
RESOLUTION No. 
Y ' 

9 . 

OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF NEVADA 

RESOLUTION DESIGNATING THE KENTUCKY RIDGE MINE 
SITE, LOCATED 10615 LONE LOBO TRAIL, NEVADA CITY, CA 
95959 (APN 052-060-018) AS NEVADA COUNTY HISTORICAL 
LANDMARK NEV 21-01 

WHEREAS, the Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission (NCHLC) was 
established in 1969 to promote the general welfare of Nevada County and its citizens through 
official recognition, recording, marking, preserving, and promoting the historical resources of 
Nevada County; and 

WHEREAS, the NCHLC has since sustained an active program of cataloging and 
recommending for designation historical sites and structures throughout Nevada County; and 

WHEREAS, the NCHLC accepts applications, processes and verifies applications for 
proposed historical landmark designation and recommends said landmark designations for 
approval by the Nevada County Board of Supervisors; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors supports the promotion of the public health, safety, 
and general welfare by providing for the identification, protection, enhancement, perpetuation, 
and use of improvements, buildings, structures, signs, objects, features, sites, places, districts, and 
areas within the County that reflect special elements of the County 's architectural, artistic, 
cultural, engineering, aesthetic, historical, political, social, and other heritage, by allowing their 
registration as Nevada County Historical Landmarks for the following reasons: 

1: Safeguarding Nevada County's heritage as embodied and reflected in the 
Kentucky Ridge Mine Site located at 10615 Lone Lobo Trail, Nevada City, CA 
95959 (APN 052-060-018), representing its influence on Nevada County's 
cultural and social history, and commemorating the people who were brought 
to work there and became part of our early communities; and 

2. Encouraging public knowledge, understanding, and appreciation of Nevada 
County's history as reflected in its heritage; and 

3. Fostering civic and neighborhood pride and a sense of identity based upon the 
recognition and use of cultural resources; and 

4. Preserving diverse and harmonious architectural styles and design innovations; 
and 

5. Enhancing property values to increase economic and financial benefits to 
Nevada County and its inhabitants by preserving and promoting historical 
buildings; and 



6. Protecting and enhancing Nevada County's attraction to tourists and visitors, 
thereby stimulating business and industry; and 

7. Identifying as early as possible and resolving conflicts between the 
preservation of cultural resources and alternative land uses in a section of 
Nevada County that may see future population growth. 

WHEREAS, on May 7, 2021, the NCHLC received a revised application from Craig 
Rohrsen, requesting that the Kentucky Ridge Mine Site be designated as a Nevada County 
Historical Landmark; and 

WHEREAS, at its March 19, 2021 meeting,the NCHLC verified and unanimously 
approved the Application and now recommends that the Board of Supervisors designate the 
Property as a Nevada County Historical Landmark. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Supervisors of the County of 
Nevada hereby accepts the NCHLC's recommendation and designates in the Kentucky Ridge 
Mine Site located at 10615 Lone Lobo Trail, Nevada City, CA 95959 (APN 052-060-018) as 
Nevada County Historical Landmark NEV 21-01. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the Board is hereby directed to record a 
certified copy of this Resolution with the Office of the Nevada County Clerk-Recorder within ten 
(10) days after the adoption hereof. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Nevada at a regular meeting of 
said Board, held on the 22nd day of June, 2021, by the following vote of said Board: 

Ayes: Supervisors Heidi Hall, Edward Scofield, Dan Miller, Susan 
K. Hoek and Hardy Bullock. 

Noes: None. 

Absent: None. 

Abstain: None. 
ATTEST: 

JULIE PATTERSON HUNTER 
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

~Gt u~u.-.~~--~ 
Dan Miller, Chair 

6/22/2021 cc: COB* 
AC* 
HLC* 



Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission 
P.O. Box 1014 

Nevada City, California 95959 
info@ nevadacountvlandmarks.com 

530-274-7118 

19 March 2021 

Nevada County Board of Supervisors 
950 Maidu Avenue 
Nevada City, CA 95959 

Honorable Chair and Board Members: 

At today's meeting of the Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission, the 
Commission voted unanimously to recommend to the Board that the application for 
landmark designation of the Kentucky Ridge Mine Slave Colony be approved. The 
applicant is Craig Rohrsen. A plaque will be placed on his property at 10615 Lone Lobo 
Trail in Nevada City. The landmark is to be designated as Nevada County Historical 
Landmark NEV 21-01. 

From 1851-1852, the Kentucky Ridge Mine was the largest enterprise in 
California operated by enslaved black labor. During gold rush days, Nevada County had 
a significant black population. Most were free, but even though California had entered 
the Union as a free state, some were enslaved before the Civil War. Gold was first 
discovered on this property in early 1851. By October, Colonel William F. English 
brought with him from Florida and South Carolina about 40 slaves to operate the gold 
mine. The mine failed after English was killed in a gun accident on August 27, 1852, and 
the black mine workers gradually moved into the towns. The husband of one of them, 
Isaac Sanks, a freed black man, became a religious leader, businessman and 
newspaper reporter who helped gain blacks the right to serve on juries and the right to 
vote by 1870. He is believed to have been the first black to run for public office in 
California, when he ran for Grass Valley town trustee in 1870. 



The applicant, assisted by Commissioner Chuck Scimeca, has provided a 
thorough and compelling level of research and documentation to accompany the 
application, which has been reviewed by the Commission for historical accuracy. The 
application and supporting documentation is enclosed. 

If you approve the application, please forward the resolution and accompanying 
documents to the County Recorder. 

If you have any further questions, do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you in 
advance for your consideration of this request. 

truly, 

Bernard Zimrp'err~han, Chair 

Cc: Craig Rohrsen 
Chuck Scimeca 



County of Nevada 
State of California 

Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission 
Application for Registration of Historical Landmark 

Name of proposed landmark 
Kentucky Ridge Mine Slave Colony 

LOCatiOn_ Near the end of Lone Lobo Trail, at 10615 Lone Lobo Trail, Nevada City, 
CA 95959. (plaque location, GPS 10S 0661'173 X 4345714N) _ 
Plaque location is near the residence of Craig and Laura Rohrsen. 

Name of applicant Craig Rohrsen 

Address_10615 Lone Lobo Trail, Nevada City, CA 95959 

Home or work phone cell phone_530-305-8653 

Name and address of landowner upon whose property proposed landmark 

Is located, if owner Is not applicant 

authorize the placing of a plaque or marker on site. 
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~ri~~ history and description ofi propo~~d I~ndm~rk
attach additional sheets as necessary) 

K~r~tucky F~idg~ iVrine Sl~v~ ~~Ic~ny 

Fromm 1 ~51=~~ X52, the Kentucky ~idg~ Mini ~ni~i~ ~h~ largest enterprise ire 
Ca9ifornia operated by ~nslav~d ~la~k labors during gold rush days, 
Nevada County hid a significant ~la~k popula~iono Bost w~r~ f~~ee, but 
even t~c~ugh Califa~~i~ had enf~~~d ~t~~ Union a~ a free sta~~, ~orn~ ~v~r~ 
~n~laved before the ~iviB liVar, ~~I~ was ~~ar~t di~~over~d on fhi~ prc~p~rty on 
e~~iy 1 X51. ~3~ ~c~ober, ~c~lortel 1lllilliarrl ~~. ~ngli~h brought with hire from 
~lo~ida and South Carolina abut ~Q sl~ve~ to operate ~h~ gold rr~ir~eo H~ 
vvas one of over a do~~~ slave ~wr~~r~~ in N~v~d~ ~nur~ty. `The mine failed 
af~~~ ~r~~li~h was killed in a c~~sn ~cccd~r~~ ors h~~gu~~ 2~', ~ X52, anci the 
~Aack ro~i~~ workers gradually mcav~c~ ur~ica the ~own~o They r~ii~ed 
~~rniti~~, pr~c~i~~d their ~r~d~a, ~~p~r~~c~ bu~ir~~~~, end ~dv~~~~~d ~~r 
~i~il rights throug6~o~~: ~~~ ~ 9th ~r~d early 20~'r.h rer~t~ari~~~ `f~h~ husband ~f 
~n~ ~f therny I~l6l~b ~C.11 E~~y ~ freed ~la~k many b~~ame a r~ligiou~ leader, 
b~~i~essm~~ ~r~d n~w~p~p~r r~port~r why h~lpe~ gain ~lack~ the rig~~ ~~o 
serve ~n juries a~o~ the righf to vote by 1870. ~--I~ i~ believed to have ~~~n 
~h~ fiat ~la~k to rur~ fog public office in Califp~~ia 9 when he ran for ~~a~~ 
i/~Iley tows trustee in '~ ~7~. 

