
Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission
P.0. Box 1014

Nevada City, California 959591info@nevadacountylandmarks.com
530-274-7118

  21 October 2022

Nevada County Board of Supervisors 
950 Maidu Avenue 
Nevada City, CA 95959 

Honorable Chair and Board Members: 

 At today's meeting of the Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission, the 
Commission voted unanimously to recommend to the Board that the attached 
application for landmark designation of the town of Washington's Chinese Community 
be approved. 

 The landmark will commemorate generally Washington's Chinese community, 
one of the largest Chinese communities in Nevada County during the second half of the 
19th century, and specifically the family of pioneer merchant and miner Suey Chung. 
The applicant is Professor Gordon Chang of Stanford University, who is a descendent of 
Suey Chung as well as a leading expert on the Chinese participation in the building of 
the Transcontinental Railroad. 

 It is anticipated that a plaque will be placed at the top of China Alley, which was 
one of the principal entryways to the Chinese quarter below. The current property owner 
has consented to having a plaque placed on the site. It is to be designated as Nevada 
County Historical Landmark NEV 22-04. 

mailto:info@nevadacountylandmarks.com


The applicant has provided a thorough and compelling level of research and 
documentation to accompany its application, which has been reviewed by the 
Commission for historical accuracy. The application and supporting documentation is 
enclosed. Commissioner Jerry Martini is to be credited for his dedicated effort in 
shepherding this application through. 

 If you approve the application, please forward the resolution and accompanying 
documents to the County Recorder. 

 If you have any further questions do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you in advance 
for your consideration of this request. 

Yours truly,

____________________
Bernard Zimmerman
          Chair

cc. Prof. Gordon Chang w/o enc.
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Brief history and description of proposed landmark 

 

         The landmark will commemorate the town of Washington's Chinese 
community, one of the largest Chinese communities in Nevada County during 
the second half of the 19th century. It was also the home for many years of the 
prominent family of town merchant and mine operator Suey Chung, (also known 
as Fong Chow) whose very accomplished children were the first Chinese 
Americans to enter many professional fields in California. The applicant is Mr. 
Chung's grandson. It is anticipated that a commemorative plaque will be placed 
on a boulder across the entrance to China Alley on Washington Road. The Alley 
led down to the Chinese quarter.                                                            
                                                                                                                                 
      

 

Historically significant aspects or properties of proposed landmark

 

         Chinese immigrants had a viable and essential presence in Nevada 
County's Washington Township from the earliest days of the Gold Rush. Chinese 
arrived here in the 1850s, at which time about 20% of the County!s population 
was Chinese. Chinese miners searched the South Yuba River for gold, both as 
independent miners and as hired labor.  As gold mining progressed into a multi-
layered industry, the Chinese provided a necessary and dependable labor force 
that allowed the industry to advance at a remarkable pace.

 

         Chinese workers contributed greatly to the creation of the intricate system 
of ditches and canals allowing the search for gold to evolve and flourish.  
Chinese wood choppers provided much needed timber and fuel. Chinese men 
and women worked as miners, cooks, housekeepers, gardeners, launderers, 
merchants, saloon keepers and even soap root diggers that supplied raw 
material for cosmetics and mattress stuffing. This despite enduring persistent 
prejudice, such as discriminatory taxes, violence, segregation, and even a 
prohibition against their testifying in court against whites. All this contributed to 
the passage of the first Chinese Exclusion Act in 1882.

 

         The Chinese Community that developed along the river in the town of 
Washington became a hub of support not only for the Chinese population of the 
area but also for Washington and the outlying communities. Vegetable farmers 
distributed their crops and merchants provided goods both up and down river 
and beyond. The town grew large enough to establish its own temple or joss 
house. China Alley, located between the current general store and 15400 
Washington Rd, was one of the principal entryways to the Chinese quarter 
below.




         The viability and importance of Washington's Chinese quarter grew to the 
point that at times the Chinese population of Washington Township exceeded its 
non-Chinese neighbors. The 1880 census lists 527 residents of Washington 
township, over a hundred of whom were Chinese. 
 

         Citizens of Washington's Chinese community became influential enough to 
merit ongoing coverage in the local newspapers.  An exemplary resident was 
Suey Chung (later better known as Fong Chow), a town merchant and 
supervisor of the Omega hydraulic mine located not far from town. His 
engagement and marriage to a lovely woman from Marysville, Lonnie Tom, and 
the birth of their children, were regularly reported in the Grass Valley Morning 
Union. The couple had eleven children (Theodore, Alice, Minnie, Taft, Helen, 
Hiram, Albert, Marian, Martha, Leslie, and Lorraine).  They named their first three 
sons after Theodore Roosevelt, William Howard Taft, and Hiram Johnson to 
honor their American citizenship.  All the children were !China Gold” to their 
parents and went on to have families and accomplished careers throughout the 
country. With the outbreak of World War II, son Albert joined the U.S. Army, rose 
to be a lieutenant, and died in action in Alaska. He was awarded posthumously 
the Silver Star, Purple Heart, and Congressional Gold Medal. 

 

         As hydraulic mining became restricted following the 1884 Sawyer decision, 
and the economy and population of Washington Township declined, the Chinese 
quarter dwindled and disappeared. The Chinese along with many other 
residents left. The Fong Family relocated to Vallejo.  The joss house was 
vandalized for lumber in 1929.  And yet the presence, the contribution, and the 
importance of the Chinese to the history of the town of Washington and Nevada 
County endures.

 

How will the landmark be protected and maintained?

