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APPENDIX C: Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board – Clean 
Water Act Section 401 Technically Conditioned Water Quality Certification



13 March 2019

Jessica Hankins CERTIFIED MAIL
Nevada County
950 Maidu Avenue, Suite 170

91 7199 9991 7039 7061 8564

Nevada City, CA 95959

CLEAN WATER ACT SECTION 401 TECHNICALLY CONDITIONED WATER QUALITY 
CERTIFICATION; NEVADA COUNTY, SODA SPRINGS ROAD OVER SOUTH YUBA RIVER 
BRIDGE REPLACEMENT PROJECT (WDID#5A29CR00119), NEVADA COUNTY

This Order responds to the 14 September 2018 application submitted by Nevada County
(Applicant) for the Water Quality Certification of the Soda Springs Road Over South Yuba River 
Bridge Replacement Project (Project), permanently impacting 0.002 acre /60 linear feet and
temporarily impacting 0.05 acre /125 linear feet of waters of the United States. 

This Order serves as certification of the United States Army Corps of Engineers’ Nationwide 
Permit #14 (SPK-2018-00814) under Section 401 of the Clean Water Act, and a Waste 
Discharge Requirement under the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act and State Water 
Board Order 2003-0017-DWQ.

WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION STANDARD CONDITIONS:

1. This Water Quality Certification (Certification) is not valid until coverage under
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act is obtained. If the Project, including the area of
impact (as described) is modified through this process, this Certification will not be
valid until amended by the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
(Central Valley Water Board).

2. This Order serves as a Water Quality Certification (Certification) action that is subject to
modification or revocation upon administrative or judicial review, including review and
amendment pursuant to Section 13330 of the California Water Code and Section 3867 of
the California Code of Regulations.

3. This Certification action is not intended and shall not be construed to apply to any discharge
from any activity involving a hydroelectric facility requiring a Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC) license or an amendment to a FERC license unless the pertinent
Certification application was filed pursuant to Section 3855(b) of the California Code of
Regulations, and the application specifically identified that a FERC license or amendment to
a FERC license for a hydroelectric facility was being sought.
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4. The validity of any non-denial Certification action shall be conditioned upon total payment of
the full fee required under Section 3860(c) of the California Code of Regulations.

5. This Certification is no longer valid if the Project (as described) is modified, or coverage
under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act has expired.

6. All reports, notices, or other documents required by this Certification or requested by the
Central Valley Water Board shall be signed by a person described below or by a duly
authorized representative of that person.

(a) For a corporation: by a responsible corporate officer such as: 1) a president,
secretary, treasurer, or vice president of the corporation in charge of a principal
business function; 2) any other person who performs similar policy or decision-
making functions for the corporation; or 3) the manager of one or more
manufacturing, production, or operating facilities if authority to sign documents has
been assigned or delegated to the manager in accordance with corporate
procedures.

(b) For a partnership or sole proprietorship: by a general partner or the proprietor.

(c) For a municipality, state, federal, or other public agency: by either a principal
executive officer or ranking elected official.

7. Any person signing a document under Standard Condition number 6 shall make the
following certification:

“I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared 
under my direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that 
qualified personnel properly gathered and evaluated the information submitted. Based 
on my inquiry of the person or persons who manage the system, or those persons 
directly responsible for gathering the information, the information submitted is, to the 
best of my knowledge and belief, true, accurate, and complete. I am aware there are 
significant penalties for submitting false information, including the possibility of fine and 
imprisonment for knowing violations.”

TECHNICAL CERTIFICATION CONDITIONS:

In addition to the above standard conditions, the Applicant shall satisfy the following:

1. The Applicant shall notify the Central Valley Water Board in writing seven (7) days in
advance of the start of any work within waters of the United States.

2. Except for activities permitted by the United States Army Corps of Engineers under Section
404 of the Clean Water Act, soil, silt, or other organic materials shall not be placed where
such materials could pass into surface water or surface water drainage courses.

3. The Applicant shall maintain a copy of this Certification and supporting documentation
(Project Information Sheet) at the Project site during construction for review by site
personnel and agencies.  All personnel (employees, contractors, and subcontractors)
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performing work on the proposed Project shall be adequately informed and trained 
regarding the conditions of this Certification.

4. The Applicant shall perform surface water sampling:

a) when performing any in-water work;

b) in the event that Project activities result in any materials reaching surface waters; or

c) when any activities result in the creation of a visible plume in surface waters.

The sampling requirements in Table 1 shall be conducted upstream out of the influence of 
the Project, and 300 feet downstream of the work area.  The sampling frequency may be 
modified for certain projects with written approval from Central Valley Water Board staff.  

Table 1:

Parameter Unit Type of 
Sample

Minimum Sampling 
Frequency 

Required 
Analytical Test 

Method

Turbidity NTU Grab(1) Every 4 hours during 
in-water work

(2, 4) 

Visible construction 
related pollutants (3) Observations Visual 

Inspections

Continuous 
throughout the 

construction period
__

pH5 Standard 
Units Grab(1) Every 4 hours during 

in-water work
(2, 4)

(1) Grab samples shall not be collected at the same time each day to get a complete representation of variations in the
receiving water.

(2) Pollutants shall be analyzed using the analytical methods described in 40 Code of Federal Regulations Part 136; where no
methods are specified for a given pollutant, the method shall be approved by Central Valley Water Board staff.

(3) Visible construction-related pollutants include oil, grease, foam, fuel, petroleum products, and construction-related,
excavated, organic or earthen materials.

(4) A hand-held field meter may be used, provided the meter utilizes a USEPA-approved algorithm/method and is calibrated
and maintained in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions.  A calibration and maintenance log for each meter used
for monitoring shall be maintained onsite.

(5) Sampling to be conducted if wet concrete comes into contact with surface water.

Surface water sampling shall occur at mid-depth.  A surface water monitoring report shall be 
submitted within two weeks of initiation of in-water construction, and every two weeks 
thereafter.  In reporting the sampling data, the Applicant shall arrange the data in tabular 
form so that the sampling locations, date, constituents, and concentrations are readily 
discernible.  The data shall be summarized in such a manner to illustrate clearly whether the 
Project complies with Certification requirements.  The report shall include surface water 
sampling results, visual observations, and identification of the turbidity increase in the 
receiving water applicable to the natural turbidity conditions specified in the turbidity criteria 
below.
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If no sampling is required, the Applicant shall submit a written statement stating, “No 
sampling was required” within two weeks of initiation of in-water construction, and every two 
weeks thereafter. 

5. The Central Valley Water Board adopted a Water Quality Control Plan for the Sacramento
River and San Joaquin River Basins, Fifth Edition, revised May 2018 (Basin Plan) that
designates beneficial uses, establishes water quality objectives, and contains
implementation programs and policies to achieve those objectives for all waters addressed
through the plan. Turbidity and pH limits are based on water quality objectives contained in
the Basin Plan and are part of this Certification as follows:

a) Waters shall not contain oils, greases, waxes, or other materials in concentrations that
cause nuisance, result in a visible film or coating on the surface of the water or on
objects in the water, or otherwise adversely affect beneficial uses.

b) Activities shall not cause turbidity increases in surface water to exceed:

i. where natural turbidity is less than 1 Nephelometric Turbidity Units (NTUs),
controllable factors shall not cause downstream turbidity to exceed 2 NTUs;

ii. where natural turbidity is between 1 and 5 NTUs, increases shall not exceed 1 NTU;

iii. where natural turbidity is between 5 and 50 NTUs, increases shall not exceed
20 percent;

iv. where natural turbidity is between 50 and 100 NTUs, increases shall not exceed
10 NTUs; and

v. where natural turbidity is greater than 100 NTUs, increases shall not exceed
10 percent.

c) Activities shall not cause pH to be depressed below 6.5 nor raised above 8.5 in surface
water.

In determining compliance with the above limits, appropriate averaging periods may be
applied provided that beneficial uses will be fully protected.  Averaging periods may only
be used with prior permission of the Central Valley Water Board Executive Officer.

6. The Applicant shall notify the Central Valley Water Board immediately if the above criteria
for turbidity, pH, or other water quality objectives are exceeded.

7. In-water work shall occur during periods of no flow and no precipitation. The Applicant shall
perform surface water sampling in accordance with Technical Certification Condition No. 4, if
any of the following conditions occur: 1) in-water work is conducted during an unanticipated
flow event; 2) Project activities result in any materials reaching surface waters; or 3) Project
activities result in the creation of a visible plume in surface waters.

8. Activities shall not cause visible oil, grease, or foam in the receiving water.

9. Refueling of equipment within the floodplain or within 300 feet of the waterway is prohibited.
If critical equipment must be refueled within 300 feet of the waterway, spill prevention and
countermeasures must be implemented to avoid spills.  Refueling areas shall be provided
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with secondary containment including drip pans and/or placement of absorbent material.  No 
hazardous materials, pesticides, fuels, lubricants, oils, hydraulic fluids, or other construction-
related potentially hazardous substances should be stored within a floodplain or within 300 
feet of a waterway. The Applicant must perform frequent inspections of construction 
equipment prior to utilizing it near surface waters to ensure leaks from the equipment are not 
occurring and are not a threat to water quality.

10. The Applicant shall develop and maintain onsite a project-specific Spill Prevention,
Containment and Cleanup Plan outlining the practices to prevent, minimize, and/or clean up
potential spills during construction of the Project.  The Plan must detail the Project elements,
construction equipment types and location, access and staging and construction sequence.

11. The discharge of petroleum products, any construction materials, hazardous materials,
pesticides, fuels, lubricants, oils, hydraulic fluids, raw cement, concrete, asphalt, paint,
coating material, drilling fluids, or other construction-related potentially hazardous
substances to surface water and/or soil is prohibited. In the event of a prohibited discharge,
the Applicant shall notify the Central Valley Water Board Contact within 24-hours of the
discharge.

12. Concrete must be completely cured before coming into contact with waters of the waters of
the United States.  Surface water that contacts wet concrete must be pumped out and
disposed of at an appropriate off-site commercial facility, which is authorized to accept
concrete wastes.

13. A method of containment must be used below the bridge to prevent debris from falling into
the water body through the entire duration of the Project.

14. Silt fencing, straw wattles, or other effective management practices must be used along the
construction zone to minimize soil or sediment along the embankments from migrating into
the waters of the waters of the United States through the entire duration of the Project.

15. The use of netting material (e.g., monofilament-based erosion blankets) that could trap
aquatic dependent wildlife is prohibited within the Project area.

16. All areas disturbed by Project activities shall be protected from washout and erosion.

17. All temporarily affected areas shall be restored to pre-construction contours and conditions
upon completion of construction activities.

18. Hydroseeding shall be performed with California native seed mix.

19. All materials resulting from the Project shall be removed from the site and disposed of
properly.

20. This Certification does not allow permanent water diversion of flow from the receiving water.
This Certification is invalid if any water is permanently diverted as a part of the project.

21. If water is present, the area must be dewatered prior to the start of work.
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22. If temporary surface water diversions and/or dewatering are anticipated, the Applicant shall 
develop and maintain on-site a Surface Water Diversion and/or Dewatering Plan(s). The
Plan(s) must be developed prior to initiation of any water diversions. The Plan(s) shall 
include the proposed method and duration of diversion activities.  The Plan(s) must be 
consistent with this Certification and must be made available to the Central Valley Water 
Board staff upon request.

23. When work in a flowing stream is unavoidable and any temporary dam or other artificial 
obstruction is being constructed, maintained, or placed in operation, sufficient water shall at 
all times be allowed to pass downstream, to maintain beneficial uses of waters of the state
below the dam.  Construction, dewatering, and removal of temporary cofferdams shall not 
violate Technical Certification Condition 5 of this Certification.

24. If any temporary dam or other artificial obstruction is constructed, the temporary dam or 
other artificial obstruction shall only be built from clean materials such as sandbags, gravel 
bags, water dams, or clean/washed gravel which will cause little or no siltation.  Stream flow 
shall be temporarily diverted using gravity flow through temporary culverts/pipes or pumped 
around the work site with the use of hoses.

25. The Applicant shall apply for a name change or amendment to this Certification should any 
of the following occur: a) a change in the ownership of all or any portion of the Project; b) 
any change in the Project description; c) any change involving discharge amounts, 
temporary impacts, or permanent impacts; or d) amendments, modifications, revisions, 
extensions, or changes to the United States Army Corps of Engineers’ Nationwide Permit 
#14, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service decision document(s), or the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Streambed Alteration Agreement.

26. The Applicant shall submit a copy of the final, signed and dated Lake or Streambed 
Alteration Agreement to the Central Valley Water Board Contact within 14 days of issuance 
by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife. 

The Applicant shall comply with all California Department of Fish and Wildlife requirements, 
including those requirements described in the Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement. 

27. The Applicant shall comply with all United States Fish and Wildlife Service requirements, 
including those requirements described in the Letter of Concurrence (08ESMF00-2017-I-
2990). 

28. If the Project will involve land disturbance activities of one or more acres, or where the
Project disturbs less than one acre but is part of a larger common plan of development that 
in total disturbs one or more acres, the Applicant shall obtain coverage under the National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) General Permit for Storm Water 
Discharges Associated with Construction and Land Disturbance Activities Order No. 2009-
0009-DWQ for discharges to surface waters comprised of storm water associated with 
construction activity.

29. The Applicant shall work with the Central Valley Water Board to obtain coverage under an
NPDES permit for dewatering activities that result in discharges into surface water. 
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30. The Conditions in this Certification are based on the information in the attached “Project 
Information Sheet” and the application package. If the actual project, as described in the 
attached Project Information Sheet and application package, is modified or changed, this 
Certification is no longer valid until amended by the Central Valley Water Board.