See additional, attached.... . . 

~r~iqu~ asp~c~~ or properfiie~ ~~~ p~~po~~d I~nc~rnark 

V~ry ~~w p~opl~ i~ IVevad~ ~~~6-~~cy ~~e aon~~.~~ ~h~~ ~hi~ business v~~tur~ 
~~e°~pl~~~d enslaved people th~~ were owr~~d ~y 1ll/illi~m ~o ~ngli~B~ in 1X51 
~~~~ ~i ~~~o ~tilY fewer people ~r~ ~war~ ~h~t ~r~~~a~~e~ of the en~l~.ved p~~~l~ in 
C~9a~orni~ ~~d to purchase their awn freedoms ~~;w people are awaee that 
William English way one of ov~~ a do~E~ ~lavice ~~v~~r~ in i~~v~da County a 
the ~ir~e, Admirably, ~h~~e enslaved p~~ple I~~~r b~carr,e free ~rt~n and 
wann~n, respected ~nc~ ~~usted members o~ oue early ~on~r~~nities. ~fhi~ 
part of cur history ~~greftably tends t~ ~ee~ fic~~c~at~~~~ 9t i~ time to tell the 
story of the enslaved p~~pl~ of the ~C~nt~ackv ~~idg~ M~/li~~ ~n~ f~e~ad~ 
~OLl~l~j/ d~6~'I~l~ t~l~ 1 ~~n'~o fee additional attached.. .. 

20'i 4• rev. 
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How will the landmark be protected and maintained? 

The historic plaque proposed location is located adjacent to Craig and 
Laura Rohrsen's home. It is also located on a privately maintained road 
with minimal traffic. 

Bibliography. Cite or attach available books, records, articles or other 
materials pertaining to the proposed landmark. 
Books and articles: "Please see attached" 

Historical or civil records: (e.g., ownership, assessments etc.) 

Other: (e.g. photographs, prints or drawings. Please list and attach 
separately) 

a 

' Applicant' ignature 
1 

~ . 
2014 rev. 

~ ;. 

~ ~~ 

Date 

~~ 



Brief history and description of proposed landmark 
(attach additional sheets as necessary) 

Kentucky Ridge Mine Siave Colony 

From 1851-1852, the Kentucky Ridge Mine was the largest enterprise in 
California operated by enslaved Black labor. During gold rush days, 
Nevada County had a significant Black population. Most were free, but 
even though California had entered the Union as a free state, some were 
enslaved before the Civil War. Gold was first discovered on this property in 
early 1851. By October, Colonel William F. English brought with him from 
Florida and South Carolina about 40 slaves to operate the gold mine. He 
was one of over a dozen slave owners in Nevada County. The mine failed 
after English was killed in a gun accident on August 27, 1852, and the 
Black mine workers gradually moved into the towns. They raised 

i families, practiced their #rades, opened business, and advocated for 
civil rights throughout the 19th and early 20th centuries. The husband of 
one of them, Isaac Sanks, a freed Black man, became a religious leader, 
businessman and newspaper reporter who helped gain Blacks the right to 
serve on juries and the right to vote by 1870. He is believed to have been 

~ the first Black to run for public office in California, when he ran for Grass E 

Valley town trustee in 1870. 

See additional, attached 

Unique aspects or properties of proposed landmark 

Very few people in Nevada County are aware that this business venture 
employed enslaved people that were owned by William F. English in 1851 
and 1852. Still fewer people are aware that many of the enslaved people in 
California had to purchase their own freedom. Few people are aware that 
William English was one of over a dozen slave owners in Nevada County at 
the time. Admirably, these enslaved people later became free men and 
women, respected and trusted members of our early communities. This i 
part of our history regrettably tends to been forgotten. It is time to tell the , 
story of the enslaved people of the Kentucky Ridge Mine and Nevada 
County during the 1850's. See additional attached.... 

2014 rev. 



How will the landmark be protected and maintained? 

The historic plaque proposed location is located adjacent to Craig and 
Laura Rohrsen's home. It is also located on a privately maintained road 
with minimal traffic. 

Bibliography. Cite or attach available books, records, articles or other 
materials pertaining to the proposed landmark. 
Books and articles: "Please see attached" 

Historical or civil records: (e.g., ownership, assessments etc.) 

Other: (e.g. photographs, prints or drawings. Please list and attach 
separately) 
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The Kentucky Ridge Mine 
Summary and Timeline 

Linda K. Jack 
November 17, 2020 

In 1851-52 the Kentucky Ridge Mine between Newtown and Rough and Ready in Nevada 
County was part of the most ambitious and highly capitalized slave-based enterprise in 
California. The enterprise was the vision of Colonel William F. English (1807-1852). It was 
comprised of mining in Nevada County and shipping and retail operations in San Francisco. Due 
to English's accidental death at age forty-five on August 27, 1852 the enterprise was short-lived. 

English was born in South Carolina to maternal and paternal families that were affluent cotton 
planters that used enslaved labor on their plantations. By 1838 English had moved to what was 
then territorial Florida. There he served in the territorial legislature and militia where he 
reached the rank of Colonel. He would use the title throughout his lifetime. After Florida 
gained statehood in 1848, he served in the state legislature and militia. English engaged in a 
number of businesses in the Florida Keys, and had a plantation on the mouth of the Miami 
River-now the city of Miami-that was worked by around 100 enslaved people. 

In the summer of 1849 renewed fighting between the Seminole and white settlers in the Miami 
area drove the white settlers south to Key West. The intersection of that outbreak and the 
discovery of gold in California likely influenced English's decision to go to the gold fields while 

the Federal Army and Navy made a concerted effort to subdue the Seminole. 

In late 1849 English commissioned the construction of a steamship in Philadelphia, the 
Commodore Stockton, to transport himself, other Southern planters and their enslaved people 
to California to mine for gold. The Philadelphia press reported that there were men and 
women enslaved by English on board working on the interior of the ship.1 The Commodore 
Stockton was launched in January 1850, but English delayed his departure to learn whether 
California would be admitted to the Union as a free or slave state. In spite of California's 
admission as a free state on September 9, 1850, English proceeded on his journey. The 
Commodore Stockton departed Philadelphia for its trip around The Horn on November 1, 1850. 
The steamship arrived in San Francisco on April 20, 1851. The thirty-six "unidentified" people in 
steerage were likely his enslaved workforce.Z

i Public Ledger, October 29, 1850, p. 2. 
z https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/49066/images/FLHG_SanFranciscoShipPL2-
0150?ssrc=&backla bel=Retu rn&rc=602%X529%X789%X575%38705%X1329%2C807%2C1374&pId=120664 
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In 1851 there were numerous press reports of gold discoveries on the Kentucky Ridge between 
Newtown &Rough and Ready, which may have piqued English's interest in that area. 3 I have 
yet to determine exactly how soon English and his enslaved laborers arrived in Nevada County 
or when he acquired the mine, but an article in the Nevada Journal on October 23, 1851 
reported that by that date William F. English had acquired the Kentucky Ridge Mine, and had a 
"Chilean process quartz mill in operation."4 Writing some sixteen years later, Edwin F. Bean 
elaborated on the acquisition reporting that a ledge was struck on the Kentucky Ridge by 

"[Guy?] Abel" and Porter" and a large amount of rock was taken out. They contracted with 
William F. English to build a quartz mill with "two large-sized Chile mill wheels and pan driven 
by water power with a capacity of reducing about two or two and a half tons intwenty-four 
hours." Bean went on to write about litigation-that I have yet to find-and that the "affair 
proved a failure, and was disastrous to all parties concerned."5 Writing more generally about 
the area Bean described the Kentucky Ridge boom as a "bubble" that left miners and investors 
"flat broke." 6

English was just one of over a dozen enslavers in Nevada County in the early 1850s, and 
Southerners were the most powerful force in the state legislature during those early years. So, 
perhaps it is not surprising that I have yet to find any contemporary reports, or public concern 
expressed locally about the enslaved labor force that worked the mine. Four of the enslaved 
people, who were English family slaves from South Carolina and Florida, came to California with 
the understanding that they would work for eighteen months in exchange for their freedom. 
English had also purchased additional slaves in Georgia where he had business and family 
connections. My best estimate is that between 30-45 enslaved people were on the mine site, 
including women and children. Five of men were enslaved to English's maternal uncle, Richard 
Fitzpatrick. To my knowledge none of the enslaved people from Florida or South Carolina had 
mining experience, but there was slave-based gold mining in Georgia, so it is possible English 

looked for gold mining experience in the people he purchased in that state. 

From all accounts the mine was not efficiently run and was operated with crude methods and 
tools. The tunnel was on the ridge above Deer Creek, so ore had to be carried in baskets from 
the mine to the milt. Nineteenth century sources reported that there was quality ore on the 
site, so if the enterprise was a failure, it may have been due to the operation.' It is the case 
that by early 1852 English was short on cash. 

On August 27, 1852, at about noon William F. English was near Coyoteville when he was thrown 
from his horse. His gun discharged and the shot struck him in the breast. He died instantly. 8

3 Nevada Journal, April 19, 1851, p. 2 and Sacramento Daily Union, June 10, 1851, p. 2. 
4 Nevada Journal, October 23, 1851, p. 2 
5 Bean, Edwin F, Bean's History and Directory of Nevada County, 1867, p. 357. 
6 Bean, Edwin F., Bean's History and Directory of Nevada County..., 1867, p. 362. The same information is repeated on p. 203 of 
Harry Laurenz Wells History of Nevada County... 
~ See for example, "Opening of the Slave Mine Expedited," Morning Union, August 10, 1934, p. 5. 
$ Nevada Journal, September 3, 1852, p. 2. 
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English is supposed to have been buried in Pioneer Cemetery in Nevada City, but the location of 
his grave is unknown. His maternal uncle, Richard Fitzpatrick, who had earlier joined his 
nephew in California was the administrator of English's estate. An "Administrator's Notice" was 
published in the Nevada Journal on October 1, 1852. 9 Fitzpatrick began advertising the sale of 