 

         By the town of Washington under the direction of its Fire Department, with 
the assistance of the Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission.

 

Bibliography. Cite or attach available books, records, articles or other materials 
pertaining to the proposed landmark.

 

Books and articles:

 

China Gold, by Theresa A. Sparks, Academy Library Guild Fresno California 
1954



 

Historical Notes of Early Washington, Nevada County, California Mining District 
by Robert J. and Grace J, Slyter

 

The Chinese and Hydraulic Mining in the Far West, by Randall Rohe, 
mininghistoryassociation.org

 

A History of Two Chinatowns in Grass Valley and Nevada City, by Thomas Arthur 
Deeble, Searls Library, 1972

 

From Chinese to Chinese American: Chinese Women & Families in a Sierra 
Nevada Town, by David Beesley, Available at https://www.jstor.org/stable/
25158476?read-now=1

 

Washington Township Population, 1880 U. S. Census

 

Wikipedia article on Alice Fong Yu at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alice_Fong_Yu 
viewed 23 August 2022.

 

Attached newspaper articles from newspapers.com and The Morning Union

  

Historical or civil records: (e.g., ownership, assessments etc.)

 

 Other: (e.g. photographs, prints or drawings. Please list and attach separately)

 

There are photographs of Washington's Chinese quarter and Lonnie Tom in the 
Beesley article

 

Two photographs from the Fong family descendants.

         

 

 

                                   

 


____ ___________________________            
______________________

Applicant’s signature                                                          Date 9/27/22

 

 


https://www.jstor.org/stable/25158476?read-now=1
https://www.jstor.org/stable/25158476?read-now=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alice_Fong_Yu
http://newspapers.com/


=========================================================

 

This completed form and all related documents shall be sent to the:

 

Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission

Attention: Chairman 

P. O. Box 1014, Nevada City, Cal. 95959 

 

Attachments and related documents may be submitted in electronic format to 
info@nevadacountylandmarks.com

 

An application must be considered solely on its historic or architectural merits 
and not for commercial gain, political benefits, or other non historical reasons.

 

An individual Commissioner can advise and counsel an applicant, but all 
applications must be considered by the full Commission, meeting in regular 
session.


mailto:info@nevadacountylandmarks.com


Bernard Zimmerman
Historical Notes of Early Washington, Nevada County, California Mining District 
                             by Robert J. and Grace J. Slyter, pp. 80-85
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Chapter Seven

1880 : CHINESE EXCLUSION

Nevada City Ordinance: Jerry Brady, the son of an Irish miner in Nevada City, California, remembers that his

father described "Ah Tie" as "the rich Chinaman dressed in white."" Yee Ah Tye apparently went to Cal

ifornia's Nevada County in the 1870s to oversee Hop Sing investments.

There were more than one hundred Chinese in

the vicinity ofthe town ofWashington in the 1870s.

Mostly engaged in mining, they outnumbered the

White population. The Nevada City Daily National

Gazette reported that the Chinese seldom made

the news with any quarrels or unlawful acts.�

While living in La Porte, Yee Ah Tye presumably

oversaw the Hop Sing investments in Nevada

County. Nevada County assessment books for the

years 1876 and 1877 list Hop Sing with general

merchandise worth two hundred dollars.

In 1878, Charles Foran sold to "Hop Sing &

Company Chinaman " a mining claim known as

BrassWire Bar, opposite Washington. For the price

of $250 the claim included "a dam site and dam

about 600 feet ...with a ditch and flume conveying

water from said dam ...for the purpose of mining"3

In 1879, records show that Hop Sing and Company

paid a tax assessment for improvements on the

claim.

However, these investments were short-lived ,

perhaps due to anti-Chinese attitudes that were far

more severe than those in La Porte. In response to

the California Constitution of 1879, Nevada City

enacted an ordinance in 1880 that removed the

Chinese from its city limits. The presence of the

Chinese was said to be "dangerous to the well

being of the community and injurious to public

health, safety and public morals." All Chinese were

removed from Nevada City within sixty days ofthe

ordinance's passage. Any Chinese who failed to

comply was either fined $ 15 to $ 100 or impris

oned for no more than ten days; sometimes they

faced both penalties . Failure of a Chinese to move

within forty-eight hours after a conviction constitut

ed a new offense. Perhaps this ordinance prompted

Hop Sing and Company to sell the BrassWire Bar

mining claim to Ah Fat in 1881.

Anti-Chinese Leagues

An image of La Porte's Chinatown in 1880 can be

glimpsed in the 1880 United States census of Plumas

County and its listing of trades or professions:

six merchants

one clerk in store

one barber

one house ofprostitution

one prostitute

one laundry

one opium dens

The main merchandise store in La Porte China

town was Hop Sing and Company, headed by fifty

seven-year-old Ah Tye.Two other merchants, LiWo

(age forty-nine) and Sam Ting (age fifty-two), were

listed as partners with Shok (age forty-eight) as the

store clerk.

Hop Sing and Company built a boarding house

for twenty-five Chinese miners, with three addition

al outhouses.Three of the boarders were married,

and the others were single male miners.

