 566; see also Calvert, 145 Cal.App.4th at 625. As a result, the Board should
simply dismiss as irrelevant the Petition’s entire discussion of waste rock quarrying.

Additionally, the County’s permitting materials from 1980 could not have
been more clear that the County was recognizing waste rock processing—and waste rock
processing alone—as a nonconforming use of the Property. The staff report for the permit
described the “existing, non-conforming use” as “mine rock . . . be[ing] sold and taken
from the [PJroperty.” Pet. Ex. 252 at 60. Similarly, the permit itself described the
proposed “operation” as “involv[ing] harvesting, crushing, screening, and sale of waste
rock left from the Idaho-Maryland Mine.” Id. at 69. Far from recognizing any additional
or broader vested right to mine gold, the permit expressly prohibited the permittee from
“remov[ing] from the site” any “material beyond the depth of rock waste material.” Id. at
71; see also id. at 46 (explaining, in the reclamation plan for the waste rock operations,
that the “mineral commodity to be mined” is limited to “mine waste rock tailings and mill
sand”). Moreover, as discussed above in Part I.C., to the extent that the permitting
materials alluded to the historical mining uses of the Property at all, it was to note that
those uses had been discontinued and that the mine was closed.

In sum, Rise’s repeated insistence that the County recognized a broader
vested right to “mining” that includes gold mining is either a misunderstanding of the law

13 As referenced above, it is undisputed that all gold extraction and production activities
on the Property ceased by 1956. The earliest concrete evidence of any waste rock
collection or quarrying is nearly a decade later, in 1964 or 1965. See Pet. 4, 40, 42; Pet.
Ex. 231 at 22. Apart from one ambiguous remark in the County staff report for Use
Permit U79-41 that “the property owner has indicated that mine rock has been sold and
taken from the property continuously since the mine closed,” see Pet. Ex. 252 at 60
(emphasis added), there is nothing in the record suggesting that waste rock collection
began any earlier. Additionally, this comment indicates that (1) waste rock quarrying and
gold mining never occurred simultaneously on the Property; and (2) waste rock quarrying
had not yet begun when the County’s zoning regulations took effect in 1954. See footnote
12, supra.

SHUTE, MIHALY
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or a flagrant misstatement of the historical record. Waste rock quarrying and the County’s
handling of it have nothing to do with the current Petition.

Despite the Petition’s best efforts to complicate things, this is an easy
matter. Any vested right to mine gold on the Property was lost decades ago. The plain
language of the County Code compels that conclusion. And even if it did not, the
evidence is clear that the Property’s owners intended to abandon commercial gold
mining, a use that no one has carried out in sixty-seven years. The Board must deny the
Petition.

Very truly yours,

SHUTE, MIHALY & WEINBERGER LLP

=

Ellison Folk

Vo

Ryan Gallagher

Attachments:
A. Declaration of Charles W. Brock (October 19, 2023)
B. Declaration of John J. Vaughan (October 18, 2023)

cc:  Julie Patterson Hunter, Clerk of the Board, clerkofboard@nevadacountyca.gov
Katharine Elliott, County Counsel, county.counsel@nevadacountyca.gov
Matt Kelley, Senior Planner, matt.kelley(@co.nevada.ca.us
Laurie Oberholtzer, CEA Foundation, lauricoberholtzer3@hotmail.com
Ralph Silberstein, CEA Foundation, ralphasil@gmail.com

1699132.7
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ATTACHMENT A

DECLARATION OF CHARLES W. BROCK
|, Charles W. Brock, declare as foliows:

1. 1am over 18 years of age and have personal knowledge of the facts
contained in this declaration which is true, correct and complete. If called
upon to testify | could and would testify as to the truth of the facts stated
herein.

2. | have been a licensed Realtor in California since 1968, and obtained my
Brokers License in 1981. (Lic. # 00328328)

3. In 1980 | was introduced to the heirs of the Estate of Marian Ghidotti, by
their attorney Richard Hawkins. The three executors of this estate were
Erica Erikson, Mary Bouma and William Toms (aka. “the BET Group”).

4. In 1981 | represented the Estate of Marian Ghidotti in the sale of 14 parcels
which-comprised what was referred to as “The Ghidotti Ranch”, in Penn
Valley, CA.

5. Throughout the mid 1980’s | remained in contact with the BET Group and
worked on planning to sell their holdings known as the former Idaho
Maryland Mine. At no time during my representation of the BET group did
they ever consider reopening or operating any mining activity. They were
well aware of the toxic contamination on site and had limited resources to
deal with soils contamination, let alone reopening and operating a gold
mine. This viewpoint was clearly communicated to me by each of the three
executors. In 1986 the decision was taken to subdivide acreage at the Old
Brunswick Mine in order to raise funds to address toxics soils, so that the
balance of their holdings might be better prepared for sale. In January of
1987 local surveyor Al Beeson was engaged by the BET Group and recorded
County Final Map #85-7 (BET Acres), subdividing 5 residential lots on the
site of the Old Brunswick Mine. This same map delineated contiguous
remaining lands which are now owned by Rise Gold and are commonly
known as the “Brunswick Industrial Site”, located at the intersection of East
Bennett Rd. and Brunswick Rd. Between January 4, 1987 and August 23,
1987 | represented the BET Group, closing escrows on each of these 5
parcels. Proceeds from these sales were later used to pay taxes and begin
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efforts to conduct soils sampling on the Centennial site holdings, in
preparation for marketing the remaining former mine parcels. In 1992 |
assisted the BET Group contract with Vector Engineering to conduct soils
testing.

6. |did not represent the BET Group as they entered a Lease with Option to
Buy with Emgold Mining in early/mid 2000’s. After an approximate 7 year
effort, Emgold failed to certify their Environmental Impact Report and
abandoned their Lease with Option to Buy the former mine property.

7. In June of 2014, | listed the remaining holdings formerly known as the Idaho
Maryland Mine for sale. Within the body of the Listing Agreement it was
stated, “Subject property was once an operating gold mine (Idaho
Maryland Mine), and portions of the surface soil is known to be
contaminated”. Historical information, data and core samples were made
available to the market, however, the sellers wanted the market to clearly
understand that the ldaho Maryland Mine was not a permitted, operating
mine, and that the BET Group would not be participating in any mine clean-
up or permitting activity as a condition of sale. This condition of sale was
clearly stated, in a remark | made at that time which was quoted in the
Grass Valley Union newspaper (June 11. 2014) where | said “we are not
selling a mine”. Measures taken to arrive at our asking price were based on
comparable sales of similarly zoned light industrial and residential
properties.

I, Charles W. Brock, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State
of California that the foregoing is true and correct.

Date: 1'0_/_/7/23
By: //4’/%: (M/LM/’—\

Charles W. Brock




ATTACHMENT B

DECLARATION OF JOHN J. VAUGHAN

I, John J Vaughan, declare as follows:

1. Iam over 18 years of age and have personal knowledge of the facts contained in this
declaration, which is true, correct and complete. If called upon to testify 1 could and
would testify as to the truth of the facts stated herein.

2. T have lived in Nevada County (Grass Valley and Nevada City) since 1967.

3. From 1969 through 1979 [ worked at Robinson Enterprises running their internal
information technology department, including software development.

4. During that time, | was tasked with creating a database and software to validate log
scaling information. The end result was to compare the number of board feet delivered
by Robinson Enterprises logging trucks to information prepared by the US Forest Service
Log Scaling workers at the Brunswick Timber Products Sawmill on Brunswick Road
(then owned by Bill Pendola, also called the Bohemia Mill).

5. As part of that work, | visited the Brunswick Timber Products Sawmill on Brunswick
Road dozens of times to observe the process.

6. At no time during that 10 years did I see anything but log storage and sawmill operations
anywhere at the locations that Rise Gold now calls the Brunswick Industrial Site.

7. There were no mining operations anywhere on the sawmill site.

8. There were no mining operations on the acreage around the large concrete silo, which
was not part of the sawmill.

9. In addition, during the 56 years that I've lived here, | have driven by both the Brunswick
site and the Idaho-Maryland Site {Centennial} hundreds if not thousands of times.

10. Both locations have been abandoned for most of the years I have lived here.

11. 1 have never seen any gold mining operations at either location.

12. The only activity I have observed at Brunswick, prior to the current Community uses,
was a sawmill.

13. The only activity at Centennial was periodic rock crushing which stopped in the late 70°s
or early 80’s.

I, John J. Vaughan, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that
the foregoing is true and correct.

DATE: 10/18/2023
BY: John J. Vaughan
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11793 Lower Colfax Rd, Grass Valley, CA 95945
916-807-0430 Cell
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From: Tony

To: Julie Patterson-Hunter
Subject: Re: Abuse of Process-Vesting Must be Denied!
Date: Thursday, November 2, 2023 9:51:22 AM Dist 1

Hi Julie....I realized my opening sentence was incorrect. It should say, “Dear Board, Planning and others involved

in the decision making process of the vested rights application by this morally reprehensible company”. 1 worded it
incorrectly in my submission. Please amend if possible.

Thanks
Tony

> On Nov 2, 2023, at 9:42 AM, Julie Patterson-Hunter <Julie.Patterson-Hunter@nevadacountyca.gov> wrote:
>

> Thank you - your email has been received

> From: Tony <topotony@gmail.com>

> Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 8:34 AM

>>T0: bdofsupervisors <bdofsupervisors@nevadacountyca.gov>
>>Cc: Idaho MMEIR <Idaho.MMEIR@nevadacountyca.gov>
>>Subj ect: Abuse of Process-Vesting Must be Denied!

=

> Dear Board, Planning, and others involved in this morally reprehensible company,

> [ implore you to throw out this ridiculous claim of vested rights. I’ve lived 1 mile from the site for 32 years since

1991, and drove past it everyday day. Not once did I ever see even the tiniest hint of mining activity there. I also
frequently rode my mountain bike thru the property to get into the cedar ridge area. I can testify under oath, to the
in>disputable fact that the IMM was completely closed down and conducted absolutely no activity whatsoever, with
regards to existing as an active working mine.

>

> This farce application by Rise is an abuse of process, clear and simple. It demonstrates their lack of respect and
regard for this county’s health and well being. Economically as well as physically for the residents. Their attempt to
gain access, for proceeding with a devastating industry in a highly residential area, is nothing less than an attack of
dire consequences for the entire county, should it be allowed to happen.

>

> Please send this company away from our beloved community and environment. They have no legal basis for
granting vested rights here. You may already have received this very fact from land use attorneys and the county’s
own legal counsel. Add to that the testimony by the many residents that have lived here for years, and you can be
certain that this stunt by Rise is an offense that could, very easily, bring an abuse of process suit to their doorstep.
>

> As our trusted representatives, we ask that you deny this application in the most swift and decisive manner
possible.


mailto:topotony@gmail.com
mailto:Julie.Patterson-Hunter@nevadacountyca.gov

> Thank you,

> Tony Lauria

> 13784 Greenhorn Rd

> Grass Valley, Ca 95945



From: Paul Schwartz

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: psschwartz21

Subject: Reject Vested Rights Argument

Date: Friday, November 3, 2023 9:40:08 AM DISt 1

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

Board of Supervisors:

On December 13 & 14 you will consider Rise Gold’s arguments that they have “Vested Rights” to
move forward with their gold mining enterprise at the Idaho Maryland Mine location. CEA has
presented to you a summary of the evidence that deflates each argument Rise Gold makes. | would
like to add my personal memories to the case against the Vested Rights argument.

During the early to mid 1960s | spent summers with my grandparents in Yuba City. My grandfather
was an engineer with PG&E. His primary job was to inspect commercial PG&E customers to make
sure all was well with their PG&E service, but also to make sure they wasn’t any evidence they were
by by-passing the meters. During my summer stay | would go with him on his route through the gold
country. My grandmother worked full time and apparently | required adult supervision. The
Robinson Lumber Mill on the Idaho Maryland Mine site was one of his frequent stops. He was
chummy with the operators and would visit with them for what seemed like hours to a 10 year old
(me). Meanwhile, | would wander around the lumber mill property and investigate everything that
was happening. Watching the logging trucks pull in and unload, the milling operation, the large
ponds filled with logs, and all the heavy equipment moving around. This was pretty exciting for a
young man who during the rest of the year lived in a beach town. | had to be careful to stay away
from most of the action. | would circle the edges of the mill site and watch the action from a
distance. There was no mining going on during the 4-5 summers | spent visiting the Idaho Maryland
Mine Robinson Timber Sawmill. My grandfather would talk about the history of the Idaho Maryland
Mine. He was a rock collector hobbyist and during our days driving through Nevada County we
would stop at his favored spots, mostly tailings, and poke around. If there was any mining activity
going on at the Idaho Maryland Mine site | would have seen it and my grandfather would have met
with them regarding their PG&E services. PG&E can certainly confirm there were not electric
services used for mining activity during the 1960s.

Paul Schwartz

13812 Meadow Drive
Grass Valley, CA 95945

Sent from Mail for Windows
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From: minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: ellenlight8 @gmail.com

Subject: Letter From Ellen Clephane - Stay the Course - No to the Mine

Date: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 6:28:05 PM DlSt 1

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

This letter is submitted by the CEA Foundation MineWatch Campaign on behalf of Ellen Clephane at ellenlight8@amail.com

Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Dear Nevada County Supervisors,

My name is Ellen Clephane. I live at 13957 Greenhorn Rd, Grass Valley, CA 95945,

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Rise Gold's attempt to reopen the Idaho-
Maryland Mine, including their recent Vested Rights claim. Their assertion that mining
has been ‘continuous’ since regulations changed in 1954 is laughable. This claim is little
more than a last-ditch effort to bypass the environmental review and public input
process that protects the citizens of this county.

Please stay the course and don't allow further delay tactics. | urge you to support the
recommendations of the Planning Commission and protect our county from this
destructive and irresponsible project.

My husband and I live on Greenhorn Road, just over a mile from Brunswick, very close to
the proposed mine. We have owned our home for almost 17 years and love the quiet
rural environment here. The thought of a huge industrial complex in this neighborhood ~
threatening wells, creating air and noise pollution, bringing constant truck traffic and all
the rest of the ugliness and environmental damage, is horrific beyond imagining.

| hope, pray and trust that you will give a clear and resounding NO to this insane mine
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project. And for that you have my heartfelt thanks!
Sincerely,

Ellen Clephane
ellenlight8@amail.com



mailto:ellenlight8@gmail.com

From: minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: eric.s.gibbons@gmail.com

Subject: Letter From Eric Gibbons - Stay the Course - No to the Mine

Date: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 6:28:09 PM DISt 3

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

This letter is submitted by the CEA Foundation MineWatch Campaign on behalf of Eric Gibbons at eric.s.qibbons@amail.com

Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Dear Nevada County Supervisors,

My name is Eric Gibbons. I live at 12640 Beaver Dr, Grass Valley, CA 95945,

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Rise Gold's attempt to reopen the Idaho-
Maryland Mine, including their recent Vested Rights claim. Their assertion that mining
has been ‘continuous’ since regulations changed in 1954 is laughable. This claim is little
more than a last-ditch effort to bypass the environmental review and public input
process that protects the citizens of this county.

Please stay the course and don't allow further delay tactics. | urge you to support the
recommendations of the Planning Commission and protect our county from this
destructive and irresponsible project.

Our family has lived on Beaver Drive in District 3 for almost 30 years. | have been a small
business owner in Grass Valley in the past and have been active in the Lutheran Church,
scouting, Masonic affiliations, GV Rotary and CEA.

I'd like to point out that Rise Gold's claim of vested rights would require providing
verifiable proof of continuous operation by the chain of every legal owner/entity from the
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time the mine closed in 1956 to the present. | encourage the commission and board to
insist this unbroken chain be un-refutably demonstrated.

Sincerely,

Eric Gibbons
eric s gibbons@amail.com
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From: minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: susandhpeace@gmail.com

Subject: Letter From Susan Hopkins - Stay the Course - No to the Mine

Date: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 6:28:16 PM DISt 3

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

This letter is submitted by the CEA Foundation MineWatch Campaign on behalf of Susan Hopkins at susandhpeace@agmail.com

Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Dear Nevada County Supervisors,

My name is Susan Hopkins. I live at 12959 Woolman Lane, Nevada City, CA 95959.

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Rise Gold's attempt to reopen the Idaho-
Maryland Mine, including their recent Vested Rights claim. Their assertion that mining
has been “‘continuous’ since regulations changed in 1954 is laughable. This claim is little
more than a last-ditch effort to bypass the environmental review and public input
process that protects the citizens of this county.

Please stay the course and don't allow further delay tactics. | urge you to support the
recommendations of the Planning Commission and protect our county from this
destructive and irresponsible project.

| have lived in District 4 for almost 30 years, moving to this beautiful county to enjoy the
natural environment. | cherish our quality of life and hope that it will not be ruined by a

project that can only bring degradation.

Sincerely,
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Susan Hopkins
susandhpeace@agmail.com
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From: minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: pfjung65@gmail.com

Subject: Letter From Pamela Jung - Stay the Course - No to the Mine

Date: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 6:28:21 PM Dist 3

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

This letter is submitted by the CEA Foundation MineWatch Campaign on behalf of Pamela Jung at pfilungbS@amail.c

Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Dear Nevada County Supervisors,
My name is Pamela Jung. | live at 800 Freeman Lane #205, Grass Valley, CA 95949

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Rise Gold's attempt to reopen the Idaho-
Maryland Mine, including their recent Vested Rights claim. Their assertion that mining
has been ‘continuous’ since regulations changed in 1954 is laughable. This claim is little
more than a last-ditch effort to bypass the environmental review and public input
process that protects the citizens of this county.

Please stay the course and don't allow further delay tactics. | urge you to support the
recommendations of the Planning Commission and protect our county from this
destructive and irresponsible project.

| live in Lisa S's district (3) near Target. | have lived in this county for over 30 years, so |
feel like I've earned a vested interest in this issue of the mine. | have been following this
Issue for years now and have saved all the clippings about it from The Union. Soon | may
need a wagon to haul them around. It's so obvious that county citizens don't want the
mine started up again; indeed they want this issue permanently put to bed. Mine Watch
has done its due diligence very well. They have experts making the case. They've
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followed the science. The conclusion is that opening the mine will cause much more
harm than good. Sleazy Mossman aside, reopening is a very bad idea. | urge BOS to vote
Rise Gold down for good.

Sincerely,

Pamela Jung
pfjungbS@amail.com
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From: minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: altair.woods@comcast.net

Subject: Letter From Kenneth Woods - Stay the Course - No to the Mine

Date: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 6:28:31 PM DlSt 1

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

This letter is submitted by the CEA Foundation MineWatch Campaign on behalf of Kenneth Woods at altair.woods@comcast.net

Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Dear Nevada County Supervisors,
My name is Kenneth Woods. | live at 13608 Pegasus Place, Nevada City, CA 95959.

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Rise Gold's attempt to reopen the Idaho-
Maryland Mine, including their recent Vested Rights claim. Their assertion that mining
has been ‘continuous’ since regulations changed in 1954 is laughable. This claim is little
more than a last-ditch effort to bypass the environmental review and public input
process that protects the citizens of this county.

Please stay the course and don't allow further delay tactics. | urge you to support the
recommendations of the Planning Commission and protect our county from this
destructive and irresponsible project.

Sincerely,

Kenneth Woods
altair woods@comcast net
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From: minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: fandorfarm@gmail.com

Subject: Letter From david and barbara reed - Stay the Course - No to the Mine

Date: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 6:28:36 PM DlSt 4

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

This letter is submitted by the CEA Foundation MineWatch Campaign on behalf of david and barbara reed at fandorfarm@amail.com

Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Dear Nevada County Supervisors,
My name is david and barbara reed. | live at 25000 fandor, nevada city, CA 95959.

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Rise Gold's attempt to reopen the Idaho-
Maryland Mine, including their recent Vested Rights claim. Their assertion that mining
has been ‘continuous’ since regulations changed in 1954 is laughable. This claim is little
more than a last-ditch effort to bypass the environmental review and public input
process that protects the citizens of this county.

Please stay the course and don't allow further delay tactics. | urge you to support the
recommendations of the Planning Commission and protect our county from this
destructive and irresponsible project.

Sincerely,

david and barbara reed
fandorfarm@amail.com
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From: minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: isoldevalon@gmail.com

Subject: Letter From Gwen Walker - Stay the Course - No to the Mine

Date: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 6:28:43 PM Dist 3

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

This letter is submitted by the CEA Foundation MineWatch Campaign on behalf of Gwen Walker at [soldevalon@gmail.com

Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Dear Nevada County Supervisors,
My name is Gwen Walker. | live at 10201 Ridgeview Dr, Grass Valley, CA 95945

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Rise Gold's attempt to reopen the Idaho-
Maryland Mine, including their recent Vested Rights claim. Their assertion that mining
has been ‘continuous’ since regulations changed in 1954 is laughable. This claim is little
more than a last-ditch effort to bypass the environmental review and public input
process that protects the citizens of this county.

Please stay the course and don't allow further delay tactics. | urge you to support the
recommendations of the Planning Commission and protect our county from this
destructive and irresponsible project.

| live in district 3 near A to Z hardware. | am an individual with reactive airway disease
and a high cancer risk. this mine cannot be re-opened due to the risk it poses to people
like me. | urge you to REJECT their vested interest petition and shut them down so they
cannot open this mine and put our community at risk

Sincerely,
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Gwen Walker
Isoldevalon@amail.com
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From: minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: lololauria@gmail.com

Subject: Letter From Lauren Lauria - Stay the Course - No to the Mine

Date: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 6:28:54 PM Dist 1

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

This letter is submitted by the CEA Foundation MineWatch Campaign on behalf of Lauren Lauria at lololauria@gmail.com

Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Dear Nevada County Supervisors,
My name is Lauren Lauria. | live at 13784 Greenhorn Rd, Grass Valley, CA 95945

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Rise Gold's attempt to reopen the Idaho-
Maryland Mine, including their recent Vested Rights claim. Their assertion that mining
has been ‘continuous’ since regulations changed in 1954 is laughable. This claim is little
more than a last-ditch effort to bypass the environmental review and public input
process that protects the citizens of this county.

Please stay the course and don't allow further delay tactics. | urge you to support the
recommendations of the Planning Commission and protect our county from this
destructive and irresponsible project.

| feel the need to reiterate the fact that this vested rights move by Rise is a complete
farce and another example of the incredible disrespect for this community and county. |
have lived T mile from the Idaho Maryland (abandoned) mine site for 34 years. | have
driven by it every day for that entire span. I will testify under oath that it has not been a
working mine since 1990. Additionally, under historical scrutiny, it has not been a
working mine since before 1957 when all assets were sold and the tunnels were flooded.


mailto:minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com
mailto:bdofsupervisors@nevadacountyca.gov
mailto:Idaho.MMEIR@nevadacountyca.gov
mailto:lololauria@gmail.com
mailto:lololauria@gmail.com

This application for vested rights is a blatant abuse of process by Rise Gold. You must
dismiss and deny this and any further attempts to apply these slick deceitful tactics to
invade our county with a heavy industrial toxic industry that would most definitely be the
demise of all we love here. The thousands of residents in this area did not purchase their
property with the contingency that the area could be rezoned into heavy industry.

In context of these deceitful maneuvers by Rise Gold, we are witnessing the continuation
of that immoral behavior with the plea by Ben Mossman, to the Canadian court, that he
Is now unemployed, having been replaced by another CEO. A tactic used to dissuade a
stiff sentencing. He planned the timing of this statement so the court could not verify it.
Here is another lie. He is still an employed member of Rise Gold, in a different position.

This kind of horrible behavior is representative of the way in which this company would
continue their business in this county. They would lie and cover up toxic spills, as
happened in Bank Island. We have seen Mossman publicly lie to the Canadian court and
we have seen him lie here, saying "there will be no impacts”. This company would shirk
any and every responsibility that requires honesty and integrity. Another obvious
example of why this company and industry should never be allowed to ruin our home.

There is no possible way to prove the IMM has been a working mine past 1957. There
are thousands of residents who will join myself in testifying this fact. Rise Gold is costing
the county, and it's citizens, an enormous sum of money fighting these dishonest
tactics. They should be sued for abuse of process. Not only is the financial cost an
undue burden, but we are continuing to suffer emotionally at the prospect of loss of our
home values, water, clean air, health and quality of life. What this company is all about, is
morally reprehensible. They should be put in their place, once and for all.

Be firm in your decision to deny this sham vested rights farce. Can you imagine the utter
chaos and destruction of our county, if this dishonest company were permitted to
reopen this mine without any guideline requirements, as put forth by the EIR? Please,
Please, Please, deny this application and complete the denial by voting No to the use
permit. And let's pass some laws that stop this type of industry from ever attempting
this again in our densely populated community and county.

Thank you

Sincerely,



Lauren Lauria
lololauria@amail.com



mailto:lololauria@gmail.com

From: minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: elirushimages@yahoo.com

Subject: Letter From Eli Rush - Stay the Course - No to the Mine

Date: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 6:29:02 PM DlSt 1

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

This letter is submitted by the CEA Foundation MineWatch Campaign on behalf of Eli Rush at elirushimages@yahoo.com

Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Dear Nevada County Supervisors,

My name is Eli Rush. I live at 15637 Lower Colfax Rd, Grass Valley, California 95945.

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Rise Gold's attempt to reopen the Idaho-
Maryland Mine, including their recent Vested Rights claim. Their assertion that mining
has been ‘continuous’ since regulations changed in 1954 is laughable. This claim is little
more than a last-ditch effort to bypass the environmental review and public input
process that protects the citizens of this county.

Please stay the course and don't allow further delay tactics. | urge you to support the
recommendations of the Planning Commission and protect our county from this
destructive and irresponsible project.

| live in District 3. I travel Brunswick Road and 174 daily. The traffic impact and noise
level would be intolerable. | have no faith whatsoever in the integrity or honesty of Rise
Gold's words or actions. They would be a blight upon our community, as they have been
upon others.

Sincerely,
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Eli Rush
elirushimages@yahoo.com
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From: minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: christymccracken@rocketmail.com

Subject: Letter From Diana McCracken - Stay the Course - No to the Mine

Date: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 6:29:07 PM Dist 1

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

This letter is submitted by the CEA Foundation MineWatch Campaign on behalf of Diana McCracken at christymecracken@rocketmail.com

Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Dear Nevada County Supervisors,
My name is Diana McCracken. I live at 13313 Greenhorn Road, Grass Valley, CA 95945

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Rise Gold's attempt to reopen the Idaho-
Maryland Mine, including their recent Vested Rights claim. Their assertion that mining
has been ‘continuous’ since regulations changed in 1954 is laughable. This claim is little
more than a last-ditch effort to bypass the environmental review and public input
process that protects the citizens of this county.

Please stay the course and don't allow further delay tactics. | urge you to support the
recommendations of the Planning Commission and protect our county from this
destructive and irresponsible project.

My family has lived here since 1970. I can in fact tell you that it was not a gold mine in
the 70's. It was a sawmill and since we are 1/2 mile up Greenhorn Road I can still
remember as a child the smell and noise the sawmill would give off. | remember the
noise pollution from the trucks entering and exiting the sawmill. | don't understand how it
can be stated that it was a run as a goldmine- it was a sawmill. Do not pass this
through- you will ruin a family with 3 generations living 1/2 mile from the old mill.


mailto:minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com
mailto:bdofsupervisors@nevadacountyca.gov
mailto:Idaho.MMEIR@nevadacountyca.gov
mailto:christymccracken@rocketmail.com
mailto:christymccracken@rocketmail.com

Sincerely,

Diana McCracken
christvymccracken@rocketmail.com
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From: minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: info@geoffeido.com

Subject: Letter From Geoff Erwin - Stay the Course - No to the Mine

Date: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 6:29:15 PM DISt 4

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

This letter is submitted by the CEA Foundation MineWatch Campaign on behalf of Geoff Erwin at info@geoffeido ¢

Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Dear Nevada County Supervisors,

My name is Geoff Erwin. | live at 10407/ S Ponderosa Way, Rough and Ready, CA 95975,

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Rise Gold's attempt to reopen the Idaho-
Maryland Mine, including their recent Vested Rights claim. Their assertion that mining
has been ‘continuous’ since regulations changed in 1954 is laughable. This claim is little
more than a last-ditch effort to bypass the environmental review and public input
process that protects the citizens of this county.

Please stay the course and don't allow further delay tactics. | urge you to support the
recommendations of the Planning Commission and protect our county from this
destructive and irresponsible project.

'm Geoff Erwin, also known as Geoff Eido from District 4. | wrote and performed WELLS
RUN DRY at the planning meetings. I'm sure you're aware that the Idaho/Maryland mine
has been inoperative for decades and that this is the latest lie posed by an untrustworthy
company intent on raping our resources at great cost to our citizens and local habitat.
Please, for the love of God, country, and Nevada County, tell these buggers to bugger off
once and for all. Thank you
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Sincerely,

Geoff Erwin
Info@geoffeido.com
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From: minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: refreshology@gmail.com

Subject: Letter From Johni Christensen - Stay the Course - No to the Mine

Date: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 6:29:22 PM D| St 2

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

This letter is submitted by the CEA Foundation MineWatch Campaign on behalf of Johni Christensen at refreshology@armail.com

Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Dear Nevada County Supervisors,
My name is Johni Christensen. I live at 18987 River Crest Ct, Grass Valley, CA 95945,

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Rise Gold's attempt to reopen the Idaho-
Maryland Mine, including their recent Vested Rights claim. Their assertion that mining
has been ‘continuous’ since regulations changed in 1954 is laughable. This claim is little
more than a last-ditch effort to bypass the environmental review and public input
process that protects the citizens of this county.

Please stay the course and don't allow further delay tactics. | urge you to support the
recommendations of the Planning Commission and protect our county from this
destructive and irresponsible project.

We recently purchased 5 acres along South Wolf Creek in the Loadstar development off
Brewer Rd. We chose this property because it is a pristine creek front property. We are
excited to be new stewards to our patch of this beautiful area and consider the health of
the waterways to be crucial to the vitality of the natural ecosysterm and quality of life to
the residents within these areas.
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Sincerely,

Johni Christensen
refreshologv@amail.com
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From: minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: valeriekb@sbcglobal.net

Subject: Letter From Valerie Kack - Stay the Course - No to the Mine

Date: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 6:29:26 PM Dist 3

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

This letter is submitted by the CEA Foundation MineWatch Campaign on behalf of valerie kack at valeriekb@sbealobal net

Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Dear Nevada County Supervisors,
My name is Valerie Kack. I live at 10350 smith rd, Grass Valley, CA 95949,

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Rise Gold's attempt to reopen the Idaho-
Maryland Mine, including their recent Vested Rights claim. Their assertion that mining
has been ‘continuous’ since regulations changed in 1954 is laughable. This claim is little
more than a last-ditch effort to bypass the environmental review and public input
process that protects the citizens of this county.

Please stay the course and don't allow further delay tactics. | urge you to support the
recommendations of the Planning Commission and protect our county from this
destructive and irresponsible project.

| have lived in district 2 for 40 years with Wolf Creek on the back of my property. I've
been fighting this mine for years, and | threaten to move if they were excepted. | was so
happy when the supervisors voted against the reopening. This is insulting that these
people are so determined and unconscious and disconnected from the community we
have built solidarity about this concern. | have moved to Washington state, clean, bark
beetles, destruction of my forest, the endless days without electricity, because of snow,
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sometimes 3 feet deep and not traversable leaving me at the back of my property with
no way in or out. As a single person I can't do this anymore. The smoke and ash was
horrible, another reason to leave. But my loyalty continues to Wolf Creek and | would do
anything to keep it healthy. I do not want any mine tailings making their way into it or
anywhere in the water shed. | oppose reconsideration of these horrible Canadian greedy
people.

Sincerely,

Valerie Kack
valeriekb@sbcalobal net
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From: minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: hoodwink2@sbcglobal.net

Subject: Letter From Dave Hood - Stay the Course - No to the Mine

Date: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 6:29:33 PM DISt 3

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

This letter is submitted by the CEA Foundation MineWatch Campaign on behalf of Dave Hood at hoodwink?@sbcealobalnet

Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Dear Nevada County Supervisors,

My name is Dave Hood. | live at 840 Morgan Ranch Dr., Grass Valley, CA 95945,

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Rise Gold's attempt to reopen the Idaho-
Maryland Mine, including their recent Vested Rights claim. Their assertion that mining
has been ‘continuous’ since regulations changed in 1954 is laughable. This claim is little
more than a last-ditch effort to bypass the environmental review and public input
process that protects the citizens of this county.

Please stay the course and don't allow further delay tactics. | urge you to support the
recommendations of the Planning Commission and protect our county from this
destructive and irresponsible project.

Sincerely,

Dave Hood
hoodwink?2@sbcgalobal.net
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From: minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: pohimannfred10@gmail.com

Subject: Letter From Fred Pohimann - Stay the Course - No to the Mine

Date: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 6:29:40 PM D|St 3

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

This letter is submitted by the CEA Foundation MineWatch Campaign on behalf of Fred Pohlmann at pohlmannfred10@agmail.com

Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Dear Nevada County Supervisors,
My name is Fred Pohlmann. | live at 55 Rockwood Drive, Grass Valley, CA 95945

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Rise Gold's attempt to reopen the Idaho-
Maryland Mine, including their recent Vested Rights claim. Their assertion that mining
has been ‘continuous’ since regulations changed in 1954 is laughable. This claim is little
more than a last-ditch effort to bypass the environmental review and public input
process that protects the citizens of this county.

Please stay the course and don't allow further delay tactics. | urge you to support the
recommendations of the Planning Commission and protect our county from this
destructive and irresponsible project.

| am a District 3 resident. It is obvious from the over 5,000 signatures on a petition to
deny the reopening of the Idaho-Maryland mine, the noticeable yard signs opposing the
mine, the numerous environmental groups and businesses that have voiced their
opposition to the mine, and the large number of people who attended the recent
Planning Commission meeting concerning the EIR to amplify this chorus of disapproval
that the residents of this county overwhelmingly oppose the mine.
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Sincerely,

Fred Pohlmann
pohlmannfred10@gmail.com
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From: minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: denise.bellas@gmail.com

Subject: Letter From Denise Bellas - Stay the Course - No to the Mine

Date: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 6:29:44 PM DISt 3

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

This letter is submitted by the CEA Foundation MineWatch Campaign on behalf of Denise Bellas at denise bellas@gmail.com

Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Dear Nevada County Supervisors,

My name is Denise Bellas. | live at 13797 Allison Ranch Rd, Grass Valley, CA 95949.

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Rise Gold's attempt to reopen the Idaho-
Maryland Mine, including their recent Vested Rights claim. Their assertion that mining
has been ‘continuous’ since regulations changed in 1954 is laughable. This claim is little
more than a last-ditch effort to bypass the environmental review and public input
process that protects the citizens of this county.

Please stay the course and don't allow further delay tactics. | urge you to support the
recommendations of the Planning Commission and protect our county from this
destructive and irresponsible project.

When | bought my home in Grass Valley, mining and the destruction of mining was in
the past. | sincerely hope it remains so. | would never have invested in this community
should Grass Valley have been a town of current mining. | am encouraged with the
forward thing town council and a dedication people who volunteer based community,
working to for a strong sense of outreach and well being! Mining is not the in the right
direction for our town.
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Sincerely,

Denise Bellas
denise bellas@gmail.com
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From: minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: donnalevro@gmail.com

Subject: Letter From Donna Levreault - Stay the Course - No to the Mine

Date: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 6:29:49 PM D[St 3

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

This letter is submitted by the CEA Foundation MineWatch Campaign on behalf of Donna Levreault at donnalevro@amail.com

Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Dear Nevada County Supervisors,

My name is Donna Levreault. | live at 10752 Alta St, Grass Valley, CA 95945,

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Rise Gold's attempt to reopen the Idaho-
Maryland Mine, including their recent Vested Rights claim. Their assertion that mining
has been ‘continuous’ since regulations changed in 1954 is laughable. This claim is little
more than a last-ditch effort to bypass the environmental review and public input
process that protects the citizens of this county.

Please stay the course and don't allow further delay tactics. | urge you to support the
recommendations of the Planning Commission and protect our county from this
destructive and irresponsible project.

| live on Alta Street and | oppose this latest ruse by Rise Gold to overrule the planning
committee's rejection of their petition to start mining. The vested rights claim is
unjustified. Mining stopped here in the 50s. Please oppose this latest ruse by this
unscrupulous company, whose owner is already facing criminal charges in Canada
because of his activities.
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Sincerely,

Donna Levreault
donnalevro@amail.com
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From: Walt

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: James Bair; Tim Ogburn; John Vaughan; Tony Powell; Marion Blair; Joan Staffen; Paul Berger

Subject: Rise Gold's petition for vesting rights to IMM and Rise Gold’s IMM Fault Line

Date: Monday, October 9, 2023 12:08:09 PM DiSt 3

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

Nevada County Supervisors and Planning Department

Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue
Nevada City, CA 95959

To: Nevada County Board of Supervisors and California Attorney General

bdofsupervisors@nevadacountyca.gov, Idaho. MMEIR (@nevadacountyca.gov
bdofsupervisors@nevadacountyca.gov
Idaho. MMEIR@nevadacountyca.gov

Re: Rise Gold’s petition for vesting rights to IMM and Rise Gold’s IMM Fault Line

At the last Idaho Maryland Mine (IMM) town hall meeting last month a hero emerged. Newly
anointed Planning Commissioner Terry McAteer showed amazing tenacity in delving into and
understanding the deep issues of the Rise Gold proposed project. Commissioner McAteer’s research
revealed that Rise Gold was attempting to disappear the fault line that runs through the property
shown on the IMM County legal property description. Yes, none of us knew that a big fault line even
ran through the middle of the IMM so any effort to make it disappear was not noticed. Furthermore
it’s a little surprising that nothing was done about this after the Planning Commission's decision 5 —
0 against the Rise Gold IMM. Rise Gold was incensed and launched attacks on the County and
Commissioner McAteer personally. | was left asking myself, Why is this fault line disappearance of
such import to Rise Gold, and why they would risk this kind of exposure?

The answer can be found and is well known in the mining business — dewatering and flooding a
mine can with high probability trigger severe earthquakes along fault lines. The issue of mine
operations triggering earthquakes should have been analyzed in an EIR but wasn’t, another reason
that nobody believed anything the EIR did cover. It is important that we understand this, that an
operational IMM would pose a grave danger and threat to the entire Nevada county community
health and safety, as the mine tunnels run all through the town of Grass Valley underground. There
are no “mitigating measures” against mine watering and dewatering-caused earthquakes. According
to the 200 studies referenced world wide in the paper cited below watering and dewatering a crack in
the earth Iubricates the fracture or fault to cause an earthquake of “seismic magnitudes of up to M=7
on the Richter scale”.

This brings clarity to the top and reveals the controlling issue, that man-induced earthquakes
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are not an economic or legal or political or business issue. There is no vested right to kill a
community. The danger and risk to public health and safety is primary, and the issue Rise
Gold fears exposed the most. From a reference on the subject cited below, “these earthquakes
can cause serious socio-economic losses with negative implications for the long-term
sustainable development of countries abundant in natural resources and of mining

regions”. Why is the County still dithering with the community collateral damage in the
balance were the mine to go forward? Mining for gold is a useless endeavor as gold is not a
rare earth mineral or some element that we cannot live without or even need. Again, this is not
a legal issue about a corporations rights. You could not permit a corporation, even a
responsible one, to build atomic bombs on the IMM with vesting or any other kind of rights,
too dangerous to the community.

Put another way, the misdirection’s from Rise Gold would have you believe its about providing a
“comparable water supply” or “not running out of water” or even flooding our "Wolf Creek with
clean water". The truth is it's not about money, it is about earthquake damage to the community and
infrastructure, people’s homes, and people’s lives if the mine goes live. Its about “serious socio-
economic losses with negative implications for the long-term sustainable development”. Its about
disrupting an entire community like a Fukushima.

The Planning Department vociferously pushed to “certify” the EIR they were peddling. Something is
very wrong there, when corporations come to town to exploit the rich county history and our
Planning Department which is supposed to protect us has gone south. Thank god and three cheers
for Commissioner Terry McAteer, without which we would still be in the dark as to the real issues
regarding IMM and any mine that happens to be on or near a fault line in the county. Routine
underground blasting, watering and dewatering a mine on a fault line is not conducive to a
community nearby, and its not even close. It’s a slam dunk in the vernacular, and you shouldn’t be
stressing over this issue. Don't wait til October, just say NO now and move on, you've wasted
enough taxpayer time and resource.

A brief technical description and citation of severe earthquakes from mine watering-dewatering is
provided below:

Mine Water Discharge and Flooding: A Cause of Severe Earthquakes
Abstract:

Severe earthquakes can be triggered by dewatering and flooding of mines, as these activities alter the
loading of the Earth’s crust and tectonic stresses in its interior. Worldwide, more than 200 studies
have noted sites where human-induced stresses could have reactivated preexisting faults, triggering
earthquakes with seismic moment magnitudes of up to M=7 on the Richter scale. This can only
occur where faults are already under high tectonic stresses that have built up over many years. Stable
continental regions are seismically less active than unstable regions (e.g. California, Japan, and
Turkey). Consequently, faults in stable continental regions can be more earthquake-trigger sensitive,
since accumulated stresses have not reached failure conditions. This paper provides an overview of
officially recognized mining-triggered earthquakes with magnitudes M=5.0. The article illuminates
that these earthquakes can cause serious socio-economic losses with negative implications for the
long-term sustainable development of countries abundant in natural resources and of mining regions,
in particular. Historic data suggest that regional geological conditions (e.g. structural geology and
tectonic in-situ stress states) are more important in forecasting the potential of earthquake triggering
than the scale of the mining activities. Overall, such forecasts should be made to estimate and
mitigate potential socio-economic earthquake risks associated with geoengineering operations of
extractive industries such as mining.
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Walt Froloff
Concerned citizen
Grass Valley CA
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From: Deanna Figueira

To: bdofsupervisors
Subject: Rise Gold
Date: Monday, October 9, 2023 3:58:48 AM Dist 1

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

Dear Supervisors,

Please vote no to vested rights to let Rise Gold conduct mining operations and also vote no to reopening the mine.
This would destroy our town and surrounding areas, as well as create pollution in our waterways, air and roads.
There is no benefit for our county or its people.

Please let me know what | as a citizen can do to stop this from happening.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
Deanna Figueira
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From: Randi Pratini

To: BOS Public Comment

Cc: bdofsupervisors

Subject: re: Rise Gold mine

Date: Sunday, October 8, 2023 10:40:18 AM Dist 1

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't recognize the sender,
consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If you have
more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

Please vote no to vested rights to let Rise Gold to conduct mining operations and also vote no to reopening the mine.
This would destroy our town and surrounding areas, as well as create pollution in our waterways, air and roads.
There is no benefit for our county or its people.