31. The Applicant shall implement each of the mitigation measures specified in the Mitigated 
Negative Declaration for the Project, as they pertain to biology, hydrology and water quality 
impacts as required by Section 21081.6 of the Public Resource Code and Section 15097 of 
the California Code of Regulations.  

32. In the event of any violation or threatened violation of the conditions of this Certification, the 
violation or threatened violation shall be subject to any remedies, penalties, process, or 
sanctions as provided for under state and federal law.  The applicability of any state law 
authorizing remedies, penalties, process, or sanctions for the violation or threatened 
violation constitutes a limitation necessary to ensure compliance with this Certification.

(a) If the Applicant or a duly authorized representative of the Project fails or refuses to 
furnish technical or monitoring reports, as required under this Certification, or falsifies 
any information provided in the monitoring reports, the applicant is subject to civil 
liability, for each day of violation, and/or criminal liability.

(b) In response to a suspected violation of any condition of this Certification, the Central 
Valley Water Board may require the Applicant to furnish, under penalty of perjury, 
any technical or monitoring reports the Central Valley Water Board deems 
appropriate, provided that the burden, including cost of the reports, shall be in 
reasonable relationship to the need for the reports and the benefits to be obtained 
from the reports.

(c) The Applicant shall allow the staff of the Central Valley Water Board, or an 
authorized representative(s), upon the presentation of credentials and other 
documents, as may be required by law, to enter the Project premises for inspection, 
including taking photographs and securing copies of project-related records, for the 
purpose of assuring compliance with this Certification and determining the ecological 
success of the Project.

33. To mitigate for the loss of 0.002 acre of stream channel habitat, the Applicant shall 
reestablish 0.002 acre of riparian habitat. Evidence of on-site compensatory mitigation shall 
be provided with the Notice of Completion.  At a minimum, compensatory mitigation must 
achieve a ratio of 1:1 for permanent impacts.

Compensatory mitigation must comply with the effective policy, which ensures no overall net 
loss of wetlands for impacts to waters of the state, at the time of Certification.

NOTIFICATIONS AND REPORTS:

34. The Applicant shall provide a Notice of Completion (NOC) no later than 30 days after the 
Project completion. The NOC shall demonstrate that the Project has been carried out in 
accordance with the Project description in the Certification and in any approved
amendments. The NOC shall include a map of the Project location(s), including final 
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boundaries of any on-site restoration area(s), if appropriate, and representative pre and post 
construction photographs.  Each photograph shall include a descriptive title, date taken, 
photographic site, and photographic orientation.

35. The Applicant shall submit all notifications, submissions, materials, data, correspondence, 
and reports in a searchable Portable Document Format (PDF).  Documents less than 50 MB 
must be emailed to: centralvalleysacramento@waterboards.ca.gov.  In the subject line of 
the email, include the Central Valley Water Board Contact, Project name, and WDID number 
as shown in the subject line above.  Documents that are 50 MB or larger must be
transferred to a disk and mailed to the Central Valley Water Board Contact. 

CENTRAL VALLEY WATER BOARD CONTACT:

Nicholas White, Water Resource Control Engineer
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
11020 Sun Center Drive, Suite 200
Rancho Cordova, CA  95670-8114
Nicholas.White@waterboards.ca.gov
(916) 464-4856

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT:

Nevada County Public Works Department is the Lead Agency responsible for compliance with 
the California Environmental Quality Act for the Soda Springs Road Over South Yuba River 
Bridge Replacement Project pursuant to Section 21000 et seq. of the Public Resources Code.  
Nevada County Public Works Department approved the Mitigated Negative Declaration on 15 
August 2017. The Nevada County Public Works Department filed a Notice of Determination with 
the State Clearinghouse on 23 July 2018 (SCH No. 2017062043). 

The Central Valley Water Board is a responsible agency for the project.  The Central Valley 
Water Board has determined that the Mitigated Negative Declaration is in accordance with the 
requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act.

The Central Valley Water Board has reviewed and evaluated the impacts to water quality 
identified in the Mitigated Negative Declaration. The mitigation measures discussed in the
Mitigated Negative Declaration to minimize project impacts to State waters are required by this 
Certification.

With regard to the remaining impacts identified in the Mitigated Negative Declaration the
corresponding mitigation measures proposed are within the responsibility and jurisdiction of 
other public agencies.
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WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION:

I hereby issue an Order certifying that any discharge from the Nevada County, Soda Springs 
Road Over South Yuba River Bridge Replacement Project (WDID#5A29CR00119) will comply 
with the applicable provisions of Section 301 ("Effluent Limitations"), Section 302 ("Water 
Quality Related Effluent Limitations"), Section 303 ("Water Quality Standards and 
Implementation Plans"), Section 306 ("National Standards of Performance"), and Section 307 
("Toxic and Pretreatment Effluent Standards") of the Clean Water Act.  Through this Order, this 
discharge is also regulated under State Water Resources Control Board Water Quality Order 
No. 2003-0017 DWQ “Statewide General Waste Discharge Requirements For Dredged Or Fill 
Discharges That Have Received State Water Quality Certification (General WDRs)“.

Except insofar as may be modified by any preceding conditions, all Certification actions are 
contingent on: a) the discharge being limited and all proposed mitigation being completed in  
compliance with the conditions of this Certification, Nevada County‘s application package, and 
the attached Project Information Sheet; and b) compliance with all applicable requirements of 
the Water Quality Control Plan for the Sacramento River and San Joaquin River Basins, Fifth
Edition, revised May 2018. 

Any person aggrieved by this action may petition the State Water Resources Control Board to 
review the action in accordance with California Water Code Section 13320 and California Code 
of Regulations, Title 23, Section 2050 and following.  The State Water Resources Control Board 
must receive the petition by 5:00 p.m., 30 days after the date of this action, except that if the 
thirtieth day following the date of this action falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or state holiday, the 
petition must be received by the State Water Resources Control Board by 5:00 p.m. on the next 
business day.  Copies of the law and regulations applicable to filing petitions may be found on 
the Internet at: http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/public_notices/petitions/water_quality or will be 
provided upon request.

Original Signed By Adam Laputz for: 

Patrick Pulupa
Executive Officer
                                                                                                                          
Enclosure: Project Information Sheet

Attachments: Figure 1 – Project Vicinity Map
Figure 2 – Project Impacts to Jurisdictional Waters Map

cc:  Distribution List, page 13
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PROJECT INFORMATION SHEET

Application Date: 14 September 2018

Applicant: Jessica Hankins
Nevada County
950 Maidu Avenue, Suite 170
Nevada City, CA 95959

Applicant Representative:   Zach Liptak
Dokken Engineering
110 Blue Ravine Road, Suite 200
Folsom, CA 95630

Project Name: Soda Springs Road Over South Yuba River Bridge Replacement Project  

Application Number:  WDID#5A29CR00119

Date on Public Notice:  14 September 2018

Date Application Deemed Complete: 19 October 2018

Date All Information Received: 3 January 2019

Type of Project: Transportation – Bridges, Overpasses and Crossings

Approved Months of Project Implementation: The Project will be constructed 15 April
through 1 December, or as otherwise required by the Department of Fish and Wildlife.

Project Location:  Section 23, Township 17 North, Range 14 East, MDB&M. 
Latitude: 36°19’17.2” N and Longitude: 121°22’43.5” W  

County: Nevada County

Receiving Water(s) (hydrologic unit): South Fork Yuba River, Sacramento Hydrologic Basin,
Yuba River Hydrologic Unit #517.34, South Yuba HA, Lake Spaulding HSA 

Water Body Type: Streambed

Designated Beneficial Uses:  The Water Quality Control Plan for the Sacramento River and 
San Joaquin River Basins, Fifth Edition, revised May 2018 (Basin Plan) has designated 
beneficial uses for surface and ground waters within the region.  Beneficial uses that could be 
impacted by the project include but are not limited to: Municipal and Domestic Water Supply 
(MUN); Agricultural Supply (AGR); Hydropower Generation (POW); Water Contact Recreation 
(REC-1); Non-Contact Water Recreation (REC-2); Cold Freshwater Habitat (COLD); Spawning, 
Reproduction, and/or Early Development (SPWN); and Wildlife Habitat (WILD). A 
comprehensive and specific list of the beneficial uses applicable for the project area can be 
found at http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water_issues/basin_plans/index.shtml. 
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303(d) List of Water Quality Limited Segments: The South Fork Yuba River is the receiving 
water for the Soda Springs Road Over South Yuba River Bridge Replacement Project.  The
South Fork Yuba River is on the 303(d) list for temperature.  This project, as conditioned with 
mitigation measures to prevent transport of sediment due to project activities, will minimize 
impacts to South Fork Yuba River.  The most recent list of approved water quality limited 
segments is found at: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/tmdl/integrated2010.shtml. 

Project Description: The Soda Springs Road Over South Yuba River Bridge Replacement 
Project (Project) is located approximately 750 feet south of the intersection of Donner Pass 
Road and Soda Springs Road.  The Project consists of three stages. The first stage includes 
clearing, grubbing, and installing a temporary stream diversion system and temporary road. The 
diversion system will be 110 feet in length and consist of diversion pipes, sand bags, and rock 
slope protection fabric with temporary soil fill placed on top. The diversion pipes will pass 
through the fill and allow the stream to flow through the project area. The second stage of 
construction includes demolishing and removing the existing bridge structure (in-water concrete 
piers and abutments), constructing a new bridge superstructure (in-water concrete abutment 
footings and abutments), roadway improvements, and placing rock slope protection within the 
channel. The final stage of construction involves removing the temporary diversion system and 
temporary road, and restoring the channel to pre-construction conditions.

Dewatering will occur within the Project area. Wet concrete will be placed into the stream bed in 
dry conditions after fully dewatering the work area. The Project will permanently impact 0.002 
acre/60 linear feet and temporarily impacting 0.05 acre/125 linear feet of waters of the United 
States. 

Preliminary Water Quality Concerns:  Construction activities may impact surface waters with 
increased turbidity and pH. 

Proposed Mitigation to Address Concerns:  The Applicant will implement Best Management
Practices to control sedimentation and erosion. This Certification requires all work to be 
conducted during periods of no flow.  In the event that project activities result in any materials 
reaching surface waters or unanticipated in-water work occurs, the Applicant will conduct 
turbidity and pH testing. During this testing, the Applicant will stop work if Basin Plan criteria are 
exceeded or observations indicate an exceedance of a water quality objective.

All temporary affected areas will be restored to pre-construction contours and conditions upon 
completion of construction activities to provide 1:1 mitigation for temporary impacts.

Excavation/Fill Area: Approximately 10 cubic yards of concrete will be excavated from 0.002
acre of stream bed, and approximately 300 cubic yards of rock slope protection will be placed 
into 0.002 acre of stream bed (waters of the United States). 

Dredge Volume: None

California Integrated Water Quality System Impact Data: The Project will permanently 
impact 0.002 acre/60 linear feet of stream bed habitat and temporarily impact 0.05 acre/125
linear feet of stream bed habitat from fill and excavation activities. 
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Table 2: Impacts from Fill and Excavation Activities

Aquatic Resource 
Type

Temporary 
Permanent

Physical Loss of Area
Degradation of 

Ecological Condition 
Only

Acres Cubic-
yards

Linear-
feet Acres Cubic-

yards
Linear-

feet Acres Cubic-
yards

Linear-
feet

Stream Channel 0.05 - 125 0.002 - 60 - - - 

United States Army Corps of Engineers File Number: SPK-2018-00814

United States Army Corps of Engineers Permit Type: Nationwide Permit #14

California Department of Fish and Wildlife Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement: The
Applicant applied for a Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement on 10 September 2018.   

Possible Listed Species: Sierra Nevada Yellow-Legged Frog, Southern Long-Toed
Salamander, Willow Flycatcher, Yellow Warbler.

Status of CEQA Compliance: The Nevada County Public Works Department approved a 
Mitigated Negative Declaration on 15 August 2017. The Nevada County Public Works 
Department filed a Notice of Determination with the State Clearinghouse on 23 July 2018 (SCH 
No. 2017062043).  

The Central Valley Water Board will file a Notice of Determination with the State Clearinghouse 
as a responsible agency within five (5) days of the date of this Certification.

Compensatory Mitigation: Prior to commencing construction, the Applicant shall provide 
evidence of all off-site compensatory mitigation to the Central Valley Water Board.  Evidence of 
on-site compensatory mitigation shall be provided with the Notice of Completion.  At a minimum, 
compensatory mitigation must achieve a ratio of 1:1 for permanent impacts. Evidence of 
mitigation includes, but is not limited to, the establishment of riparian habitat.

Table 3: Compensatory Mitigation for Permanent Physical Loss of Area

Aquatic Resource 
Type

Comp Mitigation 
Type Units
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In
-L

ie
u

M
it.

 B
an

k
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R
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le

A
C
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es
)

LF
(L

in
ea

r F
ee

t)

Riparian Zone - - X X - 0.002

Application Fee Provided:  $1,500.00 was received on 17 September 2018. The fee amount 
was determined as required by California Code of Regulations, title 23, sections 3833(b)(3) and 
2200(a)(3), and was calculated as category A - Fill & Excavation Discharges (fee code 84) with 
the dredge and fill fee calculator. 
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APPENDIX D: US Army Corp of Engineers  - Section 404 Permit 



Figure 3 Project Impacts to Waters 
of the U.S.
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www.spk.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/Permitting/NationwidePermits.aspx

www.spk.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx. 