By 1880, La Porte's Chinese miners had dwin

dled to twenty-seven. This number, however, failed

to account for the Chinese laborers who had gone

to work in nearby mining communities; they were

listed in other counties. For example , in St. Louis, a

mining community about four miles from La Porte,

150 Chinese were employed to finish a ditch from

St. Louis to Grass Flat.6

That same year, "Ah Tye and Company" paid

$11,500 for 2,300 feet of mining property at Rat

tlesnake in Sierra County. Included in the purchase

was a cabin, a blacksmith shop, a reservoir, sluice

boxes, and flumes.' This mine probably had another

sizable Chinese work force.The partners in Ah Tye's

firm were two La Porte merchants, Ah Wah and

53



 David Beesley

 FROM CHINESE TO
 CHINESE WOMEN & FAMILIES

 Ta Yow, Ah How, Lu Loi,
 Lonnie Tom, and Fannie Gin
 were Chinese women who
 lived in Nevada County,

 California before 1920. As with most

 Chinese women in America they do
 not have a history?if, by this, one
 means historians have not paid them
 much attention. Belonging to the
 first two generations of Chinese
 in California, they represent an im
 portant transition occurring in this
 overseas Asian community. These
 women, and a small number of other

 Chinese immigrants living in the
 Sierra Nevada, changed from being
 members of an insular, sojourner
 oriented group, into Chinese Ameri
 cans. If their lives can be considered

 as representative, by studying them
 we can broaden our understanding
 of Chinese immigration to America,
 and the families that developed from
 these immigrant origins.1
 The number of women of Chinese

 descent in the United States before
 1920 was small, representing less
 than 5% of the Chinese who lived
 in the United States between 1850
 and 1924. Until recently, not much
 has been written about these wom
 en, presumably because of a lack of
 primary source material. But this is
 not true. Information was available,
 but historians seemed to have lacked

 interest in pursuing such research.2
 In the 1960s, new attention to the

 \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\Wkki ^jp^^^h^^^^^^^^h

 ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H^^^^^^^lBfi^i^^^^j^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^HI^^^B

 ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^B^^^^^^^^^^^^^^B^L^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^B^^fl
 ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^B^^^^^^^^^^^^III^^^^^^^^^^^^^HPIffiHIP^^^^^^
 ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^I^BH^^^fi^^^BMBSBll^ BB^^^^^^^^^^^^MBBBBMMBBBI^^^^M^^^^B^^^^BB^Bi^^B^BIMHBBi^^B^k?i mm. . \
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 CHINESE AMERICAN
 IN A SIERRA NEVADA TOWN

 BBBBB^^^^^^^BBF*"*11'"""'--' -^^l^iHI^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^E^^^B^BBHBflflBIBiiii^^HBIH
 ^^^^^^^^^^^I^^BB^^^^^n'Y> 'f-^^^B^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^BB^B^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^I

 ^^^^^^^^^^^^^BBB^ffa?ii^^^^^Bi^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^BBB^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^B
 ^^^^^^^HHHBI^^^-^^^^'^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^fl^^^Bi^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^B

 ^^BF\^^^^H|'fl^^^H

 ^^^^^B^ttB^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^B ^ ^^^^^^^^H^^^^^BHB-''r'' - ^^^BBfem^^^^^l^^^^^^^^^^^l

 ^^^^^^^^iB^vBP^^^^^^Ari^^^^B^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^HtfHfl^Bl^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^B^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^B

 L%j^^^^^^^^^^^^^B^^^^^^^^B^^^^^^^^^^K.^^^^^^^^^^^^^B(BPP^"J^*B^^^^B^P^^nBB^K ^ ^^^^^^^^^^^B

 ^^B^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^BBl^^^^^^^^^^^^BBII^^^^BtBflBBBta^'V jflfiEZ^^"*^ m^mm\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

 IHBBHi^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^HB&^fli^^s t^ ^^p^^^^^^BB^^^^^BBBB^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^Bbi^^^^^^^^

 . :fe%^ ..-:. *. a^^^^^B^^^^^^^^^^^MBBBB^ii^^bI^^ki

 study of ethnic groups other than
 just Euro-Americans increased, and
 this interest, coupled with the effects
 of the women's movement in Amer

 ica, has produced a significant body
 of new writing concerning Chinese
 women. In addition, interest in stud
 ies of local history?spearheaded by
 European and American social his
 torians?has served to focus atten
 tion on the lives of women such as
 those mentioned above.3
 In Nevada County, California,

 manuscript census materials from
 1860, 1870, 1880, 1900, and 1910 pro
 vide data about Chinese women and
 families. In addition, letters, news
 papers, inquests, trial data, pub
 lished and unpublished secondary
 data, and oral interviews also illumi
 nate their lives.
 The censuses show that at least

 400 women of Chinese descent lived
 in Nevada County between 1850 and
 1920. Others went uncounted be
 cause census takers tended to under
 count when it came to those of Chi
 nese descent. Enumerated or not,
 these women either came to Nevada
 County from China, or were chil
 dren born in the United States to
 Chinese parents.4
 Those who emigrated were part

 Ah Gin, a successful Glenbrook farmer in
 Nevada County, with his family. Courtesy
 the author.
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 ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^I^^^^^^HHBBB^^^r v ' =??**slELs?^^fl^ IBk \

 ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^B^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^BBBBB^^^^^^^^-ii^^BBBBB^^^^^^^^^^B^BB^sil^^^,

 X^**00*0^ China Street in Grass Valley, date un
 known. Courtesy Nevada County His
 torical Society (hereinafter cited NCHS).

 of the 8,800 Chinese women esti
 mated to have come to the United
 States by 1880. These women of the
 pioneer generation of Chinese in
 America made up about 5% of the
 total Chinese population in the
 United States. Before 1880, many
 were likely to have been prostitutes.
 After 1880 they increasingly were the
 wives or children of resident Chi
 nese males. Nevada County women
 of Chinese descent fit this descrip
 tion generally, although some cen
 sus evidence for female heads of
 households exists.5

 Economic development of the
 Sierra Nevada provided employ
 ment for Chinese and non-Chinese

 David Beesley received his Ph.D. in
 History from the University of Utah in
 1968. He is a member of the History
 Department, Sierra College, located in
 Rocklin, California.

 alike between the 1850s and 1860s.
 The most important economic activ
 ities included mining, railroad, and
 timber related industries, commer
 cial enterprises, and urban service.