the mill and machinery in November.10 By November 30, 1853 Richard Fitzpatrick had returned 
to Texas.11

Some of the former workers on the site remained on the Kentucky Ridge to mine for 
themselves, but many of the single men and those with families migrated down to Grass Valley 
and settled in the Boston Ravine area. The families included the Thomas-Sanks, Allen, Mills, 
Green, etc. As the early African American pioneers passed away the local press tended to 
assume that any Black person who had been in Grass Valley in the early 1850s had been at the 
Kentucky Ridge Mine, so over the years many people have been erroneously associated with 
the mine. 

Many of the former slaves went on to be pillars of the community and active in church and civil 
rights affairs. In 18701oseph Thomas and his brother-in-law, Isaac Sanks, returned to Florida to 
visit family that had been left in Key West when Thomas, his brother, Jacob, and their sister, 
Chasey, had been among those taken on the Commodore Stockton.12 I would love to have 
heard the stories they told. 

Much of the early 20t" century writing on the mine uses as its source an article written by Matt 
Hamilton for the San Francisco Chronicle on October 11, 1903 (see attached). It is a frustrating 
piece because it is written in the "moonlight and magnolia" romanticized style of the Jim Crow 
era. And it is full of erroneous information and assumptions: that English came from Georgia, 
that he had a wife (yet to be identified) who freed the slaves, that the enslaved were childishly 
devoted to him, etc., so I think it is safest to take it with a grain of salt. That said, Hamilton was 
apparently a city editor for the Union, and writing in 1903 he could have very well talked with 
people still alive who remembered the mine. Edmund Kenyon and others would later rely on 
Hamilton's article for their writings. Who knows if the illustrations are accurate? The portrait 
of Chasey Sanks is likely fanciful, as she had died in 1896 at seventy years of age. 

have not included here anything about the workings of the mine after 1852, but it was actively 
mined into the mid 20th century, so lots of information in the newspapers. Hopefully this is a 
help, but do let me know what, if any, of these supporting materials in the notes you would like 
to have. 

9 Nevadalournal, October 1, 1852, p. 2. 
to Nevada Journal, November 26, 1852, p. 3. 
~~ Letter from Nathan H. Davis to Mary Davis, November 30, 1853. Furman University Archives, Greenville, South Carolina. 
1z Daily Union, July 24, 1870, p. 3. 
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Overview and Maps, the Kentucky Ridge Mine Slave Colony 1851-1852 

Compiled by Chuck Scimeca, Nevada County Historic Landmarks Commissioner 

The focus of this article, the years 1851-1852, is the period when mine owner 
William F. English brought the enslaved people from South Carolina and Florida, 
to operate the Kentucky Ridge Mine for him, using few tools, requiring difficult 

physical labor provided by the enslaved people. He also employed the use of a 
crude quartz mill to process the ore, called a Chile Mill. William English was killed 
in a gun accident in August of 1852, resulting in the quick dissolution of the mine 

property and relocation of many of the enslaved people to nearby areas. 

Albert B. Adams, years later, manager of the Kentucky Ridge Mine attempted to 

locate the cabins the enslaved people lived in. Adams said he saw "foundations of 

loose rock indicated that approximately forty dwellings had ranged on the higher 
ground above the mine tunnel." 1 If Adams is correct, this would place the 
dwellings just west and below Kentucky Ridge Road, which connects with Lone 
Lobo Trail. Note, an archeological survey is needed to confirm this and to 
establish if the rock foundation structure located below Craig Rohrsen's 
residence, is a remnant of the original Chile Mill mentioned in Bean's 1867 History 
and Directory of Nevada County. 

1 The Northern Mines, Factual Narratives of the Counties of Nevada, Placer, Sierra, Yuba and 
Portions of Plumas and Butte, Kinyon, Edmund, the Union Publishing Company, 1949, p.62 
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The graphic on the previous page is from the article, This California Mine Was 
Worked by Slave Labor, San Francisco Chronicle October 11, 1909, by Matt 
Hamilton. Pictured in the foreground is the Chile Stamp Mill that operated at 
Kentucky Ridge Mine 1851-1852. 

(See the San Francisco Chronicle article by Matt Hamilton on p. 9, 10, 11) 

The source for the graphic used by the author in the San Francisco Chronicle 
article, notes it is taken from an "old woodcut."2 The Chile mill's actual existence 
in the year 1909 seems doubtful.3 But, the woodcut certainly could have been 
created by a Kentucky Ridge mine worker in 1851 to 1852 and then utilized years 
later for the article published in 1909. However, the woodcut could also have 
been a rendition created many years after operations concluded at the Kentucky 
Ridge Mine, long after the enslaved people had left for Grass Valley and 
surrounding towns. 

The description of the mill is more precisely described by Edwin F. Bean in his 
1867 History and Directory of Nevada County, "The erection of what was called, in 
those days, a quartz mill. This consisted of two large-sized Chile mill wheels and 
pan, driven by water power, with a capacity of reducing about two and half tons 
in twenty-four hours."4

The Kentucky Ridge Mine was located above Deer Creek on the north east side, 
about 50 yards west of Lone Lobo Trail. The graphic in the article by Matt 
Hamilton shows water being brought down by flume, seen in the background, to 
the Chile Mill's water wheel. The graphic also shows the mine entrance above 
with two enslaved people, (which corresponds to the location of the mine 
entrance today) dumping and shoveling ore into the mill. The source of the water 
brought by the flume appears to be towards the top of Kentucky Ridge above the 
mine entrance. This would place the water source near the present location of the 

2 Woodcut is a relief printing technique in printmaking. An artist carves an image into the surface of a 
block of wood—typically with  qouges—leaving the printing parts level with the surface while removing the 
non-printing parts. 

3 Nevada Journal, October23, 1851, p.2 
4 History and Directory of Nevada County, California, Bean, Edwin F. 1867 p.357 



Nevada Irrigation District's (NID) Newtown Canal (Ditch). The original ditch was 
completed in August of 1851. 

The Ditch was built by Nixon and Youngs. The Newtown ditch diverted water 
from Deer Creek below Nevada City and traveled about eight miles to Kentucky 
Flat. In a recent discussion with retired Nevada Irrigation District Historian, Terry 
Mayfield, he pointed out that within weeks of the August 1851 completion of the 
Newtown Ditch, water from Kentucky Flat would have been extended father west 
to various mining claims along the north facing slope of Kentucky Ridge, likely 

including that of the Kentucky Ridge Mine. 

The other possible source for the flume water that appears in the graphic by Matt 
Hamilton could be the old Pleasant Valley Ditch. This ditch appears on the Official 
Nevada County map 1913 on page 5. This ditch has its source on Deer Creek 
pictured in section 18, near claim #305, the Niagara Gas Mining Claim. The ditch 
is located below Craig Rohrsen's residence and just a few yards above the 
unknown rock and stone remnants that may be the site of the original Kentucky 
Mine Quartz Chile Mill. Presently the ditch is dry and appears not have been in 
use for many years. (photo, remnant of possible Quartz Chile Mill below). 

5 NID pre 1914 Water Rights Report to the Department of Water Resources State of California, 
October 28, 1986 
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Today the Newtown Canal (Ditch) continues along the Kentucky Ridge, joining the 
Pleasant Valley Ditch, then all the way to Lake Wildwood. 

The mine did operate well into the mid twentieth century. Photo above by Matt 
Hamilton, article San Francisco Chronicle 1909. 

Research has shown that in 1909 a second mine shaft at the Kentucky Ridge Mine, 
the Lower Tunnel was driven in below the original shaft and intersected that lode 
below the old workings.6

This Nevada County map published in 1913 indicates by the red arrow, the 
Newtown Ditch ending just above the Kentucky Ridge Mine Company property in 
section 18. It also indicates by the red arrows the property owned by the mine in 
1913, indicated by the broken black lines. 

6 Mining &Scientific Press page 468, 4-3-1909 
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Kentucky Mine Main Mine Shaft, Plaque Location and Possible remnants of Chile 
Mill indicated by Red Dots and Arrows 
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Plaque location, Craig and Laura Rohrsen property, 10615 Lone Lobo Trail, 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
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Propose location of Kentucky Ridge Mine Plaque 

The plaque will be located a few yard east of applicant Craig Rohrsen's residence. 

Plaque location 
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t ~ rnd deeldM to Bend ttP~'^aenta U~~eY out En6~~rA w~ue u whole-:toule~ ma~~, klnd I atr~nRe pcoplr, hnC IookM (nrw~ard to ~ mounilnR ilke chllArrn for r~ deaJ p:ir-in ~ rla lw being reopeneaf. It Ilre ap- ~ ~~ „~~t 

R~~J.. ~n ~+~~~f~rnk~ iT~~•n toy ~o hln Dluck toiterw to a mnrkrd Ae en[. Th. x iheso of the J~+d mun ne- '.eh ~y a taw miler a•ewt o[ Gr~*a \'ni I 
Rr.e. i tttun~in6 to the HouthlnnJ ra Arur to ` ~ 1 

~• thin dr7 too many (?rupl< bellea•e they j «'hich necountn for lhvtr lo~'e for hlm. t~Hr heurta. now that the rrorrity of ~ Fumed on~nrrxhiD of the band u[ A[rl- I 
~ ~ "th. puurt:•crowner7 ~mpttu o[ tfi! ~ conid do th« eamr t~ln6—If thry were ~ Tfie ~•ein a~:~x i•nay of accrse, being i the ~•en cure had scorn oQ. I cu na, and, to hla dfeAonor and ahumr '~id. : i
K ~ ~~~rr~." and [or Otty•tw~o yrsn Lo ! In C'nllfornW—~rlth u pivk and nho~•ei. , follon~e.l by a loner tunnel, and the I The end e:imr in u manner tra~le, to compelleA [hom to Duy th~•ir [reeCom ~~

Ilt ~ 1a`Pn known an t~~ Kentucky R1ARe. ! CobnH F.nR~~+h Put hlw ~nllr~ to:tune ~lavee q~nrkeJ m~rNiy nar:q•. for goW I s~~ tAc lecut. To thle day It Tai b~~n b7~ working ~~~ thr min.r. 
lnto the ~'.•ntur., f..r the world ~e:~n gMd ; wut D~^~~~~~~I un~ ronlrnt~ne t ra~[ir1 ~ un opa~n yue.t{on .~~hr[~rr tht dar 1 Gordon, the pe riner, haJ done hone. 

• ]Ian ~{xak n[ (rte tAe~r Suyr a1tA a ~~Z~, 
~~~~r thr t!verleh news had i Aar n~InRr ovrr the atrame ecen~. A ~ tva~ Intentlnnai or not. A kindly m~- a f1oo3 h:n~inF *M'rpt the mill u~cu>~. 

