
Public Comment – Nevada County Supervisor’s Meeting 11/10/2020  

My name is Bob Hubbard and I live on  in Nevada County's District 3.

Today, I’d like to raise your awareness about why Rise Gold, and specifically their CEO Ben Mossman, 
can’t be trusted.  

After purchasing the Idaho-Maryland Mine in 2016, Rise ran afoul of several local regulations while 
doing their initial explorations – ignoring rules designed to protect sensitive habitat along the South 
Fork Wolf Creek, triggering citations, disturbing residents with loud noise, and requiring County 
intervention to bring them into compliance.  

But there’s a history of violations you should know about that runs much deeper than that. CEO Ben 
Mossman’s last venture before joining Rise Gold was a profound failure precisely because of its 
blatant disregard for regulations and poor management practices with respect to protecting the 
environment. His Company, Banks Island Gold, Ltd owned the Yellow Giant Mine in British Columbia, 
Canada which polluted tribal waters, went bankrupt, and left Canadians with a mess to clean up. 

According to an investigative report by the Vancouver Sun in July of 2015, after the pollution spill was 
discovered, Banks Island ignored a stop work order from the B.C. Ministry of Energy and Mines to 
shut down its processing plant and underground operation. In an interview, Al Hoffman, the Chief 
Mines Inspector said “Generally we don’t have this level of confusion and level of non-compliance. It 
worries me, but we are dealing with it as strongly as [we] can within [our] statutory authority, and I 
am going to make sure they are compliant.” 

In August of 2015, a second spill resulted in another shut down order. In January of 2016, Banks Island 
declared bankruptcy and walked away - leaving Canadians with only a $420,000 reclamation bond to 
pay for a cleanup estimated to cost $1.6 million.  

But the story doesn’t end there. Eventually, there were a total of 35 charges issued and in July of 
2016, Mossman and another Banks Island executive, Dirk Meckert, had 18 pollution charges filed 
against them personally. They were initially acquitted of the charges and Mossman was fined $15,000 
(Canadian), but the British Columbia Supreme Court subsequently overturned that acquittal. Despite 
attempts by their lawyers to block a new trial, a Court of Appeals judge just recently issued a decision 
to reject those appeals and the two are set to face a new trial soon.  

Now it’s no secret that the prospect of the Idaho-Maryland Mine bringing new jobs to Nevada County 
has its appeal. But I’m asking you, the Board of Supervisors, to think carefully about the type of 
employer you want to bring in. I’ll leave you with a direct quote from a site electrician who posted an 
employer review on Indeed.com a month after the spill was revealed. 

“Banks Island Gold has no money and no leadership. Most unprofessional employer/company 
operators I have ever encountered. As is evident by a recent shut down order […], management both 
onsite and in Vancouver knowingly operated the mine in violation of the requirements of the Mines 
Act - putting people, the environment, and the business in general in a position doomed to fail.” 



From: Julie Patterson-Hunter
To: All BOS Board Members
Cc: Alison Lehman; Matt Kelley; Brian Foss; Caleb Dardick
Subject: FW: Idaho Maryland Mine Proposal for 11/10/20 meeting
Date: Tuesday, November 10, 2020 1:44:52 PM

Dist 1
 

 

From: Tony  > 
Sent: Tuesday, November 10, 2020 8:52 AM
To: bdofsupervisors <bdofsupervisors@co.nevada.ca.us>
Subject: Fwd: Idaho Maryland Mine Proposal for 11/10/20 meeting
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 
Please read to the board at todays meeting.
 

 
Hydrology and Hydro Geology are complex systems, and not fully understood by the
best professionals in the field. No one studying the Idaho Maryland Mine proposal can
predict what will happen if a company is allowed to pump out 4 million gallons of water
daily, then drill and blast deep into the residential areas of these massive project
boundaries. We do, however, have historical facts of what hashappened to the
environment in the vicinity of deep bedrock mines, here in this county. Need I refer to
the Siskon Mine incident in 1995. Many false promises were made there too. Just like
this current company, they assured that all will be fine. No wells would be impacted,
and dangerous toxic conditions would not ensue. How terribly wrong that was. How
deep the citizens paid, with their devalued property, with their fouled toxic wells, with
their health.
 