Please let me know what I as a citizen can do to stop this from happening.
Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,

Randi Pratini
District 1
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From: Ed Scofield

To: lie P: n-Hunter

Ca Kit Elliott

Subject: FW: Issue: Rise Gold, vested rights: .

Date: Friday, September 15, 2023 10:55:18 AM DlSt 1
————— Original Message-----

From: br@timelinedesigns.com <br@timelinedesigns.com>

Sent: Thursday, September 14, 2023 4:54 PM

To: Ed Scofield <Ed.Scofield@nevadacountyca.gov>

Subject: Issue: Rise Gold, vested rights:

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the
County InfoNet.

Bruce Rayner here again, Ed. I've studied this situation after all the articles in The Union. It appears that Rise is taking our county and the BOS down a rat hole, which can

only lead to more legal fees on our part.

To wit: Riverside County, CA is going through the same thing, some outfit comes out of the wood work, claiming vested mining rights and threatens with legal suits. Read
this article or pass it on:

https://linkprotect.cudasve.com/url?a=https%3a%2{%2fnbcpalmsprings.com%212023%2f03%2{27%2fmining-operation-seeks-boards-recognition-of-vested-rights-to-
expand%?2f&c=E,1,sUPnjRqA7nV3aolpEJEiNoDcdZwAGUWGtQxS2RtvIWEs3yl[EARmm4fCHA3esB2WO4Lq_jLILoxIQh8BfEtmvrRDcNmq1ZTheNIZI0dukWw,,&typo=1

‘What is interesting is there is a Federal act on the books, “California Surface Mining Control & Reclamation Act of 19757, which defines primary laws governing mining
operations locally and provides guidelines for determining vested rights.

As I understand, the Rise Gold action seeks to declare any local zoning laws null and void due to "vested rights".
Why hasn't this issue appeared in any of the press coverage? Or articles for or against Rise Gold?

If our legal team hasn't looked into this issue, it might make a good question for them. I suggested Elias Funez at The Union look into the matter; it appears it might be a
political hot potato. All the more reason why we haven't heard anything.

Sincerely,

Bruce Rayner
Nevada City.
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From: Walt

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: James Bair; Tim Ogburn; Tony Powell; John Vaughan; Marion Blair; Joan Staffen; Idaho MMEIR;
johnathon.crook@dtsc.ca.gov; Jeffrey Thorsby; Nevadacitychamber Info

Subject: Rise Gold’s petition to the NC BoS for vesting rights to IMM

Date: Monday, September 11, 2023 4:05:15 PM Dist 3

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

Nevada County Supervisors and Planning Department

Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue
Nevada City, CA 95959

<!--[if !supportLineBreakNewLine]-->
<!--[endif]-->

To: Nevada County Board of Supervisors

bdofsupervisors@nevadacountyca.gov, Idaho. MMEIR (@nevadacountyca.gov
bdofsupervisors@nevadacountyca.gov
Idaho.MMEIR@nevadacountyca.gov

Re: Rise Gold’s petition for vesting rights to IMM

This is my second letter regarding the subject matter, and herein I address the actual Rise Petition for Reservation
of Vested Mining Rights to IMM.

A vested mining right is a constitutionally protected property right to continue operating in a certain location and
in a certain way without being required to conform to all current land use restrictions. This law was made to protect
real miners and those that wanted to continue a mining business without interruption. This law was never meant to
protect gold market speculators, investors, get rich schemers or scams.

The subject petition paints a litany of disjoint hodgepodge chain of owners all intending to find gold and becoming
rich but failing to actually have an operational mine business, ie there was no gold mining operations to continue. In
fact it was in the recent past declared loudly and publicly that there was no mine or mining operation by the owners.

The latest on the IMM operation was publicly proclaimed and published in our own The Union on June 12, 2014.
“Former Idaho-Maryland Mine For Sale”. The Union published “Coldwell Banker Grass Roots Realty has the
$2,750,000 land listing of 18 separate assessor’s parcels, which includes 2,750 acres of mineral rights and a
collection of core samples. But although the land’s owners are sitting on a former gold mine, they’re not selling the
property as one.”
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Nothing speaks louder about the owner’s intention and mine status as “We’re not selling a mine,” Emgold decided
the best way to get rid of the land was to sell the land without the liability that the mine’s mining past brought, toxic
tailing, toxic ponds and all around danger to the public in perpetuity with signs posted to vacationers and visitors
alike.

The IMM gold mine legacy was depressing it’s land price and the investors needed to sell the land minus anything
to recover anything that they could from their speculative investment into gold mining. This sale didn’t come

easy for the owners as “Emgold had been trying to revive the mine east of Grass Valley for more than seven years
to take advantage of an estimated 472,000 ounces of gold.” “Emgold announced it no longer would list the Idaho-
Maryland Mine as a current project for its investors”. ie. after failing to make the mine operational, Emgold
publicly proclaimed a cessation of all mining activities and complete a mine closing and abandonment. The vesting
rights were gone, intentions were gone, and investors just wanted to get their money out of the speculative gold
investment that was threatening to sink the whole investment.

“Considering contaminated mine tailings are part of the property, which the listing notes, Brock said it will likely be
a challenge to sell.” The environmental concerns regarding mine reopening were anticipated as being
insurmountable and for good reasons. “We’re very much aware of the sort of political history with Emgold having
attempted to permit the operation of the mine and failed,” Brock said. ““ There are substantial environmental issues
with the property itself. There are a number of environmental concerns that we anticipate the market will need
answers to.”

So as history of IMM would have it, the owners sold the IMM land and high-tailed it out of town before a state
agency could find the disaster that they were leaving and force them to clean up the toxic waste that they left for the
county to clean up. Nobody, least of all the IMM owners wanted anything to do with vested mining rights, so they
were desperate to bury the mine to sell the property and get out of Dodge before a hanging happened. Cessation of
mining operations and all mine related activities were done, hope and plans for gold mining were abandoned. This
allowed the owners to sell the land, and foreclose on any toxic waste liability which they also abandoned.

It is common for deeds in California to have mineral rights attached. Mineral rights on a deed do not constitute
mining rights or carry vesting mining operation rights. Land with a failed and abandoned mine is quite common in
Nevada County. An attempt to re-open any of these would require a permit from half a dozen agencies, and this is
well known by even a layman. Attempts to resurrect the dead here is made to prolong the inevitable for publicity
purposes, and should be seen for what it is, a stock pump-and-dump scam that is about to be shut down. Please be
merciful and stop this sham with prejudice so that this community can find some relief from this plague called Rise
Gold Corporation.

Walt Froloff
Concerned citizen

Grass Valley. CA



From: Walt

To: bdofsupervisors

Cc: James Bair; Tim Ogburn; Tony Powell; John Vaughan; johnathon.crook@dtsc.ca.gov; Joan Staffen; Marion Blair
Subject: Rise Gold Vesting Rights in IMM

Date: Thursday, September 7, 2023 9:58:51 AM Dist 3

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

To: Nevada County Board of Supervisors

bdofsupervisors@nevadacountyca.gov, Idaho. MMEIR @nevadacountyca.gov

bdofsupervisors@nevadacountyca.gov

Idaho.MMEIR@nevadacountyca.gov

Re: Rise Gold’s petition for vesting rights to IMM

The granting of Vested Rights to Rise Gold’s IMM is not a decision that could be made by
the Nevada County. IMM vesting rights do not exist for several reason not the least of which
is IMM would not be vesting from a gold mining business 80 years ago but to toxic waste
production and “engineering fill” production and sales, and maybe some gold mineralization
not yet established. Some additional reasons are:

<!--[if !supportLists]-->1) <!--[endif]-->A permit was never obtained by the previous owner
and hence no chain of vesting rights was created.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->2) <!--[endif]-->The NC BoS is not the body to decide this matter.
The law on vesting rights in mining business is governed by the Surface Mining and
Reclamation Act (SMARA). This act requires mining operators to obtain a permit from the
California Department of Conservation's Division of Mine Reclamation which was created in
1991. A permit grants the operator the right to mine and extract minerals from a specific area.
The vesting rights ensure that once a permit is obtained, the operator has the right to continue
mining operations as long as they comply with the conditions set forth in the OBTAINED and
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FILED permit and the SMARA regulations. These conditions include reclamation
requirements, financial assurances, and environmental protection measures, none of which of
which have been tendered. Moreover the California Department of Conservation's Division of
Mine Reclamation oversees the implementation of SMARA and ensures that mining
operations are conducted responsibly and in accordance with the law. In this case the “law”
would most likely be CEQA.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->3) <!--[endif]-->The NC BoS has not received approval to act on
vesting rights from the Department of Conservation nor have they received financial
assurances that all mitigation measures will arise from toxic waste and operations of the IMM
and will be followed. The local lead agency, Nevada County, must require and approve (after
review by the Department of Conservation) a reclamation plan and financial assurances. Lead
agencies may accept operation plans, reclamation plans and environmental studies that meet
BLM and USFS, provided they meet the requirements of SMARA.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->4) <!--[endif]-->Vesting rights to mine shall occur if there is a
business transition to another business, hence “reclamation” Rise Gold IMM is not a
Reclamation project by definition. The following are examples of successful reclamation
projects: * One mining company in Ventura County reclaimed its mining pit to a strawberry
field. « A gravel extraction area at Mississippi Bar in Sacramento County was returned to a
riparian (water) wildlife habitat. * An aggregate mine on agricultural land in Yolo County
operates in four phases. The intent is that not more than 95 acres is out of agricultural
production at any time during the project's life. « Other mined lands have been reclaimed to
grazing and production of crops such as alfalfa, corn, grapes and tomatoes.

<I--[if !supportLists]-->5) <!--[endif]-->There is no real transference of a gold mining
business from 80 years ago until today, and hence no vesting possible from this IMM project.
The proper core samples to measure for any gold has not been done to establish that there is
gold left in the abandoned mine. Speculation, theory and conjecture are not valid measures.
The new business is in fact a Rise Gold IMM business exploitative of an abandoned mine
solely for purposes of pumping up stock price on a national penny market where buyers are
uneducated on environmental laws and regulations and are easily manipulated by PR, media
headlines and media SoundBits. This is not a gold mining business, it’s a stock scam business.

I hope this helps,

Walt Froloff
Concerned citizen
Grass Valley. CA



From: gary cartzdafner

To: bdofsupervisors
Subject: ABSOLUTELY VOTE NO ON RISE GOLD
Date: Saturday, August 26, 2023 6:34:24 AM DI st 3
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Please vote no to vested rights to let Rise Gold and (convicted Ben Mossman and soon
to be sentenced) to conduct mining operations and also vote no to reopening the mine.
This would destroy our town and surrounding areas, as well as create pollution in our
waterways, air and roads. There is no benefit for our county or its people

GARY CARTZDAFNER
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From: Kathleen Madeira

To: bdofsupervisors
Subject: Fwd: Corrected: Rise Grass Valley to Petition for Recognition of Vested Rights .
Date: Friday, August 25, 2023 6:56:26 AM Dist 3

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't recognize the
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Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If
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Please vote no to vested rights to let Rise Gold to conduct mining operations and also vote no to
reopening the mine.

This would destroy our town and surrounding areas, as well as create pollution in our waterways, air
and roads. There is no benefit for our county or its people.

Please let me know what I as a citizen can do to stop this from happening.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Kathleen Madeira

Eﬂ

Rise Grass Valley to Petition for Recognition of Vested Rights
at Idaho Maryland Mine

Rise Grass Valley plans to petition for recognition of vested rights to conduct mining operations at
the Idaho Maryland Mine, according to a letter sent to Nevada County by its attorney Monday,
August 21, 2023.
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Rise Grass Valley, the applicant, plans to file a petition asserting vested rights by September 1,
2023.

“A vested right is a right to continue activity that existed before a zoning restriction became
effective,” said County Counsel Katharine Elliott. “A vested rights finding for Rise Grass Valley

would mean that the applicant has a legal right to mine on the Brunswick Industrial Site.”

The Board of Supervisors will hold a hearing on the petition in late October. This means the
Board’s previously scheduled October 2-3 hearing on Rise Grass Valley’s application for a

conditional use permit is canceled.

Instead of going first to the Planning Commission, the applicant has requested that its petition be

heard by the Board of Supervisors and has agreed to waive any procedural rights or irregularities.

The Board of Supervisors will make the final determination on whether the petition for vested
rights is valid by reviewing the facts of the historical use of the mine property and the law.

If the Board approves the petition, the next step would be consideration of a reclamation plan,
which would explain in detail how the applicant would operate the mine. In addition, Rise Grass
Valley would need to provide a statement of responsibility and financial assurances that the

applicant could cover potential damages.
If the Board denies the petition, the County will schedule a noticed public hearing to consider the
original proposal to reopen the Idaho Maryland Mine in early December.
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From: Sheldon, Kent

To: bdofsupervisors
Subject: Rise Grass Valley to Petition for Recognition of Vested Rights at Idaho Maryland Mine
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 3:46:43 PM Dist 1

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

| am writing to state my disapproval of granting this Petition from Rise. Approval of this project will
be a disaster for Nevada County, Grass Valley, and all residents anywhere near the Idaho Maryland
mine. Please vote against this Petition.

Kent Sheldon - VP of Project Delivery & Life Cycle Management
Energy Storage and Optimization

Wartsila Corporation

+1.530.802.1920 (cell)
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From: Nathan Collins

To: bdofsupervisors
Subject: No Mine .
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 3:17:46 PM DlSt 3

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't recognize the sender,
consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If you have
more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

Hello, thank you for reading this email. I am a resident of Grass Valley and I wanted to say I do NOT support the
proposed mine reopening by Rise. [ have heard they are going to try to petition for vested rights and I urge you to
reject that petition. We do not want to renew mining in the area, especially not with a company that has such a
spotty track record. Thank you.

Nathan Collins

Sent from my iPhone
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October 23, 2023

County of Nevada
Board of Supervisors
950 Maidu Avenue
Nevada City, CA 95959

Re:  Idaho-Maryland Mine Vested Right Petition

To the Board of Supervisors:

I write on behalf of Rise Grass Valley, Inc., the owner of the property comprising the
historic Idaho-Maryland Mine. Based on our independent review of the facts and the law, we have
concluded that Rise Grass Valley, Inc. has a vested right to operate the Idaho-Maryland Mine, and
we expect that right to be vindicated in court, should it be necessary to do so.

California law on these issues is clear. First, a land use “vests” when it is an existing use
of a property at the time a zoning ordinance is passed that would restrict or prohibit that use. In
California, “[t]he rights of users of property as those rights existed at the time of the adoption of a
zoning ordinance are well recognized and have always been protected.” Hansen Bros. Enter., Inc.
v. Bd. of Super., 12 Cal.4th 533, 552 (1996). Second, a vested right to mine extends to all of the
property as it was intended to be used at the time of vesting. /d. at 554 (“An entire tract is generally
regarded as within the exemption of an existing nonconforming use, although the entire tract is not
so used at the time of the passage or effective date of the zoning law.”) Third, the vested mining
right continues unless and until a property owner abandons it, which occurs only when two
conditions are met: (1) an owner has an intention to abandon; and (2) undertakes an overt act or
failure to act, which implies that the owner is abandoning the vested right. Id. at 569. “Mere
cessation of use does not of itself amount to abandonment.” /d.

The extensive historical record, which our firm has independently reviewed and assessed,
demonstrates that Rise Grass Valley, Inc. possesses a vested right to mine its property comprising
the Idaho-Maryland Mine. The right to mine vested in 1954, when the Idaho-Maryland Mine was
operating at the time Nevada County enacted a zoning ordinance that would have, for the first
time, required the mine operators to obtain a use permit. The vested right to mine extends to the
entirety of the property now owned by Rise Grass Valley, Inc., because that property was part of
the Idaho-Maryland Mine in 1954 and because the then-owners objectively manifested their intent
to use the entire property for mining and related activities. No property owner has abandoned the
right to mine the properties comprising the Idaho-Maryland Mine. All of the properties’ owners
have intended to mine the property, as evidenced by their mineral exploration activities, their
marketing of the property, their reservation of mineral rights, and their statements about the
relevant economic conditions for mining. California law is clear that abandonment requires both



Nevada County Board of Supervisors
October 23, 2023
Page 2

intent and an overt act (or failure to act), neither of which have occurred here. Mere cessation of
mining cannot constitute abandonment.

I am available at your convenience to discuss this matter. Thank you for your attention.

Respectfully,

s/ Charles J. Cooper
Charles J. Cooper

cc:

Brian Foss (Nevada County)

Kit Elliot (Nevada County)

Diane Kindermann (Abbott & Kindermann, INC.)



From: Tom Martin

To: Clerk of Board
Subject: Rise Grass Valley Petition for Vested Rights .
Date: Monday, December 4, 2023 1:59:33 PM Not currently a County resident

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

Honorable Board Members,

I am no longer a resident of Nevada County but may be able to offer a unique perspective
regarding this matter. I served as the County Surveyor for Nevada County and in that role
assisted the Planning Department and the County Counsel's office in investigating vested
rights issues. My training and consistent application of this concept was that the rights were
vested only if the activity was continuous and open. By "continuous" I mean ongoing to the
present time, and by "open" I mean observable to the public. The rights being sought by the
petitioner meet neither of these standards as I'm sure you will hear in public testimony and by
your own observations.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this matter.

Thomas Martin

Get Qutlook for i0OS


mailto:tp_martin@msn.com
mailto:ClerkofBoard@nevadacountyca.gov
https://aka.ms/o0ukef

Dist 1 RECEIVED

DECLARATION OF CHARLES W. BROCK

NEVADA COUNTY
PLANNING DEPARTMI

|, Charles W. Brock, declare as follows:

1. lam over 18 years of age and have personal knowledge of the facts
contained in this declaration which is true, correct and complete. If called
upon to testify | could and would testify as to the truth of the facts stated
herein.

2. | have been a licensed Realtor in California since 1968, and obtained my
Brokers License in 1981. (Lic. # 00328328)

3. In 1980 | was introduced to the heirs of the Estate of Marian Ghidotti, by
their attorney Richard Hawkins. The three executors of this estate were
Erica Erikson, Mary Bouma and William Toms (aka. “the BET Group”).

4. In 1981 I represented the Estate of Marian Ghidotti in the sale of 14 parcels

which comprised what was referred to as “The Ghidotti Ranch”, in Penn
Valley, CA.

5. Throughout the mid 1980’s | remained in contact with the BET Group and
worked on planning to sell their holdings known as the former Idaho
Maryland Mine. At no time during my representation of the BET group did
they ever consider reopening or operating any mining activity. They were

well aware of the toxic contamination on site and had limited resources to

deal with soils contamination, let alone reopening and operating a gold

mine. This viewpoint was clearly communicated to me by each of the three

executors. In 1986 the decision was taken to subdivide acreage at the Old
Brunswick Mine in order to raise funds to address toxics soils, so that the
balance of their holdings might be better prepared for sale. In January of

1987 local surveyor Al Beeson was engaged by the BET Group and recorded

County Final Map #85-7 (BET Acres), subdividing 5 residential lots on the
site of the Old Brunswick Mine. This same map delineated contiguous
remaining lands which are now owned by Rise Gold and are commonly

known as the “Brunswick Industrial Site”, located at the intersection of East

Bennett Rd. and Brunswick Rd. Between January 4, 1987 and August 23,
1987 | represented the BET Group, closing escrows on each of these 5
parcels. Proceeds from these sales were later used to pay taxes and begin

'NT



efforts to conduct soils sampling on the Centennial site holdings, in
preparation for marketing the remaining former mine parcels. In 1992 |
assisted the BET Group contract with Vector Engineering to conduct soils
testing.

6. |1did not represent the BET Group as they entered a Lease with Option to
Buy with Emgold Mining in early/mid 2000’s. After an approximate 7 year
effort, Emgold failed to certify their Environmental Impact Report and
abandoned their Lease with Option to Buy the former mine property.

7. InJune of 2014, | listed the remaining holdings formerly known as the Idaho
Maryland Mine for sale. Within the body of the Listing Agreement it was
stated, “Subject property was once an operating gold mine (Idaho
Maryland Mine), and portions of the surface soil is known to be
contaminated”. Historical information, data and core samples were made
available to the market, however, the sellers wanted the market to clearly
understand that the Idaho Maryland Mine was not a permitted, operating
mine, and that the BET Group would not be participating in any mine clean-
up or permitting activity as a condition of sale. This condition of sale was
clearly stated, in a remark | made at that time which was quoted in the
Grass Valley Union newspaper (June 11. 2014) where | said “we are not
selling a mine”. Measures taken to arrive at our asking price were based on
comparabile sales of similarly zoned light industrial and residential
properties.

I, Charles W. Brock, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State
of California that the foregoing is true and correct.

Date: (2L ~&- 22
By: /(%m

Charles W. Brock




Dist 3 RECEIVED
12/05/2023 Good morning. My name is John Vaughan. I live in District 3. DEC 05 2023

First, I know we’re not done, but I want to say thank you to the Planning Dept mggvgg QL?IEE%EORS

County Counsel who, despite pressure from both sides, maintained their independence
and focused on the facts. That behavior does not happen in a vacuum. It takes
professionals doing the work, along with leadership from managers, Directors, the CEO
and this Board. So, Thank You.

Moving along, I assume no one is surprised by the reactions from Rise Gold and their
new CEQO, Joe Mullin.

It takes a pretty big ego to start your first communication to this Board with threats of
lawsuits and whining about how you’ve been mistreated. Yet, it’s typical of what we’ve
seen from the beginning, a complete lack of understanding of the community and the
environment Rise claims to care so much about.

The Rise vested rights claim is based on flawed assumptions and indefensible assertions,
including large holes in the logic of their legal arguments. We will critique some of those
issues further at the hearing next week.

One that stands out is the noise about “taking” their property rights. Rise Gold is a
self-declared “junior” mining company. In California, 85% of junior mining companies
fail (source: Google AI). The Rise Board and investors are speculators, they have known the
risks from the beginning. Their own SEC filings are filled with detailed descriptions of
risk including the high likelihood that investors will never see a return.

It’s no one’s fault but their own that they have spent lots of money. It is not Nevada
County’s responsibility to make them whole.

But they have to threaten a lawsuit because it appears that’s who they are. Basically, it’s
‘do what we say or we will sue you into oblivion.” That behavior is unlikely to stop, even
if you approve vested rights or the use permit.

Rise appears to have produced false representations of the project, the applicable laws,
the County’s handling of the project, and the issues involved. Their story may play well
with some investors, but for people in the community with boots on the ground, we all
know this fairy tale doesn’t hold up to scrutiny.

I respectfully request that you Just Say NO to all elements of the Rise project.
Thank you.

John Vaughan, 11793 Lower Colfax Rd, GV, jvaughan1946@gmail.com, 916-807-0430 Cell



Dist3  RECEIVED:

DEC 0'5 2023
Nevada County Supervisors —
Eric Rood Administrative Center BOARD OF SUP%I;TIIT;ORQ
950 Maidu Avenue
Nevada City, CA 95959

December 5, 2023

Good morning. My name is Greg Thrush and | live in District 3. | am
speaking on behalf of CEA Foundation.

Today, I'd like to share just a few of the excellent comments community
members added when they signed the letter Christy just read to you.

Barbara Raymond had this to say: “We have owned property in Cedar Ridge
for 48 years -- we have zero confusion about whether there has been mining
at Idaho Maryland during that time. In fact, there was not only not a mine,
there was an active lumber mill. This claim'is so preposterous as to be
intentionally fraudulent and | can't help but wonder if the County and the
taxpayers are owed money by Rise for specious, time wasting, expensive
actions. What a waste of resources. Obviously, as our elected officials, you'll
need to reject and end this process at this point. Thank you for serving
Western Nevada County.”

Liese Greensfelder from Nevada City didn’t mince words when she said: “As a
47-year resident of Nevada County who has been deeply involved with local
mining issues since 1977 when Placer Service Corporation applied for an
open-pit mine permit on the San Juan Ridge, | am astonished by the audacity
of Rise Gold's dishonest attempt to claim a vested right to re-open the Idaho
Maryland Mine. I'm grateful to County staff's clear-eyed rebuttal to that claim,
and furious with the applicant's tactics that have cost this county and its
residents untold time and expense over the past several years. | ask that you
as a Board consider taking legal action against the applicant for tendering
such a specious claim, which has required our county to expend even more
time and money on refuting.”

Others, like Nora Nausbaum from Grass Valley kept it short and sweset,
saying: “We all need resolution and a stop to this particular nasty greediness.”

And finally, a personal favorite came from Peter Burnes in Grass Valley who
simply said: “Know that your community stands with you in making the right
decision.”



We couldn’t agree more. This community’s opposition runs deep. Please say
NO to Rise Gold's outrageous petition for vested rights and schedule a final
vote on the Idaho-Maryland Mine project as quickly as possible. We're all
looking forward to the day you say “NO. And that’s final!”

Thank you for your time.

Greg Thrush
Grass Valley, CA



Dist3  RECEIVED
DEC 0 5 2023

NEVADA COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

December 5, 2023

Good morning. My name is Christy Hubbard and | live in District 3. 'ma
volunteer with CEA Foundation and one of the organizers of the MineWatch
campaign.

For next week’s public hearing about the mine, you've asked the community
to restrict their comments to the vested rights petition itself and we respect
that. We’ve even tried to amplify your message through our own
communications, encouraging people to save more general comments for the
next hearing. That means you might see a few less speakers next week, but |
want to assure you, opposition to the mine remains very strong.

Today, I'm here to present a group letter signed by over 1,100 community
members that serves as an example. Here is that letter.

Dear Nevada County Supervisors,
Let’s finish this!

Rise Gold seems commiitted to using every imaginable manipulation to have
their way with the Idaho-Maryland Mine. Don’t let them get away with it!

As soon as their outrageous petition for vested rights has been exposed for
the farce that it is, please move quickly to schedule your final vote on the
project so we can all embrace what we've so painfully learned in the past 3
years. Mining has no place in this County’s residential communities. The risks
just aren’t worth it.

Consider that:
« Last May, our planning commissioners unanimously recommended
rejection of this project and its EIR.
« In June, Rise submited a meritless complaint letter designed to
threaten and intimidate the County.
« Rise’s early September petition for vested rights is little more than a
desperate attempt to side-step the County’s potential rejection. Their



assertion that mining has been “continuous” since regulations changed
in 1954 is laughable.

- Awarding vested rights would significantly impair the County’s authority
over the project, effectively bypassing most controls included in the
EIR and Use Permit process.

« The recent replacement of Ben Mossman as CEQ after he was found
guilty of environmental charges in Canada doesn’t make any of the
severe problems with this project go away.

This community deserves a clear, unambiguous decision about the

mine. Please don't let Rise Gold’s endless supply of legal maneuvering cause
further delays. | urge you to reject the vested rights petition and support the
recommendations of your planning commission as soon as possible. The
future of our community’s health and quality of life is in your hands.

That's the end of the group letter, but the printed copy we’re giving you today
also includes almost 350 personalized comments. The next speaker is going
to read a few of them to you, but we hope you’ll take a moment to read all
their passionate words. We've arranged them by district to make your job a
little easier.

Thank you for your time.
Christy Hubbard

12966 Mink Court
Grass Valley, CA 95945



RECEIVED

. DEC 0 5 2023
Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center NEVADA COUNTY
950 Maidu Avenue BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Nevada City, CA 95959
December 5, 2023
Dear Nevada County Supervisors,

Let’s finish this! Rise Gold seems committed to using every imaginable manipulation to
have their way with the Idaho-Maryland Mine. Don'’t let them get away with it!

As soon as their outrageous petition for vested rights has been exposed for the farce that
it is, please move quickly to schedule your final vote on the project so we can all embrace
what we've so painfully learned in the past 3 years. Mining has no place in this County’s
residential communities. The risks just aren’t worth it.

Consider that:

« Last May, our planning commissioners unanimously recommended rejection of this
project and its EIR.

« In June, Rise submitted a meritless complaint letter designed to threaten and
intimidate the County.

« Rise’s early September petition for vested rights is little more than a desperate
attempt to side-step the County’s potential rejection. Their assertion that mining
has been “continuous” since regulations changed in 1954 is laughable.

« Awarding vested rights would significantly impair the County’s authority over the
project, effectively bypassing most controls included in the EIR and Use Permit
process.

« The recent replacement of Ben Mossman as CEO after he was found guilty of
environmental charges in Canada doesn’t make any of the severe problems with
this project go away.

This community deserves a clear, unambiguous decision about the mine. Please don't let
Rise Gold’s endless supply of legal maneuvering cause further delays. | urge you to reject
the vested rights petition and support the recommendations of your planning commission
as soon as possible. The future of our community’s health and quality of life is in your
hands.

Sincerely,

CEA Foundation/MineWatch Campaign

PO Box 972, Cedar Ridge, CA 95924 — www.MineWatchNC.org
1,141 Community Members

Contact details attached with additional, personalized comments
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—Not Specified Debi Sekerak  debisekerak@att.net PO Box435 NevadaCity  |f this project is approved, in any way, it will not be an “if someone sues the county for
damages” it will be a “when someone sues the county for damages”. Not my area of expertise
but | believe the BOS can be named in a lawsuit too.

The track record of the people/company involved should be all you need to vote NO.
How about you focus your energy on bringing companies here that aren’t hazardous to the
health of the county and will have a true economic impact, as opposed to this farce.

_Not Specified Holly Rose tamsin1235@aol.com 2036 Nevada City  GrassValley |n addition to your staff, a majority of the public does not want the mine to reopen. Please
Hwy #420 .
listen.
_Not Specified Anastasia Osling mizzsolaris@gmail.com 155 SuccessMine  Grass Valley  Mlining has negative social and economic impacts on communities. Mining operations would
Loop,

disrupt traditional livelihoods and displace people from their homes. Mining can also lead to
conflict and violence over resources.

_Not Specified Jonathan  Keehn jbkeehn@sierraemail.com 11741 Alta Vista Ave Grass Valley My name is Jonathan Keehn. | am a licensed Building Contractor, and have lived and worked in
Nevada County since 1970. Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this issue.

Working in the local building industry for the last 53 years, | have had ample opportunity to see
first-hand most activity that has occurred on the 2 parcels of land currently owned by Rise Gold,
for which they are claiming “vested mining rights”. in the 1970s and 80s, the Brunswick site was
home to the Bohemia Lumber Company, and the Centennial site was also a sawmill, operated
by Hap Warnke. There was also gravel crushing operation.

In the 1970s, both sites had large piles of logs and active sawmills; it was common knowledge
that the last of the gold mines in Nevada County (the Idaho-Maryland) had been closed for 14
years (1956), and the major “industry” had become logging and lumbering. As a contractor, |
frequently visited all the local mills to purchase lumber for my clients — from Clarence Sage’s
“gyppo” operation on the San Juan Ridge, to Bill Treloar’s cedar mill on Moonshine Road, John
Casey’s Sierra Mountain Mill in Celestial Valley (now reincarnated as CaseyWood Lumber here
in town), and of course Kubich Lumber, still in operation off Rough & Ready Hwy. Hap Warnke
eventually turned his mill on the Centennial property over to his daughter Karen Warnke — she
became well-known for her careful custom milling of incense cedar for the local and Lake Tahoe
market. | was a frequent customer until about 2000.

_Not Specified Aubrey Hejny- aubreyann34@gmail.com 17021 Retrac Way  Grass Valley NO MINE! have a heart
Adams
._Not Specified Tandra Webb wtandral@gmail.com 16004 greenhornrd Grass Valley No on the mine had for environment and our animals \ U_mzﬁm air.
_Not Specified Richard ~ Warnecke  bevwarnecke@gmail.com 14155 GrassValley N on the mine. Living close by, the water usage of the mine may have a drastic effect on the
and Thoroughbred Loop
Beverly water table and harm our welll
_Not Specified John Babin IBABIN7175@GMAIL.COM 11509 Shangrila  GRASS Please do what the overwhelming majority of Nevada County citizens want done and reject this
Lane VALLEY .
vested rights request.
YT Faas g ERE (R e I e 11010 Banner Mine  Nevada City - please don't open the mine. | have written other letters, | have been to numerous meetings. |
Wa . . h A
4 think this would be an absolute disaster. Please don't let this go
g
through.

Bobbie Clarke

MineWatch "Let's Finish This" Letter Signers Additional Comments Page 2 of 66
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_Not SpecifiegfSiie Bowmanwulibowultsue@gemallicam 15033 Towleln  Grassvalley  The people in the county are very clear, No Mine. What more can we do to make that clear.
f
Mossman has an history of disrespecting the environment and laws. Will it take a toxic
nightmare before he and his gang are sent packing? Thinking he won't do a repeat, is short
sighted.

Please, don't let him ruin our county.

Please abide by the overwhelming support against the reopening of the mine. The mine will not
benefit any of us up here. Mossman has already ruined a beautiful area in Canada, and will we
let him do this here, please no.

_Not Specified Judy Mcgrain  jimcgrain@yahoo.com 12968 LOST LAKE RDX GRASS This mine has NO place in our populated city. No one wants it. It's a horrible idea. It will
VALLEY .

completely change the city | so dearly love and move here for.

Please please please, reject the vested rights petition!!!
-Not Specified Steven  Proe trails-first@att.net 2905 Stiger Mine  Greenwood  Thijs mine may not be needed with the proposed use of Hydrogen instead of batteries in EV

d ! . T 5
oz cars, trucks and other Climate saving uses, have you exploded the significant impact that

Hydrogen uses may have on the future needs of Lithium???

,_Not Specified Duane  Carpenter  manad_monad_monad@yah 1468 REDWOOD DR GRASS True gold is found in the minds and hearts of men and women everywhere who recognize that

00.com VALLEY . . .
they control their own destiny and are not the hapless victims of large conglomerates and
industries who hold profit as their ultimate goal.
"Wherever there is a lack of love an institution springs up. H. D. Thoreau
_Not Specified Robin Curtis robink11@gmail.com 14708 LaNoriaCt  Ca
i_Not Specified Sarah Hosto sarah.hosto88@gmail.com 907 Figueroa St Folsom
_Not Specified Gale Arnold galearnold@gmail.com 10555 Walker Dr Grass Valley
_Not Specified Lisa Babin jablab@sbcglobal.net 11509 Shangrila Grass Valley
Lane
_Not Specified Nikki Baumrind  baumrind@pacbell.net 21833 Rambling Grass Valley
Road
'_Not Specified Denise Bellas denise.bellas@gmail.com 13797 Allisan Ranch Grass Valley
Rd

_Not Specified Cynthia  Borkenhage caborkenhagen@gmail.com 411 Kate Hayes St Grass Valley
n

i_Not Specified Martine  Boswell mgboswel@gmail.com 17881 Lawrence Grass Valley
Gabrielle Way
_Not Specified Jennifer  Burt jenniferwburt@gmail.com 13921 Loma Rica Dr Grass Valley
._Not Specified Diane Christ bizzd@yahoo.com 10238 Old Oak Trail Grass Valley
_Not Specified Ellen Clephane ellenlight8@gmail.com 13951 Greenhorn  Grass Valley
Rd.
_Not Specified Theresa  Crowel! theresahuck@gmail.com 11536 Lower Circle  Grass Valley
i Drive
_Not Specified Penelope Curtis penelcurtis@gmail.com 19486 Tiger Lily Lane Grass Valley
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_Not Spectfied Tony

_Not Specified Christaph

er
: _Not Specified Jilllan

_Not Specified Holly

\_Not Specified Christina

_Mot Specified Tamar

i_Not Specified Dee

_Not Specified Norma
_Not Specified CHARLES
_Not Specified Hartshorn
_Not Specified Robin

_Naot Specified PAULA

._Not Specified Mary

_Not Specified CAREY

_Not Specifled Harry

_Naot Specified Anna

_Not Specified Laura

_Not Specified Eugene

_Not Specified Jack
_Naot Specified Erin

_Not Specified Laura

_Not Specified Denise

_Not Specified perissa

_Not Specified Kiersten

_Not Specified Debra

_Not Specified Mary
_Not Specified Judi

_Not Specified Carl

Perry
Peterson
Roberts
Ryan
Sabin
Shaddeau
Smith
Solarz
SPENCER
Steve
Stoenner
STRANG
Vogt
WEBSTER
Wyeth
Drummond
Peters
Barber
Black
Brantley
Brewer
Buglino

busick

Duerr
Dworaczyk
Englund
Ettlinger

Hall

MineWatch "Let's Finish This” Letter

tony.perry80@yahoo.com
mikecpeterson@hotmail.com
Jillianroberts333@gmall.com
hryan48@hotmail.com
christina.sabin@gmail.com
tshaddeau@gmail.com

ndsmith_adventures@yahoo.

com
nsolarz@gmail.com

crumbyb@aol.com

steve@stevehartshorn.com
robinanda@yahoo.com
pkstrangd6@gmail.com
marylvogt@yahoo.com
careycwebster@gmail.com
hbwyeth@gmail.com
pal_95945@yahoo.com

lipeters77@gmail.com

1549 redwood dr
12817 Colfax Hwy
14606 Pat Ct.

14271 Tim Burr Lane

11147 Squirrel
Creek Rd.
190 Celesta Drive

582 Morgan Ranch
Dr

800 Freeman lLane,
Apt 301

13966 MILL CREEK
LANE

12628 Towle ct

15308 Green Way
Place
10591 Salcido Lane

250 Washington
Street
12202 BET RD

14393 asbarne hill
rd
PO BOX 3303

1095 Thermalands
Road

genebarber5685@gmail.com
black48@pachell.net
conflict1978 @comcast.net
lauraquicktext@gmail.com
toseepop @sbcglobal.net

perissaclalre2003@yahoo.co

m

kierstay@gmail.com

debradworaczyk@gm
mary@rebymary.com

jettlinger211@gmail.com

14618 Tyler Foote
Rd
17404 Cooper Rd

11750 Deer Park Dr
11401 Winter Moon
Way

12202 Fallen Leaf Ln
p.o. box 742,
000000, 000000,
000000

13535 Red Dog Road
18630 Oak Tree Rd
P.O. Box 1755

14125 Honeysuckle
Way

2ca 1:m=®m3mm.m03

404 Redbud Way

Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley
GRASS
VALLEY

Gv -
Lincoln
Nevada City
Nevada Clty
Nevada city
Nevada City
Nevada City

Nevada City

Nevada City
Nevada City
Nevada City
Nevada City

Nevada City

Signers Additional Comments
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District #1  Tom Elson tomelson.9@gmail.com 12190 Cement Hill  Nevada City  Applying Rise Gold's claims of continuous activity warranting vested rights means that

. practically any prior land use might be resurrected at any location in opposition to the legal,
environmental, and social standards of the current time. This is a situation that calls for decisive
action by the Board in rejecting an illogical petition.

e e Iy (TR _gmnmoﬁaémm:zs:m:@msg ,H\.wmﬁozmm%s Grassvalley  As a homeowner near the mine with businesses in the area, I’'m completely opposed to this
.com lew Urive

mine project.

District#1 ~ Nikiya ~ Schwarz  Greeninghair@gmailcom  441Zion St Nevadacity  As g lifelong resident ! find it absurd and disturbingly misleading that they tried to claim the
mine has been in continuous operation since 1954. We know the truth and we hope you won't
let them get away with trying to dupe you, the community and future generations by trying to
reopen this ill-conceived way to turn a profit at the expense of this community, the water, and
the land we all love and cherish.

District #1  Jess UEsperance jess.bk@gmail.com 116 Nevada St NevadaCity Ag a parent of young children, | am opposed to the mine opening. We need to protect our
water, air, and quality of life for the next generation. Please do not grant the opportunity to
Rise Gold to hurt our environment.

District #1  Margaret Florence  mm.a.florence@gmail.com 15470 MtOliveRd  GrassValley A 3 resident in the neighborhood of the Idaho-Maryland site, | sincerely urge you to stop Rise
Gold completely and put this stressful matter to rest.

District #1 Eleanor  Anderson  andersons1991@sbcglobal.ne 13072 Morro Drive  Nevada City  As g well owner, my water source is precious. The idea of a company making their money by

: means that may threaten to dry up my well is outrageous.

12093 Crystal By far the majority of local residents are against reopening the mine. BY FAR. Why do you
District #1  Dolores  Miele doloresimiele@yahoo.com  WellsRd Nevada City continue ignoring the voices of those people???? '
District #1  Richard  Katz rkatz@fesflowers.com 13094 Daisy Blue  Nevada City  County staff confirms vested rights for gold mining abandoned in 1956. The community has

Mine Road

“vested rights" to a safe environment that supports the well-being of its inhabitants. If we
really want to speak of the morality of vested rights, what consideration did gold miners ever
give to the vested rights of the Nisenan people who cared for this land and its people, plants
and animals for many millennia?

District #1 Shelley Murdock shelley.murdock01@gmail.co 10481 Banner Mine Nevada City mjocmr is mzocmr. Please Qm3< these mlﬂmﬂm the opportunity to _Amm_u noamsm back mmmmj and

m Wa . g
: again. Please deny this latest ploy.
District{1pgpgken Bradford  kenbradfordphd@yahoo.com 17601 Shoshenitrait Nevadacity ENOUGH of extractive corporate interests running roughshod over local community interests!
ct
District #1 Jennifer  Scott jenrosel1961@gmail.com 12246, Shady Lane Nevada City m:OCWI_
Our community has spoken.
No mine!
Period.
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District #1  Alan Emerson  saintjudethedude@gmail.com 11402 Hidden Mine NevadaCity ENTRY 1: These interlopers and carpetbaggers just can't seem to take NO! or HELL NO! for an
o answer to their specious claims of "rights" in this county. They are not in honor and their

deceitful methods and aims warrant a decisive door slammed in their face. Please carry through
on your representation to the people of this county; the overwhelming majority who oppose
these greed possessed demons. Furthermore - we need a countywide banning to all hard rock
mining proposals going forward to foreclose on any future incursions such as this one. How
many more times must this issue be revisited?
ENTRY 2: This community has been showing its overwhelming opposition to this company and
their destructive imposition into the quality of life here. They seem to not understand the
response they have been given - NO! Maybe the better response would be NEVER! We need a
community wide referendum to end all hard rock mining in this area FOREVER! We shouldn't
have to go through this every several years with this property.

District #1 Dlane Houston diane.houston@management 12866 Sierra Vista Dr Grass Valley ENTRY 1: This has gone on _O_.._m enough and should never have gotten this far! Every time |
Ry have out of town visitors and we drive by the site on 174, they are shocked to hear this is being
considered in this beautiful area in 2023. Please reject this proposal once and for all!
ENTRY 2: As most of us who moved here for the scenic beauty and want to preserve it, | cannot
fathom that in 2023, with all we know about the destruction caused by gold mining, this has not
been shut down. Please do the right thing and vote NO! Preserve our way of life, water &
natural surroundings.

