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Honorable Chair and Board Members!

At today’s meeting of the Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission, the
Commission voted unanimously to recommend to the Board that the application for landmark
designation of a plaque commemorating the 150th Anniversary of Truckee Freemasons be
approved. The new plague is to be placed on the Truckee Memonal Masonic Arch, located at
10142 Jibboom Street in Truckee, which was designated as Nevada County Historical
Landmark NEV 18-01 in 2018. This landmark plaque is to be designated NEV 19-04.

The plaque is to be placed on the Memorial Arch, which is all that remains ol the historic
Masonic Lodge # 200 building, built in 1809 and destroyed by fire and explosion in 1993. Lodge
#200 was established in Truckee on October 14, 1869 and the Masons were very involved in
the early development of Truckee. The history of Freemasonry in Truckee is detailed in the
enclosed application.

The Truckee-Donner Historical Society is the applicant, as the Arch is on their property. It
has provided a thorough level ol research and documentation to accompany its application,
which has been reviewed by the Commission for historical accuracy. The application and
supporting documentation is enclosed.

It you approve the application, please forward the resolution and accompanying
documenis to the Counly Recorder.

if you have any further questions do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you in advance
for your consideration of this request.

ce: Chaun Mortier, President
Truckee-Donner Historical Society, w/o enc.
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‘Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission
Application for Registration of Historical L.andmark

Name of proposed landmark: 150" Anniversary of Truckee Freemasons

Location: 10142 Jibboom Street, Truckee, CA 96161 (on present arch at
the Old Jail Memorial garden)

Namc of applicant: Truckee Lodge #200 F&AM
Address: PO Box 512, Truckee, CA 96160

Home or work phone: ccll phone: 530-308-6978 (Brian
Marsh)

Name and address of landowner upon whose property proposcd
landmark is located, if owner is not applicant:

Truckee-Donner Historical Society
PO Box 893
Truckee, CA 96161

I authorize the placing of a plaque or marker on site.

"

AL é/m /Iﬁ

Landowner’s sf#mature Date '
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Brief history and description of proposed landmark:
(Attach additional sheets as necessary)

Please see attached article on the 150* Anniversary of Freemasons in
Truckee.

Proposed wording for the plaque:
(Image of Freemasons symbol on top)

Celebrating 150 years of Freemasons in Truckee, Lodge #200
established on October 14, 1869.

Dedicated to the Town of Truckee - October 14, 2019 by Truckee
Lodge #200 F&AM

Christopher Rochefort, W.M.

Dedicated to Truth, Equality & Freedom

Unique aspects or properties of proposed landmark.

Truckee is celebrating not only its 150" anniversary of the completion of
the Transcontinental Railroad but also 150 years of a continued presence
of Freemasons. Freemasons have been instrumental to the social and
cconomic life of growing towns like Truckee. In 1869 Truckee became
an important railroad station. At the same time a group of Truckee
Freemasons were granted a dispensation to start a lodge. Five months
later on October 14, 1869, Truckee Lodge No. 200 was given its charter.
Many of the Truckee Freemasons were railroad workers and a steady
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group of carly Truckee business and professional men helped keep the
Truckee Masonic charter open. For 150 years the Truckee Freemasons
have helped build the town of Truckee. They continue to be involved in
doing good work for the community

How will the landmark be protected and maintained?

The Truckee Memorial Masonic Arch and associated plaques will be
maintaincd as part of the Truckee-Donner Historical Society and the
attached Old Truckee Jail museum. The Old Truckee Jail is onc of the
few surviving 19" century jailhouses of its kind in the West and one of
the few remaining original buildings in Truckee. The old Bastille was
used continuously from 1875 until May 1964 and has been able to
withstand many fires that swept through the town in the early days.

Bibliography. Cite or attach available books, records, articles or
other materials pertaining to the proposed landmark. Books and
articles:

Aguera, Joseph R. (Joe); Mason, Past Worshipful Master Truckee Lodge Number
200. Personal correspondences/interviews, January and February 2018.

