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	 Bernard Zimmerman has been a member since 2013, and is currently the Chair, 
of the Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission, created by the County in 
1969 to preserve and promote local history. He is the author of the electronic edition of 
Exploring Nevada County, a guide to the over 200 historical landmarks in Nevada 
County. He is also the author of Ghost Towns of Nevada County. 

	 He is a lifetime member of the Nevada County Historical Society, and has 
contributed articles about local history to its Bulletin. Recently, he received its Citizen 
of the Year award, in recognition of his contributions to raising public awareness of 
local history.  He has also posted articles about Nevada County history on Wikipedia, in 
local newspapers, and on the Landmarks Commission website, 
nevadacountylandmarks.com.

	 A home wine maker and brewer, he was a Director of the Sierra Wine and Grape 
Growers Association from 2014 to 2020, serving as President from 2015-2019. He has 
won numerous awards and prizes for his wines at the state and local level.

	 From 1995 to 2011 he served as a Magistrate Judge on the United States 
District Court for the Northern District of California. He presided over a wide range of 
criminal and civil cases, including patent, trademark and copyright cases, class 
actions, contract and employment cases and civil rights, personal injury and admiralty 
cases. He presided over more than 50 civil and criminal jury and bench trials and more 
than 1,000 settlement conferences. He chaired the Court’s Technology Committee and 
served on the Media and Education Committees. After retirement, he continued to 
serve regularly on recall.

	 A 1970 graduate of the University of Chicago Law School, he clerked for the

Honorable Frederick J. R. Heebe in the Eastern District of Louisiana and then taught 
law at the Louisiana State University Law Center. Returning to California, he was an

associate and then partner at the San Francisco firm of Pillsbury Madison & Sutro 
where he had a general litigation practice focusing on media, banking, construction, 
insurance and business issues. In 1995, he served as Legal Consultant to the Third 
Constitutional Convention of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. He 
has taught Federal Pretrial Litigation at Hastings College of the Law and has judged 
numerous moot courts and practice trials. He was a member of the Intellectual 
Property Inn of Court and has participated in numerous panels addressing issues such 
as ADR, class actions, employment litigation and discovery. 

	 In 2005, he traveled to Malaysia under the sponsorship of the U.S. State 
Department, to speak at the Malaysian Law Conference, and at other programs, about 
ADR and various litigation topics.  In 2018, he attended a judges conference in Cairo, 
Egypt under the aegis of the State Department's Rule of Law Initiative. He has 
repeatedly judged the Jessup International Moot Court Competition, in China and in 
England. He was a member of the 2020-21 Nevada County Grand Jury.

	 He resides in You Bet, California with Grace Suarez, his wife of 45 years. They 
have 4 children and 5 grandchildren.
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