
California Counties Cannabis Regulation Summary Chart last updated 1/18/18

Allowed Criteria Allowed Criteria Allowed Criteria

1 Butte Yes

May grow 6 plants/ 150 sq. ft. max 

per parcel, indoors or outdoors. Parcel 

must be 5 acres or more to grow 

outdoors. Outdoor may require fence. No No provisions No Ban

Ban on all commercial activities 

passed 12/17

http://www.buttecounty.net/ph/Pr

ograms/LetsTalkCannabis/WhatsLe

gal.aspx

2 Colusa No

Not permitted outdoors. May grow 6 

plants max per parcel in permitted 

accessory structure, not home. No No provisions No Ban

http://www.codepublishing.com/C

A/ColusaCounty/

3 El Dorado Yes
May cultivate 200 sq. ft. outdoor per 

person. Yes
May grow up to 600 sq. ft. as a 

collective, in certain zones only. 

Yes - 

medical 

only 

Technically have a ban, with an 

exception for existing medical 

dispensaries only.

12/17 Moratorium on commercial 

cannabis businesses

https://www.edcgov.us/Governme

nt/planning/ordinances/Documents

/Cannabis%20Ordinance%205071.p

df

4 Placer Yes

6 plants on 50 sq. ft. indoors or 

outdoors for non-medical, 50 sq. ft. 

indoors or outdoors for medical with 

no mention of the number of plants. 

Can only do indoor OR outdoor and 

only 50 sq. ft. per parcel total, 

regardless of the number of people. No No provisions No Ban

http://qcode.us/codes/placercount

y/view.php?topic=8-

8_10&showAll=1&frames=on

5 Plumas Yes
6 plants allowed indoor or outdoor for 

personal use, max per parcel. No No provisions No

An ordinance was drafted that 

would allow commercial 

cultivation however it has not 

been adopted. 

11/12 Moratorium extended for all 

commercial cultivation

http://www.plumascounty.us/Archi

veCenter/ViewFile/Item/3304

6 Sierra Yes
18 medical plants per person, 72 max 

per property. Indoor or outdoor. Yes

18 medical plants per person, 

72 max per property. Indoor or 

outdoor. No Ban

https://sierra.county.codes/SCC/8.0

1.040

7 Sutter No

Indoor, not in an area used for human 

occupancy, detached accessory 

structure only, or prefab greenhouse, 

80 sq. ft. max per parcel. No No provisions No

Defacto ban.  Only allowed grows 

are described in Personal, but 

ordinance doesn't differentiate 

between personal and 

commercial.

Working on tax measure before 

developing commercial cultivation 

ordinance

https://library.municode.com/ca/su

tter_county/codes/code_of_ordina

nces?nodeId=n400PUPEOR_CH410

MACU_410-040NUDE

8 Yuba No

Outdoor prohibited, 6 plants max per 

parcel allowed indoor in a permitted 

residential accessory structure. May 

grow in a greenhouse and may need 

to be fenced. No No provisions No Ban

12/28 BOS Declared a State of 

Emergency due to rampant cannabis 

cultivation enforcement problems

9 Calaveras No Indoor 6 plants only No No
Draft ordinance for medical 

dispensaries only. Not adopted

10/17 Ban all cultivation other than 6 

plants indoor for personal use

https://cannabis.calaverasgov.us/P

ortals/Cannabis/Documents/Planni

ng/Cannabis/BOS/Ch%2017_91%20

PC%20Recommended%20Draft%20

10-10-17.pdf

10 Santa Cruz Yes 100 sq. ft. max Yes 100 sq. ft. max Yes

Medical Only:  14 existing 

dispensaries allowed. Draft 

ordinance in Environmental 

Review

Working on EIR for manufacturing and 

commercial cultivation up to 22K sq. 

ft.

http://www.co.santa-

cruz.ca.us/cannabislicensingoffice.a

spx
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Bold County names were confirmed by that county's counsel as of last update. 1

