


Our open spaces and outdoor recreation have long been hidden jewels, but the secret is out and 
they’re gaining popularity and notoriety and with that an increase in use. If we remain passive and 
don’t plan accordingly we may lose what we treasure most.

As is called out in the Master Plan proposal we have an opportunity to honor and preserve our 
natural spaces, while at the same time promote and improve community health and safety, 
economic development, creative placemaking, landscape restoration, environmental 
sustainability, climate change adaptation, and resilience. 

Imagine leveraging our natural resources in such a way to establish ourselves as a leader in 
eco-tourism and edu-tourism. We could integrate our beautiful natural setting with outdoor 
recreation, health and wellness, art and culture, food and culinary arts, cannabis, and 
technology. Assets we already have in abundance, but lack cohesion.

We could have curated tourism designed to lessen the impact on our roads, communities, and 
ecosystem, meanwhile providing visitors with experiences of hiking through our wild places, 
romping in our waters, eating from our farms,  playing in our towns, exploring our arts and 
artisans, relaxing to our healing hands, and playing in our parks. Yoga retreats, cannabis 
retreats, corporate retreats, other retreats, they’re already happening a little but we could help 
them happen more.

We scoff at tourism as an industry but when it’s done well it can integrate and reinforce itself 
in compounding ways. Look at Napa and Sonoma for agritourism, Costa Rica for eco-tourism, 
Ashland and its Shakespeare Festival and New Orleans Jazz Festival for art tourism, and even 
on the far side of the County Truckee as a success story for outdoor recreation. 

But to be done well we need a plan. I encourage you to vote in support of the Recreation and 
Resiliency Plan and provide the necessary funding to see these efforts advance. 

Thank you,

Jonathan Collier
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