District#1  Sharon  Lipski lipskisharon@gmail.com 547W.BroadSt  NevadaCity ENTRY 1: We the communities of Nevada City and Grassvalley are asking you not to reopen the
Idaho Maryland Mine. It would cause great toxic devastation to our land, water, quality of life
and would over task our electrical grid which already leaves us w/power outages. Much
revenue also comes from tourists visiting our town for the beauty, peace, quiet and nature that
abounds. Let’s keep the very special-sacred place we are forever grateful to live in. Don't sell
out to the lies and greed of this company w/an extreme negative reputation. There are no
vested rights-the mine has not been functioning in mining since the 50's!!!

ENTRY 2: The idea of reopening the mine is very disturbing. The toxic affects it will have on the
environment will be an extreme negative issue for decades to come. Our electrical grid can not
support this operation as our electricity already goes out in winter. We have been in a drought
for years-the mine would use up endiess water resources. The noise pollution from 8 in the
morning till 10 at night would be a nightmare. Our communities are peaceful w/nature all
around that we are proud to preserve. People come here in appreciation of that. We have great
revenue that comes from tourism as people want to escape big city and what that entails. Vote
no to the mine-hear the community voices. We love it here-let’s keep it that way. There are so
few places as beautiful as ours...

MineWatch "Let's Finish This" Letter Signers Additional Comments Page 10 of 66



gg 0 TT 98ed SUBILIOY [RUORYPPY Siaudis 13137 ,SY1 YsIul4 5,387, YIIeMAUIN

"ajdoad Jo spooyloqysiau aie pjoS mau dY) JaYm BILE U U] JUSWISAAU] Jood B apew p|oo sty
"11 In0ge snonujluod Sulylou SWIBWOS 104 FulUOoIIdUNY UOU UISQ SBY | "SUlN puejAle|y oyep|
33 J0U Ing ‘pjos pajielixa aujw T 01 9T ay| AuaySaj|y ul MmOouY Op | ‘||am Se 1Ay BeqnA 8yl pue
Jed 31e1s e Juiaqg aulp asidwg ayj [|eI3] Op | "Spooyloqysiau Jo) p|os puej pue pawJoy) uaaq
8uiaey spooyJoqysiau aJte 1aquiawal op | JBYAA “BUIN puejAlel oyep| ay3 1e Sujundoo Suiuiw :
[led21 | op pollad awll 1ey3 ul JBAIN "8/6T Ul 218y pPanow pue T/AT Ul AJUNO) BPEASN MBS ISII} | Aupepersy 15 3uld ‘N 2/T TvS wo'lews@me|poyy SUPA WenSse  T# PUISIQ
's1oudialoy
Apoa43 Jo sasiwold Aldwa jou ‘AJunWWoD 3Y3 40 S3JI0A BY3 MO||0} pUE $119dX3 3y} 0] UsH]
¢Awouoda s,eale ayl anea| 1y} [|Im 343Yym "ALIUNWIWOD SIY] SPeAUL 03 PIOD) 3SIY MO||B NOA
11 3A0W [IM 3am ‘Ajunwiwod siyy ul 3jdoad Uatyjesm 1ayio Auew a1 a4niny 1eyy ojul asdwi|8
e s1309foud puny Jadns saujpy aJidw] "paaid pue asueloud] Jo $3YSE ay] N0 udsSH ‘APUNWWOD y wo
31|e3pl SIy1 uodn ||} [[IM 1BY1 UOIIDNIISOP |EIUSLIUOIIAUD 3] 1SSUOLIE BAI| 01 3J9Y SAOW L UPIP | Ay epersy  elpiempaop ZSOTT o |eWI@Ezysuyweyduiuund weyduuundy ysuL T# 1913810
“*pan|jod J1a1eM InO pasu
1,UOp M PUE JI1EM JOJ S||2M ABY 213y S|EJ0| AUBJA| “JUBWIUOJIAUS Ino Fu1199104d Jnoge 3130Uls —
a4e Aay 1ey1 ana)(aq 1,Uop | ‘P|OD 3siy 1SNJ1 31,U0p | pue ‘A3j|eA SSBID JO JUSPISAI [€I0] B WB |  Agjepsses  axeusamey ZTvbT wodrewd@esAesIpa Aesp JeSp3  T#PMISIQ
‘uaddey siy1 ayew o1 ylom
95Ed|d "SeaJe UegJn JNo Uy SUIUIW puUd 03 3WI3 SI ) BA31|3q PUB IA0GE JUSWIIUDS 34} YHIM 9345€ | Ayyepensn pyiel uelpy 59T zigiadiesnifewayi@uasya  uasuagior ELIE! T4 19113810

D U AT PUT JUDWIULIINUG U U4 SUINTAG YRV 3 UD) PIVUE) A3||BA SSBID  (lB| U0OOddeY {SEST wo3 ooyeA®Sgldip1ay lanalg IPIRH T# 12141519
‘uoliealjdde Jiay) 03 pua ue Ind 3snf ‘APUNWILIOD UNO JO 11J8uUdq 3Yl 404  mypepersy  Jgsialueq z8TTT  Wodewd@Tsoold sealpue so0Jn  sealpuy #1180
“UMO] A]SAO| JNO UINJ PUB USHEIM [[IM 1BY] SBPISUMOP SS3|pu3
joulw e luem | ON Op IM " "'S|e20] IN/AD J0 Alofelp 38ny Syl aYy NILSIT 4G S,P0D 04 Asjepssess  suet Bies 0gbyT Wo2'MopAU@MOpaY)} mog  ei8ioan T# 1UISIA
peoy
jA1s9ARI1 SIY] pud Bsed|d “||e 1t pJeay SAeY NOA™SIUDLIWOD BIIXT  Asepssein  sauld Sunyel SOTYT woew@osueo[  pieppoo ueof T# 1011810

panojaq e 4O SSO| 3Y) PaJajns oym ualpliyd ay3 Joj a8eueydio ue Jieis 01 pugjad| wouy Adsip
40 5133515 3Y3 WBnouq 1ey3 (s }o13ed Jules mou) ysiued s,ydasor Jujes wouy uoyjeq Jayied semi|
"S3UIWI 9Y] JO SISUMO BY] AQ WY} paJojje 19U A19)es Ou SEM D3] "SYIESP UDAS pue Sjuapidde
‘aseasip 8unj yoejq wouy Sulayns sisul :pauaddey jey) ssipadell ay) Jo ayods awos

*AJuno?) epensaN

Ul S9UILW INO 1B Pa)IoM pue 3ouLIadxa BululW 3204 pley JIay] JO 9SNedaq pPaj|ed a43M 354nod
10 A3y "pue|3u3 ‘||lemuio) wouy WOoI pey $3||Iuie) 3SoYMm S1ap|3 Aueul 1w am |ealie Jno

J0 sAep Ajzea Ul U] 's1eaA Sy J9A0 10} AJUnNoD epeASN Ul PaAi| 3AeY | pue pueqsny AN Z AYLN3

uasieq ||ig pue eteqieg

‘11eay ay3} Jo S| p|od aniy

‘pajeadau 5q As01s1y 9Aey 10U 5,197

"SJUIPIIJE SUIW WOLY SIBYIRY JIDY] 1SO| OYM UdIp|Iyd

9U3 40 342 33 J0U pIp SAUIW DY) JO SISUMO 3Y] asnedaq adeueyd.o ayj uado o1 puejad)

wou} A3ia|A JO S183151S Ayl 40) Juds oym ydasor 15 wod) uol||eq Jayle4 SeM U 1ey] Jaquisway

‘pue(8ug ‘jlemuio)

woJ} 1ySnoiq 219m S2UO PIAO| BSOYM S3ljIwe) Jo Sa1101s 3y Butieay Aq Buluiw Jo suorjedyiwel
311p 8yl mouy pue sieaA Gi J0j AJuno) epeAaN ul paAl| aaey ‘| pue pueqgsny Aw ‘B 1T AYINT  Apepensn  Aea pngpay Z0S JaU'UdU@UIsIE|q ussiel ereqieg  T#13Msid



\District #1

District #1

District #1

District #1

District #1

District #1

District #1

District #1

District #1

Deborah

Scott

Ray

Justin

mike

Laura

Deborah

Mykola

Mark

Churchill

Fairclough

Bryars

Pfaffinger

haire

Latimer

Van Dusen

Kindrat

Dubois

MineWatch "Let's Finish This" Letter

dogs3birds2fishmany@yahoo. 12655 Gem Ln

com

scottfairclough55@yahoo.co 13359 Gracie rd

m

raybryars@yahoo.com

pfaffdog@gmail.com

metalmike6@hotmail.com

laura.latimer18@gmail.com

dvandusen@gmail.com

m.kindrat@gmail.com

markdubois1@gmail.com

11574 Northview
Drive

12757 Leaf Lane

14249 Tim burr In

14412 Rattlesnake
road

12239 Fallen Leaf
Lane

Grass Valley

Nevada

Nevada City

Grass Valley

Grass Valley

Grass Valley

Nevada City

10497 Broken Oak - Penn Valley

17624 Country Circle Nevada City

| have lived across the street from this mine since 1996. There has never been a mining
operation in this time oeriod to date.

Vite NO on the mine.
I have lived here in Nevada county since 1957, not long after the empire mine stopped mining.
Nevada county has not only survived without hard rock mining and a big slow down of timber
Production it has thrived and grown to be a great place to live and survived with tourism.
Now we must figure out how to house the increase of humans that want to live here. We
Do not need a mine that would do nothing but increase pollution of all kinds. The rise
Corp is nothing but a criminal enterprise that would not help the people of Nevada county
One bit!!

| have lived in Nevada County since 1984. | first worked for Grass Valley Group in their Modular
Products division in the Loma Rica Drive area and have driven and shopped in the Brunswick
Road, Idaho Maryland Road, East Bennet Road and Whispering Pines area for many years. |
have never seen anything resembling mining activity.

| have lived on Greenhorn road since 1987 and the {daho Maryland Mine has never been in
operation. Gold Ross’s assertion that mining has been continuous since 1954 is meritless and
deceptive. Gold Rise is entitled to no vested rights in Nevada County.

I live and own my home for now 27 years which is paid off on Tim Burr lane which is literally
and eye shot from the proposed property. We do not need more noise let alone more traffic in
my neighborhood | am urging you all on my behalf to please stop the mine from becoming a
reality . Thank you.

-Mike Haire
| recently moved to Grass Valley from Truckee, | was drawn to the area because of the beauty

and peacefulness I've found in this community. | am deeply worried about the impact the Rise
Gold mine and how it will affect our water and air. Please do not support the mine!!

I request the Board of Sups reject the vested rights petition and reject the opening of the mine
once and for all - so the Board can get back to focusing on all the positive issues and
opportunities that can support and liven our county - without the distraction of opening a mine, .
an environmental disaster, right under the city of Grass Valley. . Thank you!

| strongly oppose the reopening of the mine and find RiseGold's practices to be highly unethical
and predatory!

| trust you will continue to finish up on the planning commissioners unanimously earlier
recommendation and reject this outdated project that no longer serves the century we live in.

Signers Additional Comments Page 12 of 66
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District#1  lohn Kelly johnKe2ly@att.net 10688 James Lane  Nevada City |t js very clear that if Rise Gold is ever allowed to re-open the Idaho/Maryland mine it will turn
into a horrendous disaster. Rise gold is totally irresponsible and even though Ben Mossman is
guilty of horrendous crimes he has only been fined a pittance. Grass Valley/Nevada City and the
county will become a disaster area. Also the cost to the county will be unbelievable and way
more than we can offord. This proposed project should have eliminated a long time ago.

District #1  Jen Mulloy mulloyjen@gmail.com 13905 Gemini Court NevadaCity |t js your duty as Supervisors to act in the best interest of the public you serve. Destroying the
land, polluting the environment, and allowing a selfish and unethical corporation through our
doors will NEVER serve the best interests of our community. No mine!

District #1 Lizbeth Martin lizbeth.martin@gmail.com 13007 Iron Rock Rd  Grass Valley |t would be a devastating tragedy to re-open the Idaho-Maryland mine. | am vehemently
opposed and want to protect our community rights, health, property values, and quality of life.

District #1 Diane Gould lookout@jps.met 207 Upper Park Nevadacity |t would ruin the community
District #1 Cary Battaini crosjp@sbcglobal.net 14027 Liquidambar  Grass Valley  Jst say no and get this over with.

Ln
District #1 diana gardener dianal3nix@yahoo.com 13670 mckitrick nevadacity  Jyst say NO!

ranch rd
[District#1  Carolyn  Battaini crosip@me.com 14017 Liquidambar ~ Grass Valley  jyst say No!l!!! As the staff recommended, as our community needs, and protect the health
i Ln CA 5

and well being of our county and state.

District #1  Julie Kelly mugglies@yahoo.com 14898 YouBetRd  GrassValley Jyst the water requirements alone should be enough to deny mining permission.

‘District #1 Mary AnnColeman  maryann1015@gmail.com 14063 Greenhorn Re Grass Valley  Ljving within a short distance from the Brunswick /Bennet proposed mine yard and living over
the mineral rights acreage, it's clear that other than the very recent exploratory work that
ignored environmental regulations regarding riparian areas, there has been NO continuous
mining going on.

District #1  Hindi Greenberg _hindiartslover@gmail.com 15802 Shannon Way Nevada City  Mining for gold in 2024 is unnecessary, destructive, environmentally unsound, and won't create
good local jobs. Instead, it will cost the county in increased road repairs, fire and police services,
and air cleaning. There is no good place for a mine near town or residences. Do not allow this
mine to be opened.

District #1  Elise Stupi emcgyr@yahoo.com 13068 Madrona  Grass Valley  Mining has no place in our community. The detrimental effects of mining are immeasurable.

e Simply consider the population growth between the time the mine closed in 1960 to now. To
even consider a mine reopening is ludicrous in our community. Please support the
recommendations of the planning commission and REJECT Rise Gold's vested rights petition. It's '
your community too.

District #1  Ashley  Hall hallas@sonoma.edu 15169 lewisRd.  NevadaCity My family moved to Nevada County in 1976, when | was five years old. Aside from my years in
college, | have lived here ever since. When | was a teenager in the 1980s, my friends and |
frequently visited the Idaho Maryland Mine site, which had been long abandoned at that point.
By the 1980s, if not much earlier, there was absolutely no mining activity at the site. Therefore,
Rise Gold’s attempt to establish vested rights at the Idaho Maryland Mine is based on
erroneous (mis) information.

District#1  Blair B ausioUsglii =130y PeyEmal R 11472 Rocker Road - Nevada City - My family trusts you will do the right thing for the community, and reject the vested rights

- petition.
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District #1 Dr.Jeff  Corbett corbett@slacstanford.edu 12246 Shady tane  Nevada City Nevada City will leave a legacy for the future.

Either 'Grandfather, why did you make the decision to pollute our water system? So many of
my friends have
mental and physical disabilities because of it.'

or

‘Grandfather, | learned is school today your heroic effort to protect or water system. Thank you
so much for standing brave against the forces of evill"

The choice is clear.
District #1 Randi Pratini ttoillep@earthlink.net 10222 Elliott Way Nevada City No Uﬂm_Jm—.. No Umﬂmﬁ_ﬁm~ 03_< Dmmm:<mw. NO MINE

Based on Mossman's record, he is an incredibly irresponsible person, leaving behind visible
waste and destruction. Who know what the invisible is like?

PLEASE, reject this vested rights petition and support the recommendation of the planning
commission and the rights and wants of the majority of Nevaca County citizens.

Let's get this done. NO to Rise Gold's endless conniving, political macinations, lies, etc. VOTE

NO!
District #1 Laila Murfin lailamurfin@gmail.com 501 Redbud Way Nevada City No mine! Move forward, not back. Protect our lands.
District #1 JACQUIE  weills yogaflowerlady2@gmail.com 10100 Robinson Nevada City NO MINE!I11I]
King Rd
District #1  Meghan  Neeley meghanneeley@gmail.com 14573 N Bloomfield NevadaCity No money or jobs the mine could bring is worth the cost of our health, our air and our water. |
rd

chose to buy a home here to raise our children in a healthy environment - | do not want a mine.

District #1 Florence Themelis  florencejacquet@yahoo.com 11022 Banner Mine Nevadacity No to the mine!

Way No to Rise Gold's petition!

District #1 ~ Robert  Abrell star_flower@comcast.net 12319 Hillerest Dr. - Nevada City  Qpening this mine and very negatively affecting the quality of life of many of our residents is
unconscionable. Why would such even be considered? It's ridiculous.

District #1  Gary Nowak garynowak@earthlink.net 11668 Side Hill Circle Nevada City ~ Qpening this mine will cause many undesirable environmental impacts, especially to many wells
going dry, not only in the vicinity of the Brunswick Mine, but also those residents who reside
near major shafts of the original Idaho-Maryland mine. After the two mines were merged, in
the mid 1930’s they were connect by a horizontal shaft to connect the main shafts of the
Brunswick mine and the Idaho-Maryland mine. The main shaft of the Idaho-Maryland mine runs
parallel to Idaho-Maryland road where there are numerous residents. Dewatering this shaft will
run our wells dry. Our property values will decline substantially. With this drop in value,
property value assessments will also drop with a loss of revenue to the County. That is

guaranteed.

District #1 Erika Martel emartel@sbcglobal.net 14165 Sierra Nevada City Qur community does not want you here.
Woodlands Ct
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District #1

District #1

District #1

District #1

District #1

:District #1

District #1

District #1

District #1

District #1

District #1

Eric

Karen

ALISA

Chris

brion

Tara

Patricia

Cindy

Hope

Michael

Richard

Dunn

Paige

ebdunn@gmail.com

kpkapai@gmail.com

SANDOVAL aclaire.sandoval@gmail.com

Hall

dunbar

Moran

Montijo

Neal

Light

Bradley

Hochwald
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challl4@sierracollege.edu

brion@briondunbar.com

tmoran925@gmail.com

patricia@delaysla.com

cindy.neal1111@icloud.com

hopelight1200@protonmail.
om

makananimike@yahoo.com

talkwald49@gmail.com

C

15489 Cascade Dr

301 Canyon Creek
Dr Apt. 32,

12580 Comet Ln

12235 Racker Road

177 Bourbon Hill Rd

345 Nile St

16569 Rock Creek
Road
342 Gracie Rd

12751 Morro Dr.

11472 Rocker Rd

Nevada City

Colfax

Grass Valley

Nevada City

Nevada City

Nevada City

Nevada City

Nevada City

Nevada City

Nevada City

15822 American Hill Nevada City

Road

Please put an end to this already, we're tired of Rise wasting our tax dollars for from greedy pie
in the sky scheme that would really only benefit a very few and do more harm to the
community than good.

Please reject the Rise Gold's vested rights petition and heed the respected views of the hard-
working planning commission. It would be wonderful to have this finished once and for all
times. Please, No Mine!

Please remember that the impact to all the surrounding area inclusive of residents with wells is
extremely detrimental. The old gold tunnels that wind and cross through out our county means
the activities at one site are not limited to that particular area. Those of us on wells are in
danger of having our wells go dry with all the pumping the mine would do, especially those that
are right outside the "boundary” drawn by Rise Gold.

Please represent your constituents by doing the right thing! | believe in this county and | believe
we can work together toward a future free of extractive industry, rooted instead in truly
sustainable practices. Let's turn the proposed site into a community garden and Nisenan
heritage site!

Please send these guys packing to some other community.

Please do the right thing. This corporation has proven they have no responsibility to the
community.
https://www.theunion.com/news/former-ceo-of-rise-gold-sentenced-for-environmental-
violations-in-canada/article_16d4724c-5e58-11ee-af3b-6beeb1f2f909.htmi

Please side with the peaple who call this community home, and hope to call it home for years
to come. #stopthemine

Please support our community by saying no to Rise Mine. Just say NO!

Please use your authority to help all living beings in securing the best long-term health of water,
air, and ground quality by opposing the mine

Please vote no on the mine and let this ordeal be over so we can all breathe again and enjoy
our Holidays.

We really need these people out of our lives. | read in the paper where the gold mine guy said
something to the effect that they would wear down those opposed to the mine. It's pretty
shabby and unconscionable not to care if a town full of people do not want you in their town.

Thank you dearly,
Hope Light

Re-opening this mime after so many decades closed is not beneficial to all the people it would
negatively impact. To preserve this amazing and unique community we need to put a stop to
Rise golds greedy manipulation of our community

Rise Gold has clearly shown it is an untrustworthy organization. | can’t stress strong enough the
dangers of working with this group.
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‘District #1 Patricia ~ Kaminski ~ pkaminski@flowersociety.org 13094 Daisy Biue Nevada City The latest petition is an insult to intelligence and should have been thrown out.

Mingioad Please act now - taxpayer money is being spent to hold these ridiculous hearings when the
entire fiasco could have been dismissed long ago.
WAKE UP AND ACT FIRMLY AND PUT A STOP TO THESE LEGAL CHARADES.
District#1  quilouisalyjyf 5uta louisasuta@gmail.com 10406 n Bloomfield Nevadacity  The mine has a horrible past and would only bring more horror to our land and water.
Rd
District #1  Steve Elias stevelias44@yahoo.com 14412 rattlesnake rd GrassValley  The mine is such a bad idea for too many reasons to list. The idea that life in Grass Valley for it’s |
residents should be allowed to be compromised so that people who mostly don’t even live here
will profit is reprehensible
District#1  Linda Rouda Irouda@msn.com 11649 Side Hill Circle Nevada City  The mine will ruin our wells, and destroy the tourism that sustains many downtown businesses
in Nevada City, and Grass Valley.
District #1 Elizabeth Fjeldheim lizfjeldheim@gmail.com 16905 Greenhorn  Grass Valley The UmOU_m have m_uo_Am:. We do not want a mine. We do not want the environmental Qm_jmmm.
. We do not want the proven poor business practices of Rise Gold. We do not want our wells
reduced, contaminated, and/or rained, contaminated. We do not want truck traffic.
Please do not allow Rise Gold to manipulate Nevada County.
District #1 kimberly reilly kimmy.loveyourlife@gmail.co 13595 quaker hill nevadacity The _umov_m who live in Grass <m__m< and Nevada Qn< live here because we love Um._:m
m cross rd

surrounded by all of this beautiful nature. The few jobs the mine will bring is not worth the
potential devastation to our beloved land and water. The despicable history of this company's
CEO not abiding by environmental rules in his last project should be enough to shut it down. I'm
confident you all will make the right decision that the majority of the community desires.

District#1  Deborah  Patterson  dipatterson.jh@gmail.com 14787 SontagRd  GrassValley The very fact that he was found guilty of environmental charges in Canada and removed as
CEO should tell you something about his character and what he would do to our county. Please
send him packing

DistrictEINEEohn Akevizakis littlebuddhastudii@yahoo.co 12558 Sneath Clay  nevadacity  This expensive and ludicrous petition should be finished with and thrown out long ago!
m rd

District#1  Flaine  Whooley  swoolman@spiralemail.com 20493 New Rome  Nevada City ~ This has gone from bad to worse for the county and an indication of how Rise would do

osy business here, in the future.

| expect every board member to vote to protect the best envirohmental interests of the
residents of Nevada County. That's what we elected you to do. Please don't give in to Rise's
bulling.

District #1 Anje' Waters anjewa@gmail.com 15365 Zinfandel Ln  Grass Valley  This mine U-.O._mnn would be an enormous environmental disaster!
Vote NO NO NO!
| have lived here in the GV area since 1984. And | vote!

District #1  Mark Triolo marktriolo@gmail.com 15472 shannon Way Nevada City  This project is clearly not good for our community. Please see clear of the legal maneuvering
and do not approve this permit.

District #1  Shannon  Ross shannon.ross22@gmail.com 12202 Nuthatch Ct.  GrassValley  This will potentially destroy our property and our well. This mining will destroy the life savings

Wint . e . . .
e we have in our home if it is allowed to go through. It will make our community unlivable for me

because of asthma. Please consider this beautiful tourist destination and our homes and say
NO TO THE MINE!! THEY ARE CRIMINALS!!
DESTROYING THE ENVIRONMENT WHERE EVER THEY GO!!
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:District #1

District #1

District #1

District #1

District #1

District #1

:District #1

District #1

‘District #1

District #1

‘District #1
District #1

District #1
District #1

\District #1
District #1
District #1

y

District #1

:District #1

District #1

District #1

District #1

!District #1

District #1

District #1

District #1

District #1

Kim

Jessica

Gayle
Sandy
Donne
Cathy
Judy
joseph
Steve
Mary

Rick
Cicely

Linda

Monique

Mike
Joanne

Julie
MaryBeth
Lance
Blake
leffrey
Bruce
Kern
Mondae
Katherine
JILL

Neysa

Lavalley

Subotnik

Crossley
Saccomann
o

Holbann
Anderson-
Meyers
Askins
Barrera
Battaini
Berliner

Cabral
Bossi

Brookover

cosick

Derenia

Dobbins
Ellena

Enzor-
Wilson
Fitzsimmons
Goddard
Heauser
Henninger
Herring
Hildebrand
Hott

Hudson

KELLY

King

MineWatch "Let's Finish This" Letter

kimlavalley@yahoo.com

jessicasubotnik@gmail.com

crossley.gayle@gm
earthtomom@att.net
jeff.donne.west@gmail.com
clameyers@gmail.com
askinsranch@gmail.com
12920@att.net
crosjb@shcglobal.net
maryberlinercabral@gmail.co

m
33bossi@gmail.com

cicelyb250@aol.com

bobalulu@sbcglobal.net

mderenia@gmail.com

twimike@me.com
joanneellena@gmail.com

Jjenzorwilson@gmail.com
Mbfitzsimmons@gmail.com
lancegoddard@mac.com
blake@venturepointinsurance
.com

meigsannie@aol.com
bruce@bruceherring.com
khildebrand13@gmail.com
mondae@ensembledesigns.c
om

kehudson58@yahoo.com
mistressnimblethimble@gmai

l.com
neysak2016@gmail.com

10828 Success Cross
Rd

316 Jordan ST

23741, Chestnut
Court
P.0. Box 515

19082 Country Place
17639 Cindy Lane

14322 Talking Pines
Rd

12920 GOODALL
mine RD

14027 Liquidambar
Ln

12803 MacBoyle
Way

17286 colfax hwy

304 Vistamont Drive

12782 Foster Rd

11536 Harvest Hill
Rd
13222 Orton Rd,

17876 Oak Way
16495 Greenhorn Rc

15443 Orchard
Springs Rd

14165 Talking Pines
Rd.

12912 Madrona
Leaf Ct.

12793 Sierra Vista
Drive

13963 Meadow
Drive

13120 Lost Lake
Road

13874 Greenhorn
Road

15605 Rattlesnake
Rd.

14138 Glenn Pines
Rd

19449 Mountain
Lion Rd.

Nevada City

Nevada City

Auburn
Cedar Ridge
Chicago Park
Grass Valley
Grass Valley
grass VALLEY
Grass Valley
Grass Valley

Grass valley

Grass Valley

Grass Valley

Grass valley

Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley

Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley

Grass Valley

When we heard about the proposed mine (re)opening and how it would be operated, we
freaked out. We didn't trust the County to stand up to big money interests such as RISE
presents. A major reason we moved was to avoid the most direct impact the mine would have
on us as a resident. (I therefore inserted my former address and district below.) The mine will
be bad in balance for the economic state of the County. Don't allow it to proceed.

With environmental concerns at such a critical point across the planet, please be a force in our
community for health and quality of life. Put a stop to this project!

Signers Additional Comments Page 22 of 66
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District #1 Mary Lou Swagerty
District #1 Martha  Turner

District #1 Caden Unholz

District #1 Gregand Van Ess
Robin
District #1 Stephanie Wells

District #1 Pamela  Whitman
District #1 David Wills

District #1 Adrienne Winter

District #1 Soozie Yearwood

District #1 Cheryl Martin

District #1 Patti Grijalva

District #1 Robert Giomi
District #1 Marija Vulfs

District #1 loe Abrell
District #1 Diana Abrell

District #1 John Alevizakis

miswagerty@gmail.com
turnermarthal9@gmaill.com

unholzc11@gmail.com
greghvaness@gmail.com

wells.stephanie@gmail.com

pamwhitman@yahoo.com
dwills9878@icloud.com

adywin@gmall.com
soozie.yearwood@gmail.com
cherylrmartin72@gmail.com

grijalva4000@yahoo.com

bobbleg53@sbcglobal.net
mivulfs@gmail.com

star_flower@comcast.net

star_flower@comcast.net

littlebuddhastudio@yahoo.co
m

District #1 Zohar Alevizakis

District #1 Jared Anderson

District #1 Tenaya Anderson

District #1 Heather  Anderson

District #1 Eleanor  Anderson
District #1 amelia arellanes
District #1 Chel B

District #1 Stacie Badpett

District #1 Cynthia  Bailey

tuffcris22 @gmail.com ‘

jareddog7 7@gmail.com
tenayajade05@gmail.com

heather_anderson@hotmail.c
om
andersons1991@sbcglobal.ne
t

amella.s.arellanes@gmall.co
m

bellabaum@yahoo.com

sbadgettS6@gmail.com

sindeebee @yahoo.com

14296 Tahoe View  Grass Valley
Drive
10860 Dolores Drive Grass Valley

14012, Ash rd Grass Valley
14384 AnchorLane Grass Valley

14915 Quall Pointe  Grass Valley
Lane
14311 Cahill Ln Grass Valley

13550 lower anchor  Grass valley

lane
19586 High Barbaree Grass Valley

14297 tim burr lane  Grass Valley

10322 Kenwood Dr  Grass valley
ca

12915 Lost Lake Rd  Grass Valley,
Ca 95945

10596 boulder stree: Nevada

11940 Travel Hut Nevada City
Drive

12319 Hilicrest Dr.  Nevada City
12319 HILLCREST DR Nevada City

12558 Sneath Clay  nevada city
rd

12559 Sneathclay Nevada city
road

10288 Natasha Ct.  Nevada City

345 American Hill  Nevada City
Road

12948 Woodstock D- Nevada City
13072 Morro Drive  Nevada City
754 Zion St Nevada City
5011 willow valley rd Nevada city
11853 Cedar Springs Nevada City

Rd
137 Boulder St Apt F Nevada City

District #1 Judi Bannister Judi@fastandfit.net 519 Jordan St Nevada City
District #1 Mary Barrett mtbarrk9@gmail.com 11579 Northview dr Nevada City
Wo_mn_,_na #1 Marguerit Baxley ncbhaxley76@gmail.com 602 Long St Nevada City
) e

{District #1 Laurie Beacock Ibeacock530@gmail.com 214 Mill St Nevada City
| camibeckerdite.realtor@gmal 10910 Pine View

|District #1 Cami Beckerdite l.com Heights Rd Nevada City

MineWatch “Let's Finish This" Letter

Signers Additional Comments
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| District #1
District #1
District #1
District #1

District #1

(District #1
District #1

District #1
District #1

District #1
District #1

District #1
District #1

District #1
District #1
District #1

District #1
District #1
‘District #1
District #1
| District #1

District #1
| District #1
District #1

District #1
District #1
District #1

District #1
District #1

District #1

District #1

iDistrict #1

KATHRYN
Nelle
Jada
Mollie

Michael

Kristen
Rhonda

Ronja
Christie

Sam

Maureen

Joy
Talon

Suzanne
Rose

Don
will
Laura
Helen
Deva
Shaun

annika
Jjahala
Lindsay

Frederic
Nancy
Diane

Peter

Stephen

Barry and
Bonnie

Andrew

Patricla

ELDREDGE kateldredge2904@gmail.com

Engoron nelletrip@yahoo.com
Faye jadafae@yahoo.com
Feeney mollie.feeney@gmail.com

Fitzwater ~ mdf@csus.edu

Fredericks k10Otuneup@hmall.com
Gaffhey rhonda_gaffney@aol.com
Giesser rainbowcarrot@hotmail.com
son cgilliso@pacbell.net
Gitchel samgitchel@gmall.com
Graber mograber@sbcglobal.net
Gray joy@joygray.com
Gregory talongregory@icloud.com
Hall Mrs.shall29@gmail.com
Hall w.rosehall@gmail.com
Harrls ddexterharris@gmail.com
Hart willhart@me.com
Harter _mcarmnmmu.p.\®m3m=.83
Harvey helentharvey@icloud.com
Hauber deva.claire@gmail.com
Havard shaun.havard@gmail.com
hayes annika5270@gmall.com
hayes jahalamae@gmail.com

16862 Pasquale Rd

17601 Shoshonl
Trall Ct

13425 Show
Mountain Camp Rd
15182 Wet Hill Road

16862 Pasquale 3

11654 via vista

13144 |daho
WMaryland Rd

14618 Tyler Foote
Rd

11363 Cour Royal Ct.

265 Glles St.

14585 Oak Ridge
Road
22 Turpentine Dr

17788 champion
mine rd
15169 Lewis Rd.

12235 Rocker Rd.

12071 Crystal Wells
Rd

12730 Daisy Blue
Mine Rd

15801 Shannon Way

17842 blue tent
school rd

11951 Banner Lava
Cap Road

18552 Augustine
Road
464 Searls Ave

18361 nubian way

Heidelberge lindsayheldelberger@gmall.co 12598 Blg Blue Road:

r m

Hellwig fchellwig@comcast.net

Herrick nherrick@mac.com

Hinman dianemariehinman@gmail.co
m

Hoff peterahoff@gmail.com

Holland wholehandmusic@hotmail.co
m

Howard bnbhoward@aol.com

Hutchins ahutchins50@gmail.com

Hutchinson hutchinzen@gmail.com

MineWatch "Let's Finish This" Letter

356 Alexander Stree:

13438 cement Hlil
Road
12365 Big Blue Rd

413 Jordan St
408 Factory St

12313 Banner
Mountain Trail

10607 Boulder
Street
80 Mine Rock Road

NEVADA CITY
Nevada Clty
Nevada City
Nevada City

Nevada City

Nevada city
Nevada City

Nevada City
Nevada City

Nevada City
Nevada City

Nevada Clty
Nevada city

Nevada City
Nevada City
Nevada City

Nevada City
Nevada Clty
Nevada city

NEVADA CITY

Nevada City

Nevada City
nevada city
Nevada City

Nevada City
Nevada city
Nevada City

Nevada City
Nevada City

Nevada City

Nevada City

Nevada City

Slgners Additional Comments
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District #1 Kyle McNeil kmeneil1237@gmail.com 11419 Willow Valley Nevada City

Rd
10492 Whispering
District #1 Allison Miller amillerfarm@gmail.com Oaks Nevada City
District #1 Jenny Miller jenny.miller@gmail.cam 14749 Nicolle Dr Nevada City
District #1 Maryn Miller mquinnm514@gmail.com 13137 Quaker Hill  Nevada City
Cross Road
District #1 Margle  Miliroy marglemilroy@gmait.com 11039 Miners Place Nevada City
District #1 Selene Mitlyng smselene@gmail.com 16346 Red DogRd  Nevada City
District #1 Carrle Monohan  carrle.monohan@slerrafund.o PO Box 2450 Nevada City
el =
District #1 Amy Morrill thelovelyamy@gmail.com 19693 Hwy 49 Nevada City
District #1 Michael  Murphy trutheart@gmail.com 16040 Banner Nevada City
Quaker Hill
District #1 Lorraine  Nauman lorrainenauman@gmail.com 645 East Broad Nevada City
Street
District #1 Linda Newman Ltn46@comcast.net 12220 Echo Drive Nevada City
District #1 Carol Nimick cnimick@gmail.com 106 Gold Tunnel Dr  Nevada City
District #1 Susan Norrell snorrell@sbcglobal.net 518 Nursery St Nevada City
District #1 Tim Ogburn tim240z@gmail.com 13761 Altair Dr Nevada City
District #1 Anne Padget apadgetB44@gmail.com 303 Redbud Way Nevada City
District #1 Jeanne Palmer jpalmernc@gmail.com 13358 Jeabjo Way  Nevada City
District #1 Brlana Peternell breezychristopherson@hotm 13556 Tranquility  Nevada City
all.com Lane
District #1 John Peterson peterson.js@gmail.com 15586 Ridge Estates Nevada City
Road
District #1 Emily Porter eporter.cannabis@gmail.com 532a Coyote St Nevada City
District #1 Louis Quaintance bodyart@imi.net 10777 Banner Mine Nevada City
Way
District #1 Francoise Ramsay framsay.ams@gmail.com 603 Redbud Way Nevada Clty
District #1 Debra Regina sedona94903@yahoo.com 306 Bridge Way Nevada City
District #1 Steven Reynolds slrey1943 @gmail.com 11510 Ridge Road  Nevada City
District #1 Ayla Rose aylarose108@gmail.com 11079 Beckvillerd  Nevada City
District #1 Ron Rosner ronrosner3@gmail.com 15737 Amerlean Hill Nevada City
.. RdNevada City
District #1 Roland Rouda lolo8888@msn.com 11649 Side Hill Circle Nevada City
District #1 Matthew Rouda- mticciati@gmail.com 414 Main St Nevada City
Tleciati
District #1 Carol Rouhani eileen.rouhani@gmail.com 16870 Oak Hollow  Nevada City
) Circle
:District #1 Jade Rouse Jade.a.rouse@gmail.com 11566 Forest View  Nevada City
t Drive
District #1 Kaylee Salas kayleesalas7@gmail.com 12945 Wings of Nevada City
Morning Dr
District #1 Stacl Sanders ssanders87@hotmall.com 12123 Sunny Slope  Nevada City
Drive
District #1 David Scharf davidscharf538@gmail.com 15443 cascadedr  Nevada city
District #1 Fr.Paul  Schmidt frpaulschmidt@gmail.com 14460 N Bloomfield Nevada City
Rd
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District #1
District #1
District #1

District #1
IDistrict #1

District #1
District #1
District #1
District #1

District #1
District #1
District #1

[District #1
District #1
iDistrict #1
District #1

District #1

District #1

District #1
District #1

District #1
District #1
District #1
District #1
District #1

District #1
District #1
District #1

District #1
District #1
District #1

District #1

Solomon  Bassoff
Peter Alsing
Stephen Barr

Cecilie Hooper

Joshua Latimer

Paul McMillan
Orlanda  Miner
Steve Peng

Mya Russell
Clinton  Shifflett
Stephen  Tassone
Joy Waite

Padraic  Stroud
Blythe Adams
lynn archer

Theresa  Bazan

Danielle  Boucher

Jan Brenner

Howard Brown

Shanti Cavanaugh

Rachael  Elam

solomonbassoff@gmail.com
pjalsing19@gmail.com
stephen.e.barr@gmail.com

cecilie@ncen.net

Jjoshi@knowledge-
solutions.net
P031958@yahoo.com

hollyminer@aol.com
thedpengs@gmail.com
myarussell@hotmail.com

clinton.shifflett@gmail.com
stephtassone@gmail.com

waitecalhoun@gmail.com

uma..m#%.ﬁ:n@@:.:.noa
blytheoak@gmail.com
mollyl4l4@yahoo.com

burlylittlecreature@gmail.co
m
danielle@acupuncturespot.co
m

brenner.janelle@gmail.com

habrown.nc@gmail.com

shantiani@gmail.com
rachaelelam®@gmail.com
kjgazzo@gmail.com
lone_harris@yahoo.com
Jillinehenderson@yahoo.com

rikanyuch@gmail.com

po hox 923
10860 Dolores Drive
14311 CAHILLLN

14618 Highland Dr

14412 Rattlesnake
Rd

14063 Greenhorn

15250 Sure Bet Rd
19148 touis Road

14729 Rattiesnake
Rd

12999 Wood Rose
Way

19641 View Forever
Lane

12504 Old
Stagecoach Rd
Gold Flat Road

540 W. Broad
11237 juniper drive

15169 Lewis Rd.

206 Providence
Mine Road, Suite

11865 Black Oak
Drive
11389 tree top In

16244 0Old
Downieville Hwy

154839 Cascade Drive

17490 Lazy Dog
Road

12071 Crystal Wells
Rd

10686 Red Dog Rd

13786 Wings of
Morning Dr

Kate Gazzo
lone Harrls
Henderson
Rob Kanyuch
Janice  Kieler
Klaren Kline

Xylem Larla Dey
James Lee
Maggie  Lickter
Orion

Joanna Mazur

Mason McGuire

MineWatch "Let's Finish This" Letter

bigleapranch@icloud.com
kline karen@sncglobal.net

wylemita@gmall.com
jwi95959@gmall.com
maggieorion@gmail.com
Joanna_j_mazur@yahoo.com

kayleesalas@yahoo.com

10455 Ridge Rd.
13017 pine tree pl

11339 Deer Creek
Lane

12026 Crystal Wells
Road

10206 Natasha Ct

12662 Mindy Lane

12945 Wings of
Morning Dr

north san
juan

Grass Valley
GRASS

VALLEY
Grass Valley

Grass Valley

Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley

Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley

Neada City

Nevada City
nevada city
Nevada City

Nevada City

Nevada City

Nevada City
Nevada City

Nevada City
Nevada city
Nevada City
Nevada City
Nevada Clty

Nevada City
Nevada clty
Nevada City

Nevada City
Nevada City
Nevada Clty

Nevada city
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District #2

District #2

District #2

District #2
District #2

District #2

Kathleen shuster
"Kate"

Carlymae Toth

Luann Hague

Brad Peceimer
Meredith Rice-Stone

Kristina Murray

MineWatch “Let's Finish This" Letter

katieshust@gmail.com

maeplourde@gmail.com

luannhague@hotmail.com

brad.peceimer@gmail.com
miaricestone@gmail.com

kristina.cena@gmail.com

19529 Peyton Place Grass Valley

15591 clover valley  Grass valley

rd

11241 Alta Sierra Dr  Grass Valley

16730 Brewer Rd

Grass Valley

1463 Dog Bar Road  Colfax

18575 Acorn Place

Grass Valley

Dear Men and Women on the Board of Supervisors,

You are here to represent all of us, and to do your best for the citizenry.

Please think deeply about this, take a long range view and vote * no * on the miningin
Nevada County.

In the mid 19th century mining was dirty work but not nearly so bad as it is today, with the
various big machines, chemicals, noise, waste products and insults to community.

Please be aware of the taxes which will be lost to community revenue due to decline in
property values. We would not have purchased property here if we thought or knew that a
mine would be approved.

The whole area could degenerate in many ways.

Please Please Please vote to never approve that mining operation. They have huge money
behind the effort to grab more millions --- but your group of humans will be known into the
future for your community loyalty, or for abandoning your principles.

Thank you,

ENTRY 1: Please don’t let this ruin our beautiful community!! And precious water sources!!

ENTRY 2: Please say NO and save our beautiful gem of a community!! This mine will not better .
our town it WILL ruin it!! VOTE NO PLEASE!!!

| am whole heartedly AGAINST opening the mine for RISE.

| have been in the Idaho-Maryland mine area from 1998-2008 and can attest that it was
essentially abandoned and non operational during that time.

| have serious concerns as to the viability of this project and it's effects on the area surrounding
the Idaho Maryland mine site, and | don't feel that Rise has any potential to meet or hold any
agreements with this project, so | discourage the BOS from approving this project.

