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County of Nevada 
State of California 

 
 

Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission 
Application for Registration of Historical Landmark 

 
 
Name of proposed landmark        Indian Springs School      
 
Location__APN#______________051-310-034   
 
____UTM 10S  0655960E X 4338305N   WGS 84 
 
Name of applicant                 Sue Hoek 
 
Address__17455 Indian Springs Road, Penn Valley, Ca 95946 
 
Home or work phone.             cell phone_  
 
Name and address of owner upon whose property proposed landmark  
 
is located, if owner is not applicant________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
I consent to this application and authorize the placing of a plaque or marker 
on site. 
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Brief history and description of proposed landmark  
(attach additional sheets as necessary) 
 
One of the earliest schools established in Penn Valley, Nevada County was 
Indian Springs School. Henry Lewis Hatch came to Indian Springs from 
Vermont in 1852 purchased a large amount of land from Mallory Lowery, 
establishing a 240-acre ranch. A few years later in 1856 Mr. Hatch built and 
ran the Indian Springs School (also known as Penn Valley High School), a 
private school. Mr. Hatch taught classes to his children and the other primary 
school children of the Indian Springs area. He also built a hotel with a portion 
used as a boarding house for children that came from distances. On January 
8, 1861, the school was reopened by Principle J.R. Cushing, once again as a 
private school, re-named the Penn Valley Seminary. The school was 
somewhat unique for the time in that its curriculum was to prepare young 
gentlemen for business and for college. Indian Springs School continued to 
operate as a private school until 1868. The Indian Springs School District was 
formed on March 4, 1868, with Henry Hatch selling the school building and 
property to the new Indian Springs School District, who then operated the 
school as a public school.  
 
The Indian Springs School continued to operate as a public elementary school 
until 1954. During the summer of 1954 the California Division of Architecture 
declared that Indian Springs School as well as the Rough & Ready School, 
“unsafe for occupancy and beyond practical repair.”  
 
At that time the Indian Springs School students were transferred to Grass 
Valley and Rough & Ready Schools for three years under contract with the 
newly created Ready Springs Union Elementary School District. By September 
of 1957 the displaced students were able to move into their newly completed 
Ready Springs Elementary School in Penn Valley. In December 1954 Lowell 
Robinson purchased the now vacant Indian Springs School in a public auction 
from the newly established Ready Springs Union School District. 
 
For the next several years the old Indian Springs School building continued to 
be used as a community meeting place for a variety of activities. By 1957 
Indian Springs School was renamed the Indian Springs Community Hall but 
generally the public continued to refer to it as the “Old Indian Springs School 
House.” 
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Historically significant aspects or properties of proposed landmark 
 
The Indian Springs School House has stood the test of time and remains today 
a testament to the one room schoolhouses of Nevada County through the 
many years of educating students and seeing three centuries of Nevada 
County History. The school was also a cherished part of the greater Penn 
Valley Community for many years as the meeting location for community and 
church activities. Aeectionately known as the “Old Indian Springs School.” 
 
 
How will the landmark be protected and maintained? 
 
Future potential grants for stabilization. Public awareness of the historic 
value to the community. Possible plaque placement 
 
 
Bibliography. Cite or attach available books, records, articles or other 
materials pertaining to the proposed landmark. 
Books and articles: 
 
Weeks, Clara A., “Early Schools of Nevada County,” NCHS Bulletin Vol. 10 No. 2, April 1956. 
 
“Penn Valley Seminary”, The Nevada Journal, February 8, 1861, page 4. 
Fellersen, Edward G., A Brief History and Location of Nevada County Schools, p. 4-5. 
 
“Bret Harte Taught Six Months at Indian Springs,” The Union, Friday January. 15, 1960, page 
5 
 
Thompson & West, 1880 History of Nevada County, Howell & North, Berkeley CA, 1970 
page 143 
  
“Views of Others”, The Union, Oct. 19, 1954, page 4 
 
“Ready Springs Registers 44 to Open New School,” The Union, Sep. 6, 1957, page 6 
  
“Lowell Robinson Buys School at Indian Springs”, The Union, Friday December 10, 1954, 
page 3. 
 
“P.V. Farm Center to Gather at 7, Potluck Tomorrow,” The Union, Oct. 3, 1957, page 6 
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Swett, John “History of Public School System of California”, A.L. Bancroft & Company 1876 
page 228-229. 
 
