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Joy Brann, mph 

Health Management Services 

         

March 9, 2021 

To:    Public Officials of Nevada County 

Board of Supervisors: Dan Miller, Heidi Hall, Ed Scofield, Sue Hoek, Hardy Bullock 

Public Health Director: Jill Blake, Public Health Officer: Scott Kellerman, M.D. 

Environmental Health: Amy Irani 

County Executive: Alison Lehman, County Counsel: Kit Elliott 

Chiefs of Police, Nevada City and Grass Valley: Chad Ellis, Alex Gammelgard, Sheriff Shannon Moon 

From: Joy Brann, MPH, Children’s Health Defense, California state chapter 

Subject: SUPPORT passage of Item SR 21-0178, the Resolution supporting reopening Nevada 

County safely in response to COVID-19 in coordination with our County Health 

authorities. 

Public Comment, March 9, 2021, District 1, Supervisor Hall 

Greetings, 

I have been a public health professional for over 25 years, first as a community health educator 

and more recently in health policy. I represent the California state chapter of Children’s Health 

Defense (CHD), focusing on advocacy and legal defense in our state.  

I ask that you vote in favor of SR 21-0178, the Resolution supporting reopening Nevada County 

safely.  

First, I honor all losses we have endured this last year, personally and collectively. 

To reopen safely we must restore a sense of confidence, safety and trust between each other and 

in the public domain. We need to look at what has caused all losses, including community 

coherence and preventable deaths. 

Last March, we were told to isolate as SARS-Cov2 appeared in our country. The Reverse-

Transcriptase Polymerase Chain Reaction (RT-PCR) test was given Emergency Use Authorization 

(EUA), for investigational and experimental use, and cannot be mandated by federal and state 

law (CA Health & Safety Code § 24172). The Nobel Prize inventor of the PCR test, Kary Mullis 

(who died August 2019), was very clear that the PCR test is used for research and cannot 

diagnose or determine if someone is sick or infectious. The PCR test should only be used in a 

clinical setting for those with symptoms, combined with an exam by a licensed medical 

professional. A positive result should then be clinically correlated with patient history and other 

diagnostic information to determine patient infection status.  
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The PCR test is being used experimentally. Any positive result is unconfirmed until the patient is 

also tested for flu, pertussis, tuberculosis, or many of the other 1400 human pathogens 

associated with symptoms similar to COVID-19. Without this additional standard differential 

diagnosis, any positive test results in confirmation bias, falsely attributing all symptoms like cough 

or a fever to COVID.  

Misuse of the PCR test has increased unfounded fears by inflating the number of positive cases 

without confirmation of actual infection. Setting the Cycle threshold (Ct) above 35 cycles 

amplifies the viral load and is responsible for 97% of false positive tests. Public perception has 

been manipulated by changing the Cycle threshold to increase or decrease the number of cases, 

erroneously conflating it with infectiousness. So far, there have been over 900 lawsuits filed 

against the Centers for Disease Control and Health and Human Services to challenge this 

fraudulent reporting. People have also been deceived and divided against each other by 

misinformation about asymptomatic transmission, used to enforce self-suffocation by wearing a 

face mask. The imposition of face mask wearing is directly against controlled clinical trial 

evidence and against written policy in the Journal of the American Medical Association:  

“There is no evidence to suggest that face masks worn by healthy individuals are effective in 

preventing people from becoming ill.” 

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2762694?fbclid=IwAR2RE-c4V-

fhUodui0JQRbiHRcgEJuDKG_21N4oL5zAfciQfWCyHAsetJmo  

The Wuhan China study of 10 million residents demonstrated that asymptomatic transmission 

was non-existent when virus cultures were negative for all asymptomatic positive and re-positive 

cases. 

Nevada County BOS has endorsed public health policies that have wrongly punished and divided 

our community. A test that delivers a majority of false positives doesn’t measure infectiousness. 

True outbreaks are always driven by the symptomatic person; an epidemic is not driven by 

asymptomatic carriers.  

Our community has been terrorized by fear, resulting in preventable losses of life and property. 

No one, not students or teachers, not our elderly or sick, should be victims of experimental tests 

or reckless, untested restrictions being used to enforce bullying and isolation from public life. 

Interrupting public comments, to tell people to cover their faces while speaking in an empty 

chamber, is psychological intimidation and coercion, not preventive health.   

Please vote in favor of the resolution to begin the process of safely reopening our County. We 

deserve a full uncensored audit of deaths, and to know the full impacts of the COVID response, so 

we may begin to repair and restore our healthy community. 

Thank you, Joy Brann, Children’s Health Defense, California state chapter 



From: Kathryn Davis
To: bdofsupervisors
Subject: OPPOSE SR21 - 0178
Date: Monday, March 8, 2021 3:28:17 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Supervisors,

A couple of definitions to assist you in your deliberations.  

