RESOLUTION No. 22-139

OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF NEVADA

RESOLUTION DESIGNATING A PLAQUE HONORING CHINESE
RAILROAD WORKERS IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE
NEVADA COUNTY NARROW GAUGE RAILROAD LOCATED AT
THE SITE OF THE FORMER NEVADA CITY TERMINUS OF THE
RAILROAD, ALSO KNOWN AS CLAMPERS SQUARE, LOCATED
ON RAILROAD AVENUE NEAR THE INTERSECTION OF
SACRAMENTO STREET IN NEVADA CITY AS NEVADA COUNTY
HISTORICAL LANDMARK NEV 22-01

WHEREAS, the Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission (NCHLC) was
established in 1969 to promote the general welfare of Nevada County and its citizens through
official recognition, recording, marking, preserving, and promoting the historical resources of
Nevada County; and

WHEREAS, the NCHLC has since sustained an active program of cataloging and
recommending for designation historical sites and structures throughout Nevada County; and

WHEREAS, the NCHLC accepts applications, processes and verifies applications for
proposed historical landmark designation and recommends said landmark designations for
approval by the Nevada County Board of Supervisors; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors supports the promotion of the public health, safety,
and general welfare by providing for the identification, protection, enhancement, perpetuation,
and use of improvements, buildings, structures, signs, objects, features, sites, places, districts, and
areas within the County that reflect special elements of the County’s architectural, artistic,
cultural, engineering, aesthetic, historical, political, social, and other heritage, by allowing their
registration as Nevada County Historical Landmarks for the following reasons:

1. Safeguarding Nevada County’s heritage as embodied and reflected in the
Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad and the Chinese railroad workers who
significantly contributed to its construction, representing their influence on
Nevada County’s cultural and social history, and commemorating the valuable
role they played in this community; and

2. Encouraging public knowledge, understanding, and appreciation of Nevada
County’s history as reflected in its heritage; and

3. Fostering civic and neighborhood pride and a sense of identity based upon the
recognition and use of cultural resources; and

4. Preserving diverse and harmonious architectural styles and design innovations;
and

5. Enhancing property values to increase economic and financial benefits to
Nevada County and its inhabitants by preserving and promoting historical
buildings; and



6. Protecting and enhancing Nevada County’s attraction to tourists and visitors,
thereby stimulating business and industry; and

7. ldentifying as early as possible and resolving conflicts between the
preservation of cultural resources and alternative land uses in a section of
Nevada County that may see future population growth; and

WHEREAS, on December 8, 2021, the City of Nevada City Council voted unanimously to
approve the application of the Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad Museum to place a plaque
at Clampers Square on Railroad Avenue near the intersection of Sacramento Street in Nevada
City to honor the Chinese railroad workers; and

WHEREAS, at the January 21, 2022 meeting, the NCHLC verified and unanimously
approved the Application and now recommends that the Board of Supervisors designate a plaque
honoring Chinese railroad workers in the construct of the Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad
located at the site of the former Nevada City terminus of the railroad, also known as Clampers
Square, located on Railroad Avenue near the intersection of Sacramento Street in Nevada City as
a Nevada County Historical Landmark.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Supervisors of the County of
Nevada hereby accepts the NCHLC’s recommendation and designates a plaque honoring Chinese
railroad workers in the construction of the Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad located at the
site of the former Nevada City terminus of the railroad, also known as Clampers Square, located
on Railroad Avenue near the intersection of Sacramento Street in Nevada City as Nevada County
Historical Landmark NEV 22-01.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the Board is hereby directed to record a
certified copy of this Resolution with the Office of the Nevada County Clerk-Recorder within ten
(10) days after the adoption hereof.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Nevada at a regular meeting of
said Board, held on the 22nd day of March, 2022, by the following vote of said Board:

Ayes: Supervisors Heidi Hall, Edward Scofield, Dan Miller, Susan
K. Hoek and Hardy Bullock.
Noes: None.

Absent:  None.

Abstain:  None.

ATTEST:

JULIE PATTERSON HUNTER
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

- Susan K. Hoek, Chair

3/22/2022 cc: Recorder(1)
AC*
HLC*
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thereby stimulating business and industry; and
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Nevada County that may see future population growth; and
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honoring Chinese railroad workers in the construct of the Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad
located at the site of the former Nevada City terminus of the railroad, also known as Clampers
Square, located on Railroad Avenue near the intersection of Sacramento Street in Nevada City as
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Supervisors of the County of
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site of the former Nevada City terminus of the railroad, also known as Clampers Square, located
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Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission
P.0. Box 1014
Nevada City, California 95959
info@nevadacountylandmarks.com
530-274-7118

21 January 2022

Nevada County Board of Supervisors
950 Maidu Avenue
Nevada City, CA 95959

Honorable Chair and Board Members:

At today's meeting, the Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission voted
unanimously to recommend for Board approval, the application for landmark
designation of a plaque honoring the Chinese rail workers who helped build the Nevada
County Narrow Gauge Railroad. The plaque is to be placed at the site of the former
Nevada City terminus of the Railroad, in an area sometimes known as Clamper Square.

The applicant is the Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad Museum. The site is
owned by the City of Nevada which has approved the placement of a plaque at the site.
The landmark is to be designated as Nevada County Historical Landmark NEV 22-01.
The landmark will commemorate the over 300 Chinese immigrant workers whose labor
was essential to completing the Railroad. Their story is largely untold, and their
contribution to the growth of Nevada County deserves recognition.

The research and documentation which accompanies the application has been
reviewed by the Commission for historical accuracy. The application and supporting
documentation is enclosed.

If you approve the application, please forward the resolution and accompanying
documents to the County Recorder.




If you have any further questions, do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you in
advance for your consideration of this request.

Yours truly,

Chrad Somononon_

Bernard Zimmerman, Chair

cc: John Christensen, w/o enc.




County of Nevada
State of California

Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission
Application for Registration of Historical Landmark

Name of proposed landmark____Chinese Narrow Gauge Rail Workers

Location___ Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad kiosk at
Sacramento Street and Railroad Avenue, Nevada City California, in
area sometimes known as Clamper Square

Name of applicant__Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad Museum

Address___5 Kidder Ct, Nevada City, Ca 95959
Home or work phone_(530) 265-3668 cell phone__ (530) 320-1605
Name and address of owner upon whose property proposed landmark

is located, if owner is not applicant__ City of Nevada, 317 Broad St.
Nevada City

| authorize the placing of a plaque or marker on site.

DW;%““’ 12/16/21

Owner’s signature Date

2021 rev.



Brief history and description of proposed landmark
(attach additional sheets as necessary)

Built in 1875 and 1876 the 22-mile Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad
connected Nevada City and Grass Valley with Colfax and the Central Pacific
Railroad. The labor of over three hundred Chinese immigrants was essential to
the completion of the line. Their efforts deserve recognition. The applicant
Railroad Museum will place a plaque on a granite rock located next to the kiosk
which marks the Nevada City end of the line for the Narrow Gauge Railroad. The
City Council has approved the placement of the plaque on City property. This is
the text of the proposed plaque.

"In the race to build the western portion of the Transcontinental Railroad, the
Central Pacific Railroad recruited over ten thousand young men from China, creating a
skilled and dependable work force. Upon completion many of these workers, who had
come to America under contract for employment, returned home to China. Others
remained to find employment building railroads throughout the United States.

This site marks one end of the 22-mile Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad
that connected Nevada City and Grass Valley with Colfax and the Central Pacific
Railroad. After construction of the NCNGRR started in 1875, over three hundred
Chinese immigrants labored to build the railroad. They built the railroad grade over the
rugged and uneven terrain between Colfax and Grass Valley, scaling canyons, filling
ravines, and prepared the way for bridges and trestles. Using hand tools, horse drawn
scrapers, hand carts and their determination, they completed the task in early 1876.
Although considered more dependable than white workers, they were paid less.

When the railroad was completed in 1876 most of the Chinese moved on to other
railroad construction projects, A few Chinese workers remained as track workers
maintaining the NCNGRR. Apart from laboring on the railroad, several Chinese
businessmen in Nevada City were investors and retained stock in the company into the
20th century. The contributions of Chinese immigrants were an essential element in the
building and success of the NCNGRR."

2021 rev.



Historically significant aspects or properties of proposed landmark

See above

How will the landmark be protected and maintained?

The Railroad Museum, with the assistance of the City of Nevada, will protect and
maintain the plaque.

Bibliography. Cite or attach available books, records, articles or other materials
pertaining to the proposed landmark.

Books and articles: Attachment 1

The Chinese and the Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad by David
Beesley, Nevada County Historical Society Bulletin, Volume 40, #4, October
1986

Never Come, Never Go! by Robert Wyckoff. Nevada City Publishing
Company, 1986

A History of the Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad by Marvin Elliot
Locke (master’s thesis, University of California, Los Angeles, 1962)

Chinese in the Woods by Sue Fong Chung, University of Illinois Press, 2015.
Chung cites the Nevada City Transcript for February 18 and 27, 1875 and
May 24, 1876

Nevada County Narrow Gauge by Gerald M. Best, Howell-North
Books, Berkeley, California, 1965

Attachment 2 Chinese Contributions to the Nevada County Narrow
Gauge, Compiled by Andrew Brandon

2021 rev.



Other: (e.g. photographs, prints or drawings. Please list and attach separately)

Attachment _is a photograph of the kiosk. The plaque will be placed on a granite
rock to the Ieft of the kiosk.
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line” (Chung, Chinese in the Woods, 180). [n39] Chung also reports that “[i]n 1875 approximately
150 Euro-Americans and 300 Chinese were emploved to work on the twenty-two-mile-long railroad

18

Web exclusive essay published at chineserailroadworkers stanford.edu
W oy Stanford University Chinese Railroad Workers of North America Projeel

running through Nevada and Placer Counties, Californig, called the Nevada County Narrow Gauge”
(Marvin Elliott Locke, “A History of the Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad” [master’s thesis,
University of California, Los Angeles, 1962]; Chung, Chinese in the Woods, 176). Chung also cites
the Nevada City Transcript, February 18 and 27, 1875, and May 24, 1876. [n38, 39, n49, n86]



Never Come, Never Go! - 12

California with a winsome Oregon bride named Sarah. Now he
had just finished building the Monterey & Salinas Valley Rail-
road, first narrow-gauge in the state and an elementary stint
for a man with his experience. His present task would be more
stimulating and he plunged into it with enthusiasm.