I sure hope you look into all of the ongoing environmental damage Rise has left around the
world from their broken promises.

I was born and raised in Nevada County. My husband and | just moved back to the area as we
left for school in 2019. It's been wonderful being back "home." I'm working as a school nurse
and my husband is starting his gardening business here. We dream of one day buying a home
and raising our kids here. It would be absolutely devastating if the mine re-opened. It wouldn't
feel safe to raise kids here with the mine because of all the pollution and what it would do to
our water, which then would also affect all our food. It's so yucky to think of the mine re-
opening just for money and at what cost to the health of the residents of Nevada County.

Signers Additional Comments Page 32 of 66
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District #2 Mark Lloyd

District #2 murli monroe
District #2 Lyn Coring
District #2 Kara Sandgren

District #2 Beverly  Martling

MineWatch “Let's Finish This" Letter

mountaindfun2 @gmail.com

murli_chan@yahoo.com

kindredspirits28@hotmail.co
m

ksandgren@jps.net
martling@sbcglobal.net

17443 Aileen Way

17867 Brewer Rd

14131 Torrey Pines
Dr

14075 Magnolia Rd

16726 Alexandra
Way

GrassValley My family lives about 8-miles from the Idaho-Maryland Road and I’'m very concerned about the

Grass Valley

Auburn

Grass Valley
Grass Valley

following issues with Rise Gold implementing the mine. Concerns include the following:
- Traffic: With the proposed 12-hours per day / 7-days a week of earth moving trucks ut
Idaho-Maryland Road, the traffic in our small town would be terrible.

- Noise: The proposed mine working a 12-hour daily shift would reach in excess of 100 decibels
of noise for the site and for our community. Per OSHA’s Occupational Noise Exposure Standard
1910.95(1) and 1910.95(2) states the following: The Permissible Noise Exposure for
occupational noise for a Duration Per Day of 8-Hours is 90 decibels. | would be curious what the
Noise Level would produce from this mine for our community working a 12-hour day at 100+
decibels(?).

- Water: It has already been noted that the “treated water” from the mine will affect our
underground wells as well as our neighboring streams and rivers. This affects homeowners and
wildlife habitat. | personally would not want to drink this water, much less our wildlife.

- Pollution: | can’t imagine the pollution this mine and it's resources would produce for our
small community.

ing

Please consider these issues and more as our elected officials review Rise Gold’s proposal, once
again. | am casting a strong NO VOTE to Rise Gold building the mine.

My husband and | live along beautiful South Wolf Creek. | understand the mine waste water will
directly impact our property, livelihood, and may cause potential health effects. How will this
affect our well water? Our children? Our health? Our pets? Our property values?

We do not want this mine literally in our backyard. The potential to have our lives and futures
turned upside down so a big corporation can make a buck isn’t worth sacrificing our community.

My thoughts and feelings remain unchanged on the viability of reopening a mining endeavor in
our community, and the credibility of the Rise Gold management team. This type of industry in
the midst of our community with its environmental risks and negative impact on quality of life
does not fit in with the growth and development of our thriving semi-rural urban
entrepreneurial community that has emerged over the years since active mining ceased at the
Idaho-Maryland Mine in the 1950's.

No minell

Our county is known for its rural beauty, theatrical, and arts friendly atmosphere.

Please do not allow Rise to turn our beautiful county into an industrial mining area.

Who would want to shop on Mill Street then?

Think of the traffic problems alone. We see this with the temporary closure of Hwy. 20. This
mine would be a disaster for the quality of our air, water and roadways. The guilty verdict in
Canada speaks volumes. Please don't allow that to happen here.

NO to reopening the Idaho Marvland mine!

Signers Additional Comments Page 34 of 66
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‘District #2 Robert

District #2 Anna

District #2 Marllyn
District #2 Christine
District #2 Margaret

District #2 Steve
District #2 Peggy

District #2 Julianna
District #2 - Lindsay

District #2 Judi
District #2 Constance
District #2 Stephen
District #2 Sean
District #2 Karen

District #2 Gayle

District #2 Melissa
District #2 Connor

District #2 lohn
District #2 Melanie
District #2 MARY
District #2 Richard
District #2 John
\District #2 Christaphe
r
District #2 Darla
District #2 Harrye

District #2 Beth

District #2 Tina

Light r.light808@yahoo.com

Gloria agloria@pm.me

Coring kindredspirits28@hotmail.co

m

Hamrick christyhamrick@yahoo.com
Joehnck . margaretjoehnck@gmail.com

Laveroni laveroni.steve@gmail.com

LeMasters  plpony@yahoo.com

Mona julesmona@att.net
Nelson . Inslsonis@gmail.com
Kriss judijudi706 @gmail.com

Alexander polical525@gmail.com

Anderson- norcallurker@gmail.com

toth

Avera spaveradds@gmail.com
Baker kwinkmiller@comcast.net
Baker Gmmb0723@gmall.com
Becker miabeckerr@gmail.com
Bente connorbente@gmail.com
Brett jhretii@yahoo.com

Bright melaniembright@duck.go

Brooding Marybrooding@gmail.com

Church cectadeacoh@aol.com

Coggins jeoggins@sbbmail.com

Cogswell  ccogswell88@gmail.com

Decker darladecker@aol.com

Defilippi tink1519.T0@gmail.com

Dekker dekker2b@gmail.com

Delisle- tinadecoy@yahoo.com

McCoy

MineWatch "Let's Finish This" Letter

14824 Stoddard Grass Valley
Estate Ln

We just cannot even consider for a moment letting this mine go forward. As stated above, even
though Ben Mossman was replaced as CEO of Rise Gold, the criminal company culture is still
there! There are too many documented problems to allow a project with this many negative
risks to put our county at risk. Unimaginable! Our family urges the Nevada County leaders to
STAND STRONG against intimidation and firmly reject Rise Gold's attempts to pollute our
county with it's Mine and it's culture!

11342 Hidden Grass Valley
Haven Ln

14131 Torrey Pines  Auburn
Dr
23085 Broadmoor Ct Auburn

12501 Wanderer Rd. Auburn

12354 Poplar Road  Auburn

22437 Hidden Auburn
Ranch Rd
12241 Lakeshore S Auburn

+ 24825'Scooter Bug:  Auburn

Lane

10352 Mountain Grass Vallely
Lion Ln

25830 Harvey Rd Grass Valley

15591 clover valley Grass valley
rd

20789 McCourtney  Grass Valley
Rd j ,
14000 Wheeler Grass Valley
Acres Road

19544 Wymer Ln Grass Valley

15805 Carrie Dr. Grass Valley
18323 Mountaintop Grass Valley
Ln

11460 Lower Circle  Grass Valley
or

19759 woodpecker  Grass valley
raving road

15447 Kingsbury cir  Grass Valley

15120 Sunnyvale Grass Valley
Lane

22912 Montclaire  Grass Valley
Court

16919 Bisselt Pl |, Grass Valley

10681 Quail Creek  Grass Valley
Rd

15536 Clover Valley Grass Valley
Road

21695 Oak Grass Valley
Meadows Road

11037 Ball Road Srass Vailey

You hold the power to do what is morally right for the people in Nevada County. No more
destruction of land, air, water for monetary gain.

Slgners Additional Comments Page 36 of 66



99 Jo L€ 3deq

SIUBWWO) [RUOIIPPY S1auBIS

Asjlep ssedn  Aepp SuB|JON HEELT
A3jjep ssesn  Aep uoleys 89791
A3)jep sseun peoy [|eg ¥880T
Aajjep sse1n ‘PY Aeq TSHST
Asjjep sseuo 4Q uosuns 6991

A3|jep sseun '|d epesiss z£S8T
32410 smopesw

A3||eA sseun yaaiq €£2ST
A3jjen sseln PY JIOM STTPT
peoy

Adjlep sseig Ul awi] £/61TT

As|jlepsseln  Aep uld)ly EvDLT
aue|

As|leassel  Sinquay|eA 06E6T

As|jeA ssesn |d luipue] 9ZTLT
As|lep sseag Aepn 01|y €289T

Aajten ssesn Aem 921}y €891
Aepp
Aajjep ssein eIPUBX3|Y GZERT

Asjjep sse1n 3P AJS ZSH0T

Py
Asjlep ssel  y3213 HOM ZSTOT
AITIVA avoy

SSYY9 NYNANv ZeeSt
A9||eA ssedD  ABAA UIAION YOEST

A3|jep ssedD  Aepp SUDION 68ELT
A3j|lep sseun Py jied 6SYTT

As|lepssein  Aepa 1B14L 0£4ST
3ue| MOpPE3A

Aaj|ep ssesn 3uois 67991
Asjlepassers  Aep 103S YTL9T
Aajjep ssexg 10 JIOM THEOT

A3|jen ssesn Aem uedey 98STT

Aajfen sseso Amy 21€3S PIO TLYIT
uq uaney

A3jjen ssesn U3PPIH ZYETT

Aajjep sseuny  Aepp UOSUBH 66/0T
Aep
A3)||ep sseun eIpUeX3|Y.LYZLT

As|lep ssedn 1q elIRiS eIV BESOT
A3jjea sseln  Josduioyl TO60T

peoJ
Ag|lea sses  9yeusapiel TOOST

wod'|lews@eT660WIIPE
wodjlewd@/JowofA
wod'jlews@Ta))|wenays
wod[lewd@eziuodeliss

wod coyeA@zapusuwsd
wod'jlews@uoyewdur|iseq|

Wwod’'|oe@puUeEOWSIEW|

npa‘sinepan @Aamapal

Wwod Jell @uolsewy

wodlews@zunjpuleunow

W0D"SIBUUOWI| @ YIIeMaU|ul
w
07'|1eWS @3OU3IME|PUNDIMBU

woojlewd@Aepoleles

wod ooyeA@spue|duepy
woo|lewd@AlsignAw
wodjlews@woyoleloyep
19u°|eqol33qs@Biusoy 2

13U ne@.ajsspwed

wod'|lews@a|49139) seuof

EOU.:NEuO—.-@SQNU
wodlewd@zeTAludyeleUDl
wo

I'[leujoy @ uasyipusyAsjsom

wod'|lews @UIAPY 13} EM
wojlewd@anensed
18u'[eqo|dags@uosueyipol

wodjoe@Sop|yaleld
wo'|lewd@uaqosjualey
aw'wd@euo|de
wod|lewd@inawold-yeles
wodjlewd@Aiewiiew-as)
wo2'|oe@aurIpydualy
wodewd@autanboefAajuly

wod|lews@pmop uuils|oaiu

193327 ,S1Y1 UsIul4 5,181, YIIRMBUIN

SISO BUBLPY  7#10WISIQ
1950l uor  zH WS
BN nayy  z#Iosig,
JPIN  yBUUAY  ZH PUISIg

zZapuay Ano H# pusIa’
UOYBIADW |Iseg 4 PUIsia
pueiieoy uuA 74 PUISIa

playdey  1ajluuap T PUIsia

uolsey Aeyl # puIsiq
phopq ajoJe) # PUIsIg

J3IUUON3T U3 gHPusIa
3auaIme] 30)Y)  z#PUISIQ
spuejdue eles Z# PUISIgQ
spuejdue ETY H PuIsig

it)

fiaquapuer Apuey Z# PiIsIgl

SuAin
-u03jo)y ejojeq TH 1PUISIq

Siusoy  ausMy)  z#PMISIAl

¥ISSIN V1INV ZH IPMISI
SJIEREN seuof  Z#3ISIA!

ama U3 ZH IS

Auay  ejeusy T# PLISIa
N

ISAYANIH  AISIM T PIsIg

UAIBH  J9Yem  z#uIsIa
piemAey 31e) # Psia
uosuey Apor gy pmSIQ
anSey aof TH#PsIa

13q09 ussey gz 10M18IQ)

eli0|9 oss9f 8 PIsIg
sujyosinHy
-IuBwol9 yeles TH RIS

apaey  elouoa 7H PUIsig
Youaly auelq z# PUISIa
Asjuiy suiPnbler 7# PsIg

pMog  SOAN  z#PMISIA!



District #2
District #2
District #2
‘District #2
District #2

‘District #2
District #2
‘District #2

District #2
! District #2
District #2

:District #2
District #2
iDistrict #2
District #2

‘District #2
District #2

:District #2
District #2

:District #2

District #3

District #3

District #3

iDistrict #3

Anne
Ean
Denise
Jessica
Richard

Chloe
holly
Bohdan

Mary
Anne
Ronald
Judy

Mark
Gerri
Bill
Lydia
Karen

Pam

Sharon
kent and
mollie
Anne

taura

Keith

Mark

Ellen

Moss mossann47@gmail.com
Murphy eanosaur@gmail.com

Nichols- dnichols338@gmail.com
Telford

Parker jirockerS000@gmail.com
Pechon rpechon@gmail.com
Petrone chloepetrone@yahoo.com

petrone hpetrone2006@yahoo.com

Russum bohdan_russum@yahoo.com
Sawi srftopless@yahoo.com

Serb jems948@att.net

Serb jems948@att.net

Sheward sirmarkus9338@gmail.com

Snell justhike@hotmail.com
Urman billurman@gmail.com
Watson lydia.watson88@gmail.com
Wedge karenchtgv@gmail.com

Winterbour lpwint2@gmail.com
ne
Wyatt wyattasinearp@gmail.com

gallagher  kentandmollie@att.net

Fredrickson annepuppy@yahco.com

Gerhart lalliepie@outlook.com

Porter keith@burmaoaks.com

Reilly mark@markreillyarchitecture.
com

Sommers  sommersellen@gmail.com

MineWatch "Let's Finish This" Letter

10137 Daisy King D1

10126 Alta Sierra
Drive #103

15536 Clover Valley
Road

15781 Auburn Rd,
Po Box 3143

10995 Thornicroft
Way

15836 Annie Drive
15836 annie drive

10835 Henson Way
15670 Roving Way

15569 Allison Ranch
Road

15569 Allison Ranch
Road

24150 Restive Way
15934 Thiel way
15557 Gary Way

10273 East Lime Kiln
Road
11147 Ragan Way

10505 Quail Creek
Road
14535 Lauren Lane

10182 old oak trail

15935 Turquoise
Place
11010 Brunswick Dr

12968 Burma Rd.

118 Conaway
Avenue

11082 Copper Drive

Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley

Grass Valley
grass valley

Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley

Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley

Grass Valley
Grass Valley

Grass Valley
grass valley95s

Grass. Valley
Grass
Valley/Cedar

Ridge
Grass Valley

Grass Valley

3rass Valley

Argh. Enough! What a waste of time.
Once and for alll!!

As a child living on Burma Rd. from 1950 to 1954, my family often heard muffled underground
explosions from mining operations. They stopped when mining ceased and any common sense
interpretation of vested rights would conclude that continuous operation ended at that point as
well.

As a Grass Valley homeowner, business owner, and resident, | have the right to clean air, fresh
water, and a healthy environment. The County needs to protect these given and vested rights
of all its residents and not cater to the greed of an outside corporation. Please do the right
thing and Vote No regarding re-opening the mine.

As a resident that will be directly impacted by the traffic, noise and other forms of pollution,
please end the discussion and make a definitive decision to reject then Rise Gold petitions and
any further obfuscations they attempt.

Signers Additional Comments Page 38 of 66
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District #¥3 ~ Suze&  Pfaffinger  suzepfaffinger@yahoo.com 12323, Hoppy GrassValley  ENTRY 1: As a 38 year business & homeowner in Nevada County, Rise Gold Mining will drive us
S pliowifigs & thousands others to leave this county resulting in severe drop in revenue along with the
destruction of the housing & economic market here. It would be a reckless & destructive
decision to allow any mining in this area due to the numerous residential communities here.

ENTRY 2: We have lived here since 1986 off Greenhorn Rd. on Hoppy Hollow Road and the
mine has never been operating since we have been here. Reopening the mine would be a huge
detriment to the several homeowners who currently live close to the mine as their wells would
be n jeopardy of being destroyed along with the congestion caused by trucks running up and
down Brunswick along with the several commuters who use this road daily, along with
destroying property values. It would be reckless for the county to allow the mine to open &
would cause people along with their businesses to leave Nevada County.

District #3  pete christakes  petec030@gmail.com 13030 Holly Branch  Grass Valley ENTRY 1: | have Called Nevada County home since 1980, if this mine were to reopen it would

fau ruin its rustic charm and ,country feeling and tourist attraction. |would be moving out of a
place that i figured on living for the rest of my life. thank you
ENTRY 2: ) moved to Nevada County in 1979 . If this mine should open it will destroy the rural
way of life we now enjoy, and the reason | moved here. The roads will be slammed with trucks,
the air quality destroyed, not to mention the water level in all the surrounding wells and
constant 24 hr operation , noise and night skys being lit up by the mine site. | for 1 will be
putting my property up for sale , and moving out of this county if this mine is allowed to re-
open . Thank you for your time

Pete Christakes

Please support the planning commisions recomendations, and reject this vested rights baloney.
ENTRY 3: Thank you for making the correct decision on vested rights , and being concerned
about this countys water and air quality.

District#3  Chris Steffani  laughingdonkey530@gmail.co Box 1178 Cedarridge  ENTRY 1: | live on top of the IM mine claim. To resurrect an operation that has been gone for 60
" years is just crazy. This is now residential area. The county should buy the land and use it for a
recreation area, with room for pge staging, and green waste emergencies.
NO MINE !

ENTRY 2: Living on top of the Rise site on Brunswick Road, and having seen no mining work
performed there since at least 1977 when we moved to Chicago Park, and 10 year ago to
Kres/Cedar Ridge. The only thing [ have seen there are flea market, firewood storage, and green
waste dropoff. No mine please. Buy it from Rise and make it an CO-OP renewable energy
generation and storage site.

MineWatch "Let's Finish This" Letter Signers Additional Comments Page 40 of 66
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District #3

District #3
District #3

District #3

District #3

District #3

Barbara

Mark
Anita

Kevin

Trinie

Barbara

Raymond

Burton

raymond1902@yahoo.com

markburton500@msn.com

Wald-Tuttle anitajwt@icloud.com

Rhodes

Dalton

Perkins

MineWatch "Let's Finish This" Letter

13071 Colfax Hwy ~ Cedar Ridge ENTRY 1: We have owned property in Cedar Ridge for 48 years -- we have zero confusion about

10462 Newtown Rd

24 Rockwood Drive.

kirhodes_grouper@yahoo.co 160 Conaway Ave,

m

sweettombblog@gmail.com

bperk6564@gmail.com

235 Harper St.

210 Northridge Dr.,

Nevada City
Grass Valley

Grass Valley

Grass Valley

Grass Valley

whether there has been mining at Idaho Maryland during that time. in fact, there was not only
not a mine, there was an active lumber mill. This claim is so preposterous as to be intentionally
fraudulent and | can't help but wonder if the County and the taxpayers are owed money by Rise
for specious, time wasting, expensive actions. What a waste of resources. Obviously, as our
elected officials, you'll need to reject and end this process at this point. Thank you for serving
Western Nevada County.

ENTRY 2: My family has owned and lived on property in Nevada County for 48 years. The land
at Brunswick and Greenhorn was a lumber mill for years when we first arrived in the 1970s - it
has not been a mine in any sense for any of the time we have lived here. | know all of the
Supervisors know that. It is not too late to make an important statement to your constituents
and to the broader public that your commitment is to quality of life, health, safety, and the
economic plan for the western county (centered on recreational tourism courtesy of the natural
resources of the area). Please preserve the precious budget and time of County staff for
activities that will add to the prosperity of our collective home, not severely degrade our
economy, our home values, and our health and safety.

Environmental issues are my #1 priority at voting time.

From the very start of the protest against the re-opening of the Idaho-Maryland mime | have
been active in writing and appearing at meetings and speaking against the re-opening of this
project. It is an accident waiting to happen and does not belong in our community. Please
voice your support for the Planning Commission's unanimous negative vote regarding the re-
opening of the mine.

Grass Valley has made great strides in building a tourist-based economy. Recent downtown
renovations have transformed the city and is attracting lots more tourists to our area. | live in a
neighborhood that would be impacted by blasting and hauling. | did not plant my flag here and
invest all my savings to give it away to a Canadian firm with no vested interest in out
community except to profit. Not right and not fair to us, the longtime residents and taxpayers.

Hello, I'm a local resident who is terribly afraid of the mine illegally reopening as they do not
have any historically vested right. This action on their part just proves they don’t care about
residents here. If the mine reopens my whole family will have to leave the area permanently.
Please say no once and for al
I agree with the above statements. Please reject the mine and save our County from noise,
pollution, and environmental degradation.

Signers Additional Comments Page 42 of 66
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District #3

District #3

District #3

District #3

District #3

District #3

District #3

Tamara

Jessica

Carolyn

Ruth

Joelle

Paula

Linda

Luckinbill Tamaurajean@gmail.com

Rutherford jessicar.msw@live.com

Weisswasse drcarolynweiss@gmail.com
.

Burton mrsruthburton@gmail.com

Soch joybell24@gmail.com

DeGiorgis  wildbugs@gmail.com

Lanzoni Linda@StarshineRanch.org

MineWatch "Let's Finish This" Letter

10788 Bartlett Drv

121 Pine Lane

10938 Bubbling
Wells Rd.

13576 Lower Colfax
Rd

11889 Slow Poke
Lane

417 Maryland Drive

14149 Christopher
Robin Way

Grass Valley

Grass Valley

Grass Valley

Grass Valley

Grass Valley

Grass Valley

Grass Valley

| have faith that our community is not in danger of poor decisions on your behalf in regard to
noise & water pollution due to the obvious impacts of Rise Geld's terrible plan with false claims.
I know you will use your power to do the obvious and right thing and shut this matter down.
Let's finish this and move on!

| have lived and worked in this community since 1983. | am strongly opposed to opening a
mining operation here.

| haved lived just off of Highway 174 for the past twenty years. | drive by the main site every
day on my way to work. it is a deserted, say, with no activity whatsoever over the last 20 years.
It is laughable to say that it has been in continuous use. The planning commission and the
people the community have made an undeniable case against reopening the mine. Let’s close
this case once and for all.

I hape we will not do something that will harm our community and our homes and our
children’s future. Please take this seriously as I'm sure you will. We don’t want to sacrifice our
future.

| live in the edge of Empire Mine State Park just down the road less than a half mile from the
planned location of the Idaho Maryland Mine. | have explored the forest in the area and can
personally attest to the fact that no mining operations have occurred in decades. Even so, the
mining scars of the Empire mine can still be found in my backyard in the form of building debris,
open shafts, and compromised groundwater. Please, let us keep these highly damaging
practices in the past and focus instead on restoration of our beautiful, unique Wolf Creek

ecology. No Idaho-Maryland Mine!
| live nearby and have driven and biked by by this apparently abandoned mine site regularly for

the last 23+ years and | have never observed activity or anything that might indicate there
might be any minding happening there. Rise Gold’s claim that the mine has been active since
the 50’s is ludicrous. It is a ploy and a sham. Please protect our community. Do not be
complicit to this obviously corrupt corporation by doing everything in your power to disallow
this mine from re-opening. It is the right thing to do for the people and the future of Nevada

County.
I live within 1/2 mile of the mine site and have been here 29 years. | cannot believe we are

going thru this.

| cannot believe | could lose my well and end up with a worthless piece of property/house.
I cannot fathom the environmental disaster that could occur to turn our peaceful
neighborhoods into ruins.

I love my home and was planning to stay here forever... but if the crap Canadians win, | will
have to leave.

Please keep that property a true part of CA and don't let the creeps up north get it...
PLEASE vote NO!

To Rise... Please stop the nonsense and go home to Canada... we don't want you in the U.S.A.!
And we don't want your lousy, ugly mine in our beautiful county and in our quiet neighborhood.

Signers Additional Comments Page 44 of 66
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District #3  Mara Betzer chivaloca@gmail.com 632PeltonWay  GrassValley |t's time to move FORWARD and reject the opening of the mine once and for all. There are
many more industries that would benefit locals and create more jobs than this mine. Please say

no.
LIEHEECL el Ul G A e 11793 Lower Colfax Grass Valley |'ve been a Nevada County resident for 41 years, often driving by the Brunswick site, as well as
Vaughan Rd - . ) .
picking up loads of chips over the years and dropping off green waste during recent years. |
have seen nor heard absolutely no mining activity. Clearing mining of the Idaho Maryland mine
was abandoned before | moved here in 1982.
I've been to mines, and there isn't anything that is compatible with habitable areas about them.
There's noise, dirt, poisons, destruction, to name a few things. Grass Valley is a beautiful little
11147 Squirrel town that is looking at catastrophic destruction if that mine is open. The "grandfather clause”
District #3 Kathryn  Gerwig kathrynlg@hotmail.com Creek Road Grass Valley does not apply!
District #3 ~ Gabe Kulp aceswelding@hotmail.com 12819 lomarica  GrassValley |'ve driven past that mine every day for the last 22 years, and there has never been any ongoing
dri AT A . e
- mining activity. This claim is a farce.
District#3  Marilyn  Guida mrg52muse@gmail.com 10137 Stone Arch Dr Grass Valley  f've just been living in Nevada County for two years but for over 50 years, in California and

Texas, | have always been an advocate of protection of the land. Approving this issue would be
like returning to gold rush times in terms of the long term disaster it would be for the land,
water, animals and humans of Nevada County. | trust the

"rise" of the Idaho-Maryland mine will be permanently ended with your decision.
District #3 Denise Ilmanen groovyboomer@comcast.net 213 Celesta Drive Grass Valley  JUST SAY NO!

‘District #3 Peter Burnes ahugetrout-2@yahoo.com 10238 Old Oak Trail Grass Valley Know that your no_jgc:#< stands with you in _.:m_A:Jm the _._mr._” decision.

District #3 Pamela Vadakan pammyjean@gmail.com 426 west main streef grassvalley | egve our beautiful natural mc_‘—.Oc:n::mm as »._Jm< arel!

District#3 Mary Menconi  marymenconi@gmail.com 10131 AltaVista  GrassValley \ost people in our community do not want the mine. Please listen to the large majority of

DRIVE o -
citizens and end this issue, hopefully forever!

District #3  Laina Levy lainalevy@gmail.com 14360 AnchorLn Grass Valley My family lives in the historical mineral rights boundary of the Idaho-Maryland Mine and we
oppose mining activities in our quiet, family neighborhood. The risks far outweigh the potential
benefits.

District #3  Katherine Schugren  kschugren@gmail.com 308 Brighton St Grass Valley My husband and | want to raise our two young children in a safe and healthy community.

Meyer

Permitting the mine to reopen would jeopardize the environmental wellbeing of future

generations. Please do not allow this mine to reopen!

District#3  Nina Cunningham ninaallenc@sbcglobal.net 518 South Auburn  Grass Valley My life in GV will be impossible if the mine opens. | work and live close to the truck route.

Sreet Between diesel exhaust, dust and noise | will have to move. | have three friends who could be
impacted by water issues. They also will experience noise and air pollution including dust from
the mine. Itis a bad deal. It will cost GV/Nevada County to clean up the mess they make and
abandon. Mossman has already abandoned a toxic mess in Canada. Mining is not viable in a
residential area. We already have enough cancer here. | have read about the down side of this
mine and the Planning Commission turned it down for those reasons. | don't trust Mossman
and the company to do what they say. | see Mossman getting his tentacles into local
businesses trying to curry favor. So far his strategy has not worked. Please get rid of this mine
project for once and for all.
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District #3 At Healy ahealy41@sbcglobal.net 11918 £. Bennett Rd. Grass Valley  PLEASE do the right thing and stop the madness of this so-called "Vested Rights." A total
fantasy. Everyone knows that mining was fully abandoned in 1956. In particular the main
Brunswick Site was intentionally converted to a mill operation for many years. Rise's principal
operator, Mr. Mossman, although no longer the "CEQ", is clearly still running the show at the
near bankrupt company. The CEO resighation was just a PR move. Mossman has been proven
to be unethical in Canada, and also Grass Valley during the exploratory drilling, and is now a
convicted environmental polluter. This fantasy of vested rights must be stopped in its tracks.
My family is smack dab in the middle of the underground footprint and we are tired of this
nonsense. With this phony petition, the company has now admitted they DO NOT CARE one bit
about the neighbors or environment. They now ADMIT it is all about pure greed. PLEASE put a
stop to the many years of anxiety for the residents of East Bennett Road and surrounding areas.

District#3  Sandy  Whitford  swhitford204@outlook.com 228 ScotiaPines  Grass Valley ~ Please do what is right and best for our community and do not let Rise Gold's petition pass.

Circle =B . . .
Your community is depending on you doing what is best for Grass Valley and the people who
live here and call it our home.
Thank you.
Sandy Whitford
‘District #3 Rosemary Motz rosemarymotz49@gmail.com 332 Northstar Place GrassValley Please make a clear NO decision to this awful mine proposal.
i #1
District #3 Ari Shirvanioun arishirvanioun@®gmail.com 114 E Main St Grass Valley Pjease say NO to Rise Gold!
‘District #3 Melissa  Neville missy222@gmail.com 12835 Rodriguez Grassvalley  pPlegse shut down the mine proposal once and for all. Thank you. |
court .
District #3  Ann Montes amgardens@gmail.com 10350 smith street  Grass Valley  please, end this madness. No amout of money is worth the risk of damaging our land and water
systems.
iDistrict #3  Marianne Hicklin slerrabreeze@yahoo.com  13040Frostyln  GrassValley please-move quickly to put the final nail in the coffin & bury this ill-conceived & dangerous plan _W

to re-apen this mine once & for all!

MineWatch "Let's Finish This" Letter Signers Additional Comments Page 48 of 66



99 40 6 9eq SIUBWWOY) [EUOINPPY 543UBIS 181337 ,S1YL YSIuL 5,187, Y9IEMBUIIA

"AJUNWIW 09 3y3 399ds3aJ 1,Us30p 1Byl 3uay paledo| Auedwod paumo-udiaio) e Juem 1,uop

3\ 2uUIW 3yl uadoal 0} POMO}[e i 99 pjnom A3yl SNojjed Moy S91eJISUOWaP S|eldlyjo Ajunod
3y pue A3|(eA SseJD JO SudZ|3D 3yl INOGE UM SBY pjoD) 3siy 1Byl BpN1IIIE [NJUIEPSIP BYL  Asjep ssein 15 uIngny N 997 worjews@ieqoy  uewjoH Aute £#19143510
‘JUSPIA 3Je pJodal YdeJ] ASNoj B ylim SS3UISNg Uelpeur) Siyl ol siiyauaq

Syl 3UDISIX3UOU S| BDIE JNO 0] HJSU3Q Y] ¢S LISIW SLIES Y] 3) LW 0] NUIIUOI 3M P|NOM
1By "pue| 8y3 0} S8ewep Jusuew.ad pasnes sey eale ay) Ul JoAB3pUD Suluiul AIBAS ‘SaWIY

0
1U223J 03 5,068T Y31 Wwold "sisistad Suiuiw jo As0351y 3sed ano wody AJunod siyj 01 23eWep 8yl  Asjepssess  Adjen MMLM MMMMM 19U"1SEIWOd @}y UIBYIEY IH  uaspyiey €4 1011510
‘S9UO [PJUBWIUOIIAUD 31 01 UONIpPe Ul W3|qold 3|q1ia} B 3q PINOM Dljjel] [BUOIHPPE BYL  Asjep ssein aue Apue) 7 Wwoo'suljjosuuelBuEl@uef suyjoD 1oUEf €4 1PUISIg
"NOANUBY] Asjepssess  aueyAsuen gg8TT  WodewS@sinep niApusm sine@ Apusm £4 1213510
wo
}JOM INOA J0J NOAYUBYL  4g)ep ssein 15 pAor] $TZ 2'00yeA@yinoAloysiysienba uos|o Aed £4 1PUISIg
"snojnaipu Sulwosaq si 0s 10 s1eah ual Auaaa deud siyl ysnoayl o3
o] ¢)4ed e oqul pauiny pue Ajunod ay3 Aq 3ySnoq aq Apadoud eyl 3,ued Ay "suasduod suiuiw
Suiieaquano yo AuuelAl ayl Jo 2313 Al1aqI) e pue ‘ajy Addey e ‘yjeay poos ym s1eINSUWWOD
S138Y3 94| Jo Ayjenb e 01 3yB11 ay3 s1udpIsal S dunsse 01 ‘ajqissod JI ‘uo1IN3ISU0d B ysijqelsa
01 Aluno) epeaay Joj awiy st 3 sdeysad ‘aaded uo Buiyiou s1 213yl §| ‘siosiaIadns pawlsalse
INo U3A2 ‘}jauaq s,2uoAlana 01 aq pjnom 1 se ‘o] Jo Alljenb J1ay1 Suiniasasd u) 15a431ul palsan
e aAeY AJUNO) BPBASN O SUSZIND BY] 'SUISOU0I J1ay] pue 3jdoad a3yl Juasaidal siosialadns =iy

3yl Ajdewud 3eys uojzdwinsald 1084100 € S| 343Y) ‘SI921JO PI1IS|D JB SI0SIAIAANG BIUIS  Agjepssesn  “15(004dS 'S ZIT  19UeqO|3oqs@9pzpiemp3  psuewhzs  plempl €4 1913510

anQ oImsunIg
aulw ou ‘INd A|dWIS  agpiyiepany  0TOTT ‘285 %09 0d  WOI"PNOII@MOUMOBLZIED sineg  euleie) €4 19U1SI0
AJUNIUY) EPEASN 40 USZIND BUDHOM PIBY PUE JUSPISL "IARY "EIOW SLEW Al

‘Aj313duls
"aNss| S{Y3} SSaJPPE 01 }JOM piey pue uol1eJapISUGI ‘Bl JNoA Joj suey |

‘salle|es 030 JUeNGIoxXa pue suyoid 33e10dI10d UMO SY Isnf
10U ‘SUI2q|oM |BJUSWUOIIAUS PUR IWIOU0ID S, AHUNWWOD INO Ul ,pPa1SaIalul PpAISIA, B 3ney 1ey)
ssauisng paseq Aj[eao| ‘||ews poddns pue sanHNuU 03 spaau siosiAadng jo pleog ‘0D ‘ASN YL

's19Aed xe} [BJ0] UO UlRJP J3Y10UB 3] P|NOM S3NSS)

[EIUSWILOIIAUS 1133} 104 P3JO} UOW 3] O} Paau O} 3aNuUOd 0] USY] PUe payels 138 o3 yonw
SIY1 51502 2.3y ssauisng anp 0] sjuem leyl Auedwod A1 §i 9401q 1ej) 3q pjnom Aunod ay)
‘A3]|BA SSBID) 951y 10} 553004d MBIASL PBPUIIXI SIYL Ul paIsem

U23q aAeY SJe|jop Xel Auew MOY JOpISUOD 0] SPS3uU 0s|e SI0SIAIBANS JO pieog "0 "A3N 3YL
*Aluno) epeadN

ul ssausng Sujuiw e op 01 Atjige s,Auedwod siy3 pua o1 ,910A ON ,, ‘S10SiAJdNS J0 pieog
‘0 EPEASN 3Y3 .04 ||BJ sy} Hoddns 1eyl anoge pajsl| stulod Y1 || wutye pajuem |

‘any
's1YS1y PAIS3A 03 WL sl 03 ASj|BA SSBID 351y JO UOINIRd 03 AuSp 03 210A ,ON,, V :3Y  Asyepssern BISIA B)Y €89TT  WOI°SUOIIEISOJUNI@3LIBWAJY eiopy  aueN Al €4 101151



District#3  Ralph  Silberstein  ralphasil@gmail.com 10505 Bragg Ave  GrassValley  The evidence is clear that the IM Mine was shut down in 1956, all the assets were sold off, and
even the mineral rights were sold off with a few years. The mine was clearly abandoned by
1960. Please vote NO on the absurd Vested Rights Petition and move as soon as possible to a
final hearing and vote to deny the Use Permit and EIR.

Thank you.

District #3  Rick Sanger misc@shirobliss.com 132 conawayave  GrassValley  The future wealth of this area is not in heavy industry but in preservation of natural beauty and
an environment appealing to families, entrepreneurs, and retired people. Let's keep the money
local and keep in mind that wealth is much more than money

District #3 Theresa  Mclaughlin cstjmclaughlin@msn.com 14166 Loma Rica Dr Grass Valley The |ist of reasons to deny permitting of the Idaho Maryland Mine far exceeds any potential
benefits to this community. Say NO to Rise Gold and their frivolous attempt to claim "vested

rights".
District#3  Paul King king.california@yahoo.com 13063 Somerset  GrassValley  The mine has NOT been in continuous operation. There has been NO business in continuous
e operation on the property. The city and community has changed dramatically since previous
operations. Make a clear and final decision to end this application to start this business.
District 43 John Vaughan  jvaughan1946@gmail.com 11793 Lower Colfax GrassValley The Rise Vested Rights Petition is as flawed as their EIR. There are dozens of erroneous
ki assumptions, misleading statements and factual errors. Active mining each and every day since
1954 does not stand up to even mild scrutiny.
District #3 Catherine Epstein catherine7epstein@gmail.co 12474 Squirrel Grass Valley  The voices of Grass Valley have spoken, the _u_m:q.::m commission recommendations must
" S stand. Please reject the vested rights petition! It is simply not valid.
District #3  Janet Miller jmiller@gv.net 10401 Jitney Lane  GRASS There is not much more to add. As a citizen of Nevada County for over thirty years, | am asking
Sistre you to say "NO” in no uncertain terms, to re-opening the Idaho-Maryland Mine.
District #3 Katherine Monte kseamanm@yahoo.com 1406 Mulberry Dr  Grass Valley There weren't considerations for
the environment when this mine
was open 70 years ago.
Scientifically, we've grown and
now know the dangers of
opening this mine,
The health and welfare of our
community now and in the future
is paramount.
Please vote NO to protect the
Nevada County community.
District#3  Ellen  Macdonald emacdona@sbcglobalnet 10581 BraggAve  Grass Valley This is no time to be messing with our water. We are in a mega drought in spite of the rain.
S L T R EretataiEEEpafliom MWH M_%mamo: GrassValley  This is the wrong project in the wrong place. Don't let industrial scale mining ruin Grass Valley
ree

and Nevada City. No amount of money it brings the area is worth destroying peoples lives. This
will definitely be an issue that will affect our district supervisor vote in the future.