Melissa.M.France@usace.army.mil
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DLL-CESPK-RD-Compliance@usace.army.mil

I hereby certify that the work authorized by the above-referenced permit, 
including all the required mitigation, was completed in accordance with the terms 
and conditions of the permit verification. 
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APPENDIX E: Environmental Commitment Record 
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MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM FOR THE  
SODA SPRINGS BRIDGE OVER SOUTH YUBA RIVER REPLACEMENT PROJECT 

Mitigation Measure Reporting 
Milestone 

Reporting / 
Responsible 

Party 

VERIFICATION OF 
COMPLIANCE 

Initials Date 

AIR QUALITY 
 
AQ-1: Alternatives to open burning of vegetative material will be used unless otherwise 

deemed infeasible by the District. Among suitable alternatives are chipping, 
mulching, or conversion to biomass fuel. 

During 
construction 

County 
 

and 
 

Contractor 

  

AQ-2: A traffic detour shall be provided during all phases of the construction to maintain 
access. 

During 
construction 

County 
 

and 
 

Contractor 

  

AQ-3: The applicant shall be responsible for ensuring that all adequate dust control 
measures are implemented in a timely manner during all phases of project 
development and construction. 

Prior to and 
During 

construction 

County 
 

and 
 

Contractor 

  

AQ-4:  All material excavated, stockpiled, or graded shall be sufficiently watered, 
treated, or covered to prevent fugitive dust from leaving the property 
boundaries and causing a public nuisance or a violation of an ambient air 
standard. Watering should occur at least twice daily, with complete site 
coverage 

During 
construction 

Contractor   

AQ-5: All areas with vehicle traffic shall be watered or have dust palliative applied as 
necessary for regular stabilization of dust emissions. 

During 
construction 

Contractor   

AQ-6:  All on-site vehicle traffic shall be limited to a speed of 15 mph on unpaved 
roads. 

During 
construction 

Contractor   

AQ-7:  All land clearing, grading, earth moving, or excavation activities on a project 
shall be suspended as necessary to prevent excessive windblown dust when 
winds are expected to exceed 20 mph. 

During 
construction 

Contractor   
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Mitigation Measure Reporting 
Milestone 

Reporting / 
Responsible 

Party 

VERIFICATION OF 
COMPLIANCE 

Initials Date 

AQ-8: All inactive portions of the development site shall be covered, seeded, or 
watered until a suitable cover is established. Alternatively, the applicant may 
apply County-approved nontoxic soil stabilizers (according to manufacturer’s 
specifications) to all inactive construction areas (previously graded areas which 
remain inactive for 96 hours) in accordance with the local grading ordinance. 

During 
construction 

County 
 

and 
 

Contractor 

  

AQ-9: All material transported off-site shall be either sufficiently watered or securely 
covered to prevent public nuisance, and there must be a minimum of six (6) 
inches of freeboard in the bed of the transport vehicle. 

During 
Construction 

Contractor   

AQ-10: Paved streets adjacent to the project shall be swept or washed at the end of 
each day, or more frequently if necessary, to remove excessive or visibly 
raised accumulations of dirt and/or mud which may have resulted from 
activities at the project site. 

During 
Construction 

Contractor   

AQ-11: Prior to final occupancy, the applicant shall re-establish ground cover on the 
site through seeding and watering in accordance with the local grading 
ordinance. 

During 
Construction 

Contractor   

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 
 
BIO-1: Prior to the start of construction activities, the project limits in proximity to 

jurisdictional waters (South Yuba River) will be marked with high visibility ESA 
fencing or staking to ensure construction will not further encroach into waters. 
The project biologist throughout construction will periodically inspect the ESA 
to ensure sensitive locations remain undisturbed.  

Prior to 
Construction 

 
 
 

County  
 

and  
 

Contractor 
 

  

BIO-2: Contract specifications will include the following BMPs, where applicable, to 
reduce erosion during construction: 

• Implementation of the project will require approval of a site-specific Storm 
Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) or Water Polution Control 
Program (WPCP) that would implement effective measures to protect water 
quality, which may include a hazardous spill prevention plan and additional 
erosion prevention techniques; 

• Existing vegetation will be protected in place where feasible to provide an 

Prior to and 
During 

Construction 
 

County  
 

and  
 

Contractor  
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Mitigation Measure Reporting 
Milestone 

Reporting / 
Responsible 

Party 

VERIFICATION OF 
COMPLIANCE 

Initials Date 

effective form of erosion and sediment control; and 

• Stabilizing materials will be applied to disturbed soil surfaces to prevent the 
movement of dust from exposed soil surfaces on construction sites 
resulting from wind, traffic, and grading activities. 

• Soil exposure must be minimized through the use of temporary BMPs, 
groundcover, and stabilization measures; 

• The contractor must conduct periodic maintenance of erosion- and 
sediment-control measures. 

BIO-3: To conform to water quality requirements, the SWPPP or WPCP will include 
the following: 

• Vehicle maintenance, staging and storing equipment, materials, fuels, 
lubricants, solvents, and other possible contaminants will be a minimum of 
100 feet from surface waters. Any necessary equipment washing will occur 
where the water cannot flow into surface waters. The project specifications 
will require the contractor to operate under an approved spill prevention 
and clean-up plan; 

• Construction equipment will not be operated in flowing water; 

• Construction work will be conducted according to site-specific construction 
plans that minimize the potential for sediment input to surface waters; 

• Raw cement, concrete or concrete washings, asphalt, paint or other coating 
material, oil or other petroleum products, or any other substances that 
could be hazardous to aquatic life will be prevented from contaminating the 

Prior to and 
During 

Construction 
 

County  
 

and  
 

Contractor  
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Mitigation Measure Reporting 
Milestone 

Reporting / 
Responsible 

Party 

VERIFICATION OF 
COMPLIANCE 

Initials Date 

soil or entering surface waters; 

• Equipment used in and around surface waters will be in good working order 
and free of dripping or leaking contaminants; and, 

• Any surplus concrete rubble, asphalt, or other debris from construction will 
be taken to an appropriate disposal site. 

BIO-4:  All riparian areas and streambanks temporarily disturbed during project 
construction will be restored onsite to pre-project conditions or better prior to 
project completion. Where possible, vegetation will be trimmed rather than 
fully removed with the guidance of the project biologist. When feasible riparian 
vegetation will be cut above soil level. 

Prior, During, 
and Post 

Construction 

County  
 

And 
 

Contractor 
 

  

BIO-5:  Construction activities will be limited to daylight hours during the SNYLF active 
period (approximately April-November).  

During 
Construction 

Contractor   

BIO-6:  Prior to initial ground disturbance activities, environmental awareness training 
will be given to all construction personnel by the project biologist to brief them 
on how to recognize SNYLF, and other sensitive species with potential to 
occur within the project area. Construction personnel will also be informed that 
if a SNYLF is encountered in the work area, construction will cease in work 
area and the USFWS will be called for guidance before any construction 
activities are resumed. Personnel will sign a form stating they attended 
environmental awareness training. 

Prior to 
Construction 

County 
 

  

BIO-7:  No more than 20 working days prior to any ground disturbance, 
preconstruction SNYLF surveys will be conducted by a USFWS-approved 
biologist. 

Prior to 
Construction 

 
 

County 
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Mitigation Measure Reporting 
Milestone 

Reporting / 
Responsible 

Party 

VERIFICATION OF 
COMPLIANCE 

Initials Date 

BIO-8:  Water diversion pumps will utilize screening devices with low entry velocity to 
minimize removal of aquatic species, including juvenile fish, amphibian egg 
masses and tadpoles, from aquatic habitats. 

During 
Construction 

 
 

Contractor   

BIO-09: If SNYLF are found at any time during project work, construction will stop in 
the vicinity and USFWS will be contacted immediately for further guidance. 

During 
Construction 

 
 

County  
 

and  
 

Contractor 

  

BIO-10:  Plastic mono-filament netting (erosion control matting) or similar material 
containing netting must not be used at the project. Acceptable substitutes 
include coconut coir matting or tackified hydroseeding compounds. 

During 
Construction 

Contractor   

BIO-11:  Vegetation must be removed in the fall before onset of snow or early spring 
immediately after the snow melts (approximately September 16nd – April 
14th). Vegetation removal will be coordinated with the project biologist and the 
current seasonal conditions.  

Prior to and 
During 

Construction 

County  
 

and  
 

Contractor  

  

BIO-12:  If work will occur during the nesting season (April 15th – September 15th), a 
pre-construction nesting migratory bird survey and a pre-construction nesting 
raptor survey must be conducted by the project biologist within the project 
limits (plus an approximate 600 foot buffer for raptors). A minimum 100 foot 
no-disturbance buffer will be established around any active nest of migratory 
birds and a minimum 300 foot no-disturbance buffer will be established around 
any nesting raptor. The contractor must immediately stop work in the nesting 
area until the appropriate buffer is established and is prohibited from 
conducting work that could disturb the birds (as determined by the project 
biologist and in coordination with wildlife agencies) in the buffer area until the 
project biologist determines the young have fledged. A reduced buffer can be 
established if determined appropriate by the project biologist and approved by 
CDFW. Should a nesting willow flycatcher or other sensitive bird species be 
identified within the project area, the project would pause work in the vicinity 

Prior to and 
During 

Construction 

County  
 

and  
 

Contractor  
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Mitigation Measure Reporting 
Milestone 

Reporting / 
Responsible 

Party 

VERIFICATION OF 
COMPLIANCE 

Initials Date 

and coordinate with CDFW for further guidance. 

BIO-13:  During the environmental phase of the project, a project biologist familiar with 
the willow flycatcher call will perform two additional surveys between June 1 
and July 15th pursuant to the 2003 survey protocol “A Willow Flycatcher 
Survey Protocol for California”. Should surveys identify willow flycatcher within 
the BSA, the project will conduct additional willow flycatcher coordination with 
CDFW.  

Prior to 
Construction 

County 
 

  

BIO-14:  Prior to arrival at the project site and prior to leaving the project site, 
construction equipment that may contain invasive plants and/or seeds must be 
cleaned to reduce the spreading of noxious weeds. 

Prior to and 
During 

Construction  

Contractor   

BIO-15:  Should landscaping be installed within the project area, the project must not 
incorporate Cal-IPC invasive species. Any landscape treatments should 
incorporate native plant materials to the maximum extent feasible. 

Prior to 
Construction 

County 
 

and 
 

Contractor 

  

BIO-16:  Prior to construction all known nesting cavities within the project limits must be 
temporarily sealed with wire mesh to prevent the occupation of cavity nesting 
birds. Following construction, wire meshing would be removed. Within the 
nesting season (April 15th – September 15th) the project biologist must 
confirm each nest cavity is unoccupied within 7 days prior to sealing or 
removal (if activities require the removal of a utility pole or other structure with 
a cavity nest). Should relocation of utilities be necessary, the project biologist 
would coordinate with the appropriate utilities prior to relocation to ensure no 
cavity nesting birds would be affected. 

Prior to and Post 
Construction 

County 
 

and 
 

Contractor 
 

  

BIO-17: If construction on the existing bridge is planned to occur during the swallow 
nesting season, measures will be taken to avoid impacts to migratory 
swallows. To protect migratory swallows, unoccupied nests must be removed 
from the existing bridge structure prior to the nesting season (April 15th – 
September 15th). During the nesting season, the bridge structure must be 
maintained through the active removal of partially constructed nests. Swallows 

Prior to and 
During 

Construction 

County 
 

and 
 

Contractor 
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Mitigation Measure Reporting 
Milestone 

Reporting / 
Responsible 

Party 

VERIFICATION OF 
COMPLIANCE 

Initials Date 

can complete nest construction in approximately 3 days. After a nest is 
completed, it can no longer be removed until an approved biologist has 
determined that all birds have fledged and the nest is no longer being used. 

BIO-18:  If any wildlife is encountered during the course of construction, said wildlife will 
be allowed to leave the construction area unharmed. 

During 
Construction 

Contractor 
 

  

BIO-19:  A pre-construction clearance survey will be conducted by the project biologist 
to verify that no wildlife is located within the project area.   

Prior to 
Construction 

County 
 

  

BIO-20:  The contractor must dispose of all food-related trash in closed containers, and 
must remove it from the project area each day during construction. 
Construction personnel must not feed or attract wildlife to the project area. 

During 
Construction 

Contractor 
 

  

CULTURAL RESOURCES 
 
CR-1: Prior to construction, environmental awareness training will be provided to all 

construction workers onsite regarding the possibility of encountering 
subsurface cultural resources. Native American groups have expressed 
concerns regarding the Native American resources in the immediate area. The 
Colfax-Todds Valley Consolidated Tribe will be notified at least 2 weeks prior to 
construction to allow for the tribe to monitor, if they choose to do so.  Continued 
consultation will continue throughout the course of the project. 

 

Prior to 
Construction 

County 
 

and 
 

Contractor 
 

  

CR-2: If previously unidentified cultural materials are unearthed during construction, 
work shall be halted within 200 feet of the affected area until a qualified 
archaeologist can assess the significance of the find and develop a plan for 
documentation and removal of resources, if necessary. Additional 
archaeological survey will be needed if project limits are extended beyond the 
present survey limits. 

 

Prior to and 
During 

Construction 

County 
 

and 
 

Contractor 
 

  

CR-3: Section 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code and Section 7050.5 of the 
California Health and Safety Code protect Native American burials, skeletal 
remains and grave goods, regardless of age and provide method and means 
for the appropriate handling of such remains. If human remains are 
encountered, work should halt in that vicinity and the county coroner should be 
notified immediately. At the same time, an archaeologist should be contacted 

During 
Construction 

County 
 

and 
 

Contractor 
 

  



8 

Mitigation Measure Reporting 
Milestone 

Reporting / 
Responsible 

Party 

VERIFICATION OF 
COMPLIANCE 

Initials Date 

to evaluate the situation. If the human remains are of Native American origin, 
the coroner must notify the Native American Heritage Commission within 
twenty-four hours of such identification. CEQA details steps to be taken if 
human burials are of Native American origin.  

