
An Open Letter from the Businesses, Non-Profits, and Civic Leadership of 
Nevada County in Support of California’s Public Health Mandate

You pull up to a 4 way stop in Nevada County, and no one moves because we all 
wave to each other to go first? Sound familiar? If so, then you have experienced 
the Nevada County way. We are the community that takes care of each other. 
Today, we need that community spirit more than ever.

Remember when we sheltered at home and everything was shut down? It was 
hard but we did it and Nevada County held at 41 cases for a month. Then, to 
prevent businesses from failing, and because our mental health from living in 
isolation was threatened, we started to re-open. 

Today we are at 108 confirmed cases of COVID 19 and rising. We have people 
across the spectrum refusing to do what seems to be a much easier sacrifice 
than isolation; wearing a mask in public.  Our businesses, elected officials and 
public health officers are facing threats. These are our community members 
doing their best to keep us safe. Our public health officials are educated in 
science and medicine. They are not politicians, they are public servants 
dedicated to public safety. More than ever our lives depend on being able to trust 
guidance from public health leaders and departments. When we silence or 
threaten those charged with safeguarding the public’s health, we undermine our 
ability to stay as healthy as possible.

Who are we impacting by not following the guidelines? Maybe it’s your 16 year 
old neighbor at their first grocery store job, being harassed while asking a 
customer to wear a mask. Maybe it’s your aunt or nephew who has an auto-
immune disease and is high risk. Maybe it's law enforcement, called over a mask 
dispute, instead of managing a far greater emergency like an accident or fire. 
Where will we be if we don’t follow the guidelines, and cases continue to rise? 
Likely headed into another shutdown which would devastate our local economy 
even more. 

At this moment in history, we will be remembered for our sacrifice and our ability 
to adapt while facing increasing financial instability, mental health challenges, 
and public health crises.  We must ensure Nevada County remains strong. We 
must wear masks, practice social distancing, and wash our hands regularly. This 
is for the benefit of us all.

If you agree wearing a face covering in public and continuing social distancing is 
better than isolation and shutdown, please let your voice be heard. Attend virtual 
public meetings, write or speak to your supervisor or local elected, and share 
your support for enforcement of the mandate. Write a letter to the editor. Write or 
call your favorite stores and commend them or insist they enforce mask wearing. 
Share this letter with your networks. Do your part to keep Nevada County safe 
and resilient. 



Please join us, the undersigned businesses and community members, in taking a 
stand to protect our public health officials, our front line essential workers, our 
neighbors and yourself by following the state mandate to wear a mask when in 
public and signing this petition today! http://chng.it/bcMGsSJdn2 
Together we will rebuild Nevada County. #wearamask #NevadaCountyStrong 
 