~ ~ knowin6 meantnR. Ninen uP fn th..e 
fo ¢unc 11na~inR nbrood of thr untot~ ~ [!w exyrienred white fn~nrra dlrartea! ~ yprity drvirr'n that It spar ~•eW~nt. He fully Intended to return upd re-

f mnuntulne ~rieh the ~MA~ Q41l~ YM~I~RI w~.aith Ui thin unkoo.cn land. :k~llms~ the work, but It Ir drld by thr tr.v I Hount~.t on hly hor+cr, n npi rltid unl- Fume the Kentucky Iildae, but mrn n- ~ 

tAem Del{ere In ft ~ti6m they „V~k of his ri.ni~uo~. n~ look a-uh hfm a ~ avAae memory Rory. b:.ek to those QooJ' mat. colonel ETAtinh m,fe uw-a5' ~~~ N'hlic e~~ eivli w•nr brokr oue. ~i'~iA ~.

ICs Kentucky RJd`e they ne~•er fory[~t number oC eiarM, and left for PhiladN- ~, old ~otAM duyx tA~t Ihr AMcanv qer- ~ Cogotevlllr, Juet nlwva \evndu l9ly'. hb twro soon he entemd the ConfMer- 

to trcull thr eicmena o[ late ~ahirh n~'~a 
~o outfit. A rtes mrr w-:in pur- ~ formed It. • I [t you Ro up that w'ny ~w~~' you will not ate canny and fought UirovKh tAr Lltt<r ~',

!• cA:uN. londrd w~lth auVDlles. mnahin- i A mill was n<renarr?'. Half n mile i find COYo[r.•I~le. It has long dnC~ db- rtru~In 3rrent<en )Tara :igu h~• n-
~~. ( Fore surrounJed !t. Fltq~-t..o ycrrn ,.ry and m:~teria ln, nil ready !or chi• IonK A~agnt tram the mine. on lxer creNc, nppra rrd, like many another minln6 turned to the acme of hh en rty dlnae-
m~1( +~~q oru neW Dy u tioutt~ern ~enUemnn= ~'oyuSC• Hl~tory relates the question'. Colonrl 1y'aicUsh rrocted What aenx c~amD mince LunUfna oral Liter des'rteal. ter, but not Lo mine. Fi< hod ttntlzed a'~ 

~~ 1 n colonN, r sires owner—it aS+jn o[ Cadfornlu'n udmfnnlo~L and until It known ur n (•hll~ mill. u very crude ~ Horne Lnd rider N~crr ~ wtriklnY Pasture, lortunr anJ crmr x~ u ~Ish4~~en }I1~ 

~ I+~~r Into [he h~~de of 3ovthrm srn- 
a'~s drOr~licly A..•Ided ~vheth~r ttre xlt ul r, with wooden •l«11%. IP[lI!) and' for the man abo threw thn dice w~ttA An[ sto{. ~aax tne-aW tAe qrx ~-e of h7s 

nl, +tatr should co~nr. In (ree or xla~~c, Innerure. Aft.r p;~nv(ng Aeneath that fate and Im+t would Fare attrectecl rl- old fdrnd. 
~d i tlrm~•n to uH that name 1mMies In the i'~IonN F.nRilah xlmplp n•x11eA. atnm pa. the om w•en lurth~ ground by i tmtlon Sn anY Cwt AerinR by hln yroud C)f the re•t~•axrd /laves n number set-
.~ Loft-epoketi Iund of the m:~~ioifa and Fxrly ~n 1b51 the ~~ yr~gc•ry ntvamN. tx~o le rge w~h~rlx rn•oh~inR n s circulor Dearing and JlxHngulahod npi+eunnn'. tl~d at Gr:~+~ \'Wiley, though note :ire 
a ~ Palmetto. Into the hn rpor of San~}~ ~~i ~~co, after trough. Water from tie crsrk fur- ClntlerfnR uD to the ator. art Coyrote- 1 11~nR today. AmonK th«m w•rre bt re. 

