












































Sue Bowman

 
Dream it
Believe it
Achieve it
 



From: Julie Patterson-Hunter
To: All BOS Board Members
Cc: Matt Kelley; Brian Foss; Caleb Dardick
Subject: FW: comment on Gold Rise Mine applications for operation in Nevada County and Grass Valley
Date: Tuesday, December 15, 2020 7:50:54 AM

Dist 1
 

 

From: Rondal Snodgrass  > 
Sent: Monday, December 14, 2020 10:54 PM
To: BOS Public Comment <BOS.PublicComment@co.nevada.ca.us>
Cc: bdofsupervisors <bdofsupervisors@co.nevada.ca.us>
Subject: comment on Gold Rise Mine applications for operation in Nevada County and Grass Valley
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 
I live in Nevada City, 14582 Alderwood Way within District 1  Heidi Hall, Supervisor
 
COMMENT:
 
Much has been said, and much as been documented , and many comments have been submitted re Rise
Gold
 
To understand what this is about, I went to the County website and examined the referenced documents
submitted, and drove to both the Brunswick and Centennial sites.
 
Just a few of the shocking impacts found in the documents are:
 —23 acres of forest to be removed
   -30,00 gallon diesel tank on site
   - explosives used and stored on site-
   -tailings piled higher than most if not any building in the city of Grass Valley
  -millions of yard of fill
  -slurry treated and dumped into Wolf Creek
` -huge volumes of ground water used for pumping and treatment
 - a parking lot for 217 cars
—huge trucks constantly hauling rock and tailings from one site to the other
—Asbestos released from serpentine rocks blasted and removed
-- Truck traffic congesting already busy city and county road.
 
My best analogy is to a horror movie:
The plot is all there: a discredited individual and gang threaten to come to a village and take over resources.
 Their predecessors have been here before and poisoned water, permanently damaged rivers, killed and
removed indigenous people, left toxics for decades and all was for gold.
Gold that will not be used or enjoyed or seen by the village people themselves will be stolen and sent off to



other whereabouts
Then a story of safety, jobs and improved life is pitched to get support from village leaders.
People in the village get scared, enraged want justice and protection. They remember attempts by the likes
of previous perpetrators who have been here before that were dismissed, denied, defeated and done with
but…...
But in this horror movie Zombies come back to haunt the villagers. What is a Zombie? It is an evil entity that
has died put to rest and whose corpse is revived. Knowing how to get to the Zombies and eliminate them
one needs to get to the brain; and destroy it, so in other words the plan and the thinking behind the plan
needs to be eliminated. The champions, defenders of the village, the elected officials, see the threat and
defeat it, but not just once, but once and for all. 
This movie script analogy can have such a good ending and a beneficial resolve.
 
Now is the time to stop the Rise Gold story and move toward formulating laws, strict zoning, ordinances
and policy directives to end the inherent dangers of any and all mining in Nevada County. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rondal Snodgrass
Conservation Land Consultant

 



From: BOS Public Comment
To: All BOS Board Members
Cc: Matt Kelley; Brian Foss; Caleb Dardick
Subject: FW: Rice Gold nightmare
Date: Tuesday, December 15, 2020 8:00:11 AM

Dist 1
 

 

From: Julie Carville  > 
Sent: Monday, December 14, 2020 10:08 PM
To: BOS Public Comment <BOS.PublicComment@co.nevada.ca.us>
Subject: Rice Gold nightmare
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 
December 14, 2020
 
Dear County Board of Supervisors,
I'm writing to express my intense opposition to allowing the Rise Gold's
horrific mining project to come into our community. This mine will damage
our way of life, for all the reasons I'm sure you know about, so I don't need to
waste your time repeating them. 
 
Wasting time and money to even consider allowing any more mines here,
when we know how damaging they have been, doesn't make sense. Mining,
shouldn't be glorified as we done, it has caused severe damage that we are
still trying to clean up after more than 100 years, so let's use some common
sense.
 
I want the Board of Supervisors to pass a law, or do whatever is required to
outlaw any more mines forever in our community. This isn't a dream, it is
doable. We don't need their jobs, we can create jobs that benefit our
community, not rape it. 
 
Please, for all of us and future generations, come up with a law now to
prevent any more wasted money and time to even consider a new mine.
These companies are like monsters that keep coming back to harass us,
demanding the right to be here so they can make money. 
 
I have lived here for 30 years and want our community to protect what it is
that causes people to come here and live with peace and beauty. We have
enough problems to work on here, without one of them being a mine
proposal. Please step up and be leaders for this sensible cause.
 