Pandemic - (of a disease) prevalent over a whole country or world.

Asinine - extremely or utterly foolish or silly

In a sentence- It would be ASININE to believe you can manage a PANDEMIC at a local level.

Kathryn Davis, Nevada County Citizen
Tired, isolated, vaccinated and having the common decency to follow State mandates and
CDC advice.

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

Cannot identify District





From: SUSAN GENOVESE
To: BOS Public Comment; bdofsupervisors
Subject: Healthy Communities” Resolution
Date: Monday, March 8, 2021 3:28:06 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hello ~ My name is Susan Genovese.  I live in Nevada County. 

There are groups in our community that reject the existence of Covid-19 and

are trying to intimidate the Board of Supervisors to consider a passage of an

irresponsible resolution that disregards the public health of Nevada County

residents.  

I am asking the Nevada County Board of Supervisors to do the following: 

1. Listen to the experts like Public Health Officer Scott Kellermann.
2. Ignore outside political pressure.

3. Continue prioritizing public health.

The only way our businesses here in Nevada County will be able to reopen and

stay open is for our county to beat this horrible virus.   And the only that can

happen is to put the public health of the citizens of Nevada County first.   

Thank you for your time. 

Cannot identify District



From: Fred Finney
To: bdofsupervisors
Subject: Re: Response to the COVID-19 pandemic
Date: Monday, March 8, 2021 3:28:10 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Board of Supervisors,

I am writing to urge the Board to NOT open Nevada County establishments now and
risk the health of the community.  Please follow the guidelines set by our public health
officials and to partially open only when we are no longer in the purple tier. We have
been patient too long to open up prematurely and blow it now.

SIncerely,

Fred Finney

Grass Valley, CA 95949 
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From: Jeanne Palmer
To: BOS Public Comment
Subject: Healthy Communities Resolution
Date: Monday, March 8, 2021 7:49:23 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

With the vaccines, we are so close to finally beating this pandemic.  It’s important at this point to follow the advice
of Scott Kellerman and the public health professionals when deciding how to best open up our communities.  We
still have widespread Covid in Nevada County. Thank you for your consideration.

Jeanne Palmer
Nevada City
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From: Betsy Hamilton
To: BOS Public Comment
Subject: Support for SR 21-0178
Date: Monday, March 8, 2021 8:09:14 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am a registered voter living in District [insert your district number if you know it, or the name of
your Supervisor if you know it, or your address] and I support passage of SR 21-0178 to safely
reopen our county based on local data. 
Kind regards,

Betsy Hamilton 

Cannot confirm District







From: Randy Smith
To: BOS Public Comment
Subject: Subject: Support for SR 21-0178
Date: Monday, March 8, 2021 8:13:59 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am a registered voter living in Nevada county  and I support passage of SR
21-0178 to safely reopen our county based on local data. Thanks Randy
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We have passed through the most severe period of this pandemic, multiple effective medical 

treatments exist, vaccines are being administered, new cases are decreasing, the survival rate 

is increasing, the warming weather in the months ahead will further decrease the activity of 
this 
virus, and our physical and mental well-being and our need for personal liberty requires we be 

treated as adults to make informed decisions.

States and countries that have not locked down their populations or picked essential and non-

essential businesses have fared about the same as those that have imposed the most severe 

lockdowns and restrictions. And they have avoided the secondary physical and mental impacts 

of lockdowns.

Please allow our children to play sports! Professional sports and most collegiate sports are in 
full swing while our high schoolers and younger are being denied this very important right.
Also, please allow our children to attend in-person, full time school. There are a few schools 
in the area and in other counties that have
been open since early last fall! 

Thank you,

Heidi Wickstrom 



From: Mark Thielen
To: BOS Public Comment
Subject: SR 21 -0178
Date: Monday, March 8, 2021 9:04:09 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Supervisor,
I reside in Nevada county, I believe my supervisor is Ms. Honecker.
I support this bill to open Nevada County apart from statewide mandates and I encourage the Board of Supervisors
to pass this bill.
 Thank you
Mark Thielen

Sent from my iPad
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From: Christina Embody
To: BOS Public Comment
Subject: Re-opening
Date: Monday, March 8, 2021 9:19:23 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am a registered voter living in Grass Valley, Ca. I support the passage of SR21-0178 to safely open our county
based on local data.

Christina Embody

Sent from my iPad
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From: TINA EMBODY
To: BOS Public Comment
Subject: Safely reopening
Date: Monday, March 8, 2021 9:21:12 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am a registered voter living in grass Valley . I support the passage of SR21-0178 to safely reopen our county based
on local data.