Signed, 
 
Julie and Richard Baker, Nevada City 
Dr. Brian Evans, CEO, Sierra Nevada Memorial Hospital, Grass Valley 
Dawn Harris, MD; Chief, Department of Medicine, Director, Emergency Medicine 
Sierra Nevada Memorial Hospital, Grass Valley 
Roger Hicks, Co-owner and Medical Director of YubaDocs Urgent Care, Grass 
Valley 
Linda Rachmel, Co-founder and Owner, YubaDocs Urgent Care, Grass Valley 
Dan Castles, CEO, Telestream, Nevada City 
John and Darlene Abt, Owners, AJA Video Systems Inc., Grass Valley 
Chris Maher, General Manager, Briarpatch Co-op, Grass Valley 
David Painter, Retired, SPD Markets, Nevada City 
Anna L’Esperance, The National and Holbrooke Hotels, Nevada City/Grass 
Valley 
Nevada City Chamber of Commerce, Board of Directors 
Erin & Dan Thiem, owners, Outside Inn & Inntown Campground, Nevada City 
Ron & Julie Carrara, Broad Street Inn, Nevada City 
Michael and Azriel LaMarca, Sierra Cinemas, Grass Valley 
Amber Jo Manuel, Executive Director, The Center for the Arts, Grass Valley 
Jesse Locks, Executive Director, Nevada City Film Festival 
Jeff Clark, Owner, Onyx Theatre, Nevada City 
Celine Adrianna Negrete, General Manager, Onyx Theatre, Nevada City 
Gretchen Bond, Executive Director, Miner’s Foundry Cultural Center, Nevada 
City 
Ali Lightfoot, General Manager, KVMR 89.5, Nevada City 
Julie and Ken Hardin, InConcertSierra, Grass Valley 
John Taber, Executive Producer KVMR Celtic Festival and Marketplace; Festival 
Director, California Worldfest, a benefit for The Center for the Arts 
Ana Action, Executive Director, FREED, Grass Valley 
Marina Bernheimer, Executive Director, Child Advocates of Nevada County  
Jennifer Singer, Executive Director, The Friendship Club, Nevada City 
Jackie Wapp, President, Nevada City Lyons 
Joe Stehmeyer, BSN, Kari Stehmeyer of the Karing Closet of Nevada County 
Eliza Tudor, Nevada City 
Lorraine Gervais, Artist, Nevada City 
Jamie Reeves, Nevada Joint Union Highschool District, Board member, Nevada 
City 
David and Alison L. Cohen, Nevada City, Cohen Defense Group 
Charlie Faber, Owner, C&D Construction Inc, Grass Valley 



Tom Strolle, Best Friends Animal Clinic, Grass Valley 
Dr. Leslie Phillips, Veterinarian, Grass Valley 
Daniel Batchelor, Elevation 2477, Nevada City 
Matt and Michelle Margulies, Accountability Pro, Inc., Nevada City  
John Baker, Nevada City Engineering, Inc. 
Cynthia Stewart, owner, NetLinked Solution, Inc., Nevada City  
Steve Hurley, Licensed Real Estate Appraiser, Grass Valley 
Jack Pascoe, PsyD, Clinical Psychologist, Grass Valley 
Roger Burger, PhD, Immunology, Nevada City 
Cristine Kelly & Gregory Gilbert, Fix Creative & In Balance Physical Therapy and 
Acupuncture,  
Nevada City 
Arly Helm, MS, Nutrition and Food Science, Nevada City 
Jenna Wardel, Glo MedAesthetics, Nevada City  
Micheleen Bowman, Dragonfly Salon, Nevada City  
Stuey Weills, Gray Goose, Nevada City 
Roi Lynn Arnold and Lize Hottegindre, ABSTRAKT, Nevada City 
Nikiya Schwarz, Gold Dust Collective, Nevada City 
Carrie Hawthorne and Kira Westly, Kitkitdizzi, Nevada City 
Rachel Budde, Fat and the Moon, Grass Valley 
Justine Jacus, Beads Galore, Grass Valley 
Lorri Flores, Pete’s Pizza, Grass Valley  
Beth Moore and David Kuczora, Wild Eye Pub, Grass Valley 
Nancy & Tim Solyan, Brew Bakers Coffee & Tea House, Grass Valley 
Dr. Lee Zasloff, Adjunct Professor, Sierra College, Grass Valley 
John Regan, Nevada City 
Kathy & Brett Dotson, Nevada City 
Lucy and Bruce Bottrell, Grass Valley 
Melinda Booth, Nevada CIty 
Carol A. Turner, Nevada City 
Andrew & Cindy Pawlowski, Nevada City 
Nina Janowsky Snegg & Mike Snegg, Nevada City 
Barbara & Ed Thomas, Nevada City 
Roseanne Burke, Nevada City 
Luanne McKinnon, Nevada City 
Melissa Seibold, Nevada City 
Sandra Barrington, Nevada City 
Erika Lee Seward, Nevada City 
Elisa Parker, See Jane Do 
Rick and Nell Moulton, Nevada City 
Andrea Good, Graphic Designer, Nevada City 
Jonathan Hischke, Musician, Nevada City 
Eileen Blodgett and Dori Anderson, Nevada City 
Ingrid Nelson, Photographer, Nevada City 
Amy Cobden, Ph.D, Anthropology/Biology, Nevada City 
Bob Branstrom, Grass Valley 