Office of Historic Preservation. Point of Interest. Old Truckee Jail Museum
(Truckee Jail (Detail/P193) (P193) Point of Interest 5/19/1971 Truckee
(NEV)). hup://ohp.parks.ca.gov/ListedResources/Detail/P193
Truckee-Donner Historical Society, <https://www.truckechistory.ore/=

Truckee-Donner Historical Society Members (second edition editors) (1994). Fire
& Ice: a portrait of Truckee. Truckee, CA: Truckee-Donner Historical Socicty. ©
Y81 by Truckee-Donner Historical Society, revised 1994 by TDHS, second
printing © 1997

Truckee Lodge Number 200 (1994, September 10). 125th Anniversary Observance
of the Founding of Truckee Lodge Number 200, ¥. & A.M., Instituted-May 5,
1869, Chartered-October 14, 1869, Northstar at Tahoc, Truckee. CA

Whitsell, Leon O. (1950). One hundred years of freemasonry in California, Four
Volumes. San Francisco, CA: Griffin Brothers, Inc. publisher Grand Lodge Free
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and Accepted Masons of Califorma. © 1950, Grand Lodge, Free and Accepted
Masons of California

The Masonic Mirror by Amasa W. Bishop. Library of Princeton
University, Vol 1, San Francisco, 1870.

Proceedings of the MW Grand Lodge of Free and Accepfed Masons of
the State of California. The Bancroft Library, October A.L. 5871.

Proceedings of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the State of
California. Frank Eastman, printer, San Francisco, 1872.

Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of California. Proceedings of the
Fifty-Second Annual Convocation held in San Francisco, CA April. A.l
2436. A.D.1906.

Historical or civil records: (e.g., ownership, assessments, etc.)

Nevada County Assessor Parcel (19-102-04-000). Owner is Truckee-
Donner Historical Society, PO Box 893, Truckee CA 96160.

https://reports.nevee unty.net/property/rdPage.aspx?rdReport=parcel.Par
celReport& APN=1910204000.

Other: (e.g. photographs, prints or drawings. Please list and attach
separately)

- Truckee Knights of Pythias Hall

- Old Truckee Jail and Arch

- Original Masonic Arch Building 1910

- Dolly Constable Badges Masons at Hall Arch

- Masons Arch Old Jail Flag by Garden

- Old Jail = Arch

- St. Louis Saloon next to Masonic Arch/building
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- Arch Insignia

Applicant’$ signature /

This completed form and all related documents shall be sent to the:
Nevada County Iistorical Landmarks Commission

Attn: Chairman

P.O. Box 1014, Nevada City, CA 95959

An application must be considered solely on its historic or architectural merits and
not for commercial gain. political benefits, or other non-historical reasons.

An individual Commissioner can advise and counsel an applicant but all

applications must be considered by the full Commission, meeting in regular
Sess1on

2014 landmark app. revision
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NEVADA COUNTY
150 Years of Freemasons in Truckee BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
By Judy DePuy

Truckee is celebrating its 150th year anniversary of not only the completion of the Transcontinental
Railroad but also 150 years of the continued presence of Freemasons, The importance of Freemasonry
te the social and economic life of growing towns like Truckee has been instrumental to the development
of the western United States. 3

To understand the importance of the freemasons to Truckee, you have to look back to the early
Masonic leaders in cur town and what drove the need for Freemasons.

Early Freemasonry

Freemasonry is 3 leading fraternal organization in the world. Its origins are connected and date to the
construction of King Solomen’s Temple and the events that surrounded the building of the temple.
Masonry as we know it today was formally erganized in Londen, England in 1717. As a fraternal
Organization, Freemasonry brings together men of good character whe share a belief in the fatherhood
of God and the brotherhood of manking, though they may come from different religious, ethnic of sacjal
backgrounds. It is an individual journey towards becoming a better father, husband, friend, citizen and
man and is supported by other men at different points on the same journey.

Fresmasons live by the principles of Brotherly Love {caring for each other and communities), Relief
(assisting those in distress) and Truth (using knowledge and understanding to improve ourselves, our
families and communities). During the Civil War there was a huge resurgence of Freemasonry. Though
the North and South were fighting for their perceived ideals, there was 2lso a comradery that ¢ould not
be extinguished between the Freemasons. Northern Masonic Brothers would protect Southern Masonic
lodges ~ and fellow brothers - since they followed the same codes of conduct. This was a time of
needed brotherhood.

In the creation and establishment of the expanding western territory, Freemasons helped establish civil
order. By building lodges in the new territories, the Freemasons were able to create relationships and
fuel business exchange. "The Freemasons have been builders of not only material things but of
character and morality,” said Joe Aguera, Past Worshipful Master Truckee Lodge No. 200.