 
HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS WASTE 
 
HAZ-1: The contractor shall prepare spill and leak prevention procedures prior to the 

commencement of construction activities. The procedures shall include 
information on the nature of all hazardous materials that shall be used on-site. 
The procedures shall also include information regarding proper handling of 
hazardous materials, and clean-up procedures in the event of an accidental 
release. The phone number of the agency overseeing hazardous materials and 
toxic clean-up shall be provided. 

Prior to During 
Construction  

Contractor   

HAZ-2: The contractor(s) will prepare and implement an Asbestos Dust Management 
Plan (ADMP) that describes measures that will be taken to mitigate the 
potential airborne suspension of NOA-containing dust from the soil/rock as a 
result of construction excavation activities. Asbestos dust control to be 
implemented shall be in compliance with the following:   
• CCR § 93105 (Asbestos Airborne Toxic Control measure for Construction, 

Grading, Quarrying, and Surface Mining Operations (ATCM 930105); 
• CCR § 93106 ((Asbestos Airborne Toxic control measure for Surfacing 

Applications (ATCM 93106)); 
• Northern Sierra Air Quality Management District guidelines; 

Prior to During 
Construction  

Contractor   

HAZ-3: According to Title 17 CCR, § 93106(i)(20), the soil/rock material within the 
southwestern roadway shoulder of the site is considered Restricted Material 
because the soil/rock material there contains asbestos at 0.25% or greater. 
Therefore, it cannot be used under the definition of surfacing (Title 17 CCR, § 
93106(i)(26)). As required by the Title 17 CCR, § 93105(e)(4)(G), disturbed 
asbestos-containing material (0.25% asbestos or greater) must be stabilized 
via options that include paving or covering with at least 3 inches of non-
asbestos-containing material (less than 0.25% asbestos). 

 
Any part, other than a permitted landfill, receiving NOA-containing soil must be 

During 
Construction 

County 
 

and 
 

Contractor 
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Mitigation Measure Reporting 
Milestone 

Reporting / 
Responsible 

Party 

VERIFICATION OF 
COMPLIANCE 

Initials Date 

provided the following warning statement:   
 

“WARNING! 
This material may contain asbestos. 

It is unlawful to use this material for surfacing or any application in which 
it would remain exposed and subject to possible disturbance. 

Extreme care should be taken when handling this material to minimize 
the generation of dust.” 

HAZ-4: As is the case for any project that proposes excavation, the potential exists for 
unknown hazardous contamination to be revealed during project construction. 
For any previously unknown hazardous waste/ material encountered during 
construction, the procedures outlined in the Caltrans Unknown Hazard 
Procedures (as seen Table 7-1.1 of the Caltrans Construction Manual) shall be 
followed. 

During 
Construction  

Contractor   
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Mitigation Measure Reporting 
Milestone 

Reporting / 
Responsible 

Party 

VERIFICATION OF 
COMPLIANCE 

Initials Date 

HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY 
 
WQ-1:  BMPs will be incorporated into project design and project management to 

minimize impacts on the environment including the release of pollutants (oils, 
fuels, etc.): 

  The area of construction and disturbance would be limited to as small an 
area as feasible to reduce erosion and sedimentation. 

  Measures would be implemented during land-disturbing activities to 
reduce erosion and sedimentation. These measures may include mulches, 
soil binders and erosion control blankets, silt fencing, fiber rolls, temporary 
berms, sediment desilting basins, sediment traps, and check dams. 

  Existing vegetation would be protected where feasible to reduce erosion 
and sedimentation. Vegetation would be preserved by installing temporary 
fencing, or other protection devices, around areas to be protected. 

 Exposed soils would be covered by loose bulk materials or other materials 
to reduce erosion and runoff during rainfall events. 

 Exposed soils would be stabilized, through watering or other measures, to 
prevent the movement of dust at the project site caused by wind and 
construction activities such as traffic and grading activities. 

 All construction roadway areas would be properly protected to prevent 
excess erosion, sedimentation, and water pollution. 

 All vehicle and equipment maintenance procedures would be conducted 
off-site. In the event of an emergency, maintenance would occur away from 
the South Yuba River. 

 All concrete curing activities would be conducted to minimize spray drift and 

During 
Construction 

Contractor 
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Mitigation Measure Reporting 
Milestone 

Reporting / 
Responsible 

Party 

VERIFICATION OF 
COMPLIANCE 

Initials Date 

prevent curing compounds from entering the waterway directly or indirectly. 

 All construction materials, vehicles, stockpiles, and staging areas would be 
situated outside of the stream channel as feasible. All stockpiles would be 
covered, as feasible. 

 • Energy dissipaters and erosion control pads would be provided at the 
bottom of slope drains. Other flow conveyance control mechanisms may 
include earth dikes, swales, or ditches. Stream bank stabilization measures 
would also be implemented. 

 • All erosion control measures and storm water control measures would be 
properly maintained until the site has returned to a pre-construction state. 

 All disturbed areas within the channel and associated banks would be 
restored to pre-construction contours and revegetated, either through 
hydroseeding or other means, with native or approved non-invasive exotic 
species. 

 All construction materials would be hauled off-site after completion of 
construction. 

 
WQ-2:  Any requirements for additional avoidance, minimization, and/or mitigation 

measures will be in contained in the permits obtained from all required 
regulatory agencies. The South Yuba River Citizens League (SYRCL) will be 
notified of any water quality monitoring efforts required within the permits 
obtained for the project. 

Prior to 
Construction 

County 
 

  

WQ-3:  The project limits in proximity to the South Yuba River will be marked as an 
Environmental Sensitive Area (ESA) or either be staked or fenced with high 
visibility material to ensure construction activities will not encroach further 
beyond established limits. 

Prior to 
Construction 

County 
 

and  
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Mitigation Measure Reporting 
Milestone 

Reporting / 
Responsible 

Party 

VERIFICATION OF 
COMPLIANCE 

Initials Date 

Contractor 
 

WQ-4: The proposed project would require a National Pollution Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) General Construction Permit for Discharges of storm water 
associated with construction activities (Construction General Permit 2012-
0006-DWQ). As part of the Permit requirement, a Stormwater Pollution 
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) or Water Pollution Control Program (WPCP) would 
also be developed and implemented. The SWPPP or WPCP will incorporate all 
applicable BMPs to ensure that adequate measures are taken during 
construction to minimize impacts to water quality. 

Prior to  and 
During 

Construction 

County 
 

and  
 

Contractor 
 

  

WQ-5: Post-construction storm water control requirements will be addressed in 
accordance with Caltrans’ MS4 permit for areas within Caltrans right-of-way. 
Permanent treatment control BMPs will be evaluated based on effectiveness 
and feasibility and incorporated into the final design as applicable. 

Prior to and 
During 

Construction 

County 
 

and  
 

Contractor 
 

  

NOISE 
 
NOI-1: Project construction activities will be limited to 7:00 am – 7:00 pm Monday to 

Friday, and 8:00 am – 6:00 pm Saturday and Sunday.  

During 
Construction 

Contractor 
 

  

401 Water Quality Certification 
 
WQC-1: The Applicant shall notify the Central Valley Water Board in writing seven (7) 

days in advance of the start of any work within waters of the United States. 

Prior to 
Construction 

County 
 

  

WQC-2: Except for activities permitted by the United States Army Corps of Engineers 
under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, soil, silt, or other organic materials shall not 
be placed where such materials could pass into surface water or surface water drainage 
courses. 

During 
Construction 

Contractor 
 

  

WQC-3: The Applicant shall maintain a copy of this Certification and supporting 
documentation (Project Information Sheet) at the Project site during construction for 
review by site personnel and agencies. All personnel (employees, contractors, and 
subcontractors) performing work on the proposed Project shall be adequately informed 
and trained regarding the conditions of this Certification. 

Prior to and 
During 

Construction 

County 
 

and  
 

Contractor 
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Mitigation Measure Reporting 
Milestone 

Reporting / 
Responsible 

Party 

VERIFICATION OF 
COMPLIANCE 

Initials Date 

WQC-4: The Applicant shall perform surface water sampling: 

a) when performing any in-water work; 

b) in the event that Project activities result in any materials reaching surface 
waters; or 

c) when any activities result in the creation of a visible plume in surface waters. 

The sampling requirements in Table 1 shall be conducted upstream out of the 
influence of the Project, and 300 feet downstream of the work area. The sampling 
frequency may be modified for certain projects with written approval from Central 
Valley Water Board staff. 

 Table 1: 

Parameter Unit Type of  
Sample 

Minimum Sampling 
Frequency 

Required  
Analytical Test  

Method 

Turbidity NTU Grab(1)  Every 4 hours during 
in-water work 

(2, 4) 

Visible construction 
related pollutants (3) 

Observations Visual  
Inspections 

Continuous  
throughout the  

construction period 
__ 

pH5  Standard  
Units 

Grab(1) Every 4 hours during 
in-water work 

(2, 4) 

(1) Grab samples shall not be collected at the same time each day to get a complete representation of 
variations in the receiving water. 

(2) Pollutants shall be analyzed using the analytical methods described in 40 Code of Federal Regulations Part 
136; where no methods are specified for a given pollutant, the method shall be approved by Central Valley 
Water Board staff. 

(3) Visible construction-related pollutants include oil, grease, foam, fuel, petroleum products, and 
construction-related, excavated, organic or earthen materials. 

(4) A hand-held field meter may be used, provided the meter utilizes a USEPA-approved algorithm/method and is 
calibrated and maintained in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions. A calibration and maintenance 

During 
Construction 

Contractor 
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log for each meter used for monitoring shall be maintained onsite. 
(5) Sampling to be conducted if wet concrete comes into contact with surface water. 

Surface water sampling shall occur at mid-depth. A surface water monitoring report 
shall be submitted within two weeks of initiation of in-water construction, and every 
two weeks thereafter. In reporting the sampling data, the Applicant shall arrange the 
data in tabular form so that the sampling locations, date, constituents, and 
concentrations are readily discernible. The data shall be summarized in such a 
manner to illustrate clearly whether the Project complies with Certification 
requirements. The report shall include surface water sampling results, visual 
observations, and identification of the turbidity increase in the receiving water 
applicable to the natural turbidity conditions specified in the turbidity criteria below. 

If no sampling is required, the Applicant shall submit a written statement stating, “No 
sampling was required” within two weeks of initiation of in-water construction, and 
every two weeks thereafter. 
 

WQC-5: The Central Valley Water Board adopted a Water Quality Control Plan for the 
Sacramento River and San Joaquin River Basins, Fifth Edition, revised May 2018 
(Basin Plan) that designates beneficial uses, establishes water quality objectives, and 
contains implementation programs and policies to achieve those objectives for all 
waters addressed through the plan. Turbidity and pH limits are based on water quality 
objectives contained in the Basin Plan and are part of this Certification as follows: 

a) Waters shall not contain oils, greases, waxes, or other materials in 
concentrations that cause nuisance, result in a visible film or coating on the 
surface of the water or on objects in the water, or otherwise adversely affect 
beneficial uses. 

b) Activities shall not cause turbidity increases in surface water to exceed: 

i. where natural turbidity is less than 1 Nephelometric Turbidity Units 
(NTUs), controllable factors shall not cause downstream turbidity to 

During 
Construction 

Contractor 
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exceed 2 NTUs; 

ii. where natural turbidity is between 1 and 5 NTUs, increases shall not exceed 
1 NTU; 

iii. where natural turbidity is between 5 and 50 NTUs, increases shall 
not exceed 20 percent; 

iv. where natural turbidity is between 50 and 100 NTUs, increases shall not 
exceed 10 NTUs; and 

v. where natural turbidity is greater than 100 NTUs, increases shall 
not exceed 10 percent. 

c) Activities shall not cause pH to be depressed below 6.5 nor raised above 8.5 in 
surface water. 

In determining compliance with the above limits, appropriate averaging periods may be 
applied provided that beneficial uses will be fully protected. Averaging periods may 
only be used with prior permission of the Central Valley Water Board Executive Officer. 
 
WQC-6: The Applicant shall notify the Central Valley Water Board immediately if the 
above criteria for turbidity, pH, or other water quality objectives are exceeded. 

During 
Construction 

County 
 

and  
 

Contractor 
 

  

WQC-7: In-water work shall occur during periods of no flow and no precipitation. The 
Applicant shall perform surface water sampling in accordance with Technical 
Certification Condition No. 4, if any of the following conditions occur: 1) in-water work is 
conducted during an unanticipated flow event; 2) Project activities result in any materials 
reaching surface waters; or 3) Project activities result in the creation of a visible plume in 
surface waters. 

During 
Construction 

Contractor 
 

  

WQC-8: Activities shall not cause visible oil, grease, or foam in the receiving water. During 
Construction 

Contractor 
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WQC-9: Refueling of equipment within the floodplain or within 300 feet of the waterway 
is prohibited. If critical equipment must be refueled within 300 feet of the waterway, spill 
prevention and countermeasures must be implemented to avoid spills. Refueling areas 
shall be provided with secondary containment including drip pans and/or placement of 
absorbent material. No hazardous materials, pesticides, fuels, lubricants, oils, hydraulic 
fluids, or other construction-related potentially hazardous substances should be stored 
within a floodplain or within 300 feet of a waterway. The Applicant must perform frequent 
inspections of construction equipment prior to utilizing it near surface waters to ensure 
leaks from the equipment are not occurring and are not a threat to water quality. 