Leonard and Michele DiFranco, Grass Valley 
Marni Marshall, Nevada City 
Jordan Fisher Smith, Nevada City 
John and Michelle Baker, Nevada City 
Patricia Nelson & Tuck Weills, Nevada City 
Greg Sharp and Karen Leigh Sharp, Nevada City 
Joan Merriam, Nevada City 
Jalana Smith, Grass Valley 
Alison Sweetser, Grass Valley 
Carol Kuczora, Grass Valley 
Vilina Hutter, Nevada City 
Rick & Jan Sweringen, Nevada City 
Regan Gere, Nevada City 
Jaceline Pascoe, Grass Valley 
Jon Blinder, Nevada City 
Kimberly Pepe (Pepper), Homes with Pepper, Rough and Ready 
Marty and Kathleen Lombardi, Grass Valley 
Jason and Tamara Fouyer, Grass Valley 
 
June 29, 2020 



Recipient: Nevada County Board of Supervisors, Grass Valley, Nevada City, Penn Valley,
truckee

Letter: Greetings,

Open Letter in support of California's public health mandate from Nevada
County residents































































































From: Shelly Auble
To: bdofsupervisors; BOS Public Comment
Subject: Please read at the next board meeting
Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2020 5:05:44 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know
the content is safe.

Dear Board Members and Clerk,

According to the California Emergency Services Act (ESA) Section 8558-b: a state of emergency can only be called if the threat 
overwhelms the current resources of the state. 

Furthermore, the state of emergency has to be terminated at the earliest possible date. Section 8558 (b) “State of emergency” 
means the duly proclaimed existence of conditions of disaster or of extreme peril to the safety of persons and property within the 
state caused by such conditions as air pollution, fire, flood, storm, epidemic, riot, drought, sudden and severe energy shortage, 
plant or animal infestation or disease, the Governor’s warning of an California Emergency Services Act 4 California Governor’s 
Office of Emergency Services earthquake or volcanic prediction, or an earthquake, or other conditions, other than conditions 
resulting from a labor controversy or conditions causing a “state of war emergency,” which, by reason of their magnitude, are or 
are likely to be beyond the control of the services, personnel, equipment, and facilities of any single county, city and county, or 
city and require the combined forces of a mutual aid region or regions to combat. 

THUS: A state of emergency related to public health can only be declared if the threat overwhelms the response capabilities of 
California’s health care practitioners 

Thousands of healthcare workers are being furloughed in California, so there is zero evidence of grounds for this state of 
emergency based on public health. 

There is no "threat that overwhelms the current resources of the state" since the covid-related deaths (with inflated numbers) are 
fewer than 3,000 in CA, compared to 6,000+ for the average seasonal flu. 

Therefore, covid-19 cannot lawfully be classified as an "epidemic". An epidemic is when there are disproportionately large 
numbers experiencing an outbreak of a disease. There is no evidence of this in California. 

Therefore, the basis for the State of Emergency is invalid and unlawful (see section 8558 b). As we have clearly seen here in 
California, with the virus fatalities, they are approximately 1/3 of the typical fatalities for a regular seasonal flu. 

Therefore, our state resources are not overwhelmed. 

Therefore the state of emergency should have been terminated according to California law, which states, at the earliest possible 
date that conditions warrant. 

Therefore there are no legal grounds for an additional extension or a new state of emergency to be declared. 

Thus, according to California law, the grounds for the state of emergency do not exist. 

Therefore, the current state of emergency in California is invalid and unlawful. 

Regarding the length of the state of emergency, the law is murky. For the declaration of local emergencies, a governing body is 
required to renew the state of emergency after 30 days. For a state-wide declaration of state of emergency, whereby the state is 
controlling the food and pharmaceuticals, the orders expire after 60 days. § 8627.5. 

