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Engineer’s Certification 
 
 
This is to certify that I have reviewed and approve this Engineer’s Report for the Darkhorse Permanent 
Road Division Retherford Road Annexation.  
 
 
____________________________________   
Trisha Tillotson, P.E. 
Director of Public Works, County of Nevada 
 
 
____________________________________  
Date 
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I. PRD ANNEXATION INTRODUCTION  

Darkhorse Permanent Road Division 

In 2002 the Nevada County Board of Supervisors approved Resolution 02-518 forming the Darkhorse 

Permanent Road Division (PRD) and establishing a special tax to fund the PRD. In 2005 and 2011 the 

Board approved Resolutions 05-280 and 11-429, annexing two more parcels totaling approximately 112 

acres into the PRD. There are currently 214 single-family residential lots within the Darkhorse PRD 

levied a special tax of $298 annually, and one property with the golf course and clubhouse taxed at $6,600 

per year. Other golf course parcels and public parcels, such as those owned by Nevada Irrigation District, 

are not assessed the PRD tax. These charges were established with the original 2002 formation of the 

PRD and have been maintained at this rate with the two subsequent annexations.  

Retherford Road Annexation 

On March 2, 2018, property owners taking access from Retherford Road, currently a private road, 

submitted a petition to the Nevada County Department of Public Works Department requesting 

annexation into the Darkhorse PRD for road maintenance services. The annexation boundaries consist of 

15 parcels adjacent to and north of the Darkhorse subdivision. The maintenance segments would consist 

of Serene Hill Court and Retherford Road from Magnolia Road to Serene Hill Court, a total of 

approximately 3,860 feet, which together provide a connection from Darkhorse Drive to Magnolia Road – 

an important secondary access route for the Darkhorse subdivision.  

Methodology 

The Retherford Road properties proposed for annexation would be charged the same rate as all residential 

parcels within the Darkhorse PRD.  These charges were established with a special tax applied to the 

original 2002 formation of the PRD and have been maintained at this rate. These costs have proven 

adequate for the maintenance of the existing roads within the PRD, but would be subject to an annual 

Consumer Price Index (CPI) adjustment to account for inflation costs. Requiring annual CPI adjustments 

allows PRDs to remain solvent in perpetuity.  

Calculation 

Utilizing the maintenance costs calculated previously at the time the Final Map was created, the annual 

maintenance cost for the annexation is calculated at $298 per parcel. 

III. BASIS OF ANNUAL TAXATION 

The annual special taxes for the maintenance program as defined in this report are based upon previously 

calculated maintenance costs of the original Darkhorse PRD.   
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V. TAXATION AMOUNT AND METHOD OF COLLECTION 

A. Taxation Amount:  

The special tax is calculated for the 2018/19 Tax Year and is proposed to be as follows:  

Annual Maintenance Budget:  

 Residential cost of $298 per parcel calculated by previous engineer’s estimate. 

 Golf course cost of $6,600 calculated by previous engineer’s estimate. 

B. Method of Collection:  

The special tax for the annexed properties will be collected in the same way real property taxes are 

collected by the Nevada County Tax Collector and will be deposited by the County in the fund in the 

name of “Darkhorse Permanent Road Division.” Taxes will be collected in two (2) installments and will 

be available within sixty (60) days after the installments are due. The amount of tax specified for any year 

shall be adjusted annually for the ensuing fiscal year to reflect the San Francisco/Oakland/San Jose 

Metropolitan Area Consumer Price Index for all Urban Consumers published in January of the current 

year. The amount of increase shall not exceed five percent (5%) in any one year.  Nevada County 

Department of Public Works shall be responsible for making the necessary computations each year and 

advising the Nevada County Auditor-Controller’s Office prior to August 10 what the amount of charge 

for public roads maintenance services is to be for the next year as a result of the foregoing computation.  

C. Timing of Taxation:  

Special taxes for the annexation area properties will be collected beginning in the fiscal year (FY) 

2019/20. 
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APPENDIX A – ASSESSOR’S PARCEL MAP LISTING   

Darkhorse PRD Retherford Road Annexation 

 
Parcel Number Site Address APN 

1 22939 Wild Iris Lane 011-221-010-000 

2 22737 Montclaire Court 011-221-011-000 

3 22912 Montclaire Court 011-710-019-000 

4 22817 Chateau Court 011-710-020-000 

5 22788 Chateau Court 011-710-021-000 

6 22743 Chateau Court 011-710-022-000 

7 22687 Chateau Court 011-710-023-000 

8 22650 Montclaire Court 011-710-024-000 

9 22866 Montclaire Court 011-710-025-000 

10 22915 Montclaire Court 011-710-026-000 

11 22811 Montclaire Court 011-710-027-000 

12 22810 Montclaire Court 011-710-028-000 

13 22575 Montclaire Court 011-710-029-000 

14 22252 Retherford Road 011-710-038-000 

15 22346 Retherford Road 011-710-039-000 
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APPENDIX B – LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
ANNEXATION BOUNDARIES   

 
Darkhorse PRD Retherford Road Annexation  
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APPENDIX C – MAP OF ANNEXATION AREA BOUNDARIES 
 

Darkhorse PRD Retherford Road Annexation 
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