Stephen P. Embody

Sent from my iPad
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From: Kim Gilpatrick
To: BOS Public Comment
Subject: SR 21 - 0178
Date: Monday, March 8, 2021 9:59:07 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Board of Directors,
I am writing in support of re-opening our beautiful town and supporting local businesses.  Please consider the local
inhabitants and their ability to act responsibly.
Thank you,
Kim Gilpatrick

Sent from my iPhone

Unable to identify District







 
This Resolution is a well-balanced approach that still allows safeguards for the most
sensitive and health-compromised individuals in our community.
 
Thank you in advance for voting in favor of this Item!
 

Sean M. O'Neill

Penn Valley, Calif. 95946



From: Connie Kays
To: BOS Public Comment
Subject: Open our county
Date: Monday, March 8, 2021 10:38:41 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Please open our county. This has gone on long enough. We need to be free of this bondage.
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Kaytie Ettlin
To: BOS Public Comment
Subject: Support for SR 21-0178
Date: Monday, March 8, 2021 10:49:06 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am a registered voter living in District 4 (Supervisor Sue Hoek) and I support
passage of SR 21-0178 to safely reopen our county based on local data.

Thank you,

Kaytie Ettlin 
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Thank you,
Cheryl Snavely

GV











From:
To: BOS Public Comment
Cc: Cynthia Hren
Subject: SR 21-0178
Date: Monday, March 8, 2021 11:12:02 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear board members,

I am a registered voter living in District Three and I support passage of SR 21-0178 to safely
reopen our county based on local data. I’m also on the Republican Central committee for
Nevada County. Our county needs to be open for all the right reasons to save our local
economy and unite our people financially. We can no longer stay shutdown we all need to be
out in the good weather that is coming and enjoy our beautiful cities and all the things that
make our county great.

Sincerely relying on your good judgement in this matter,
Madelene Testa
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From: Tammy Becker
To: BOS Public Comment
Subject: Reopen Our County and Our Businesses! Support SR 21-0178
Date: Monday, March 8, 2021 11:43:48 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Supervisors,

I am a registered voter living at  Grass Valley and I SUPPORT passage of
Item SR 21-0178 on the March 9, 2021 BOS Agenda.  As you know, this is the resolution to
safely reopen our County based on local data, in coordination with Nevada County Health
authorities.

Yes, each of the 58 counties in California is unique and an effective approach to the pandemic
must allow tailoring the response in consideration of local conditions.  Nevada County is a
mid-sized rural county and the state-wide mandates do not afford optimal guidance to our
County.

A key point is that this resolution supports reopenng SAFELY and in coordination with
Nevada County Health authorities.  This resolution does NOT result in a complete and sudden
removal of all restrictions, but rather it allows local authorities to safely respond to local
conditions. 

This resolution will allow a balancing of considerations including the many negative
secondary physical, economical and mental aspects of continued restrictions.  These negative
impacts include depression, suicides, loss of livelihood, spousal and child abuse, long-term
mental health and social impacts, greatly diminished education of our children and more.  The
severe negative secondary impacts must be balanced against the very high survival rate of
those infected with COVID-19 (greater than 99%!), the continued decrease in cases and deaths
and the increased understanding by the medical professionals of how to effectively treat cases.

This resolution does not force citizens to abandon their own desires to wear masks and to
social distance.  It does not force citizens to dine out in restaurants.  It does not force citizens
to do anything.  It does allow individuals to make informed decisions on how to conduct their
lives, still in consideration of advice from local authorities.

We have passed through the most severe period of this pandemic.  Multiple effective medical
treatments exist, vaccines are being administered, new cases are decreasing, the survival rate is
increasing, the warming weather in the months ahead will further decrease the activity of this
virus.  Our physical and mental well-being, as well as our need for personal liberty, requires
we be treated as adults to make informed decisions.

States and countries that have not locked down their populations nor picked essential/non-
essential businesses have fared about the same as those that have imposed the most severe
lockdowns and restrictions.  And they have avoided the secondary physical, economical and
mental impacts of lockdowns.  
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This Resolution is a well-balanced approach that still allows safeguards for the most sensitive
and health compromised individuals in our community.  Please support your community. 
Support SR 21-0178.  Thank you.

Respectfully,
Tammy Becker





From: Casey Klein
To: BOS Public Comment; Heidi Hall
Subject: Support for SR 21-0178
Date: Monday, March 8, 2021 11:50:57 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Supervisors,

I am a registered voter in District 1 residing in beautiful Cedar Ridge, and I FULLY support the passage of SR 21-
0178 to safely reopen our county based on local data.

Best Regards,
Casey Klein

Sent from my iPhone
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decisions on how to conduct their lives, still in consideration of
advice from local health authorities.
We have passed through the most severe period of this
pandemic, multiple effective medical treatments exist,
vaccines are being administered, new cases are decreasing,
the survival rate is increasing, the warming weather in the
months ahead will further decrease the activity of this virus,
and our physical and mental well-being and our need for
personal liberty requires we be treated as adults to make
informed decisions.