Thanks and Sincerely,



 
Julie Carville



From: BOS Public Comment
To: All BOS Board Members
Cc: Matt Kelley; Brian Foss; Caleb Dardick
Subject: FW: Public Comment - Supervisors Meeting 12/15/2020
Date: Wednesday, December 16, 2020 7:38:36 AM

Dist 1
 

 

From: R B  > 
Sent: Tuesday, December 15, 2020 7:45 AM
To: BOS Public Comment <BOS.PublicComment@co.nevada.ca.us>
Cc: Ray Bryars  >
Subject: Public Comment - Supervisors Meeting 12/15/2020
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 
 
Public Comment - Supervisors Meeting 
12/15/2020
 
My name is Ray Bryars and I live  in Nevada City.
 
The last few Nevada County Supervisors Meetings have seen an outpouring of concern about the possibility of Ben
Mossman CEO of Rise Gold, re-opening the Idaho Maryland Mine.
 
It is apparent that Nevada County has moved a long way since the last ounce of gold was removed from local mines.
The community no longer wants to be impacted by risky mining projects that have a history of leaving behind toxic
legacies.
 
Resident who live close to the proposed mine, have previously implored the Supervisors to consider that Ben
Mossman’s history of ineptitude, fraud and bankruptcy, means he can’t be trusted. CEO Ben Mossman has a new
trial set for 2021 in Canada where he has left behind environmental cleanup that was estimated to cost $1.6M.
 
It is clear that there is strong community resistance to any kind of mining so close to a residential area, senior
centers, the hospital and downtown Grass Valley. Residents do not want to go through this stress every few years.
They want their elected officials to protect them by putting a stop to any chance of ever opening a mine so close to
Grass Valley. 
 
We need to explore what could be done to protect our community from continuously having to play whack a mole
with a never ending stream of penny stock mining companies. We should be able to develop this area so that it is an
economic benefit to the community. 
 
For the benefit of the residents of Grass Valley, I respectfully request that our Supervisors put in place a team of
community leaders who would be tasked with investigating opportunities to clean up the toxic legacy, identify
options for low impact economic development, while ensuring that we will never have to live in fear of another
penny stock mining company disrupting the lives of so many Grass Valley residents.
 
Thanks for your time
Ray Bryars



From: Julie Patterson-Hunter
To: All BOS Board Members
Cc: Matt Kelley; Brian Foss; Caleb Dardick
Bcc: Barbara Price
Subject: FW: Concerns about Rise Gold and mine
Date: Tuesday, December 15, 2020 5:21:00 PM

Dist 3
 

 

From: Veronika Behlmer < > 
Sent: Tuesday, December 15, 2020 12:35 PM
To: Julie Patterson-Hunter <Julie.Patterson-Hunter@co.nevada.ca.us>
Subject: Re: Concerns about Rise Gold and mine
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 
Thank you Julie. Here you go.
 
December 15, 2020
 
Nevada County Supervisors
Rood Administration Center
950 Maidu Ave.
Nevada City CA 95959
 
Re: Rise Gold
 
Dear Nevada County Board of Supervisors
 
 
 
Is the county planning on doing due diligence of the claim that 300 jobs would be created by Rise
Gold and if a large percent could be filled by locals ? With Gold prices near lifetime highs, anyone
who lives in the area with mining skills is probably at work in the Nevada mines or elsewhere.  Are
we taking their number in good faith even though Mr Mossman has had issues in the past while in
Canada. The EmGold DEIR indicated that there would be 30 employees for a period of
approximately 5 years [page 4.13-3 of the Em Gold DEIR]. This period covered only the dewatering
phase. Why is there such a difference between what Rise claims and EmGold? The 300 or so jobs
could be in the distant future if EmGold was assuming it would take five years to drain the tunnels.
 
Is the county taking on potential liability risk if:
 
-sink hole(s) should occur on county property from draining the tunnels or by the use of explosives
in the tunnels? There have been two in the area in the last five years.
 
-liability from other environmental hazards?
 
For properties at high risk of their wells being dewatered, Rise has offered to pay for water hook up.
What exactly does that mean? Would it mean just put in a meter or bring water via pipe  down



Bennett with homeowner bearing the cost of connecting to the Bennett pipe? The cost would be
considerable as most houses are set back 500 to 2000 feet. The best of my knowledge Rise is not
willing to pay for on going water to affected houses which they claim would be less than a half
dozen. This does not inspire confidence in their hydrology report. Do they feel the problem could be
more widespread than in the report as the cost to Rise would be relatively small  to supply 4-8
houses compared to total costs of the project. 
 