The temporary suspension of any statute, ordinance, regulation, or rule shall remain in effect until the order or regulation is 
rescinded by the Governor, the Governor proclaims the termination of the state of emergency, or for a period of 60 days, 
whichever occurs first. 

(Section 8567(b): Whenever the state of war emergency or state of emergency has been terminated, the orders and regulations 
shall be of no further force or effect. 



Preview YouTube video C               

This means that all of the orders that were created under the State of Emergency are also expired, including but not limited to: 
stay at home order, social distancing, wearing of masks, closing of businesses and schools, etc. 

Note: There are countless reports of other state's legislative bodies extending or denying their state of emergency declaration, but 
why nothing from California? 

What evidence (as required by state law) have the health officers submitted to you that supports their orders?

I would like to know what the lawmakers are doing to address this invalid and unlawful state of emergency declaration. Please 
denounce the Governor's authority as he has grossly over stepped and has legal right to continue this state of emergency. Enough 
is enough!

“There is no threat of an epidemic that overwhelms the resources of the state, and therefore according 
to the Emergency Services Act, section 8558(b) there are no grounds for a State of Emergency in 
California.”

— Shelly Auble 
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From: Ed Scofield
To: Julie Patterson-Hunter
Subject: Fwd: My comments for the meeting tomorrow
Date: Monday, July 13, 2020 3:42:43 PM

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "
Date: July 13, 2020 at 2:40:16 PM PDT
To: Ed Scofield <Ed.Scofield@co.nevada.ca.us>
Cc: Heidi Hall <Heidi.Hall@co.nevada.ca.us>, Dan Miller
<Dan.Miller@co.nevada.ca.us>, Richard Anderson
<Richard.Anderson@co.nevada.ca.us>, Sue Hoek <Sue.Hoek@co.nevada.ca.us>
Subject: My comments for the meeting tomorrow

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Ed and Board,

We need to open up our county. It made sense to lock down for two weeks when
we didn’t know what was going on but now according to the CDC, the death rate
is .26 percent which is slightly more then a bad flu. 

Yes, cases are up because we’re testing more. The death rate is way down.  We
flattened the curve now we need to get on with our lives. We are destroying our
businesses and our schools. 

They’ve been trying to make a CV vaccine for almost 30 years. It’s been a
catastrophic failure. The animals developed antibodies but when exposed to the
virus they got much sicker and many even died, while the unvaccinated animals
were fine.  

Studies have suggested that coronavirus vaccines carry the risk of what is known
as disease enhancement, where instead of protecting against infection, the vaccine
can actually make the disease worse when a vaccinated person is infected with the
virus. The mechanism that causes that risk is not fully understood and is one of
the stumbling blocks that has prevented the successful development of a
coronavirus vaccine. 

We cannot stay locked down waiting for some mythical vaccine. MERS and



SARS which were both way more deadly, went away on their own.

Sweden didn’t lock down or close schools. They protected the elderly and
immune compromised and everyone else was out working and going to school.
Their hospitals were not overwhelmed and now they have herd immunity.  We
need to be like Sweden. You can’t hide from a virus. 

We now know, not to put covid positive patients in nursing homes, not to put
patients on ventilators unless it’s a last resort and we have a number of antiviral
treatments that are working. We all need to get back to work.

Can we please have leadership like Placer County where they are actually reading
the science and being leaders! We need you to stand up for our businesses, our
community and our children.  

Thank you,

Sheri Fogarty

Grass Valley

 

Ps…

SARS COv Vaccine info:

This is like when you hear of people getting the flu shot and ending up
with a worse flu then those who didn’t get the flu shot but times a
thousand….

They are going ahead with human trials in Washington State, AND
skipping the animal studies that should be done beforehand (and as usual,
no placebo testing.)

