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NEVADA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Board Agenda Memo


MEETING DATE:	January 14, 2025
TO:	Board of Supervisors
FROM:	Alex Keeble-Toll – Interim Director of Emergency Services

SUBJECT:	Resolution to apply for funding from the Forest Health Grant Program as provided through the State Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund and authorizing the Director of Office of Emergency Services to execute all additional documents required to fulfill the requirements of the grant on behalf of the County of Nevada. 

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt the attached Resolution.
 
FUNDING: No impact at this time. Should the grant application be successful, a subsequent item requesting approval of the Agreement and fiscal impact will be presented to the Board.  

BACKGROUND: The Governor of the State of California in cooperation with the California State Legislature has enacted State of California Greenhouse Gas Reduction Funding, which provides funds to the State of California and its political subdivisions for forest health programs. The State Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) has been delegated the responsibility for the administration of the program within the State, setting up necessary procedures governing application by local agencies, non-profit organizations, and others under the program.

Procedures established by CAL FIRE require the applicant to certify by resolution the approval of the application before submission of said application to the State. Language included in the resolution is a requirement of CAL FIRE and was provided as Appendix H in the FY 2024-2025 Department of Forestry and Fire Protection Forest Health Program Grant Guidelines. 

The Forest Health Grant Program awards funding to landscape-scale (no less than 800 acres) projects with one or more landowners which may cover multiple jurisdictions and do not need to be contiguous. Objectives of the program include restoring forest health and disaster resilience to forests, protecting upper watersheds, and promoting long-term storage of carbon in forest trees and soils through reduction of forest crowding and pests. 

The FY 2024-2025 Department of Forestry and Fire Protection Forest Health Grant presents a unique opportunity to propose a multi-stakeholder and multi-benefit project to immediately advance on-the-ground work in project areas that are “shovel ready” (environmental compliance completed or will be completed by time of grant award). The Yuba Watershed Institute, Tahoe National Forest, and California Heritage: Indigenous Research Project (CHIRP) all have shovel ready projects that in sum represent forest health and fuel mitigation activities at meaningful scale. This work is focused in project priority areas identified in the Nevada County Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) Update, specifically the South Yuba River Watershed. 

By pursuing this grant opportunity, the Office of Emergency Services is requesting an estimated $6,500,000 to immediately stand-up the project pipeline for the CWPP Update and positioning local stakeholders to begin timely work aligned with the broader Nevada County Roadmap to Resilience Strategic planning effort. If the application is successful, the grant award Agreement will be brought back to the Board for approval.


Item Initiated by: AJ Zekonoski, Administrative Analyst I, OES

Approved by: Alex Keeble-Toll, Interim Director, OES
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