~~ iI :~tninK how• time, In i~~~ol~'Ing !n It• "'~ ~~'~"'rntt~i trio ut~unJ tho Nom. ~ ninh~•A tTP only mullre po~~'rr. All dray c~Ii~, tAa re{,ort of :. ~runnhot rani out, ~ T. J. fiankn. 7oreph Thomna unS hie 

s1 fteat~ofrcult. thus Drin 
~~•~'adn count' w~~~ the w~n.ecAw~oN at ; IonR the elx~•~. bco ring bnnket~ o[ ore s and finRlbA IPII from hln ~ornw. droal brothrr. York brolLern of Af rw. Suokr: 

~' 1°`' `"~` ~t phut purel.•u~ur moment, and tntr de- ~ on Ihefr backw rnmv and rr~nL Rlch, ' In the road. Thy fntr~l rtromeK~t TaJ not 1irn. ~1 Mills. ]ohn Orr•rn end FTn~~•H 
~. the vhafn tgcether aL.~ln Utter ..11 gene ~1dM [h.~t tM ~vlon~l sAauW Joln tie, InQeW, must have Dean the mien te; bcm obRcrve~l Dr th. miners aLout tin I OtMn, hb ~dau6hter. Inaar F,anka, nov 
d. I T~sJa' .~, rush M-~hai tl1 r.r Hon. Thnt ~nmP )•mr I Y~eW rcturnt on suet a rent ore. To- ~ placx, anA the report drew thNr alien- of Ihr flrxl riamad, has rewided In Crnes 
In I Aeound the OlA Krntuclq•R1JR+ ~4rtta touts'~RttN~ and nn~ of hl~ part Wert,+d:ay the Idea of enrryln6 ore halt a', Uon to the a{w t. home declared tA~i ~'+~11oy aim• chilJhood, ua Fan F}~a nk 
1-  ̀Mn:ancr enour(A [nrY nw'rl, with CCoe~ ~ 7m rtlhl G~rdnn, IocaterJ :K the K•n W~•ky ~ ml~ nn the bockn of human being~ ~ sho[sun dad acefAeutafly dlMharged Ice ~ slim :It1fi IKO aiatern, grsv~dchildrrn of 
>- ltia nt tMe opening rb~D~er anal Vevtda ~ R10~e, wMcA tyd Just D.en struck. it I wrould tM scoutM ae idloe3•. Two or content into the mach side, cytcb- John Green. Allen and Senka acoom-
~1 ~ ~wntY, Cry.. iu tA! f1r~. .~a~ h~rald«d ~a [abuloun3Y .r1c h. end f the'.• tune !n tn~entydour hourw wme ~ Inc In hfa trn ppinRw nn h~• dinmounteJ. panfW ('ompnn9 I to Fi~n4a c`ruz rr" 
It All tAe w~:,y from QeoK1a camp Col- , certdnly It bore out the a~neKlon, for th« utmost the ~n111 could reduce. ~ ~)th~rn rhouk their h.~adn meanfn(ly. cen~ly ae head cooks_ 
K { on.l N'lUlam F'. };nRilxh to perk for- w time at leer t. At too eery 6rare ~w>b ; Then fortune J~•~rrtrJ Colonel En6- ~ for It w'~a known that the man 1~'lnr Reccntl3' the 3Ceotu~ky Itidae wax 
~- ~ tune in the fold hrldv of i'al Rornia. the vein acne n~ttrn wiU~ y~linw No1.1. I Nnh, end litlgatfon began• 1❑ tde end ; draJ baton them hod Mxt all hr (w~- Durchune.l by a ~ompa n>• o[ Southern 
n, ' Fortune, fickle (ortur.r. amited on h1s anA lnio It a-ent the ttmaf nln~ capf cal Ithe ra~ult was truu~ht with Jirr dls- senAed on earth and huS ~geelbly rndeJ ca Pltnilntn, rrprewented by Aehl«y Hai-
u ~ maiJ«n crtora for e tixns. only to turn a[ the (nre.torr. water to ail wncerned, ~m Wed to ~ his Ilfe, unable to boor up brnca~h the Bey o[ f3oulh Cnrollnn. Prcparutiona 
r Yer b;~cic Ilke an arrant IL rt atirr ih.~ From the h{peWe the brush RYfI ~ N'OI^!f wmt the proper~Y, until the day ~ Dtun-. are Dein6 mwde to start up the mine ~ 
[e noee3 q~ of a new lover hat N~orn oR. ~ clw~ra~l a~cn)' :end the pla~~r aerumed I w~~en the chi~vlroun Cwutherner tovhd ; The most D~~~heUc anJ to4chinR scene In modern ~tT~e, wad. under methalaJf
oe ~ 7'hese~ mun>~ yrury h:u~ Colonel Fn¢Ita~ ~ too prvtwrtions oT a Duns tka AIY~. ' Jll fIIPM( with~iu[ a vent. He ~Ntl ciun= to the rntlrP story ~•a me, with the col- I of [nAay, It is ezpect.A to ~-Ieid rich 

•~•pt .~u Mir In th~~ld tra~~ryun! nt the ~ Thn stoves. Kho Fwd D~th~rto to11M In I to hie •IArtr, w'PO Mu~l tench aca~umu- j on«I'• der th. Fl in No~~.~f, ~vhn ml~~t ~ rat urns. T~~ old dumb. ~•ont~ining ` 
~I A~:d u( LruaJ st evert, \eradn I;ItY• the .unny' cotton tle~ds, Decame miner. l~tv, a little money by do1nR odd JoLn, i Aave been free men nn~l women, were' the eo-calicvl M~aate rock of the en rly 

u Farr v~ ahnon[ unknoN~n pit, corered ~ Thoush In ~ free xtate, thrS k~rre still i w~aaNng [or the dvnerovy-h~a clad min- , Droken-hea reed o~~er the nea~e. Faith- ~ duya, will first be milled. IC hay late-
i-~ wltt~ dry graaxe., mss be polntW out '~ bondrtwn, but bore their lot uncom- ~ ers anJ similar a~nrk. To them haA , [ul to the cant, they garr uy their hard- ~ ly been rarefullp looked o~•rr end de-
~- ~ O7 a [en- who know It or the syot pur- D1o~Nnti,~. Tt~• new xurwundings In! been ~fvea (he P~mlae of freMom, un~! ~ earned hm W, their envin~~ and sera D- I ~~arM by ~i pertr vat uu Die enough to ~ 

~ chaaev! b5 ~~~s _d~~~ot ~.l diat~in for [he I tAla en~hsnte~: country, w~~th It+ green Lut for the tuU~llty ~~•ht~•h o~•erloot tie ; Ind, that "Hare Kunnel" mf[~t M bur- Y~~W a K~~ D~~~~ un~•r milling meth- j 
b-~rapose of their master. ~h111s, rock•riLDed arW Gene-clad, aD-~brokrn man. thi.v promis~ would racr~ Icd ~~ith the pomp end oQremony due~odn o[ taLy. ~ 
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The Indianapolis Journal Dec. 1, 1903 reprint 

Wo$~~ as s~v~s. 

Ree~~t Stele of Peopert~ !a C~t.Iii~~la 

Re~esled Trae 4o~iitioo. 

New York Telegram. ~ 
`The manly mine erer ~~orked by e~ave 

labor in northern California fir befn~ rE►-

opened. It lies ~niy a few miles wes: of 
(3r~~s~ valley, and for !lity-two years ;ham 
bean known ne the Kentucky Ridse. 

