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Donner Summit Association



DSA Vision

* We envision Donner Summit as a vibrant, cohesive, year-round
Mountain community that provides opportunities for the residents,
businesses, and visitors alike to thrive in a beautiful alpine environment



DSA Mission Statement

For the benefit of its residents, businesses, and visitors alike, the DSA will
promote and strengthen Donner Summit, protect its heritage, steward its
future and provide a voice for the entire community through its leadership as:

* An advocate for economic investment in appropriate infrastructure
via long-range master planning;

* A liaison with government authorities;

* A coordinator and promoter of local projects and events.
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Welcome — Donner Summit
Historic Gateway — 2016/2017

Welcome to Donner Summit

First Planning and Design

Then Construction and Installation




Visitors’ Center
Feasibility Study

2018 Phase |
2019 Phase 11
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AND HISTORY HUB
AT DONNER SUMMIT
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Development of a
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Graffiti is art and should be celebrated -
but these tunnels are not the canvas

The Chinese railroad workers spent two years on Donner
Summit risking their lives and health to lay the rails and
build the summit tunnels of the transcontinental railroad.
They faced avalanche, accident, pneumonia, explosion,
rock slide, disease, and cold, continual cold, in winter.

The railroad was the engineering marvel of the 19" Cen-
tury. It opened California to the world and the world to
California.

The sacrifices of the Chinese changed California and the
nation. Their legacy and memorial are important fea-
tures on Donner Summit — the summit tunnels and the
snowsheds. They celebrate the heroism of the Chinese
and as such, are almost sacred spots.

These tunnels are the center piece of transcontinental railroad
construction, which is designated as a State Historic Landmark.
As such, these prehistoric and historic cultural resources are sub-
ject to protection by federal and state law from vandalism. The
train tunnels are owned by Union Pacific Railroad and the petro-
glyphs are under jurisdiction of the U. S. Forest Service... The
graffiti paint obscures and threatens the design, materials and
workmanship of these historic rock features. The urban stamp
of graffiti is totally out of character with the historical and natu-
ral setting of Donner Summit with motifs such as aliens, robots,
animals and even Krusty the Clown. They trivialize our national
heritage and destroy the integrity of location, setting, feeling, and
association of the place.
Susan Lindstrom, Ph.D.,
Consulting Archaeologist
Truckee, California

Without the Chinese, it would have been impossible to complete the Western portion of this great national highway.

Leland Stanford

At the half-way point through Tun-
nel 6 can you find these examples
of tool marks left by the Chinese
railroad workers in 18687

Please enjoy the historic sites and recognize the sacrifices of those who came before.

2022 Donner Summit Assecialion  www., hitps:/fwww.donnersummitea.com
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Visit
the Donner Summit Hub

Interesting Unique Architecture
12 Large Exhibits of Donner Summit

Brochure Rack
full of brochures about Donner Summit

Bike Rack
Bike Repair Station
Rest, picnic, and debrief after your visit or |

just get ready for your adventure.

This pohto by George Lamson
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DONNER SUMMIT ASSOCIATION

WE COULDN’'T HAVE
DONE IT WITHOUT YOU

The Lamson Cashion Donner Summit Hub is a
community effort to help visitors as they enjoy
all that Donner Summit has to offer.

Community Volunteers and participating companies

Norm Sayler

Pat Malberg
Don Malberg
Dick Simpson
Anne Reisenauer
Chris Parker

Ed Bubnis
Cathy Bubnis
Mark Himelstein
Lori Poch

Bill Oudegeest
Nancy Oudegeest
Roger Drosd
Kelly Hobstetter
Tim Kustic

Sue Busby

Jon Harvey
Kitty Harvey
Mike Spain
Mike Hann

KC McElheney
John Svahn

Mt. Lincoln Construction

Sugar Bowl

J K Architecture

Ecosense Design

Chris Gibbs Roofing

Hansen Bros.

Donner Spitz

Buckley Construction
(John Isegreen)

Dan Goddard Construction

Ron Gregg Rocks

DONNER SUMMIT ASSOCIATION

PARTNERS

Donner Summit Association (DSA) long lamented the many problems as-

sociated with this historic and iconic spot: no restrooms; haphazard and

dusty parking; lack of information about important or interesting sites

nearby; sketchy wayfinding; no water for hikers; uninviting as a place to

%atcllmer; increasing usage with little infrastructure. Something needed to
e done.

