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Subject: Nevada County Ordinance No. 2459

Honorable Supervisors,

I’m contacting you today for the Nevada County Sportsmen Club, (hereinafter “The Club™) with our concerns
regarding the subject Ordinance as written (copy attached). At the time the Ordinance was being crafted, we
“The Club”, were told that it would not impact us in any way due to our long standing history (days and hours

of operation), and thereby be Categorically Exempt. If in fact we are exempt from this Ordinance, “The Club”

formally requests a letter from The Board stating this.

Our concerns with Ordinance No. 2459, “Exhibit A” are as follows:

1. Paragraph C: Shogting hours 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.;

“The Club” has historically shot on Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Saturdays, 10:00 a.m. to

6:00 p.m. and Sundays, 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., which our neighbors both understand and accept. The
6:00 p.m. Club shooting curfew was established to allow our Members that have a later quitting time at
their work to also enjoy the shooting ranges. “The Club” also has three Quiet Weekends which are the
first weekends of June, July and August to provide our neighbors a respite which they enjoy.

2. Paragraph F: No shooting during Red Flag Weather:;

I spoke with a Consolidated Fire Department representative (Mr. Jerry Funk) to discuss our situation,
and his personal view is that we really pose no fire danger, as the shooting ranges at “The Club” are
within a controlled area/environment as described below:

The Rifle / Pistol Range has no vegetation in the shooting lane and is equipped with 6” +/- tall earthen
berms placed at various yardages to catch the bullets (which we reclaim) and are the only locations
targets are allowed to be placed/shot at, thereby eliminating ricochets.



The Trap Range likewise poses no fire danger, as it shoots shotshells into the air at flying targets over
groomed and watered lawn and does not have any “ricochet ability”.

If the Board has any questions, I can be reached by:

Phone at (530) 265-8518
E-Mail at castonls@att.net.

All mailings should be sent to me at both “The Club” address and P.O.Box 1385, Grass Valley, CA 95945. I'm
requesting the dual mailing to eliminate any possibility of “lost mail” from our Club mailbox which in the past,
has happened.

I personally want thank you all very much for your service to the Community and the time you spend on this
issue,

Respectfully submitted,

wuiled d, dg—

Michael W. Caston, Club Member No. 83
Constituent, District 5



ORDINANCE No._2459

OF Tl;lE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF NEVADA

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION G-VII 1.27 OF ARTICLE
1 OF CHAPTER VII OF THE NEVADA COUNTY GENERAL
CODE PERTAINING TO DISCHARGING A FIREARM

THE BOARD-OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF NEVADA, STATE OF CALIFORNIA,
ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION I:

Section G-VII 1.27 of Axticle 1 of Chapter VII of the Nevada County General Code is hereby
amended in its entirety te vead as shown in Exhibit A, attached héreto and incorporated herein by
this reference. :

SECTION II:

If any provision of this Article or the application thereof to any person or circumstance is held
in-v&lid’? the remainder of this Article, including the application of such part or provision to other
circumstances shall not be affected thereby and shall continue in full force and effect. To this end,
provisions of this Article are severable. The Board of Supervisors hereby declares that it wounld
have passed cach section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase hereof
irrespective of the fact that any one (1) or more sections, subsections, subdivisions, paragraphs,
sentences, clauses or phrases be held unconstitutional, involved or unenforceable.

SECTION III:

The Board of Supervisors hereby finds that this Ordinance is exempl from environmental review
pursuant to Sections 150_50'%3(2' , 15060(e)(3), and 1506 1-'.(1133:(-33‘ of the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines (Title 14, Chapter 3 of the California Code of Regulations), as this
action will not result in a direct or reasonably [oreseeable indirect physical change in the
environment and there is no possibility the activity in question may have a s"i‘g’ni%cant effecton the
environment. In addition to the forgoing gencral exemptions, the following categorical exemplions
apply: Sections 15321 (actions taken by regulatory agencies to enforce or revoke a lease, permit,
cerlificate, or other entitlement for use issued adopted, or prescribed by the regulatory agency or
enforcement of a law, general rule standard, or objective, admitted or adopted by the regulatory
agency), and 15308 (actions taken by repulatory agencies as authorized by Iaea-l)ord'inance“m assure
the proteetion of the environment). ' ' '

SECTION TV:

This Ordinance shall take effect and be in full Toree thirty (30) days from and after ifs adoption, and
is shall be come operative onthe __10th day of January , 2019, and before the expiration of
[ifteen -‘(15): days after its pa_gsaﬁ_]e' it shall be published once, with the names of the Supervisors
voting for and against same in the Union, a newspaper of general circulation printed and published
in the County of Nevada,
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PASSED AND ADOPTED by a majority voté of the Board of Supervisors of the County of Nevada at a regular
meeting of said Board, held on the 11th day of December, 2018, by the following vote of said Board:

Ayag!
Noes:
Absent:
Abstain:
ATTEST:
JULIE PATTERSON HUNTER

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
uécfzzoﬁ@pmf;fg

1211172018 ce: GIs* .
Ualon®
COoBY
CoCo*
Qce

Supervienrs Heidi Hall, Edward Scoficld, Dan Miller, Hank
Weston, and Richard Anderson.
None,

None,

None.




