


laws is by complaint in Nevada County. Who, then will complain about violations more subtle
than traffic and noise, things like water and air pollution?
 
Rise Gold is asking the County for a permit to operate a gold mine in the center of a residential
community for 80 years. Should that permit be granted, there are no constraints to the mine
then being sold to the highest bidder.
 
In order to prevent a catastrophic result, Rise Gold should be required to address how,
specifically, it will deal with each issue which arises in the Environmental Impact Report. It
should be required to address how it will respond to each possibility should things not go as
planned, and it should be required to post bond against the failure to meet the obligations it
has assumed, and against cleanup after the end of 80 years or if the project fails at some
future point.
 
Accidents will happen, especially over a period of 80 years. The County needs to set limits on
what level of compliance is acceptable and needs to establish a penalty structure which
ensures that paying repeated penalties for violating the same regulation does not become
simply a cost of doing business.
 
The County must also require Rise Gold to establish the means and the funding for an
independent agency to monitor each of the mitigation topics under consideration. The County
has neither the manpower nor the resources to do this, but it is the only way in which the
owners of the mine, whoever they may be in the future, can be kept in compliance with the
terms of the permit for the next 80 years.
 
Regards,
 
Robert Hubbard