“History of Education is the History of Community”, the Union, Dec. 5, 2014, page 4 
“This is Our Story”, Jack, Linda, the Union, Feb. 12, 2021, page 2 
Charles Wollenberg, All Deliberate Speed: Segregation and Exclusion in California Schools, 
1855-1975. 
(Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1976), 25. 
 
Hurley, 66 Cal. 473, (1885) was a landmark court case in the California Supreme Court in 
which the Court found the exclusion of a Chinese American student from public school 
based on her ancestry unlawful.  
 
Bosworth, Dee Ann. "American Indian Boarding Schools: An Exploration of Global, Ethnic & 
Cultural Cleansing. 
Civil Action No. 4292. District Court, San Diego, Calif., Central Division, Feb. 18, 
1946. Federal Supplements, Vol 64, 1946, 544-51. 
 
Bowker, Kathie Marie (November 2007). The boarding school legacy: ten contemporary 
Lakota women tell their stories, Montana State University. 
 
 
 
 
Historical or civil records: (e.g., ownership, assessments etc.) 
 
 
 
 
 
Other: (e.g. photographs, prints or drawings. (Please list and attach separate) 
 
see attached 
 

 
     
 

http://www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing/planyourvisit/pdf/aibscurrguide.pdf
http://www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing/planyourvisit/pdf/aibscurrguide.pdf
https://scholarworks.montana.edu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/1/958/BowkerK1207.pdf?sequence=1
https://scholarworks.montana.edu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/1/958/BowkerK1207.pdf?sequence=1
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========================================================= 
 
This completed form and all related documents shall be sent to the: 
 
Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission 
Attention: Chairman  
P. O. Box 1014, Nevada City, Cal. 95959  
 
Attachments and related documents may be submitted in electronic format. 
 
An application must be considered solely on its historic or architectural 
merits and not for commercial gain, political benefits, or other non-historical 
reasons. 
An individual Commissioner can advise and counsel an applicant, but all 
applications must be considered by the full Commission, meeting in regular 
session. 
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Indian Springs School 1856-1954 
 

By Chuck Scimeca, Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commissioner 
 

One of the earliest schools established in Penn Valley, Nevada County was 
Indian Springs School. Henry Lewis Hatch came to Indian Springs from 
Vermont where he was a teacher and farmer. In May of 1852 purchased a large 
amount of land from Mallory Lowery, establishing a 240-acre ranch.1 A few 
years later in 1856 Mr. Hatch built the Penn Valley High School2 at Indian 
Springs with his own money, a private school.3  He also operated one of the 
first sawmills and Hatch’s Toll Road, a portion of what was known then as the 
Sacramento-Grass Valley and Marysville Road.  Today this is Spenceville Road 
which is now closed to public access. In addition, Mr. Hatch served as the 
Postmaster of Indian Springs and Justice of the Peace. 
 
Mr. Hatch taught classes to his children and the other primary school children 
of the Indian Springs area. He also built a hotel with a portion used as a 
boarding house for children that came from distances. Hatch’s school was 
first established as a private school as most all schools were in the early 
1850s. On January 8, 1861, the school was reopened by Principle J.R. 
Cushing, once again as a private school, re-named the Penn Valley Seminary. 
The school was somewhat unique for the time in that its curriculum was to 
prepare young gentlemen for business and for college and to “fit young men 
and women for teaching, and to qualify them for all the just claimr [sic] of 
Society.” 4    
 
Indian Springs School Remained Private Until 1868 
 
Indian Springs School continued to operate as a private school until 1868. The 
Indian Springs School District was formed on March 4, 18685 with Henry 
Hatch selling the school building and property to the new Indian Springs 
School District.6 According to the July 1, 1878, Report, Nevada County 

 
1 Comstock, David, Lives of Nevada County Pioneers, Comstock Press, Grass Valley, Ca April 2019 
2 Penn Valley High School, the Nevada Journal March 13, 1857, page 2 
3 Weeks, Clara A., “Early Schools of Nevada County,” NCHS Bulletin Vol. 10 No. 2, April 1956. 
4 “Penn Valley Seminary”, The Nevada Journal, February 8, 1861, page 4. 
5 Fellersen, Edward G., A Brief History and Location of Nevada County Schools, page 4-5. 
6 “Bret Harte Taught Six Months at Indian Springs,” The Union, Friday January. 15, 1960, page 5 
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Superintendent of Schools shows there where 36 boys, and twenty-five girls 
enrolled at Indian Springs school in that year. The Superintendent also 
reported that there were 61 “census children between 5 and 17 years of age, 
including Negro an Indian….” within the school district, but the report did not 
indicate if those children were enrolled in public school. 7 There were several 
students that excelled that attended Indian Springs Elementary School.  
One was Dr. Henry Merle Bland professor of literature and Poet Laureate of 
California who taught at San Jose State in the 1920’s8.  In later years there was 
Herbert J. Nile, Director of NID 1950-1953 and the current Supervisor from 
District 4, Sue Hoek to name just a few. 
 