 Most counties in the Sierra Nevada
 suffered a significant loss of their
 Chinese residents with the decline
 of placer mining and the completion
 of the Central Pacific Railroad.
 Mining and railroad building had
 provided the largest number of jobs
 for the Chinese immigrant males.
 But Nevada County, along with
 Calaveras, Mariposa, Placer, Sierra,
 Trinity, and Tuolumne counties, saw
 many Chinese remain because of
 other economic opportunities.6

 In the case of Nevada County, em
 ployment possibilities in the lumber
 and hydraulic mining industries,
 vegetable gardening, and domestic
 or commercial service occupations
 provided an economic base for the

 development of relatively stable
 "China Towns" in Nevada City,
 Grass Valley, Truckee, Washington,
 and North San Juan. It was in, or
 close by, these urban centers that
 most women of Chinese descent in
 Nevada County lived. Their lives il
 lustrate, at least for the other stable
 Chinese communities of the Sierra
 Nevada, changes in the Chinese
 pioneer generation.7

 The census data from 1860,
 1870, 1880, 1900, and 1910
 list women of Chinese de
 scent in several different

 ways. These include an ambiguous
 designation called "at home," which
 from context, that is, several young

 women living together but not listed
 as wives or children, probably meant
 that they were prostitutes. In some
 instances children were given this
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 / **>*** * '-^' -' ******* c&ke Wi^^^^K I X" fel ^w CMH'^^^^^mmXXm

 / ^?**if^

 I ^?m&?& ^'Wi^iui ^^^^BBB^B ? *f

 ***?-^,2* ^^f*|f to^ lRf*% ^ *^MMr I Evidence of an organized boycott of Chinese '*6?-^?-^*_/^ 4&1*j? < f ^a^or *n Nevada City, one which failed in
 ^^^^^^^^^ |f# ^. # 4 / 2582. However, a like effort succeeded in

 '^^'^'^, f Truckee. Courtesy NCHS.

 same designation, but are clearly
 distinguishable from the likely pros
 titutes. Only the census for 1870
 listed prostitutes specifically.

 Another category was wife or keep
 ing house.8

 In 1880, the census listed ten
 women from Truckee as railroad
 workers. Because no other women
 are listed from that busy rail and
 lumber center for that year, and the

 women are listed on the same page
 as a number of male railroad work
 ers, it is reasonable to assume that
 the census taker was in error. The
 women probably belong in other
 categories.9

 Because most of the women in
 Nevada County before 1880 were
 likely to have been prostitutes, and
 because some of the first wives came

 from this occupation group, let us
 consider them first. The manuscript
 census tells us something about

 their ages. The oldest of these
 women was fifty, the youngest, four
 teen; their average age was twenty
 four. Some of the prostitutes had
 young children, listed as born in
 California. These abstract numbers
 do not tell us very much about the
 lives of these women, but recently
 published studies make it clear that
 their lives were frequently short and
 cruel.10 To give content to their ex
 periences, one has to move beyond
 the census to newspaper accounts,
 trial data, and inquests.

 These sources show that Chinese
 prostitutes in Nevada County faced
 several possibilities in their life
 times. These included kidnapping
 or legally supported abduction, vio
 lent confrontations with "clients,"

 murder, suicide, or abandonment in
 sickness. A sixth, and probably
 more pleasant prospect, was mar
 riage or some other escape from

 prostitution. The focus here will
 be on the first and last of these
 possibilities.11

 The threat of kidnapping or
 legally supported abduc
 tion of women was a com

 mon problem. Brothel op
 erators and pimps, aided by lawyers,
 used illegal and legal methods to
 seize or secure the return of unwill

 ing women, some of whom could
 have been legally married at the time
 they were abducted. For example, in
 1861, the Nevada (City) Journal re
 ported an attempted abduction of a
 Chinese woman. As it stated, a man
 named Ah Wau had been charged
 with theft by another man called Ah
 Cut. While Ah Wau was in jail, Ah
 Cut abducted a woman named Ah
 Soo who had been purchased earlier

 SEPTEMBER 1988 171

This content downloaded from 
             67.115.155.19 on Fri, 30 Sep 2022 01:10:41 UTC              

All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



 ^-m*^^S? !***> " ** B^.'tfiBBIBI^^^B^^BBBi^^^^BBBBW^BB^^^^^^^^^^^^B ^-*^SS^K& fy^mmmm <^ #^*w *Bi^^^BB^B^^^^^mki^^^^^^^^^M ^^^^Hfe^^^MMriPI *B*S> S^^B^^^^^B?t^^BmA

 ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^BV^PE^^^^^^^lHlll^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^lflfl^^^^^^^BlHiMi^^^BBpf^^^B^P^^^^^^^^'' * - *;2#':*"^* > \

 ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^BP^^* ^i^r'iiSBjt. .- ^B^BBS^^it!*, .ta^y* nfcs. ji \ ^^^^^^^^^^^^^BRF ^^^ fl^^^^HL.. Br- *''aC.!arBr 1'* *^* - ? -Hr**.** ** \
 ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^B^^^^BB^^HI^^^^^^^^^^^9^^^^^?, ?*k i^^^^^^^^Br Bfc ^ti&J9t ?kT..^^' ^BP^ v. ^: - .. ^?
 ^^^^^^^B^^BBB^^BBr^*' * *^^^^^Er*^^''teKui^B^?^^'i&^ir'?-^>' ' ^m**0000^^

 BBui^iBHBIKBir ^^^^H^ * j ^^^

 ^^^^^^^ T/ze celebration of Bomb Day, a popular
 Chinese event, in Grass Valley, date un
 known. Courtesy NCHS.

 by Ah Wau for $400.00. Ah Cut then
 sold the woman for $300.00. Under
 protest at his trial, Ah Wau con
 vinced the authorities that he was
 the victim of a plot.12

 The court sent for Ah Soo to tes
 tify. But Ah Cut arranged for another

 woman to impersonate her. This
 woman claimed that she had not
 been kidnapped, but instead had
 gone willingly with Ah Cut. Ah

 Wau, fortunately, exposed the im
 personator. After the real Ah Soo
 was brought to court, she testified
 that she had been kidnapped by Ah
 Cut. The judge then dismissed
 charges against Ah Wau and married
 him to Ah Soo at their request.13

 A similar case that year involved
 the arrest of three Chinese women
 in Nevada City on a charge of grand
 larceny by a Sacramento policeman.

 A newspaper account stated that it
 was "the usual complaint," implying

 that the ruse of charging a woman
 with a crime so as to have her held
 until brothel keepers could arrive
 with a lawyer, was commonly em
 ployed. After control was secured,
 the charges were dropped and the

 women were forced back into pros
 titution. The newspaper said, "They
 are probably abducted, as one of the
 women has been living as the wife
 of an industrious Chinaman some
 months, in this city." The paper
 commented on the loud wails and
 lamentations of the women as they

 were taken away.14
 In 1873, a similar use of the legal

 system to kidnap a Chinese woman
 led to violence. Ah Quee, of the

 mining town of North San Juan,
 tried to secure control of a Truckee

 woman named Sin Moy. Under Ah
 Quee's prompting, the town con
 stable and a four-man posse entered
 the Chinese section of Truckee to try

 to arrest her. The residents of this
 Chinese quarter formed together to
 prevent the outsider from accom
 plishing his purpose. A melee en
 sued in which about forty shots were
 fired. Ah Quee and several others

 were wounded, but Sin Moy was still
 taken into custody and returned to

 Ah Quee. A similar incident occurred
 in Truckee in 1874, and six Chinese

 were wounded in that struggle.
 Other battles over control of Chinese

 women were reported as common
 in Grass Valley and Nevada City.15

 In 1876, a Chinese woman named
 We Lane was kidnapped from North
 San Juan by two men named Ah
 Goon and J. L. Lockwood. They took
 the woman to Yuba County, but

 were compelled to bring her back.
 In the hearing that ensued in Nevada
 City, witnesses included Euro
 Americans and Chinese, men as well
 as women. A prominent political
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 figure and judge from North San
 Juan spoke in her behalf, suggesting
 that the woman was probably not a
 prostitute at the time, but instead
 married to a local man of Chinese
 descent.16
 A theme common to these ac

 counts was that Chinese women
 could be treated as property and
 coerced into prostitution. One of the
 women had been kidnapped and
 taken to Marysville. Others were
 falsely charged with theft, which
 could lead to abduction by men
 using the California legal system.
 Some of these women were probably
 married, but were still threatened by
 such practices. Kidnapping was
 common in areas outside of Nevada

 County, as a study of Chinese pros
 titutes in America shows.17

 This same study also claims that
 women who had been prostitutes
 usually were accepted without

 stigma after having left the occupa
 tion.18 This was probably true of the

 women mentioned above, especially
 Ah Soo and We Lane. In their cases,
 the incidents ended happily. Others,
 however, were not so fortunate.

 The use of marriage, coupled with
 arrest, to help secure control of Chi
 nese women was probably em
 ployed in Nevada and surrounding
 counties. This is shown by analysis
 of a series of telegrams found in
 neighboring Sierra County. A regu
 lar retrieval system appears to have
 extended from the state of Nevada
 into the California counties of Sierra,

 Nevada, Yuba, and Placer. Men of
 both Chinese and Euro-American
 descent from Downieville, Nevada
 City, and Marysville regularly cor
 responded by telegraph to speed
 up the process of securing control
 of women.19

 Three telegrams concerning one

 incident in particular illustrate this
 point. In 1874, a wire was sent from
 Marysville to Downieville between
 Fook Sing and Tie Yuen stating: "I
 saw the woman but have not ar
 rested her. Send marriage certifi
 cate." The return from Tie Yuen says:
 "Will send the certificate next stage."
 A month and a half later Tie Yuen
 sent a telegram from Downieville to
 Nevada City to Fook Sing and an E.
 Berry asking: "Is the woman in jail
 or not. If she is I will send money.
 Answer quick."20

 Marriage apparently pro
 vided an escape from
 prostitution for many
 Chinese women in Ne

 vada County. This marked the be
 ginning of the trend away from that
 occupation as the dominant pattern
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 for women of Chinese descent. In
 formation drawn from oral inter
 views from the Chinese community
 in Grass Valley, newspaper ac
 counts, and county marriage certifi
 cates seem to confirm this. The
 manuscript census data for 1860,
 1870, and 1880 list a small number
 of women who were either living
 with men, were wives, or were
 daughters of women of Chinese
 descent.21