http://www.buttecounty.net/ph/Programs/LetsTalkCannabis/WhatsLegal.aspx
http://www.buttecounty.net/ph/Programs/LetsTalkCannabis/WhatsLegal.aspx
http://www.buttecounty.net/ph/Programs/LetsTalkCannabis/WhatsLegal.aspx
http://www.codepublishing.com/CA/ColusaCounty/
http://www.codepublishing.com/CA/ColusaCounty/
https://www.edcgov.us/Government/planning/ordinances/Documents/Cannabis Ordinance 5071.pdf
https://www.edcgov.us/Government/planning/ordinances/Documents/Cannabis Ordinance 5071.pdf
https://www.edcgov.us/Government/planning/ordinances/Documents/Cannabis Ordinance 5071.pdf
https://www.edcgov.us/Government/planning/ordinances/Documents/Cannabis Ordinance 5071.pdf
http://qcode.us/codes/placercounty/view.php?topic=8-8_10&showAll=1&frames=on
http://qcode.us/codes/placercounty/view.php?topic=8-8_10&showAll=1&frames=on
http://qcode.us/codes/placercounty/view.php?topic=8-8_10&showAll=1&frames=on
http://www.plumascounty.us/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/3304
http://www.plumascounty.us/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/3304
https://sierra.county.codes/SCC/8.01.040
https://sierra.county.codes/SCC/8.01.040
https://library.municode.com/ca/sutter_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=n400PUPEOR_CH410MACU_410-040NUDE
https://library.municode.com/ca/sutter_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=n400PUPEOR_CH410MACU_410-040NUDE
https://library.municode.com/ca/sutter_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=n400PUPEOR_CH410MACU_410-040NUDE
https://library.municode.com/ca/sutter_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=n400PUPEOR_CH410MACU_410-040NUDE
https://cannabis.calaverasgov.us/Portals/Cannabis/Documents/Planning/Cannabis/BOS/Ch 17_91 PC Recommended Draft 10-10-17.pdf
https://cannabis.calaverasgov.us/Portals/Cannabis/Documents/Planning/Cannabis/BOS/Ch 17_91 PC Recommended Draft 10-10-17.pdf
https://cannabis.calaverasgov.us/Portals/Cannabis/Documents/Planning/Cannabis/BOS/Ch 17_91 PC Recommended Draft 10-10-17.pdf
https://cannabis.calaverasgov.us/Portals/Cannabis/Documents/Planning/Cannabis/BOS/Ch 17_91 PC Recommended Draft 10-10-17.pdf
https://cannabis.calaverasgov.us/Portals/Cannabis/Documents/Planning/Cannabis/BOS/Ch 17_91 PC Recommended Draft 10-10-17.pdf
http://www.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/cannabislicensingoffice.aspx
http://www.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/cannabislicensingoffice.aspx
http://www.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/cannabislicensingoffice.aspx


California Counties Cannabis Regulation Summary Chart last updated 1/18/18

Allowed Criteria Allowed Criteria Allowed Criteria

N
e

ig
h

b
o

rs
Most recent action LinkCounty

Personal Outdoor Cultivation

Non-Remuneration/Medical 

Caregiver Cultivation Commercial Activities

11 Sonoma No No provisions Yes
Medical Only: up to 1 acre 

cultivation and all license types Ordinances passed in 12/16. 

http://sonomacounty.ca.gov/Canna

bis/Legislative-Updates/County-

Ordinances/

12 Monterey Yes
100 sq. ft. max. for qualified patient or 

caregiver.  Requires annual permit. Yes
100 sq. ft. max. Requires 

annual permit Yes

Both Adult and Medical: 
Indoor and Mixed light in existing 

greenhouse infrastructure only. No 

outdoor

12/17 ordinance passed allowing 

commercial cultivation.  Repurposing 

existing greenhouse infrastructure 

from previous ag use. Coastal zoning 

ordinance still needs to be certified by 

the Coastal Commission 

http://www.co.monterey.ca.us/gov

ernment/departments-i-z/resource-

management-agency-rma-

/planning/faq-s/cannabis-

permitting-information

13 Humboldt Yes

50 sq ft. indoors

100-200 sq. ft outdoors depends on 

parcel size Yes Limited to single patient Yes

Both Adult and Medical: 
Inland only.  Existing allowed < 1 

acre; new allowed up to 10K sq. ft. 

LU Permits for All license types 

(M+A) allowed.

10/17 moratorium on all commercial 

in coastal zone pending Coastal 

Commission review. 11/14 both adult 

and medical authorized for all 

commercial cannabis activities; 

interim permits authorized for 

temporary state licenses

https://humboldtgov.org/2124/Me

dical-Marijuana-Land-Use-

Ordinance

14 Mendocino Yes Yes Yes

Medical Only Cultivation; 

Both Adult and Medical 

Supply Chain: Cultivation 

limited to existing medical only 

sites that existed prior to 1/1/16. 

No new cultivation.  

11/17 Tax/business ordinance 

adopted

https://www.mendocinocounty.org

/government/treasurer-tax-

collector/cannabis-taxes-and-

applications

15 Trinity Yes No Yes

Both Adult and Medical 

Cultivation. No Supply 

Chain. Cultivation up to 1 acre. 

10/17 ordinance adopted with 

Negative Declaration for 

environmental impact

http://www.trinitycounty.org/index

.aspx?page=371

16 Yolo Yes

Limited to 6 plants and a 1,000 

setback from a youth-oriented facility, 

school, school bus stop, park, church, 

residential treatment facility or tribal 

lands No No provisions Yes

Medical Only: cultivation 1000 sq. 

ft. - 1 acre for group of 72 

cultivators grandfathered in from 

ban.  County issued an RFP for up 

to 3 nurseries and 3 processing 

facilities, currently in process. No 

other supply chain licenses 

currently allowed

11/8/17 - revised temporary 

ordinance that sunsets if Tax Measure 

fails on June 2018 ballot.  Working on 

land use ordinance

http://www.yolocounty.org/home/

showdocument?id=48113

17 Lake Yes Yes Medical collectives allowed Yes  

Medical Only: cultivation only 

(collectives) Was planning a pilot 

but didn’t do it (?)

12/17 moving toward banning all 

commercial activities other than 

existing medical collectives.

https://www.lakecountyca.gov/Gov

ernment/Directory/CodeEnforceme

nt/Cannabis.htm
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