States and countries that have not locked down their
populations or picked essential and non-essential businesses
have fared about the same as those that have imposed the
most severe lockdowns and restrictions.  And they have
avoided the secondary physical and mental impacts of
lockdowns.

This Resolution is a well-balanced approach that still allows
safeguards for the most sensitive and health-compromised
individuals in our community.

Thank you for your consideration,

Kate Williams





From: Gary Davis
To: BOS Public Comment
Subject: OPPOSE SR22-0178
Date: Monday, March 8, 2021 12:11:43 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

It is not realistic to think that local officials, especially politicians, are better able to
make these decisions. It is bad enough to have "control" at the state level, as
demonstrated by the political decision by the governor of Texas to ignore the
likelihood of another surge in his state
Sent from AT&T Yahoo Mail on Android
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From: Shila Van Wagenen
To: BOS Public Comment
Subject: In support of Resolution SR-21-0178
Date: Monday, March 8, 2021 12:03:19 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Supervisors, I reside in District 1 and am writing in SUPPORT of
passage of Item SR 21-0178 on the March 9, 2021 BOS Agenda, the
Resolution supporting reopening Nevada County safely in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic, in coordination with Nevada County Health
authorities.

There are many of us who feel this lockdown has negatively impacted
Nevada County and we must make efforts to open everything up as soon
as possible.

Thank you -
Shila Van Wagenen

-- 

Virus-free. www.avast.com
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From: casey
To: BOS Public Comment
Date: Monday, March 8, 2021 12:16:44 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Supervisors, I reside in District 3 and am writing in SUPPORT of passage of Item SR 21-
0178 on the March 9, 2021 BOS Agenda, the Resolution supporting reopening Nevada County
safely in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, in coordination with Nevada County Health
authorities.

Sent from Mail for Windows 10

Cannot identify district



From: Jennifer Bernardo
To: BOS Public Comment
Subject: Support for SR 21-0178
Date: Monday, March 8, 2021 12:26:59 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am a registered voter living in Rough and Ready, California and I support passage of SR 21-0178 to
safely reopen our county based on local data. 

We need to open businesses and ESPECIALLY schools.

Thank you.

Jennifer Bernardo
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From: Melissa Hawk
To: BOS Public Comment
Subject: Open County
Date: Monday, March 8, 2021 12:31:52 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

It's time!!!!

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Doug Becker
To: BOS Public Comment
Subject: Reopen Our County and Our Businesses! Support SR 21-0178
Date: Monday, March 8, 2021 12:34:18 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of County of Nevada email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Supervisors,

I am a registered voter living at , Grass Valley and I SUPPORT passage of
Item SR 21-0178 on the March 9, 2021 BOS Agenda.  As you know, this is the resolution to
safely reopen our County based on local data, in coordination with Nevada County Health
authorities.

Yes, each of the 58 counties in California is unique and an effective approach to the pandemic
must allow tailoring the response in consideration of local conditions.  Nevada County is a
mid-sized rural county and the state-wide mandates do not afford optimal guidance to our
County.

A key point is that this resolution supports reopenng SAFELY and in coordination with
Nevada County Health authorities.  This resolution does NOT result in a complete and sudden
removal of all restrictions, but rather it allows local authorities to safely respond to local
conditions. 

This resolution will allow a balancing of considerations including the many negative
secondary physical, economical and mental aspects of continued restrictions.  These negative
impacts include depression, suicides, loss of livelihood, spousal and child abuse, long-term
mental health and social impacts, greatly diminished education of our children and more. 
The severe negative secondary impacts must be balanced against the very high survival rate of
those infected with COVID-19 (greater than 99%!), the continued decrease in cases and deaths
and the increased understanding by the medical professionals of how to effectively treat cases.

This resolution does not force citizens to abandon their own desires to wear masks and to
social distance.  It does not force citizens to dine out in restaurants.  It does not force citizens
to do anything.  It does allow individuals to make informed decisions on how to conduct their
lives, still in consideration of advice from local authorities.

We have passed through the most severe period of this pandemic.  Multiple effective medical
treatments exist, vaccines are being administered, new cases are decreasing, the survival rate is
increasing, the warming weather in the months ahead will further decrease the activity of this
virus.  Our physical and mental well-being, as well as our need for personal liberty, requires
we be treated as adults to make informed decisions.

States and countries that have not locked down their populations nor picked essential/non-
essential businesses have fared about the same as those that have imposed the most severe
lockdowns and restrictions.  And they have avoided the secondary physical, economical and
mental impacts of lockdowns.  
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This Resolution is a well-balanced approach that still allows safeguards for the most sensitive
and health compromised individuals in our community.  Please support your community. 
Support SR 21-0178.  Thank you.

Respectfully,
Doug Becker