Indian Springs School Becomes a Community Meeting Place 
 
The Indian Springs School continued to operate as a public elementary school 
until 1954. 
 
Durning the summer of 1954 the California Division of Architecture declared 
that Indian Springs School as well as the Rough & Ready School, “unsafe for 
occupancy and beyond practical repair.”9 At that time the Indian Springs 
School students were transferred to Grass Valley and Rough & Ready Schools 
for three years under contract with the newly created Ready Springs Union 
Elementary School District. By September of 1957 the displaced students 
were able to move into their newly completed Ready Springs Elementary 
School in Penn Valley.10  
 
In December 1954 Lowell Robinson purchased the now vacant Indian Springs 
School from the newly established Ready Springs Union School District for 
$1505.50.11 Lowell Robinson’s family settled in Indian Springs area during the 
1860s and acquired acreage and became successful ranchers and a 
significant part of the lumber industry to the present-day in Nevada County. 
Sue Hoek is the property owner of the Indian Springs School and the applicant 
for historic designation. Her uncle, recently deceased, was Lowell Robinson.  
 

 
7 Thompson & West, 1880 History of Nevada County, Howell & North, Berkeley CA, 1970 page 143 
8 “Late Poet Laureate of California Was Resident of County”, The Morning Union, May 2, 1931, page 1. 
9 “Views of Others”, The Union, Oct. 19, 1954, page 4 
10 “Ready Springs Registers 44 to Open New School,” The Union, Sep. 6, 1957, page 6 
11 “Lowell Robinson Buys School at Indian Springs”, The Union, Friday December 10, 1954, page 3. 
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For the next several years the old Indian Springs School building continued to 
be used as a community meeting place for a variety of activities. By 1957 
Indian Springs School was renamed the Indian Springs Community Hall but 
generally the public continued to refer to it as the “Old Indian Springs School 
House.”12 The activities now included: Voting Precinct, meeting place for the 
Penn Valley Community Church, Church of Christ, Penn Valley Seventh Day 
Adventist Church, the Penn Valley Church of Christ, the Penn Valley Farm 
Center, Penn Valley Home Department, to name a few. 
 
After 2005 it is believed that the old Indian Springs School House no longer 
remained open to the public. Currently the building still stands vacant and 
needs restoration. When the school stopped being used as a community 
center and church is not certain, further research is needed. 2005 is the best 
estimate of the property owner of when the school stopped being used for 
public meetings. 
 
Stood the Test of Time 
 
The Indian Springs School House has stood the test of time and remains today 
a testament to the one room schoolhouses of Nevada County through the 
many years of educating students and seeing three centuries of Nevada 
County History. 

 
 

 
12 “P.V. Farm Center to Gather at 7, Potluck Tomorrow,” The Union, Oct. 3, 1957, page 6 
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Indian Springs School Today, November 2024 
 
**Property Owner, Sue Hoak will fund the plaque and pedestal. The 
location yet to be determined. 
Indian Springs School 17455 Indian Springs Road 
 

Winter 2024, Large Locust Tree Fall Damage to School 
 

 
 
Per property owner, the tree will be removed, and it is planned that potential 
trees nearby will be evaluated by an arborist.  
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Henry Lee Hatch  
 

Teacher & Builder of Hatch Toll Road, Indian Springs Hotel 
and the Indian Springs School  

 
Sketch from Thompson & West, History of Nevada County, circa 1880’s, 
pictured is the Hatch Hotel and school lodging (two story building), residence 
and large barn that H.L. Hatch built in 1852 at the time he opened the toll 
road.13 The hotel and his residence no longer exist. The long barn on the left 
side of the road remains today.  
 
Indian Springs School is located just oe the right-hand side of the sketch 
along Indian Springs Road. The crossroads pictured are Indian Springs Road 
and Spenceville Road (Hatch Toll Road) pictured in the upper left-hand 
portion of the sketch alongside the hotel, residence and barn. Indian Springs 
Road is to the right. 