When Dailey and Scott clattered into Colfax on February 11,
the leather springs on their stages groaned under the weight of
all who could find a foothold, and a convoy of buggies and buck-
boards trailed behind them. Ground was at last to be broken for
the Nevada County Narrow-Gauge Railroad, and after a few
formalities four hundred men got busy with picks and shovels.

Now that construction was really under way, the Union
couldn’t resist starting a rumor designed to bait its rival. The
railroad would terminate in Grass Valley, it gravely stated; to
go on to Nevada City would never pay. And since the road’s
office was in its town, the Union assumed the role of spokesman
and cautioned readers that items seen in the Nevada City daily
were not “official.” Infuriated and hurt in view of its substantial
contribution toward getting the railroad born, the Transcript
editorially deplored the smart alecks on the Union. It breathed
easier, however, when the grading contract for the final stretch
was let to Nevada City’s Mayor Organ.

Disdaining comment on this journalistic horse-play, Beatty
and Kidder rushed the job. Two miles north of Colfax their
line ducked under the Central Pacific’s Long Ravine bridge and
here they set up another camp of graders. Turton & Knox had the
carthwork subcontract; they had handled much of the heavy
grading on the Central Pacific and knew the game well. At the
tunnel site between Bear River and Greenhorn Creck a third
camp was established. By the middle of March 6oo men were
on the payroll, most of them erstwhile “Crocker pets.” These Chi-
nese drew $26 a month; the whites $30.

Coleman’s Mohawk Lumber Company threw up a mill near
Bear River and started ripping out bridge timbers and ties. The
whole route was simmering with activity. The always fickle
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Sierra weather chose to smile, and as Kidder rode his horse from
camp to camp he felt that things were humming along.

But the Directors rode no trains on the Fourth of July as
Beatty so rashly had promised. In fact, not a foot of rail was
laid. However, the roadbed was complete from Colfax to the
Bear River and one picr of the bridge was already up. Nine gangs
now made the dirt fly; they had already handled 200,000 cubic
yards, more than a quarter of it rock. The tunnel was in for
sixty feet and stretching a yard a day. The whole railroad would
be completed, Coleman stated, some time during the winter.

Another two months saw the tunnel finished and lined through-
out with mighty 10 x ro timbers. Bear River bridge was almost
completed too, an awesome spidery structure whose Howe truss,
97 feet above the water, was the highest span in California. Count-
ing the trestle-work at each approach it was one-seventh of a mile
long, and 300,000 board feet of native pine had been bolted to-
gether to build it.

Fin Beatty had just received two photographs from the Bald-
win Locomotive Works and proudly showed them around. One
was a racy little balloon-stacked 4-4-o, handsomely lettered
“Grass Valley”; the other a mogul named “Nevada.” While
he was displaying the photographs the locomotives themselves
arrived at Colfax, knocked down and stowed on six flat cars. By
October the “Grass Valley” was put together, steamed up, and
hard at work laying track.

Tom and Martin Carter, who had built the cars for the Mon-
terey & Salinas Valley Railroad, had moved their gear up to Colfax
and were turning out flats and boxcars. Passenger cars had been
ordered from the East.

Iron went down rapidly. On the 16th the “Grass Valley”
puffed over Bear River bridge for the first time, and though many
held their breaths at the fearful sight, nothing happened. John
Kidder scarcely paused to watch; he swore that the span was
more than stout enough for the heaviest trains on the C.P. and
scorned the leery ones. Another week and the tracklayers were
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to realize we are connccted with the outside world is to take a
ride.”

March first looked like a good guess for the final spike. This
item, together with the last tie, was kept in readiness and on dis-
play in Knowlton's show window. It wasn’t gold—that would
have been redundant in Nevada County—but very highly pol-
ished stecl. The last tie was the real masterpiece. George Hughes
had fashioned it of clear native pine, painted royal blue with gilded
edges. On the upper face were the gold initials “N.CN.G.R.R.,”
while one end bore the date “1876” and the other the word “Cen-
tennial.” The railroad was being finished in the hundredth year
of American independence.

But the first of March saw tie and spike still languishing in the
show window. So did the first of April and so did the first of
May. The Sierras, as if fecling at the last that they had been too
easy, began to show what they could do in the way of whipping up
a blizzard. For a couple of weeks the “Grass Valley” and the “Ne-
vada” were cold as the flow beneath Bear River’s ice. There was
no use trying to stcam them up; work was out of the question.

The roads of course went out and when the storm cleared, the
Twin Citics felt the need of supplies that had been piling up in
the Colfax freight shed. Under the plea of “war necessity” the
Union and the Transcript persuaded Kidder to bring in the car-
gocs of staple foods and household goods even though the railroad
was not open for business.

As the Chinese section hands repaired the ravages of the storm,
construction trains commenced to run again, and Kidder often
coupled in the little coach, shiny in its pristine yellow varnish,
and invited his friends for a ride. He and Sarah had made a host
of friends in the few months since their arrival. The Transcript's
editor joined one of these jaunts and reported it a real luxury
after riding the Central Pacific. Coming back from Colfax he
and Kidder had ridden on the cowcatcher, at the latter’s invita-
tion, and as Mike Craig at the throttle smoothly eased his train
around the wooded mountain spurs, the journalist for once was

e
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at a loss for words. “It's just wildly grand!” was all he could
think of to say.

John Coleman saw no reason why the company shouldn’t ring
up fares for such junkets, and beginning April 17 he arranged with
the contractors to start regular scrvice between Grass Valley and
Colfax, connecting with the C.P. cast and westbound trains. This
was Timetable No. 1 and it listed a round trip each morning and
afternoon.

In spite of the delay in getting its railroad, Nevada City had
plenty to talk about. A foul threat to American freedom had
reared its head—the city trustees had passed an ordinance pro-
hibiting owners of horned cattle from allowing them to roam
at large in the streets. Few Nevadans kept cows, but many felt
the threat of regimentation far outweighed any damage to their
gardens. It was spring election time and pro-cow and anti-cow
candidates stumped the wards. Balloting reaffirmed the bovine
freedom of the city—only fair when we recall those discovering
cattle of 1849.

Colfax had a little stimulation too. The Emperor of Brazil,
homeward bound from the Philadelphia Fair, decided to stop
his special train and stretch his legs. Descending from the Im-
perial Silver Palace Car, Dom Pedro II spied the Narrow-Gauge
and was immenscly intrigued. He started walking the ties to
view Bear River bridge, neither the “Grass Valley” nor the “Ne-
vada” unfortunately being handy, but the imperial legs gave out
and he dragged them back to his car and restored his strength
with bologna sausage and beer while awed crowds gaped.

Meanwhile under skies that were now balmy and blue and
sported fleccy clouds, the finishing touches were finally being put
on the track to Nevada City. The Nevadans were in a dither.
In addition to the last spike and tie, still waiting on display, the
fair sex of the city were presenting silk American flags to the
locomotive “Nevada”; this drew crowds to Thom’s Gun Shop
where the standards were being turned. Not to be outdone, the
Grass Valley matrons provided similar colors for the other engine
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Attachment 2

Chinese Contributions to the Nevada County Narrow Gauge.
Compiled by Andrew Brandon
Revised December 15, 2021

Unless otherwise noted, these items are from the Grass Valley Daily Union. These
items include the general news items published in the paper, and when possible,
information from the company’s annual reports, which were also published in the
paper during the Coleman era. News items from other sources will contain the full
name of the source. These articles are largely presented without any editorial from the
author of this document, excepting when necessary to add further context or
explanation. Editorial notes will be presented in blue italic text.

Additional newspaper transcriptions have been included to track the progress of
construction.

Unless otherwise noted, all transcriptions are from the Grass Valley Union.
** This document is a work in progress **

1874.
March 14, 1874

Local Brevities.
Chinamen are already looking out for a chance to work on the railroad.

March 26

Local Brevities.

The railroad committee where at work receiving subscriptions yesterday and railroad
talk was indulged in by all our citizens. We fancy we we(sic) here the snort of the iron
horse already.

March 28
Railroad Subscription.

We give below the list of subscribers to the stock of the Colfax, Grass Valley and
Nevada, and the amount subscribed :

GRASS VALLEY

Edward Coleman $25,000 John Polglase 2,000
John C. Coleman $25,000 Frank G. Beatty 2,000
Myles P. O’Connor $25,000 Jas. M. Lakenan 1,000
Reuben Leech 2,500 John Johnston 1,500
William Watt 2,500 Peter Johnsten 1,000
Dibble & Byrne 2,500 Wm. Loutzenheiser 1,000

Campbell & Stoddard 2,000 Peter Brunsteter 1.000



W. L. Townsend 1,000
A. Delano 1,000

M. C. Taylor 500
Thomas Othet 500

C. C. Smith 500
Fletcher & Glasson 500
Charles Barker 500
C. W. Smith 500

J. Newman & Co 500
C. C. Wymore 500
Sam P. Dorsey 500
Wm. H. Mitchell 500
Robert Finnie 500
Jas. C. Noell 500

Wm. George 500
George S. Howe 400
Henry Scadden 400

S. M. Harris 400
Daws & Gilbert 300
Chas. H. Mitchell 100

$106,200

NEVADA CITY,

Charles Marsh $10,000
T. W. Sigourney 10,000
John W. Hinds 10,000
R. W. Tully 10,000