Allowing Rise to mine gold in the proposed area is not good for the people of Nevada County. It
would be a huge step backwards in terms of making Grass Valley and Nevada City better places
to live and/or visit.
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District #3 Kim Bacon kimbacon0l@gmail.com 10732 Bartlett Dr
District #3 Ray Baldock baldockr@comcast.net 12975 Somerset Dr
District #3 Lynn Barakos Ibarakos@berkeley.edu 14278 Koala Lane
District #3 Elizabeth Barron lizabarron88@yahoo.com 10880 Footwall
Drive
District #3 Marika Beck marikanoelbeck@gmiail.com 12669 Greenfields
| o S WY
‘Qminﬂ #3 Gail Begany gailbegany@yahoo.com 210 Sutton Way apt
1 207
District #3 Sky Behimer woahitsskyD3@gmail.com 12448 Old Mine Rd
mmwwm.ﬁ #3  Veronica Behlmer  getveronika@hotmailcom 12448 Old Mine Rd
|District #3 TOM BEHLMER  gogettom@hotmail.com 12448 Old Mine Rd
District #3 Matty Behr mattybehr@gmail.com 17044 Pine Peak Rd
District #3 Catherine Benetatos cathybenetatos@gmall.com 19141 Wild Oak
Road
District #3 Linda Benson bensonlkl@comcast.net 323 Northstar Place,
Unit C
District #3 Margaret Berliner magspow3@gmail.com 12803 MacBoyle
Powers Way
District #3 Dan Berry dannydarinberry@yahoo.com 12702 beaver dr
District #3 Andrea  Berry andreaddailey@gmall.com 12702 Beaver Dr
District #3 Linda Bertolino-  bertolinokainlinda@gm 260 Arcadia Drive
Kain m
District #3 Donald Blake beverlyblake@ymail.com 14528 Little Hill Lane
District #3 Ingrid Block ingblock85@gmail.com 435 colfax avenue
District #3 Charlotte Bolinger charbolinger@gmail.com 229 Success Ming
Loop
District #3 Libby Bonomelo  libbybono22 @att.net 13906 Wolf Hollow
Road
District #3 linda boswall colebos@yaheo.com 14023 Glenn Pines
Rd.
District #3 Donna Bowman disbowman@icloud.com 12467 Beaver dr
District #3 Tod Bowman Single-d@pacbell.net 12467 Beaver Dr.
District #3 Fiona Brock fionabrock221b@gmail.com 11255 VISTA AVE
District #3 Toby Brack tobybrock@gmall.com 617 Todd Ct
District #3 Natalie Browning  waxgoddess@tahoo.com 12899 Anvil Rd
District #3 Stephanie Brugger elessar.life@gmall.com 14377 Fifield Rd
District #3 Martha Burdick- 12barmama@gmail.com 10277 Gold Dr
Mohr
{District #3 Roz Burgan rhburgan@mail.com 11107 Squirrel
Creek Rd
District #3 Janah Campbell  janahcamp@gmail.com 13560 FLETCHER LN
District #3 Sandra Carrion cadwomnl@gmail.com 2 Dever Lane
|District #3 Casey Chapman  casey.chapman01@gmail.co 12381 Sunset Ave
|
i m
{District #3 Anna Chappell sickvelvet@gmail.com 13725 manion
f canyon rd
District #3 JoAnn#3  Chatlien jchatlien@yahoo.com 10555 Bragg Ave.
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District #3

District #3
District #3

District #3
District #3

District #3

iDistrict #3

District #3
District #3

District #3

District #3
District #3
District #3

District #3
iDistrict #3
District #3
District #3

District #3
District #3

District #3
District #3
District #3
District #3

District #3

District #3

District #3
District #3
District &3

District #3
District #3
District #3
District #3
District #3
District #3
District #3
District #3

Melissa

Kathleen
Tom

Dana
LISA

DONALD
Ornells

Teresa

Gardenia
Kathryn

Elizabeth
George

Leslle

Dorothy
Kristen
Hannah
Richard

Nancy
Glna

Cody
Heather
Jenny
Eileen

Nancy
Nicki

Rosemary
Joyce
Mariah

James
Jan
Robert
Christy
William
Susan
Lore
Nancy

Fowlkes

Fraga
Frantz

Frasz

FREDERIKSE
N
gagliasso

Gallagher

Gaman

Gardener
Gereig

Gernes
Geros

Goetzke

Goodnow
Gorski
Greenpine
Groff

Groff
Groom

Grout
Haddock
Hale
Hale

Hamilton
Hansen-Dix

Hill
Hoffman
Howard

Howard
Howard
Hubbard
Hubbard
Huddleston
lversen
James
lJeffery

MineWatch "Let's Finish This" Letter

farrellfalks@hotmail.com

fragakathleen@gmail.com

norcaltom@gmx.com

danafrasz@gmail.com

actionplan2012@gmail.com

donaldgagliasso@comecast.ne
t
ornellagallagher@gmall.com

tagaman@sbcglobal.net

gardeniagardener@gmail.com
kathrynlg@hotmail.com

ribet2@comcast.net
gcgeros@gmail.com

lesliezephir@yahoo.com

djgoodnow@gmail.com
pharmagirrl@hotmail.com
hannahlpine@gmail.com

rmgroffdvm@gmail.com

njgroff@sbcglobal.net
gina.m.groom@gmail.com

grout.cody@gmail.com
hhaddock@hotmail.com
jennyhaledesign@gmail.com
eileenmice@eileenadelehale,

com
yadayadal148@gmail.com

nhansendix@yahoo.com

rosemary.hilil@att.net
joyceasmyself@gmall.com

howard.mariah@gmail.com

icikhoward@gmail.com
janetkaygfi@gmail.com
huboboe@comcast.net
hubbard714@comcast.net
hud56@sbcglobal.net
susanil07@hotmail.com
lorejsantacruz@gmail.com

najeffery@gmail.com

13897 Highland
Drive
171 Ryans Lane

10579 Rainbow
Ridge rd
10554 Sierra Drive

16440 PINE KNOLL
ROAD
14035 DIAMOND CT

10530 Cedar Ave,

594 Butler St.

10443 Hanging Wall
Drive

11147 Squirrel
Creek Road

57 Wendy Circle

12933 elk In

227 North Auburm
Street
12477 0Old Mine Rd

12188 Colfax Hwy
14326 Star Dr
13017 Somerset Dr.

13017 Somerset
12436 Beaver Drive

133 Badger Lane
630 Le Duc St
12303 Polaris Dr
10833 Pine Hill Dr

12161 E Bennett Rd

115 UNION JACK ST
38
168 W Empire St

266 No. Auburn St.
14399 Tim Burr Lane

224 Horizon Circle
224 Horizon Cir
12966 Mink Ct
12966 Mink Court
14459 la Noria Ct
219 Horizon Circle
10808 Gold Hill Dr.
119 Windsor Lane

Grass Valley

Grass Valley
Grass Valley

Grass Valley

GRASS
VALLEY
GRASS
VALLEY
Grass Valley

Grass Valley
Grass Valley

Grass Valley

Grass Valley
Grass Valley

: Grass Valley

Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley

Grass Valley
Grass Valley

Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass valley
Grass Valley

Grass Valley
Grass Valley

Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley

Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass Valley
Grass valley
Srass Valley
Srass Valley

Srass Valley
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District #3
District #3
District #3

District #3
District #3

Dlstrict #3
District #3

District #3

District #3
District #3

District #3
District #3

District #3
District #3

District #3
District #3
District #3
District #3

District #3
District #3
District #3
District #3

District #3
District #3

| District #3
|

District #3
District #3

District #3

District #3
District #3

District #3
District #3

James
Alexis
Karen

Dorla

terri

Maureen
Bob

NANCY

Carole
Martha

M Rynda
Kathy

Victoria

Alison

Tara
Aurora
Alex
Megan

Salem
Ljubleca
Jason

Kuliaikanu
u

gary
Karen

Natina

Michelle

Karfe
Carole

shirley

Teresa

Pattie

Evan

McMaster
McSweeney
Meisenheim

er
Menmuir

Michel

Miranda

Mora
MORRIS

Morrison

Naythons
Norsell
Ogburn

Oliver

Osbom

Osbourn
Packard
Palm

Perez-
Carpenter
Peterson
Petrasic
Petrovffsky
Petzoldt

pierazzi
Plrki

Pistone

Plante

Ploeger
Porashin

Porter
Poston

Prentice

Ramos

MineWatch "Let's Finish This" Letter

jdmemaster@hotmail.com
alexismmesweeney@gmail.co
m

kifrogster@gmail.com

dkmenmuir@gmail.com

terri.michel@gmail.com

mozophotol@yahoo.com

bob3degree@yahoo.com
nancyamorris1247@gmail.co

m
wawonacarole@gmail.com

mardinaythons@yahoo.com
rynda@sbbmail.com
kmogburn2 @gmail.com

vmares73@gmail.com

alisonosborn@sbeglobal. net

tm.deloro@gmail.com
aurorapackard@gmail.com
alexwpalm@gmail.com

m.encantada@gmail.com
salemgpeterson@gmail.com
ljubica_petrasic@yahoo.com
jasonpetrovffsky@gmail.com
kjpetzoldt@gmall.com

pierazzi@pacbell.net

pirkyS4@gmail.com
natinamaria@hotmail.com

michelleplante@gmall.com

karieploeger@ymail.com
poroshin.mntgri@gmail.com

shirley@burmaoaks.com

13567 Raccoon Grass Valley
Mtn. Rd.
12836 Greenhorn Rd Grass Valley

117 Huntington Grass Valley
Court
15111 Sunny Hill Grass Valley

115 independence ct Grass Valley

14057 Collter Rd Grass Valley

11683 Alta Vista Grass Valley
Avenue
224 S. Church St. Grass valley

13322 Hobart Lane  Grass Valley
15450 S Ponderosa  Grass Valley

12769 Friar Tuck Rd  Grass Valley
300 Vistamont Drlve Grass Valley

268 Cornwall Ave Grass Valley
200 Dorsey Dr#18  Grass Valley

388 Clark St. Grass Valley
420 Kate Hayes St Grass Valley
919 Free man Ln Grass Valley
10461 sliver way Grass Valley

329 Miners Trail Grass Valley

705 Morgan Ranch  Grass Valley
Dr

311 Alta Street APT  Grass Valley
D

127 Berriman Loop  Grass Valley

13997 emeraldct  grass valley
149 Highlands Court Grass Valley

13965 La Barr Grass Valley
Meadows Rd
184 Lucas Lane Grass Valley

11390 Squirrel Creek Grass Valley
168 McNab Circle  Grass Valley

12968 Burma Rd. Grass Valley

poston-poston @sbcglobal.net 415 Neal Street Grass Valley

pattieprentice@yahoo.com

deadmoonnight79@gmaill.co
m

168 Highlands Ct Grass Valley
346 Rhade Island St Grass Valley
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iDistrict #3 Emlie Stallings
District #3 Mika Stickford

District #3 Monique Streit
District #3 James Stuart

District #3 Regina T
District #3 Erin Tarr

District #3 Megan Taylor-Hren
District #3 Gregory  Thrush
District #3 Mark Toelkes

District #3 James Van Bonn

District #3 Nicholas Vaughan

District #3 Adrianne Vincent
District #3 Glinger Ward

District #3 Greg Ward

District #3 Maria Ware
District #3 April Webb

District #3 Kim Weber
District #3 Christine Weber

District #3 Melodee Webster
District #3 Kaye Wedel
District #3 Gregory Weisswasse
U_mﬁ_._nn.uw Dave “.\<m=rm:mm:
District #3 Robert White
District #3 Margery  Williams
District #3 Christoph Willlams

er
District #3 Michelle Wingfield
District #3 Jessamine Witte
District #3 Keith Wood
District #3 Deborah Woodard

District #3 Emma Woods

District #3 susan wright

MineWatch "Let's Finish This" Letter

snsclc@sbcglobal.net 516 Brighton St Grass Valley

mistick3 @gmail.com 11543 W Brookview Grass Valley
Drive

monique.strelt22@gmall.com 145 Rockwood Dr.  Grass Valley

jimstuartz@yahoo.com 307 Washington Grass Valley
Street
ginagray@comcast.ner 117 Oliver Ln Grass Valley
erinltarr@gmail.com 710 Doris Dr Grass Valley
thevegansemall@gmail.com 12267 Rough and Grass Valley
ReadyHwy#2 = = _
gregory.m.thrush@gmail.com 220 Lloyd St Grass Valley
marktoelkes@gmall.com 14788 Arrowhead  Grass Valley
mine road
jvanbonn@gmail.com 129 Lidster Ave Grass Valley

av.soundofbliss@gmail.com 10960 Cedar Way  Grass Valley

adriannevincent@me.com 206, Race St Grass Valley

gingerward1@prodigy.net 13120 Wood Rose  Grass Valley

R .- A

grrgward1@ prodigy.net 13120 Wood Rose  Grass Valley
Way

hptbmaria@yahoo.com 14232 Star Drive Grass Valley

webb.renee.april@gmail.com 16004 greenhornrd Grass Valley

flyingbear76 @gmail.com 13633 Brass Circle  Grass Valley

cgardenrun@gmail.com 10862 CONE TREE =~ GRASS
TRL VALLEY
dee@messagedu.net 12856 Burma Oaks  Grass Valley
Road
kaye.wedel@gmail.com 13259, Wood Rose  Grass Valley
Way
drgregnd@gmail.com 10938 Bubbling Grass Valley
Wells Rd
davearlmusic@gmail.com 140 Buckingham Ct  Grass Valley
bob@whitetool.com 13171 Woof Rose  Grass Valley
Way

margerywilliams1948@gmail. 152 Apple Avenue  Grass Valley
com
sabawllliams@gmail.com 718 w main Grass valley

michellevu910@gmail.com 12156 Dogwood Grass Valley

Road
jessamine.witte@gmail.com 10511 Hanging Wall Grass Valley

Drive
werewolfwood@googlemail.c 235 Harper St. Grass Valley

om
deborahland66@yahoo.com 11321 Beauview Rd Grass Valley

emmawoods925@gmail.com 114 E Main St Grass Valley

susanpatricewright@gmail.co 165 West Empire St Srass valley
m
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District#4  David  Putnam  dave@daveandlisa.net 16318 Footehold  GrassValley | am a 67 year old resident of Nevada County. The year that | was born was last time that the
e Idaho Maryland Mine was in operation. Our community has spoken loudly and clearly that they

are not in favor of allowing mining operationsto resume there. Rise Gold's campaigne game of
smoke and mirrors, misleading press releases, post card mailings to citizens and promises that
resumption of mining operations will bring a boon to the local economy have sham written all
over them.
Clearly, the property in and around the mine has evolved from rural in the 1950s to residential
in current times. The truck traffic and noise caused by mining operations is not something that
fandowners and businesses adjacent to the property bargined for when they acquired their
property.
Given their track record of mining operations in British Columbia | have very fittle doubt that
Rise Gold would choose to walk away from their responsibilities to mitigate ecological issues if
they were allowed to resume oprations at Idaho Maryland Mine and not achieve the level of
return on investment. Even worse yet | fear that the risk of a collapse like the one that occured
at Siskon Mine in 1995. In the end, the taxpayers would end up holding the bag.

District#4 ~ Roger ~ Vancouwen rvancoul@gmail.con 13406 HootOwl  NevadaCity | gppreciate the unanimity in this matter of the Board in recent votes. | hope to see unanimity
berghe Road . . ) N . . \ . .
in upcoming votes regarding Rise Mine's effort to invade Nevada county. I'm obviously against
the mine, but I'm against it because we're a long established bedroom community. This is not
the middle of the Nevada desert. | know you so | know how you're going to vote, so | asked
rhetorically, please support this community and vote against Rise Mine.

District #4  Peter  Stevenson ps98212@gmail.com 12481 PalmerRd  NevadaCity | believe the only way this mine operation would be profitable is to bypass all environmental
safety conditions and historically that is what ultimately happens. It's what they did in Canada
and its what they'll do here. Absolutely please stop this disastrous venture .
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District #4

District #4

District #4

.District #4

District #4

District #4

District #4

District #4

District #4

District #4

District #4

District #4

District #4

District #4

Matthew Stibbe

Anna Reynolds

Duncan  Linthicum

Maggie Crane

Christie  Brockett

Shannon  Boling

Anita Lincoln
Pearson

Laura Violette

David Kimmel

Kathleen Kerrigan

Amy Umpleby

Marianne Sippel

Jennifer  Long

Shelly Erdei

MineWatch "Let's Finish This" Letter

stibbe.matthew@gmail.com

edifyart@saber.net

duncanlinthicum@gmail.com

maggie@maggiecrane.com

cbangelstouch@yahoo.com

whereisshannon@gmail.com

anitapearson16@yahoo.com

loveps23@gmail.com

3jewels3@gmail.com
justkate75@gmail.com

Amyump@gmail.com

msippel56@gmail.com

jenlobell@gmail.com

erdei@sbcglobal.net

19600 Toyon Dr.

14328 BARR RANCH
ROAD

16298 Hillaire Rd

15318 Indian
Springs Rd

12702, Roadrunner
Drive

15888 Hovick Stone
Way

18599 Majestic
View Court

10894 Cavitt Lane

18163 Lake Forest
Drive

10136 Mooney Flat
Road

14118 Beitler Road

13549, Borrelli Road

16665 Eden Ranch
Road

14209 Oak Ridge Rd

Penn Valley

Nevada City

Rough and
Ready

Penn Valley

Penn Valley
Rough and
Ready
Penn Valley
Rough and

Ready

Penn Valley
Smartsville

Nevada City

Nevada City

Nevada City

>enn Vailey

It makes zero sense to backtrack and allow larger scale mining back into this area after all of the
environmental damage it created the first time. Not to mention the utter lack of respect for the
environment and environmental agreements in past Rise Gold ventures. As a company they
have shown their word and even signatures on documents cannot be trusted if it impedes their
mining in the least bit. They and all future large scale mines should be shut out of the district as
times have changed and even their minor supposed economic benefits of the mine are minimal
at best and pale in comparison to the damage they will inevitably incur to the entire area.

It seems incredible to me that Rise Gold has gotten so far with its untenable, damaging, and
arrogant project. Nevada County surely is smarter, and more aware of current reality, than to
allow a re-up of the tremendous damage that began almost 175 years ago! Those with
appropriate authority have an obligation to end this odious project and others like it that might
show up. We need to be better going forward.

tt would be a huge step backwards for this community to become a mining town again. The
price to pay is way to high.

Let's not put finances for a few ahead of quality of life for a whole community}

Opening this mine would be a detriment to our entire community! Please don’t fall for Rise
Golds lies!!
Our children and our community depend on you to reject their ridiculous vested rights petition!

Please protect our community, the environment and our water. This land is irreplaceable, the
damage is permanent.

Please reject Rise Gold pursuit of any part of the Idaho Maryland Mine. It is clear they lack
integrity and their only goal is to destroy our beautiful community we call home. Your job is to
protect us all from this clearly insane and dangerous proposed project that would leave our
area devastated and disrupted forever.

Please stop this ill advised project that will harm the community.

Thank you for protecting the health and safety of ALL Nevada County residents.

The excessive groundwater use and pollution that would be caused by reopening this mine are
reason enough not to allow it. People who rely on groundwater near and downstream from the
mine could effectively lose their homes, if their wells are polluted. Rise Gold has a history of
mismanagement of projects and can't be trusted. Get them out of here before they ruin our
town!

The people have spoken. It's a NO! Mining is a negative forever in our backyards. Read our
history.

There are no convincing arguments to support mining activity close to homes and our local
business communities. As a resident of Nevada City for over 50 years and a retired county
employee | count on a clear NO to Rise Gold.

This county has been mined and is still dealing with the ramifications of mining for almost a
hundred years now! We citizens deserve better than opening this can of worms again!
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|District #4
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| District #4
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District #4
District #4

District #4

District #4
District #4
District #4

District #4
District #4

District #4

District #4
District #4
District #4
|District #4
I

IDistrict #4
District #4

‘District #4

District #4
‘District #4
District #4

District #4
District #4

District #4

District #4
District #4

District #4
District #4

District #4

Wendy " vanden

;moaoi
Sarah
Dee Anne

patricia

Carollne
Christobal

Dean. :
Melissa

Kat &
Barbara
Rachel

4 Nancy -

Susan

NATHANIE
L
Sarah

Karen
Malea
Bruce
Dominica

Karen

Denise
Margaret
Carol

Kerstin

Helen
Tim and

Sandra
Deena

Sarah
Bonnie
Jaleila

Diane

Helder
Alves

Coleman

Dinelli

dwyer
Fike

Fitzpatrick

Fogle
Funk

Galindo

Gicker

Henson .

Hopkins

INGERSOLL

McKay

Melquist]

Morris

_S..um_m<

Mottarella

Niles

Osowick
Philipsborn

Richey

Ronsiek

Sanderson

Scott

Smith
Sparks
Walker
Torres

King

Cherry
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wvdhelder@gmail.com

hﬂ.m..ﬂw.:.@nq:mm_.noa

22702 Lencrest Lane Grass Valley

12655 Little Deer ~ Nevada City
Creek Lane

sarah@colemanpaintings.com 14324 Lois Lane Nevada City

deeannedinelli@gmall.com

patiomail@yahoo.com
cvflke@gmail.com

13050 Little Deer Nevada City
Creek'Lane
17173 sages road nevada city

moriah.fitzpatrick@outlook.c 16474 cornflower  Nevada city

om
dean.fogle@gmall.com

Melissatat2@gmail.com
katgal5S@ymail.com

10455 Bitney Nevada City
.. SpringsRd___ - .

court

12005 Tulane Drive  Nevada City

PO Box 793 Nevada City

12627 Sleepy  Nevada City

HollowWy

rachel.gicker@gmail.com
nancylmhl@gmail.com

susandhpeace@gmail.com

ningersall@gmall.com

sarahmckay3@gmail.com

14153 LILY CREEK Nevada City
TRL

14178 Grizzly Hill Nevada City
Road

12959 Woolman Nevada City
Lane

13680 Bltney NEVADA CITY
__SpringsRd

16246 Bitney Nevada City

Springs Rd

Jackandkarenturner@gmall.co 18209 Cruzon Gd Nevada City

m
maleacats@gmail.com

bjmosley7655@gmail.com

Rd/ PO Box 1675

14340 Boquest Drive- Nevada City
12549 Little Deer  Nevada City
Creek Ln

indimenticabilel@yahoo.com 13307 Byron Rd Nevada City

kaubreyn@gmall.com’

dofo@succeed.net
mphilipsborn@gmail.com
blueghiab4@yahoo.com

ksronsiek@gmail.com

rohinichela@gmail.com
svscott123@gmail.com

smithdeena@gmail.com

sshbasho@gmail.com
bonunie@att.net
jaleilaking@hotmall.com

nsj_cherry@yahoo.com

10437 Mackinac Nevada City
Court

12826 Newtown Rd Nevada City
13850 owl creekrd  Nevada city

16494 Bitney Nevada City
Springs Rd
13018 Gray Lane Nevada City

14618 Tyler Foote = Nevada City
Roa, #187

17077 Cruzon Grade Newvada Clty
Road

10890 Yukon Way  Nevada City

22000 Lost River Rd Nevada City

12965 Daisy Blue Nevada City

Mine Rd

12293 Robinson Rd  Nevada City,
CA

10599 Tobacco Road North San
Juan

Signers Additional Comments
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District #4
IDistrict #4

_Qmiﬁ #4
District #4
District #4
:District #4
District #4
District #4

District #4

District #4

District #5
istrict #5

District #5

‘District #5
District #5

:District #5
District #5

:District #5
District #5

:District #5

District #5

\District #5

District #5

Vivian

Suzanne
Gudrun
Theresa
Jacquelyn
Gloria
krisanne
Elizabeth
Stephanie

Craig

Barney
Deeanne
karyn

Rita
Esther

Ginny
Cherylann

susan
Diane
Paul

david

Lisa
Renee
John

Sue

Torres

Warren
Zomerland
Hioki
Mattoon
Molin
olson

Rose
Steyer

McCann

Dewey
Purchase
gladstone

Jennings

Alice

CAMERON

Castanieto
cutuli
Gross
Jorgensen

reed

Reinhardt
Wade
Sorensen

Sorensen

MineWatch "Let's Finish This" Letter

vrtorres1956@gmail.com

suzannewarren23@gmail.co
m

zomerlandg@gmail.com
t.l.hioki@gmail.com
songbirdhelper@comcast.net
petesglo@aol.com
Krisannie@icloud.com
elizabetharose20@gmail.com

sjsteyer@mac.com

cmccann@zort.pro

barney@deweys.org

deeannepurchase@gmail.co
m

thekaryn@gmail.com

riitamari@jps.net

destheralice@gmail.com

ginnycameron@gmail.com

nccherylann@att.net
scutuli@hotmail.com
blueskydelights@gmail.com
paul@themagiccarpet.biz

fandorfarm@gmail.com

lisalureinhardt@gmail.com
renee.wildrose@gmail.com
jasorenl0@gmail.com

truckeesue@gmail.com

18389 Jayhawk
18065 Biladeau Lane

12720 Golden Trout
Way

12952 Rough and
Ready highway

10140.Ranch Rd.

12952 Rough and
Ready Hwy
10389 No.
Ponderosa Way
13672 Quail Alley

10719 Lombardi Rd

12741 Caleb Drive
10412 Mercury Dr

17033 Jones Ridge
Rd
20224 Red Dog Rd

22398 State Hwy 20

15969 Red Dog Rd
174590 Lazy Dog Rd.

11939 casci ridge
road
19720 Legacy Lane

16547 Indian flat
road
25000 fandor

19236 Blue Ridge Re¢

26532 Wampum
Way

13759 Donner Pass
Road

13758 Donner Pass
Road

Penn Valley
Penn Valley

Penn Valley

Rough and
Ready
Rough and
Ready
Rough and
Ready
Rough and
Ready
Rough and
Ready
Rough and
Ready
Smartsville

Truckee
Grass Valley
grass valley

Grass Valley
Nevada City

Nevada City
Nevada City

Nevada City
Nevada City
Nevada City

nevada city

Nevada City
Nevada City
Truckee

Truckee

| believe that opening any old mines in Nevada County is a bad precedent; pushing our
communities back decades. { have second home within a mile of the mine. The sounds and

vibrations would significantly lower the home value and lower my quality of life. Please do not

allow this mine to reopen.

mines require maintenance to remain safe and accessible. This mine has not been continuously .

maintained and so it is evident that there are no vested rights.
This company is not going to care for our community. Please do not let this happen!

Signers Additional Comments

i
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From: Pete Perez

To: Clerk of Board
Subject: Vested rights at Idaho Maryland Mine . . .
Date: Tuesday, December 12, 2023 3:36:01 PM Cannot identify Dist

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

I have read the staff report and it is incorrect. The Idaho Maryland Mine was never
abandoned. The sihlo still stands. From: A concerned Nevada County home owner.


mailto:pperezdh60@gmail.com
mailto:ClerkofBoard@nevadacountyca.gov

Dist 3

12/13/23 Christy Hubbard, District 3 on behalf of CEA Foundation.

If they ever existed, any vested rights on the Idaho-Maryland Mine were lost shortly after 1956.
Considering all operational parts of the Mine, it was clearly abandoned by the owners as
evidenced by the complete shut down, equipment liquidation, land sales, and the actions of the
Board of Directors within a couple of years. That is all that is needed to deny vested rights based
on California legal standards.

Next, looking at the Mine’s history over the intervening decades, it’s obvious that no vested
rights exist. There is clear evidence of abandonment. For decades nothing happened except an
adjacent sawmill operation for a period and some rock crushing, neither of which is gold mining.

Additionally, when one looks at the individual sites or components as determined by the Hansen
case and established by state case law, the vested claim is even weaker.

But there’s more. The claim for vested rights also fails under the Nevada County Land Use
Development Code. And the text addressing non-conforming uses is little changed from the
original 1954 Zoning Enabling Ordinance.

Per Section L-II 5.19 B of the current code:
- Vested rights are lost if the use is discontinued for a period of one year or more. There are
multiple one-year periods where any vested rights would be lost by the Mine under this code.

- Vested rights are lost if the use is enlarged or intensified, or extended to occupy a greater
area of land, or moved in whole in part. There are no processing facilities now. Rise requires
substantial change with new, much larger facilities, to be moved to a new location, and it is an
intensification. The Petition fails on all counts.

In conclusion, in addition to all the other reasons to deny Rise’s claim for vested rights, the
County Land Use Code alone, both in 1954 and now, is sufficient to deny the vested rights claim.

Please deny this invalid Vested Rights Petition.

Thank you.



Dist 3

12/13/2023 John Vaughan. District 3. On behalf of the CEA Foundation.

When Rise claims that they own the Idaho-Maryland Mine, in fact they only own a fraction of
the surface assets of the historical mine.

First, Rise does not own any land where the Idaho-Maryland site Ore Processing facilities were
in the 1950°s. These were located East of Centennial Dr.

Second, Rise doesn’t own the Round Hole access shaft.

Third, the New Brunswick site is the closest thing that Rise now owns to anything that was a key
element of the Mine in the 1950s. But no original surface structures exist anywhere except the
concrete remains of the old silo.

A fourth site, now known as the 52 acre Centennial site, which Rise does own, was used almost
entirely to deposit tailings and waste rock from the mine. Surface rock crushing in the 1970’s is
not underground gold mining and, as just mentioned, does not qualify for vested rights. At the
Planning Commission hearing, Rise announced they will use Alternate 2, that they don’t need the
Centennial site and they won’t be using it for dumping.

Thus, Rise only owns one of the three key sites used to operate the mine in 1954, plus a chunk of
the Centennial tailings dump, which, at the Planning Commission hearing, they claimed they
don’t need and don’t intend to use. They don’t get to have it both ways.

The Sawmill site was always used as a sawmill. No gold mining has taken place on that
property. Now Rise wants to build a new 122,000sf facility at that site which was not used to
process ore at any time in the history of the Mine. This is a significant change which would
invalidate any vested right.

In summary, what Rise repeatedly refers to as the “Vested Mine Property” is presumptuous, and
meaningless. Rise does not even own key operational properties that were the mine in 1954.
They are trying to claim vested rights for mining operations on land that they do not own and
using structures that don’t exist. More fantasyland thinking.

Rise is trying to claim vested rights on something they don’t even own. Based solely on that,
the vested claim should be denied.

Thank you.



Dist 1
12/13/2023 Laurie Oberholtzer, District 1

I’'m speaking today on behalf of the Community Environmental Advocates Foundation, or CEA
Foundation. We hope you have read our legal analysis, provided by Shute, Mihaly &
Weinberger. Assuming that you have, we are limiting our public comments to some key points
regarding the Vested Rights Petition (Petition).

Rise Grass Valley (Rise) is asking that we suspend reality and enter into a fantasy land in which
we reinterpret history, ignore relevant laws, believe that some injustice is being perpetrated, and
claim that there are conspiracies afoot. Add to that Rise’s attempts to intimidate and threaten
with lawsuits, all of which results in a waste of the County’s time and a burden on the
community.

The Petition should be rejected. The notion that Rise could retain a legal right to resume a
nonconforming use that has not been carried out in nearly seventy years is absurd. Even assuming
that a vested right to mine gold existed at some point, that right has long since been lost.

According to both the 1954 Zoning Enabling Ordinance, cited by Rise in their Petition, and current
Land Use and Development Code, a vested right is lost if the use is discontinued for one year. That
alone is sufficient to deny vested rights.

The Petition attempts to avoid this obvious conclusion by distorting the law and the facts. Among
other things, it wants us to believe that there is no distinction between subsurface mining for gold
and quarrying waste rock. And it glosses over volumes of evidence from numerous sources
showing that all gold mining operations on the Property were, in fact, abandoned decades ago.

Rise also has not provided any proof that a vested right to mine gold arose at any point, or that this
right exists to each of the sites that make up Rise’s current Properties. Additionally, Rise’s
proposed uses of the Properties would constitute an improper enlargement or intensification of that
right.

Quite simply, any vesting right was lost shortly after the mine shut down in 1956 when the mine
was shut down and all assets were liquidated.

The Rise Petition must be rejected.

Thank you.



Dist 2

12/13/2023 Josie Crawford, District 2, Speaking on behalf of CEA Foundation

Rise relies heavily on the 1996 California Supreme Court Hansen Bros case in which vested
rights for an aggregate processing business were retained after a period of non-operation. Rise
claims that the aggregate processing on the Centennial site in the 1980s is a similar case. It is not.

The Hansen vested rights issue involved an area of surface, hillside quarrying. The key factor in
Hansen is whether all of the areas were ‘integral components’ to the mining operations. In
Hansen, because the hillside use was an integral component of the business operations, the
Hansen vested right was not lost over that area.

Unlike the shut down and liquidation of the Idaho-Maryland Mine in 1956, the Hansen business
never completely shut down. The plant, equipment and inventory were maintained throughout
the non-use period. Hansen Bros business activities were being conducted and included
stockpiled materials from the hillside that could be drawn upon.

The Hansen ruling states clearly that if the hillside operations were an independent part of the
business instead of an integral or component part, the vested right may be lost. In other words,
the vested right to carry out one component of a mining operation does not guarantee a broader
right to carry out any other distinct mining use that the property owner wants. Other case law
also finds that a vested right to mine is limited only to “the particular asset” being mined.*

In Rise’s case, the reprocessing of waste rock and tailings on the Centennial site was a
completely independent operation that occurred intermittently long after the Mine shut down
and 1s not relevant to underground gold mining operations.

In summary, relying on the aggregate operations on the Centennial site as evidence of mining
activities should be discounted. There were no operations at any time on the Centennial site
that qualify to preserve a vested right. There is no integral component. There is no continued
use. There is no vested right.

The Rise Petition should be denied on this point alone.

Thank you.

*County of Du-Page v. Elmhurst-Chicago Stone Co., 165. N.E.2d 310, 313 (Ill. 1960), which held a vested right to
mine is limited to “the particular asset” being mined); Paramount Rock Co. v. County of San Diego (1960)
Cal.App.2d 217, 228 (concluding a vested right to extract sand and premix concrete materials did not encompass a
right to crush rocks for use in concrete premixing); Hardesty, 219 Cal.Rptr.3d at 43—44 (holding vested right to
engage in subsurface mining did not encompass right to surface mining).



Dist 3

12/13/23 Ralph Silberstein, CEA Foundation

If one looks at what could be included in a vested right for the Mine, the evidence of
abandonment is very clear.

If Rise had a vested right, it certainly couldn’t include the ore processing facilities at the Idaho-
Maryland site. Rise does not even own that land, which is East of Centennial. As you may recall,
Vested Rights are lost for any usage if significant changes are made. Rise’s proposal to build
new facilities at new locations wouldn’t be possible without a Use Permit.

And vested rights wouldn’t include using the Round Hole access shaft site. Rise doesn’t own that
either.

e Could Rise build a new access shaft? That’s another significant change.
e A water treatment plant? ... Significant change.

¢ Engineered Fill pile on Brunswick? ... Significant change.
e A new larger head frame? ... Significant change.

The list goes on...

The fact of the matter is, when we consider abandonment, just the act of demolishing all
structures and selling the land, and selling the mineral rights, makes clear that all the components
of the Mine from 1954 were abandoned.

And now, Rise has acquired only some of what were the old Mine’s surface assets. All the
buildings and equipment are gone. There’s nothing left with which to continue operations. And
everything that Rise would need to open the mine would involve a significant change. And that
would invalidate any vested rights.

But rather than continuing in the Use Permit process, Rise submitted a deeply flawed vested
rights petition that is riddled with false statements and significant omissions. The mine was
abandoned in the 50’s. The activities from 1956 to present repeatedly show abandonment. But
even if Rise could magically show that there were legitimate mining operations ongoing, the
infrastructure needed to operate does not exist.

This lack of any functional infrastructure further illustrates that the Vested Rights Petition is
absurd, has no credibility, and is a misuse of the intention of vested rights. If anything, this entire
Vested Rights claim has simply provided Rise with the opportunity to spin their story and raise
more investor capital. And now we see a whole team of expensive lawyers are getting paid by
misled investors. I feel Rise’s actions are completely unethical.

Let’s end this charade. Deny the vested rights claim.
Thank you.



From: Susan Hennings

To: Clerk of Board
Subject: IM mine
Date: Tuesday, December 12, 2023 11:37:41 AM Dist 3

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

It is quite clear that a vested interest in IM mine is not a given since the mine closed in 1956-58. The
property may have been sold as a mine, but being non-operational means there is no vested
interest.

Please adhere to case law and protect our community.

Thank you

Susan Hennings

Sent from Mail for Windows


mailto:susan022549@att.net
mailto:ClerkofBoard@nevadacountyca.gov
https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986

From: Beth Moorehead

To: Clerk of Board
Subject: public comment - NO vote
Date: Tuesday, December 12, 2023 9:32:51 AM Dist 3

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

| am a NO vote on Rise's petition for vested rights

A NO vote on Rise's petition for vested rights is the ONLY vote that makes sense for Nevada
County. My inlaws worked the mines, died in the mines and always strived to get OUT of the
mines.

We're not Victorians any more.

Regards,

Beth Moorehead
118 Jan Rd

GV CA 95945


mailto:bethpm65@gmail.com
mailto:ClerkofBoard@nevadacountyca.gov

From: Joyce Scott

To: Clerk of Board
Subject: Rise Gold
Date: Tuesday, December 12, 2023 7:32:30 AM Dist 3

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

I am unable to attend December 13 meeting ~ but my heart will be there saying "enough" of
all this nonsense of reopening any mine in Grass Valley.

Thank you for allowing our community to maintain it's dignity. ~ Joyce Scott



mailto:joycestudioj@gmail.com
mailto:ClerkofBoard@nevadacountyca.gov

From: Daniel J Desmond

To: Clerk of Board
Subject: Community First
Date: Tuesday, December 12, 2023 7:01:08 AM DISt 1

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

Please lead us out of the potential of a community distort by saying no to Rise
Gold’s plan to build an extractive industry in the middle of our homes. I’ll see
you Wednesday to support you in your efforts tell Rise Gold No.

Thanks,

Dan

Daniel Desmond

10500 Hawke Lane

Nevada City CA 95959


mailto:djdesmond@ucdavis.edu
mailto:ClerkofBoard@nevadacountyca.gov

Dist 1 RECEIVEI

DECLARATION OF CHARLES W. BROCK (corrected)
I, Charles W. Brock, declare as follows:

1. lam over 18 years of age and have personal knowledge of the facts
contained in this declaration which is true, correct and complete. If called
upon to testify | could and would testify as to the truth of the facts stated
herein.

2. 1 have been a licensed Realtor in California since 1968, and obtained my
Brokers License in 1981. (Lic. # 00328328)

3. In 1980 | was introduced to the heirs of the Estate of Marian Ghidotti, by
their attorney Richard Hawkins. The three executors of this estate were
Erica Erikson, Mary Bouma and William Toms (aka. “the BET Group”).

4. In 1981 | represented the Estate of Marian Ghidotti in the sale of 14 parcels
which comprised what was referred to as “The Ghidotti Ranch”, in Penn
Valley, CA.

5. Throughout the mid 1980’s | remained in contact with the BET Group and
worked on planning to sell their holdings known as the former Idaho
Maryland Mine. At no time during my representation of the BET group did
they ever consider reopening or operating any mining activity. They were
well aware of the toxic contamination on site and had limited resources to
deal with soils contamination, let alone reopening and operating a gold
mine. This viewpoint was clearly communicated to me by each of the three
executors. In 1986 the decision was taken to subdivide acreage at the Old
Brunswick Mine in order to raise funds to address toxics soils, so that the
balance of their holdings might be better prepared for sale. In January of
1987 local surveyor Al Beeson was engaged by the BET Group and recorded
County Final Map #85-7 (BET Acres), subdividing 5 residential lots on the
site of the Old Brunswick Mine. This same map delineated contiguous
remaining lands which are now owned by Rise Gold and are commonly
known as the “Brunswick Industrial Site”, located at the intersection of East
Bennett Rd. and Brunswick Rd. Between January 4, 1989 and August 23,
1989 | represented the BET Group, closing escrows on each of these 5
parcels. Proceeds from these sales were later used to pay taxes and begin



efforts to conduct soils sampling on the Centennial site holdings, in
preparation for marketing the remaining former mine parcels. In 1992 |
assisted the BET Group contract with Vector Engineering to conduct soils
testing.

6. 1did not represent the BET Group as they entered a Lease with Option to
Buy with Emgold Mining in early/mid 2000’s. After an approximate 7 year
effort, Emgold failed to certify their Environmental Impact Report and
abandoned their Lease with Option to Buy the former mine property.

7. InJune of 2014, | listed the remaining holdings formerly known as the Idaho
Maryland Mine for sale. Within the body of the Listing Agreement it was
stated, “Subject property was once an operating gold mine (Idaho
Maryland Mine), and portions of the surface soil is known to be
contaminated”. Historical information, data and core samples were made
available to the market, however, the sellers wanted the market to clearly
understand that the Idaho Maryland Mine was not a permitted, operating
mine, and that the BET Group would not be participating in any mine clean-
up or permitting activity as a condition of sale. This condition of sale was
clearly stated, in a remark | made at that time which was quoted in the
Grass Valley Union newspaper (June 11. 2014) where | said “we are not
selling a mine”. Measures taken to arrive at our asking price were based on
comparable sales of similarly zoned light industrial and residential
properties.

I, Charles W. Brock, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State
of California that the foregoing is true and correct.

Date:_1Z2- {0~ 2%

By: /[’l{ "

Charles W. Brock




NEVADA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

RECEIVED

Department of Real Estate
of the
Siate of California

FinaL Suspivision PusLic REPORT

In the matter of the application of
MARY BOUMA, ERICA ERICKSON, AND STANDARD
WILLIAM TOMS

FILE NO.: 02566 7SA-F00

ISSUED: JUL ¢ 198’ /}f

BET ACRES EXPIRES: JUL 51

Jor a Final Subdivision Public Report on

CONSUMER INFORMATION
< '6'1;1]‘3 Rerort Is Nor A RecomMenpaTioNn OR ENporseMENT OF THE Suspivision, It Is INFORMATIVE
Yl

¢  Buver or Lessee Must Sion Trar (S)He Has Receivep Anp Reap Tais Rerorr.

% A copy of this subdivision ublicrcponalong with a statement advising thata of the public
report)!'lmy be obtained ﬁnn? theowner, subdivider, oragentatany dme:nugon mal?rpgx‘itten r&uest.
must be posted in a conspicuous place at any office where sales or leases or offers to sell or lease
interests within the subdivision are regularly made, [Reference Business and Professions Code
Section 11018.1(b)]

msrepmtexpiresonthedawshmabove. If there has been a material change in the offering, an
amended Public Report must be obtained and used in licu of this Report.

Section 12920 of the California Government Code provides that the practice of discrimination because
of race, color, religion, sex, martial status, national origin, physical handicap or ancestry in housing ac-
commodations is against public policy.

Under Section 125.6 of the California Business and Professions Code, California real estate licensees are
subject to disciplinary action by the Real Estate Commissioner if they make any discrimination,
distinction orrestriction in negotiating sale or lease of real property because of the race, color, sex, religion,
ancestry, national origin, or physical handicap of the prospective buyer, If any prospective buyerorlessee
believes that a licensee is guilty of such conduct, he or she should contact the Department of Real Estate.

READ THE ENTIRE REPORT ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES BEFORE CONTRACTING TO
BUY OR LEASE AN INTEREST IN THIS SUBDIVISION.
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SPECIAL NOTES

1. YOUR ATTENTION IS ESPECIALLY DIRECTED TO THE PARAGRAPH(S) BELOW
ENTITLED:

STREETS AND ROADS, AND GEOLOGIC CONDITIONS.

2. IF YOU PURCHASE FIVE OR MORE SUBDIVISION INTERESTS (LOTS) FROM
THE SUBDIVIDER, HE/SHE IS REQUIRED TO NOTIFY THE REAL ESTATE
COMMISSIONER OF THE SALE. IF YOU INTEND TO SELL YOUR INTERESTS
OR LEASE THEM FOR MORE THAN ONE YEAR, YOU ARE REQUIRED TO OBTAIN
AN AMENDED SUBDIVISION PUBLIC REPORT BEFORE YOU CAN OFFER THEM
FOR SALE OR LEASE.

LOCATION AND SIZE: This subdivision contains 8 lots on 75.34 acres
in Nevada County, at Brunswick Road and East Bennett Road, approxi-
mately 1 mile from Grass Valley.

This report does not include Lots 6, 7 and 8.

MINERAL RIGHTS: You will not own the mineral rights under your land
below a depth of 200 feet. These have been reserved by the sellers.
The right to surface entry has been waived.

EASEMENTS: Easements for utilities, rights-of-way, building set-
backs, and other purposes are shown on the Title Report and
Subdivision Map recorded in the Office of the Nevada County
Recorder, Book 7 of Maps, Page 75.

USES AND ZONING: The adjacent property to the south is zoned for
Light Manufacturing uses.

HAZARDS: The following hazards exist within or near this
development:

See Geologic Conditions.

FIRE PROTECTION: The Gold Flat Fire District Fire Department
advises as follows:

A portion of this subdivision map lies within Gold Flat Fire
Protection District; the other portion is within Ophir Hill Fire
Protection District. This subdivision is located approximately 2.9
miles from our Station 1l; 12444 Nevada City Highway, and approxi-
mately 1.2 miles from a proposed station, to be located in Loma Rica
Industrial Park. Fire protection will be provided for this
subdivision on an as-needed, or requested basis.

A fire hydrant is located at the intersection of Brunswick and
Greenhorn Roads. The subdivision is séerved by two, well-maintained,
year-round fire stations, staffed by approximately 25 volunteer
firefighters, a full time, paid fire Marshall, and a part-time,

MNeeea A . n -mia . e, Anmossman sSaan
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FIRE PROTECTION: (Continued)

paid Fire Chief. Four Class-A engines, a 4,300~gallon water tender,
and a four-wheel drive, quick attack truck, are available for
responses into the area.

SEWAGE DISPOSAL: Septic systems will be used for sewage disposal.
You must pay for your septic system. The subdividers estimate the

The Nevada County Department of Environmental Health reports:

The subject project has been approved for individual on-gite sewage
disposal systems and individual wells for each parcel. A specific
location for the septic system has been approved, wells must be
located greater than one hundred feet from the approved sewage
disposal area.

Prior to issuance of a septic permit, two scaled site plans with
copies of the complete soils work will be required.

Applications proposing sewage disposal systems outside the approved
area will require new soils work. '

Prior to issuance of a building permit, the following must be
completed:

1. A septic permit issued. v
2. A well permit obtained and a well installed, providing not less
than 1 gpm.

This assurance is applicable as of the date of issuance of this
public report. If there is a change in the requirements for a
sewage disposal system permit, the subdivider must amend the public
report to disclose the new conditions. Please note that if you do
not intend to install a sewage system at this time, there is no
guarantee that the lot will later qualify for use of a septic sys-
tem. Prior to purchasing a lot/parcel and commencing construction
you should contact the local health department for specifications,
requirements and any local problems.

SOIL CONDITIONS: Soils and geologic information is avajilable at the
Nevada County Planning Department, 901 Maidu Lane, Nevada City,
California 95959.