3►iinem in these mouninlnA, when they 
Rpeak ~f the Kentucky Ridge. nPvpr fo'-g~t 
to recall the elements of fate w~hlch 1 Rve 
surrounded it. P`ifip-two years z~go it ~►as 

owned by a Southern gentleman--n colonel. 
a slave o~rner. r'ow it ~afn ~se~ iAto 
the hsinds of Southern gentlemen. 

atl the way from (3~orgia came Col. 
R'illl~m F. Etu~llsh to seek fortune in the 
gold Welds. A few rich Southerners hsd 
pooled their interests ana decid+~ to fiend 
repre~~ntuUv~~ to "d!` ~olcl." Cotot~l 
En~ lied Dui hJs fortune lnt~ the ven! are. 
S~Ilin~ hip plantation, he took with hltn 
Ret•eral si~ver and left for Philadelphia. 
A steamer was purchased. Ir►aded with 
euppllee~ mxchlnery And materiel. and +dnrly 
ir► 18b1 the voy~tg~re steamed into the har-
bor of Han Fraticieco, after an uneve~+tful 
trig around the Horn. 

Nevada county wRe the w4tehword~ at 
that moment, And the colonel ~otned, the 

~ rush !n that direetton. Thnt year tpund 
En~liah and one of hfa~p~~ctnera n~~med 
Gordon located nt the Kentucky R~dgP, 
~rhictl lead ~u~t b~es~ struck. It was `her-
alded as fabulously rich. ~tnd bare our the 
assertion for a time at leae~ At the very 
Rrasa roots the vein w►~+is rotten with yel-
I~w fold, and into ft went th• ~aplW of 
the lnveetors. 
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The elti~'eS. Who hAtl hlth~TL4 t011~~! !!! 
the sunny cotton ~ptdrr, b~cAtne mfl~crs. 
~'hau~h ip a tree Mate they wren .still 
t3oadsmen, but bore tbPir lot uncoin~►lain-

ingl •. Eugli~h was a whdl~souled asst gnd 
ki~~ to his black tollete to s m~rke•'+ de-
gr~e. 

The vein wa ; eary of aceRsa, beiu~ tol-
Iuw+ed by a long tunnel. and the siav+~►s 
worked merrily away, for gold wsa Die~ti-
iul. 

A zn~ll wrae necessary. Hatf a n~fie+ dia-
tant is~t~ci the tnlA~, oe Deer Creek, C~lonei 
Engflab stetted ~rb~t was liuno~ ~a s 
Gilt m1t1, a cruds alral~, with w•.~oden 
.~tem~e, leaky and fneccure. Attar pe,~sin~ 
beAeatb the atam~s the ore was t~rtber 
groupd by tw►o la~~e wheels cevotvto~ in e~ 
clt~ula~ tcoush. ~~at~cr from the •reek 
it~ra3~bed tie only motive power. ~o or 
flues tone in tw~►nty-four hours wad tote 
utmost the mill ~ot:ld reduce. 

Fortune des+Prtc~d Colonel ~n~itsh' a~ 
lltlsatfon besaa. ~rot~n bA.d to wror~ 'went 
the propect until tlye chivalrous L?-~utb►-
~~er l~un~ himself without a c~nt~ Ht 
~ti11 al t~ to hi• •1ava~, who hard ~a~ sc-
cumulauted a littic~ mon~sy b~► doin odd 
~Obs. To them haA been ven the p~r~tafse 
of fr~dom, aed but for t~e fatality ~rhfcb 
ovartoo~C ih~ broken t~n~o tb~ts p~~mi~e 
would have been earri~d out. 

The end ~a~n~► tragically. biouated ~;n h!s 
hors, a ~pirit~d animal. Colonti L~~ltlis~ 
rode sway to Coyoteville, Ludt aDov~ Ne-
vada Cfty. ~7Qtterin~ up to tb• et~rre at 
Gb~ot~rvllle, the rrport of a guo rangy out 
and Eagli~h tctl from his hocee, dead.: The 
rrpoct drew aalners to tie spot. Bone de-
ciared the ehot~Tun had accfdentall~~~ tile-
charg~d its coDtents fnto the mau'a} ~tde. 
c~►tchl~~ 1n bis trap~iu~a as he d~~mo~iot~l. 
Others shcwk their heads meaniagl.'•. for 
it way known that the man toad lost ~l~ hs 

~~ possessed an earth. 
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one ~ tau~hin~ uc~ne in the std► 
came Frith the c~louel`s de~►t~. His ~lav~~ 
wt~a t~f~ht hive beau ire . w+~re D oheu-
h~art~►d aver tie c~e~. ~'ait~~ui the 
la~rt, t~he~r g►~cc~•e up their ~~rd ~ara+~ sav 
~n that 'mar• Kunn~l" ml~ht b~ #~uri~d 
arlth the r~t~ony due hltn were th~~ b~rck 
~~ the old ~Iantatlan. They ir~llowr tie 
t~X t~ the gravy, t~tou~`utug li~c~ C~►ild~'ea 

~~~ ~ ~# ~~~~r 

'?`h►e t~~ph~wr of the d~~d ~n~te a~~ut~ed 
o~uer~hl~ of tMe ue~roe,, anr~, ~ ~i; 
~hatn+~, com~e lied them to buy tine tt~ 
dom by ~•orkf~~~ fin ~#~e m~t~~9. 

C,ic~rd~a~. the rtA~r, ~aa go~~ hat~+~. ~He 
~ul1y ~ut~ad~d t~ return gad r~utr e the 
~'~utucky Ridgy, but the civil wear bt~ake 
c►~t. ~'~~it~i hf~ twQ ~ma h~ et~t~rr~:d tt~e 
coif ar~t~: ar~►Y a~1 fau~ht tbrou~b~ the 
~~~~ i 

Cat the re1e~►~c~ stave$ several ~►et~ s►t 
f~raas '~ail~~. but nuns to l~vtn~ to-d~~. 

~~c~t~tly t~~ Itentuck~ R ~ was 1~us'~t 
b~ ~utherr~ +~apit~tii~sts. r~ r~eent~d b~ 
As~1~y I~~I y. ref brut& ~e~rol~Aa, F't~~psc~►. 
tf~~~~ are b~!rig made to apen tb~ ~lne ~n 
m~ern ~►tyl~. Thar Qld +dump, c~o~~.sit~ir~g 
the ~~~~t~- r~cl~ ref the l~ days, w~ rl ~r~t 
t~ ~nlll~d. It hay lea carefully ~tc~ok~d 
o~•~~r and c~tctated br eup~►x~t~ ti•~,luable 
~►nc~u~h ta► ~rl~id ~ gout pro~ft ut~~d~r imiil~~g 
m~tbo~e c~i t~-tray. 

i 
i 
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The Chili Mill is similar to an arrastra with the exception that it does not use heavy 
stones that are drug, but instead uses one or more large stone wheels. 
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Illustration is from Hutchings &Rosenfield San Francisco 1858, page 26 
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Illustration of an 1850s era Mexican arrastra during the California Gold Rust 
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Nevada City Journal 9-3-1852 
Death of Colonel William F. English 

.. _ _ . _ ~ 

:rAT1 ACt'.'11)i~i't7".--~~01. `V. H~• ~,r~~r ~~ ~ . ~ 1~ 
~~t~ti~•c+ of ►~c~ttth (~'Arc~lina, lout tn~rG rG~~t~ti~• 
~f 1~ lo~~i~in, rntt~e t~ 1,i~ cl~ntt~ can l~ ~•if~t~p ~ t
~~aut n~ota, ta:~cl~~ tt~~ f~~ti~~a~ir~;; rir~~~~c~~!~t~n-
c~~4, 1I~ v~ tt~ t1~ru~vt~ fr~:r~ hip l~or~~ ~~hile~ ~ ~'~' 
c~t~ I~i~ ~~•n~' ~C~)111 ~Iil~ city to 1»ns~i~•ky t~'1~t. 
~I~ I~n~l n x~n~lt ~;un in I►i~ x~~t~~i, t~~c t~~~t~r1~ ~ 
of ~vl~ic~li iii 1►i- !';~jl ~t~•u~~1. him itt 1~~0 l~~•cs~ t 1. 
snd tli~~~~a~;~a tl►c fu11 ~OAt~ lllt~► 1~i~ 1#►ucl~~, ► :1 ~ ~ 
~~ta~i~~ in~t~nt c~catl~. ~Ic w;~s n ~~~tt~~ tt~u~~ii 
C!~t~t•t11C1~ Itl t~11~ !'(`~; ICITI, Car }lt1C ~'r~tlCtit~(1!1 

u~~cl rcpt l~u~inc~~ ~~~~tivit~•--~~ettc~•uu~ i~~t-~' h ~ 
~u1~i~~C nt~c~ ho~~itnblc. 
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County had First Black Candidates in 
State 

The Union, February 24, 2002 

By Ralph E. Shaffer, professor emeritus in history at Cal Poly Pomona 

ISAAC T. S1~ N KS 
kA c~l.ir Rc~, ~ahlic:sn Numine~ fir 

Isaac T. Sanks was the first black candidate in Nevada County to run 
on a major party ticket, going for constable as a Republican in the 
mid-1890s. He was the son of Isaac Sanks, one of the first blacks to 
run for office in California in 1870. 
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The approaching statewide primary election (March 5) and this month's 
commemoration of Black History make this an appropriate time to recall Nevada 
County's remarkable role in establishment of black suffrage in California in 1870. 