 
13 The home built by H.L. Hatch is also occupied by son M.P. Hatch and family as late as 1881(see attached 
article on M.P. Hatch.) Sketch from Thompson and West 1880, page 150. 
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Newspaper Articles (Comstock, David, “Lives of Nevada County Pioneers”, Comstock 
Press, Grass Valley, Ca April 2019) 
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Maps 
 

14 
This map, circa 1868, shows the crossroads of Indian Springs and the Hatch 
Toll Road (Spencerville Road today). Clearly marked on the map is H.L. Hatch 
and “Indian Springs P.O.”, for Post Oeice. H.L. Hatch was the Postmaster of 
Indian Springs in 1858.15 In addition, on the left-hand corner of the map it 
indicates a “Copper Mine.” Note, Martin Hatch, H.L. Hatch’s son, in 1863, it is 
reported, discovered a copper deposit near Indian Springs that was “rich and 
extensive.”16 
 
 

 
14 1868 Doolittle map, Doolittle, A. J., author; G.T. Brown & Co. Lith 
15 Comstock, David, “Lives of Nevada County Pioneers”, Comstock Press, Grass Valley, Ca April 2019 
16 Marysville Daily Appeal, April 1863, Vol. VII, Number 95,23  

https://archive.org/search.php?query=creator%3A%22Doolittle%2C+A.+J.%2C+author%22
https://archive.org/search.php?query=creator%3A%22G.T.+Brown+%26+Co.+Lith%22
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Road Map for Indian Springs School 
 

 
 
Indian Springs School is marked by the red icon on the left-hand side of Indian 
Springs Road. Note the Historic Indian Springs Cemetery is just up the road 
from the school on the opposite side of the road. Henry Lee Hatch (H.E.) is 
buried there just across from the school that he built. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Indian Springs School 
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Nevada County Parcel Map for Indian Springs School 
 
APN Number 051-310-034    
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Newspaper Articles Continued 
 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/848822323/

The Nevada Journal (Nevada City, California) · Fri, Mar 13, 1857 · Page 
2

Downloaded on Nov 19, 2024
 
 

 
 
Penn Valley High School-Hatch Clipped By:

nchlcfriends
Nov 19, 2024

 
 Copyright © 2024 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.
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https://www.newspapers.com/image/1096945208/

The Union (Grass Valley, California) · Fri, Jan 15, 1960 · Page 5
Downloaded on Nov 4, 2024

 
 

 
 
Hatch at Indian Springs School Clipped By:

nchlcfriends
Nov 4, 2024

 
 Copyright © 2024 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.
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The Nevada Journal, Feb. 8, 1861, page 4 
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Morning Union, October 7, 1892- Death of H.L. Hatch 
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https://www.newspapers.com/image/1100511424/

Daily Miner-Transcript (Nevada City, California) · Sat, Oct 29, 1881 · 
Page 3

Downloaded on Nov 21, 2024
 
 

 
 
M.P. Hatch sells ranch to T.F. Van Slyke 
1881

Clipped By:
nchlcfriends

Nov 21, 2024

 
 Copyright © 2024 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.
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M.P. Hatch Discovers Copper Lode Near Indian Springs 
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The Morning Union (Grass Valley, California) ·  2 May 1931, Sat ·  Page 1

Downloaded on Apr 20, 2022

INDIAN SPRINGS SCHOOL 1931
Clipped By:

seniorphotomoment

Wed, Apr 20, 2022

Copyright © 2022 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.
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Appendix  
 
“Separate but Equal”- Children of Color 
 
In general, the State of California prior to 1947, practiced a Separate System 
for Asians, Blacks, Hispanics and Native Americans especially in the larger 
urban areas. However, the early photographic record showed a few Blacks, 
Chinese and Hispanics in the class photographs in the late 19th and early 20th 
century in Grass Valley & Nevada City schools.17  
 
As the population of Nevada County rapidly increased after the gold strike of 
1848, the State of California passed the first public school act of 1851, which 
made provisions for education of “white” children between the ages of five 
and seventeen. The law specified that there would be “separate but equal” 
education for Asian children, Black children, and Native American children. 
The regulations were to apply equally to those of Black and Asian heritage. The 
law stated that any school district that violated these requirements would 
forfeit their rights to any state or county apportioned funds.18 The first public 
school in Nevada County for whites was established at Grass Valley in 1853.19 
The first public high school was established in Nevada City in 1862.20  
 