 Twenty-seven marriage certifi
 cates involving Chinese men and
 women, primarily from Nevada
 City, Grass Valley, Truckee, and
 North San Juan, exist for the time
 from 1850 to the 1880s. The average
 age of the women listed on these
 certificates was twenty-two. For the
 males it was thirty-one. All were na
 tives of China. Some of these women

 may have been prostitutes, and a
 few of these marriages could have

 been for the purpose of securing
 their control. Several newspaper ac
 counts of marriages of Chinese
 couples, such as a woman named
 Ah How, and a hotel cook named
 Ah Sam, show that many of the mar
 riages were clearly legitimate.22

 Some of the more successful vege
 table farmers, store keepers, regu
 larly employed laborers, service

 workers, gamblers, or physicians
 purchased women or married those
 who had successfully escaped
 brothels or the control of criminal
 tongs. Some of these men may have
 been already married, but had left
 their first wives behind in China.
 Some, having acquired enough
 money, returned to China, but not
 before, reportedly, selling the wives
 they had married in California. If for
 some reason return to China became

 impossible, men, who were already
 married, stayed with their wives ac

 quired in America either as childless
 couples or raised a second family.
 There are also stories of men from
 Grass Valley, who could qualify to
 visit China and return to the United
 States under the restrictions of the

 1882 immigration law, who brought
 back women for other men whom
 they swore were their wives.23
 The earliest census data for

 Nevada County shows that wives or
 women keeping house were in
 cluded in the Chinese population,
 even if prostitutes predominated. By
 1900, prostitutes had disappeared,
 and wives and California-born
 daughters were the only women
 listed. The women listed in the cen
 sus years from 1860 to 1900, who
 were not prostitutes, were listed as
 living with gamblers, physicians,

 washmen, and merchants.24
 Nine women in the 1870 census,

 including one prostitute, had chil
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 dren. All of these children were Cali
 fornia born. Most of these had been

 given Chinese names, with the ex
 ception of one child of a married
 woman living with a Truckee gam
 bler. Their male child was called Col
 fax and had been born in California.
 It would seem that he had been
 named either for President U.S.
 Grant's vice president, Schuyler Col
 fax, or for a town named after him
 that lay on the railroad line connect
 ing with Truckee.25

 In 1880, forty-one women were
 clearly designated as wives, keeping
 house, or daughters in the census.
 Their average age, excluding
 daughters, was twenty-nine, mak
 ing them slightly older than those
 listed earlier as prostitutes. There
 were nine female children, all but
 one being California born. The
 women listed as wives or at home
 were associated with men whose oc

 cupations included merchant or
 grocer, laundryman, carpenter,
 farmer or gardener, miner, doctor,
 woodchopper, and banker. Obvi
 ously, not just merchants had wives
 or women living with them. Any oc
 cupation which provided a regular
 income made it possible to establish
 a relationship in the United States
 with a Chinese-born woman or
 marry a California-born daughter of
 another Chinese man.26

 The census of 1900 revealed
 a fundamental change in
 the Chinese community in

 Nevada County. Because
 of the exclusion acts passed since
 1882, the total number of Chinese

 was drastically reduced. The anti
 Chinese movement in the eastern
 end of the county at Truckee had

 driven all Chinese from that area.
 Similar actions in the western part
 had failed, however, and hydraulic
 and other mining continued to pro
 vide employment for miners, and in
 come for merchants and service

 workers. But still, the drop in num
 bers of those of Chinese descent was

 significant.27
 This reduction was not as readily

 apparent in the ranks of women of
 Chinese descent, however. They re
 mained at about 4% of the popula
 tion. The number of wives was four

 teen. Their average age was thirty
 six, making them much older than
 those who had preceded them. They

 were listed as having fifteen chil
 dren, all but one born in California.
 The women reflected the reduced
 economic opportunities of the area
 and times following exclusion, since
 their husbands were miners (prob
 ably employers of other Chinese),
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 merchants, physicians, or farmers.28
 This census shows that families

 had become the reality for the more
 fortunate of those of Chinese de
 scent in Nevada County. This same
 data, so ideally suited for quanti
 tative analysis, also lends itself to
 looking at individuals. In one case,
 it shows that a daughter of a sixty
 three-year-old physician kept house
 for her father and a 13-year-old
 brother. Both of these children were
 born in California. In another, it tells
 of a woman named Mary Yew, aged
 thirty-five, who was married to a
 farmer. They had nine children, four
 girls and five boys, ranging from age
 nineteen to age one. Two boys of
 nine and thirteen were said to be at
 school. All of the children had first
 names that were Euro-American and
 not Chinese.29

 In the 1910 census the average age
 of women had increased to forty

 one. There were more children listed

 in that year, and all had been born
 in California. These ranged from the
 age of twenty-five down to one. Of
 the fifteen wives listed, eight did not
 have children. Three of these were
 beyond child-bearing age, however.
 Mary Yew was still listed, but now
 as head of household. She raised
 vegetables with her children on a
 farm south of Grass Valley. The occu
 pation category of the husbands of
 the other women were merchant,
 miner, teamster, farmer, laundry
 man, and cook.29

 From 1910 to 1920, census data,
 oral interviews, newspapers, and
 published secondary sources avail
 able on the Chinese of Nevada
 County, illustrate the changing na
 ture of this small Chinese commu
 nity. Four areas?Nevada City,
 Grass Valley, Washington, and You
 Bet?provided an economic base for

 its survival. Instead of a community
 consisting primarily of bachelor
 males and a few prostitutes, as it had
 been from 1850 to 1880, family life
 was a fact in fifteen cases.31