The determination of Grass Valley's black community and the county clerk's 
courage in resisting the state attorney general gave Nevada County the distinction 
of having the first black candidates for public office in California. 

Up until 1870, voting rights in this state were limited to white adult males. Early 
that year the 15th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution eliminated the racial 
barrier. 

Democrats, controlling the California Legislature and all major state offices, 
argued that the amendment was illegal on numerous grounds and sought ways to 
prevent its implementation. 

State Attorney General Joseph Hamilton insisted that California law took 
precedence and instructed county clerks throughout the state to refuse black 
registration. 

He claimed the amendment needed further congressional legislation —establishing 
penalties for violations —before it became effective. On that grounds, all efforts by 
blacks to register were turned aside. 

Nevada County had the fifth-largest black population in the state, with 165 in 
1870. This was primarily the result of a mine established in 1851 by Col. William 
English, who brought nearly 100 slaves to his Kentucky Ridge claim near Grass 
Valley. 

English's death shortly thereafter ended the operation, and many of his workers 
settled within the town limits. By 1870 a thriving black community existed in the 
town and included one of the state's leading campaigners for black civil rights, the 
Rev. James H. Hubbard. 

Perhaps inspired by Hubbard, who spoke in support of black suffrage throughout 
Northern California, several Grass Valley residents attempted to register in early 
April. County Clerk J.J. Rogers initially consented and 15 black names went on the 
voter rolls. 

When informed of Attorney General Hamilton's position, Rogers reversed himself 
and blocked additional registrations. 
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The letter to Rogers in which Hamilton explained his stand against registration was 
reprinted throughout the state and generally brought condemnation from editors. 
Even Democratic editors gradually conceded black suffrage was here, like it or not. 

Fortified by a growing support among journalists, and expectation that Congress 
would shortly pass legislation punishing registrars who disobeyed the amendment, 
Rogers again reversed his policy, and by mid-April more than 50 blacks had 
registered in the county. 

Grass Valley's black residents were arixious to participate in the town election, 
scheduled for May 2. Even before .Rogers had registered a single black, several 
papers reported that two Grass Valley blacks were planning to run for local office. 
They named Isaac Sanks, a 56-year-old Carolinian, and Jacob Sanders, 49, as 
likely candidates for marshal or town trustee. 

Two San Francisco dailies, the Chronicle and Bulletin, picked up the story, which 
was newsworthy since no other black candidates came forward in the local 
elections held statewide that same day. 

Despite their registration, the Grass Valley election board still refused to put the 
names of blacks on the local polling lists until certified copies of registration had 
been received from the county. 

As election day neared, Sanks, fearing the first opportunity to vote would pass 
without blacks' participation, personally went to the clerk's office in Nevada City 
and obtained proof of registration. On the weekend before the election, the board 
added the names of the 15 registered blacks residing within the town to the voting 
lists. 

By election day the Grass Valley Union had already announced that Sanders had 
publicly declared he was not a candidate. Despite that, when the ballots were 
counted Sanders received four votes for trustee, Sanks two. 

While they had the fewest votes of any of the 11 trustee candidates, they won the 
distinction of being the first black candidates in California history. 

Nearly a quarter century later, Isaac Sanks' son would be the official, but losing, 
Republican nominee for Grass Valley constable, one of the first black candidates 
on a major party ticket in California. 

Ralph E. Shaffer, professor emeritus in history at Cal Poly Pomona 
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Edwin F. Beans 1867 Directory 

t have nr~t aketcl~e,d the 2oca1 f~~~;;c~mr~nt arising from qunrtz diseocetlt~, com-
mencin~ Frith the ciiscnver~ nn Pc~ntt~ckv R.id~e, ~tnd contintun,~ an late intn'52, 
when every man, ~~man Rnci child (~~l~at fear t2~cre were of the tea Is~t} rnebed 
fnrion~lr after a fnrtt~ne b~ " tttkin~ np " and rec~rclin~ eeerp ae<9m of rochite reek, 
or quartz bo~td~r, vi~i~llc~ ~Y~t e ~~unc~, Rya a tec~~e, ~rnd ltan~ht ~tcyc~k and 
Paid n~e~mcnte until ~rc~rr tsc~clr iieeamc~, ~,~t~t a~ the 1~nT~L1~ dirt, flnt laroke; 
not of t~ZP gt~ttrtz e~ideniic; in 1$~'~5 Rncl ' ~(i, fell<~~-in~ tt~c~ di~corerY inn 
Osceola, n-lic~n c~~Eary ix~dy a~~~in went Rnd slid lik~~~i~, nr r~tl►~~r like*-fi:x,lisli ; 
nor of the reix~t.ition of ti~~ Rame ~rlci fitr~r~, nf~~~ in fnr~,, in 1~f.,.5 ~t~d 'GG, ixeome a 
"thrice tvlcl tale ;" nnr of the cti~cr►rer~ ~n fi~i~c~r'€~ Flat, s~rad tLe ksuildiia~ ref h'etir• 
totrn, in Septemt~r, 1 50; nor of tli~~ ~rc~~t Ri~~~rle I;c~~: Tur~r~cl; n«r cif thc~ rnrians 
tt~in~lin~ of cia~l authority :~ncl 2t~nch li~~ in t1i~ h~eu~in~ o€ tliE~ indizn " C`allc~" 
far killing a ~•~~nh mnn, ~l~~re nanz~ i~ for~r~ttt~n; ~tor of the tE~rxil~le uff~ir ~.# I3ri~3~e-
pnrt, committed br n ~tr,~nt~c~~ cron`d trlit~ tried, (car ~~nactccl tl~e farce of ri iri:~l,) by 
~. I nch c~~nrt, r~n~ ht~n~ ~n innocent. n~~n in I1i~rc1~, lf~ ~1, c►n pretence tli~t }~c~ v~:~~ 
Ftnn~rlee, a ricxt~~ C~rc•~nn And C~lifi7rni~ ~it~~e t~,ief, ~~~d cnnc~ruin~ tlroRe Nhn gut 
ng jurors Rnd Ufficint~ci a+cti~elp c~ther~t•i~:c, I L~~-Eti l~rc~r► tale 1►r ~~ne~ ta~~o ~v~ prn~ent, 
and nf~.ertirarc~ n~t.ec~ tlse faM~ a~ thef ~,~c~urx~d, tl~~t nc~t one c►f th~m2 dzec~ other~~iee 
thin b~ ~neldea and. riol~nt death, wiz : l~r stint, nr ~tt~b, or ~~l~zcl~rean, r~r dmtvning 
or cholera, or t~~ fire; nor ~f the killing ~f C't~m~~t~c>Il, l~v I.aru~; nor of the murder 
of Scobep, anc3 am mi~jni~l~t r~irfi, en-m~~se, l~or~ and frxrt, tc~ ~urmund Anci capt.iue 
his mnrderetP ; nc~r of tl~e e~cout, l,y ti cur hua~bl~ scrr~nt ~~ J. I'., n it~i ~ T>c~st~e romi-
tatne, and cartttre cif «'cym~l~ anti leis Ucautifnl t,~ay " i.~~lu," t~ hold ~s l~c,Eta~e~ for 
♦~.n n.~►wn~i~nw n4~nnwinin rv+.. ~..~..wn ../'7.:I. ~..: i..... .. ~... .d1: 4{.«... .~.7-.....,...-. 7,. F,...♦ ~.I`,. ~. ..s7. .... 
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Edwin F. Beans 1867 Directory 

richly charged Yvitii sulphureis, ~,nd in many instances sho~vina free gold in teznpt-

ina quantities, interl:~ce the hills iu eti-cry direction, iii nn instance as yet has there 