During 
Construction 

Contractor 
 

  

WQC-10: The Applicant shall develop and maintain onsite a project-specific Spill 
Prevention, Containment and Cleanup Plan outlining the practices to prevent, minimize, 
and/or clean up potential spills during construction of the Project. The Plan must detail 
the Project elements, construction equipment types and location, access and staging 
and construction sequence. 

During 
Construction 

Contractor 
 

  

WQC-11: The discharge of petroleum products, any construction materials, hazardous 
materials, pesticides, fuels, lubricants, oils, hydraulic fluids, raw cement, concrete, 
asphalt, paint, coating material, drilling fluids, or other construction-related potentially 
hazardous substances to surface water and/or soil is prohibited. In the event of a 
prohibited discharge, the Applicant shall notify the Central Valley Water Board Contact 
within 24-hours of the discharge. 
 

During 
Construction 

Contractor 
 

  

WQC-12: Concrete must be completely cured before coming into contact with waters 
of the waters of the United States. Surface water that contacts wet concrete must be 
pumped out and disposed of at an appropriate off-site commercial facility, which is 
authorized to accept concrete wastes. 
 

During 
Construction 

Contractor 
 

  

WQC-13: A method of containment must be used below the bridge to prevent debris 
During 

Construction 
Contractor 
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from falling into the water body through the entire duration of the Project. 

Silt fencing, straw wattles, or other effective management practices must be used along 
the construction zone to minimize soil or sediment along the embankments from 
migrating into the waters of the waters of the United States through the entire duration 
of the Project. 
WQC-14: The use of netting material (e.g., monofilament-based erosion blankets) that 
could trap aquatic dependent wildlife is prohibited within the Project area. 

During 
Construction 

Contractor 
 

  

WQC-15: All areas disturbed by Project activities shall be protected from washout and 
erosion. 

During 
Construction 

Contractor 
 

  

WQC-16: All temporarily affected areas shall be restored to pre-construction contours 
and conditions upon completion of construction activities. 

During 
Construction 

Contractor 
 

  

WQC-17: Hydroseeding shall be performed with California native seed mix. During 
Construction 

Contractor 
 

  

WQC-18: All materials resulting from the Project shall be removed from the site and 
disposed of properly. 

During 
Construction 

Contractor 
 

  

WQC-19: This Certification does not allow permanent water diversion of flow from the 
receiving water. This Certification is invalid if any water is permanently diverted as a part 
of the project. 

During 
Construction 

Contractor 
 

  

WQC-20: If water is present, the area must be dewatered prior to the start of work. 
During 

Construction 
Contractor 

 
  

WQC-21: If temporary surface water diversions and/or dewatering are anticipated, the 
Applicant shall develop and maintain on-site a Surface Water Diversion and/or 
Dewatering Plan(s). The Plan(s) must be developed prior to initiation of any water 
diversions. The Plan(s) shall include the proposed method and duration of diversion 
activities. The Plan(s) must be consistent with this Certification and must be made 
available to the Central Valley Water Board staff upon request. 

Prior to and 
During 

Construction 

County 
 

And 
 

Contractor 
 

  

WQC-22: When work in a flowing stream is unavoidable and any temporary dam or 
other artificial obstruction is being constructed, maintained, or placed in operation, 
sufficient water shall at all times be allowed to pass downstream, to maintain beneficial 
uses of waters of the state below the dam. Construction, dewatering, and removal of 
temporary cofferdams shall not violate Technical Certification Condition 5 of this 
Certification. 

During 
Construction 

Contractor 
 

  

WQC-23: If any temporary dam or other artificial obstruction is constructed, the During Contractor   
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temporary dam or other artificial obstruction shall only be built from clean materials such 
as sandbags, gravel bags, water dams, or clean/washed gravel which will cause little or 
no siltation. Stream flow shall be temporarily diverted using gravity flow through 
temporary culverts/pipes or pumped around the work site with the use of hoses. 

Construction  

WQC-24: The Applicant shall apply for a name change or amendment to this 
Certification should any of the following occur: a) a change in the ownership of all or any 
portion of the Project; b) any change in the Project description; c) any change involving 
discharge amounts, temporary impacts, or permanent impacts; or d) amendments, 
modifications, revisions, extensions, or changes to the United States Army Corps of 
Engineers’ Nationwide Permit #14, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service decision 
document(s), or the California Department of Fish and Wildlife Streambed Alteration 
Agreement. 

Prior to and 
During 

Construction 

County 
 

  

WQC-24: The Applicant shall submit a copy of the final, signed and dated Lake or 
Streambed Alteration Agreement to the Central Valley Water Board Contact within 14 
days of issuance by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife. 
 
The Applicant shall comply with all California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
requirements, including those requirements described in the Lake or Streambed 
Alteration Agreement. 

Prior to 
Construction 

County   

WQC-26: The Applicant shall comply with all United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
requirements, including those requirements described in the Letter of Concurrence 
(08ESMF00-2017-I-2990). 

During 
Construction 

Contractor 
 

  

WQC-27: If the Project will involve land disturbance activities of one or more acres, or 
where the Project disturbs less than one acre but is part of a larger common plan of 
development that in total disturbs one or more acres, the Applicant shall obtain coverage 
under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) General Permit for 
Storm Water Discharges Associated with Construction and Land Disturbance Activities 
Order No. 2009-0009-DWQ for discharges to surface waters comprised of storm water 
associated with construction activity. 

Prior to 
Construction 

County   

WQC-28: The Applicant shall work with the Central Valley Water Board to obtain 
coverage under an NPDES permit for dewatering activities that result in discharges into 
surface water. 

Prior to 
Construction 

County   

WQC-29: The Conditions in this Certification are based on the information in the 
attached “Project Information Sheet” and the application package. If the actual project, 

Prior to 
Construction 

County   
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as described in the attached Project Information Sheet and application package, is 
modified or changed, this Certification is no longer valid until amended by the Central 
Valley Water Board. 
WQC-30: The Applicant shall implement each of the mitigation measures specified in 
the Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Project, as they pertain to biology, hydrology 
and water quality impacts as required by Section 21081.6 of the Public Resource Code 
and Section 15097 of the California Code of Regulations. 

Prior to and 
During 

Construction 

County 
 

And 
 

Contractor 

  

WQC-31: In the event of any violation or threatened violation of the conditions of this 
Certification, the violation or threatened violation shall be subject to any remedies, 
penalties, process, or sanctions as provided for under state and federal law. The 
applicability of any state law authorizing remedies, penalties, process, or sanctions for 
the violation or threatened violation constitutes a limitation necessary to ensure 
compliance with this Certification. 

(a) If the Applicant or a duly authorized representative of the Project fails or 
refuses to furnish technical or monitoring reports, as required under this 
Certification, or falsifies any information provided in the monitoring reports, 
the applicant is subject to civil liability, for each day of violation, and/or 
criminal liability. 

(b) In response to a suspected violation of any condition of this Certification, 
the Central Valley Water Board may require the Applicant to furnish, under 
penalty of perjury, any technical or monitoring reports the Central Valley 
Water Board deems appropriate, provided that the burden, including cost 
of the reports, shall be in reasonable relationship to the need for the 
reports and the benefits to be obtained from the reports. 

(c) The Applicant shall allow the staff of the Central Valley Water Board, or an 
authorized representative(s), upon the presentation of credentials and other 
documents, as may be required by law, to enter the Project premises for 
inspection, including taking photographs and securing copies of project-
related records, for the purpose of assuring compliance with this 

During 
Construction 

County 
 

And 
 

Contractor 
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Certification and determining the ecological success of the Project. 

WQC-32: To mitigate for the loss of 0.002 acre of stream channel habitat, the 
Applicant shall reestablish 0.002 acre of riparian habitat. Evidence of on-site 
compensatory mitigation shall be provided with the Notice of Completion. At a 
minimum, compensatory mitigation must achieve a ratio of 1:1 for permanent impacts. 

Compensatory mitigation must comply with the effective policy, which ensures no 
overall net loss of wetlands for impacts to waters of the state, at the time of 
Certification. 

During 
Construction 

County 
 

And 
 

Contractor 

  

WQC-33: The Applicant shall provide a Notice of Completion (NOC) no later than 30 
days after the Project completion. The NOC shall demonstrate that the Project has 
been carried out in accordance with the Project description in the Certification and in 
any approved amendments. The NOC shall include a map of the Project location(s), 
including final boundaries of any on-site restoration area(s), if appropriate, and 
representative pre and post construction photographs. Each photograph shall include a 
descriptive title, date taken, photographic site, and photographic orientation. 

After 
Construction 

County   

WQC-34: The Applicant shall submit all notifications, submissions, materials, data, 
correspondence, and reports in a searchable Portable Document Format (PDF). 
Documents less than 50 MB must be emailed to: 
centralvalleysacramento@waterboards.ca.gov. In the subject line of the email, include 
the Central Valley Water Board Contact, Project name, and WDID number as shown in 
the subject line above. Documents that are 50 MB or larger must be transferred to a disk 
and mailed to the Central Valley Water Board Contact. 

CENTRAL VALLEY WATER BOARD CONTACT: 
Nicholas White, Water Resource Control Engineer 
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board 
11020 Sun Center Drive, Suite 200  
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670-8114  
Nicholas.White@waterboards.ca.gov  
(916) 464-4856 

Prior to and 
During 

Construction 

County 
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1602 Streambed Alteration Agreement 
 
CDFW-1: Documentation at Project Site. Permittee shall make this Agreement, any 
extensions and amendments to this Agreement, and all related notification materials and 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) documents, readily available at the project 
site at all times and shall be presented to CDFW personnel, or personnel from another 
state, federal, or local agency upon request. 

During 
Construction 

County 
 

And 
 

Contractor 

  

CDFW-2: Providing Agreement to Persons at Project Site. Permittee shall provide 
copies of this Agreement and any extensions and amendments to this Agreement to all 
persons who will be working on the project at the project site on behalf of Permittee, 
including but not limited to contractors, subcontractors, inspectors, and monitors. 

During 
Construction 

County 
 

And 
 

Contractor 

  

CDFW-3: Notification of Conflicting Provisions. Permittee shall notify CDFW if Permittee 
determines or learns that a provision in this Agreement might conflict with a provision 
imposed on the project by another local, state, or federal agency. In that event, CDFW 
shall contact Permittee to resolve any conflict. 

During 
Construction 

County 
 

And 
 

Contractor 

  

CDFW-4: Project Site Entry. Permittee agrees that CDFW personnel may enter the 
project site at any time to verify compliance with this Agreement 

During 
Construction 

County 
 

And 
 

Contractor 

  

CDFW-5: Work Period. Work shall be timed during the driest time within the areas 
covered by this Agreement. If water is present at the time of construction, water shall be 
diverted around the work area and work shall begin after the site is dry. The time period 
for completing the work within the flowing or standing water of the watercourses shall be 
confined to the period between May 1 to November 15 of the same calendar year during 
the term of this Agreement. Work within the dry portion of the stream shall be timed with 
awareness of precipitation forecasts and likely increases in stream flow. Construction 
activities within the stream shall cease until all reasonable erosion control measures, 
have been implemented prior to all storm events. Construction equipment and material 
shall be removed from the floodplain if inundation is likely. Revegetation, restoration and 
erosion control work is not confined to this time period. 

During 
Construction 

Contractor   

CDFW-6: Work Period Modification. If the Permittee needs more time to complete the During County   
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project activity, the work may be permitted outside of the work period and extended on a 
day-to-day basis (or for some other set period of time) by a CDFW representative who 
reviewed the project, or if unavailable, through contact with the Regional office (see 
Contact Information). The Permittee shall submit a written request for a work period 
variance to CDFW. The work period variance request shall: 1) describe the extent of 
work already completed; 2) detail the activities that remain to be completed; 3) detail the 
time required to complete each of the remaining activities; and 4) provide photographs of 
both the current work completed and the proposed site for continued work. The work 
period variance request should consider the effects of increased stream levels, rain 
delays, increased erosion control measures, limited access due to saturated soil 
conditions, and limited growth of erosion control grasses due to cool weather. Work 
period variances are issued at the discretion of CDFW. CDFW will review the written 
request to work outside of the established work period. CDFW will have ten calendar 
days to review the proposed work period variance. CDFW reserves the right to require 
additional measures to protect fish and wildlife resources as a condition for granting the 
variance. 

Construction  
And 

 
Contractor 

CDFW-7: Pre-commencement Surveys. If construction, grading, tree removal, or other 
project-related improvements are scheduled during the nesting season (March 1st to 
September 1st) or critical period of sensitive species (such as but not limited to fish, 
plants, mammals, reptiles, amphibians, raptors, and migratory birds that are considered 
locally rare, listed as a California Species of Special Concern, or a Federal or State 
listed species under the federal or State Endangered Species Acts), a focused survey 
for the species that may occur in the project area shall be conducted by the Designated 
Biologist within three (3) days prior to the beginning of project-related activities. The 
results of the survey shall be submitted as instructed in Contact Information section 
below. Email notification is preferred. 

Prior to 
Construction 

County   

CDFW-8: Nesting Birds. To avoid impacts to nesting birds, including but not limited to 
ground, cliffs, burrows, man-made structures, brush, and canopy nesters, construction 
activities shall not take place during the active nesting season (approximately February 
1 through August 31). If avoidance of the active nesting season is not feasible, 
construction activities may occur only if focused surveys for active bird nests are 
conducted by the Designated Biologist. The survey shall be conducted within a 
minimum 1/4 mile radius of project activities. The results of the nest survey shall be 
submitted to CDFW before the start of work. The results of the survey shall include the 

Prior to and 
During 

Construction 

County 
 

And 
 

Contractor 
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following information: name of biologist(s) conducting surveys, dates of survey, total 
field time of survey efforts, map of survey routes, and the type of species nesting. If no 
active nests are found during the survey, no further consultation is required. For active 
nests, a buffer or installation of appropriate barriers shall be established between the 
construction activities and the active nest so that nesting activities are not interrupted. 
The buffer shall be delineated and shall be in effect throughout construction or until the 
nest is no longer active. The buffer(s) shall be determined based upon the life history of 
the individual species, including their sensitivity to noise, vibration, ambient levels of 
human activity and general disturbance, the current site conditions (screening 
vegetation, terrain, etc.) and the various project-related activities necessary to 
implement the project. 
 