Is Nevada County willing to guarantee that this will not happen again? Is Nevada
County willing to place millions of dollars into a bond to cover damages when they
occur? If Nevada County supports this proposal, they Must be responsible for the
potential risks. The Rise corporation is not about to commit to this type of
responsibility, so it clearly falls into the hands of the people that have been elected to
protect and serve us. 
 
By the way, this entire project is NOT zoned for heavy industrial use. It is not
acceptable, nor allowed, to change this. The above ground sites are zoned “light
industrial”. The areas underground are directly below “residentially zoned” areas. What
right does any company have to invade huge residential areas and destroy them? 
 
I urge the Board, that we employ with our taxes, to stand strong and protect your



citizens by rejecting this dangerous proposal. It can only result in heartache, destroyed
lives, property and the environment. Don’t allow our community to become a
deserted, toxic, dry industrial wasteland. 
 
Submitted by
Tony Lauria 

Grass Valley, CA 95945

 



From: BOS Public Comment
To: All BOS Board Members
Cc: Alison Lehman; Matt Kelley; Brian Foss; Caleb Dardick
Subject: FW: Public Comment for November Board Meeting
Date: Tuesday, November 10, 2020 1:49:47 PM

Dist 3
 

 

From: Katherine Thompson   
Sent: Monday, November 2, 2020 8:50 PM
To: BOS Public Comment <BOS.PublicComment@co.nevada.ca.us>
Subject: Public Comment for November Board Meeting
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 
 

Dear Clerk of the Board:
 
Please have the following public comment read at the November Board Meeting:
_________________________________ 
Dear Nevada County Board of Supervisors:
I am a resident of the Grandview Terrace neighborhood in Nevada County. Our
neighborhood sits on the Grass Valley city limits and borders Empire Mine’s Union Hill
section and is close to Bennett Street.  In the past year, many new neighbors have
moved in our neighborhood, some with small children and others with grandchildren.
 They are improving their homes and enjoying the forest, trails, and beauty surrounding
us. 
I am very concerned that opening Idaho-Maryland Mine, a full-scale industrial mining
operation with tons of truck traffic, blasting, and dewatering the groundwater, will
impact our quality of life and eventually ruin the economic growth I am witnessing. 
Also, I spent over a decade with U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and evaluated
Superfund mine cleanups.  Mines have left us a toxic cleanup legacy.  They are
expensive, dangerous, and take decades to cleanup, if they ever are.  Sometimes the
damages cannot be remedied.  Do we really want that in our community?  I don’t.
Please look closely at the subsurface project boundary.  You will see the subsurface
mining area comes very close to the city of Grass Valley, extends under the Greenhorn
neighborhood, under the airport and goes almost all the way to the Brunswick Basin. 
How much new construction has occurred since the Idaho Maryland Mine was last in
full operation in the 1950s? What will be the impacts of blasting under these areas?  Do
we really know?  Does anyone?  Should we take a big risk that could harm our
community and water supply for generations?
I believe we can grow our economy, attract younger people that can choose to live
here, and have a beautiful environment.  Let’s keep the Idaho Maryland mining



operation out of our community.  It’s just not worth it.

Sincerely,

Katherine Thompson

__________

Grass Valley CA 95945

 
 

 

 



From: BOS Public Comment
To: All BOS Board Members
Cc: Alison Lehman; Matt Kelley; Brian Foss; Caleb Dardick
Subject: FW: Public Comments re: Idaho-Maryland Mine and Rise Gold
Date: Tuesday, November 10, 2020 1:47:20 PM

Dist 1
 

 

From: Jane Pelton   

To: BOS Public Comment <BOS.PublicComment@co.nevada.ca.us>
Subject: Public Comments re: Idaho-Maryland Mine and Rise Gold
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 
TO THE NEVADA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
 
My comments relate to the proposed re-opening of the Idaho-Maryland Mine by Rise Gold.
 