 
The following is a concern, not a question for the Board: A  local property manager who handles 450
units indicated in a recent conversation there is a wait list of 50 people for rentals. If  indeed Rise
does create the jobs they promise, where will the people live with such a tight housing market? Will
they push up rents making it harder for local essential workers to be able to live here? 
 
I understand the need for attracting capital to the area, but with covid and people locating away from
cities, our area would seem to be an attractive alternative to work remotely for workers who would
bring their discretionary income as a shot in the arm for the local economy. If this is the case, this
lessens the need for mining employment.
 
Thank you,
 
Tom Behlmer
 



From: BOS Public Comment
To: All BOS Board Members
Cc: Matt Kelley; Brian Foss; Caleb Dardick
Subject: FW: BOS meeting 12/15/2020- Opposition to Reopening of the Idaho Maryland Mine
Date: Wednesday, December 16, 2020 7:39:44 AM

Dist 1
 

 

From: maryannemurphyesq  > 
Sent: Tuesday, December 15, 2020 9:45 PM
To: BOS Public Comment <BOS.PublicComment@co.nevada.ca.us>
Subject: BOS meeting 12/15/2020- Opposition to Reopening of the Idaho Maryland Mine
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 
Dear Board,
 
I oppose the reopening of the Idaho Maryland Mine.  While there are many issues involved, one
issue is paramount and that is the Fire Risk.
I believe you will find that the operations proposed by Rise Gold constitute a very high and severe
risk of fire.  
 
Californians face right now the highest risk of forest fire from factors beyond in some respects our
control.  To permit an increase in the fire risk in residential and business communities such as ours
from mining operations is the worse possible choice that you could make.  
 
Property owners already are having difficulty qualifying for insurance due to the increased forest fire
risk.  It is highly unlikely that any insurance company will be willing to insure residences and
businesses due to additional risk of fire from mining operation anywhere in Nevada County.  In fact,
if a severe fire broke out  due to mining operations that could not be contained, it could ignite a fire
spreading to all of Nevada City, Grass Valley, and the surrounding areas causing death, injury, and
loss of property.
 
In my view, there are no conditions that will mitigate this risk under the applicant's proposal.
 
Sincerely, Maryanne Murphy, Esq.
 
Murphy Law Firm

 
This communication is confidential and intended for the recipient only.  It is also protected by



attorney -work product and client privileges under California law. 
 
Sent with ProtonMail Secure Email.
 





Sue Bowman

 
Dream it
Believe it
Achieve it
 



From: Julie Patterson-Hunter
To: All BOS Board Members
Cc: Matt Kelley; Brian Foss; Caleb Dardick
Subject: FW: comment on Gold Rise Mine applications for operation in Nevada County and Grass Valley
Date: Tuesday, December 15, 2020 7:50:54 AM

Dist 1
 

 

From: Rondal Snodgrass  > 
Sent: Monday, December 14, 2020 10:54 PM
To: BOS Public Comment <BOS.PublicComment@co.nevada.ca.us>
Cc: bdofsupervisors <bdofsupervisors@co.nevada.ca.us>
Subject: comment on Gold Rise Mine applications for operation in Nevada County and Grass Valley
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 
I live in Nevada City, 14582 Alderwood Way within District 1  Heidi Hall, Supervisor
 
COMMENT:
 
Much has been said, and much as been documented , and many comments have been submitted re Rise
Gold
 
To understand what this is about, I went to the County website and examined the referenced documents
submitted, and drove to both the Brunswick and Centennial sites.
 
Just a few of the shocking impacts found in the documents are:
 —23 acres of forest to be removed
   -30,00 gallon diesel tank on site
   - explosives used and stored on site-
   -tailings piled higher than most if not any building in the city of Grass Valley
  -millions of yard of fill
  -slurry treated and dumped into Wolf Creek
` -huge volumes of ground water used for pumping and treatment
 - a parking lot for 217 cars
—huge trucks constantly hauling rock and tailings from one site to the other
—Asbestos released from serpentine rocks blasted and removed
-- Truck traffic congesting already busy city and county road.
 
My best analogy is to a horror movie:
The plot is all there: a discredited individual and gang threaten to come to a village and take over resources.
 Their predecessors have been here before and poisoned water, permanently damaged rivers, killed and
removed indigenous people, left toxics for decades and all was for gold.
Gold that will not be used or enjoyed or seen by the village people themselves will be stolen and sent off to



other whereabouts
Then a story of safety, jobs and improved life is pitched to get support from village leaders.
People in the village get scared, enraged want justice and protection. They remember attempts by the likes
of previous perpetrators who have been here before that were dismissed, denied, defeated and done with
but…...
But in this horror movie Zombies come back to haunt the villagers. What is a Zombie? It is an evil entity that
has died put to rest and whose corpse is revived. Knowing how to get to the Zombies and eliminate them
one needs to get to the brain; and destroy it, so in other words the plan and the thinking behind the plan
needs to be eliminated. The champions, defenders of the village, the elected officials, see the threat and
defeat it, but not just once, but once and for all. 
This movie script analogy can have such a good ending and a beneficial resolve.
 