EXHIBIT A

“Sec. G-VII 1.27 Discharging a Firearm

Al

It shall be unlawful for any person to discharge a firearm of any sort on-or into property
owned by the County of Nevada, including but not limited to the sanitary landfill,
convenience stations, Administration Building, mainienance yards, airport property,
cemeteries and parks. '

It shall be unlawful for any person to:

1. Discharge any firearm on any parcel zoned by the County ofNevada as R1, R2, R3, or
on any patcel zoned RA and that is comprised of fewer than 5 acres.

2. Discharge any firearm within 150 yards (450 feet) of any dw.silin%housc, residence, or
other building or any barn or any outbuilding used in connection therewith.

3. Discharge any firearm within 1,000 feet of any public or private school or public park
grounds.

4. Except when hunting, to discharge any firéamn in such a manner that the bullet
(projectile) does not remain on the lot or parcel from which it ‘was fired.

Notwithstanding the foregoing, the provisions of subparagraph (B) shall not prohibit:

1. The discharge of a firearm within 150 yardsi(450 feet) of any such dwelling house,
residence; etc. if all buildings within 150 yards (450 feet) of the point of discharge are
owned by (1) the person discharging the weapon, (2) a member of his or her family, or
(3) an invited guest thereof. 5

2. The discharge of a firearm for the express purpose of the lawful slaughtering of animals.

The provisions of subparagraph B shall not apply to any shooting range operated by law
enforcement agencies nor to any shooting ranges existing on the date of the adeption of this
ordinance or amendment, provided the owner or operator has registered the shooting range
with the Sheri{f’s Department within 90 days of the adoption of this ordinance.

It shall be unlawful for any person to discharge any firearm from 5 p.m. to 9 a.m. other
than allowed by Federa] or State law.

It shall be unjawful for any person fo discharge any firearm continuously, for two or more
hours without at least a two-hour breal.

It shall be unlawful for any person to discharge any firearm that results in any noise which

unreasonably disturbs the peace and quiel of any neighborhood, or which causes discomfort

gr annoyance to any reasonable person of normal sensitivity residing within the limits ofthe
>ounty.

The County may consider these factors in determining whether a violation of this subsection
has occurred and whether to issue a citation for a violation:

a. The volume or intensity of the noise;

b. The proximity of the noise to neighboring dwelling houses, residences, or other
buildings; -

c. The proximity of the noise to offices, places of business, or other areas where work
18 carried on; .

d. The nature and zoning of the area within which the noise emanates;



H.

e. The time of day the noise occurs and the relationship of this time to the normal

. activilies of the area in which it occurs and in relation {o the other factors listed in

this subsection; '
f. The dltll'ﬂfiﬁﬂ,-C_OHtI:.IlDOLlS}IESS, or repetitive nature of the noise, and whether the
noise 1s recrurent, ntermittent, or constant for more than two hours without an
c-\:ﬁual break absent of the noise or related sound for at least two hours;
hether the person or business responsible for the noise or related sound has been

previously warned that complaints have been received aboul the noise or related
sound and such person or business has failed to reduce suchnoise to a reasonable
level,
It shall be unlawful for any person to discharge any firearm during a Red Flag Warning or a
Fire Weather Watch issued 'Eys‘lfﬁe'wa:ti onal Weather Service in the location subjeet to the
Red Flag Warming or Fire Weather Watch. This subsection shall not apply to persons legally
engaged in hunting for non-game mammals and/or furbearers in accordance with Title 14,
Sections 466 and 474, of the California Code of Regulations.

The provisions. of this Ordinance shall not apply to the discharge of a fivearm in the defense
of a direct threat to life or to protect property. The provisions of this Ordinance shall niot -
apply to any personconducting a predatory control program on behalf of or licensed by any
federal; state or county agency.

Any violation of this Ordinanee shall constitute a misdemeanor; Frov.i ded however that any
wviolation shall be an infraction subject to the procedures of Penal Code sections 19.6, 19.7,
and 19.8, when:

1. The pmsaeu_tof-'ﬁel_es a complaint charging the offense as an infraction unless the
defendant, at the time he is arraigned, after being informed of his rights, elects to have
the case proceed as-a misdemeanor, or, '

2. The court, with the consent of the defendant, determines that the offense is an infraction
in which event the case shall proceed as if the defendant had been arraigned on an
infraction. complaint.”