First, the Board of Supervisors and staff must ensure that cleaning up the contaminated
Centennial superfund site is linked to the mine project, so that any permits relating to
reopening the mine are withheld until the Centennial site is cleaned up to the satisfaction of
the California Dept of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC).
 
Also, in considering Rise Gold's application, Supervisors need to be aware that Benjamin
Mossman, who is President, Director, and CEO of Rise Gold, is on trial in British Columbia for
environmental pollution in connection with the failed Yellow Giant Mine.
 
Thank you,
 
Jane Pelton
Grass Valley, CA
 



From: BOS Public Comment
To: All BOS Board Members
Cc: All BOS Board Members; Matt Kelley; Brian Foss; Caleb Dardick
Subject: FW: Rise Gold: Idaho-Maryland mine project
Date: Tuesday, November 10, 2020 1:48:45 PM

Dist 3

-----Original Message-----
From: clark william >
Sent: Thursday, November 5, 2020 8:52 PM
To: BOS Public Comment <BOS.PublicComment@co.nevada.ca.us>
Subject: Rise Gold: Idaho-Maryland mine project

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Begin forwarded message:

From: clark william >
Date: November 5, 2020 8:37:54 PM PST

Subject: Rise Gold: Idaho-Maryland mine project

To the Board of Supervisors -

I am William Clark,  Grass Valley, Ca., 95945, 
As a 20 year resident of Grass Valley, I have concerns about Rise Gold re-opening the Idaho-Maryland mine in the
midst of our urban environment. I'll restrict my comments to the most pertinent, at least in my mind.

Economic impacts on Nevada County

Rise Gold is an investment oriented operation and I implore the Board of Supervisors to delve into the degree of
Rise Gold's Capitalization. Do they have the "up front" capital and resources to begin their project and carry forth
operations from the start.  Do they plan to have a remedial Bond in place to restore the property to its orginal state if
and when they decide to pull up stakes and leave the County? The prudent action is to require such a monetary Bond
be in place BEFORE any permit is granted, if you so decide in their favor.

Rise Gold is asking for a 80 year permit for operations. Whatever the Board decides is locked in stone for that
period. A more realistic permit would, in my view, be for 10 years with a review and reassessment after each 10
year period.

You must ask Rise Gold what other underground hard rock mining operations in an urban environment they
currently have underway and what their experience has been in operating in an urban environment.

The Centennial site must be cleaned up before any of Rise Gold's operations can begin. The Board should require
Rise Gold to perform the cleanup work BEFORE their project can begin.

Rise Gold intends to have a work force of some 300 people once operations begin. Nevada County is in no position
to provide the experienced and trained labor needed for underground hard rock mining. Such a workforce will come
from out of the County.



California does not have a mineral extraction tax or a severance tax for underground gold extraction on  private land.
So the $782,000 per day of income from Gold extraction will go directly to Rise Gold, with Nevada County
receiving not one dime from this income other than Property tax, retail sales tax, and payroll tax. (the income from
Gold extraction is from Rise Gold's own estimates).

Aesthetics

A short distance from downtown Grass Valley is the Brunswick and Centenial sites for spreading compacted mine
tailings. These rock piles will be 7 and 9 stories high. Plus buildings on the sites will be will range from 4 to 16
stories high. This is a visible insult to our urban landscape.

Air Quality

Due to the unknowns regarding Rise Gold's effect on our air quality, it would be proactive to have an additional air
quality monitoring station for ozone and particulates at a location determined by NSAQMD. This monitoring station
would be able to measure airborne contaminants from the Rise Gold operations. Rise Gold should be required to
fund the installation and operation of the station BEFORE any construction begins.

