
RESOLUTION No. 1 -~2 i 1
OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF NEVADA

RESOLUTION SUMMARILY ADOPTING A RECOMMENDATION
OF THE HAZARDOUS VEGETATION ABATEMENT HEARING
BODY ANb APPROVING A PROPOSED ASSESSMENT IN THE
AMOUNT OF $43,035.87 AGAINST THE PROPERTY LOCATED
AT 14010 MEADOW VIEW DRIVE, GRASS VALLEY, CA 95945
AFTER A NUISANCE ABATEMENT (APN 012-210-008)

WHEREAS, on October 2, 2018, a hazardous vegetation case was referred to the Code
Comp liance Division for nuisance abatement by the local fire official on Assessor's Parcel
Number 012-210-008 at 14010 Meadow View Drive, Grass Valley, CA; 95945; and

WHEREAS, significant health and safety risks to neighboring structures existed due to
dead and/or decaying trees; and

WHEREAS, the Code Compliance Division proceeded with the abatement process
outlined in the Hazardous Vegetation Ordinance; and

WHEREAS, a competitive procurement process was conducted and three vendors were
selected to provide a bid estimate based on the scope of work; and

WHEREAS, on January 22, 2019, the County Board of Supervisors, by Resolution 19-031,
approved a contract with Tree Pro Tree Service, Inc. m an amount not to exceed $38,500; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors authorized the use of General Fund to cover the cost
of the abatement contract; and

WHEREAS, if the assessment is recovered the General Fund will be reimbursed for the
amount of the contract; and

WHEREAS, on January 23, 2019, an abatement warrant was executed and the nuisance
was abated; and

WHEREAS, on Apri129, 2019, the Hazardous Vegetation Hearing Body Decision and
Order confirmed, in Whole, the cost accounting of the abatement was accurate and reasonable and
approved the proposed assessment of $43,035.87 including all enforcement, abatement, and
administrative costs; and

WHEREAS, the Hazardous Vegetation Hearing Body recommended the Board of
Supervisors, pursuant to Nevada County Code Section G-IV 7.12 (c), approve the proposed
assessment set forth herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that the Nevada County Board of
Supervisors approves the proposed assessment, in the amount of $43,035.87, against property
located at 14010 Meadow View Drive, Grass Valley, CA 95945 (APN 012-210-008).



PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Nevada at a regular meeting of
said Board, held on the 28th day of Mav, 2019, by the following vote of said Board:

ATTEST:

JULIE PATTERSON HUNTER
Clerk ofthe Board of Supervisors

Ayes: Supervisors Heidi Hall, Edward Scofield, Dan Miller, Susan
K. Hoek and Richard Anderson.

Noes: None.

Absent: None.

Abstain: None.

Richard Anderson, Chair

5/28/2019 cc CC*
AC"

Property Owner



HAZARQQUS VEGETATION_ABATEMENT HEARING BODY-
Stephen Monaghan, Chief Information Officer, County of Nevada
Don Wagner, Fire Chief, Penn Valley Fire Protection District
Mike Rufenacht, Battalion Chief, CAL FIRE

Eric W. Rood County Administrative Center
950 Maidu Avenue
Nevada City, CA 95959

BEFORE THE NEVADA COUNTY
HAZARDOUS VEGETATION ABATEMENT HEARING BODY

NEVADA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

In Re: Cost Accounting and
Proposed Assessment
Regarding
Hazardous Vegetation
Abatement at
14010 Meadow View Drive,
Grass Valley, CA

Decision and Order of the
Nevada County Hazardous Vegetation
Abatement Hearing Body after
Hearing on Cost Account
and Proposed Assessment

Pursuant to Nevada County General Code Section G-IV 7.12, on April 29, 2019,
the Nevada County Hazardous Vegetation Abatement Hearing Body (hereafter "Hearing
Body") presided over the account and proposed assessment concerning the Haiardous
Vegetation Nuisance Abatement which occurred at 14010 Meadow View Drive, Grass
Valley, which property is owned by ~~(hereafter "Property Owner"), and
identified as APN 012-210-008. Jeff Merriman, Code Compliance Program Manager,
appeared on behalf of the Nevada County Code Compliance Department ("Code
Compliance"), anus represented by Douglas Johnson, Deputy County Counsel. The
Property Owner did did not] appear on her own behalf.~.,

STATEMENT OF FACTS

The nuisance abatement at the subject property involved the removal of
approximately 28 large dead or decaying trees and fallen trees within 100 feet of
neighboring structures, and removal of material, bark, and small limbs from property
between the dates of January 23 to January 31, 2019. Before and after photos were
provided by Mr. Merriman during his presentation to the Hearing Body.