By the summer of 1854 Blacks opened their own private school in Grass Valley 
sponsored by the African Methodist Episcopal Church.21 Blacks continued to 
remain separated from public schools due to discrimination of the era for 
many years. Case in point, the State of California in the early 1860s, 
authorized school districts to provide separate schools for Black, Indian, and 
Asian children. But a segregated school would only be established if the 
parents of at least 10 racial minority students petitioned a district to build 
one. If the parents failed to do this, their children could be denied a public 
education altogether. 22  
 

 
17 See school photographs of Grass Valley and Nevada City Schools at end of the appendix. 
18 Swett, John “History of Public School System of California”, A.L. Bancroft & Company 1876 page 228-229. 
19 Weeks, Clara “Early Schools of Nevada County”, Nevada County Historical Society Bulletin April 1956. 
20 “History of Education is the History of Community”, the Union, Dec. 5, 2014, page 4 
21 “This is Our Story”, Jack, Linda, the Union, Feb. 12, 2021, page 2 
22 Charles Wollenberg, All Deliberate Speed: Segregation and Exclusion in California Schools, 1855-1975. 
(Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1976), 25. 
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In 1880 with the passage of federal constitutional amendments the State of 
California passed Section 1662, legislation that required that schools must be 
open for the admission of all children no matter of race. However, most school 
districts in the State decided to fund, “separate but equal schools,” for non-
white students. Chinese were specifically barred from attending white 
schools by California law until the late 1920’s23. Hispanic children began 
attending public schools in the late 1930’s. Native American children were 
subject to being forcibly removed and placed into Boarding Schools far from 
their homes under polices the Federal government established after the Civil 
War beginning in 1868.24 
 
It was not until 1947 that California Schools were fully integrated for all races 
with the passage of the Anderson Bill, signed into law by California Governor 
Earl Warren on June 14, 1947. This act repealed the last school segregation 
laws in California.25 California was the first in the Nation to do so. Seven years 
later, on May 14, 1954, Chief Justice Warren was able to bring all the Justices 
together to support a unanimous decision declaring unconstitutional the 
concept of “separate but equal” in public schools., there by integrating the 
remining schools in the United States and opening public education to all 
races equally.  
 
The exception being Native American children remained in Boarding Schools 
until 1934. A few children were first admitted to public schools with the 
passing of the Johnson-O’Malley Act of 1934. The intention being, to reduce 
the number of Native American children in the Boarding Schools26 Today most 
“Indian Boarding Schools” are closed and Native Americans on reservations 
operate their own schools, kindergarten through high school. 
 
 
 
 

 
23 Hurley, 66 Cal. 473, (1885) was a landmark court case in the California Supreme Court in which the Court 
found the exclusion of a Chinese American student from public school based on her ancestry unlawful.  
24 Bosworth, Dee Ann. "American Indian Boarding Schools: An Exploration of Global, Ethnic & Cultural 
Cleansing. 
25 Civil Action No. 4292. District Court, San Diego, Calif., Central Division, Feb. 18, 1946. Federal 
Supplements, Vol 64, 1946, 544-51. 
26 Bowker, Kathie Marie (November 2007). The boarding school legacy: ten contemporary Lakota women tell 
their stories, Montana State University. 

http://www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing/planyourvisit/pdf/aibscurrguide.pdf
http://www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing/planyourvisit/pdf/aibscurrguide.pdf
https://scholarworks.montana.edu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/1/958/BowkerK1207.pdf?sequence=1
https://scholarworks.montana.edu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/1/958/BowkerK1207.pdf?sequence=1
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Students at Nevada County Public Schools as of 2024  
 
The student body at the schools served by Nevada County Oeice of Education 
is 73.4% white, 0.2% Black, 0.6% Asian or Asian/Pacific Islander, 11.5% 
Hispanic/Latino, 1.2% American Indian or Alaska Native, and 0.2% Native  
Hawaiian or other Pacific Islanders. In addition, 11.2% of students are two or 
more races, and 1.8% have not specified their race or ethnicity.27 
 

 
Grass Valley Elementary School, circa 1920s. Two Chinese students in attendance. 

 

 
May 1891, unidentified Nevada County Elementary School, three blacks and one Hispanic 

in attendance.28 
 

27 Statistics provided by the government, 
28 Both photographs provided by the courtesy of the Nevada County Historical Society. 




