
 

 

COUNTY OF NEVADA 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
Building Department 

950 MAIDU AVENUE, SUITE 170, NEVADA CITY, CA  95959-8617 

(530) 265-1222  FAX (530) 265-8794  http://mynevadacounty.com 

Craig Griesbach, Building Director 

 

PUBLIC HEARING OF THE NEVADA COUNTY BUILDING  
& ACCESSIBILITY STANDARDS BOARD OF APPEALS 

 
DATE:          Tuesday, August 20th, 2019           TIME:             9:00 am         
LOCATION:   Empire Room, Second Floor, Eric Rood Administrative Center 

        950 Maidu Avenue, Nevada City, CA  95959                                
 
AGENDA: 

 Call the meeting to order 
 

 Pledge of Allegiance 
 

 Roll Call               
 

 Approval of minutes from meeting July 8, 2019 
 

 Consider an appeal of a code interpretation from Building Official regarding 2016 California Residential Code 
R317.1.14 Wood Columns as it relates to permit for a two-story barn for a property located at 16887 
Champion Rd, Nevada City, CA, Assessor Parcel Number 004-151-088. 

 
 General discussion regarding Reconstruction Policy #BD-CSC-08-002 

 
 Public Comment 

 
 Adjourn 

 

 
Any documents related to this hearing will be on file and available for public review at the Nevada County Building Department, 
950 Maidu Ave Suite 170, Nevada City, CA 95959 prior to the public hearing date.  
 
The meeting room is accessible to people with disabilities. Anyone requiring reasonable accommodation to participate in the 
meeting should contact the Building Department by calling (530) 265-1524 at least four days prior to the meeting. TTY/Speech-
to-Speech users may dial 7-1-1 for the California Relay Service. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Pursuant to Government Code Section 54954.2, Board members may make a brief announcement or 
brief report on his or her activities. Board members may also provide a reference to staff or other resources of factual 
information, request staff to report back to the Board at a subsequent meeting concerning any matter, or take action to direct 
staff to place a matter of business on a future agenda. 

ADVISORY REGARDING PUBLIC COMMENT: The following procedures shall be in effect with regard to the public comment: 
The total amount of time allotted for receiving such public comment may be limited to not less than 15 minutes during any 
regular Building and Accessibility Standards Board of Appeals meeting. The Chairman may limit any individual to not less than 
five (5) minutes and ten (10) minutes, if representing an organized group. 

 
This agenda was posted on bulletin boards 72 hrs in advance of the hearing at the following locations: Eric Rood Administrative Center  

1) at entrance of building 2) by Board Chambers 3) Lobby of Community Development Agency, Building Department and  
4) MyNevadaCounty.com Website on both Main Calendar and Building Department Calendar 







































BUILDING PLANNING 

preservative-treated in accordance with A WPA Ul for the 
species, product, preservative and end use. Preservatives shall 
be listed in Section 4 of A WPA Ul. 

1. Wood joists or the bottom of a wood structural floor
when closer than 18 inches (457 mm) or wood girders
when closer than 12 inches (305 mm) to the exposed
ground in crawl spaces or unexcavated area located
within the periphery of the building foundation.

2. Wood framing members that rest on concrete or
masonry exterior foundation walls and are less than 8
inches (203 mm) from the exposed ground.

3. Sills and sleepers on a concrete or masonry slab that is
in direct contact with the ground unless separated from
such slab by an impervious moisture barrier.

4. The ends of wood girders entering exterior masonry or
concrete walls having clearances of less than 1

/2 inch
(12.7 mm) on tops, sides and ends.

5. Wood siding, sheathing and wall framing on the exte
rior of a building having a clearance of less than 6
inches (152 mm) from the ground or less than 2 inches
(51 mm) measured vertically from concrete steps,
porch slabs, patio slabs and similar horizontal surfaces
exposed to the weather.

6. Wood structural members supporting moisture-perme
able floors or roofs that are exposed to the weather,
such as concrete or masonry slabs, unless separated
from such floors or roofs by an impervious moisture
barrier.

7. Wood furring strips or other wood framing members
attached directly to the interior of exterior masonry
walls or concrete walls below grade except where an
approved vapor retarder is applied between the wall
and the furring strips or framing members.

R317.1.1 Field treatment. Field-cut ends, notches and 
drilled holes of preservative-treated wood shall be treated 
in the field in accordance with AWPA M4. 

R317.1.2 Ground contact. All wood in contact with the 
ground, embedded in concrete in direct contact with the 
ground or embedded in concrete exposed to the weather 
that supports permanent structures intended for human 
occupancy shall be approved pressure-preservative
treated wood suitable for ground contact use, except that 
untreated wood used entirely below groundwater level or 
continuously submerged in fresh water shall not be 
required to be pressure-preservative treated. 

R317.1.3 Geographical areas. In geographical areas 
where experience has demonstrated a specific need, 
approved naturally durable or pressure-preservative
treated wood shall be used for those portions of wood 
members that form the structural supports of buildings, 
balconies, porches or similar permanent building appurte
nances when those members are exposed to the weather 
without adequate protection from a roof, eave, overhang or 
other covering that would prevent moisture or water accu
mulation on the surface or at joints between members. 
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Depending on local experience, such members may 
include: 

1. Horizontal members such as girders, joists and deck
ing.

2. Vertical members such as posts, poles and columns.

3. Both horizontal and vertical members.

R317.1.4 Wood columns. Wood columns shall be 
approved wood of natural decay resistance or approved 
pressure-preservative-treated wood. 

Exceptions: 

1. Columns exposed to the weather or in basements
where supported by concrete piers or metal ped
estals projecting 1 inch (25 mm) above a concrete
floor or 6 inches (152 mm) above exposed earth
and the earth is covered by an approved impervi
ous moisture barrier.

2. Columns in enclosed crawl spaces or unexcavated
areas located within the periphery of the building
when supported by a concrete pier or metal pedes
tal at a height more than 8 inches (203 mm) from
exposed earth and the earth is covered by an
impervious moisture barrier.

3. Deck posts supported by concrete piers or metal
pedestals projecting not less than 1 inch (25 mm)
above a concrete floor or 6 inches (152 mm)
above exposed earth.

R317.1.5 Exposed glued-laminated timbers. The por
tions of glued-laminated timbers that form the structural 
supports of a building or other structure and are exposed to 
weather and not properly protected by a roof, eave or sim
ilar covering shall be pressure treated with preservative, or 
be manufactured from naturally durable or preservative
treated wood. 

R317.2 Quality mark. Lumber and plywood required to be 
pressure-preservative treated in accordance with Section 
R318.l shall bear the quality mark of an approved inspection 
agency that maintains continuing supervision, testing and 
inspection over the quality of the product and that has been 
approved by an accreditation body that complies with the 
requirements of the American Lumber Standard Committee 
treated wood program. 

R317.2.1 Required information. The required quality 
mark on each piece of pressure-preservative-treated lum
ber or plywood shall contain the following information: 

1. Identification of the treating plant.

2. Type of preservative.

3. The minimum preservative retention.

4. End use for which the product was treated.

5. Standard to which the product was treated.

6. Identity of the approved inspection agency.

7. The designation "Dry," if applicable.

Exception: Quality marks on lumber less than 1 inch 
(25 mm) nominal thickness, or lumber less than nomi-
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