Now is the time to stop the Rise Gold story and move toward formulating laws, strict zoning, ordinances
and policy directives to end the inherent dangers of any and all mining in Nevada County. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rondal Snodgrass
Conservation Land Consultant

 



From: BOS Public Comment
To: All BOS Board Members
Cc: Matt Kelley; Brian Foss; Caleb Dardick
Subject: FW: Rice Gold nightmare
Date: Tuesday, December 15, 2020 8:00:11 AM

Dist 1
 

 

From: Julie Carville  > 
Sent: Monday, December 14, 2020 10:08 PM
To: BOS Public Comment <BOS.PublicComment@co.nevada.ca.us>
Subject: Rice Gold nightmare
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 
December 14, 2020
 
Dear County Board of Supervisors,
I'm writing to express my intense opposition to allowing the Rise Gold's
horrific mining project to come into our community. This mine will damage
our way of life, for all the reasons I'm sure you know about, so I don't need to
waste your time repeating them. 
 
Wasting time and money to even consider allowing any more mines here,
when we know how damaging they have been, doesn't make sense. Mining,
shouldn't be glorified as we done, it has caused severe damage that we are
still trying to clean up after more than 100 years, so let's use some common
sense.
 
I want the Board of Supervisors to pass a law, or do whatever is required to
outlaw any more mines forever in our community. This isn't a dream, it is
doable. We don't need their jobs, we can create jobs that benefit our
community, not rape it. 
 
Please, for all of us and future generations, come up with a law now to
prevent any more wasted money and time to even consider a new mine.
These companies are like monsters that keep coming back to harass us,
demanding the right to be here so they can make money. 
 
I have lived here for 30 years and want our community to protect what it is
that causes people to come here and live with peace and beauty. We have
enough problems to work on here, without one of them being a mine
proposal. Please step up and be leaders for this sensible cause.
 
Thanks and Sincerely,



 
Julie Carville



From: BOS Public Comment
To: All BOS Board Members
Cc: Matt Kelley; Brian Foss; Caleb Dardick
Subject: FW: Public Comment - Supervisors Meeting 12/15/2020
Date: Wednesday, December 16, 2020 7:38:36 AM

Dist 1
 

 

From: R B  > 
Sent: Tuesday, December 15, 2020 7:45 AM
To: BOS Public Comment <BOS.PublicComment@co.nevada.ca.us>
Cc: Ray Bryars  >
Subject: Public Comment - Supervisors Meeting 12/15/2020
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 
 
Public Comment - Supervisors Meeting 
12/15/2020
 
My name is Ray Bryars and I live  in Nevada City.
 
The last few Nevada County Supervisors Meetings have seen an outpouring of concern about the possibility of Ben
Mossman CEO of Rise Gold, re-opening the Idaho Maryland Mine.
 
It is apparent that Nevada County has moved a long way since the last ounce of gold was removed from local mines.
The community no longer wants to be impacted by risky mining projects that have a history of leaving behind toxic
legacies.
 
Resident who live close to the proposed mine, have previously implored the Supervisors to consider that Ben
Mossman’s history of ineptitude, fraud and bankruptcy, means he can’t be trusted. CEO Ben Mossman has a new
trial set for 2021 in Canada where he has left behind environmental cleanup that was estimated to cost $1.6M.
 
It is clear that there is strong community resistance to any kind of mining so close to a residential area, senior
centers, the hospital and downtown Grass Valley. Residents do not want to go through this stress every few years.
They want their elected officials to protect them by putting a stop to any chance of ever opening a mine so close to
Grass Valley. 
 
We need to explore what could be done to protect our community from continuously having to play whack a mole
with a never ending stream of penny stock mining companies. We should be able to develop this area so that it is an
economic benefit to the community. 
 
For the benefit of the residents of Grass Valley, I respectfully request that our Supervisors put in place a team of
community leaders who would be tasked with investigating opportunities to clean up the toxic legacy, identify
options for low impact economic development, while ensuring that we will never have to live in fear of another
penny stock mining company disrupting the lives of so many Grass Valley residents.
 