Early Truckee Freemasons

Many early explorers were Masons. In 1844, Dr. John Townsend, 2 member of the Stephens-Townsend-
Murphy Party, helped bring the first wagons through the Sierra Nevada 2nd was the first established
doctor in California. Standing on what was to be Truckee's town site, he prophesied that a railroad
would pass through here someday.

in 1868, Truckee became an important railroad station, with the golden spike driven to join the rails
from the East and West in Promontory, Utah. At the same time a group of Truckee Masons were
granted a dispensation by Charles Marsh, Grand Master of Masons in California, to start a lodge. Five
months later, on October 14, 1868, Truckee Lodge No. 200 was given its charter, It convened with 35
Master Masons, 1 Fellow Craft and 2 Apprentice Masons. The Truckee Lodge was named after an Indian
chief and scout who had accompanied John C. Fremont {also 2 Mason) on some of his expeditions in the
West. The indian scout told the members of the Murphy-Townsend-Stevens party how to ¢ross the
Sierras following the Truckee River to its source at Lake Tahoe.



The Need for Railroad Workers

Due in part to the influence of the railroad on the town, the Masenic membership consisted of many
transient railroad workers. It was common during the heyday of the railroads that the opening of the
Lodge would be delayed until one of the trains arrived so the Masonic crew members could fill the
vacant officers' positions and confer the degrees.

The Masonic affiliation was important to not only the railroad workers but also their families. Working
on the railroad was dangerous and injuries were common. The Freemasons have always been family
oriented and were a form of early social security system. They never let a fellow Freemason net be fed
nor sheltered and more importantly, they never let any of their families be without food, clothing and 2
roof over their heads. When a family member was sent on 3 railroad trip, they would wear a necklace
that signified that they were part of the Masonic family and if in trouble could ask for help from other
Freemasons.

Building the Town of Truckee

A steady group of early Truckee business and professional men helped keep the Truckee Masonic
charter open and were recognized as respected, solid citizens of the community. These Freemasons not
enly worked to build the Truckee community but also carried out the Masonic tradition of always
endeavoring to make good men better.

An early Truckee Mason, leading Truckee resident and publisher of The Truckee Republican, Charles F
McGlashan was part of the Truckee Lodge and served as its Master in 1874. He was on the Truckee rolis
from 1873 until his death in 1931. McGlashan was a loyal and faithful servant in both his Masonic and
civic life.

Another leading Lodge member was Frank Carroll Giffen. Giffen first appeared in the roster of Truckee
Lodge %200 in 1877. Prior to joining the Truckee Lodge, in 1863 he joined the builders of the Central
Pacific Railroad and moved to Truckee. Being a Freemason, Giffen understood the importance of
education and established the first school in Truckee, hiring Charles F. McGlashan as its first teacher.

150 Years of Truckee FreeMasons

Freemasonry has never tried to interfere with an individual’s commitment to his faith, family or
occupation. Freemasonry is not and ¢an never be a replacement for these important institutions.
Instead It is a positive environment that reminds every Freemason of himself, his family, community and
the Supreme Architect (an individual's own definition of 2 Supreme Being.)

for 150 years the Truckee Masons have heiped build the town of Truckee. They continue to spread their
good work throughout the community and still believe in brotherhood, community, developing men of
good character and making good men even better.

Sidebar

The Truckee Lodge was one of the few Masonic lodges that sent meeting notices advising that the next
meeting was at a “Regular Meeting on Thursday Evening Next Preceding the Full Moen”. This was to
help make sure the Masonic members could make it to the meeting since many had to travel 28-30
miles or more by horse to get to town. They also wanted to ensurc that the lodge members would have
the light of the moon to be able to make it home. Truckee Lodge was one of just several lunar ledges in




the Califermia jurisdiction and remained so until the by-laws changed the meeting to the first Thursday
of every month.

Additional Sidebars:

- James Reed was a member of the infamous 1846 Donner Party and a Mason. On October 5,
1846 while struggling up a sandy hill in Nevada, two oxen teams became entangled, James Reed
intervened when the teamsters from the two teams engaged in a fight. John Snyder, a teamster,
grew more angry and hit Reed in the head with his whip and was about to hit him again. Reed
stabbed him in the chest with a hunting knife, killing him. The emigrants decide to banish Reed
who, at first, refused to go but then agreed to leave. On October 28, 1846, James Reed was able
to make it to Sutter’s Fort and worked diligently to get back to his family and the other wagon
train survivors to help them across the Sierras. He lived up to the promises made “on the word
of a Mason” to return for the children and others.

- For more information and a list of summer activities going on in Truckee to celebrate the
sesquicentennial of the Transcontinental Railruad go to https://goldspike.org or the Facebook
page: Donner Summit-Truckee Golden Spike Celebration.

About the author:

Jucy DePuy is a retired civil engineer, marketer and a volunteer for the Truckee-Donner Histerical and
Railroad Societies.