DSA discussed the need for a comprehensive Trails and History Hub at
this site with Sugar Bowl Ski Area management and the possibility of us-
ing this shed and surrounding area to address the myriad problems and
to help visitors understand the history of the area and easily access vari-
ous trails. The most historic square mile in the State, perhaps in the en-
tire West, needed to be properly introduced to visitors and locals alike. In
2018 and 2020, DSA applied for and received generous grants from Placer
County to create the Lamson and Cashion Trail Hub on Donner Summit
in Nevada County!

At this same location, in addition to offering information about history
and way-finding, DSA created a gathering place where educational and
artistic or cultural programs might be offered. The amphitheater has a
unique seating and stage area that reflects the importance of the railroad
that once passed beneath, via Tunnel 6. Take a moment to sit, reflect,
and appreciate the beauty and meaning of this extraordinary area.

Thanks to the energy, donations, and hard work of community volunteers,
along with the generous grants from Placer County.

Many thanks to our partners on this project:

Placer County

Nevada County

Sugar Bowl Resort

Donner Summit Historical Society
Serene Lakes Property Owners Association
Truckee Donner Land Trust

Soda Springs Mountain Resort
Boreal Mountain Resort

Nancy O Glass Gallery

United States Forest Service
Pacific Crest Trail Association
Donner Ski Ranch

United States Forest Service
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THE DENZLER FAMILY e}

“OF ALL THE PATHS YOU TAKE IN LIFE,
MAKE SURE A FEW OF THEM ARE DIRT.

JOHN MUIR

Enjoy the many dirt paths of
Donner Summit.

@THE RAYMOND FAMILYg,

DONATED BY THE

FISCO FAMILY

IN MEMORY OF
MARY AND WILL POLITE

BILL AND NANCY

To know these mountains TAHOE TRUCKEE BROKERS

is to have friends
for life

fAA

With gratitude to the DSA, from the
Dorothy & George Gester Jr. Family

HAPPILY DONATED BY THE CHILD,
JAMES, LLOYD-TUCKER AND TIGHT
FAMILIES OF SERENE LAKES.



DONNER SUMMIT o
THE CHINESE LABORERS

“WITHOUT THE 2% : ; : - g wish 4;0 call your mir:fa‘s lhuj the e(rr'f_\;lc-aulrphjfirj:r of ffa;':}:'m'h'oud;}u} ir}:t‘c( ‘J!;r{r'i'f has
£ % een 1 large measure aue to that poor despised class of laborers called the Chinese - to

CHINES E}:{ IATV\g gg E a 2 b the fidelity and industry they have shown.”
IMPOSSIBLE TO %
COMPLETE THE

Sacramento Daily Union May 8, 1869

A FORGOTTEN LEGACY
NATIONAL HIGHWAY."

Leland Stanford
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FLORA AND FAUNA

WILDFLOWERS BUTTERFLIES

ches are its many species of wildflowers, One
habitats or niches: the forests
well as the dr

CALIFORNIA

W

Among Dor
reason for this richness is the divers
surrounding the meadow, the soggy meadow

Butterflies discovered the attractions of Donner Summit eons before the
Native Americans, the wagon trains or the railvoad. Donner Pass is a low
pass with lots of ecological diversity, making it a good home for many species.

the meanderin i h".”}“" and the dry rocky h‘:ahma( There are species of Sierra butterflies. 115 ) can be found on Donner Pass
has its own variety of species, a display that unfolds and almos .anf(hc!m can be found in and around Summit Valley. The

mto summer. species present at any one time vary depending on which plants are

One very special spring wildflower is the Camas Lily, which blooms in flowering. Butterflies are heliothermic, needing the sun's heat to fly, 50 look

sunny meadows. It was gathered by Tahoe's native people as
a staple and enjoyed for the sweetness of its bulbs, which were eaten
after bmm roasted in earthen ovens.
Creeping Phlox s0 an early bloomer. It carpets dry, vocky habita
white to lavender flowers. Be sure to kneel down to inhall
sweet [ragrance. As the summer proceeds and it becomes drier, the
white flower will turn to a delicate pin
The Crimson Columbine, with its red and yellow flowers, nods
gracefully in drying forest habitats, as well as in sunny wet meadows
and on stream banks. Look clo tiny J‘EJIE‘ in the
swollen tips of the flower. Thes
flower to sip its sweet nectar.

in sunny areas.