R. M. Hunt 5,000

Geo. F. Jacobs 5,000
Thom & Allan 5,000

R. B. Gentry 2,00

W. H. Duryea 2,500

N. P. Brown 2,500

M. L. Marsh 2,500
Niles Searls 2,500
George W. Smith 1,000
John Cashin 1,000

A. H. Parker 1,000

Hanson & Wadsworth 1,000

H. C. Mills 500
James Colley 500

J. T. Morgan 500
Ira A. Eaton 500

A D. Tower 500
Jacob Naffziger 500
Lester & Mulloy 500

W. H. Totten 200

A. B. Brady 200

A. J. Foster 200

D. Nathan 200

C. R. Hill 200

D. P. Holbrook 200
S. D. Bosworth 200
C. K. Miller 100
Joseph Peers 100
Henry Fuchs 100

S. Beverton 100

J. I. Sykes 100

S. Novitzky 100

C. C. Townsend 100
W. K. Spencer 100
Francis M. Andra 100
Felix Schrakamp 100
H. Vogelman 100
Duncan Gillies 100

E. M. Preston 500
Hinds & Nicholson 400
J. J. Ott 300

B. Locklin 300

Geo. M. Hughes 300
D. B. Merry 300
Geo. W. Welch 300
Charles Grimes 200
A. Goldsmith 200
Jno. Caldwell 200
E. P. Sanford 200

I. J. Rolfe 200

Wm. Holmes 200

A. Chapman 200

B. H. Miller 200

J. E. Johnston 200
A. Lademan 200

W. H. Crawford 200
Charles McElvy 200
W. J. Organ 200

A. Isoard 200

Ed. Muller 100
John Adams 100



J. S. Holbrook 100
Ed. Goldsmith 100
Alex. Zekind 100

J. B. Johnson 100
Jno. I. Caldwell 100
John Pattison 100
Joseph D. Fleming 100
A. Blumenthal 100
A. Rosenthal 100
Elijah Booth 100
John Hurst 100

C. Beckman 100

K. Casper 100

C. T. Canfield 100
P. Hennerfauth 100

$83,200

W. R. Coe 100

D. D. Carter 100
Nat Ford 100

G. v. Schmitburg 100
Wm. Floyd 100

F. W. Maguire 100
Antoine Tam 100
H. L. Gove 100

M. Rosenberg 100
Hong Hi Chung 100
Quong Hi Kee 100
He Lee 100

Kwong Tuck 100

Local Brevities.- The very Chinamen in Nevada City subscribed for railroad stock. Let
John no longer be called anti-progressive; and let some men with white skins imitate

the illustrious example of the Chinamen.

Remember also to subscribe for railroad stock, thereby helping this section of
the country, in its business and the further development of its resources.

The four Chinese names are written in the first shareholder subscriber book.

March 29

RAILROAD MEETING.

Organization of the Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad Co. The subscribers to the
stock of the Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad Company met at the Court House,
in Nevada City, yesterday at 2 o’clock p. m. Jno. C. Coleman, Chairman, called the
meeting to order, and N. P. Brown acted as Secretary. The Committee appointed at a
previous meeting reported that they had obtained subscription to the stock of the
proposed railroad as follows : No. Shares. Amt. Grass Valley, 1,348. $134,800. Nevada
City, 837. 83,700. 2,185 $218,500 On which 15 per cent, had been paid, amounting
from Grass Valley to $20,320, and from Nevada City $12,555. The Committee also
reported articles of incorporation in which the name adopted was the Nevada County
Narrow Gauge Railroad Company; capital stock $100,000, divided into 1,000 shares of
$100 ; principal place of business Grass Valley ; and seven Directors to serve for one
year, consisting of Jno. C, Coleman, Wm. Watt, Edward Coleman, and Jas. M.
Lakenan, of Grass Valley, and R. W. Tully, Niles Searls and T. W. Sigourney, of Nevada
City. After the adoption of the articles of incorporation and the election of the Board of
Directors, the stockholders, on motion, returned a vote of thanks to the members of
the Legislature from Nevada County for their efforts in procuring the passage of the
law granting the franchise under which the road is to be built. A vote of thanks was
also passed to Messrs. Searls, Watt, Dibble and others for their efforts in securing the



passage of the bill in the Legislature. On motion the Committee previously appointed
to receive subscriptions were authorized to continue to act.

Speeches of congratulation were made by Messrs. Searls, Watt and others on the
auspicious beginning of the enterprise, after which the meeting adjourned with the
expressed determination of the stockholders and Directors that the work should be
pushed to a speedy and successful termination. The Board of Directors elect will meet
at the office of Dibble & Byrne, in Grass Valley, on Tuesday next, for the purpose of
organization.

Objection to Chinese shareholders is not raised at this meeting. First shareholders book
(at Searls Library) includes the names of the Chinese shareholders. The original book
ends around April 5, 1874 as the last name in the book, John S. Gregory was noted in
the newspaper as purchasing a share. At this time the second shareholders book has
not been located.

April 29
Railroad Shareholders Meeting.

Among the stockholders were the names of several Chinamen, and Wm. Watt made
object to them having part or lot in the enterprise, and on motion from N. P. Brown the
names of the Chinamen were ordered stricken from the list of stockholders, and the
money they had paid be returned to them. Mr. Watt stated that he would increase his
subscription to the amount of stock held by the Chinese.

A Tale of Two Cities and a Train indicates this objection took place in March, however
the GV Union description of the meeting is from April. Objections to Chinese owning
shares in the railroad does not seem to last long as the Quong Hee Kee of Nevada City
owned stock certificate 495 which was lost in an 1884 fire. Further details of this
appear in legal documents from 1916.

1875.
February 2, 1875.

The engineers on the line of the railroad are "making the fur fly" in the way of
permanently locating the route. They want to get a good start on Knox & Turton, for
they know that the latter will travel rapidly when it comes to grading.

Turton & Knox was a railroad-contracting firm that built railroad grade throughout the
state. They were selected as the contractor for building the railroad from Colfax to 1 mile
from Grass Valley.

Unofficial.- A gentleman from Sacramento informs us that Turton & Knox have taken
the sub-contract to build the railroad from Colfax to Grass Valley. One of the firm told
him so. The Sacramento Union also said the same thing a short time since, but it was
contradicted. We presume, if it is a fact, that the parties mentioned have taken the job,
the reason it has not been made public, is that it would damage the interests of the
road.-Nevada Transcript



The Sacramento Union made no announcement of the kind, but the Sacramento Bee
did, and we correct the Bee at the time, because the contract with Knox & Turton had
not been made and because the principle contractor expected other bids to be
submitted. As soon as the Knox & Turton contract was signed we announced the fact.

February 5, 1875

The Railroad.-Affairs on the railroad are getting along well. Mr. Turton is at Colfax and
was yesterday engaged, with a team of men, in erecting the necessary boarding houses
for the employees of the subcontractors. A large number of carts and scrapers have
already been sent to Colfax, and in a few days horses and mules will be forwarded to
that place. It is now the intention to break ground on next Thursday, the 11th of this
month. We are not informed, from any authentic sources, as to how many men will be
employed on the work, but we understand that wherever there may be room for a man
to work to advantage, on the whole of the road, he will be given work. In two or three
weeks after making start of the work of grading, at least 500 men will be employed.
The road will be quickly graded and will be ready for track laying by the time the iron
can be placed on the ground, and the iron will be there just as soon as possible under
all the circumstances.

February 12th 1875

Breaking Ground.- We announced yesterday that ground had been broke, the day
before, near Colfax, on the Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad. The breaking did
not occur on Wednesday, as was announced from headquarters, but the ceremonies
were postponed until yesterday afternoon, at the hour of 2 o'clock. At last Col. Clarke
telegraphed us on Wednesday evening that on Thursday (yesterday) at the hour
named, the aforesaid breaking of ground would occur. We did not receive the telegram
in time to notify the boys here, and so no delegation from this place attended the
ceremonies. We know that Dennis McCarty's speech was an eloquent one.

Feb 13

The railroad contractors are throwing dirt at a lively rate down on the Colfax end of
the line.

Feb 19

Railroad.-Knox & Turton are pushing ahead at the work of grading. They have about
200 men at work now, and will increase the working force as rapidly as can be done.
They are putting up camps in several places so as to be ready to accommodate their
employes. Just now they are at work on the heavy cut which is just under the trestle
work of the Central Pacific road at Long Ravine. The ground here is very easy so far,
and scrapers are being used in moving the dirt. The Engineer and party are on this
side of the Bear River, having fully completed all work on the other side of that stream.
In a few days work on the tunnel-between Bear River and Greenhorn Creek will be
commenced. An agent for purchasing iron and securing locomotives has gone to the
east and will soon report as to the prospects there in procuring those things. The work
will be completed in the specified time.



February 23, 1875. Daily Alta California.
The Nevada County Railroad.

From the Nevada Transcript, Feb. 14th

The contractors, Messrs. Turton & Knox, have got fairly started in building the Nevada
County Narrow Gauge Railroad. They have erected their camps and commenced work
near the Central Pacific Railroad Company's bridge which crosses Long Ravine, being
two miles from Colfax. On either side of the bridge work is being done. Last week they
had their tents raised and everything ready for the commencement of lively work to-
day. Up to Saturday last they had about sixty men at work and thirty horses.
Yesterday they had 175 men and 70 horses at work. On Wednesday they expect to
have about 400 workmen, and the force will be Increased as fast as they can work
men to advantage. In a week or ten days it will be a great curiosity to visit the camp
and see the lively manner in which they throw the dirt. The line selected runs about as
follows : It leaves Colfax on the right or east side of the Central Pacific Railroad, (the
depot to be in about the same place where the stages now leave for this city, near or in
the place of the shed there,) and running on the slope of Rice's ravine, running nearly
parallel to that railroad, crossing under the Long Ravine bridge ; thence on the divide
between the head of the ravine down the eastern side of Long ravine, on the slopes of
the hill to Bear river. The road is located to Bear river, and the permanent location will
be completed to this city in a few weeks.

Feb 24th 1876

The working force on the narrow gauge railroad has been greeting increased within the
past few days.

The Railroad.- Work on the railroad is progressing in the most favorable manner. The
weather seems to have been sent on to suit the contractors. They could not have
better weather had they ordered it. This morning an additional force of 120 men will
be put to work at grading, which make the whole working force number 350. More
men will be put on just as soon as room for them to work can be made. The ground so
far has proved to be easy and it is thought that no hard ground will be found on all
the line of the road. The tunnel, it is supposed, will be through rock which can be
easily pierced.