GEOLOGIC CONDITIONS: THE UNIFORM BUILDING CODE, CHAPTER 70, PRO-
VIDES FOR LOCAL BUILDING OFFICIALS TO EXERCISE PREVENTIVE MEASURES
DURING GRADING TO ELIMINATE OR MINIMIZE DAMAGE FROM GEOLOGIC HAZARDS
SUCH AS LANDSLIDES, FAULT MOVEMENTS, EARTHQUAKE SHAKING, RAPID ERO-
SION OR SUBSIDENCE. THIS SUBDIVISION IS LOCATED IN AN AREA WHERE
SOME OF THESE HAZARDS MAY EXIST. SOME CALIFORNIA COUNTIES AND
CITIES HAVE ADOPTED ORDINANCES THAT MAY OR MAY NOT BE AS EFFECTIVE
IN THE CONTROL OF GRADING AND SITE PREPARATION.

Page 3 of 8 File No. 025667SA-F00
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SOIL CONDITIONS: (Continued)

PURCHASERS MAY DISCUSS WITH THE DEVELOPER, THE DEVELOPER'S ENGINEER,
THE ENGINEERING GEOLOGIST AND THE LOCAL BUILDING OFFICIALS TO DETER-
MINE IF THE ABOVE-MENTIONED HAZARDS HAVE BEEN CONSIDERED AND IF
THERE HAS BEEN ADEQUATE COMPLIANCE WITH CHAPTER 70 OR AN EQUIVALENT
OR MORE STRINGENT GRADING ORDINANCE DURING THE CONSTRUCTION OF THIS
SUBDIVISION.

A geological report prepared by Geotechnical Consultants, Inc., on
February 26, 1986 states, in part:

"Lots 1 through 5, located north of East Bennett Street, range in
size from 3 to 6.5 acres. Based on our reconnaissance, it appears
that generally, these sites could be developed in a relatively
conventional manner for residential use. We did not observe evi-
dence of groundwater seepage, nor was there any obvious evidence of
unstable slopes. However, the soil mantle tests indicated the
presence of potentially expansive clay, which could affect founda-
tion design and/or grading procedures. All of these aspects of the
lots should be verified by more review of a geotechnical engineer
prior to development on each residential lot. Based on the above-
mentioned mantle tests, it appears that the presence of hard rock
should not be a major problem in site development. Isolated rock
masses could interfere with conventional foundations and/or grading,
however.

Our major concern for this group of lots is the presence of the
abandoned mine. Associated with the mine are large tailings piles
consisting of loose rock fragments. These piles appear to be lim-
ited to Lot 2 and the northern half of Lot 4. 1If residences were to
be placed on the tailing portions of these lots, it would be impor-
tant to investigate the extent and condition of the tailings in more
detail. In addition, records of the underground workings of the
mine should be researched to determine whether any of the shafts and
tunnels would adversely affect site development. We do not know the
extent of the underground workings of this mine, but it is possible
that tunnels could exist under any of this group of lots. It may
also be desired to more accurately verify the faulting location
which may cross Lot 2."

Further geological information was prepared in a May 12, 1986 report
as follows:

Results and Conclusions:

"The results of our study indicate that single-family residences can
be built on select areas on each of the five lots. On Figure 1,
(also shown on recorded map), we have plotted appropriate building
envelopes on each lot. These building areas have been selected to
minimize the risk of experiencing problems from past mining
activities at the site.

We recommend that residential construction be avoided on the tail-
ings piles on Lots 2 and 4. -Although most of the tailings have been
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SOIL CONDITIONS: (Continued)

removed, (reused for aggregate and/or £ill off the site), construct-
ing on the remaining ta lings could prove difficult. Home sites on
the tailings are also considered undesirable. Lots 2 and 4 have

enough area that is not on the tailings to provide sufficient
building areas.

The fault that was addressed in our initial Geotechnical
Reconnaissance (dated February 26, 1986), as crossing near Lot 2,
appears to be present on the northernmost part of the lot. The age
of this fault is on the order or 100 million years, and any poten-
tial risk of movement is so slight that it should not affect single-
family residential construction. We recommend that any construction
be set back at least 200 feet from the fault (the approximate loca-
tion of the fault is shown in our previous work, Geotechnical
Reconnaissance). (Also shown on the recorded map).

Soil conditions at the site, other than the tailings piles, are
suitable for conventional residential foundation systems if footings
are properly designed and constructed."

WATER: There is no regular water service to this tract. Private
water wells are the only source of water in this tract; and you will
be required to pay all cost to have a well installed.

The subdivider's well driller has submitted the following
information:

"We have drilled three (3) wells on three of the lots (Lots 1, 2 and
3), of the five lot subdivision located in Section 25, Township 16
North, Range BE. This is located off Brunswick Road, also fronting
on East Bennett Street.

The depths of the wells were:

175 feet making 12-1/2 GPM

425 feet making 10 GPM
550 feet making 10 GPM

Our cost at the present time for drilling is $10.50 per foot, which
includes casing and seal.

To install a pump system in these wells, the cost would range from
$1,650.00 to $3,400.00, on the deepest well.

Wells vary in depth in our county, so there is no definite answer on
the water depths it can be found."

The locations of the test wells are shown on the Final Map of Bet
Acres, recorded in Nevada County.

GAS AND ELECTRICITY: A May 29, 1987, letter form Pacific Gas and
Electric Company reports: ‘

NVoawme B .2 o "D . ae_ I -— -
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GAS AND ELECTRICITY: (Continued)

"The subdivider has advised us that he does not plan to make
arrangements with PG&E to provide electric service to the lot line
of each lot within this subdivision.

This certifies that overhead electric distribution to Bet Acres can
be supplied under our Electric Rule 15,

Lot 1, the most remote lot, is located approximately 200 feet from
our existing overhead electric facilities. Additional footage may
also be required to reach a desired building location.

If a bonafide purchaser and applicant desired service under the
provisions of Paragraph B, the cost would amount to approximately
$1,700.00, less any free footage allowance permissible for electric
equipment the applicant may agree to install.

If the developer wishes to establish service to this lot under the
condition of Paragraph C, there would be no cost to a prospective
purchaser, since the actual cost would be paid entirely by the
developer.

Any extension to serve this subdivision would be dependent upon
acquiring satisfactory rights-of-way.

The charges quoted are based on current tariffs for an electric
distribution system. However, the actual charges for the electric
distributions system will be established in accordance with the
current extension rules in effect at the time of the installation.

GAS: There is no piped gas in the area.

FLOOD AND DRAINAGE: The Nevada County Department of Transportation
reports there is no flood control district in Nevada County. There-
fore, information on potential flood hazards, if any, is not
available.

TAXES: The maximum amount of any tax on real property that can be
collected annually by counties is 1% of the full cash value of the
property. With the addition of interest and redemption charges on
any indebtedness, approved by voters prior to July 1, 1978, the
total property tax rate in most counties is approximately 1.25% of
the full cash value. In some counties, the total tax rate could be
well above 1.25% of the full cash value. For example, an issue of
general obligation bonds previously approved by the voters and sold
by a county water district, a sanitation district or other such
district could increase the total tax.

For the purchaser of a lot in this subdivision, the "full cash
value” of the lot will be the valuation, as reflected on the tax
roll, determined by the county assessor as of the date of purchase
of the lot or as of the date of completion of an improvement on the
lot if that occurs after thé date of purchase.

Darma & AF O P4 Ta VA NARELICA_BPNN
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STREETS AND ROADS: The roads within this subdivision are private.

The repair and maintenance of these private roads will be in accor-
dance with a Road Maintenance Agreement. This Agreement was recor-
ded in Nevada County, on February 24, 1987, as Instrument Number 87-
04785, and amended on June 3, 1987, as Instrument Number 87-15386.

THE SUBDIVIDER SHOULD PROVIDE YOU WITH A COPY OF THIS
AGREEMENT.

The subdivider's engineer has submitted the following information on
road maintenance:

"The roads within the abhove-referenced project consist of 1,510
lineal feet of gravel driveway. This driveway has been constructed
to the County of Nevada standards with a twelve foot (12') wide

graveled way, surfaced with three inches (3") of Class-2 aggregate
aBe. ’

It is our estimate that the annual cost per lineal foot for mainte-
nance of the gravel driveway cound be $0.25 to $0.30 per lineal
foot. It is our estimate that it would cost from $380.00 to $455.00
per year to maintain all of the above-referenced driveways. It is
our estimate that the annual maintenance cost per lot for Lots 1 and
2 would be $70.00 to $85.00 to maintain the 560 lineal feet of
driveway serving those two lots, and that the annual maintenance
cost per lot for Lots 3, 4 and 5 would be $80.00 to $95.00 to main~
tain the 950 lineal feet of driveway serving these three lots."

PURCHASE MONEY HANDLING: The subdivider must impound all funds
received from you in an escrow depository until legal title is
delivered to you. [Refer to Sections 11013 and 11013.2(a) of the
Business and Professions Code.]

If the escrow has not closed on your lot within ninety (90) days of
the date of escrow opening, you may request return of your deposit.

NOTE: Section 2995 of the Civil Code provides that: No real estate
developer shall require as a condition precedent to the transfer of
real property containing a single family residential dwélling that
escrow services effectuating such transfer shall be provided by an
escrow entity in which the developer owns or controls 5% or more of
the escrow entity.

The subdivider has no such interest in the escrow company which is
to be used in connection with the sale or lease of lots in this
subdivision.

CONDITIONS OF SALE: Pursuant to Civil Code Sections 2956 through
2967, inclusive, subdivider and purchasers must make certain written
disclosures regarding financing terms and related information. The
subdivider will advise purchasers of disclosures he needs from them,
if any.
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CONDITIONS OF SALE: (Continued)

If your purchase involves financing, a form of deed of trust and
note will be used. The provisions of these documents may vary
depending on the lender selected. These documents may contain the
following provisions:

Acceleration Clause. This is a clause in a mortgage or deed of
trust which provides that if the borrower (trustor) defaults in
repaying the loan or sells the property, the lender may declare the
unpaid balance of the loan immediately due and payable. An acceler-
ation clause that is triggered by a sale of the property is commonly
referred to as a due~on-sale clause.

If the loan instrument for financing your purchase of an interest in
this subdivision includes a due-on-sale clause, the clause will be
automatically enforceable by the lender in the event of a sale of
the property by you. This means that the loan will not be assumable
by a purchaser of the property without the approval of the lender.
If the lender does not declare the loan to be all due and payable on
transfer of the property by you, the lender is nevertheless likely
to insist upon modification of the terms of the instrument as a
condition to permitting assumption by the buyer. The lender will
almost certainly insist upon an increase in the interest rate if the
prevailing interest rate at the time of the proposed sale of the
property is higher than the interest rate of the promissory note by
which you are financing the purchase of the property.

A "Balloon Payment". This means that your monthly payments are not
large enough to pay off the loan with interest during the period for
which the loan is written, and that at the end of this period, you
must pay the entire remaining balance in one payment. If you are
unable to pay the balance and if the remaining balance is a sizeable
one, you should be concerned with the possible difficulty in refi-
nancing the balance. If you cannot refinance or sell your property,
or pay off the balloon payment, you will lose your property.

A Late Charge. This means that if you fail to make your installment
payment in accordance with the provisions of the note within 10 days
after the due date, you must in addition pay 6%, or $5.00, whichever
is greater, as a penalty.

BEFORE SIGNING, YOU SHOULD READ AND THOROUGHLY
UNDERSTAND ALL LOAN DOQCUMENTS.

For further information in regard to this subdivision, you may call
(916) 739-3631 or examine the documents at the Department of Real
Estate, Subdivisions North, 220] Broadway, Sacramento, CA 95818.
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From: Jan and Mike Weaver

To: Clerk of Board
Subject: NO to Rise Grass Valley, Inc
Date: Sunday, December 10, 2023 3:29:52 PM DISt 1

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

| have written to you several times over the past few years. | disagree with the mine
reopening and hope you can finally put this issue to a rest by voting NOT to allow them vested
mining rights!!

Thank you for doing all you can to make this a great community to live in.

Janet Weaver
10818 Gunsmoke Road
Grass Valley, CA 95945


mailto:jm.mp31@hotmail.com
mailto:ClerkofBoard@nevadacountyca.gov

From: noreply@granicusideas.com

To: BOS Public Comment
Subject: New eComment for Nevada County Board of Supervisors December 13, 2023, Special Meeting .
Date: Friday, December 8, 2023 7:04:03 PM Dist1o0or3

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't recognize
the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If
you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

New eComment for Nevada County Board of
Supervisors December 13, 2023, Special Meeting

Karen Smith submitted a new eComment.
Meeting: Nevada County Board of Supervisors December 13, 2023, Special Meeting

Item: SR 23-5010 Public Hearing to consider the Idaho-Maryland Mine Vested Right Petition
dated September 1, 2023 prepared by Braiden Chadwick and Ryan W. Thomason of Mitchell
Chadwick, LLP, on behalf of Joseph Mullin, Rise Grass Valley, Inc. ("Petitioner") for a formal
determination by the County of Nevada ("County") concerning the existence and scope of vested
mining rights to mine the 175.64-acre "ldaho Maryland Mine"("Petition") comprised of the 119-
acre Brunswick Industrial Site Assessor's Parcel Numbers (APNs): 006-441-003, 006-441-004,
006-441-005, 006-441-034, 009-630-037, 009-630-039 ("Brunswick"); and the Centennial
Industrial Site APNs: 009-550-032, 009-550-037, 009-550-038, 009-550-039, and 009-560-036
("Centennial") (collectively, the "Subject Property"). Resolution finding that mining operations
were abandoned as early as 1956 and neither the petitioner nor any other party has a vested
right to mine at the 175.64-acre subject property comprised of the Brunswick Industrial Site
assessor's parcel numbers: 006-441-003, 006-441-004, 006-441-005, 006-441-034, 009-630-
037, 009-630-039; and the Centennial Industrial Site assessor's parcel numbers: 009-550-032,
009-550-037, 009-550-038, 009-550-039, AND 009-560-036, and finding the action statutorily
exempt from CEQA.

eComment: Continuous mining of the subject mine as well as continuous investment in operation
of that mine are definitions of vested rights. Rise Gold has done none of this. The mine closed,
machinery sold, and the mine shut down in 1959. | have lived here since 2000. Neither Rise
Gold nor other owners of the property have filed annual reports, Interim Management Plans with
Ca Mines and Geology because the vested rights are gone and nobody has mined that property.
Vote no on the vested rights.


mailto:noreply@granicusideas.com
mailto:BOS.PublicComment@nevadacountyca.gov
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2femail.granicusideas.com%2fc%2feJwEwM1OxCAQAOCnKTcJvwUOHNRkr5r4AGY6M-wSW2iWtok-vR_loJIVnHVQRiWtbBSPHBgLOgMEpdgZEuOcorYKHM2L817UPPtgKWkiSIW-S1IGlsgE3iuOzriog5mcgj8Y-8vYGX7O3ckN6irW_DiOfUz2dTK3ydwaX9jl_Qmt4jkqMQyJfRPP_PbxJT_PZa343reN2zE51fgCAuxnO34R5L1f_wEAAP__60Y90A&c=E,1,7wpRdI0HcOpjwBt35IUaggfJL4Id5lCCiDf84tuj2lNofgoP3-IXhRwuOi1HSlFNEiTcwXraOTl_Qgc5hlnMeXCIBq0jb9AWtHdwFb8ugIbYr32Uf9HR1Qxyu2g,&typo=1

View and Analyze eComments

This email was sent from hitps://nevco.granicusideas.com.
950 Maidu Avenue, Nevada City, Ca 95959

Unsubscribe from future mailings
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From: noreply@granicusideas.com

To: BOS Public Comment
Subject: New eComment for Nevada County Board of Supervisors December 13, 2023, Special Meeting
Date: Saturday, December 9, 2023 9:40:36 AM Dist 1

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't recognize
the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If
you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

New eComment for Nevada County Board of
Supervisors December 13, 2023, Special Meeting

Tony Lauria submitted a new eComment.
Meeting: Nevada County Board of Supervisors December 13, 2023, Special Meeting

Item: SR 23-5010 Public Hearing to consider the Idaho-Maryland Mine Vested Right Petition
dated September 1, 2023 prepared by Braiden Chadwick and Ryan W. Thomason of Mitchell
Chadwick, LLP, on behalf of Joseph Mullin, Rise Grass Valley, Inc. ("Petitioner") for a formal
determination by the County of Nevada ("County") concerning the existence and scope of vested
mining rights to mine the 175.64-acre "ldaho Maryland Mine"("Petition") comprised of the 119-
acre Brunswick Industrial Site Assessor's Parcel Numbers (APNs): 006-441-003, 006-441-004,
006-441-005, 006-441-034, 009-630-037, 009-630-039 ("Brunswick"); and the Centennial
Industrial Site APNs: 009-550-032, 009-550-037, 009-550-038, 009-550-039, and 009-560-036
("Centennial") (collectively, the "Subject Property"). Resolution finding that mining operations
were abandoned as early as 1956 and neither the petitioner nor any other party has a vested
right to mine at the 175.64-acre subject property comprised of the Brunswick Industrial Site
assessor's parcel numbers: 006-441-003, 006-441-004, 006-441-005, 006-441-034, 009-630-
037, 009-630-039; and the Centennial Industrial Site assessor's parcel numbers: 009-550-032,
009-550-037, 009-550-038, 009-550-039, AND 009-560-036, and finding the action statutorily
exempt from CEQA.

eComment: District 3 resident. | can testify, with specific personal observation, there has been
absolutely No mining at the IMM site since 1991. | drove past there almost every day. | rode mtn
bike closely around the site weekly. | observed absolutely No mining activity there for at least 33
years. | have seen old hi rez drone footage, showing the barren landscape and zero activity. The
petition has no legal proof. We residents oppose a destructive industry in our midst. Please deny
vested rights. Thanks
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From: Jennifer Kelly

To: Clerk of Board
Subject: Vested rights petition
Date: Wednesday, December 6, 2023 1:01:59 PM DISt 1

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

I cannot attend the public meeting on Dec. 13th. but wish to express my implacable opposition
to the re-opening of the Rise Gold mine. The vested rights petition is merely an attempt to
bully the citizens of Nevada County into allowing their ill advised venture to proceed. This is
in line with their stated intent to bankrupt the county with legal proceedings.

I request that the petition be dismissed and the whole venture permanently banned.

Jennifer Kelly

10688 James Lane, Nevada City CA 95959


mailto:2guinvere@gmail.com
mailto:ClerkofBoard@nevadacountyca.gov

From: Heidi Hall

To: Julie Patterson-Hunter
Subject: FW: Idaho-Maryland Mine would be bad for Nevada County .
Date: Wednesday, December 13, 2023 8:29:25 AM Dist 1

From: Paul Sabin <sabinpaulpines@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, December 12, 2023 9:21 PM

To: Heidi Hall <Heidi.Hall@nevadacountyca.gov>

Subject: [daho-Maryland Mine would be bad for Nevada County

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

Dear Heidi

| reside at 13326 Side Bet Dr. Grass Valley. i believe that it would be a horrible mistake to allow the
Idaho Maryland mine to re-open. Rise Gold Corp. has a horrible track record. There are many ways
that it would threaten our environment and quality of life, our air and water quality, and property

values.

| urge you to please vote to deny their claim of vested interests.

Sincerely,
Paul Sabin



mailto:Heidi.Hall@nevadacountyca.gov
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From: MAW Campbell

To: BOS Public Comment
Subject: Vested Interest my ass . . .
Date: Wednesday, December 13, 2023 8:19:07 AM Unable to identify Dist

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

Based on the definition, the law, and history, the following explains why Rise
claims have no bearing. This is an act of desperation by Rise and its lawyers. These
well-publicized Cons are seeing their plan to drive up the price of their stock and
bail is failing.

A vested future interest is a future interest where the future event IS certain to occur.
When did buying the mineral rights of a defunct gold mine become a sure thing?

1) Vested Interests are legal procedures used for trusts. The beneficiary has a
vested interest in any future assets or monies of the benefactor. When Rise

bought the mineral rights from the previous owner, It was a commercial transaction
and is listed on NYSE. The seller, Neumont (?), was not a benefactor and received
payment from the buyer at the time of the transaction. The term Caveat Emptor
applies in the RISE" S case.

Rise is trying to change the past. It doesn't matter what happened in 1954. In 1956,
the Canadian Mine owners shut down the pumps of the Great Empire. After that
they chose to lose all interest in the mine, This included leaving all their exposed
mine trash and leaving the town to die. By the time Bourne sold the Empire, he had
undermined the competing mines and connected them with underground tunnels.
This included the North Star. The model located at Empire State Park backs that
claim. How much $$ will take to pump out all that toxic water? Also, where does
Rise plan to put it? As history reveals

At this time Rise is trading at .30, yes 30 cents a share. RISE is writing checks with
their lips that their buttocks can't cash; The sick thing is they know it. As history
reveals, mining is literally and figuratively a dirty business. I have lived in Nevada
County for over 50 years. I have diligently paid property taxes, voted, been civically
active, and gainfully employed throughout this time. How about I and my fellow
citizens of Nevada County's vested interest?


mailto:mawcamp@gmail.com
mailto:BOS.PublicComment@nevadacountyca.gov

Dist 3

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
COMMUNITY of the MOUNTAINS

Jim Bair

Leader, Stop the Mine Task Force*'
246 South Church Street

Grass Valley, CA 95945

December 12, 2023

Nevada County Board of Supervisors, Ed Scofield Chairman
Eric Rood Administration Center

950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Re: Idaho-Maryland Mine Vested Right Petition,
September 1, 2023 (Petition)

The Nevada County Council’s office, the County Planning Dept., et al., have thoroughly
analyzed and rebutted the said Petition (ref. County’s Responses to Petitioner’s Facts and
Evidence in Vested Rights Petition; including County Exhibits 1001-1027; County’s Responses
to Petitioner’s Facts And Evidence in the Vested Rights Petition ), so there is no need for the
Task Force to comment in detail.

The undersigned does offer personal experience of the Idaho-Maryland Mine non-operation. In
addition to visiting Grass Valley via 174 and Brunswick Rd. for about 30 yrs., | purchased a
personal residence in Chicago Park in August, 2001. During my 3 year residence, | traveled to
numerous destinations on SR 174 and Brunswick Rd. at least twice a day, passing by the
Brunswick former Mine site and never observed any mining activity or related use. My service
as a Grass Valley Planning Commissioner at that time increased my awareness of property
development in and the City. There was no mining in or near the City sphere of influence.

More generally, the Task Force observes based on scientific principles: our analysis recognizes
a pattern of misrepresentation, distortion, and false statements in the Petition. While the
County’s candid response(s) is remarkable, the repetitive pattern calls to question the validity
and reliability of Petition and the credibility of its authors. The Board of Supervisors should
consider this pattern of behavior when reviewing the Petition and determining Vested Rights.

Attached please find our public statement, Rise Gold Corp. Has a Right to do What?, published
in The Union Newspaper, Dec. 8, 2023, for the record. It briefly and non-technically describes
Vested Rights in zoning law.
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To keep our Comment to a minimum, we offer one quote from the seminal case in the Vested
Rights dispute to support the Board’s decision making (from Stanford Law).

Hansen Brothers case [12 Cal.4th 541] . ) Baxter opinionii

The 1954 Nevada County land use and development ordinance which governs the property that is the
subject of this dispute also forbids continuation of nonconforming uses which have ceased
operation for periods in excess of 180 days. [emphasis added]

... This court [ "] has also equated discontinuance of a nonconforming use with voluntary
abandonment (see Hill v. City of Manhattan Beach, supra, 6 Cal.3d 279, 286), but we have never
expressly held that the terms are synonymous. Although abandonment of a nonconforming use
terminates it in all jurisdictions (8A McQuillin, supra, § 25.191, p. 68), ordinances or statutes which
provide that discontinuance of a nonconforming use terminates it have not been uniformly construed.
Some have been held to create a presumption of abandonment by nonuse for the statutory period,
others considered to be evidence of abandonment. In still other jurisdictions the nonconforming use
is terminated when the specified period of nonuse occurs, regardless of the intent of the landowner.
(Id. at pp. 68-69.

...A zoning ordinance or land-use regulation which operates prospectively, and denies the owner the
opportunity to exploit an interest in the property that the owner believed would be available for future
development, or diminishes the value of the property, is not invalid and does not bring about a
compensable taking unless all beneficial use of the property is denied. (Lucas v. South
Carolina Coastal Council (1992). !

Sincerely,

s/

Jim Bair, Leader Stop the Mine Task Force

1 Hansen Brothers Enterprises, Inc. v. Board of Supervisors - 12 Cal.4th 533 S044011 - Mon, 01/08/1996 |

California Supreme Court Resources (stanford.edu)
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RISE GOLD CORP. HAS A RIGHT TO DO WHAT?
Jim Bair

Remember a time when you had a nagging need to “tell it like it is”? I have that feeling about
Rise Gold Corp. (Rise), which has resorted to legal intimidation of our County government to
force allowing the Idaho-Maryland Mine to reopen. While an astonishing 15,000 plus pages in
the County record and thousands of public comments have addressed the environmental impacts,
Rise has launched a new strategy.

Rise now claims that they can mine “without limitation or restriction” because they have vested
rights (p58, Idaho-Maryland Mine Vested Right Petition, September 1, 2023). This is a new
theory to many of us and arises from zoning law. There are thousands of pages of details
regarding the Rise petition for vested rights, but here is my brief understanding in preparation for
the Board of Supervisors (BOS) Hearing on Rise’s vested rights petition, Dec. 13, 9AM at
the Rood Center.

Zoning law protects landowners’ use of their land, not only the owners’ use, but the use by their
neighbors. A classic example is a landowner’s right to live in an agricultural zone and not have a
garbage dump constructed next door. While the nuisances of a garbage dump are obvious, the
County can permit the dump (nonconforming use) under certain conditions (as happened in
western Nevada County).

Zoning is relatively new (early 1900s) compared to other land use controls. Today, it’s not
uncommon for a landowner to use his property for a legal ‘business’ and then have a
municipality zone the area to exclude the ‘business’ use. That’s unfair -- consider a cattle
rancher who after decades of ranching is told agriculture is no longer a legal use
(nonconforming). Governments are attuned to the needs of businesses and have legislated vested
rights so an owner can continue land uses that existed before new zoning and without a permit.
In general, this is only fair, and if all the subsequent property owners in the “zone” know that
previous uses like cattle ranching can be continued, they should be OK.

Yet determining vested rights can be tricky. Suppose a long-time owner of land zoned ‘light
manufacturing’ (M1) has his land rezoned as residential. Later the owner discovers coal under
his property and proposes to develop a coal mine. Does the owner have a vested right to extract
coal in the residential zone? No, because there is no history of coal mining before the zoning
change.

Vested rights are based on use before and within one year after the zoning change. But
landowners can say, “I planned to mine for coal and discussed it with others, etc., so my right is
vested by my intentions.” The owner may produce letters, witnesses, and other “evidence” of the
intention to mine, but unless they continued mining from before rezoning, they can be denied
vested rights.

The Idaho-Maryland Mine stopped operating in 1954. In 1956, the Mine was completely
abandoned (all equipment removed and the mine tunnels allowed to flood). Subsequently, the
property had other uses such as a sawmill. It changed ownership in complicated ways that
included the property being subdivided into building-sized parcels. But Rise wants to restart
mining claiming that previous owners intended to mine.
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Case law has established (e.g., When Real Property Rights Vest in California..., Santa Clara Law
Review, Vol. 23, No. 2, 1-1-98) that vested rights do not apply to a mine that has remained idle
for over one year. The lack of required reclamation plans (how the area will be restored after
mining) is evidence there was no intention to reopen.

But Rise is arguing, ‘once a mine always a mine’ even though it has been abandoned for 67
years. It’s possible the BOS could accept that claim, thus bypassing the permit process (and the
EIR). However, if the BOS does not recognize Rise’s vested rights claim, Rise will likely
proceed to court, an expensive and very different process. The BOS may appreciate our support,
not only for rejecting vested rights but also if Rise decides to litigate.

Comments at the BOS Hearing on December 13, are required to address the history of the Mine.
Even if attendees don’t comment, our presence will be counted by the BOS. Note, if you want
to be able to participate as a party in future litigation, you should state your objection at
this hearing to gain standing and then seek a legal alliance with other participants in the
court process.

Jim Bair is Leader of the UUCM Stop the Mine Task Force in Grass Valley, a former
Planning Commissioner, a supporter of several local nonprofits, a KVMR “Sage,” and a
retired Scientist. ver+o

' The UUCM (Unitarian Universalist Community of the Mountains ,501(c)(3) ), in Grass Valley is committed to
stopping the Rise Gold Corp. The UUCM congregation voted unanimously to form the Stop the Mine Task Force in
the Fall of 2021. The Board of Trustees and Pastor actively oppose reopening the Idaho-Maryland Mine.

i Hansen Brothers Enterprises, Inc. v. Board of Supervisors - 12 Cal.4th 533 S044011 - Mon, 01/08/1996
| California Supreme Court Resources (stanford.edu)

i Hansen Brothers Enterprises, Inc. v. Board of Supervisors (1996) 12 Cal.4th 533 , 48 Cal.Rptr.2d 778;
907 P.2d 1324
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From: Brad Keaster

To: bdofsupervisors
Subject: Supervisor, I am not picking any one in person. I do not know you. I grew up next to the Harvard mine in

Tuolumne county. No problem, then Sonora Mining began mining, open pit. A large amount of money was
posted to refill the pit. The mine sold to...

Date: Wednesday, December 13, 2023 7:34:55 AM Unable to identify residency

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't recognize the sender,
consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If you have
more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

Sent from my iPhone
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My name is Pat Nelson, and | am a resident in District 4. | appreciate the opportunity to
provide comments on the Rise Gold Vested Rights Petition. | am familiar with the mine
and its history because of holding the Director of Environmental Affairs position for the
Emgold Idaho-Maryland Mine Project between 2004 and 2012.

| was responsible for preparing the permit applications to reopen the mine that were
submitted to the City of Grass Valley for their CEQA process. | was the point of contact
for environmental and Emgold sponsored community outreach programs which
included public workshops, delivering presentations to local civic communities, and
coordinating with the City of Grass Valley and Nevada County to ensure factual
information was provided for the CEQA process.

During my fenure | had the opportunity to become familiar with the successor property
owners to McBoyle and Ghidottis, the Bohma, Erickson, and Thoms (BET) Trust. The mine
properties, comprising approximately 250 acres, were developed for precious and
strategic metals and are federally patented mine claims that were established in 1922.
Because the successor property owners to McBoyle were themselves neither mine
operators nor engineers, the properties were periodically leased after his passing in 1949
to explore and develop minerals processes referred 1o as mine operations. Per
conversations with Bill Thoms, it was the intent of the BET Trust, 1o engage in activities to
reopen the mine when there was an opportunity to do so economically for the benefit
of the Grass Valley community which was so important to Errol McBoyle.

The County has stated in the staff report that mining operations occurred on the Idaho-
Maryland Mine properties after 1954 when it adopted Ordinance 196 which established
land use planning policies. What the County staff report omitted was that the mine's
operations prior to 1954 is evidence that the mine had established vested rights for
operating a federally patented mine claim. The Surface Mining and Reclamation Act
(SMARA) in fact states:

“No person who obtained a vested right to conduct surface mining operations
prior to January 1, 1976, shall be required to secure a permit to mine, so long as
the vested right continues and as long as no substantial changes have been
made in the operation except in accordance with SMARA, State regulations,
and this Section.”

Although there were modifications to operations due to the changes in ownership,
economics of mining with the advent of many federal, state, and local environmental
laws, the successor property owners had engaged various mining operations. These are
acknowledged in the County Staff Report and documented in the 1990 California
Department of Conservation Division of Mining and Geology (pg. 46) “Mineral Land
Classification of Nevada County Report” which states:

"MRZ-2a [CS)"-2 - Grass Valley Area: This area lies just outside of Grass Valley off
ldaho-Maryland Road. The area is underlain by serpentinite and serpentinized



ultramafic rocks. North star Rock Products, Inc. is currently quarrying serpentinite
and serpentinized ultramafic rocks for use as base material at the site. Prior to the
quarry operation, North star Rock Products, Inc. had produced crushed stone at
the site using waste rock from the Idaho-Maryland mine.”

With regard to the MRZ-2a zone in which the Idaho-Maryland Mine is situated, is a State
designation of a significant mineral deposit. Land included in the MRZ-2a category is of
prime state and national importance because it contains known economic mineral
deposits. Protection of such deposits is addressed in SMARA Section 3676 (c), Mineral
Resource Policies, that stipulates that lead agency (such as Nevada County and City of
Grass Valley) is to "Impose conditions upon incompatible land uses in and surrounding
areas containing identified mineral deposits for the purpose of mitigating the significant
land use conflicts prior to approving a use that would otherwise be incompatible with
mineral extraction. Authority: Section 2755, Public Resources Code. Reference: Sections
2757 and 2761-63, Public Resources Code.” Such incompatible land uses include the
housing developed at the intersection of Brunswick and Bennett Roads, the Whispering
Pines Business Park, Loma Rica Mixed use housing and commercial development, and
the condominiums on Bennett Street.

What is lacking in the County Staff report is the context associated with the regulatory
(CEQA., NEPA, RCRA, CERCLA, TSCA, CAA, CWA, CESA, ESA, ef al) and economic
constraints [price of gold, Interest rates) that limited the ability of natural resource
industries to develop nationally and internationally recognized precious and strategic
minerals. These constraints ought to be considered by the County when deliberating
the vested rights petition.

It is fime for the Board of Supervisors to recognize the ldaho-Maryland Mine as an
important natural resource that can be developed, and has been proposed, as an
environmentally sound project and economic engine to revive Nevada County.
Recognize the continued mining operations since the 1950s which include investments
in future mining operations and approve the Rise Gold Petition for Vested Rights.

Thank you,
Pat Nelson

December 13, 2023
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OpenPGP_signature.asc Dist 1

Today's Special Meeting was interesting. As a former elected official (6 years on the Board of
a California Special District), [ have some experience from both sides of the dais.

The presentations struck me as being the debates that you typically see at trials, where each
side argues its case before a judge or jury. That's not surprising since many of the presenters
are lawyers. There was lots of discussions of case law, precedents, prior rulings, and analyses
of phrases extracted from laws and prior judgements.

My training as a holder of public office explained that my primary role as an elected official
was to be a representative of the people, and my duty was to act in the best interests of the
public, while appropriately advised by County Counsel about any relevant questions of law.
In particular, I was not a judge or a jury member and wasn't expected to be one.

For the Nevada County BOS, I'd recommend the supervisors taking a similar stance - acting
solely as a representative of the people. Elected officials are generally not qualified to be
lawyers or judges, and are also not authorized to act as trial juries. They should avoid being
persuaded by lawyers' presentations to believe that they are qualified to make judgements on
legal matters. That is a role for judges and juries.

Please vote your conscience as a representative of the people who live here, and if that leads to
a trial in the future, trust that the judges and juries involved then will hear the arguments and
reach a decision. That's their job.

Jack Haverty
Resident, District 1
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From: Itara O"Connell

To: bdofsupervisors
Subject: Continuance
Date: Thursday, December 14, 2023 6:18:33 AM DiSt 1

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't recognize the sender,
consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If you have
more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

Why rush this important decision? Nevada County residents and The Board of Supervisors call for a continuance of
this important decision. The “vested interest rights” discussion could be decided sometime in 2024. Thank you, Itara

O'Connell


mailto:to.itara@gmail.com
mailto:bdofsupervisors@nevadacountyca.gov

From: Ed Scofield

To: Julie Patterson-Hunter; Tine Mathiasen

Subject: Fwd: Other Voices: Responsible mining, Cannon Mine, Wenatchee Washington and the proposed Idaho-Maryland
project | News | theunion.com

Date: Thursday, December 14, 2023 7:25:09 AM Dist 1

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Michael Taylor <mjt4you@gmail.com>

Date: December 14, 2023 at 4:16:16 AM PST

To: Ed Scofield <Ed.Scofield@nevadacountyca.gov>, Jeffrey Thorsby

<Jeffrey. Thorsby@nevadacountyca.gov>

Cec: Kit Elliott <Kit.Elliott@nevadacountyca.gov>, Hardy Bullock
<Hardy.Bullock@nevadacountyca.gov>, Sue Hoek
<Sue.Hoek@nevadacountyca.gov>, Lisa Swarthout
<Lisa.Swarthout@nevadacountyca.gov>, Heidi Hall
<Heidi.Hall@nevadacountyca.gov>

Subject: Other Voices: Responsible mining, Cannon Mine, Wenatchee
Washington and the proposed Idaho-Maryland project | News | theunion.com

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this
email or don't recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know
the content is safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity
Awareness on the County InfoNet.

Dear Chair Ed Scofield,

I wrote you last week, raising the issue there is a conflict of interest with Heidi
Hall’s public opposition to Idaho Maryland Mines reopening in 2008 and 2009.
She was publicly expressing views in direct opposition to Dave Watkinson,
C.0.0. and President of Emgold Mining reopening Idaho Maryland Mine.

This was brought up multiple times yesterday. Heidi is putting the County in
additional liability risks with not recusing herself.

At the time when she was speaking in opposition of the mine reopening, she
worked for the United States Environmental Protection Agency and was on loan
to the California State Water Resource Control Board, at a time just before she
was considering running as a Democrat for US Congress. The mine reopening
was a public and political issue for her at the time, not just a personal opinion.

Yesterday, when Heidi was addressing the issue of conflict of interest, she said


mailto:Ed.Scofield@nevadacountyca.gov
mailto:Julie.Patterson-Hunter@nevadacountyca.gov
mailto:Tine.Mathiasen@nevadacountyca.gov

her opinions were expressed as her own personal opinions. Ask yourself at the
time she was expressing her opposition to the mind reopening to the general
public, how could her audience determine she was speaking personally and not
from her position on environmental protection agency or state water board?

I am again asking that Supervisor Hall recuses herself to minimize future financial
liability to the county. Her reasons for not recusing herself will not hold up under
scrutiny.

I trust that my email last week and this one today is part of public record.
Respectfully,

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?
a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.theunion.com%?2fnews%?2fother-voices-responsible-
mining-cannon-mine-wenatchee-washington-and-the-proposed-idaho-maryland-
project%?2farticle 72b7af72-5eed-5277-a232-
519dcf08casSa.html&c=E,1,QddCOQPeRweZ8dHmrqaF3xwxSPe1419TfVr-
pKQIrW5wd7nAMKkywWy9TVZS8r4IRCwT10-UyGFtOyW5gFTviEDAO-
E fPgGa66QI9YFIMVI4ZZEabCU86Q,,&typo=1

Sent from my iPhone



Nevada County Supervisors

Eric Rood Administrative Center

950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959
bdofsupervisors@nevadacountyca.gov
Idaho.MMEIR@nevadacountyca.gov

Re: Rise Gold Vested Rights
Dear Nevada County Supervisors,

Wolf Creek Community Alliance has been monitoring stream quality, watershed habitats, and developments
impacting the Wolf Creek watershed since 2004. We have seen no gold mining activity at the sites included in the
proposal by Rise Gold / Rise Grass Valley, including during the time Rise Gold acquired the properties and pursued
exploratory work. No actual mining has been pursued since 1956. The historic Idaho-Maryland Mine, based on all
manner of pertinent data, ceased to exist as a mining operation at that time, declaring bankruptcy, and selling much of
their mining equipment.

An active mining operation requires daily transportation to and from the mine. We observed only very
occasional vehicle visits to the property, and only in relation to exploratory concerns. The local Senior Firewood
program has used parts of the Brunswick Site, and the county has also used part of it for a green waste collection site.
These activities of course have nothing to do with mining. An active mining operation produces sound and vibration
through the use of blasting, crushing, and heavy equipment use. We observed none of that. An active underground
mine requires dewatering, creating significant changes to water downstream involving increased flow and changes in
chemical composition. Our monthly data over 18 years shows no such changes in flow or chemistry. Rise Gold’s own
EIR documents discussing hydrology confirm as much, as the documents rely only on HISTORICAL data documenting
increased discharge due to dewatering, nothing in the way of operations after the 1950s.

As a scientific organization charged with monitoring the watershed within which this mining proposal resides,
we find no merit in the claims by Rise Gold that they possess a vested right for mine operation. Their claim is false in
every ordinary sense of the word. Their appeals to complicated technicalities strain logic and good reason, as legal
opinions no doubt will confirm.

Previous comment and testimony offered by WCCA detailed serious concerns about environmental impacts
regarding the proposed opening of this mine. These concerns caused us to ask that the EIR for the project NOT be
certified and the project NOT be approved. The 5-0 vote of the Planning Commission, recommending that the project
be denied, validated those concerns.

That Rise Gold only raised the issue of vested rights AFTER that Planning Commission decision shows that
they had no sense previously of any actual vested rights, and made such a petition only as a “last-ditch” effort to
somehow move forward with their project. This lack of integrity only undermines any trust we might otherwise have in
their ability to act as a good neighbor in the community. We urge you to follow your staff's recommendation to deny
this frivolous request for vested rights. Following that, the county should move quickly to finally resolve Rise Gold’s
mining proposal by denying it. We have many pressing needs in our good community, and we should not be unduly
waylaid by the disingenuous efforts of Rise Gold. They have had their due process. We have given years of attention
to their proposal.

It's time to move forward - deny the vested rights petition, and deny the mine proposal.

Sincerely yours,

Gary Griffith, President, Wolf Creek Community Alliance

WoLF CREEK COMMUNITY ALLIANCE

PO Box 477, Grass Valley, CA 95945 / wolfcreekalliance.org




Dist 1 RECEIVED

DECLARATION OF CHARLES W. BROCK NOY 186 2023
NEVADA COUNTY

l, Charles W. Brock, declare as follows: BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

1.

EACH SUPERVISOR REC:
| am over 18 years of age and have personal knowledge of the facts b

contained in this declaration which is true, correct and complete. If called
upon to testify | could and would testify as to the truth of the facts stated
herein.

. 1 have been a licensed Realtor in California since 1968, and obtained my

Brokers License in 1981. (Lic. # 00328328)

. In 1980 | was introduced to the heirs of the Estate of Marian Ghidotti, by

their attorney Richard Hawkins. The three executors of this estate were
Erica Erikson, Mary Bouma and William Toms (aka. “the BET Group”).

. In 1981 I represented the Estate of Marian Ghidotti in the sale of 14 parcels

which comprised what was referred to as “The Ghidotti Ranch”, in Penn
Valley, CA.