Under the Nevada County Code, it is a public nuisance to maintain or allow
property to exist such that hazardous vegetation is located within 100 feet of a structure
(or greater as determined by the Local Fire Official) or along roadways that serve as



C~~c~~io~ end t~rd~r
Nevada County Hazardous Vegetation Abatement Hearing Bady
Agri( 29~ 2t~i9

primary ingress and ~ r~ss rt~~tes. {Nevada Counfy Grade, § ~-IV 7.~4.) The Cade d~fiines
~̀hazarc~c~u vegetafic~n" as "any ve~etat can that is combustible and endangers the public
safety try creating a flee hazard..." ~~fevada County Cade, ~ ~-1V 7.3, subs, (F).)

T}~~ Nearing Bandy heard frc~rn Mr. Merriman that 5e~tion G-IV ?.4F subsection B.
ref tl~e Nevada bounty Gade regarding H~zardaus Vege~ati~n. r~quir~:s every t~wr~er,
occupant, and person in cantrcrl cif any parcel oe any ~nteresfi therein, ~c~cat~d in the
unincorpara#ed territr~ry Qf the County of Nevada to abate therefrc~rn, and from ail
sirtewalks and roa~v~ays ors r~r immedia#e!y adjacent thereto {except far thaw roads
~cc~pt~d ir~tc~ the County m~int~ir~~ecl system), all combustible m~te~ial aid hazardous
vegc~tatiar~ which ~c~r~sti utes a fire hazard ar►ci public nuisance which rn~y endanger a~
darn~ge neighboring properly or f~restland.

D~ae to r~umeraus complaints from ~djacenfi prc5perty owners, bec~ir~ ng ire
September ~0'[fi, ~c~ gty of ~t~vada Deputy Fire ~tllarshai tVlatt Furtac~~ o~serv~d frc~rn
these adjacent praper#ies a large stand of pr~nderc~sa dine trees that were c~~ad and vr~re
well within 1~0 fee# ref tf~e adjacent property-owners' clw+~llings. Mr. Furtado id~ntif~d
these dead trees a~ pc~sinc~ a significant risk far firs and life safety concec~s dui try the
i~an ~f many dead tries tr~v+ra~-ds the adjac+~nt rrr~perty-aw~ers' d~nrel~ir~~s.

The He~rir~g Body ~~ard testimony that Deputy Fire Marshal t~a~# Furtada, Cade
Cc~m l~art~e Prpgram Manger Jeff ~errim~n, and other ~Qunty cafficial~ attem tech to
work itF~ tie F'ropetty's ~wne~r c~ abate these conditions, but the owner ~fid riot vc~~urt~arily
cc~m~(y with the Ct~un 's requests.

tin November 8, 20'18, Jeff ~ll~rriman, Program M~nag~r at Nevada ~c~unty Ct~de
Cz~mplianc~, and Deputy dire lViarshal Mai F~rt~da pasted a Nazardc~us Ve~~tatit~~
Abatement Notice on the su~iject property.

in ins ariemp s ~o coniaci one ~roperiy owner anti gain cc~mpiianc~ wi n ii~e ~:r~un~y
Cade, the f~batem~nt Notice advised the Pr~p~rty t}wn~r if abatement was not conr~pleted

y Dec~mi~er 6, 2018, then the County would pursue further enforcement of the matter,
including nuisance aba#ement as described in Nevada County General ~vde Section G-
iV 7..5, Thy Abafiement Notice further advised that if tMe if the required abatement has nod

en perfnrr~ed, tie ~.oca( Fire ~?ffic~a! may ret~t~ir~ that the r~~uired e~ rr~c~dificat vr~s
be ~c~m~C~ted by t~~ County, and the cast cif er~f~rceme t rnciuding ~c~~tirt strative c+~sts,
may be made a spe~i~l assessment added try tie ~c~~nty assessment ro11 and b~ct~me a
lien pan ~h~ property, car be placed on the unsecured #ax roll. Such assessmenfi and ti n
are ~ut}~nr~zed under Nevada Caunfiy Cade sections G-I'~,~ 7.11 and 7.'42.