These numbers do not differentiate between white and Chinese workers. They do help
track the number of employees from Turton & Knox had on the project.

March 2

Work On The Railroad.- We learn, from the very best authority, that yesterday morning
five hundred men went to work on grading the railroad between Colfax and Bear River.
That is to say that the working force has been increased to that number. The report
that reached here yesterday morning to the effect that the workingmen on the road
had a big row last Saturday night, and had refused to do anymore work is entirely
unfounded.



March 5

Workmen Wanted.- The Truckee Republican of the 3rd says: Sisson, Wallace & Co.
have orders for 1400 or 1500 workmen on the Grass Valley and Colfax road, and the
Southern Railroads of the State. This demand causes a lack of men to attend to the
immense wood business of the form in the vicinity of Truckee. Chinese labor is scarce,
despite the great hue and cry about Celestial Immigration. The State is being
thoroughly scoured for gangs of Chinamen to supply the various contracts of Sisson,
Wallace & Co. White labor is preferred if good, reliable workmen could be obtained.
Reasonable wages and steady employment would be given to any number of steady,
industrious workmen. The average Truckee "tramp" need not apply. Experience
teaches that this deplorable class of "workmen" will usually sell the ax, saw, sledge
and implements with which they are furnished to the first Chinaman they meet, and
with the "stake" thus obtained will "slope" to other localities to again seek employment.
Truckee is a good field for sober, hard-working men this Spring, but bummers and
loafers will please "go right away off."

This notice from Sisson, Wallace & Co. helps paint a picture of the era. Though white
labor was preferred, only GOOD white labor need apply. Truckee was a hub of
undesirables and considered a lesser city in comparison to Grass Valley and Nevada
City. Also note, the “Grass Valley and Colfax Road” does not refer to the railroad.

March 16

The Railroad.- We learn from J.J. Dorsey, who has been over on the line of the
railroad, and who had change of a gang of men, that work on the Narrow Gauge Road
is progressing well. There are between four and five hundred men at work, and all the
ground between Colfax and Bear River is occupied graders and culvert builders. More
men would be put on but for the lack of room in which they can work. As soon as Bear
River is passed by the graders, more men will be put to work, as there will be plenty of
elbow room and any number of men can be employed. Knox & Turton, the sub-
contractors, seem to understand their business and have bosses who are putting the
work through in the quickest manner. Gun powder, or Giant Powder, are made to do a
great deal of work which picks and shovels used to do, in the old times. These
explosives are used in open cuts and everywhere else, when dirt is to be moved. And
the powder loosens up the dirt in a wonderful way. Yesterday work was begun at the
tunnel which is between Bear River and Green Horn Creek. Knox & Turton have the
contract for running the tunnel, and they will be very apt to put the work through on
time. Bridge timbers, iron for the track and rolling stock for the road have been
arranged for and, no preventing Providence, all such things will be on hand within the
time that their use will be required. All things considered the work on the railroad is
progressing well.

April 4
The Narrow Gauge.- A trip over the railroad line, on Friday, enabled us to note the

progress made and making on the narrow gauge railroad. As we have before state, the
working force is principally located on the Colfax side of Bear River, where the heaviest



cuts and fills on the whole road are encountered. The line from Colfax to Bear River is
over very rough country, and requires almost continuous succession of cuts and fills,
some of which are very heavy pieces of work. The amount of rock and earth excavation
on this part of the line exceeds 150,000 cubic yards, being about one-third of the
estimated excavation on the whole road. The sub-contractors, Messer, Turton & Knox,
commenced work early in February, and have gradually increased their working force
until they now have upward of 400 men on their pay rolls. This force is distributed in
working parties from the town of Colfax to Long Ravine, which embraces the heaviest
part of the work. The work is well advanced throughout, and the finishing touches are
being given to some of the heaviest cuts and fills. The cut known as the "big cut" will
require about five weeks more for completion, by which time the track will be almost
continuously graded from Colfax to Bear River. The broken nature of the country on
this part of the route requires the building of numerous culverts from daring and
those are all most substantially built of rough dressed stone. The material for the road
is found most excellent, and up the usual settling of the track the road bed will be very
solid and permanent. In excavating but little sold rock is found ; in the "big cut" they
have a tough slate, and on other parts of the line considerable soft rock, which
shatters easily by means of the big bank blasts that are put in. Powder is made a very
effective agent in doing the work, and by the use of churn drills from 12 to 16 feet in
length, which makes holes which require three and four kegs of powder to fill, rock
provides a very slight impediment to the busy works. But little work of excavating the
approaches commenced. Necessarily this will be the slowest piece of work on the road;
but its magnitude is not such as to cause any doubt but that it will be completed by
the time they are ready to lay the rails. As the work is finished up on the Colfax side of
the river the workmen will be transferred to this side, and as the grading is generally
much lighter track will be made rapidly. At the present time about 100 horses are
being used, and purchases are being made of thirty or forty more, in order to still
further expedite the building of the road. From looking over the work, and observing
the system with which it is conducted, we were impressed that Messers, Turton &
Knox are the right men in the right place, and that they will drive the work through to
successful completion and easily within contract time. April 8th

Nevada County Narrow Gauge Meeting of the Stockholders.

Engineer’s Report.

Gentlemen:

In accordance with the provisions of the bylaws of your company I herewith submit
brief report of the progress made in the construction of your up to date. Your Board
having decided to let the contract to build and equip the road, plans and specifications
were gotten up in November of last year, and bidders were advertised for, which
resulted in the contract being let to Mr. M. F. Beatty; the contract was signed in
December. In January a sub-contractor grading, building culverts and track laying,
and ballasting, was let to Knox & Turton of Sacramento.

The Engineers of Contractor took the field on January 30th in charge of Mr. John F.
Kidder, and the weather being very favorable, rapid progress was made in that location
of the line. The line is at present time located to Grass Valley and some two miles
beyond, toward Nevada, and the whole line will be located in two week at the farthest.



Ground was broken by the sub-contractors on Thursday February 14th, and the
following day a force of men and scraper teams were at work on the big cut about 1
3/4 mile from Colfax. The force has been gradually increased and at the present time
there are at work about 300 Chinamen and some 50 or 60 white men, including stone
masons; also some 60 horses and carts.

April 20

Broke Ground.- Yesterday.

Mr. Michael Cloonan, who has a contract for grading the railroad one mile each way
from Grassy Valley, proceeded to break ground. Mr. Cloonan is an energetic worker,
and fully understands the business which he has undertaken. He will be on time in
finishing his portion of the work.

Grading between Grass Valley and Nevada City was sub-contracted out to local
contractors who were given 1 mile segments to build.

May 21

Railroad Brevities.- Turton & Knox have removed their main camp from being near the
"big cut" to Gable's near Bear River.

All the grading will be done between Colfax and Bear River by the last of the month,
excepting the "big cut," which may take a week longer.

The Mohawk Co's mill, on Bear River, has commenced sawing timbers for the Railroad
bridges and ties.

Ties for the railroad are now being delivered on the grade at Colfax from the Mohawk
mill.

Several gangs of railroad workmen have recently been transferred to the Nevada
county side of the Bear River.

Gangs of laborers are at work on both ends of the tunnel between Bear River and
Greenhorn Creek. The Bear River approach to the tunnel has been complete, and the
head is being driven. On the Greenhorn side they are making good headway with the
open cut.

A force of workmen will soon commence at Butterfly Creek, this side of Greenhorn.
The bridge builders are preparing for work on the trestling and the bridges across the
Bear River and Greenhorn.

Work on the grade between Grass Valley and Nevada will be commenced in a few days.

Butterfly Creek Trestle was located near what is now Bertino Rd, on the east side of
Hwy 174. The railroad eventually filled the trestle in with dirt, resulting in a high fill
with a culvert. During the winter of 2015-2016 this spot washed out and required
several months of work to remove the middle of the fill to prevent it from backing up.

May 25 1875

Railroad Progress

A day or two ago Messrs, Bates and Kidder, Engineers, made a tour of inspection of
the work on the Narrow Gauge Railroad, and our reporter accepted an invitation to
accompany them. The first point reached, where work was being carried on, was at the



tunnel between Greenhorn and Bear River. At this point is now located the
headquarters camp of Turton & Knox, the contractors, and what with the number of
tents, the large force of workmen horses, carts, wagons, and all the auxiliaries of
railroad building, the place presents a busy sense of life and animation. As we have
before stated, the eastern approach to the tunnel has been completed, and the work of
driving the header commenced. So far the rock in the tunnel been ___ safe, and
careful timbering is required. At the west approach a large force is at work with
scrapers, but horses and carts will soon be put to use, and the indicators are that
powder will act an important part in making this excavation. The engineers anticipate
that hard rock may be encountered before the hill is tunneled through, but so far the
material has been easy of removal. Several slides have occurred in the cut at the east
end of the tunnel, but they were not serious. Between the tunnel and Bear river, a
distance of half a mile or more, the work is well under way, and will be entirely
completed in a week or ten days, with the exception of one heavy fill, which will
require the best part of a month to finish on the Colfax side of the Bear river grading is
drawing rapidly to a close, and the present week will about see the work all done
except the “big cut,” which does not improve upon appearance. The rock is hard,
seamy, and lays badly for blasting. A bottom of thirty feet in length and some eight feet
in depth is yet to take out, which will require about three weeks time. From the “big
cut” to Colfax the grad is ballasted and ready for the rails. There is but one piece of
trestle-work on that side of the river, over a tributary of Lang Ravine, at Gabel's
orchard. This will be 400 feet long and 59 feet high at its highest part. Martin & Co., of
San Francisco, the contractors for building the bridges and trestling, have a large force
of carpenters at work upon the timbers for this piece of trestling, which will be put up
in a couple of weeks. They will then commence the framing of timbers for the Bear
river bridge. The carpenters are superintended by Mr. Kingsbury, an experienced
bridge builder, under whose immediate supervision much of this kind of work was
done on the Central Pacific Railroad. The size of the timbers used in the trestling at
Gabel's, gives evidence that this kind of work on the road will be very strong and
durable. The iron rods, bolts, plates, etc., for the different bridges and trestles will be
about twenty tons weight. A large part of this material has already been delivered at
Colfax, read for use. The timbering sawed at the Mohawk Company's new mill, on Bear
river, and their Clipper mill, one mile below Barker's ranch. The contractors for the
grading keep up their working force to the standard of about 400 men-more than one-
half of whom are now on this side of the river, and the remainder will be moved over
about the first of next week, with the exception of the two gangs working at the “big
cut.” The principle seat of operations, after the present week, for several months to
come, will be from Bear river to Greenhorn, where will be congregated from five to six
hundred men, in grading, tunneling and bridge building. Long before the expiration of
that time, however, a number of gangs of men will be transferred to this side of
Greenhorn Creek, where the light amount of grading to be done will enable them to
make track rapidly. Since the commencement of work up on the road, in the last week
in February, just three months ago, we have had a number of opportunities to note
the progress made, and we think we speak fairly within bounds when we say that the
entire road bed, from Colfax to Nevada, will be ready for the rails within four months
from this date, and the yearning and hope of our citizens through many years, to be
connected by rail with the grand system of railroads which is now spread over our
State as well as the whole Union, will be realized; and that speedily following this



event will come many benefits to the community which always follow the creation of
those important avenues of trade and travel.