Each species has been evolutionarily engineered. Thei tongues and leg
lengths match their host plants or “adult nectar sources,
One iconic Summit species is the Gray Blue Agriades Podarce. The males are
gray blue and the females a rich brown. Its host is the Shooting Star,
Dodecatheon Jefreyi. The plant can be found on the edges of streams
meanderi gh the upper half of the meadow.

Magnificent Donner Summit

Nothing can be more charming than the woods of the Sierra summit in June, July, and August, especially in the level

The pines and firs, prevailing over spruces and cedars, allain a height ranging
aight, limbless for fifty to a hundred feet, painted above
ke groups affording far vistas.... Huge bowlders [sic] of

of gray, starred with lichens....Thickels of wild-rose and
iving an almos! pat 1y to the woodland scene. The crimson snow-plant
parkling springs, fresh from snowy fountains, silver-streal: these forest meadows,
s of the returning deer
tartles the meditative rambler. and the pines give forth again their

the sky wonderfully clear
..Here beauly and happiness seem to be the rule, and care is banished. The feast of color, the keen pure atmo-
sphere, the deep bright heavens, the grand peaks bounding the view, are intoxicating. There is a sense of freedom, and the
tic and quick under the new feeling of self-ownership. Love for all crealed things fills the soul as never
before. One listens to the birds as to friends, and would fain cultivate with them a close intimacy. The waler-fall has a

glades margining the open summit valle;
from 100 to 200 feet, and even more. The
the snow-mark with yellow moss
granite relieve the vernal coloring with their picturesque mas:
other flowering shrubs occur at intervals
lifts its slender shajt of curious beaut
where birds come to bathe and drink, and trac
s mates, the heavy whirring flight of the grouse
surf-like roar lo the passing breeze, waving their plumed tops in slow and graceful curves across

trunks are perfectly

, and ranged in open, pari

tic var

e printed. Once more the quail is heard piping to

and blue.

step becomes el

A fascinating exploration is to hike the Pacific Crest Trail from Donner Pass to the source of the Yuba River's

south fork, which begins as a spring that seeps out of the ground below the west-side slope of Roller Pass, voice full of meaning. The wild-rose tempis the mouth to kisses and the trees and racks solicit an embrace.

above the Sugar Bowl] Ski Resort worships in an ecstacy of rever the Madonna of a religion without dogma, whose creed is writlen only i
Donner Summit’s wildflowers ave truly a gift. They attract insects, birds, and other wildlife as well as people hieroglyphics of beauty, voiced only in the triple language of color, form, and sound

of all ages, with their beauty and easy accessibility.

Plunge into the unbroken forests- into the deep canons; climb the high peaks; be alone awhile, and free. Look
as well as al Nalure, so that the enjoyment shall be not merely sensuous but intellectual.

“Summering in the Sierra” 1874 Overland Monthly and Out West Magazine

BIRDS

Donner Summit is rich in bird life during the temperate summer season. The
Summit includes one of the largest wet meadow systems on the west slope of
the Sierra, making it an excellent birding area. Of the more than 100 species
of birds that come to Donner Summit, most are found on or around the
meadow. Many different species, common and rave, can be spotted on an early
morning walk out into the meadow.

ratory s such as ducks, geese and even Sand Hill C s stop over in
early summer on their way north. There are also many “special status’
species that inhabit the meadow including the endangered Willow Flyeatcher.
\ Raptors of various kinds can be seen gliding over the Summit on the hunt for
4 prey. Osprey, Red-tailed Hawks, Golden and even Bald Eagles soar overhead
| It is an amazing experience to see a Bald Eagle snatch a fish from the talons
# of an Osprey over one of the many lakes on the Summit

Bivds come to the Summit in the Summer to nest and hateh their chicks.
Predators including coyotes and martens prowl the meadow, but the birds are
rubs and nearby
families.







Visit
the Most Inspirational
Square Yard

in the most historically significant square mile
in California at the Lamson-Cashion Donner
Summit Hub on Donner Summit
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Van Norden Meadow
Restoration and
Recreation Project

Proposed Recreation
Actions

- Map 3 of 3 -
SHEEP PENS
PARKING AREA

-

MEADOW
BISECT ROAD

R Yuba Ry,
(S

—
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SPRINGS

SoDA

United States
Department of Agriculture

Forest Service
Tahoe National Forest
Truckee Ranger District
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