Pursuant tc~ ~levada County ~c~ e, section G-IV 7.~'~, the Abatement Nr~t ce gave
the Property ~wn~r tF►e opportunity #o request an appeal of the Order kry Noverr~ er 19,
2t~18, bit tt~e Cc~ur~ty received nr~ re u~st to appeal the Notice to Af~ate.

~"herefare, upon pasting the Abatement Notice o~ Nc~vernber 8, 2~t18, Mr. ~`urt~do
r~f~rrec~ the subjec# pr~per~y tc~ t}~e Ct~de Compliance Qivis~t~n fc~r abatement.
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[3ecisi~n and CJrder
Neva~3a County Hazardous Vegetation Abatement Fearing Body
Apr129, 2Q19

On November 3t}, 2018a Mr. Merriman received a teiephc~ne calf frc~tn the prc~p~rty
owner regarding the Abatement Notice she received. Mr. Merriman advised her of the
County's vr~luntar~r and '[nval~ntary aba#ement process. The Property owner stated she
would like to ~roc~ec~ #hrough the volun#ary prr~cess, and authorized County officials #v
actress the Property.

U November 3(}, 2018, from the parcels act~acent to the subjec# pro e~k}~, Mr.
Merriman ec~mpletecf a job walk with tree contractors to solicit proposals for fhe
abatement work ntfer a proposed voluntary abatement agreement r~vit Nis, Newr~r~an.
The cc~r~tr~ctc rs each provided the C€~unty vw~th proposals ft~r camptet~rt€~ the work, and
the Ca~anty selected tt~e Ic~west birder tc~ pe~Fc~rm the abatement. Ors December 5, 2018,
Mr. Merriman met rr+rith the Properly C3wner at her residence to sign a voluntary aba#em~nt
fs~rm, and Mr. N3errimar~ provided her wifh a cr~py of the agreement at that time,

tan D~cern ~~:r 12, 2018, NEr. Merrirnara provided tie Property Quuner with a ct~ntract
far the prr~posed ~u~rk €gin the ~'roperky, tin December 14, 2 18, Mr. tvl~rrim~n received a
call frorr~ the Property C?wner rrvho stated she was revakir~c~ her voluntary abatement
agreement because she disagreed with the scale of work and cost.

~n December ~6, 20'18, Mr. Merriman pasted an Aba#amen#Advisement ~.et~~r an
the subject property and also mailed a copy to the Pr~~rerty owner. The Abateme~tt
Ad~ris~ment Leger explained tQ the Property Owner that the County v~~s aceeptin der
revr~ca#iern o~f v~lunfary abatement and w~u c~ thereafter move forward with involuntary
abatement caf hazardous vegetation.

T}~e Gaunty prcaceeded with abatement key requesting the County Counsel's C3~ce
to seek are inspectirsn and abafement warrant from the Nevada County Superior Cc~ur~.

On January 18, 2{ 19, tl~e Carta proved the appficaatian for a warrant, which was
executed beginning .lanuary 23, 2E~'I8. Execution c~fi the warrant ir~v~lved Mr. Merriman
wr~rkin with the County's contractor, Tree Pro Tree Services, Inc., to inspect and abate
the nursance, Trey Prcr Tree Services, Inc., cc~ntinuec~ tc~ work on the prc~pe~y during
normal business ht~urs from January 23 to ,~anuary 31 to abate the nuisance cc~r~cliti~r~s.
On January 31, 01 ,Tree Pro Free Services, Inc. advised Mr. (U'lerriman the nu~s~nce
had Keen abated on the subject pr€~perk~.

Prier tc~ the execu~ian of the Warrantp notice was given by pasting a copy t~f the
V1larra~t can the property t~wen~t~r-four (24) hours prior tc~ execution. Mr. M~r~irnan
supervised the ex~c~t~fii~n of the Warran#, which was conducted ft~r the purp+~se of
ir~spec~~ng the nuisance conditions upon the Property and abating those condit~flns
therefrom. Mr. Merr~mar~ was ~~~ser~t on the property during the exec~tic~n of the warrant
can January 23, 2 19.