May 26

The Other Tunnel.- Mr. Burns, the contractor for excavating the railroad tunnel
through the Town Talk ridge, between Grass Valley and Nevada, commenced work
yesterday with the men and teams upon the approach on the Nevada side of the ridge.
The working force will be increased as laborers can be procured, and soon the Town
Talk will be a scene of busy railroad operations.

The Town Talk tunnel was not part of the original survey, it was added by Kidder and
Bates after refining the initial survey as construction started on the south end. The
tunnel became a major issue in completing the railroad, which was expected to be
finished by the end of 1875. This is important to note because this delay was between
the local contractors, not Turton & Knox.

June 1

Moving To The Front.- Turton & Knox, the railroad contractors, have made another
forward movement with their laborers, and established a camp on Butterfly creek, on
the west side of Greenhorn, where they have set scrapers to work. The finishing
touches are being given in the grade on the Colfax side of the river, and two days more
will relieve the forces there, excepting the two gangs on the “big cut,” who expect now
to finish that job in ten days. The long trestle at Gables's is expected to be completed
by the last of this week.

Accident On The Railroad.- A day or two ago, a man named Frank Castigan, a boss on
the narrow gauge, working on the Greenhorn approach to the tunnel, was severely
injured by a blast. It seems that two holes had been put down to blast the bank, which
were charged with giant powder cartridges. The holes were close together and were
both fired at once, and Castigan supposing, from the report, that both had exploded
approached the bank to observe the effect, when a second explosion took place,
throwing the rock and dirt upon him and knocking him down. It was supposed for the
time that the sight of his right eye was destroyed, but he was immediately taken to
Sacramento, for medical treatment, by Mr. Turton, the contractor, who since reports
that there is a good chance to save the injured eye.

This appears to be the first accident of any type on the narrow gauge.

June 2, 1875. Sacramento Daily Union.

Fatal Accident.- The Nevada Transcript of June 1st records the following accident :
The workmen on the line of the narrow gauge railroad between this city and Colfax
have been remarkably fortunate in the matter of accidents until last week, Friday,
when one of the foremen, who's name has now slipped our memory, was quite
seriously injured by a powder explosion. A Chinaman had fixed a blast in one of the
two holes with which a fuse was connected, and, supposing that both holes had
exploded, the foreman approached, and, while stopping over to see what execution



had been done, the second blast injured him. Soon after the accident he was sent to
the railroad hospital at Sacramento, where he will receive treatment.

June 5

Westward.- The advance camps on the railroad is now in the Butterfly ranch, and the
grading is advancing rapidly. Hurrah!

June 6

Railroad.- Surveyor Kidder showed us a plot of the railroad survey yesterday, and from
it we see that nearly all the work of grading has been completed to Greenhorn Creek.
The tunnel there will be 280 feet long instead of 400, as was first surveyed. The rock is
very hard and the will require a considerable time to finish it. The tunnel between
Grass Valley and Nevada will be 400 feet long. Mr. Kidder tells us that he expects the
road will be finished and in running order by the middle of September, or at the very
latest, by the first of October—which latter will be one month ahead of contract time.

June 13

The Railroad.- Work on the narrow gauge railroad is getting along in a furious way.
The grading between Colfax and Bear river has been completed and is ready for the
ties and iron, with the exception of some of the trestle work. The trestles, however,
have all been framed and parts of them have been raised. In a few days those trestles
will all be standing. The tunnel between Bear river and Greenhorn creek is being
driven at the rate of three feet each day, and will be completed in time. Getting out
timbers for the Bear river and Greenhorn bridges is progressing favorably.

June 30

Railroad.- The railroad tunnel between Greenhorn creek, and Bear river is now in 63
feet, and is progressing at the rate of three feet a day. In about two weeks work on
both ends of the tunnel will be in operation, and then six feet per day will be the
progress. That part of the work will be completed at an early day.

July 10th

Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad.
Gus Markham, writes from Grass Valley to the Monterey Herald about our railroad,
and as he is of the engineer corps, we give an extract from his letter, dated June 27th:

As soon as it is demonstrated that a railroad could be built the contract for locating,
engineering, building and equipping the entire road, irrespective of rights of way, was
let by the Company for $150,000 to Mr. M.F. Beatty, backed by Hon. Thos. Finley, the
well known Nevada county banker, and popular candidate before the Democratic
Convention for Governor of California, to whom the credit of building the road is
principally due. In January last Mr. Beatty appointed our mutual friend and well
known engineer, Mr. J.F. Kidder, to the post of Chief Engineer of Construction, with



orders to go ahead with the work, and to build the road properly through not one cent
should be made. According on the first of February Mr. Kidder commence locating and
twenty days thereafter Messrs. Turton & Knox, the well known contractors,
commenced the work of grading with a force of 200 Chinese, which force was soon
raised to 500, the present number of men, white and Chinese, employed on the road.

July 17

Brevities.-

The railroad is getting along famously. The tunnel between Bear River and greenhorn
is now in 105 and the ground is very favorable for rapid work. The Bear River bridge is
being pushed ahead with all energy. Mr. Kidder, Chief Engineer of Construction,
informs us that he could desire no better condition of the railroad situation.

July 21

Railroad Items.- The headquarters of Knox & Turton, contractors for the Nevada
County Narrow Gauge Railroad, have been established at Gelsendorffer's mill (Barker's
Ranch) 7 1/2 miles by the line of the railroad from Grass Valley. Grading from Colfax
to that place has been nearly completed, and in five days from this the grading that far
will be entirely done. The tunnel between Greenhorn Creek and Bear River is now 110
feet on one end and heading at the other end has been started. One pier on the bridge
will be completed by Tuesday night; the pier being 68 feet high. Between Grass Valley
and Nevada city work, as far as contracts have been let, is progressing well. A contract
for one mile of grading between the Town Talk tunnel and Nevada city, the contract
commencing at the cut north of the tunnel, has been let to T. L. Hughes. Between the
Hughes contract and Nevada city the contract for grading has been let to W. J. Organ.
Mr. Organ has also the counteract for the trestle work from the Town Talk tunnel into
Nevada city. In a few days a contract will be let from near Grass Valley to the south
end of the approach of the Town Talk tunnel.

July 29

All Along The Line.- Working forces are now distributed all along the unfinished
portion of the railroad line, and the most satisfactory progress is now making and will
continue to be made until the entire line is finished. With the exception of the Bear
River and Greenhorn creek bridges, and the tunnel between those streams, the road is
graded from Colfax to the lower end of the Barker ranch, and the graders are now at
work as far up as the Buena Vista ranch. An advance party has also been set to work
at Kress' place, the summit, three miles from town, where some tolerably heavy but
easy cutting is to be done. This is all on Knox & Turton contract, and team is rapidly
with which they are driving their work, it will be but a few weeks until they close up
their portion to the Union Hill. Cloonan who has a mile each way from Grass Valley to
grade, is driving along steadily, and has his work toward Union Hill well advanced.
The contract for grading from the Idaho mine to the Town Talk tunnel, which is
through ground of easy excavation. Beyond the tunnel, to Nevada City, contracts for
grading have been let to Thos. Hughes and to W.J. Organ, both of whom have
commenced operations, and will have the track ready for the ties by the time ht e
track laying force can reach them. A large number of ties have been sawed and a



portion delivered upon the track. The bridge work is going on steadily, and both piers
over the Bear River have been erected; but at present it looks as if the road will be
graded before the bridges are completed. The engineers pronounce the general
progress of the work as very satisfactory, and have entire confidence that the road will
be opened within contract time.

Aug 14

Railroad Items.-Work on the Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad is progressing
very favorably. The tunnel between Greenhorn creek and Bear river is completed for
the distance of 191 feet, leaving 100 feet yet to be constructed. Grading from Colfax to
the west of Buena Vista ranch has been completed. The cut, 10 feet deep, at George
Kress' place has been finished. At Bear river both piers for the bridge have been
completed and workmen are now putting up "false work" for the purpose of raising the
Howe truss bridge. The whole of the work at Bear river will be completed by the first
day of September next. Knox & Turton, contractors, have moved their headquarters
camp to ??ng's, five miles east of Grass Valley. Michael Cloonan is busy in grading
grounds for the Grass Valley depot and is also making the fill near the Eureka mine.
Cloonan's part of the work is getting along well. At the Nevada city end of the road,
and at the Town Talk tunnel work is progressing in the most satisfactory manner.

Aug 22, 1875

At Work.- Messrs. Turton & Knox, of Sacramento, are determined to push the Tehama
and Colusa branch railroad to completion as early as possible. They have a large force
of men at work outside of Woodland, and this morning forty more Chinamen were sent
out to add to the number. Sacramento Bee Aug. 20th.