 Seven of the families had children,
 some of whom were attending or
 would soon attend public schools.
 A few of these were taking some
 kind of Chinese language instruc
 tion privately in the larger communi
 ties. While many of the males head
 ing households had been born in
 China, most of the women with chil
 dren had been born in California. In
 one case, a teamster and his wife,
 both born in California, had three
 sons who were also California born.
 This made for two generations
 whose direct contact with Chinese
 culture was limited.32
 Four accounts of Chinese families

 illustrate the transition that occurred
 between 1880 and 1920 as descen
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 dants of the Chinese-born moved
 towards becoming American citi
 zens. The process was uneven, old
 ways conflicting with new, as in all
 immigrant communities. In 1883, Hi
 Loy of North San Juan and his wife
 were charged with cruelty by a
 Nevada County court. They had
 tried to bind the feet of their daugh
 ter so as to make her more desirable

 for marriage. As a report in the Grass
 Valley Daily Union said: "It is stated
 that Miss Hi Loy is soon to be wed
 ded to a Marysville Chinaman and
 the latter has agreed to pay the fond
 parents $600 as a sort of salve to heal
 the wound inflicted on their feelings
 by giving up their daughter. They
 were squeezing her feet down to a
 small size so she would make a tony
 appearance on her wedding day."
 The father was let off from the
 charge, but the mother was fined for
 her part in the binding.33

 In another case, a hydraulic miner
 and a merchant named Suey Chung
 or Fong Lee arranged for marriage
 in a traditional manner using indivi
 duals acting as go-betweens with a
 family from Marysville. He brought
 his wife Lonnie Tom back to live with

 him in the town of Washington.
 Over the next few years they had
 several children together, who were
 all educated in the local public
 school. Suey Chung not only tried
 to fit into the community, giving his
 children American names, but also
 tried to preserve elements of their
 Chinese heritage. Despairing of his
 ability to properly raise his oldest
 son in the Chinese language, he ar
 ranged to send the boy to China. In
 a tragic incident there, the boy lost
 his life.34

 In another case, Kan Tin Loy who
 had been a miner, farmer, and
 grocer, raised a family in Grass Val

 ley. Tin Loy acted at times as an in
 terpreter for the Nevada County
 Court. As with Suey Chung he tried
 to maintain a tie to Chinese culture,

 while at the same time trying to fit
 in with the American society around
 him. His daughter, on the other
 hand, seems to have had other
 plans. In a report concerning the
 girl, the Nevada City Daily Transcript
 stated:

 Miss Lily Tin Loy, a native American
 young lady (born of Chinese parents) and
 a member of the Grass Valley school, has
 gone to San Francisco and purchased a
 fine horse and buggy with which she in
 tends to amuse herself and her numerous
 Caucasian playmates. She and her
 mother propose to drive the rig all the
 way home. Some time since while on a
 visit to China, Lily showed her American
 spunk by bucking against Chinese cus
 toms (foot pressing included.) [sic] Her
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 father is an ordinary Chinaman who has
 saved up some money here.35

 The Tin Loy family by the second
 generation had clearly committed it
 self to assimilation. In 1913, for exam
 ple, John, the son of Kan Tin Loy,
 announced that from that time for
 ward, those of Chinese descent in
 Grass Valley would celebrate the
 New Year on January first along with
 the surrounding Euro-American
 community.36
 Concern over citizenship by an

 other family was demonstrated by a
 Chinese American couple from Nev
 ada City. They hired a lawyer from
 there to help them establish the
 United States citizenship of their thir
 teen-year-old son Lee Gum Sing. The
 father, Lee Chung Tai, and his wife,
 Chun See, provided a birth certifi
 cate and a sworn deposition to prove
 his birth in Nevada City in 1907. The

 legal deposition included a photo
 graph of a thirteen-year-old boy
 dressed in western style clothing.37

 Unlike many other com
 munities in California,
 Nevada City, Grass Val
 ley, Washington, and

 North San Juan gave opportunities
 for the children of families of Chi
 nese descent to attend public school
 alongside those descended from
 Euro-Americans. In newspaper ac
 counts in which mention of them
 appears, three children of Chinese
 descent were listed by the school
 marshall as attending school in
 Nevada City in 1865, five in 1870
 were listed in Nevada City, and five
 in Grass Valley in 1871. There are
 also oral accounts of children of a
 Chinese-born grocer attending pub
 lic school in North San Juan before

 1920. Suey Chung's children, as pre
 viously mentioned, attended public
 school in Washington.
 While anti-Chinese statements are

 remembered by some students of
 Chinese descent or mentioned in
 published sources, many positive
 accounts also exist. The open nature
 of the high school at Grass Valley
 even drew back former residents of

 the Chinese community such as
 Ping and On Lee, whose parents had
 moved to Locke.39