From the article:
Studies have suggested that coronavirus vaccines carry the risk of what is
known as vaccine enhancement (which was called Disease Enhancement
until they changed the name!), where instead of protecting against
infection, the vaccine can actually make the disease worse when a
vaccinated person is infected with the virus. The mechanism that causes
that risk is not fully understood and is one of the stumbling blocks that
has prevented the successful development of a coronavirus vaccine.
Read more here:
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-vaccines-
insight/as-pressure-for-coronavirus-vaccine-mounts-scientists-debate-



risks-of-accelerated-testing-idUSKBN20Y1GZ

Check out this study from 2012:
“These SARS-CoV vaccines all induced antibody and protection against
infection with SARS-CoV. However, challenge ("Challenge" meaning that
they were then exposed to the virus) of mice given any of the vaccines led
to occurrence of Th2-type immunopathology (meaning you get really sick,
even sicker then those not vaccinated) suggesting hypersensitivity to SARS-
CoV components was induced. Caution in proceeding to application of a
SARS-CoV vaccine in humans is indicated.” 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3335060/



From: Julie Patterson-Hunter
To: All BOS Board Members
Cc: Alison Lehman; Mali Dyck; Jill Blake
Subject: FW: Thank you for your continued support of the Public Mask Mandate
Date: Monday, July 13, 2020 4:20:19 PM

Dist 1
 
 
 

From: Stephanie Nix > 
Sent: Monday, July 13, 2020 4:15 PM
To: bdofsupervisors <bdofsupervisors@co.nevada.ca.us>
Subject: Thank you for your continued support of the Public Mask Mandate
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 
Dear Honorable Board of Supervisors,
 
Thank you for your continued support of the CA Public Health Mandate. You have worked tirelessly
to help local businesses make adjustments to come into compliance.  Thank you also for creating
unique and positive public events to help local businesses stay afloat during these impossible times –
Events like the CarHop and Drive-in Movies are giving us safe outlets to get out and have fun.   I
hope to support more of these types of creative solutions in the future.
 
As a large scale event professional, I understand  how dangerous public events can be, not just
through the possibility of viral spread, but through numerous other dangers, like fire, electrical
shock, food safety, and possibilities of physical injury.   Thank you for putting safety first in all the
public gatherings your permit.
 
While there has been a small vocal minority by some resistant to public health, they are only pushing
for unsafe practices that put us all at risk. Please know there is overwhelming public support in
Nevada County to stay the course and continue local compliance with public health orders.
 
I would also like to thank the Environmental Health Department for their assistance in helping our
local restaurants and shops come into compliance.  We were able to skirt the state-wide shut down,
and it is because of the great work of our community leaders.
 
Thank you again,
 
Stephanie Nix

 



From: noreply@granicusideas.com
To: BOS Public Comment
Subject: New eComment for Nevada County Board of Supervisors July 14, 2020 meeting Agenda
Date: Monday, July 13, 2020 4:43:58 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

SpeakUp

New eComment for Nevada County Board of
Supervisors July 14, 2020 meeting Agenda

Stephanie Nix submitted a new eComment.

Meeting: Nevada County Board of Supervisors July 14, 2020 meeting Agenda

Item: 40. SR 20-2909 Acceptance of the 2019 Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) informational
presentation to the Board.

eComment: Thank you for being guided by fact-based peer-reviewed science, while balancing
economics and mental health. It is a difficult task. Please also put more effort into enforcement of
the CA Public Health Mandate so that we can continue to skirt any further shut downs.

View and Analyze eComments

This email was sent from https://granicusideas.com. 