This item is a reminder that Turton & Knox had other projects throughout the state.
When the contract for the NCNG grading was up, Turton & Knox would move their
camps and employees to the next project.

Aug 25th.

The Railroad.- The Nevada Transcript says: Quite a large force of men and horses have
been put to work not he tunnel near the toll house, on the Grass Valley road. The
contractor is going to do his level best to have the work done on time. On all other
parts of the route the work is being crowded. Talbot & Canfield have about finished
their job, which connects with the work let to Thomas L. Hughes. The prospect is very
good for the entire completion of the work and the cars running into Nevada City by
the 1st day of November.

Aug 28.

Around Town.- The atmosphere of Grass Valley was a little blue yesterday, and the
people here had pretty generally long faces. Almost every man in town looked like he
had lost some near and dear friend. This was all owing to the suspension of the Bank
of California, and the money panic in San Francisco.



The panic of course was felt here. Yesterday the banking house of Thomas Findley &
Co. was not opened, a notice on the door giving the information that owing to the
suspension of the Bank of California, Findley & Co's bank would remain closed for a
few days. We heard many express themselves on the street in approval of the course
taken by Messrs. Findley & Co. In that way a run was avoided and all the creditors of
the bank are protected alike, no advantage being given to the man or men who got to
the bank at the earliest hour. Meanwhile it is perfectly well understood that the firm of
Findley & Co. is perfectly solvent. The firm consists of Mr. Findley alone, and he has
ample resources, outside of his banking business, to make good all demands. And his
banking business itself has plenty of assets to square up with all creditors. We believe
that by Monday next Findley & Co. will be again transacting regular banking business.

It is important to understand not only the goings on of the railroad, but those of the
region. In August 1875, W C Ralston president of the Bank of California was found dead
after going for a swim in the ocean. The death is ruled a suicide. Ralston was reportedly
involved in many mining deals of questionable intent. His death creates a bank panic
throughout the West and ultimately a regional recession, the second such economic
collapse since the completion of the Transcontinental Railroad. This event changed the
course of California history, leading to the failures of multiple local banks and loss of
Junding for other railroad projects in the state. The NCNG was spared this fate thanks to
the smart planning of Thomas Findlay, who keep the railroads money in an isolated
account in his bank.

Sept 5

Killed In The Tunnel.- Friday evening last the night foreman on the railroad tunnel
between Greenhorn and Bear River, was instantly killed by a cave in the tunnel. The
name of the man was Darnell-we could not get his first name. The day foreman
warned Darnell that the ground was dangerous, but the latter expressed himself as
perfectly confident that everything was safe. In a few minutes after the cave occurred
with fatal result.

Sept 16

Railroad Items.- Freight trains are arriving at Colfax daily with large quantities of iron
for our narrow gauge railroad. The depot grounds are filled with iron, ties, cars and
other railroad material..... It required six freight cars to transport the two engines and
their connections from the East. Each engine is of 20 ton weight They were
manufactured at the celebrated Baldwin Locomotive works, Philadelphia. An engineer
form that establishment is here, and ready to set them up.....The track laying force is
being organized at Colfax to commence the work of laying the rails........ The Bear river
and Greenhorn tunnel is completed..... The Bear river bridge will be completed this
week.

NOTE: ...... is not added by me, rather, it is sic

Sept 21



The track laying has commenced on the narrow gauge. No silver spikes were used, but
Dennis McCarty was there to see that the usual observations upon such an important
occasion were not neglected.

Railroad Items.- Track laying was commenced on the Narrow Gauge at Colfax on
Friday last, and the main and side tracks have been put down in the railroad yard.
Five miles of iron has been delivered at Colfax, and more is arriving daily. One of the
locomotives, (the Grass Valley), has been set upon the drivers, and she will steam up
about the last of the week. This is said to be the best finished engine that has been
sent to the Pacific coast; and is a most credible piece of work to the Baldwin Works,
Philadelphia, where it was manufactured. The Bear River Bridge is completed, and Mr.
Kingsbury has transferred his force of carpenters to the Greenhorn bridge, where work
has been commenced. Large quantities of lumber is being delivered for this bridge
daily. The grading forces are making good headway at all points on the line where
grading remains to be done.

Sept 24

As the railroad grading is being closed up some of the contractors are reducing their
force. A number of discharged men we in town yesterday.

Oct 2

Closing Up.- The work of railroad grading in the vicinity is drawing to a close. Cloonan
has finished his mile each way from town, with the exception of a cut on the hill near
the depot grounds, and this will be completed by the last of next week. The railroad
yard is graded and there is room for main and side tracks and the necessary
buildings. Near the sulphuret works the forces of Turton and Knox are working at all
the cuts remaining to be done, and in two weeks they will have entirely finished their
grading contract. Between Grass Valley and Nevada the grading is well advanced, and
should be all completed in about three weeks, with the exception of the Town Talk
tunnel; and this job, in the hands of the new contracts, is making very satisfactory
progress.

Turton & Knox’s grading contract is expected to be finished within two weeks. This is a
full 7 months before the railroad was completed. The Sulphuret works mentioned here is
east of Grass Valley near the location of the circus train wreck in 1893.

Oct 10, 1875.

Turton and Knox have finished their contract for grading, and are now engaged
exclusively in the work of track laying and in "surfacing up" the track as far as it has
been laid. They have sent 100 of their hands, heretofore employed in grading, over to
the Colfax end of the line, and these will be employed at "surfacing up" the track.

M. Cloonan has finished his contract, for grading the road bed, one mile each way
from Grass Valley, and he is now engaged in grading for the turn-table and engine
house at the Grass Valley depot. Mr. Carter will be in Grass Valley next week, for the
purpose of putting up the turn-table.



Peter Brunstetter has the contract for building the engine house, the passenger and
freight depot, at this place, and he will finish the work in the shortest possible time.

At the Nevada city end of the line work is progressing favorably. Canfield and Talbot
have finished their grading contract: W. J. Organ's grading contract is completed,
excepting the trestle work at Gold Flat, and all the timbers are there and ready for that
part of the work; T. L. Hughes will complete his part of the grading work in about three
weeks; the Town Talk tunnel is making fine progress.

At Greenhorn creek work is going on rapidly, in the way of bridge building. The two
piers were finished last evening, and all the men who can find room to work on the
bridge are employed. It is calculated that the Greenhorn bridge will be finished in two
weeks time.

Track laying from Colfax this way is going ahead steadily, and last night the track
layers reached Bear rive(sic), a distance of about three miles. It is safe to predict that
the track will be laid to Grass Valley depot by the 15th of next month, and soon after
that time will be ready for business.

The platform for the transfer of freight and passengers and the necessary sheds at
Colfax station are complete.

Oct 14

Stop It.

It is about time to stop the cry about Chinamen. They are here, and while an average
American can employ a Chinaman cheaper than he can a white man, the Chinaman
will get the job. We know of some white men who have never employed Chinamen and
probably never will, but such non-employers are not in the habit of railing at other
folks for getting cheap services out of John. We have heard men denounce Chinese
labor and at all that while at the very same time a Chinaman was preparing the next
meal for the man who was doing the denouncing. What is wanted in this world
generally, and on this Chinese question particularly, is more sincerity and less jaw
bone; more action in accordance with principle and less talk to capture the prejudiced.

The NCNG was built before California passed Anti-Chinese laws and before the Chinese
Exclusion act of the 1880s. On multiple occasions the editor of the Grass Valley Union
commented negatively toward the growing anti-Chinese mob mentality in Sacramento.
The Union’s editor preferred legal solutions over violence.

Oct 27



Railroad.- Yesterday afternoon the Directions of the Nevada County Narrow Gauge
Railroad held a meeting. We suppose the meeting was held in consequence of the
suspension of the bank of Findley & Co., that house having been in some extent the
financial agents of the Company. It has been ascertained that the suspension
embarrasses the Railroad Company but little and the worst result is only a short delay
of the completion of the road. The money belonging to the road is intact. The Directors
will hold another meeting next Tuesday, when a full and satisfactory report and
adjustment of affairs is expected.

Nov 11.

Railroad.- Yesterday was pay day for the Nevada County Narrow Gauge R.R., and all
the sub contractors were paid up in full to date. The amount paid out was in the
neighborhood of $20,000. We understand that no sub-contractor has quit work on the
road. There may be a short delay in the procurement of iron for the blanche of the
way, but it is thought, and certainly hobbled, that the delay will be very short. The
Directors held a meeting yesterday.

Dec 3

The Railroad.-Turton & Knox have a large force of men who are at work on the railroad
whenever the opportunity to do so, between showers, occurs. Damages by the late
heavy storms have been repaired out as far as the Bear River bridge, from Colfax.
There is a supply of iron at Colfax and more is on the way to that point, and all that is
needed for the construction of the track has been secured and will be on hand as
rapidly as it is needed. Ties from Alta, on the Central Pacific Railroad, are now being
received at Colfax. There will be no delay on account of iron or ties, or on any other
account, save and except very violent storms of rain or snow. The depot building at
Grass Valley has been finished, with the exception of painting. At Nevada city the
foundation for the freight depot has been laid and the frame for the passenger depot is
ready to be put together. About one hundred feet of the Town Talk tunnel remains to
be finished.

Dec 12

Railroad.- On Friday last fifteen hundred feet of railroad track stretched out toward
Grass Valley, and yesterday three thousand feet were laid. The good weather is being
utilized. Mr. Kidder, Superintendent of construction, is at the front and Turton &
Knox, contractors, are pushing work to the utmost.

Dec 23
The Railroad.- The narrow gauge is growing along towards Grass Valley, from its root
at Colfax, in pretty good style. On Tuesday last about 3000 feet of track was laid and

yesterday the track-layers put down 3500 feet. The track is something less than a
distance of six miles from this place, and work is crowded every day.

December 29



The severe storms of the last few days have interfered with track laying on our
railroad.

Dec 30

The Railroad.- The weather has been so confounded bad for the last three or four days
that track laying had to be suspended. The ground is in a sticky condition and a
shovel can not be worked to advantage. There is plenty of material on hand for
finishing the road, and the workmen are watching every moment in order to pitch in
and do the work of track laying. The road is all right and will come into town as soon
as possible. “Wait for the wagon and all will take a ride.”