If a lapse in project-related work of 15 calendar days or longer occurs, another focused 
survey and consultation with CDFW shall be required before project work can be 
reinitiated. 
CDFW-9: Special Status Species Encountered During Work. If the Permittee encounters 
any special status species during the conduct of project activity, work shall be 
suspended, CDFW notified, and conservation measures shall be developed in 
agreement with CDFW prior to re-initiating the activity. If during the conduct of 
maintenance, the Permittee encounters any species listed as Threatened or 
Endangered pursuant to the California Endangered Species Act (CESA), work shall be 
suspended, and CDFW notified. Work may not re-initiate until the Permittee has 
consulted with CDFW and can demonstrate compliance with CESA. 

During 
Construction 

County 
 

And 
 

Contractor 

  

CDFW-10: Leave Wildlife Unharmed. If any wildlife is encountered during the course of 
construction, said wildlife shall be allowed to leave the construction area unharmed. If 
any listed wildlife is encountered, the Permittee shall contact CDFW immediately. 

During 
Construction 

Contractor   

CDFW-11: Vegetation Removal. Disturbance or removal of vegetation shall be kept to 
the minimum necessary to complete project related activities. Except for trees marked 
for removal on plans submitted to and approved by CDFW, no native trees with a trunk 
diameter at breast height (DBH) in excess of four (4) inches shall be removed or 
damaged without prior consultation and approval of a CDFW representative. Vegetation 
marked for protection may only be trimmed with hand tools to the extent necessary to 
gain access to the work sites. 

During 
Construction 

Contractor   

CDFW-12: Best Management Practices. Permittee shall actively implement best During Contractor   
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management practices (BMPs) to prevent erosion and the discharge of sediment in to 
streams and lakes during project activities. BMPs shall be monitored daily and repaired 
if necessary to ensure maximum erosion and sediment control. All fiber rolls, straw 
wattles, and/or hay bales utilized within and adjacent to the project site shall be free of 
nonnative plant materials. Fiber rolls or erosion control mesh shall be made of loose-
weave mesh that is not fused at the intersections of the weave, such as jute, or coconut 
(coir) fiber, or other products without welded weaves. Non-welded weaves reduce 
entanglement risks to wildlife by allowing animals to push through the weave, which 
expands when spread. 

Construction 

CDFW-13: Staging and Storage Areas. Staging and storage areas for equipment, 
materials, fuels, lubricants, and solvents shall be located more than one hundred (100) 
feet from the stream channel and banks. All equipment and fuel stored on site shall be 
bermed to contain any spilled material and shall be protected from rain. Berms shall 
consist of plastic covered dirt or sand bags. The location of the staging areas shall be 
approved by the Designated Biologist prior to the commencement of project activities 
and identified on all project engineering plans. 

During 
Construction 

Contractor   

CDFW-14: Invasive Species. Permittee shall conduct project activities in a manner that 
prevents the introduction, transfer, and spread of invasive species, including plants, and 
animals, from one project site and/or waterbody to another. Prevention BMPs and 
guidelines for invasive plants can be found on the California Invasive Plant Council's 
website at: http://www.cal-ipc.org/ip/prevention/index.php and for invasive mussels and 
aquatic species can be found at the Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers website: 
http://www.protectyourwaters.net/.  

During 
Construction 

Contractor   

CDFW-15: Decontamination of Project Equipment. Permittee shall decontaminate all 
tools, waders and boots, and other equipment that will enter the water prior to entering 
and exiting the project site to avoid the introduction and transfer of organisms. Permittee 
shall decontaminate project gear and equipment utilizing one of three methods: drying, 
using a hot water soak, or freezing, as appropriate to the type of gear or equipment. For 
all methods, Permittee shall begin the decontamination process by thoroughly scrubbing 
equipment, paying close attention to small crevices such as boot laces, seams, net 
corners, etc., with a stiff-bristled brush to remove all organisms. To decontaminate by 
drying, Permittee shall allow equipment to dry thoroughly (i.e., until there is a complete 
absence of water), preferably in the sun, for a minimum of 48 hours. To decontaminate 
using a hot water soak, Permittee shall immerse equipment in 140 degrees Fahrenheit 

During 
Construction 

Contractor   
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or hotter water and soak for a minimum of 5 minutes. To decontaminate by freezing, 
Permittee shall place equipment in a freezer 32 degrees Fahrenheit or colder for a 
minimum of eight (8) hours. Repeat decontamination is required only if the 
equipment/clothing is removed from the site, used within a different waterbody, and 
returned to the project site. 
CDFW-16: Decontamination Sites. Permittee shall perform decontamination of vehicles, 
watercraft, and other project gear and equipment in a designated location where runoff 
can be contained and not allowed to pass into water courses and other sensitive habitat 
areas. 

During 
Construction 

Contractor   

CDFW-17: Sediment Control. Precautions to minimize turbidity/siltation shall be taken 
into account during project planning and implementation. This may require the 
placement of silt fencing, coir logs, coir rolls, straw bale dikes, or other siltation barriers 
so that silt and/or other deleterious materials are not allowed to pass to downstream 
reaches. Products with plastic monofilament or cross joints in the netting that are 
bound/stitched (such as found in straw wattles/fiber rolls and some erosion control 
blankets) which may cause entrapment of wildlife, shall not be allowed. 
Passage of sediment beyond the sediment barrier(s) is prohibited. If any sediment 
barrier fails to retain sediment, corrective measures shall be taken. The sediment 
barrier(s) shall be maintained in good operating condition throughout the construction 
period and the following rainy season. Maintenance includes, but is not limited to, 
removal of accumulated silt and/or replacement of damaged silt fencing, coir logs, coir 
rolls, and/or straw bale dikes. Upon CDFW's determination that turbidity/siltation levels 
resulting from project related activities constitute a threat to aquatic life, activities 
associated with the turbidity/siltation shall be halted until effective CDFW approved 
control devices are installed or abatement procedures are initiated. 

During 
Construction 

Contractor   

CDFW-18: Heavy Equipment. No heavy equipment shall operate, or any excavation 
take place, in the portion of the stream where water is present. Any equipment or 
vehicles driven and/or operated within or adjacent to the stream shall be checked and 
maintained daily to prevent leaks of materials that could be deleterious to aquatic and 
terrestrial life or riparian habitat. If maintenance or refueling of vehicles or equipment 
must occur on-site, use a designated area and/or a secondary containment, located 
away from drainage courses to prevent the runoff of storm water and the runoff of spills. 
Place drip pans or absorbent materials under vehicles and equipment when not in use. 
Equipment shall be stored in areas that any possible contamination from the equipment 

During 
Construction 

Contractor   
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would not flow or be washed back into the channel. 
CDFW-19: Stream Diversions / Dewatering. If work in the flowing portion of the stream is 
unavoidable, the entire stream flow shall be diverted around or through the work area 
during the excavation and/or construction operations. Stream flow shall be diverted 
using gravity flow through temporary culverts/pipes or pumped around the work site with 
the use of hoses. When a temporary dam or other artificial obstruction is being 
constructed, maintained, or placed in operation, sufficient water shall at all times be 
allowed to pass downstream to maintain aquatic life below the dam pursuant to FGC 
section 5937. Any temporary dam or other artificial obstruction constructed shall only be 
built from clean materials such as sandbags, gravel bags, water dams, or clean/washed 
gravel which will cause little or no siltation. Stream diversions shall be removed prior to 
the winter period. 
 
The Permittee shall provide a Dewatering/Diversion Plan to CDFW at least 15 days prior 
to ground disturbing activities, for approval prior to implementing any dewatering 
activities. 

During 
Construction 

Contractor   

CDFW-20: Maintain Aquatic Life. When any dam or other artificial obstruction is being 
constructed, maintained, or placed in operation, Permittee shall allow sufficient water at 
all times to pass downstream to maintain aquatic life below the dam pursuant to Fish 
and Game Code §5937. 

During 
Construction 

Contractor   

CDFW-21: Stranded Aquatic Life. The Permittee shall check daily for stranded aquatic 
life as the water level in the dewatering area drops. All reasonable efforts shall be made 
to capture and move all stranded aquatic life observed in the dewatered areas. Capture 
methods may include fish landing nets, dip nets, buckets and by hand. Captured aquatic 
life shall be released immediately in the closest body of water adjacent to the work site. 
This condition does not allow for the take or disturbance of any State or federally listed 
species, or State listed species of special concern. 

During 
Construction 

Contractor   

CDFW-22: Swallow Inspection. Maintenance activities on bridges shall either occur 
outside of the swallow nesting period (February 1 through August 31) or frequent 
inspection of the bridge for nesting activity shall begin by February 1st as outlined in the 
Bird Management and Monitoring Plan. If swallows begin colonizing the bridge prior to 
beginning bridge work, all nest precursors (mud placed by swallows for construction of 
nests) shall be washed down or scraped at least once daily until swallows cease trying 
to construct nests. Nests may only be removed if they are less than one-third (1/3) built. 

During 
Construction 

Contractor   
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If the nest is greater than one-third (1/3) built, the Biological Monitor must inspect the 
nest to ensure no eggs or young are present. This activity shall not result in harm or 
death to swallows. 
CDFW-23: Maintain Water Quality. Permittee shall divert flow in a manner that prevents 
turbidity, siltation, or pollution and provides flows to downstream reaches. Flows to 
downstream reaches shall be provided during all times that the natural flow would have 
supported aquatic life. Said flows shall be sufficient quality and quantity, and of 
appropriate temperature to support fish and other aquatic life both above and below the 
diversion. Normal flow shall be restored to the affected stream immediately upon 
completion of work at that location. 

During 
Construction 

Contractor   

CDFW-24: Concrete — Secondary Containment. The Permittee shall install a secondary 
containment wall between the primary containment structures (i.e. headwall form, 
roadway forms) and the active channel to prevent wet concrete from entering into the 
active channel upon failure or leak of primary structures. No concrete shall be poured 
within the high flow line if the 15 day weather forecast indicates any chance of rain. 

During 
Construction 

Contractor   

CDFW-25: Concrete. To prevent the release of materials that may be toxic to fish and 
other aquatic species, poured concrete shall be isolated from water and allowed to 
dry/cure for a minimum of 30 days. As an alternative, the Biological Monitor shall monitor 
the pH of any water that has come into contact with the poured concrete. If this water 
has a pH of 9.0 or greater, the water shall be pumped to tanker truck or to a lined off-
channel basin and allowed to evaporate or be transported to an appropriate facility for 
disposal. During the pH monitoring period, all water that has come in contact with 
poured concrete shall be isolated and not allowed to flow downslope or otherwise come 
in contact with fish and other aquatic resources. The water shall be retested until pH 
values become less than 9.0. Once this has been determined, the area no longer needs 
to be isolated. Results of pH monitoring shall be made available to CDFW upon request. 

During 
Construction 

Contractor   

CDFW-26: Restore Normal Flows. Permittee shall restore normal flows to the effected 
stream immediately after completion of work in that location. 

During 
Construction 

Contractor   

CDFW-27: Rock Slope Protection. Un-grouted rock slope protection (RSP) and energy 
dissipater materials shall consist of clean rock, competent for the application, sized and 
properly installed to resist washout. RSP slopes shall be supported with competent 
boulders keyed into a footing trench with a depth sufficient to properly seat the footing 
course boulders and prevent instability (typically at least 1/3 diameter of footing course 
boulders). Voids between rocks shall be planted with riparian species native to the area. 

During 
Construction 

Contractor   
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CDFW-28: Stabilize Exposed Areas. The Permittee shall take precautions to minimize 
turbidity/siltation during construction and post-construction periods. Precautions shall 
include, but are not limited to: best management erosion control practices to stabilize all 
exposed/disturbed areas within the project site to the greatest extent possible. 

During 
Construction 

Contractor   

CDFW-29: Remove Temporary Flagging, Fencing, and Barriers. Permittee shall remove 
all temporary flagging, fencing, and/or barriers from the project area and vicinity of the 
stream immediately upon completion of project activities. 

During 
Construction 

Contractor   

CDFW-30: Removal of Debris, Materials and Rubbish. The Permittee shall remove all 
Project generated debris, building materials and rubbish from the stream and from areas 
within one hundred and fifty (150) feet of the high water mark, where such materials 
could be washed into the stream following completion of Project activities. 

During 
Construction 

Contractor   

CDFW-31: Site Restoration. All exposed/disturbed areas and access points within the 
stream left barren of vegetation as a result of the construction activities, such as staging 
areas, shall be restored using locally native grass and/or forb seeds, locally native grass 
plugs and/or a mix of quick growing sterile non-native grass with locally native grass/forb 
seeds. Seeded areas shall be covered with broadcast straw and/or seeded erosion 
control blankets. 

During 
Construction 

Contractor   

CDFW-32: The Permittee shall notify CDFW two working days before beginning work 
within the South Yuba River or the adjacent riparian area and floodplain. Notification 
shall be submitted as instructed in Contact Information section below. Email notification 
is preferred. 