Unsubscribe from future mailings



From: Julie Patterson-Hunter
To: All BOS Board Members
Cc: Alison Lehman; Mali Dyck; Jill Blake
Subject: FW: Public Comment Submission for Meeting July 14, 2020
Date: Monday, July 13, 2020 4:23:33 PM

Dist 1
 
 

From: craigfiels  
Sent: Monday, July 13, 2020 4:19 PM
To: bdofsupervisors <bdofsupervisors@co.nevada.ca.us>; BOS Public Comment
<BOS.PublicComment@co.nevada.ca.us>
Subject: Public Comment Submission for Meeting July 14, 2020
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 
July 13, 2020
 
Board of Supervisors
County of Nevada
950 Maidu Avenue
Nevada City, California
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:
 
Dear Board of Supervisors:
 
After the COVID-19 pandemic had been announced, some public health experts began telling us to
follow a number of disease mitigation strategies that sounded reasonably scientific.  For example,
we were told that everyone, even the healthy, should quarantine at home. All were told to "shelter-
in-place," despite the large body of scientific evidence that shows our immune systems thrive on
diversity of exposures, sunlight, time in nature, and in loving company of others.
 
In a recent interview June 27, 2020, Stanford University epidemiologist, Dr John Ioannidis explains
the accumulated data, which is now available online.
 
What is important to note is that Dr. Ioannidis stresses what we should be looking at the Infection
Fatality Rate, not the infection rates.
 
For Nevada County, the statistics reported do not indicate a second wave. In fact, so far Nevada
County has only one reported death from Covid.  Additionally, there is only one (1) active
hospitalization reported at this time. 
 



Nonetheless, according to the CDC’s data, the high-risk category is elderly people who have one or
more chronic illnesses, such as heart disease, lung disease and diabetes.  For these reasons, those
people who are at risk should take precautions and seek medical advice.
 
In closing, I support a balanced approach to public health guidelines, including Health Freedom –
freedom to choose how I treat my body, including no forced vaccinations.
 
Sincerely,
 
Craig Fiels

Nevada City, CA 95959

 
 
 
Sent with ProtonMail Secure Email.
 



From: Julie Patterson-Hunter
To: All BOS Board Members
Cc: Alison Lehman; Mali Dyck; Jill Blake
Subject: FW: Public Comment Submission for Meeting July 14, 2020
Date: Monday, July 13, 2020 4:35:29 PM

Dist 1
 
 

From: Marta Macbeth  
Sent: Monday, July 13, 2020 4:31 PM
To: BOS Public Comment <BOS.PublicComment@co.nevada.ca.us>; bdofsupervisors
<bdofsupervisors@co.nevada.ca.us>
Subject: Public Comment Submission for Meeting July 14, 2020
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 
July 13, 2020
 
Board of Supervisors
County of Nevada
950 Maidu Avenue
Nevada City, California
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:
 
Dear Board of Supervisors:
 
I am a 65 year old resident of Nevada County. I am an at risk person
according to statistics. 
I have felt very grateful to live in this county where  in fact, so far we have
had only one reported death from Covid.  Additionally, there is only one (1)
active hospitalization reported as of today.   
 
I support a balanced approach to public health guidelines, including Health
Freedom – freedom to choose how I treat my body, including no forced
vaccinations.
 
The safety of a rushed vaccine is highly questionable. 
 
Sincerely,
Marta Macbeth
 





From: noreply@granicusideas.com
To: BOS Public Comment
Subject: New eComment for Nevada County Board of Supervisors July 14, 2020 meeting Agenda
Date: Monday, July 13, 2020 4:57:39 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

SpeakUp

New eComment for Nevada County Board of
Supervisors July 14, 2020 meeting Agenda

Dee Hayward submitted a new eComment.

Meeting: Nevada County Board of Supervisors July 14, 2020 meeting Agenda

Item: 40. SR 20-2909 Acceptance of the 2019 Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) informational
presentation to the Board.

eComment: I appreciate that the Nevada county Board of Supervisors takes covid-19 seriously
and is following the state of California’s lead in keeping all citizens safe. I believe in science, and
I trust what Dr. Fauci and many others are saying about this very dangerous virus. thank you for
keeping this county safe and intern safeguarding our reputation as a caring and intelligent
community.

View and Analyze eComments

This email was sent from https://granicusideas.com. 

Unsubscribe from future mailings