1876.
Jan ?

The Railroad.- The railroad track is laid to Kress' house a little over three miles, by the
line of the road, from Grass Valley. The weather yesterday was not of the kind to
encourage tracklaying. We heard a well posted man make a small bet yesterday that
Grass Valley would be reached before the 15th of this month and we hope he will win
that bet.

Jan 14.

Railroad.- The railroad track layers did famous yesterday. They put down 3,500 feet of
track. The road is now ironed to Hooper's place, which is one half miles from town, on

the line of the railroad. A number of citizens went out to the front yesterday to see how
things were getting along, and to greet the locomotives and the road builders.

Jan 14 1876.

The Railroad. The railroad is close by town and may get into the corporate limits
thereof this day. Yesterday Mr. Turton of the contractors, played to a full house while
he was having the track put down. To-day there will be a big crowd out at the railroad
to see how the track is laid.

Jan 16

Weather and the railroad.- The weather for the past week has been of first-class style.
It seems to have been made to the order of the railroad contractors. The said
contractors have taken advantage of the weather and have pushed work rapidly. The
track-layers stopped last evening between 400 and 500 feet from the Grass Valley
depot. The weather, last night, promised to be somewhat hostile, as the barometer fell
rapidly yesterday. A pound north wind, however, would cause much failing, and the
north wind is a carrying institution. The engine will be into town by Monday night,
unless a heavy rain comes along.

Jan 22



Brevities.-
No Track laying on the railroad yesterday. Railroad ties and iron do not seem to fit in
the snow very well.

Jan 30

The camp of the railroad laborers was moved up toward Grass Valley yesterday. The
work of ballasting and track laying will go along right rapidly. We hope to hear of
freights coming over the road at an early day.

Feb 3

The Railroad.- The track-layers on the narrow-gauge did good work yesterday. They
reached the dump pile of the Eureka mine, and made a side-track there, so as to
obtain the splendid stone from the pile for ballasting purposes. The track then started
out toward Nevada City, and went right lively-not like lightning, unless lightning has
been known to jump at something less than a mile an hour. The Nevada City folks can
begin to prepare to welcome the Iron pony in a very few days.

The Eureka Mine was located west of the Idaho Maryland on the opposite side of the
creek near Spring Hill Dr.

Feb 6

Railroad.- The construction force on our railroad is still busy in ballasting and
widening the road between this place and Colfax. About Tuesday next the track laying
will be resumed, up toward Nevada city. The V flume is now sending down ties, and
iron will be brought up to the front on Monday and Tuesday.

Since the contract let to Turton & Knox did not include the segment from 1 mile outside
Grass Valley to Nevada City their employees were kept busy elsewhere on the line.

March 17

The Railroad.- Work was pushed yesterday on the railroad, and grand work was done.
We understand that the cars will go to Colfax today, and there is a probability that a
load of freight will be brought back as far as Grass Valley depot. The contractor seems
disposed to haul some freight. The N.C.N.G.R.R Company are not, as yet, engaged in
the freighting business, but there is nothing to prevent the contractor from doing that
kind of accommodation to the people of this part of the county.

The Union further reports that the Contractor (Turton & Knox) does indeed run freight
trains before the line is handed over to the railroad Directors. It is unclear what
employees were used for these operations.

April 2



e—Yesterday’s Nevada Transcript says : The citizens meeting on Thursday evening,
convened to discuss the propriety of discouraging further immigration to this State
from China, was largely attended. The District Court room was packed full, as well as
the rooms and hall connected with it. The meeting was called to order by Frank Potter,
who stated the object of the gathering. Jonathan Clark was chosen Chairman, and E.
M. Preston, Secretary. A committee of five on resolutions was appointed, consisting of
B. J. Watson, Nilas Searls, Geo. S. Hupp, W. D. Long, J. M. Walling and Frank Potter,
who were instructed to report at an adjourned meeting, which was bold last night.
Speeches were made by Hupp, Searls, Potter, Long, Weare, Cross, Davis and others,
when the meeting adjourned to meet at the same place last evening.

Railroad.- Work on the railroad is going ahead with all possible rapidity. Both engines
and the entire force of the workmen are engaged in ballasting the road between this
place and Colfax. If nothing in the shape of the bad weather or bad accident occurs
between this time and next Saturday the road will be completed to Grass Valley. After
that all the force of locomotives and men will be put on the road between this place
and Nevada City.

April 11th, 1876

Railroad. - The railroad was completed to Grass Valley yesterday, with the exception of
about 350 feet of ballasting. It will take about an hour to do that part of the work, and
then between Grass Valley and Colfax every part of the railroad will be in working
order. In a day or two the mails and passengers will be carried on the railroad from
Grass Valley to Colfax. In a week or two the same will be done from Nevada City to
Colfax.

April 13

The Railroad.- Thursday afternoon last the Directors of the Nevada County Narrow
Gauge Railroad held a long session. The directors accepted, as completed, from the
Contractor, that part of the railroad which lies between Colfax and Grass Valley. The
road will be put in operation on Monday next, and will do a freight and passenger
business, on and over that day. We presume that the mails and express will also be
carried over the road at the same time, but as to that we have no definite information.
The road as far as completed is in most excellent condition and rapid transit can be
made over it. Work of finish the road between this place and Nevada city is being
forwarded with all possible speed. The “last spike” ceremonies will soon take place at
Nevada City.

This completes the contract let to Turton & Knox.
May 11

Last spike driven in Nevada City.



Final Thoughts on the Construction Era.

The Chinese workers who built the grade of the railroad from Colfax to Grass Valley
were employees of Turton & Knox, a contracting firm based out of Sacramento,
California. Though often reported that the Chinese who built the railroad were

“excluded” from the final spike driving, there is no evidence they were working on the
railroad at the time. Without hard evidence to the contrary, these workmen moved to
another contract job by their employer nearly a month before final spike was driven.

Though there was initial opposition to Chinese shareholders, this situation changed
under currently unknown circumstances. In 1916 the railroad confirmed that one of the
names stricken from the books (Qwong Hee Kee) did own the share he subscribed to by
1884 when it was lost in a fire at Nevada City. [ Document in Andrew Brandon
Collection].

1877.
Jan 9, 1877

NCNG Report for 1876 [Abridged]

The following table will show the amount of construction work performed on the road

th st
from April 17 to December 31 , inclusive, and the total cost of same:

Woodshed, Colfax

Passenger platform

St'n bld'ing, for stage shed,

House, section base, sec, no. 1

House, Chinamen

House, roots

House, bridge watchman, You Bet side track

House Chinamen, Sec No 2

House tools

House, Chinamen Sec No 3

Five new culverts through embankment

Six cattle guards

Eight road crossings

Wagon road bridge

Water barrels, platform for same and pipe on Gable's Bear River, Greenhorn and
Shipley's bridges.

Ballasting wagon grounds at Grass Valley

Ballasting wagon grounds at Nevada

The total cost of the above work belonging to the construction dep't is.... $18,040.89
Less amt duct'd from contractors $2,082.25

It is possible some of the of the Chinese men employed by Turton & Knox remained in
the area after the contract was complete. Among the expenditures and improvements
made to the railroad after it was received from the contractors were three section houses
for Chinese track workers. The most probable answer is they were local residents hired
by the railroad directly.
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thr\a HC‘C‘. Kee
Sucx‘ C—L\un?

July 27th, 1916.

@
Rf@ Len ]a ;ﬂq. 3
City Attorne/s nirice,
Beam “ruuncicoo, Gulifornles -

Ny desr Robirt: Quong hus Fee, a Chinese now residing in
China wea: the ommex of o “::x:;'?ﬁ??‘“i?;&%ﬁ for one ghure of the gupltal
stock of the Wevada County Warrow pougc pailromd Co.. Thip certif-
“feate was dentroyaed in a fire which rned the store of the holder
in Tew Chinatown, this cdiy, soue yours ago. Busy Che ng, &
eliznt of mine, e a Chin e NDecd for this steck, 7T 1s written
in Chincee, wnd he is the honn fide owner of thu shook,

we can prove the destru otion of the original eertificete hy
af fidavit, ard, If neceussary, furnish bond againat itz return.

Will you please take fthis up with the City office of the
Nevada County warrow auuge peailrvad Co snd huve & now certificate
for the stock ispued to Su y Chung. Suey Chung may call on you
for the cortificate s you can send 1t to me, Thanking you for
your attention to this mutter, I am

Yours very itruly,




NROBERT M. SEARLS
ATTORNEY AT LAW
206XEK City HavL

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL..

August 4,1916.

I
¢

Mr. Fred Searls,
Nigvada City,Cal.

Dear Father:-~

Pursuant to your request of the 27th ult.
I called on the Secretary of the Nevada County Narrow
Gauge Company and astertained from him that certificate
No.495 is standing on the company's books in the name
of Quong Hee Kee. Upon your supplying an affidavit
proving the féot of the destruction of the original
cortificate, together with a sworn translation ot the
Chinese deed to Suey Chung, and a surety bond in the
amount of $100.00, a new certificate will be issued in
the name of Suey Chung and sent to you. If practical
the original deed in Chinese should be attached to the
foreign translation, or at least & copy thereof.

Trust that you are well and making things
go without your junior partner for s week or two. No
particular news here.

With best wishes, I am, sincersely,




qu ,/y g‘/ﬁ-e/‘.c
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\“/f 4 7’2’.’/{5?53
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Nevada City, Cal. Ocpober §, 1916,

Robert ¥. Searls Esq.,
Atlorncy at Law,

206 City Ball,

Ban Frunciseo, Calif.

My denr Robert: This will dntroduce to you Mr. Suey Chung
of Washington, Nevada County, Californis, claimant to Curtificute
No 49% of the Capital Stoek of the Nevads County Narrow gauge Railw
road Company, & corperation, concerning which 1 have writ-en to
you and about which certificate you wrote me August 7th, 1916,
giving insiructions. ¥ have a copy of your letter.