These comments go beyond any issues that may be disussed in the project EIR, but they tell me that Rise Gold's
project does not belong in Nevada County's urban environment.

Regards,
William Clark



From: Julie Patterson-Hunter
To: All BOS Board Members
Cc: Alison Lehman; Matt Kelley; Brian Foss; Caleb Dardick
Subject: FW: Idaho Maryland Mine Proposal for 11/10/20 meeting
Date: Tuesday, November 10, 2020 1:44:52 PM

Dist 1
 

 

From: Tony  > 
Sent: Tuesday, November 10, 2020 8:52 AM
To: bdofsupervisors <bdofsupervisors@co.nevada.ca.us>
Subject: Fwd: Idaho Maryland Mine Proposal for 11/10/20 meeting
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 
Please read to the board at todays meeting.
 

 
Hydrology and Hydro Geology are complex systems, and not fully understood by the
best professionals in the field. No one studying the Idaho Maryland Mine proposal can
predict what will happen if a company is allowed to pump out 4 million gallons of water
daily, then drill and blast deep into the residential areas of these massive project
boundaries. We do, however, have historical facts of what hashappened to the
environment in the vicinity of deep bedrock mines, here in this county. Need I refer to
the Siskon Mine incident in 1995. Many false promises were made there too. Just like
this current company, they assured that all will be fine. No wells would be impacted,
and dangerous toxic conditions would not ensue. How terribly wrong that was. How
deep the citizens paid, with their devalued property, with their fouled toxic wells, with
their health.
 
Is Nevada County willing to guarantee that this will not happen again? Is Nevada
County willing to place millions of dollars into a bond to cover damages when they
occur? If Nevada County supports this proposal, they Must be responsible for the
potential risks. The Rise corporation is not about to commit to this type of
responsibility, so it clearly falls into the hands of the people that have been elected to
protect and serve us. 
 
By the way, this entire project is NOT zoned for heavy industrial use. It is not
acceptable, nor allowed, to change this. The above ground sites are zoned “light
industrial”. The areas underground are directly below “residentially zoned” areas. What
right does any company have to invade huge residential areas and destroy them? 
 
I urge the Board, that we employ with our taxes, to stand strong and protect your



citizens by rejecting this dangerous proposal. It can only result in heartache, destroyed
lives, property and the environment. Don’t allow our community to become a
deserted, toxic, dry industrial wasteland. 
 
Submitted by
Tony Lauria 

Grass Valley, CA 95945

 



From: Julie Patterson-Hunter
To: All BOS Board Members
Cc: Alison Lehman; Brian Foss; Matt Kelley; Caleb Dardick
Subject: FW: Public Comment: 11/10 meeting re: Idaho-Maryland Mine project
Date: Tuesday, November 10, 2020 1:41:45 PM

Dist 1
 

 

From: Monique  > 
Sent: Tuesday, November 10, 2020 9:21 AM
To: bdofsupervisors <bdofsupervisors@co.nevada.ca.us>
Subject: Public Comment: 11/10 meeting re: Idaho-Maryland Mine project
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 
Hello,

I am a concerned citizen and live about a mile from the mine’s entrance off Brunswick Rd. I am concerned that no
one has studied the economic cost the reopening of this mine will have on our local community in terms of:
housing resale prices in the whole area, housing sale profits or losses on the newly accepted subdivision off Loma
Rica, the effect a mine will have on the whole region for tourism when there are pretty towns like Truckee nearby
which would likely become the more popular destination for those seeking pristine natural beauty and a charming
downtown as well as the cost born by farms and produce stands all around the GV area but especially in the noise
and activity zone of the mine from motorists not wanting to stop or buy products near what might be seen as an
environmentally unsafe zone. 

I hope you will continue to be diligent about preserving our community’s natural resources as pristine watersheds,
well-managed forest land and our town’s image as a mecca for tourism to those places.

Thank you,
Monique Derenia