Prior to 
Construction 

County   

CDFW-33: Upon completion of the project activities described in this Agreement, the 
work area shall be digitally photographed. Photographs and notification of protect 
completion shall be submitted to CDFW within 30 days of completion as instructed  in 
Contact Information section below. Email submittal is preferred. 

After 
Construction 

County   

CDFW-34: If any special-status species are observed in project surveys, Permittee or 
designated representative shall submit California Natural Diversity Data Base (CNDDB) 
forms to the CNDDB for all preconstruction survey data within five (5) working days of 
the sightings, and provide to CDFW's Regional office a copy of the CNDDB forms and 
survey maps. 

During 
Construction 

County   

 



13 March 2019

Jessica Hankins CERTIFIED MAIL
Nevada County
950 Maidu Avenue, Suite 170

91 7199 9991 7039 7061 8564

Nevada City, CA 95959

CLEAN WATER ACT SECTION 401 TECHNICALLY CONDITIONED WATER QUALITY 
CERTIFICATION; NEVADA COUNTY, SODA SPRINGS ROAD OVER SOUTH YUBA RIVER 
BRIDGE REPLACEMENT PROJECT (WDID#5A29CR00119), NEVADA COUNTY

This Order responds to the 14 September 2018 application submitted by Nevada County
(Applicant) for the Water Quality Certification of the Soda Springs Road Over South Yuba River 
Bridge Replacement Project (Project), permanently impacting 0.002 acre /60 linear feet and
temporarily impacting 0.05 acre /125 linear feet of waters of the United States.

This Order serves as certification of the United States Army Corps of Engineers’ Nationwide 
Permit #14 (SPK-2018-00814) under Section 401 of the Clean Water Act, and a Waste 
Discharge Requirement under the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act and State Water 
Board Order 2003-0017-DWQ.

WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION STANDARD CONDITIONS:

1. This Water Quality Certification (Certification) is not valid until coverage under 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act is obtained. If the Project, including the area of 
impact (as described) is modified through this process, this Certification will not be 
valid until amended by the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board 
(Central Valley Water Board).

2. This Order serves as a Water Quality Certification (Certification) action that is subject to 
modification or revocation upon administrative or judicial review, including review and 
amendment pursuant to Section 13330 of the California Water Code and Section 3867 of 
the California Code of Regulations. 

3. This Certification action is not intended and shall not be construed to apply to any discharge 
from any activity involving a hydroelectric facility requiring a Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) license or an amendment to a FERC license unless the pertinent 
Certification application was filed pursuant to Section 3855(b) of the California Code of 
Regulations, and the application specifically identified that a FERC license or amendment to 
a FERC license for a hydroelectric facility was being sought.
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4. The validity of any non-denial Certification action shall be conditioned upon total payment of 
the full fee required under Section 3860(c) of the California Code of Regulations.

5. This Certification is no longer valid if the Project (as described) is modified, or coverage 
under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act has expired. 

6. All reports, notices, or other documents required by this Certification or requested by the 
Central Valley Water Board shall be signed by a person described below or by a duly 
authorized representative of that person.

(a) For a corporation: by a responsible corporate officer such as: 1) a president, 
secretary, treasurer, or vice president of the corporation in charge of a principal 
business function; 2) any other person who performs similar policy or decision-
making functions for the corporation; or 3) the manager of one or more 
manufacturing, production, or operating facilities if authority to sign documents has 
been assigned or delegated to the manager in accordance with corporate 
procedures.

(b) For a partnership or sole proprietorship: by a general partner or the proprietor.

(c) For a municipality, state, federal, or other public agency: by either a principal 
executive officer or ranking elected official.

7. Any person signing a document under Standard Condition number 6 shall make the 
following certification:

“I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared 
under my direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that 
qualified personnel properly gathered and evaluated the information submitted. Based 
on my inquiry of the person or persons who manage the system, or those persons 
directly responsible for gathering the information, the information submitted is, to the 
best of my knowledge and belief, true, accurate, and complete. I am aware there are 
significant penalties for submitting false information, including the possibility of fine and 
imprisonment for knowing violations.”

TECHNICAL CERTIFICATION CONDITIONS:

In addition to the above standard conditions, the Applicant shall satisfy the following:

1. The Applicant shall notify the Central Valley Water Board in writing seven (7) days in 
advance of the start of any work within waters of the United States.

2. Except for activities permitted by the United States Army Corps of Engineers under Section
404 of the Clean Water Act, soil, silt, or other organic materials shall not be placed where 
such materials could pass into surface water or surface water drainage courses.

3. The Applicant shall maintain a copy of this Certification and supporting documentation 
(Project Information Sheet) at the Project site during construction for review by site 
personnel and agencies.  All personnel (employees, contractors, and subcontractors) 
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performing work on the proposed Project shall be adequately informed and trained 
regarding the conditions of this Certification.

4. The Applicant shall perform surface water sampling: 

a) when performing any in-water work; 

b) in the event that Project activities result in any materials reaching surface waters; or

c) when any activities result in the creation of a visible plume in surface waters.

The sampling requirements in Table 1 shall be conducted upstream out of the influence of 
the Project, and 300 feet downstream of the work area.  The sampling frequency may be 
modified for certain projects with written approval from Central Valley Water Board staff.

Table 1:

Parameter Unit Type of 
Sample

Minimum Sampling 
Frequency

Required 
Analytical Test 

Method

Turbidity NTU Grab(1) Every 4 hours during 
in-water work

(2, 4)

Visible construction 
related pollutants (3) Observations Visual 

Inspections

Continuous 
throughout the 

construction period
__

pH5 Standard 
Units Grab(1) Every 4 hours during 

in-water work
(2, 4)

(1) Grab samples shall not be collected at the same time each day to get a complete representation of variations in the 
receiving water.

(2) Pollutants shall be analyzed using the analytical methods described in 40 Code of Federal Regulations Part 136; where no 
methods are specified for a given pollutant, the method shall be approved by Central Valley Water Board staff.

(3) Visible construction-related pollutants include oil, grease, foam, fuel, petroleum products, and construction-related, 
excavated, organic or earthen materials.

(4) A hand-held field meter may be used, provided the meter utilizes a USEPA-approved algorithm/method and is calibrated 
and maintained in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions.  A calibration and maintenance log for each meter used 
for monitoring shall be maintained onsite.

(5) Sampling to be conducted if wet concrete comes into contact with surface water.

Surface water sampling shall occur at mid-depth. A surface water monitoring report shall be 
submitted within two weeks of initiation of in-water construction, and every two weeks 
thereafter.  In reporting the sampling data, the Applicant shall arrange the data in tabular 
form so that the sampling locations, date, constituents, and concentrations are readily 
discernible.  The data shall be summarized in such a manner to illustrate clearly whether the 
Project complies with Certification requirements.  The report shall include surface water 
sampling results, visual observations, and identification of the turbidity increase in the 
receiving water applicable to the natural turbidity conditions specified in the turbidity criteria 
below.
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If no sampling is required, the Applicant shall submit a written statement stating, “No 
sampling was required” within two weeks of initiation of in-water construction, and every two 
weeks thereafter.

5. The Central Valley Water Board adopted a Water Quality Control Plan for the Sacramento 
River and San Joaquin River Basins, Fifth Edition, revised May 2018 (Basin Plan) that 
designates beneficial uses, establishes water quality objectives, and contains 
implementation programs and policies to achieve those objectives for all waters addressed 
through the plan. Turbidity and pH limits are based on water quality objectives contained in 
the Basin Plan and are part of this Certification as follows:

a) Waters shall not contain oils, greases, waxes, or other materials in concentrations that 
cause nuisance, result in a visible film or coating on the surface of the water or on 
objects in the water, or otherwise adversely affect beneficial uses. 

b) Activities shall not cause turbidity increases in surface water to exceed:

i. where natural turbidity is less than 1 Nephelometric Turbidity Units (NTUs), 
controllable factors shall not cause downstream turbidity to exceed 2 NTUs; 

ii. where natural turbidity is between 1 and 5 NTUs, increases shall not exceed 1 NTU; 

iii. where natural turbidity is between 5 and 50 NTUs, increases shall not exceed 
20 percent; 

iv. where natural turbidity is between 50 and 100 NTUs, increases shall not exceed 
10 NTUs; and 

v. where natural turbidity is greater than 100 NTUs, increases shall not exceed 
10 percent.  

c) Activities shall not cause pH to be depressed below 6.5 nor raised above 8.5 in surface 
water.

In determining compliance with the above limits, appropriate averaging periods may be 
applied provided that beneficial uses will be fully protected.  Averaging periods may only 
be used with prior permission of the Central Valley Water Board Executive Officer.

6. The Applicant shall notify the Central Valley Water Board immediately if the above criteria 
for turbidity, pH, or other water quality objectives are exceeded.

7. In-water work shall occur during periods of no flow and no precipitation. The Applicant shall 
perform surface water sampling in accordance with Technical Certification Condition No. 4, if 
any of the following conditions occur: 1) in-water work is conducted during an unanticipated 
flow event; 2) Project activities result in any materials reaching surface waters; or 3) Project 
activities result in the creation of a visible plume in surface waters. 

8. Activities shall not cause visible oil, grease, or foam in the receiving water.

9. Refueling of equipment within the floodplain or within 300 feet of the waterway is prohibited.  
If critical equipment must be refueled within 300 feet of the waterway, spill prevention and 
countermeasures must be implemented to avoid spills.  Refueling areas shall be provided 
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with secondary containment including drip pans and/or placement of absorbent material.  No 
hazardous materials, pesticides, fuels, lubricants, oils, hydraulic fluids, or other construction-
related potentially hazardous substances should be stored within a floodplain or within 300 
feet of a waterway. The Applicant must perform frequent inspections of construction 
equipment prior to utilizing it near surface waters to ensure leaks from the equipment are not 
occurring and are not a threat to water quality.

10. The Applicant shall develop and maintain onsite a project-specific Spill Prevention, 
Containment and Cleanup Plan outlining the practices to prevent, minimize, and/or clean up 
potential spills during construction of the Project.  The Plan must detail the Project elements, 
construction equipment types and location, access and staging and construction sequence.

11. The discharge of petroleum products, any construction materials, hazardous materials, 
pesticides, fuels, lubricants, oils, hydraulic fluids, raw cement, concrete, asphalt, paint, 
coating material, drilling fluids, or other construction-related potentially hazardous 
substances to surface water and/or soil is prohibited. In the event of a prohibited discharge, 
the Applicant shall notify the Central Valley Water Board Contact within 24-hours of the 
discharge.

12. Concrete must be completely cured before coming into contact with waters of the waters of 
the United States.  Surface water that contacts wet concrete must be pumped out and 
disposed of at an appropriate off-site commercial facility, which is authorized to accept 
concrete wastes.

13. A method of containment must be used below the bridge to prevent debris from falling into 
the water body through the entire duration of the Project.

14. Silt fencing, straw wattles, or other effective management practices must be used along the 
construction zone to minimize soil or sediment along the embankments from migrating into 
the waters of the waters of the United States through the entire duration of the Project.

15. The use of netting material (e.g., monofilament-based erosion blankets) that could trap 
aquatic dependent wildlife is prohibited within the Project area.

16. All areas disturbed by Project activities shall be protected from washout and erosion. 

17. All temporarily affected areas shall be restored to pre-construction contours and conditions 
upon completion of construction activities.

18. Hydroseeding shall be performed with California native seed mix.

19. All materials resulting from the Project shall be removed from the site and disposed of 
properly.

20. This Certification does not allow permanent water diversion of flow from the receiving water. 
This Certification is invalid if any water is permanently diverted as a part of the project. 

21. If water is present, the area must be dewatered prior to the start of work.
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22. If temporary surface water diversions and/or dewatering are anticipated, the Applicant shall 
develop and maintain on-site a Surface Water Diversion and/or Dewatering Plan(s). The
Plan(s) must be developed prior to initiation of any water diversions. The Plan(s) shall 
include the proposed method and duration of diversion activities.  The Plan(s) must be 
consistent with this Certification and must be made available to the Central Valley Water 
Board staff upon request.

23. When work in a flowing stream is unavoidable and any temporary dam or other artificial 
obstruction is being constructed, maintained, or placed in operation, sufficient water shall at 
all times be allowed to pass downstream, to maintain beneficial uses of waters of the state
below the dam.  Construction, dewatering, and removal of temporary cofferdams shall not 
violate Technical Certification Condition 5 of this Certification.

24. If any temporary dam or other artificial obstruction is constructed, the temporary dam or 
other artificial obstruction shall only be built from clean materials such as sandbags, gravel 
bags, water dams, or clean/washed gravel which will cause little or no siltation.  Stream flow 
shall be temporarily diverted using gravity flow through temporary culverts/pipes or pumped 
around the work site with the use of hoses.

25. The Applicant shall apply for a name change or amendment to this Certification should any 
of the following occur: a) a change in the ownership of all or any portion of the Project; b) 
any change in the Project description; c) any change involving discharge amounts, 
temporary impacts, or permanent impacts; or d) amendments, modifications, revisions, 
extensions, or changes to the United States Army Corps of Engineers’ Nationwide Permit 
#14, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service decision document(s), or the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Streambed Alteration Agreement.

26. The Applicant shall submit a copy of the final, signed and dated Lake or Streambed 
Alteration Agreement to the Central Valley Water Board Contact within 14 days of issuance 
by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife.

The Applicant shall comply with all California Department of Fish and Wildlife requirements, 
including those requirements described in the Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement. 

27. The Applicant shall comply with all United States Fish and Wildlife Service requirements, 
including those requirements described in the Letter of Concurrence (08ESMF00-2017-I-
2990).