 Between 1910 and the 1930s, the
 Chinese-American community in
 Nevada County shared in the re
 duced economic conditions which
 resulted from the declining fortunes
 of the major mining towns. Rigid en
 forcement of laws to control hy
 draulic mining, utilization of labor
 saving machinery which brought a
 reduction in the need for mining and
 other labor, and a depressed mining
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 economy in general had negative ef
 fects on all inhabitants of this area.40
 A few Chinese-American families

 and a small number of aged bache
 lors continued to live in Nevada City,
 in or near Grass Valley, or in Wash
 ington. In the town of Washington
 the former hydraulic miner and mer
 chant Suey Chung or Fong Lee left
 for Vallejo when hydraulic mining
 became impossible. Some families,
 such as the Kans, left the region for
 the Bay Area to improve their eco
 nomic fortunes. In Grass Valley the
 residents of "China Street," which
 included a small number of families
 as well as bachelors, were forced to
 move when their neighborhood was
 razed to make room for a parking
 lot and Greyhound Bus station. Most
 of these families bought houses and
 continued to live in the area for sev

 eral years. Some members of these
 families eventually moved to San

 Francisco or Sacramento, but others
 remained in the area.41

 Nevada County is one of
 several California count
 ies included in the Sierra

 Nevada which has seen
 a long term pattern for residence for
 those of Chinese descent. They were
 first drawn to the area by placer gold
 mining. The continued economic
 opportunity which came with rail
 road construction, the timber indus
 try, and hydraulic, and quartz min
 ing gave an opportunity for many
 Chinese to remain there. In the time
 from 1850 to 1920, the nature of this
 immigrant community changed. At
 first, it was sojourner-oriented, pre
 dominantly male, with most of the
 few women engaged in prostitution
 to serve this bachelor society. By the
 1920s and 1930s, although some sin

 gle men remained, stranded because
 of the exclusion laws and poverty, a
 small native-born community of fam
 ilies of Chinese descent had grown.

 This makes the Nevada County,
 California experience important, be
 cause it sheds light on the pioneer
 Chinese-American community in
 America. These people of Chinese
 descent built families against tre
 mendous odds. They survived in an
 ephemeral mining economy, adapt
 ing to changes in sources and tech
 niques. They carved out economic
 niches, such as farming, and pro
 vided needed services. They were
 hurt by organized anti-Chinese ac
 tions mounted at the local, state, and
 national level, but a few managed to
 hold on and eventually achieve com
 munity acceptance. Theirs is an im
 portant part of the story of American
 immigrant origins. ?hs|

 See notes beginning on page 206.
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IN HONOR OF LITTLE

SUEY CHUNG

Feasting and Toasting in Abun

dance in Nevada City's

Chinatown Yesterday-The

Father Was Present.

SUEY CHUNG WASHINGTON 1903

S

UEY CHUNG, the well known

merchant of Washington , yes

terday entertained his many

Nevada City friends among the Chi

nese colony. There were eighty in all

and during the entire afternoon and

late into the evening they were toast

ed , feasted and wined , and a most

pleasing time was had. In fact, it is

a long time since the Chinese residents

of Nevada City have had a more en

joyable gathering.

The affair was given in honor of the

fact that Suey Chung has recently be

come a father- the sire of a healthy

baby boy. Since the happy event his
many friends, not only throughout Ne
vada county , have been celebrating and
he desired to join in the celebration.
Today Suey Chung will leave for

Sacramento . After remaining there a
few days he will continue to San
Francisco, where the feasting will

continue.

Since the young Suey Chung's ad
vent into the world he has been the

recipient of gifts from all sections of
the United States , as well as China.
The little fellow has been literally
loaded down with gifts of almost

priceless value. Bracelets of gold and

costly gems for the most part consti

tute the array of presents . To yester
days' feasting more gifts were sent and
the little fellow starts out in the world

with the best wishes of many friends.
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your

APPLICATION FOR LIQUOR

LICENSE.

Pursuant to the requirements of

Ordinance No. 84, of the County of

Nevada . State of California . notice is

ereby given that Hung Shung intends

to make application to the board of su

rv sors of said Nevada county . Cali

fornia , at the regular meeting of said

board of supervisors . which convenes

Tuesday, the 2d day of Januarv. A. D.

1906. for a license to open. conduct and

carry on a business or selling liquors

in quantities of not less than one

quart at Washington . California. in

said county . The location of the place

of said intended business is particu

larly described as follows. to -wit : On

Chinatown street. Washington, Cali

fornia.

The Morning Union (Grass Valley, California) 29 Dec 1905 , Fri Page 5

Printed on Jul 6 , 2022

Dated at Washington. this 27th day

of December . A. D. 1905.

HUNG

HUNG CHUNG 1905 WASHINGTON

>yright � 2022 Newspapers.com . All Rights Reserved.

.

CHUNG.

Petitioner.
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SUEY CHUNG WASHINGTON 1906 - Newspapers.com

Wholesale Liquor Licenses. O

Edward Kriegel , Lost Hill , Nevada M

Township . D

A. Olsen , Washington , Washington

Township.

McKillican & Mobley , North Bloom - b

field , Bloomfield Township .

Hung Chung,Chung, Washington , Wash - w

ington Township .

The Morning Union (Grass Valley, California) 10 Jan 1906 , Wed. Page 3

Printed on Jul 6 , 2022

Suey Chung , Lurg, Kee Co. , Wash

ington , Washington Township.

W. L. Moon & Sons Co. , North San

Juan , Bridgeport Township.

>yright � 2022 Newspapers.com . All Rights Reserved .

SUEY CHUNG WASHINGTON 1906

�

The report of the grand jury was

read and in accordance with its recom

mendation the board ordered the build

ing committee to have the official

maps of Grass Valley and Nevada City

on file in the office of the county re-
C

corder, and the man known the 12

"Hartwell , Map " in the county treas

urer's office properly framed .

a

The county hospital was visited by

the board and everything connected

therewith was found in excellent con

dition .

f
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S

a

P
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F

a

t
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Bernard Zimmerman
Lonnie Tom and Fong Chow circa 1940



Bernard Zimmerman
Several Fong children in front of Washington School circa 1917