. Throughout the mid 1980’s | remained in contact with the BET Group and

worked on planning to sell their holdings known as the former Idaho
Maryland Mine. At no time during my representation of the BET group did
they ever consider reopening or operating any mining activity. They were
well aware of the toxic contamination on site and had limited resources to
deal with soils contamination, let alone reopening and operating a gold
mine. This viewpoint was clearly communicated to me by each of the three
executors. In 1986 the decision was taken to subdivide acreage at the Old
Brunswick Mine in order to raise funds to address toxics soils, so that the
balance of their holdings might be better prepared for sale. In January of
1987 local surveyor Al Beeson was engaged by the BET Group and recorded
County Final Map #85-7 (BET Acres), subdividing 5 residential lots on the
site of the Old Brunswick Mine. This same map delineated contiguous
remaining lands which are now owned by Rise Gold and are commonly
known as the “Brunswick Industrial Site”, located at the intersection of East
Bennett Rd. and Brunswick Rd. Between January 4, 1987 and August 23,
1987 | represented the BET Group, closing escrows on each of these 5
parcels. Proceeds from these sales were later used to pay taxes and begin



efforts to conduct soils sampling on the Centennial site holdings, in
preparation for marketing the remaining former mine parcels. In 1992 |
assisted the BET Group contract with Vector Engineering to conduct soils
testing.

6. 1did not represent the BET Group as they entered a Lease with Option to
Buy with Emgold Mining in early/mid 2000’s. After an approximate 7 year
effort, Emgold failed to certify their Environmental Impact Report and
abandoned their Lease with Option to Buy the former mine property.

7. InJune of 2014, | listed the remaining holdings formerly known as the Idaho
Maryland Mine for sale. Within the body of the Listing Agreement it was
stated, “Subject property was once an operating gold mine (Idaho
Maryland Mine), and portions of the surface soil is known to be
contaminated”. Historical information, data and core samples were made
available to the market, however, the sellers wanted the market to clearly
understand that the Idaho Maryland Mine was not a permitted, operating
mine, and that the BET Group would not be participating in any mine clean-
up or permitting activity as a condition of sale. This condition of sale was
clearly stated, in a remark | made at that time which was quoted in the
Grass Valley Union newspaper (June 11. 2014) where | said “we are not
selling a mine”. Measures taken to arrive at our asking price were based on
comparable sales of similarly zoned light industrial and residential
properties.

I, Charles W. Brock, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State
of California that the foregoing is true and correct.

Date: ({—-/¢ - 273
By: / /Z"ﬂ’i. (z/\__ﬂ#————-h_\_\_

Charles W. Brock



RECEIVED

November 16, 2023 NOV. 16 2023

NEVADA COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

To Whom It May Concern,

Please find enclosed a Declaration | am filing relative to the Rise Gold Petition for
“Vested Rights” to reopen the Idaho Maryland Mine. | sincerely hope my personal
experience represented in this Declaration will assist in the County’s decision
making process regarding this issue.

Feel free to contact me should you have questions or need further clarification
regarding this matter.

Thank you,

Sincerely,

(Ul

Charles W. Brock

530.362.0490



ATTACHMENT A

DECLARATION OF CHARLES W. BROCK Dist 1

|, Charles W. Brock, declare as foliows:

1. 1am over 18 years of age and have personal knowledge of the facts
contained in this declaration which is true, correct and complete. If called
upon to testify | could and would testify as to the truth of the facts stated
herein.

2. | have been a licensed Realtor in California since 1968, and obtained my
Brokers License in 1981. (Lic. # 00328328)

3. In 1980 | was introduced to the heirs of the Estate of Marian Ghidotti, by
their attorney Richard Hawkins. The three executors of this estate were
Erica Erikson, Mary Bouma and William Toms (aka. “the BET Group”).

4. In 1981 | represented the Estate of Marian Ghidotti in the sale of 14 parcels
which-comprised what was referred to as “The Ghidotti Ranch”, in Penn
Valley, CA.

5. Throughout the mid 1980’s | remained in contact with the BET Group and
worked on planning to sell their holdings known as the former Idaho
Maryland Mine. At no time during my representation of the BET group did
they ever consider reopening or operating any mining activity. They were
well aware of the toxic contamination on site and had limited resources to
deal with soils contamination, let alone reopening and operating a gold
mine. This viewpoint was clearly communicated to me by each of the three
executors. In 1986 the decision was taken to subdivide acreage at the Old
Brunswick Mine in order to raise funds to address toxics soils, so that the
balance of their holdings might be better prepared for sale. In January of
1987 local surveyor Al Beeson was engaged by the BET Group and recorded
County Final Map #85-7 (BET Acres), subdividing 5 residential lots on the
site of the Old Brunswick Mine. This same map delineated contiguous
remaining lands which are now owned by Rise Gold and are commonly
known as the “Brunswick Industrial Site”, located at the intersection of East
Bennett Rd. and Brunswick Rd. Between January 4, 1987 and August 23,
1987 | represented the BET Group, closing escrows on each of these 5
parcels. Proceeds from these sales were later used to pay taxes and begin



ATTACHMENT A

efforts to conduct soils sampling on the Centennial site holdings, in
preparation for marketing the remaining former mine parcels. In 1992 |
assisted the BET Group contract with Vector Engineering to conduct soils
testing.

6. |did not represent the BET Group as they entered a Lease with Option to
Buy with Emgold Mining in early/mid 2000’s. After an approximate 7 year
effort, Emgold failed to certify their Environmental Impact Report and
abandoned their Lease with Option to Buy the former mine property.

7. In June of 2014, | listed the remaining holdings formerly known as the Idaho
Maryland Mine for sale. Within the body of the Listing Agreement it was
stated, “Subject property was once an operating gold mine (Idaho
Maryland Mine), and portions of the surface soil is known to be
contaminated”. Historical information, data and core samples were made
available to the market, however, the sellers wanted the market to clearly
understand that the ldaho Maryland Mine was not a permitted, operating
mine, and that the BET Group would not be participating in any mine clean-
up or permitting activity as a condition of sale. This condition of sale was
clearly stated, in a remark | made at that time which was quoted in the
Grass Valley Union newspaper (June 11. 2014) where | said “we are not
selling a mine”. Measures taken to arrive at our asking price were based on
comparable sales of similarly zoned light industrial and residential
properties.

I, Charles W. Brock, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State
of California that the foregoing is true and correct.

Date: 1'0_/_/7/23
By: //4’/%: (M/LM/’—\

Charles W. Brock




ATTACHMENT B

DECLARATION OF JOHN J. VAUGHAN Dist 3

I, John J Vaughan, declare as follows:

1.

10

13.

I am over 18 years of age and have personal knowledge of the facts contained in this
declaration, which is true, correct and complete. If called upon to testify I could and
would testify as to the truth of the facts stated herein.

I have lived in Nevada County (Grass Valley and Nevada City) since 1967.

From 1969 through 1979 [ worked at Robinson Enterprises running their internal
information technology department, including software development.

During that time, [ was tasked with creating a database and software to validate log
scaling information. The end result was to compare the number of board feet delivered
by Robinson Enterprises logging trucks to information prepared by the US Forest Service
Log Scaling workers at the Brunswick Timber Products Sawmill on Brunswick Road
(then owned by Bill Pendola, also called the Bohemia Mill).

. As part of that work, | visited the Brunswick Timber Products Sawmill on Brunswick

Road dozens of times to observe the process.

At no time during that 10 years did I see anything but log storage and sawmill operations
anywhere at the locations that Rise Gold now calls the Brunswick Industrial Site.

There were no mining operations anywhere on the sawmill site.

There were no mining operations on the acreage around the large concrete silo, which
was not part of the sawmill.

In addition, during the 56 years that I’ve lived here, [ have driven by both the Brunswick
site and the Idaho-Maryland Site {Centennial} hundreds if not thousands of times.

. Both locations have been abandoned for most of the years I have lived here.
11.
12.

1 have never seen any gold mining operations at either location.

The only activity | have observed at Brunswick, prior to the current Community uses,
was a sawmill.

The only activity at Centennial was periodic rock crushing which stopped in the late 70°s
or early 80’s.

I, John J. Vaughan, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that
the foregoing is true and correct.

DATE: 10/18/2023

BY: John J. Vaughan

7

e

11793 Lower Colfax Rd, Grass Valley, CA 95945
916-807-0430 Cell



RECEIVED
NOV-1'5 2023

NEVADA .COUNTY
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIS T OFsurervisors
COMMUNITY of the MOUNTAINS

November 15, 2023

Dist 3
Jim Bair
Leader, Stop the Mine Task Force*
246 South Church Street
Grass Valley, CA 95945

Nevada County Council Katherine Elliot

Nevada County Board of Supervisors, Ed Scofield Chairman
Nevada County Planning Dept.

Eric Rood Administration Center

950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Re: Hearing on Rise Gold Corp. Petition for Vested Rights

Dear County Leaders,

We hereby request equal time at the Dec 13-14 Public Hearing on Vested Rights
claimed by RYES as noticed. Objectors have legal standing and are represented by
attorneys. Based on review of County practices and published policy, we conclude that
the 3 minute limit for each member of the public at Board of Supervisors’ hearings is not
acceptable especially viz the US Constitution. Without belaboring the issue, objectors
to the Mine are duly represented by attorneys and have/are submitting legal statements
(rebuttals to the Petition) that meet both judicial and legislative requirements.

The following legal statement re: due process for us/objectors:

There is no way under the currently limited County hearing procedure for objectors to
confront Rise as the equal parties we will soon be in the court process to follow, so that
we have sought pre-trial relief of various kinds, such as to allow evidentiary objections
like those in this objection to counter Rise’s ...[Petition]. More importantly, due process
is also denied objectors since objectors are cut off by the pre-hearing deadline for filing
our objections and evidence from confronting and rebutting Rise’s new evidence,
arguments, and claims at the hearing (an expected repetition of the problems suffered by
objectors at the prior Rise hearings at the County). That means Rise not only gets the last
word (actually another, uncontested, extensive briefing and evidence presentation
opportunity), but Rise also escapes any rebuttals and counter-evidence that objectors
must then battle to add in the court process as the objectors in Calvert*i. Three minutes



of public comment at the hearing for each such objector is not due process
confrontation, especially as to all the new things Rise will add during its lengthy
presentation, where Rise again can escape accountability for its disputed arguments and
evidence until the court process to come.

Calvert, Hardesty, and other cases [cited in the Petition] forbid us objectors to be ignored
on these vested rights disputes in such an adjudicatory process where we must have equal
rights and standing as Calvert explained (at 625*1):

For example, Calvert was not only focused on the MINER’S due process rights, BUT
RATHER INSTEAD PROCLAIMED THE DUE PROCESS RIGHTS OF THE
NEIGHBORING VICTIMS of that surface mining and the other impacted public (which
types of victims are herein called “objectors,” some with special standing for us surface
owners above and around the 2585- acre underground mine whose groundwater and
existing and future wells would be depleted 24/7/365 for 80 years, among other violations
of objectors’ competing constitutional, legal, and property rights (emphasis added).
[p.108]

In conclusion, we request that the County process be changed for this hearing to allow
equal time for objectors, who nonetheless, be required to specifically address the RYES
Petition.

P v

Ehry(Bz‘ t, Leader, Stop the Mine Task Force

Cc: Alison Lehman, County Executive Officer

Cc: G. Larry Engel, Engel Law, PC, Charlie Brock, Nevada County Board of Realtors ret.

i The UUCM (Unitarian Universalist Community of the Mountains ,501(c)(3) ), in Grass Valley is
committed to stopping the Rise Gold Corp. The UUCM congregation voted unanimously to form the Stop
the Mine Task Force in the Fall of 2021. The Board of Trustees and Pastor actively oppose reopening
the Idaho-Maryland Mine.

i Calvert v. County of Yuba

Court of Appeal of California, Third District

Dec 5, 2006

145 Cal.App.4th 613 (Cal. Ct. App. 2006)



From: Carrie Monohan

To: BOS Public Comment

Cc: Joan Clayburgh

Subject: The Sierra Fund comments on Idaho-Maryland Mine Project Vested Right to Mine Proposal

Date: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 7:46:37 AM .
Attachments: TSF comments IMM Vested Right draft 11.8.23.pdf DlSt 1

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

Dear Nevada County Board of Supervisors,

The Sierra Fund (TSF) appreciates the opportunity to offer comments on the Idaho-
Maryland Mine Project Vested Right to Mine Proposal, please see the attached letter.

Under no circumstances does Rise Gold mining operation fit the criteria for vested
rights. The petition and documents they provided are riddled with flaws and do not
make a coherent case for the finding of “vested rights.”

TSF urges the Nevada City Board of Supervisors to vote down this petition to find
Vested Rights. Rejecting this finding is a simple and legal decision.

Feel free to contact me if you have any questions about our comments in the attached
letter. Thank you again for this opportunity to participate in this public process.

Carrie Monohan, Ph.D.
Program Director
The Sierra Fund

Carrie Monohan, Ph.D.

Program Director
- The Sierra Fund

+530-265-8454 ext. 214
carrie.monohan@sierrafund.org
www.sierrafund.org


mailto:carrie.monohan@sierrafund.org
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mailto:joan.clayburgh@sierrafund.org
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November 8, 2023

THE

Board Chair Ed Scofield
Nevada County Board of Supervisors S I E R R A
via Email: BOS.PublicComment@nevadacountyca.gov F U N D

The Sierra Fund Comments on the ldaho-Maryland Mine Vested Right to
Mine Proposal

Dear Nevada County Board of Supervisors,

The Sierra Fund (TSF) appreciates the opportunity to offer comments on the Idaho-
Maryland Mine Project Vested Right to Mine Proposal.

Summary and Recommended Action

Under no circumstances does Rise Gold mining operation fit the criteria for vested
rights. The petition and documents they provided are riddled with flaws and do not
make a coherent case for the finding of “vested rights.”

TSF urges the Nevada City Board of Supervisors to vote down this petition to find
Vested Rights. Rejecting this finding is a simple and legal decision.

Our Qualifications

The Sierra Fund is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation. Our expertise in mining law has
been tapped repeatedly by various state administrations over the last two decades. The
Sierra Fund worked closely with Governor Brown and the legislature on the substantial
revisions to the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA) that became law in 2017
that strengthened regulations to protect communities and the environment. The Fund
has led projects on abandoned mine lands throughout the region and has published
numerous reports of best available methods and technologies for assessing and
remediating these compromised lands. We are working collaboratively with several
local, state, and federal agencies to support abandoned mine land reclamation.

I lead The Sierra Fund’s programs and hold a Ph.D. in Hydrology from the University of
Washington, serve as an adjunct professor at the California State University in Chico
and have been working on abandon mine related issues for the past 15 years. The Sierra
Fund is advised by hydrologists, geologists, mining engineers, lawyers, medical doctors,
geochemists, and environmental health specialists.

Normally, a new mine would require the Board of Supervisors to approve four actions:

1. Approval of a land use permit on the site to allow gold mining

2. Approval of a reclamation plan for the mine operation

3. Approval of an Environmental Impact Report evaluating the impact that the
mine permit and the reclamation plan would cause, and developing strategies to

The Sierra Fund | 204 Providence Mine Road Suite 214, Nevada City, CA 95959 | www.sierrafund.org
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minimize environmental impacts and mitigate any potential impacts to “less than
significant”. If these impacts can’t be mitigated to “less than significant” the
board must then find that there are “overriding public interests” in approving the
EIR despite these impacts.

4. Approval of a Financial Cost Estimate, and an appropriate Financial Assurances
Mechanism to pay for the required reclamation and mitigation activities.

What are vested rights?

Mines that have a vested right do not have to obtain a land use permit or conduct a
CEQA review in issuing that land use permit. In other words, you can’t make them stop
mining on the site that they have been mining for decades and you can’t deny their land
use permit for mining on that site.

How would a company demonstrate they have a vested right?

To demonstrate a vested right, the mining company must prove that it was actively
mining prior to January 1, 1976, and that it has continued to operate without substantial
changes to their operation since that time. (See Public Resources Code Division 2,
Chapter 9, Article 5 2770, following this note) They must demonstrate that they have
continued the mining activities and in the same locations since 1976.

Rise Gold does not qualify for a vested right and clearly has not continuously mined the
site.

Rise Gold’s various attachments to their petition do not in any way provide evidence to
support a finding that they have “continuously mined” the site.

Not only that, if they have been mining the whole time — despite no evidence of them
doing so — they also would have had to continue to obey current mining law. There is no
evidence of actual mining on the site for many years. According to SMARA, if a
permitted mine stops its activity, they are mandated to file an Interim
Management Plan for approval by the County — or it must begin
reclamation of the mine. Neither Rise Gold nor any previous owner of the
site has filed an Interim Management Plan or done any reclamation of the
mine.

If the Nevada County Board of Supervisors were to find a vested right for this site, they
are guaranteed to have this finding reviewed by the State Mining & Geology Board
(SMGB). SMGB review happened in 2014 when the “Blue Lead Mine” was proposed in
the You Bet mining district. At that time, during the public hearing where the staff had
recommended against finding the “vested right”, the Nevada County Planning
Commission went against staff recommendations and tried to grant vested rights to Blue
Lead Mine. Because the staff had not written “findings” to support that decision, a
hearing was scheduled to review and approve the “new findings” that supported the
vested right decision. The SMGB immediately contacted the County and spoke at that
hearing of the Planning Commission on the question of vested rights. At that hearing
the SMGB warned that if the Board approved vested rights for the “Blue
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Lead Mine” the SMGB would take mine permitting authority away from the
County. The vesting decision was reversed. (Eventually that project was approved by
the Board of Supervisors, but the flawed EIR was challenged by neighbors who
successfully sued and stopped the mine from opening.)

Note — if you as a County Board of Supervisors do make an erroneous determination
that Rise Gold has “vested rights”, you need to know that the company will then need to
create a Reclamation Plan for the proposed mining activities. This Reclamation Plan
would then be required to be evaluated by an EIR. In addition, the company would need
to create a financial cost estimate and develop a financial assurance mechanism to cover
the costs of any reclamation activities occurring on the NEW spots or using NEW
methods.

Conclusion

Under no circumstances does Rise Gold mining operation fit the criteria for vested
rights. The petition and documents they provided are riddled with flaws and do not
support the finding of “vested rights.”

We encourage the Board to consider that if Rise Gold truly believed that they had such
rights, they would have asserted this long before now. The two prior applications on this
site chose not to raise vested rights. Is this a delay tactic in support of another strategy
they are pursuing to gain approval?

Please know that if you grant vested rights, we will support the Surface Mining and
Geology Boards engagement to ensure mining laws are followed and this path if
followed risks the SMGB determining the county no longer has authority over mine
permitting. We urge a unanimous vote turning down this petition to find
Vested Rights. It is a simple and legal decision.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions about our comments. Thank you
again for this opportunity to participate in this public process.

For the Sierra,

Carrie Monohan, Ph.D.
Program Director
The Sierra Fund
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Here is the relevant code:

PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE - PRC

DIVISION 2. GEOLOGY, MINES AND MINING [2001 - 2815]
(Heading of Division 2 amended by Stats. 1965, Ch. 1143.)

CHAPTER 9. Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975 [2710 - 2796.5]
(Chapter 9 added by Stats. 1975, Ch. 1131.)

ARTICLE 5. Reclamation Plans and the Conduct of Surface Mining Operations [2770 -

2779]
(Article 5 added by Stats. 19775, Ch. 1131.)

(a)  Except as provided in this section, a person shall not conduct surface mining
operations unless a permit is obtained from, a reclamation plan has been
submitted to and approved by, and financial assurances for reclamation have
been approved by the lead agency for the operation pursuant to this article.

(b) A person with an existing surface mining operation who has vested rights
pursuant to Section 2776 and who does not have an approved reclamation
plan shall submit a reclamation plan to the lead agency not later than March
31, 1988. If a reclamation plan application is not on file by March 31, 1988,
the continuation of the surface mining operation is prohibited until a
reclamation plan is submitted to the lead agency. For the purposes of this
subdivision, a reclamation plan existing prior to January 1, 2017, may consist
of all or the appropriate sections of any plans or written agreements
previously approved by the lead agency or another agency, together with any
additional documents needed to substantially meet the requirements of
Sections 2772 and 2773 and the lead agency surface mining ordinance
adopted pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 2774, provided that all
documents, which together were proposed to serve as the reclamation plan,
are submitted for approval to the lead agency in accordance with this chapter.

(h) (1) Within 90 days of a surface mining operation becoming idle, as defined in
Section 2727.1, the operator shall submit an interim management plan to the lead
agency for review. The review and approval of an interim management plan shall not be
considered a project for purposes of the California Environmental Quality Act (Division
13 (commencing with Section 21000)). The approved interim management plan shall be
considered an amendment to the surface mining operation’s approved reclamation plan
for purposes of this chapter. The interim management plan shall only provide for
necessary measures the operator will implement during its idle status to maintain the
site in compliance with this chapter, including, but not limited to, all permit conditions.

(3) The financial assurances required by Section 2773.1 shall remain in effect during the
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period that the surface mining operation is idle. If the surface mining operation is still
idle after the expiration of its interim management plan, the operator shall commence
reclamation in accordance with its approved reclamation plan.

2776.

(a) No person who has obtained a vested right to conduct surface mining operations
prior to January 1, 1976, shall be required to secure a permit pursuant to this chapter as
long as the vested right continues and as long as no substantial changes are made in
the operation except in accordance with this chapter. A person shall be deemed to

have vested rights if, prior to January 1, 1976, the person has, in good faith and in
reliance upon a permit or other authorization, if the permit or other authorization was
required, diligently commenced surface mining operations and incurred substantial
liabilities for work and materials necessary for the surface mining operations. Expenses
incurred in obtaining the enactment of an ordinance in relation to a particular operation
or the issuance of a permit shall not be deemed liabilities for work or materials.

(b) The reclamation plan required to be filed under subdivision (b) of Section 2770, shall
apply to operations conducted after January 1, 1976, or to be conducted.

(c) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as requiring the filing of a reclamation
plan for, or the reclamation of, mined lands on which surface mining operations were
conducted prior to January 1, 1976.

2776.

(a) No person who has obtained a vested right to conduct surface mining operations
prior to January 1, 1976, shall be required to secure a permit pursuant to this chapter as
long as the vested right continues and as long as no substantial changes are made in
the operation except in accordance with this chapter. A person shall be deemed to

have vested rights if, prior to January 1, 1976, the person has, in good faith and in
reliance upon a permit or other authorization, if the permit or other authorization was
required, diligently commenced surface mining operations and incurred substantial
liabilities for work and materials necessary for the surface mining operations. Expenses
incurred in obtaining the enactment of an ordinance in relation to a particular operation
or the issuance of a permit shall not be deemed liabilities for work or materials.

)
The Sierra Fund Comments on Idaho Maryland Mine Vested Right to Mine Proposal






November 8, 2023

THE

Board Chair Ed Scofield
Nevada County Board of Supervisors S I E R R A
via Email: BOS.PublicComment@nevadacountyca.gov F U N D

The Sierra Fund Comments on the ldaho-Maryland Mine Vested Right to
Mine Proposal

Dear Nevada County Board of Supervisors,

The Sierra Fund (TSF) appreciates the opportunity to offer comments on the Idaho-
Maryland Mine Project Vested Right to Mine Proposal.

Summary and Recommended Action

Under no circumstances does Rise Gold mining operation fit the criteria for vested
rights. The petition and documents they provided are riddled with flaws and do not
make a coherent case for the finding of “vested rights.”

TSF urges the Nevada City Board of Supervisors to vote down this petition to find
Vested Rights. Rejecting this finding is a simple and legal decision.

Our Qualifications

The Sierra Fund is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation. Our expertise in mining law has
been tapped repeatedly by various state administrations over the last two decades. The
Sierra Fund worked closely with Governor Brown and the legislature on the substantial
revisions to the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA) that became law in 2017
that strengthened regulations to protect communities and the environment. The Fund
has led projects on abandoned mine lands throughout the region and has published
numerous reports of best available methods and technologies for assessing and
remediating these compromised lands. We are working collaboratively with several
local, state, and federal agencies to support abandoned mine land reclamation.

I lead The Sierra Fund’s programs and hold a Ph.D. in Hydrology from the University of
Washington, serve as an adjunct professor at the California State University in Chico
and have been working on abandon mine related issues for the past 15 years. The Sierra
Fund is advised by hydrologists, geologists, mining engineers, lawyers, medical doctors,
geochemists, and environmental health specialists.

Normally, a new mine would require the Board of Supervisors to approve four actions:

1. Approval of a land use permit on the site to allow gold mining

2. Approval of a reclamation plan for the mine operation

3. Approval of an Environmental Impact Report evaluating the impact that the
mine permit and the reclamation plan would cause, and developing strategies to

The Sierra Fund | 204 Providence Mine Road Suite 214, Nevada City, CA 95959 | www.sierrafund.org
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minimize environmental impacts and mitigate any potential impacts to “less than
significant”. If these impacts can’t be mitigated to “less than significant” the
board must then find that there are “overriding public interests” in approving the
EIR despite these impacts.

4. Approval of a Financial Cost Estimate, and an appropriate Financial Assurances
Mechanism to pay for the required reclamation and mitigation activities.

What are vested rights?

Mines that have a vested right do not have to obtain a land use permit or conduct a
CEQA review in issuing that land use permit. In other words, you can’t make them stop
mining on the site that they have been mining for decades and you can’t deny their land
use permit for mining on that site.

How would a company demonstrate they have a vested right?

To demonstrate a vested right, the mining company must prove that it was actively
mining prior to January 1, 1976, and that it has continued to operate without substantial
changes to their operation since that time. (See Public Resources Code Division 2,
Chapter 9, Article 5 2770, following this note) They must demonstrate that they have
continued the mining activities and in the same locations since 1976.

Rise Gold does not qualify for a vested right and clearly has not continuously mined the
site.

Rise Gold’s various attachments to their petition do not in any way provide evidence to
support a finding that they have “continuously mined” the site.

Not only that, if they have been mining the whole time — despite no evidence of them
doing so — they also would have had to continue to obey current mining law. There is no
evidence of actual mining on the site for many years. According to SMARA, if a
permitted mine stops its activity, they are mandated to file an Interim
Management Plan for approval by the County — or it must begin
reclamation of the mine. Neither Rise Gold nor any previous owner of the
site has filed an Interim Management Plan or done any reclamation of the
mine.

If the Nevada County Board of Supervisors were to find a vested right for this site, they
are guaranteed to have this finding reviewed by the State Mining & Geology Board
(SMGB). SMGB review happened in 2014 when the “Blue Lead Mine” was proposed in
the You Bet mining district. At that time, during the public hearing where the staff had
recommended against finding the “vested right”, the Nevada County Planning
Commission went against staff recommendations and tried to grant vested rights to Blue
Lead Mine. Because the staff had not written “findings” to support that decision, a
hearing was scheduled to review and approve the “new findings” that supported the
vested right decision. The SMGB immediately contacted the County and spoke at that
hearing of the Planning Commission on the question of vested rights. At that hearing
the SMGB warned that if the Board approved vested rights for the “Blue
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Lead Mine” the SMGB would take mine permitting authority away from the
County. The vesting decision was reversed. (Eventually that project was approved by
the Board of Supervisors, but the flawed EIR was challenged by neighbors who
successfully sued and stopped the mine from opening.)

Note — if you as a County Board of Supervisors do make an erroneous determination
that Rise Gold has “vested rights”, you need to know that the company will then need to
create a Reclamation Plan for the proposed mining activities. This Reclamation Plan
would then be required to be evaluated by an EIR. In addition, the company would need
to create a financial cost estimate and develop a financial assurance mechanism to cover
the costs of any reclamation activities occurring on the NEW spots or using NEW
methods.

Conclusion

Under no circumstances does Rise Gold mining operation fit the criteria for vested
rights. The petition and documents they provided are riddled with flaws and do not
support the finding of “vested rights.”

We encourage the Board to consider that if Rise Gold truly believed that they had such
rights, they would have asserted this long before now. The two prior applications on this
site chose not to raise vested rights. Is this a delay tactic in support of another strategy
they are pursuing to gain approval?

Please know that if you grant vested rights, we will support the Surface Mining and
Geology Boards engagement to ensure mining laws are followed and this path if
followed risks the SMGB determining the county no longer has authority over mine
permitting. We urge a unanimous vote turning down this petition to find
Vested Rights. It is a simple and legal decision.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions about our comments. Thank you
again for this opportunity to participate in this public process.

For the Sierra,

Carrie Monohan, Ph.D.
Program Director
The Sierra Fund

3
The Sierra Fund Comments on Idaho Maryland Mine Vested Right to Mine Proposal



Here is the relevant code:

PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE - PRC

DIVISION 2. GEOLOGY, MINES AND MINING [2001 - 2815]
(Heading of Division 2 amended by Stats. 1965, Ch. 1143.)

CHAPTER 9. Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975 [2710 - 2796.5]
(Chapter 9 added by Stats. 1975, Ch. 1131.)

ARTICLE 5. Reclamation Plans and the Conduct of Surface Mining Operations [2770 -

2779]
(Article 5 added by Stats. 19775, Ch. 1131.)

(a)  Except as provided in this section, a person shall not conduct surface mining
operations unless a permit is obtained from, a reclamation plan has been
submitted to and approved by, and financial assurances for reclamation have
been approved by the lead agency for the operation pursuant to this article.

(b) A person with an existing surface mining operation who has vested rights
pursuant to Section 2776 and who does not have an approved reclamation
plan shall submit a reclamation plan to the lead agency not later than March
31, 1988. If a reclamation plan application is not on file by March 31, 1988,
the continuation of the surface mining operation is prohibited until a
reclamation plan is submitted to the lead agency. For the purposes of this
subdivision, a reclamation plan existing prior to January 1, 2017, may consist
of all or the appropriate sections of any plans or written agreements
previously approved by the lead agency or another agency, together with any
additional documents needed to substantially meet the requirements of
Sections 2772 and 2773 and the lead agency surface mining ordinance
adopted pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 2774, provided that all
documents, which together were proposed to serve as the reclamation plan,
are submitted for approval to the lead agency in accordance with this chapter.

(h) (1) Within 90 days of a surface mining operation becoming idle, as defined in
Section 2727.1, the operator shall submit an interim management plan to the lead
agency for review. The review and approval of an interim management plan shall not be
considered a project for purposes of the California Environmental Quality Act (Division
13 (commencing with Section 21000)). The approved interim management plan shall be
considered an amendment to the surface mining operation’s approved reclamation plan
for purposes of this chapter. The interim management plan shall only provide for
necessary measures the operator will implement during its idle status to maintain the
site in compliance with this chapter, including, but not limited to, all permit conditions.

(3) The financial assurances required by Section 2773.1 shall remain in effect during the
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period that the surface mining operation is idle. If the surface mining operation is still
idle after the expiration of its interim management plan, the operator shall commence
reclamation in accordance with its approved reclamation plan.

2776.

(a) No person who has obtained a vested right to conduct surface mining operations
prior to January 1, 1976, shall be required to secure a permit pursuant to this chapter as
long as the vested right continues and as long as no substantial changes are made in
the operation except in accordance with this chapter. A person shall be deemed to

have vested rights if, prior to January 1, 1976, the person has, in good faith and in
reliance upon a permit or other authorization, if the permit or other authorization was
required, diligently commenced surface mining operations and incurred substantial
liabilities for work and materials necessary for the surface mining operations. Expenses
incurred in obtaining the enactment of an ordinance in relation to a particular operation
or the issuance of a permit shall not be deemed liabilities for work or materials.

(b) The reclamation plan required to be filed under subdivision (b) of Section 2770, shall
apply to operations conducted after January 1, 1976, or to be conducted.

(c) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as requiring the filing of a reclamation
plan for, or the reclamation of, mined lands on which surface mining operations were
conducted prior to January 1, 1976.

2776.

(a) No person who has obtained a vested right to conduct surface mining operations
prior to January 1, 1976, shall be required to secure a permit pursuant to this chapter as
long as the vested right continues and as long as no substantial changes are made in
the operation except in accordance with this chapter. A person shall be deemed to

have vested rights if, prior to January 1, 1976, the person has, in good faith and in
reliance upon a permit or other authorization, if the permit or other authorization was
required, diligently commenced surface mining operations and incurred substantial
liabilities for work and materials necessary for the surface mining operations. Expenses
incurred in obtaining the enactment of an ordinance in relation to a particular operation
or the issuance of a permit shall not be deemed liabilities for work or materials.
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From: Paul Schwartz

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: psschwartz21

Subject: Reject Vested Rights Argument

Date: Monday, November 13, 2023 6:03:10 PM Dist 1

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

Board of Supervisors:

On December 13 & 14 you will consider Rise Gold’s arguments that they have “Vested Rights” to
move forward with their gold mining enterprise at the Idaho Maryland Mine location. CEA has
presented to you a summary of the evidence that deflates each argument Rise Gold makes. | would
like to add my personal memories to the case against the Vested Rights argument.

During the early to mid 1960s | spent summers with my grandparents in Yuba City. My grandfather
was an engineer with PG&E. His primary job was to inspect commercial PG&E customers to make
sure all was well with their PG&E service, but also to make sure they wasn’t any evidence they were
by by-passing the meters. During my summer stay | would go with him on his route through the gold
country. My grandmother worked full time and apparently | required adult supervision. The
Robinson Lumber Mill on the Idaho Maryland Mine site was one of his frequent stops. He was
chummy with the operators and would visit with them for what seemed like hours to a 10 year old
(me). Meanwhile, | would wander around the lumber mill property and investigate everything that
was happening. Watching the logging trucks pull in and unload, the milling operation, the large
ponds filled with logs, and all the heavy equipment moving around. This was pretty exciting for a
young man who during the rest of the year lived in a beach town. | had to be careful to stay away
from most of the action. | would circle the edges of the mill site and watch the action from a
distance. There was no mining going on during the 4-5 summers | spent visiting the Idaho Maryland
Mine Robinson Timber Sawmill. My grandfather would talk about the history of the Idaho Maryland
Mine. He was a rock collector hobbyist and during our days driving through Nevada County we
would stop at his favored spots, mostly tailings, and poke around. If there was any mining activity
going on at the Idaho Maryland Mine site | would have seen it and my grandfather would have met
with them regarding their PG&E services. PG&E can certainly confirm there were not electric
services used for mining activity during the 1960s.

Paul Schwartz

13812 Meadow Drive
Grass Valley, CA 95945

Sent from Mail for Windows
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From: Tony

To: Julie Patterson-Hunter
Subject: Re: Abuse of Process-Vesting Must be Denied!
Date: Thursday, November 2, 2023 9:51:22 AM Dist 1

Hi Julie....I realized my opening sentence was incorrect. It should say, “Dear Board, Planning and others involved

in the decision making process of the vested rights application by this morally reprehensible company”. 1 worded it
incorrectly in my submission. Please amend if possible.

Thanks
Tony

> On Nov 2, 2023, at 9:42 AM, Julie Patterson-Hunter <Julie.Patterson-Hunter@nevadacountyca.gov> wrote:
>

> Thank you - your email has been received

> From: Tony <topotony@gmail.com>

> Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 8:34 AM

>>T0: bdofsupervisors <bdofsupervisors@nevadacountyca.gov>
>>Cc: Idaho MMEIR <Idaho.MMEIR@nevadacountyca.gov>
>>Subj ect: Abuse of Process-Vesting Must be Denied!

=

> Dear Board, Planning, and others involved in this morally reprehensible company,

> [ implore you to throw out this ridiculous claim of vested rights. I’ve lived 1 mile from the site for 32 years since

1991, and drove past it everyday day. Not once did I ever see even the tiniest hint of mining activity there. I also
frequently rode my mountain bike thru the property to get into the cedar ridge area. I can testify under oath, to the
in>disputable fact that the IMM was completely closed down and conducted absolutely no activity whatsoever, with
regards to existing as an active working mine.

>

> This farce application by Rise is an abuse of process, clear and simple. It demonstrates their lack of respect and
regard for this county’s health and well being. Economically as well as physically for the residents. Their attempt to
gain access, for proceeding with a devastating industry in a highly residential area, is nothing less than an attack of
dire consequences for the entire county, should it be allowed to happen.

>

> Please send this company away from our beloved community and environment. They have no legal basis for
granting vested rights here. You may already have received this very fact from land use attorneys and the county’s
own legal counsel. Add to that the testimony by the many residents that have lived here for years, and you can be
certain that this stunt by Rise is an offense that could, very easily, bring an abuse of process suit to their doorstep.
>

> As our trusted representatives, we ask that you deny this application in the most swift and decisive manner
possible.


mailto:topotony@gmail.com
mailto:Julie.Patterson-Hunter@nevadacountyca.gov

> Thank you,

> Tony Lauria

> 13784 Greenhorn Rd

> Grass Valley, Ca 95945



From: Paul Schwartz

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: psschwartz21

Subject: Reject Vested Rights Argument

Date: Friday, November 3, 2023 9:40:08 AM DISt 1

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

Board of Supervisors:

On December 13 & 14 you will consider Rise Gold’s arguments that they have “Vested Rights” to
move forward with their gold mining enterprise at the Idaho Maryland Mine location. CEA has
presented to you a summary of the evidence that deflates each argument Rise Gold makes. | would
like to add my personal memories to the case against the Vested Rights argument.

During the early to mid 1960s | spent summers with my grandparents in Yuba City. My grandfather
was an engineer with PG&E. His primary job was to inspect commercial PG&E customers to make
sure all was well with their PG&E service, but also to make sure they wasn’t any evidence they were
by by-passing the meters. During my summer stay | would go with him on his route through the gold
country. My grandmother worked full time and apparently | required adult supervision. The
Robinson Lumber Mill on the Idaho Maryland Mine site was one of his frequent stops. He was
chummy with the operators and would visit with them for what seemed like hours to a 10 year old
(me). Meanwhile, | would wander around the lumber mill property and investigate everything that
was happening. Watching the logging trucks pull in and unload, the milling operation, the large
ponds filled with logs, and all the heavy equipment moving around. This was pretty exciting for a
young man who during the rest of the year lived in a beach town. | had to be careful to stay away
from most of the action. | would circle the edges of the mill site and watch the action from a
distance. There was no mining going on during the 4-5 summers | spent visiting the Idaho Maryland
Mine Robinson Timber Sawmill. My grandfather would talk about the history of the Idaho Maryland
Mine. He was a rock collector hobbyist and during our days driving through Nevada County we
would stop at his favored spots, mostly tailings, and poke around. If there was any mining activity
going on at the Idaho Maryland Mine site | would have seen it and my grandfather would have met
with them regarding their PG&E services. PG&E can certainly confirm there were not electric
services used for mining activity during the 1960s.

Paul Schwartz

13812 Meadow Drive
Grass Valley, CA 95945

Sent from Mail for Windows
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From: minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: ellenlight8 @gmail.com

Subject: Letter From Ellen Clephane - Stay the Course - No to the Mine

Date: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 6:28:05 PM DlSt 1

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

This letter is submitted by the CEA Foundation MineWatch Campaign on behalf of Ellen Clephane at ellenlight8@amail.com

Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Dear Nevada County Supervisors,

My name is Ellen Clephane. I live at 13957 Greenhorn Rd, Grass Valley, CA 95945,

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Rise Gold's attempt to reopen the Idaho-
Maryland Mine, including their recent Vested Rights claim. Their assertion that mining
has been ‘continuous’ since regulations changed in 1954 is laughable. This claim is little
more than a last-ditch effort to bypass the environmental review and public input
process that protects the citizens of this county.

Please stay the course and don't allow further delay tactics. | urge you to support the
recommendations of the Planning Commission and protect our county from this
destructive and irresponsible project.

My husband and I live on Greenhorn Road, just over a mile from Brunswick, very close to
the proposed mine. We have owned our home for almost 17 years and love the quiet
rural environment here. The thought of a huge industrial complex in this neighborhood ~
threatening wells, creating air and noise pollution, bringing constant truck traffic and all
the rest of the ugliness and environmental damage, is horrific beyond imagining.

| hope, pray and trust that you will give a clear and resounding NO to this insane mine
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project. And for that you have my heartfelt thanks!
Sincerely,

Ellen Clephane
ellenlight8@amail.com
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From: minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: eric.s.gibbons@gmail.com

Subject: Letter From Eric Gibbons - Stay the Course - No to the Mine

Date: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 6:28:09 PM DISt 3

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

This letter is submitted by the CEA Foundation MineWatch Campaign on behalf of Eric Gibbons at eric.s.qibbons@amail.com

Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Dear Nevada County Supervisors,

My name is Eric Gibbons. I live at 12640 Beaver Dr, Grass Valley, CA 95945,

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Rise Gold's attempt to reopen the Idaho-
Maryland Mine, including their recent Vested Rights claim. Their assertion that mining
has been ‘continuous’ since regulations changed in 1954 is laughable. This claim is little
more than a last-ditch effort to bypass the environmental review and public input
process that protects the citizens of this county.

Please stay the course and don't allow further delay tactics. | urge you to support the
recommendations of the Planning Commission and protect our county from this
destructive and irresponsible project.

Our family has lived on Beaver Drive in District 3 for almost 30 years. | have been a small
business owner in Grass Valley in the past and have been active in the Lutheran Church,
scouting, Masonic affiliations, GV Rotary and CEA.

I'd like to point out that Rise Gold's claim of vested rights would require providing
verifiable proof of continuous operation by the chain of every legal owner/entity from the


mailto:minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com
mailto:bdofsupervisors@nevadacountyca.gov
mailto:Idaho.MMEIR@nevadacountyca.gov
mailto:eric.s.gibbons@gmail.com
mailto:eric.s.gibbons@gmail.com

time the mine closed in 1956 to the present. | encourage the commission and board to
insist this unbroken chain be un-refutably demonstrated.

Sincerely,

Eric Gibbons
eric s gibbons@amail.com
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From: minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: susandhpeace@gmail.com

Subject: Letter From Susan Hopkins - Stay the Course - No to the Mine

Date: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 6:28:16 PM DISt 3

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

This letter is submitted by the CEA Foundation MineWatch Campaign on behalf of Susan Hopkins at susandhpeace@agmail.com

Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Dear Nevada County Supervisors,

My name is Susan Hopkins. I live at 12959 Woolman Lane, Nevada City, CA 95959.

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Rise Gold's attempt to reopen the Idaho-
Maryland Mine, including their recent Vested Rights claim. Their assertion that mining
has been “‘continuous’ since regulations changed in 1954 is laughable. This claim is little
more than a last-ditch effort to bypass the environmental review and public input
process that protects the citizens of this county.

Please stay the course and don't allow further delay tactics. | urge you to support the
recommendations of the Planning Commission and protect our county from this
destructive and irresponsible project.

| have lived in District 4 for almost 30 years, moving to this beautiful county to enjoy the
natural environment. | cherish our quality of life and hope that it will not be ruined by a

project that can only bring degradation.

Sincerely,
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Susan Hopkins
susandhpeace@agmail.com
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From: minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: pfjung65@gmail.com

Subject: Letter From Pamela Jung - Stay the Course - No to the Mine

Date: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 6:28:21 PM Dist 3

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

This letter is submitted by the CEA Foundation MineWatch Campaign on behalf of Pamela Jung at pfilungbS@amail.c

Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Dear Nevada County Supervisors,
My name is Pamela Jung. | live at 800 Freeman Lane #205, Grass Valley, CA 95949

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Rise Gold's attempt to reopen the Idaho-
Maryland Mine, including their recent Vested Rights claim. Their assertion that mining
has been ‘continuous’ since regulations changed in 1954 is laughable. This claim is little
more than a last-ditch effort to bypass the environmental review and public input
process that protects the citizens of this county.