28. If the Project will involve land disturbance activities of one or more acres, or where the
Project disturbs less than one acre but is part of a larger common plan of development that 
in total disturbs one or more acres, the Applicant shall obtain coverage under the National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) General Permit for Storm Water 
Discharges Associated with Construction and Land Disturbance Activities Order No. 2009-
0009-DWQ for discharges to surface waters comprised of storm water associated with 
construction activity.

29. The Applicant shall work with the Central Valley Water Board to obtain coverage under an
NPDES permit for dewatering activities that result in discharges into surface water.
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30. The Conditions in this Certification are based on the information in the attached “Project 
Information Sheet” and the application package. If the actual project, as described in the 
attached Project Information Sheet and application package, is modified or changed, this 
Certification is no longer valid until amended by the Central Valley Water Board.

31. The Applicant shall implement each of the mitigation measures specified in the Mitigated 
Negative Declaration for the Project, as they pertain to biology, hydrology and water quality 
impacts as required by Section 21081.6 of the Public Resource Code and Section 15097 of 
the California Code of Regulations.  

32. In the event of any violation or threatened violation of the conditions of this Certification, the 
violation or threatened violation shall be subject to any remedies, penalties, process, or 
sanctions as provided for under state and federal law.  The applicability of any state law 
authorizing remedies, penalties, process, or sanctions for the violation or threatened 
violation constitutes a limitation necessary to ensure compliance with this Certification.

(a) If the Applicant or a duly authorized representative of the Project fails or refuses to 
furnish technical or monitoring reports, as required under this Certification, or falsifies 
any information provided in the monitoring reports, the applicant is subject to civil 
liability, for each day of violation, and/or criminal liability.

(b) In response to a suspected violation of any condition of this Certification, the Central 
Valley Water Board may require the Applicant to furnish, under penalty of perjury, 
any technical or monitoring reports the Central Valley Water Board deems 
appropriate, provided that the burden, including cost of the reports, shall be in 
reasonable relationship to the need for the reports and the benefits to be obtained 
from the reports.

(c) The Applicant shall allow the staff of the Central Valley Water Board, or an 
authorized representative(s), upon the presentation of credentials and other 
documents, as may be required by law, to enter the Project premises for inspection, 
including taking photographs and securing copies of project-related records, for the 
purpose of assuring compliance with this Certification and determining the ecological 
success of the Project.

33. To mitigate for the loss of 0.002 acre of stream channel habitat, the Applicant shall 
reestablish 0.002 acre of riparian habitat. Evidence of on-site compensatory mitigation shall 
be provided with the Notice of Completion. At a minimum, compensatory mitigation must 
achieve a ratio of 1:1 for permanent impacts.

Compensatory mitigation must comply with the effective policy, which ensures no overall net 
loss of wetlands for impacts to waters of the state, at the time of Certification.

NOTIFICATIONS AND REPORTS:

34. The Applicant shall provide a Notice of Completion (NOC) no later than 30 days after the 
Project completion. The NOC shall demonstrate that the Project has been carried out in 
accordance with the Project description in the Certification and in any approved
amendments. The NOC shall include a map of the Project location(s), including final 
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boundaries of any on-site restoration area(s), if appropriate, and representative pre and post 
construction photographs.  Each photograph shall include a descriptive title, date taken, 
photographic site, and photographic orientation.

35. The Applicant shall submit all notifications, submissions, materials, data, correspondence, 
and reports in a searchable Portable Document Format (PDF).  Documents less than 50 MB 
must be emailed to: centralvalleysacramento@waterboards.ca.gov.  In the subject line of 
the email, include the Central Valley Water Board Contact, Project name, and WDID number 
as shown in the subject line above.  Documents that are 50 MB or larger must be
transferred to a disk and mailed to the Central Valley Water Board Contact.

CENTRAL VALLEY WATER BOARD CONTACT:

Nicholas White, Water Resource Control Engineer
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
11020 Sun Center Drive, Suite 200
Rancho Cordova, CA  95670-8114
Nicholas.White@waterboards.ca.gov
(916) 464-4856

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT:

Nevada County Public Works Department is the Lead Agency responsible for compliance with 
the California Environmental Quality Act for the Soda Springs Road Over South Yuba River 
Bridge Replacement Project pursuant to Section 21000 et seq. of the Public Resources Code.  
Nevada County Public Works Department approved the Mitigated Negative Declaration on 15
August 2017. The Nevada County Public Works Department filed a Notice of Determination with 
the State Clearinghouse on 23 July 2018 (SCH No. 2017062043).

The Central Valley Water Board is a responsible agency for the project. The Central Valley 
Water Board has determined that the Mitigated Negative Declaration is in accordance with the 
requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act.

The Central Valley Water Board has reviewed and evaluated the impacts to water quality 
identified in the Mitigated Negative Declaration. The mitigation measures discussed in the
Mitigated Negative Declaration to minimize project impacts to State waters are required by this 
Certification.

With regard to the remaining impacts identified in the Mitigated Negative Declaration the
corresponding mitigation measures proposed are within the responsibility and jurisdiction of 
other public agencies.
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WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION:

I hereby issue an Order certifying that any discharge from the Nevada County, Soda Springs 
Road Over South Yuba River Bridge Replacement Project (WDID#5A29CR00119) will comply 
with the applicable provisions of Section 301 ("Effluent Limitations"), Section 302 ("Water 
Quality Related Effluent Limitations"), Section 303 ("Water Quality Standards and 
Implementation Plans"), Section 306 ("National Standards of Performance"), and Section 307
("Toxic and Pretreatment Effluent Standards") of the Clean Water Act.  Through this Order, this 
discharge is also regulated under State Water Resources Control Board Water Quality Order 
No. 2003-0017 DWQ “Statewide General Waste Discharge Requirements For Dredged Or Fill 
Discharges That Have Received State Water Quality Certification (General WDRs)“.

Except insofar as may be modified by any preceding conditions, all Certification actions are 
contingent on: a) the discharge being limited and all proposed mitigation being completed in  
compliance with the conditions of this Certification, Nevada County‘s application package, and 
the attached Project Information Sheet; and b) compliance with all applicable requirements of 
the Water Quality Control Plan for the Sacramento River and San Joaquin River Basins, Fifth
Edition, revised May 2018.

Any person aggrieved by this action may petition the State Water Resources Control Board to 
review the action in accordance with California Water Code Section 13320 and California Code 
of Regulations, Title 23, Section 2050 and following. The State Water Resources Control Board 
must receive the petition by 5:00 p.m., 30 days after the date of this action, except that if the 
thirtieth day following the date of this action falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or state holiday, the 
petition must be received by the State Water Resources Control Board by 5:00 p.m. on the next 
business day. Copies of the law and regulations applicable to filing petitions may be found on 
the Internet at: http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/public_notices/petitions/water_quality or will be 
provided upon request.

Original Signed By Adam Laputz for:

Patrick Pulupa
Executive Officer
                                                                                                                          
Enclosure: Project Information Sheet

Attachments: Figure 1 – Project Vicinity Map
Figure 2 – Project Impacts to Jurisdictional Waters Map

cc:  Distribution List, page 13
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PROJECT INFORMATION SHEET

Application Date: 14 September 2018

Applicant: Jessica Hankins
Nevada County
950 Maidu Avenue, Suite 170
Nevada City, CA 95959

Applicant Representative: Zach Liptak
Dokken Engineering
110 Blue Ravine Road, Suite 200
Folsom, CA 95630

Project Name: Soda Springs Road Over South Yuba River Bridge Replacement Project

Application Number:  WDID#5A29CR00119

Date on Public Notice:  14 September 2018

Date Application Deemed Complete: 19 October 2018

Date All Information Received: 3 January 2019

Type of Project: Transportation – Bridges, Overpasses and Crossings

Approved Months of Project Implementation: The Project will be constructed 15 April
through 1 December, or as otherwise required by the Department of Fish and Wildlife.

Project Location:  Section 23, Township 17 North, Range 14 East, MDB&M. 
Latitude: 36°19’17.2” N and Longitude: 121°22’43.5” W

County: Nevada County

Receiving Water(s) (hydrologic unit): South Fork Yuba River, Sacramento Hydrologic Basin,
Yuba River Hydrologic Unit #517.34, South Yuba HA, Lake Spaulding HSA

Water Body Type: Streambed

Designated Beneficial Uses:  The Water Quality Control Plan for the Sacramento River and 
San Joaquin River Basins, Fifth Edition, revised May 2018 (Basin Plan) has designated 
beneficial uses for surface and ground waters within the region.  Beneficial uses that could be 
impacted by the project include but are not limited to: Municipal and Domestic Water Supply 
(MUN); Agricultural Supply (AGR); Hydropower Generation (POW); Water Contact Recreation 
(REC-1); Non-Contact Water Recreation (REC-2); Cold Freshwater Habitat (COLD); Spawning, 
Reproduction, and/or Early Development (SPWN); and Wildlife Habitat (WILD). A 
comprehensive and specific list of the beneficial uses applicable for the project area can be 
found at http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water_issues/basin_plans/index.shtml.
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303(d) List of Water Quality Limited Segments: The South Fork Yuba River is the receiving 
water for the Soda Springs Road Over South Yuba River Bridge Replacement Project. The
South Fork Yuba River is on the 303(d) list for temperature.  This project, as conditioned with 
mitigation measures to prevent transport of sediment due to project activities, will minimize 
impacts to South Fork Yuba River.  The most recent list of approved water quality limited 
segments is found at: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/tmdl/integrated2010.shtml.

Project Description: The Soda Springs Road Over South Yuba River Bridge Replacement 
Project (Project) is located approximately 750 feet south of the intersection of Donner Pass 
Road and Soda Springs Road.  The Project consists of three stages. The first stage includes 
clearing, grubbing, and installing a temporary stream diversion system and temporary road. The 
diversion system will be 110 feet in length and consist of diversion pipes, sand bags, and rock 
slope protection fabric with temporary soil fill placed on top. The diversion pipes will pass 
through the fill and allow the stream to flow through the project area. The second stage of 
construction includes demolishing and removing the existing bridge structure (in-water concrete 
piers and abutments), constructing a new bridge superstructure (in-water concrete abutment 
footings and abutments), roadway improvements, and placing rock slope protection within the 
channel. The final stage of construction involves removing the temporary diversion system and 
temporary road, and restoring the channel to pre-construction conditions.

Dewatering will occur within the Project area. Wet concrete will be placed into the stream bed in 
dry conditions after fully dewatering the work area. The Project will permanently impact 0.002 
acre/60 linear feet and temporarily impacting 0.05 acre/125 linear feet of waters of the United 
States.

Preliminary Water Quality Concerns:  Construction activities may impact surface waters with 
increased turbidity and pH.

Proposed Mitigation to Address Concerns:  The Applicant will implement Best Management
Practices to control sedimentation and erosion. This Certification requires all work to be 
conducted during periods of no flow.  In the event that project activities result in any materials 
reaching surface waters or unanticipated in-water work occurs, the Applicant will conduct 
turbidity and pH testing. During this testing, the Applicant will stop work if Basin Plan criteria are 
exceeded or observations indicate an exceedance of a water quality objective.

All temporary affected areas will be restored to pre-construction contours and conditions upon 
completion of construction activities to provide 1:1 mitigation for temporary impacts.

Excavation/Fill Area: Approximately 10 cubic yards of concrete will be excavated from 0.002
acre of stream bed, and approximately 300 cubic yards of rock slope protection will be placed 
into 0.002 acre of stream bed (waters of the United States).

Dredge Volume: None

California Integrated Water Quality System Impact Data: The Project will permanently 
impact 0.002 acre/60 linear feet of stream bed habitat and temporarily impact 0.05 acre/125
linear feet of stream bed habitat from fill and excavation activities.
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Table 2: Impacts from Fill and Excavation Activities

Aquatic Resource 
Type

Temporary
Permanent

Physical Loss of Area
Degradation of 

Ecological Condition 
Only

Acres Cubic-
yards

Linear-
feet Acres Cubic-

yards
Linear-

feet Acres Cubic-
yards

Linear-
feet

Stream Channel 0.05 - 125 0.002 - 60 - - -

United States Army Corps of Engineers File Number: SPK-2018-00814

United States Army Corps of Engineers Permit Type: Nationwide Permit #14

California Department of Fish and Wildlife Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement: The
Applicant applied for a Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement on 10 September 2018.

Possible Listed Species: Sierra Nevada Yellow-Legged Frog, Southern Long-Toed
Salamander, Willow Flycatcher, Yellow Warbler.

Status of CEQA Compliance: The Nevada County Public Works Department approved a
Mitigated Negative Declaration on 15 August 2017. The Nevada County Public Works 
Department filed a Notice of Determination with the State Clearinghouse on 23 July 2018 (SCH 
No. 2017062043). 

The Central Valley Water Board will file a Notice of Determination with the State Clearinghouse 
as a responsible agency within five (5) days of the date of this Certification.

Compensatory Mitigation: Prior to commencing construction, the Applicant shall provide 
evidence of all off-site compensatory mitigation to the Central Valley Water Board. Evidence of 
on-site compensatory mitigation shall be provided with the Notice of Completion.  At a minimum, 
compensatory mitigation must achieve a ratio of 1:1 for permanent impacts. Evidence of 
mitigation includes, but is not limited to, the establishment of riparian habitat.

Table 3: Compensatory Mitigation for Permanent Physical Loss of Area

Aquatic Resource 
Type

Comp Mitigation 
Type Units
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Riparian Zone - - X X - 0.002

Application Fee Provided:  $1,500.00 was received on 17 September 2018. The fee amount 
was determined as required by California Code of Regulations, title 23, sections 3833(b)(3) and 
2200(a)(3), and was calculated as category A - Fill & Excavation Discharges (fee code 84) with 
the dredge and fill fee calculator. 
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