The Property Owner weas served with a Notice of ~'ropc~sed Assessment o April
12, 2019. The Nc~#ice complied with a~1 req~irernents of Nevada Gou~t~ Code section G-
IV 7.'!2, specify~n :
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G~ecisic~r~ end t}rder
Nevada County Hazardous Vegetation Abatement FEearing Body
Apri12~, 2019

1. The work c~c~ne supported by ~efvre and after pictures);
2. An it~mizecf account ~~ the casts ~rtd receipts €~f perft~rminc~ the work;
3. An address, legal description, ter tither description sufficient to iclent4fy the

Parc~~ vsrk~ic~ was s~bje~t t~ ab~~et~er~t ad~~r lien;
4. The amQ~t t ref the assessment prvpc~sed to k~e levied against the par~el(s),

car the amc~ur~t tc~ t~~ refunded, ~f ars ,die tc~ ~xc~ss ~rc~ceeds over the
expenses;

~, The time anti p(ac~; where Code Ct~m fiance will submit tl~e accgunt #c~ the
Hazardous Vegetatic~~ Abafement Nearing Body far cc~nfirmatic~n. Thy time
end place specified sh l! ~~ no less khan fifteen (1 ~} days after service of the
notice;

~. A st~temer~t that the Na~ardaus Vegetation Abatement Heari+nr~ Brady wiN hear
and consider objections and protests tc~ the accr~unt and p~opc~sed
assessment or refund.

Thy t~ta[ amount ~f a~sess~~nt ~~oposed tcs k~e Levied against the parse( is
$43,035.87. Are i~~nnizec! a~c~unt of all ~c~s#s end ~n invoice for the ~r1c perfiormed is
attaches! to this O~~er.

FtND11~lIGS

V1fNER~AS, notice cal this ~~ring has be~~► gives ~s required by law.

V#tHEREAS, the accountir►~s ~n the +cast ref ab~tfng an ur~lawfuC hazarrious
vegetation nuisance cry di#inn an the Pro e~y andlor the ~dminis#tative casts rel~f~d
thereto are both accurate and reasanabl~.

WHEREAS, ft~~ ~ctu~l ~~~t~c~riz~ casts incurr~c~ ~a~rt~ir~ing to er~fc~rcem~nt ~nc~lr~~
abaterner~t cf the hazardous rregetat on ~tuisa~ce cc~r~r~itic~n €~n the Property, including
assQciaied a~iminisira~'sv~ ce~sis in~rec~~, are as ~t~i~c~ws:

1. ~4 at~m~nt Casts: ~38,5Q~

3. County Fire Marsha(: $1,44 .32
4. Ca~ur~ty Counsel: $1,994.43
5. Tc~t~l Casts: $43,035.87

Nt~W, THERE~aRE, having heard the report by tote Cc►unty cif Nevada Cade
Compliance ~epartm~nt, anri ~cc~nsidering alE relevant ev c#ence pertaining to the costs
incu~re~i by the County, includtr~~, but nc~t (i i~~d ~, administ~afive c~s~s, and any ~nci ail
cysts incurred to u~derta~e abatement cc~mplianc~ uvith the County's Hazardous
Vegetation C3rdinance, the Hazarttous V~getatic~n Aia~tement Hearing Brady hire ~
adopts tt~~ €oregoing findings, orders t~+e account and ~ropQsed assessment canfiirrned
in whop, and recommends the ~c~ard of St~pervisr~rs, pursuant to Nevada County C~c~e
~~~t~c~n fi-~IV 7.'i Z ~~~> pf~~e the prr~p~r~ed ass~ss~t~nt set f4r~h h~r~in as ~ lien ~r~ the
Property,
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Decision ar~d arder
Nevada Cr~unty Haz~rcic~us Vegetat~c~n Abatement Hearing Body
A}~ril 2~, 2t?19

SCJ C3 ~ERE~: byes; ̀.~-~`e.p4~~ n ~t~v+t,~.~o~ ~ 'scan ~o~.s~n~r ~ 'N'~ ~ 1~ Q ~'-~.~'ri.+~t~t~~.~r
I ces; h1€~ tee„

Dated: ~~ '" ̀' ~ T ~ ̀~.

ATTEST:.

,Julie F~attersc~ ~-Hunker
clerk of the Board

~tepheri Mr~r~aghan
Hazardous V~g~t~tion Abatement Hearing Board

B~J: ~ ~t~ ~~ Lv

Julie Patte~s~t~-Hunter
Clerk of tFte Br~ard
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C~~RTI~`ICA`~'; t~F ~V1AI~,IC

ern e~n~~oyed ire the ~auniy c~fi N~uada, State ~f+~alif~~nia. I am aver the age off' 8
yc~ ~~tt~ t~~, a ~~~t-t~ ire t~~ ~t~~te~n~nt C?rder; m~ business a ~ ress is~ ~;l~rk cif lie Board.
~f upe~vis~t~< 1;z~ic: i~c~od ~d~~~inistrat on tenter, 9501V~~ic€c~ ~v~nu~;, ̀Ne~ad~ pity,

I served the enclosed. ~Qcu~nents:

c~~re~tecf Deczsion nc~ ~}rder cif the Nevada csaurzt~y Haza~c~r us Sege atit~~ .t~baten~ent
~eari~g ~c~~~ ai~er Hearing c~~ Cast Acca~n! „~nnd Pra ase Assessm~~t

O~ tyre ~~11~a~ving persons pia First Clays US h~Iail an I an '7, 2~1~;

~32C}7 Fern. ~c~urt, Grass Va1~ey C~. 9~4~

I la~et~ sucl`t en°~~1c~~e, ~vitl~ ~t~st:~g~ ~l~ere~n tul~y are~~ ~ fir. ~s~ la~~ zn ~l~ fc~r
~c~l~ectitin ~li~ nt~~ili~t~ ~~ l~~v~tc~r~ t'it~~, C'r~ITfc~rrli~, ~~~llowing ct~~in~r~ l~t~~ir~~ss pr~~~i~~~;.
ait~ re~d~ly f~~~1i]i~Y~ ~r~tl~ the p~-ac~.icc e~i'l"~~v~d€~ ~`c~1x~7i~ fc~r ~»~c~~~r~~g ref

c:c~r•rr~51~c71ic~e~~ct~ ~;ai ~r~c;ti~~: k~ei~~g t}~~~ in the c~rc~i ~r~ ta~~r~e cif 1~~►~ ness
c:t~rrc~~~canc~e~t ~ is c e c~~;it~c1 z~ ~(a~ 11, 4. ~'c~5~a~ Se~-~r~c~ khe s~rne day as i~ is ~ala.+~ed ~`~r
prc~cessxn~

{7 the f~Ilo~uv3~g p~r~c~ns via email can May , 2~ 1 ~;

Nevada ~c~u t~ ~c~de Coinplian~~ Pr~~r~m Manager Je~"fMc~rriman
Nov ~i~ C;c~unty Counsel Alist~n I~~:-rf~~fi ~recn

~v~r~~ ~~'~~~rnt~r ~~nsc~I A1t~~~~~c~y ~c~a~T lk~c;~:~an
I'~ev~a ~'c~~~~~ly ~s~~~~5c1 ~ttc~~r~c~y ~~~~~g Iohr~s~~t~

~vac~~ ~'r~~~r7t~ ~'lc~•~ c~i~ tl~c Fic~~~rc~ cat' S~~~rv~sc~rs J`u~ie '~tterson Hunter
~~aa~•c~~~~is Ve~etatir~n I~ 1~e~t~:i~~c~i~t I-Ie~rir~~ ffi~er t~plxen 1~~n~g~.n
~a;~Y~c~c~~:i~ Vc~et'afi c~r~ A1~~tci~c*nf I-~earir~g ~fficc~ lion W~;~n~r

~a~~rc~~~~ ~'w~et~t .r~ ,~~~tm~nt ~-1e7ring C~ffice~~ik~ .~,rF~~a~~t

~ ~~clare under pez~ gty ~f perjut t~~~ t~~ fc~regc~ing is true err correct,

` -~ "~ - ~
date 13ari~ara ~'ri~e