I have prepared zn affidavit signed hy W¥f, Buey Chung-giving
the facts of the desiruction of this certifiocate. Jiee goe of the
firm of Quong wee Kce €rom whom he bought the cersificate of stock
is in China and I doubt if his affidnvit eould be obtaincds Buey
Chung knows the facts onmly upbn infarmctiom and hellef.

(Ps:J0N) Yours very truly,




W qHm BX OX CRRATIFICATI MC. 455 of the Nevuda

Couhty Narrow pauge Ral lroad Company, a corporation.

STATE OF @ALIFORN IA ) )

COUNTY OF }-;‘EVADA )

SUEY CHUNG being first duly sworn, deposes and says: That he
is the owner of Certificate Xo 495 of the Nevada County warrow E«m;p;a
Raiiwoad Company, representing one share of the capital stock of
the sald Company.

That he bought the szld CGertificate No 495 from the Chinese
firm of Quong wee yee Co. of Wevada City, California. The said
certificate was burned in a fire which destroyed the etore of Qgong
Wee Co. in Wew China Town, Wevada City, California, about the year
1884, zs affiant is informed and helieved.

That the sald firm of Quong mee yec gave affiant a paper written
in Chinese conveying to affiant the egaid Gertificate of Stock.
That the saild Certifitcate of stock was never actually delivered toi
affiant. That he has never sold to any other person, firm or v
corporation the sald certificate No 495 and he is still the owner
of the same; that he purchased the same for wvalue, to-wit: the smd
of One Mu ndred Dollarws. :

Affiant submits herewitih a translation of the Chinese instru=-

ment in writing conveying to him the sald gertificate of stock.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 5th dyy of nactober,
1916,

Notary Public, Nevada
County, Culifornia.



Nevada City, Cal. Nov. 18, 1916

R . . 8earls Esq.,
206 City Hall,
San Francisco, Calif.

Daar Bobh: Suey Chung was in the office yostordygy aund h owed
me a letter which he had just received refurring to the Certificate
of Stock in the Nevada County Narrow Gauge Ruilreoad Co. Thia was
the firet we knew that there had been two certificates isaucd. We
were under the impressiion that only one certificate had been igsued
and that that was $he one which was destroycd in the fire of 1884.

Susy Chung say:s that he never recelved a certificute from Quong
Heo Kee and that Quong Hee yee hap lopt the certificete which was
i.gued in 1906. He asxures us that the written instrument, writ-
ten in Chinege, conveyecd the wvertificate to him. I suprose you have
sgen & translation of this., We told him to have one made. He is
willing to give a bogd to hold the Narrow gauge Co. harmless in
case thils certificate should turn upe 1 am quite confident that
Quong Hee ypee logt or destrayed the same., It would invol¥e consider
dble treuble and & great deal of delay te try to write to Quong Hee
Kee who is “"somewhers in China® and I hepe that you can arrange to
have the secretary of the Nevada County Warrew Guuge Co. lssue =a
new cgertificate,te Suey Chung., Ho has moved to Vallejo and will
¢all upon you in & few days.

Mr. DuBols has rdised a quection with rsgard to the selling of
water and which I have been unable te answer as yet. He wants to
know 1f he cun sell water in vwholesale quantitiee at a lower rate
thatt that of its published retail rates. 1 know that the nuilroad
Coranigelon 48 opposed to any deviation from the published rates, usa
discussed in its Decisions Vol. 2, page 73 et seq. This decision
however is expreosly excepted from applying to rates varying be-
cause of the quantity ete. Therefore, I would imply that the cowme
migsion does not objuocet to vurlations because of quantity or time
of deliwvery. However, I have becn unable to find any decisions whic)
expressly uphold such a plan. It appears to me that this would be
a Teir mehtod of selling and not in conflict with any of the policief
of the railroud comniseslon.

%e have only the first two volumeg of therailroud Coemmission
docisfone and so I am unable to look any further. I wish you
world please look through theted of the volumes or from your own
knowledge of the subjcct and tell me whether or not it would be
poguible to enter into some such contract.

What does the Commis:ion mean by "published rates®? Is it
possible to publish retes which would show reduced rates on whole=

nle quantities,




NROVBERT M. SEARLS
ATTORNEY AT LAW
415 City HaLL
SAN FRANCISCO, Cal..

November 21,1916,

Carrol Searls, Esq.,
Attorney-st-Taw,
Nevadse City,Cale.

ir

Dear Dent:-~

Yours of November 18th at hand. I doubt very much
whether the railroad company will issue & new certificate to
Suey Chung in view of the unfortunate mistake in his affidavit
of facts. It will require something more than a hunch on his
part that this last certificate is lost and cannot be surrendered
but I will see what I can do.

With respect to the proposition made by Mr. DuBois I took
this matter up with counsel for the Pacific Gas & Electric Company
without mentioning names, of course, with a view to finding out
what their experience had been. Under Section 63b of the Publie
Utilities Aect of 1915 (Stats.1915,p.1569) a utility has a right
to file & reduced rate with the Commission and the same will
become effective within thirty days unless the Commission objects
thereto. Mr. Cutten tells me that he has never known of a case
where the Commission objected to & decrease in rates. The
difficulty, he suggests, 1s likely to be practical rather than
legel, If the consummers to whom the company should furnish
water at reduced rates can under any circumstances be considered
as people who would be entitled to a delivery of water it will
be practically impossible to discontinue this service in the
future even if your contract with them provides for any dis-
continuance.

Cutten tells me that P. G.& ¥, had a case in Paradise
Valley where they were furnishing water to farmers under such
an agreement, containing & reservation that they might some day
divert it for hydro-electric genseration, but that day never
arrived. They were forced, not only to abrogate that contract
upon complaint of the farmers, but also to deliver to other
consummers water which they were holding for hydro-electrie
use. The Commission seems to have taken the point of view
that a public utility is obliged to furnish service to any
consummer slong 1its line and cannot reserve water which is needed
by such consummers for other intended uses of its owvm in the
future. This is apparently a usurpation of the right of con-
tract ffg'all the Commission has to do is to make & finding

*




that its consummers are entitled to water delivery and you
could never upset it on review.

I therefore suggest: First; That it would be entirely
legal for the Excelsior Commany to prepare a schedule of rates
lower than those now charged, based upon conditions of service
which would affect only the class of consummers to whom the
rates were intended to be granted and file such & schedule with
the Commission., The same would thereupon become effective within
thirty days after such filing. Care should be exercised in draw-
ing the schedule so as to avoid any appesarance of preference to
individuals, although the conditions prescribed might very well
limit 1t as a matter of fact to the individuals whom it is in-
tended to supnly.

Sacond : That if the company should take this action
it would thereby obligate itself to serve these individuals
in perpetuity, notwithstanding any agreement it might make
with these particulasr individuals as to limitations on the part
of service.

With best wishes, YQ”%T truly

&
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CITY OF NEVADA CITY
ACTION MINUTES
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF DECEMBER 08, 2021

NOTE: This meeting is available to view on the City’s website www.nevadacityca.gov — Go to Quick
Links and Click on Agendas & Minutes and find the Archived Videos in the middle of the screen. Select
the meeting date and Click on Video to watch the meeting. For website assistance, please contact
Gabrielle Christakes, Deputy City Clerk at (530) 265-2496, ext 133.

- City Council Meetings are available on DVD. To order, contact City Hall - cost is $15.00 per DVD.
- Closed Session Meetings are not recorded.

CLOSED SESSION —
None

REGULAR MEETING - 6:33 PM - Call to Order
NISENAN TRIBE RECOGNITION
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Roll Call: Present: Mayor Strawser, Vice Mayor Fleming, Council Members Minett and Petersen
Absent: Council Member Ferndndez

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA:

Action: Motion by Strawser, seconded by Fleming to adopt the agenda as presented.
(Approved 0-0, - Roll call votes ayes; Minett, Strawser, Petersen, Fleming

PRESENTATIONS:
1. Planning Commission Appointment—Oath of Office
BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR:

PUBLIC COMMENT (Per Government Code Section 54954.3)
Please refer to the meeting video on the City’s website at www.nevadacityca.gov.

CONSENT ITEMS:

1. Action Minutes November 10, 2021 Regular Meeting
Recommended Action: Review and approve




2. Action Minutes December 1, 2021 Special Meeting
Recommended Action: Review and approve

3. Accounts Payable
Recommended Action: Receive and file

4. Fire Activity Report—October 2021
Recommended Action: Receive and file

5. Police Activity Report—November 2021
Recommended Action: Receive and file

6. Building Activity Report—January 2021-November 2021
Recommended Action: Receive and file

7. Consideration of Adoption of Resolution No. 2021-44: A Resolution of the City Council
of the City of Nevada City Making the Legally Required Findings to Continue to Authorize
the Conduct of Remote “Telephonic” Meetings During the State of Emergency
Recommended Action: Reconfirm resolution

8. Consideration of Memorandum of Understanding between the County of Nevada and
the City of Nevada City for Affordable Housing Master Plans
Recommended Action: Authorize the city manager to sign the Memorandum of Understanding between
the County of Nevada and the City of Nevada City for Affordable Housing Master Plans and approved the
city’s participation in Nevada County’s proposed Professional Drafting, Architectural, and Engineering
Services for Affordable Housing Master Plans

9. Second Reading of Ordinance 2021-09: An Ordinance of the City of Nevada City Amending
Sections 17.80.240 through 17.80.242 of the Nevada City Municipal Code Regulating Stationary
Standby Generators

Recommended Action: Hold second reading and adopt ordinance

10. Second Reading of Ordinance 2021-10: An Ordinance of the City of Nevada City Adopting
Changes to Title 16 (Subdivisions) and Title 17 (Zoning) Relating to the Implementation of
Senate Bill 9
Recommended Action: Hold second reading and adopt ordinance

11. Request from the Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad Museum to Place a Plaque at Clamper
Square that will Honor the Chinese Railroad Workers
Recommended Action: Approve the wording and placement of the plaque to be placed at
Clampers Square honoring the Chinese railroad workers

12. Consideration of Contract Renewal—Axon Body Worn Camera, Taser and Evidence Platform