Thanks for your time
Ray Bryars



From: Julie Patterson-Hunter
To: All BOS Board Members
Cc: Matt Kelley; Brian Foss; Caleb Dardick
Bcc: Barbara Price
Subject: FW: Concerns about Rise Gold and mine
Date: Tuesday, December 15, 2020 5:21:00 PM

Dist 3
 

 

From: Veronika Behlmer  > 
Sent: Tuesday, December 15, 2020 12:35 PM
To: Julie Patterson-Hunter <Julie.Patterson-Hunter@co.nevada.ca.us>
Subject: Re: Concerns about Rise Gold and mine
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 
Thank you Julie. Here you go.
 
December 15, 2020
 
Nevada County Supervisors
Rood Administration Center
950 Maidu Ave.
Nevada City CA 95959
 
Re: Rise Gold
 
Dear Nevada County Board of Supervisors
 
 
 
Is the county planning on doing due diligence of the claim that 300 jobs would be created by Rise
Gold and if a large percent could be filled by locals ? With Gold prices near lifetime highs, anyone
who lives in the area with mining skills is probably at work in the Nevada mines or elsewhere.  Are
we taking their number in good faith even though Mr Mossman has had issues in the past while in
Canada. The EmGold DEIR indicated that there would be 30 employees for a period of
approximately 5 years [page 4.13-3 of the Em Gold DEIR]. This period covered only the dewatering
phase. Why is there such a difference between what Rise claims and EmGold? The 300 or so jobs
could be in the distant future if EmGold was assuming it would take five years to drain the tunnels.
 
Is the county taking on potential liability risk if:
 
-sink hole(s) should occur on county property from draining the tunnels or by the use of explosives
in the tunnels? There have been two in the area in the last five years.
 
-liability from other environmental hazards?
 
For properties at high risk of their wells being dewatered, Rise has offered to pay for water hook up.
What exactly does that mean? Would it mean just put in a meter or bring water via pipe  down



Bennett with homeowner bearing the cost of connecting to the Bennett pipe? The cost would be
considerable as most houses are set back 500 to 2000 feet. The best of my knowledge Rise is not
willing to pay for on going water to affected houses which they claim would be less than a half
dozen. This does not inspire confidence in their hydrology report. Do they feel the problem could be
more widespread than in the report as the cost to Rise would be relatively small  to supply 4-8
houses compared to total costs of the project. 
 
 
The following is a concern, not a question for the Board: A  local property manager who handles 450
units indicated in a recent conversation there is a wait list of 50 people for rentals. If  indeed Rise
does create the jobs they promise, where will the people live with such a tight housing market? Will
they push up rents making it harder for local essential workers to be able to live here? 
 
I understand the need for attracting capital to the area, but with covid and people locating away from
cities, our area would seem to be an attractive alternative to work remotely for workers who would
bring their discretionary income as a shot in the arm for the local economy. If this is the case, this
lessens the need for mining employment.
 
Thank you,
 
Tom Behlmer
 



From: BOS Public Comment
To: All BOS Board Members
Cc: Matt Kelley; Brian Foss; Caleb Dardick
Subject: FW: BOS meeting 12/15/2020- Opposition to Reopening of the Idaho Maryland Mine
Date: Wednesday, December 16, 2020 7:39:44 AM

Dist 1
 

 

From: maryannemurphyesq  > 
Sent: Tuesday, December 15, 2020 9:45 PM
To: BOS Public Comment <BOS.PublicComment@co.nevada.ca.us>
Subject: BOS meeting 12/15/2020- Opposition to Reopening of the Idaho Maryland Mine
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 
Dear Board,
 
I oppose the reopening of the Idaho Maryland Mine.  While there are many issues involved, one
issue is paramount and that is the Fire Risk.
I believe you will find that the operations proposed by Rise Gold constitute a very high and severe
risk of fire.  
 
Californians face right now the highest risk of forest fire from factors beyond in some respects our
control.  To permit an increase in the fire risk in residential and business communities such as ours
from mining operations is the worse possible choice that you could make.  
 
Property owners already are having difficulty qualifying for insurance due to the increased forest fire
risk.  It is highly unlikely that any insurance company will be willing to insure residences and
businesses due to additional risk of fire from mining operation anywhere in Nevada County.  In fact,
if a severe fire broke out  due to mining operations that could not be contained, it could ignite a fire
spreading to all of Nevada City, Grass Valley, and the surrounding areas causing death, injury, and
loss of property.
 
In my view, there are no conditions that will mitigate this risk under the applicant's proposal.
 
Sincerely, Maryanne Murphy, Esq.
 
Murphy Law Firm
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