Please stay the course and don't allow further delay tactics. | urge you to support the
recommendations of the Planning Commission and protect our county from this
destructive and irresponsible project.

| live in Lisa S's district (3) near Target. | have lived in this county for over 30 years, so |
feel like I've earned a vested interest in this issue of the mine. | have been following this
Issue for years now and have saved all the clippings about it from The Union. Soon | may
need a wagon to haul them around. It's so obvious that county citizens don't want the
mine started up again; indeed they want this issue permanently put to bed. Mine Watch
has done its due diligence very well. They have experts making the case. They've
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followed the science. The conclusion is that opening the mine will cause much more
harm than good. Sleazy Mossman aside, reopening is a very bad idea. | urge BOS to vote
Rise Gold down for good.

Sincerely,

Pamela Jung
pfjungbS@amail.com
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From: minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: altair.woods@comcast.net

Subject: Letter From Kenneth Woods - Stay the Course - No to the Mine

Date: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 6:28:31 PM DlSt 1

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

This letter is submitted by the CEA Foundation MineWatch Campaign on behalf of Kenneth Woods at altair.woods@comcast.net

Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Dear Nevada County Supervisors,
My name is Kenneth Woods. | live at 13608 Pegasus Place, Nevada City, CA 95959.

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Rise Gold's attempt to reopen the Idaho-
Maryland Mine, including their recent Vested Rights claim. Their assertion that mining
has been ‘continuous’ since regulations changed in 1954 is laughable. This claim is little
more than a last-ditch effort to bypass the environmental review and public input
process that protects the citizens of this county.

Please stay the course and don't allow further delay tactics. | urge you to support the
recommendations of the Planning Commission and protect our county from this
destructive and irresponsible project.

Sincerely,

Kenneth Woods
altair woods@comcast net
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From: minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: fandorfarm@gmail.com

Subject: Letter From david and barbara reed - Stay the Course - No to the Mine

Date: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 6:28:36 PM DlSt 4

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

This letter is submitted by the CEA Foundation MineWatch Campaign on behalf of david and barbara reed at fandorfarm@amail.com

Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Dear Nevada County Supervisors,
My name is david and barbara reed. | live at 25000 fandor, nevada city, CA 95959.

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Rise Gold's attempt to reopen the Idaho-
Maryland Mine, including their recent Vested Rights claim. Their assertion that mining
has been ‘continuous’ since regulations changed in 1954 is laughable. This claim is little
more than a last-ditch effort to bypass the environmental review and public input
process that protects the citizens of this county.

Please stay the course and don't allow further delay tactics. | urge you to support the
recommendations of the Planning Commission and protect our county from this
destructive and irresponsible project.

Sincerely,

david and barbara reed
fandorfarm@amail.com
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From: minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: isoldevalon@gmail.com

Subject: Letter From Gwen Walker - Stay the Course - No to the Mine

Date: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 6:28:43 PM Dist 3

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

This letter is submitted by the CEA Foundation MineWatch Campaign on behalf of Gwen Walker at [soldevalon@gmail.com

Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Dear Nevada County Supervisors,
My name is Gwen Walker. | live at 10201 Ridgeview Dr, Grass Valley, CA 95945

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Rise Gold's attempt to reopen the Idaho-
Maryland Mine, including their recent Vested Rights claim. Their assertion that mining
has been ‘continuous’ since regulations changed in 1954 is laughable. This claim is little
more than a last-ditch effort to bypass the environmental review and public input
process that protects the citizens of this county.

Please stay the course and don't allow further delay tactics. | urge you to support the
recommendations of the Planning Commission and protect our county from this
destructive and irresponsible project.

| live in district 3 near A to Z hardware. | am an individual with reactive airway disease
and a high cancer risk. this mine cannot be re-opened due to the risk it poses to people
like me. | urge you to REJECT their vested interest petition and shut them down so they
cannot open this mine and put our community at risk

Sincerely,
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Gwen Walker
Isoldevalon@amail.com
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From: minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: lololauria@gmail.com

Subject: Letter From Lauren Lauria - Stay the Course - No to the Mine

Date: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 6:28:54 PM Dist 1

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

This letter is submitted by the CEA Foundation MineWatch Campaign on behalf of Lauren Lauria at lololauria@gmail.com

Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Dear Nevada County Supervisors,
My name is Lauren Lauria. | live at 13784 Greenhorn Rd, Grass Valley, CA 95945

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Rise Gold's attempt to reopen the Idaho-
Maryland Mine, including their recent Vested Rights claim. Their assertion that mining
has been ‘continuous’ since regulations changed in 1954 is laughable. This claim is little
more than a last-ditch effort to bypass the environmental review and public input
process that protects the citizens of this county.

Please stay the course and don't allow further delay tactics. | urge you to support the
recommendations of the Planning Commission and protect our county from this
destructive and irresponsible project.

| feel the need to reiterate the fact that this vested rights move by Rise is a complete
farce and another example of the incredible disrespect for this community and county. |
have lived T mile from the Idaho Maryland (abandoned) mine site for 34 years. | have
driven by it every day for that entire span. I will testify under oath that it has not been a
working mine since 1990. Additionally, under historical scrutiny, it has not been a
working mine since before 1957 when all assets were sold and the tunnels were flooded.
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This application for vested rights is a blatant abuse of process by Rise Gold. You must
dismiss and deny this and any further attempts to apply these slick deceitful tactics to
invade our county with a heavy industrial toxic industry that would most definitely be the
demise of all we love here. The thousands of residents in this area did not purchase their
property with the contingency that the area could be rezoned into heavy industry.

In context of these deceitful maneuvers by Rise Gold, we are witnessing the continuation
of that immoral behavior with the plea by Ben Mossman, to the Canadian court, that he
Is now unemployed, having been replaced by another CEO. A tactic used to dissuade a
stiff sentencing. He planned the timing of this statement so the court could not verify it.
Here is another lie. He is still an employed member of Rise Gold, in a different position.

This kind of horrible behavior is representative of the way in which this company would
continue their business in this county. They would lie and cover up toxic spills, as
happened in Bank Island. We have seen Mossman publicly lie to the Canadian court and
we have seen him lie here, saying "there will be no impacts”. This company would shirk
any and every responsibility that requires honesty and integrity. Another obvious
example of why this company and industry should never be allowed to ruin our home.

There is no possible way to prove the IMM has been a working mine past 1957. There
are thousands of residents who will join myself in testifying this fact. Rise Gold is costing
the county, and it's citizens, an enormous sum of money fighting these dishonest
tactics. They should be sued for abuse of process. Not only is the financial cost an
undue burden, but we are continuing to suffer emotionally at the prospect of loss of our
home values, water, clean air, health and quality of life. What this company is all about, is
morally reprehensible. They should be put in their place, once and for all.

Be firm in your decision to deny this sham vested rights farce. Can you imagine the utter
chaos and destruction of our county, if this dishonest company were permitted to
reopen this mine without any guideline requirements, as put forth by the EIR? Please,
Please, Please, deny this application and complete the denial by voting No to the use
permit. And let's pass some laws that stop this type of industry from ever attempting
this again in our densely populated community and county.

Thank you

Sincerely,



Lauren Lauria
lololauria@amail.com
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From: minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: elirushimages@yahoo.com

Subject: Letter From Eli Rush - Stay the Course - No to the Mine

Date: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 6:29:02 PM DlSt 1

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

This letter is submitted by the CEA Foundation MineWatch Campaign on behalf of Eli Rush at elirushimages@yahoo.com

Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Dear Nevada County Supervisors,

My name is Eli Rush. I live at 15637 Lower Colfax Rd, Grass Valley, California 95945.

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Rise Gold's attempt to reopen the Idaho-
Maryland Mine, including their recent Vested Rights claim. Their assertion that mining
has been ‘continuous’ since regulations changed in 1954 is laughable. This claim is little
more than a last-ditch effort to bypass the environmental review and public input
process that protects the citizens of this county.

Please stay the course and don't allow further delay tactics. | urge you to support the
recommendations of the Planning Commission and protect our county from this
destructive and irresponsible project.

| live in District 3. I travel Brunswick Road and 174 daily. The traffic impact and noise
level would be intolerable. | have no faith whatsoever in the integrity or honesty of Rise
Gold's words or actions. They would be a blight upon our community, as they have been
upon others.

Sincerely,
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Eli Rush
elirushimages@yahoo.com



mailto:elirushimages@yahoo.com

From: minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: christymccracken@rocketmail.com

Subject: Letter From Diana McCracken - Stay the Course - No to the Mine

Date: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 6:29:07 PM Dist 1

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

This letter is submitted by the CEA Foundation MineWatch Campaign on behalf of Diana McCracken at christymecracken@rocketmail.com

Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Dear Nevada County Supervisors,
My name is Diana McCracken. I live at 13313 Greenhorn Road, Grass Valley, CA 95945

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Rise Gold's attempt to reopen the Idaho-
Maryland Mine, including their recent Vested Rights claim. Their assertion that mining
has been ‘continuous’ since regulations changed in 1954 is laughable. This claim is little
more than a last-ditch effort to bypass the environmental review and public input
process that protects the citizens of this county.

Please stay the course and don't allow further delay tactics. | urge you to support the
recommendations of the Planning Commission and protect our county from this
destructive and irresponsible project.

My family has lived here since 1970. I can in fact tell you that it was not a gold mine in
the 70's. It was a sawmill and since we are 1/2 mile up Greenhorn Road I can still
remember as a child the smell and noise the sawmill would give off. | remember the
noise pollution from the trucks entering and exiting the sawmill. | don't understand how it
can be stated that it was a run as a goldmine- it was a sawmill. Do not pass this
through- you will ruin a family with 3 generations living 1/2 mile from the old mill.
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Sincerely,

Diana McCracken
christvymccracken@rocketmail.com
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From: minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: info@geoffeido.com

Subject: Letter From Geoff Erwin - Stay the Course - No to the Mine

Date: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 6:29:15 PM DISt 4

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

This letter is submitted by the CEA Foundation MineWatch Campaign on behalf of Geoff Erwin at info@geoffeido ¢

Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Dear Nevada County Supervisors,

My name is Geoff Erwin. | live at 10407/ S Ponderosa Way, Rough and Ready, CA 95975,

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Rise Gold's attempt to reopen the Idaho-
Maryland Mine, including their recent Vested Rights claim. Their assertion that mining
has been ‘continuous’ since regulations changed in 1954 is laughable. This claim is little
more than a last-ditch effort to bypass the environmental review and public input
process that protects the citizens of this county.

Please stay the course and don't allow further delay tactics. | urge you to support the
recommendations of the Planning Commission and protect our county from this
destructive and irresponsible project.

'm Geoff Erwin, also known as Geoff Eido from District 4. | wrote and performed WELLS
RUN DRY at the planning meetings. I'm sure you're aware that the Idaho/Maryland mine
has been inoperative for decades and that this is the latest lie posed by an untrustworthy
company intent on raping our resources at great cost to our citizens and local habitat.
Please, for the love of God, country, and Nevada County, tell these buggers to bugger off
once and for all. Thank you
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Sincerely,

Geoff Erwin
Info@geoffeido.com
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From: minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: refreshology@gmail.com

Subject: Letter From Johni Christensen - Stay the Course - No to the Mine

Date: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 6:29:22 PM D| St 2

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

This letter is submitted by the CEA Foundation MineWatch Campaign on behalf of Johni Christensen at refreshology@armail.com

Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Dear Nevada County Supervisors,
My name is Johni Christensen. I live at 18987 River Crest Ct, Grass Valley, CA 95945,

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Rise Gold's attempt to reopen the Idaho-
Maryland Mine, including their recent Vested Rights claim. Their assertion that mining
has been ‘continuous’ since regulations changed in 1954 is laughable. This claim is little
more than a last-ditch effort to bypass the environmental review and public input
process that protects the citizens of this county.

Please stay the course and don't allow further delay tactics. | urge you to support the
recommendations of the Planning Commission and protect our county from this
destructive and irresponsible project.

We recently purchased 5 acres along South Wolf Creek in the Loadstar development off
Brewer Rd. We chose this property because it is a pristine creek front property. We are
excited to be new stewards to our patch of this beautiful area and consider the health of
the waterways to be crucial to the vitality of the natural ecosysterm and quality of life to
the residents within these areas.
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Sincerely,

Johni Christensen
refreshologv@amail.com
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From: minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: valeriekb@sbcglobal.net

Subject: Letter From Valerie Kack - Stay the Course - No to the Mine

Date: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 6:29:26 PM Dist 3

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

This letter is submitted by the CEA Foundation MineWatch Campaign on behalf of valerie kack at valeriekb@sbealobal net

Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Dear Nevada County Supervisors,
My name is Valerie Kack. I live at 10350 smith rd, Grass Valley, CA 95949,

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Rise Gold's attempt to reopen the Idaho-
Maryland Mine, including their recent Vested Rights claim. Their assertion that mining
has been ‘continuous’ since regulations changed in 1954 is laughable. This claim is little
more than a last-ditch effort to bypass the environmental review and public input
process that protects the citizens of this county.

Please stay the course and don't allow further delay tactics. | urge you to support the
recommendations of the Planning Commission and protect our county from this
destructive and irresponsible project.

| have lived in district 2 for 40 years with Wolf Creek on the back of my property. I've
been fighting this mine for years, and | threaten to move if they were excepted. | was so
happy when the supervisors voted against the reopening. This is insulting that these
people are so determined and unconscious and disconnected from the community we
have built solidarity about this concern. | have moved to Washington state, clean, bark
beetles, destruction of my forest, the endless days without electricity, because of snow,
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sometimes 3 feet deep and not traversable leaving me at the back of my property with
no way in or out. As a single person I can't do this anymore. The smoke and ash was
horrible, another reason to leave. But my loyalty continues to Wolf Creek and | would do
anything to keep it healthy. I do not want any mine tailings making their way into it or
anywhere in the water shed. | oppose reconsideration of these horrible Canadian greedy
people.

Sincerely,

Valerie Kack
valeriekb@sbcalobal net
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From: minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: hoodwink2@sbcglobal.net

Subject: Letter From Dave Hood - Stay the Course - No to the Mine

Date: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 6:29:33 PM DISt 3

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

This letter is submitted by the CEA Foundation MineWatch Campaign on behalf of Dave Hood at hoodwink?@sbcealobalnet

Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Dear Nevada County Supervisors,

My name is Dave Hood. | live at 840 Morgan Ranch Dr., Grass Valley, CA 95945,

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Rise Gold's attempt to reopen the Idaho-
Maryland Mine, including their recent Vested Rights claim. Their assertion that mining
has been ‘continuous’ since regulations changed in 1954 is laughable. This claim is little
more than a last-ditch effort to bypass the environmental review and public input
process that protects the citizens of this county.

Please stay the course and don't allow further delay tactics. | urge you to support the
recommendations of the Planning Commission and protect our county from this
destructive and irresponsible project.

Sincerely,

Dave Hood
hoodwink?2@sbcgalobal.net
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From: minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: pohimannfred10@gmail.com

Subject: Letter From Fred Pohimann - Stay the Course - No to the Mine

Date: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 6:29:40 PM D|St 3

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

This letter is submitted by the CEA Foundation MineWatch Campaign on behalf of Fred Pohlmann at pohlmannfred10@agmail.com

Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Dear Nevada County Supervisors,
My name is Fred Pohlmann. | live at 55 Rockwood Drive, Grass Valley, CA 95945

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Rise Gold's attempt to reopen the Idaho-
Maryland Mine, including their recent Vested Rights claim. Their assertion that mining
has been ‘continuous’ since regulations changed in 1954 is laughable. This claim is little
more than a last-ditch effort to bypass the environmental review and public input
process that protects the citizens of this county.

Please stay the course and don't allow further delay tactics. | urge you to support the
recommendations of the Planning Commission and protect our county from this
destructive and irresponsible project.

| am a District 3 resident. It is obvious from the over 5,000 signatures on a petition to
deny the reopening of the Idaho-Maryland mine, the noticeable yard signs opposing the
mine, the numerous environmental groups and businesses that have voiced their
opposition to the mine, and the large number of people who attended the recent
Planning Commission meeting concerning the EIR to amplify this chorus of disapproval
that the residents of this county overwhelmingly oppose the mine.
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Sincerely,

Fred Pohlmann
pohlmannfred10@gmail.com
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From: minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: denise.bellas@gmail.com

Subject: Letter From Denise Bellas - Stay the Course - No to the Mine

Date: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 6:29:44 PM DISt 3

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

This letter is submitted by the CEA Foundation MineWatch Campaign on behalf of Denise Bellas at denise bellas@gmail.com

Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Dear Nevada County Supervisors,

My name is Denise Bellas. | live at 13797 Allison Ranch Rd, Grass Valley, CA 95949.

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Rise Gold's attempt to reopen the Idaho-
Maryland Mine, including their recent Vested Rights claim. Their assertion that mining
has been ‘continuous’ since regulations changed in 1954 is laughable. This claim is little
more than a last-ditch effort to bypass the environmental review and public input
process that protects the citizens of this county.

Please stay the course and don't allow further delay tactics. | urge you to support the
recommendations of the Planning Commission and protect our county from this
destructive and irresponsible project.

When | bought my home in Grass Valley, mining and the destruction of mining was in
the past. | sincerely hope it remains so. | would never have invested in this community
should Grass Valley have been a town of current mining. | am encouraged with the
forward thing town council and a dedication people who volunteer based community,
working to for a strong sense of outreach and well being! Mining is not the in the right
direction for our town.
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Sincerely,

Denise Bellas
denise bellas@gmail.com
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From: minewatchnevadacounty@gmail.com

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: donnalevro@gmail.com

Subject: Letter From Donna Levreault - Stay the Course - No to the Mine

Date: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 6:29:49 PM D[St 3

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

This letter is submitted by the CEA Foundation MineWatch Campaign on behalf of Donna Levreault at donnalevro@amail.com

Nevada County Supervisors
Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Dear Nevada County Supervisors,

My name is Donna Levreault. | live at 10752 Alta St, Grass Valley, CA 95945,

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Rise Gold's attempt to reopen the Idaho-
Maryland Mine, including their recent Vested Rights claim. Their assertion that mining
has been ‘continuous’ since regulations changed in 1954 is laughable. This claim is little
more than a last-ditch effort to bypass the environmental review and public input
process that protects the citizens of this county.

Please stay the course and don't allow further delay tactics. | urge you to support the
recommendations of the Planning Commission and protect our county from this
destructive and irresponsible project.

| live on Alta Street and | oppose this latest ruse by Rise Gold to overrule the planning
committee's rejection of their petition to start mining. The vested rights claim is
unjustified. Mining stopped here in the 50s. Please oppose this latest ruse by this
unscrupulous company, whose owner is already facing criminal charges in Canada
because of his activities.
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Sincerely,

Donna Levreault
donnalevro@amail.com
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From: Walt

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: James Bair; Tim Ogburn; John Vaughan; Tony Powell; Marion Blair; Joan Staffen; Paul Berger

Subject: Rise Gold's petition for vesting rights to IMM and Rise Gold’s IMM Fault Line

Date: Monday, October 9, 2023 12:08:09 PM DiSt 3

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

Nevada County Supervisors and Planning Department

Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue
Nevada City, CA 95959

To: Nevada County Board of Supervisors and California Attorney General

bdofsupervisors@nevadacountyca.gov, Idaho. MMEIR (@nevadacountyca.gov
bdofsupervisors@nevadacountyca.gov
Idaho. MMEIR@nevadacountyca.gov

Re: Rise Gold’s petition for vesting rights to IMM and Rise Gold’s IMM Fault Line

At the last Idaho Maryland Mine (IMM) town hall meeting last month a hero emerged. Newly
anointed Planning Commissioner Terry McAteer showed amazing tenacity in delving into and
understanding the deep issues of the Rise Gold proposed project. Commissioner McAteer’s research
revealed that Rise Gold was attempting to disappear the fault line that runs through the property
shown on the IMM County legal property description. Yes, none of us knew that a big fault line even
ran through the middle of the IMM so any effort to make it disappear was not noticed. Furthermore
it’s a little surprising that nothing was done about this after the Planning Commission's decision 5 —
0 against the Rise Gold IMM. Rise Gold was incensed and launched attacks on the County and
Commissioner McAteer personally. | was left asking myself, Why is this fault line disappearance of
such import to Rise Gold, and why they would risk this kind of exposure?

The answer can be found and is well known in the mining business — dewatering and flooding a
mine can with high probability trigger severe earthquakes along fault lines. The issue of mine
operations triggering earthquakes should have been analyzed in an EIR but wasn’t, another reason
that nobody believed anything the EIR did cover. It is important that we understand this, that an
operational IMM would pose a grave danger and threat to the entire Nevada county community
health and safety, as the mine tunnels run all through the town of Grass Valley underground. There
are no “mitigating measures” against mine watering and dewatering-caused earthquakes. According
to the 200 studies referenced world wide in the paper cited below watering and dewatering a crack in
the earth Iubricates the fracture or fault to cause an earthquake of “seismic magnitudes of up to M=7
on the Richter scale”.

This brings clarity to the top and reveals the controlling issue, that man-induced earthquakes


mailto:walt@patentalchemy.com
mailto:bdofsupervisors@nevadacountyca.gov
mailto:Idaho.MMEIR@nevadacountyca.gov
mailto:Idaho.MMEIR@nevadacountyca.gov
mailto:aristotle2001@gmail.com
mailto:tim240z@gmail.com
mailto:jvaughan1946@gmail.com
mailto:tonypowellvw@gmail.com
mailto:mbhomechef@comcast.net
mailto:joan@joanrosestaffen.com
mailto:paulsberger@outlook.com
mailto:bdofsupervisors@nevadacountyca.gov
mailto:Idaho.MMEIR@nevadacountyca.gov
mailto:bdofsupervisors@nevadacountyca.gov
mailto:Idaho.MMEIR@co.nevada.ca.us

are not an economic or legal or political or business issue. There is no vested right to kill a
community. The danger and risk to public health and safety is primary, and the issue Rise
Gold fears exposed the most. From a reference on the subject cited below, “these earthquakes
can cause serious socio-economic losses with negative implications for the long-term
sustainable development of countries abundant in natural resources and of mining

regions”. Why is the County still dithering with the community collateral damage in the
balance were the mine to go forward? Mining for gold is a useless endeavor as gold is not a
rare earth mineral or some element that we cannot live without or even need. Again, this is not
a legal issue about a corporations rights. You could not permit a corporation, even a
responsible one, to build atomic bombs on the IMM with vesting or any other kind of rights,
too dangerous to the community.

Put another way, the misdirection’s from Rise Gold would have you believe its about providing a
“comparable water supply” or “not running out of water” or even flooding our "Wolf Creek with
clean water". The truth is it's not about money, it is about earthquake damage to the community and
infrastructure, people’s homes, and people’s lives if the mine goes live. Its about “serious socio-
economic losses with negative implications for the long-term sustainable development”. Its about
disrupting an entire community like a Fukushima.

The Planning Department vociferously pushed to “certify” the EIR they were peddling. Something is
very wrong there, when corporations come to town to exploit the rich county history and our
Planning Department which is supposed to protect us has gone south. Thank god and three cheers
for Commissioner Terry McAteer, without which we would still be in the dark as to the real issues
regarding IMM and any mine that happens to be on or near a fault line in the county. Routine
underground blasting, watering and dewatering a mine on a fault line is not conducive to a
community nearby, and its not even close. It’s a slam dunk in the vernacular, and you shouldn’t be
stressing over this issue. Don't wait til October, just say NO now and move on, you've wasted
enough taxpayer time and resource.

A brief technical description and citation of severe earthquakes from mine watering-dewatering is
provided below:

Mine Water Discharge and Flooding: A Cause of Severe Earthquakes
Abstract:

Severe earthquakes can be triggered by dewatering and flooding of mines, as these activities alter the
loading of the Earth’s crust and tectonic stresses in its interior. Worldwide, more than 200 studies
have noted sites where human-induced stresses could have reactivated preexisting faults, triggering
earthquakes with seismic moment magnitudes of up to M=7 on the Richter scale. This can only
occur where faults are already under high tectonic stresses that have built up over many years. Stable
continental regions are seismically less active than unstable regions (e.g. California, Japan, and
Turkey). Consequently, faults in stable continental regions can be more earthquake-trigger sensitive,
since accumulated stresses have not reached failure conditions. This paper provides an overview of
officially recognized mining-triggered earthquakes with magnitudes M=5.0. The article illuminates
that these earthquakes can cause serious socio-economic losses with negative implications for the
long-term sustainable development of countries abundant in natural resources and of mining regions,
in particular. Historic data suggest that regional geological conditions (e.g. structural geology and
tectonic in-situ stress states) are more important in forecasting the potential of earthquake triggering
than the scale of the mining activities. Overall, such forecasts should be made to estimate and
mitigate potential socio-economic earthquake risks associated with geoengineering operations of
extractive industries such as mining.
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Walt Froloff
Concerned citizen
Grass Valley CA
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From: Deanna Figueira

To: bdofsupervisors
Subject: Rise Gold
Date: Monday, October 9, 2023 3:58:48 AM Dist 1

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

Dear Supervisors,

Please vote no to vested rights to let Rise Gold conduct mining operations and also vote no to reopening the mine.
This would destroy our town and surrounding areas, as well as create pollution in our waterways, air and roads.
There is no benefit for our county or its people.

Please let me know what | as a citizen can do to stop this from happening.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
Deanna Figueira
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From: Randi Pratini

To: BOS Public Comment

Cc: bdofsupervisors

Subject: re: Rise Gold mine

Date: Sunday, October 8, 2023 10:40:18 AM Dist 1

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't recognize the sender,
consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If you have
more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

Please vote no to vested rights to let Rise Gold to conduct mining operations and also vote no to reopening the mine.
This would destroy our town and surrounding areas, as well as create pollution in our waterways, air and roads.
There is no benefit for our county or its people.

Please let me know what I as a citizen can do to stop this from happening.
Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,

Randi Pratini
District 1
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From: Ed Scofield

To: lie P: n-Hunter

Ca Kit Elliott

Subject: FW: Issue: Rise Gold, vested rights: .

Date: Friday, September 15, 2023 10:55:18 AM DlSt 1
————— Original Message-----

From: br@timelinedesigns.com <br@timelinedesigns.com>

Sent: Thursday, September 14, 2023 4:54 PM

To: Ed Scofield <Ed.Scofield@nevadacountyca.gov>

Subject: Issue: Rise Gold, vested rights:

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the
County InfoNet.

Bruce Rayner here again, Ed. I've studied this situation after all the articles in The Union. It appears that Rise is taking our county and the BOS down a rat hole, which can

only lead to more legal fees on our part.

To wit: Riverside County, CA is going through the same thing, some outfit comes out of the wood work, claiming vested mining rights and threatens with legal suits. Read
this article or pass it on:

https://linkprotect.cudasve.com/url?a=https%3a%2{%2fnbcpalmsprings.com%212023%2f03%2{27%2fmining-operation-seeks-boards-recognition-of-vested-rights-to-
expand%?2f&c=E,1,sUPnjRqA7nV3aolpEJEiNoDcdZwAGUWGtQxS2RtvIWEs3yl[EARmm4fCHA3esB2WO4Lq_jLILoxIQh8BfEtmvrRDcNmq1ZTheNIZI0dukWw,,&typo=1

‘What is interesting is there is a Federal act on the books, “California Surface Mining Control & Reclamation Act of 19757, which defines primary laws governing mining
operations locally and provides guidelines for determining vested rights.

As I understand, the Rise Gold action seeks to declare any local zoning laws null and void due to "vested rights".
Why hasn't this issue appeared in any of the press coverage? Or articles for or against Rise Gold?

If our legal team hasn't looked into this issue, it might make a good question for them. I suggested Elias Funez at The Union look into the matter; it appears it might be a
political hot potato. All the more reason why we haven't heard anything.

Sincerely,

Bruce Rayner
Nevada City.
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From: Walt

To: bdofsupervisors; Idaho MMEIR

Cc: James Bair; Tim Ogburn; Tony Powell; John Vaughan; Marion Blair; Joan Staffen; Idaho MMEIR;
johnathon.crook@dtsc.ca.gov; Jeffrey Thorsby; Nevadacitychamber Info

Subject: Rise Gold’s petition to the NC BoS for vesting rights to IMM

Date: Monday, September 11, 2023 4:05:15 PM Dist 3

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

Nevada County Supervisors and Planning Department

Eric Rood Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue
Nevada City, CA 95959

<!--[if !supportLineBreakNewLine]-->
<!--[endif]-->

To: Nevada County Board of Supervisors

bdofsupervisors@nevadacountyca.gov, Idaho. MMEIR (@nevadacountyca.gov
bdofsupervisors@nevadacountyca.gov
Idaho.MMEIR@nevadacountyca.gov

Re: Rise Gold’s petition for vesting rights to IMM

This is my second letter regarding the subject matter, and herein I address the actual Rise Petition for Reservation
of Vested Mining Rights to IMM.

A vested mining right is a constitutionally protected property right to continue operating in a certain location and
in a certain way without being required to conform to all current land use restrictions. This law was made to protect
real miners and those that wanted to continue a mining business without interruption. This law was never meant to
protect gold market speculators, investors, get rich schemers or scams.

The subject petition paints a litany of disjoint hodgepodge chain of owners all intending to find gold and becoming
rich but failing to actually have an operational mine business, ie there was no gold mining operations to continue. In
fact it was in the recent past declared loudly and publicly that there was no mine or mining operation by the owners.

The latest on the IMM operation was publicly proclaimed and published in our own The Union on June 12, 2014.
“Former Idaho-Maryland Mine For Sale”. The Union published “Coldwell Banker Grass Roots Realty has the
$2,750,000 land listing of 18 separate assessor’s parcels, which includes 2,750 acres of mineral rights and a
collection of core samples. But although the land’s owners are sitting on a former gold mine, they’re not selling the
property as one.”
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Nothing speaks louder about the owner’s intention and mine status as “We’re not selling a mine,” Emgold decided
the best way to get rid of the land was to sell the land without the liability that the mine’s mining past brought, toxic
tailing, toxic ponds and all around danger to the public in perpetuity with signs posted to vacationers and visitors
alike.

The IMM gold mine legacy was depressing it’s land price and the investors needed to sell the land minus anything
to recover anything that they could from their speculative investment into gold mining. This sale didn’t come

easy for the owners as “Emgold had been trying to revive the mine east of Grass Valley for more than seven years
to take advantage of an estimated 472,000 ounces of gold.” “Emgold announced it no longer would list the Idaho-
Maryland Mine as a current project for its investors”. ie. after failing to make the mine operational, Emgold
publicly proclaimed a cessation of all mining activities and complete a mine closing and abandonment. The vesting
rights were gone, intentions were gone, and investors just wanted to get their money out of the speculative gold
investment that was threatening to sink the whole investment.

“Considering contaminated mine tailings are part of the property, which the listing notes, Brock said it will likely be
a challenge to sell.” The environmental concerns regarding mine reopening were anticipated as being
insurmountable and for good reasons. “We’re very much aware of the sort of political history with Emgold having
attempted to permit the operation of the mine and failed,” Brock said. ““ There are substantial environmental issues
with the property itself. There are a number of environmental concerns that we anticipate the market will need
answers to.”

So as history of IMM would have it, the owners sold the IMM land and high-tailed it out of town before a state
agency could find the disaster that they were leaving and force them to clean up the toxic waste that they left for the
county to clean up. Nobody, least of all the IMM owners wanted anything to do with vested mining rights, so they
were desperate to bury the mine to sell the property and get out of Dodge before a hanging happened. Cessation of
mining operations and all mine related activities were done, hope and plans for gold mining were abandoned. This
allowed the owners to sell the land, and foreclose on any toxic waste liability which they also abandoned.

It is common for deeds in California to have mineral rights attached. Mineral rights on a deed do not constitute
mining rights or carry vesting mining operation rights. Land with a failed and abandoned mine is quite common in
Nevada County. An attempt to re-open any of these would require a permit from half a dozen agencies, and this is
well known by even a layman. Attempts to resurrect the dead here is made to prolong the inevitable for publicity
purposes, and should be seen for what it is, a stock pump-and-dump scam that is about to be shut down. Please be
merciful and stop this sham with prejudice so that this community can find some relief from this plague called Rise
Gold Corporation.

Walt Froloff
Concerned citizen

Grass Valley. CA



From: Walt

To: bdofsupervisors

Cc: James Bair; Tim Ogburn; Tony Powell; John Vaughan; johnathon.crook@dtsc.ca.gov; Joan Staffen; Marion Blair
Subject: Rise Gold Vesting Rights in IMM

Date: Thursday, September 7, 2023 9:58:51 AM Dist 3

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

To: Nevada County Board of Supervisors

bdofsupervisors@nevadacountyca.gov, Idaho. MMEIR @nevadacountyca.gov

bdofsupervisors@nevadacountyca.gov

Idaho.MMEIR@nevadacountyca.gov

Re: Rise Gold’s petition for vesting rights to IMM

The granting of Vested Rights to Rise Gold’s IMM is not a decision that could be made by
the Nevada County. IMM vesting rights do not exist for several reason not the least of which
is IMM would not be vesting from a gold mining business 80 years ago but to toxic waste
production and “engineering fill” production and sales, and maybe some gold mineralization
not yet established. Some additional reasons are:

<!--[if !supportLists]-->1) <!--[endif]-->A permit was never obtained by the previous owner
and hence no chain of vesting rights was created.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->2) <!--[endif]-->The NC BoS is not the body to decide this matter.
The law on vesting rights in mining business is governed by the Surface Mining and
Reclamation Act (SMARA). This act requires mining operators to obtain a permit from the
California Department of Conservation's Division of Mine Reclamation which was created in
1991. A permit grants the operator the right to mine and extract minerals from a specific area.
The vesting rights ensure that once a permit is obtained, the operator has the right to continue
mining operations as long as they comply with the conditions set forth in the OBTAINED and
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FILED permit and the SMARA regulations. These conditions include reclamation
requirements, financial assurances, and environmental protection measures, none of which of
which have been tendered. Moreover the California Department of Conservation's Division of
Mine Reclamation oversees the implementation of SMARA and ensures that mining
operations are conducted responsibly and in accordance with the law. In this case the “law”
would most likely be CEQA.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->3) <!--[endif]-->The NC BoS has not received approval to act on
vesting rights from the Department of Conservation nor have they received financial
assurances that all mitigation measures will arise from toxic waste and operations of the IMM
and will be followed. The local lead agency, Nevada County, must require and approve (after
review by the Department of Conservation) a reclamation plan and financial assurances. Lead
agencies may accept operation plans, reclamation plans and environmental studies that meet
BLM and USFS, provided they meet the requirements of SMARA.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->4) <!--[endif]-->Vesting rights to mine shall occur if there is a
business transition to another business, hence “reclamation” Rise Gold IMM is not a
Reclamation project by definition. The following are examples of successful reclamation
projects: * One mining company in Ventura County reclaimed its mining pit to a strawberry
field. « A gravel extraction area at Mississippi Bar in Sacramento County was returned to a
riparian (water) wildlife habitat. * An aggregate mine on agricultural land in Yolo County
operates in four phases. The intent is that not more than 95 acres is out of agricultural
production at any time during the project's life. « Other mined lands have been reclaimed to
grazing and production of crops such as alfalfa, corn, grapes and tomatoes.

<I--[if !supportLists]-->5) <!--[endif]-->There is no real transference of a gold mining
business from 80 years ago until today, and hence no vesting possible from this IMM project.
The proper core samples to measure for any gold has not been done to establish that there is
gold left in the abandoned mine. Speculation, theory and conjecture are not valid measures.
The new business is in fact a Rise Gold IMM business exploitative of an abandoned mine
solely for purposes of pumping up stock price on a national penny market where buyers are
uneducated on environmental laws and regulations and are easily manipulated by PR, media
headlines and media SoundBits. This is not a gold mining business, it’s a stock scam business.

I hope this helps,

Walt Froloff
Concerned citizen
Grass Valley. CA



From: gary cartzdafner

To: bdofsupervisors
Subject: ABSOLUTELY VOTE NO ON RISE GOLD
Date: Saturday, August 26, 2023 6:34:24 AM DI st 3
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Please vote no to vested rights to let Rise Gold and (convicted Ben Mossman and soon
to be sentenced) to conduct mining operations and also vote no to reopening the mine.
This would destroy our town and surrounding areas, as well as create pollution in our
waterways, air and roads. There is no benefit for our county or its people

GARY CARTZDAFNER
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From: Kathleen Madeira

To: bdofsupervisors
Subject: Fwd: Corrected: Rise Grass Valley to Petition for Recognition of Vested Rights .
Date: Friday, August 25, 2023 6:56:26 AM Dist 3
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Please vote no to vested rights to let Rise Gold to conduct mining operations and also vote no to
reopening the mine.

This would destroy our town and surrounding areas, as well as create pollution in our waterways, air
and roads. There is no benefit for our county or its people.

Please let me know what I as a citizen can do to stop this from happening.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Kathleen Madeira

Eﬂ

Rise Grass Valley to Petition for Recognition of Vested Rights
at Idaho Maryland Mine

Rise Grass Valley plans to petition for recognition of vested rights to conduct mining operations at
the Idaho Maryland Mine, according to a letter sent to Nevada County by its attorney Monday,
August 21, 2023.
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Rise Grass Valley, the applicant, plans to file a petition asserting vested rights by September 1,
2023.

“A vested right is a right to continue activity that existed before a zoning restriction became
effective,” said County Counsel Katharine Elliott. “A vested rights finding for Rise Grass Valley

would mean that the applicant has a legal right to mine on the Brunswick Industrial Site.”

The Board of Supervisors will hold a hearing on the petition in late October. This means the
Board’s previously scheduled October 2-3 hearing on Rise Grass Valley’s application for a

conditional use permit is canceled.

Instead of going first to the Planning Commission, the applicant has requested that its petition be

heard by the Board of Supervisors and has agreed to waive any procedural rights or irregularities.

The Board of Supervisors will make the final determination on whether the petition for vested
rights is valid by reviewing the facts of the historical use of the mine property and the law.

If the Board approves the petition, the next step would be consideration of a reclamation plan,
which would explain in detail how the applicant would operate the mine. In addition, Rise Grass
Valley would need to provide a statement of responsibility and financial assurances that the

applicant could cover potential damages.
If the Board denies the petition, the County will schedule a noticed public hearing to consider the
original proposal to reopen the Idaho Maryland Mine in early December.
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From: Sheldon, Kent

To: bdofsupervisors
Subject: Rise Grass Valley to Petition for Recognition of Vested Rights at Idaho Maryland Mine
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 3:46:43 PM Dist 1

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

| am writing to state my disapproval of granting this Petition from Rise. Approval of this project will
be a disaster for Nevada County, Grass Valley, and all residents anywhere near the Idaho Maryland
mine. Please vote against this Petition.

Kent Sheldon - VP of Project Delivery & Life Cycle Management
Energy Storage and Optimization

Wartsila Corporation

+1.530.802.1920 (cell)
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From: Nathan Collins

To: bdofsupervisors
Subject: No Mine .
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 3:17:46 PM DlSt 3

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't recognize the sender,
consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If you have
more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

Hello, thank you for reading this email. I am a resident of Grass Valley and I wanted to say I do NOT support the
proposed mine reopening by Rise. [ have heard they are going to try to petition for vested rights and I urge you to
reject that petition. We do not want to renew mining in the area, especially not with a company that has such a
spotty track record. Thank you.

Nathan Collins

Sent from my iPhone
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Lawyers
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Charles ]. Cooper 1523 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W, (202) 220-9660
ccooper@cooperkirk.com Washington, D.C. 20036 Fax (202) 220-9601

October 23, 2023

County of Nevada
Board of Supervisors
950 Maidu Avenue
Nevada City, CA 95959

Re:  Idaho-Maryland Mine Vested Right Petition

To the Board of Supervisors:

I write on behalf of Rise Grass Valley, Inc., the owner of the property comprising the
historic Idaho-Maryland Mine. Based on our independent review of the facts and the law, we have
concluded that Rise Grass Valley, Inc. has a vested right to operate the Idaho-Maryland Mine, and
we expect that right to be vindicated in court, should it be necessary to do so.

California law on these issues is clear. First, a land use “vests” when it is an existing use
of a property at the time a zoning ordinance is passed that would restrict or prohibit that use. In
California, “[t]he rights of users of property as those rights existed at the time of the adoption of a
zoning ordinance are well recognized and have always been protected.” Hansen Bros. Enter., Inc.
v. Bd. of Super., 12 Cal.4th 533, 552 (1996). Second, a vested right to mine extends to all of the
property as it was intended to be used at the time of vesting. /d. at 554 (“An entire tract is generally
regarded as within the exemption of an existing nonconforming use, although the entire tract is not
so used at the time of the passage or effective date of the zoning law.”) Third, the vested mining
right continues unless and until a property owner abandons it, which occurs only when two
conditions are met: (1) an owner has an intention to abandon; and (2) undertakes an overt act or
failure to act, which implies that the owner is abandoning the vested right. Id. at 569. “Mere
cessation of use does not of itself amount to abandonment.” /d.

The extensive historical record, which our firm has independently reviewed and assessed,
demonstrates that Rise Grass Valley, Inc. possesses a vested right to mine its property comprising
the Idaho-Maryland Mine. The right to mine vested in 1954, when the Idaho-Maryland Mine was
operating at the time Nevada County enacted a zoning ordinance that would have, for the first
time, required the mine operators to obtain a use permit. The vested right to mine extends to the
entirety of the property now owned by Rise Grass Valley, Inc., because that property was part of
the Idaho-Maryland Mine in 1954 and because the then-owners objectively manifested their intent
to use the entire property for mining and related activities. No property owner has abandoned the
right to mine the properties comprising the Idaho-Maryland Mine. All of the properties’ owners
have intended to mine the property, as evidenced by their mineral exploration activities, their
marketing of the property, their reservation of mineral rights, and their statements about the
relevant economic conditions for mining. California law is clear that abandonment requires both
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intent and an overt act (or failure to act), neither of which have occurred here. Mere cessation of
mining cannot constitute abandonment.

I am available at your convenience to discuss this matter. Thank you for your attention.

Respectfully,

s/ Charles J. Cooper
Charles J. Cooper

cc:

Brian Foss (Nevada County)

Kit Elliot (Nevada County)

Diane Kindermann (Abbott & Kindermann, INC.)



	Vested Rights
	Vested Rights Public Comment 2
	Vested Rights Public Comment 3
	Vested Rights Public Comment 4
	vested Rights Public Comment 5
	Vested Rights 6