been established a payinn mine. Indeed, the work of prospecting in this vicinity 

ie only in its infanc3, consistiu; most-l3~ of here prospect sh~fta—" gopher holes "—
and abortive t~uinels. In 18 1 the Kentucl~y Ride led~c vas struck, by Abel, 
Porter and others, and a large amount of exceedingly rich specimen-rock zvas taken 
out R itli comparatively small eXpeucliture of labor. A contr~et ~~as made by them 
tivith Colonel tiVm. F. English for the erection of «hat was c~:lled, in those days, a 
quartz mill. This consisted of two lar;e-sized Child mill ~~h~els and pan, driven 
by water po«rer, ~~th a capacity of redaein~; aUout two or t~vo ~~~.d a half tons in 
twenty-four ~iours. Of course, the affair proved a failure, and vas disastrous to all 

parties concerned. Tot oily„ liti~a,tion ensued, ~rl~ich stopped the work, but Col. 
English vas found dead on the road Uetween the mill And tiev~,da, killed by a 
charge from lus onn slot-~;un, but «hether accidentally, or intentionally done by 

his own hand, vas newer satisfactorily ascertained. The ledge was finally jumped 
or relocated in after years, by others, end a small, f'~ur-stamp mill, run by ~~vater 
power, is now erected on the premises and occusioaally makes a fair clean up on 

~,ssoi~ted rock from this ledge. It is no~v o~s-ned by Greenbanks aucl Lo. 
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Isaac ~~nks ~:am~ tU 

('~~l~fa~•nia ~ Free Man 
b,~~ :feria E. Brv~+per 

T7 lr ~t~H~ GAD or Hlfi [.n~F iS.Aac s1~~~s u~~ 
I~ t~ res~ecicJ pic~ne~~ "ca~~~rcd man' uh~~, with iris 
u~i~e ~'has~~~. ~a:~~ kno,~~~ b} nccu~r ~~ti~r•~~~nc~ in C;r~cti 
Vs3i~}~. H~~ere h~• had iir~ed ~i~ce 14 3. Nz w~a~ a leafier its 
tlfe ~E1cL- community, a ~fxustec of thz At~-ic~n ~~t~thadi t 
~}~it►c~pa! Church uncf ~t 4u~ortet c~t'the ui~x~1 for bl:ic' 
Ll~iidren. built un church ~+rvperty can Chwrch 4tfact_ 

!11th +~~h sonic a~rtuunt~ ~{.aim thfli I~nar tiarks r~nyc 
~~ GAiif«rnia as ~ ,Eao-e i~~ 1$51. h~ ~ctuulh~ urrivcc~ later 
:s a ~rt•~ t~lack rnsn. ~I"tt~ ~nnfi~sion e~mcs t'r~~~n ?Utii-
ccnturr• tteu-~~~+er~ float r~trr t« Sauk; ~~ one t~~ ninny 
staves Cc~lcxn~t ~~'illtam fi f•,et~tiyh l~rot~~!ht ~~~ C. ntiCurnia 
to ~•or~ i~ thr k~ntuci~v kicl~e min~~ ~~n Drcr C`re~ck. 
~'c+me of this incorrect intc~m~ciun is ha±~i~t! ~~n tier ~~t~+itu-
~rF ~~f I4A3C :~ c+n#} su~~ ivin~ chiEci. l5aac T. Sanks, wh#~h 
said h~c~tli ~~rrntx camp tv Nc~~sc~a Count` with E:r~~ti~h. 
7h~, [ruth is that c~n1y hia mu#her, Cl~asey S~nk~, arZci hrr 
two bcuttter~ dig! sea. 

I~amt~ at cl~ve~ «~et~: not inrltect~d in the pasS~n~~r 
Si c from f:~~titi~`s ship. ~h~ (;'f)IJ1~~I~f1iIf~1~4" ~4r,~~~krc~fr ►~~h~n 

i~ arri4~d jn 5an Fr.~n~i~cc~ un :~prii 2~. l8S1. Aftht~us;h 
it is ~~~~wihlr Culnn~l ~n~li~h m~clr rnnte t3~c~n cite trt~ 
t~~ Ca~ifc►rnia, the ~asseng~r list ter the ISSj Lnya~c; in~ 
ctud~; ~r~lw 3~G uni~l~ntific~~ p.~s~n~;~fs in 3ie~:cage. !ar 
lisp ths~n Ih~ ~~tittt$t~d bb-1(Itf staves he ss sup~a~ed t~, 
h~t~r im(~ucc~ct 

!'he story ~~f ls~ac S:~nks' rarl}• life v~•ati drscribrd b~ 
u jcwrnaLi~t in the P~~t ~c : l~c~jx~~7, ~n ear!}• Sin Frgncisc.~a 
u~eci~ly ..de~~~ti►c~! to the rn~ares~~ of prc~plc ad' ~c~t~r." 
Snnks wu5 the (,irass V~ifcy ~~rn~ fc~r the .~f~f~~+rrl. and hir 
st~►r}~ H~~s included itt .t ~rics o1' ~sci~l4s that ~euatn in 
1~tay 1363 entitl~~f "tulcirc~t Men atCnlif`~rni~."' 

Tl~r r~•partCt vi!citcc! Cra~~ ~'stll,ey' unct wrutr that chc 
hanks homy vas "u neat li~tlti~ cottaDe on the ~?utskir~ ~ 
tst' ~ra:c 1~;~tlew, curr~,und~~d bx~ fruit trz~r~, ti~u~~rs snci 
shruhtx►ry, t~•xtl~ ~ 1c~r~~te ~~tc9cn iu i1~c rear." Ilic writer. 
u~ho only ~i~~cd tt~ .hrtieiec }vith the in~sial "C' " said 
th:4t altf~~~u~*h ~an~►s hid t+rer~ horn a ~ta~r tic dr~~umrcf 
ttt~~ hr ~~o~~k# nut dit• u s~ia~c, and "ha~i hrarc~ the 4~~►i~r cat 
Fr~•eclom sin~~~ is t~iy csr:' 

.1tt~~r C't~a5e}~ anci her i~r►-~thcr~, .iosc~+h anct lac~~h 
i'homa.{. ~rri~•c~i in ~1e~~ud~ f°'u~nty. thG~~ ma~~ab~J to 
Rr~arntt~~t~ stti~eral hurxlr~.c~ci d~~il~r~ thr~:~u~h i~~rd Evork. 
~Vitt~ ~t thew urrc ab1~~ to ~ur~~t;s~~ Cit~tiih'y husE~~nd 
from his nwner in i'larida. Isaac ~:~nl:s nay th4n a~~rYeci 



Maria Bower article, January 2016 NCHS Bulletin 

, `CBS Bulletin January 1016 

by Charles L. Howe, who had 
been a neighbor of Col. English on 
Indian Key, an eleven-acre island 
off Kcy West. Howe agreed to give 
Sanks his freedom for 5600, and 
(besides giving him an outfit of 
clothes before he left) presented his 
former slave with a letter of recom-
mendation to friends in New York 
along with $25Q to pay his passage 
to California. It is thus possible 
that Sanks went to California via 
Ncw York. 

Another source says Sanks al-
ready had bought the freedom of 
his wife Chasey and her broth-
crs with money he earned piloting 
along the coast of Florida before 
they repaid him in kind.' 

Sanks arrived in California on 
January 27, 1853, and went direct-
ly to Grass Valley, where his wife 
snd his brothers-in-Iaw were living.' Sanks worked as a 
miner in Rough and Ready for a time after he arrived, 
and he continued to do so until his own health and that 
of the mines declined. 

In 1855 Sanks became the business partner of Joseph 
Thomas, his brother-in-Iaw, under the name of Sanks and 
Thomas, and in that same year su8'ered a loss of $1,100 
when the town of Grass Valley, burned with ~ total loss 
of 250-300 structures. They rebuilt their ice cream par-
lor and did well for many years until, in 1881 they were 
burned out again. In addition to the ice cream business, 

T. 
kr~uLu k;; afili;an \ominer Inr 

i \It 1\ 1•YIA1 ~.•, ~~W 1~\ ~Ai 11 ~. 
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Sanks worked at other jobs, includ-
ing as a jobber, and janitor for the 
Wells, Fargo and Company ofTice. 

Sanks was a regular contributor 
to the Pacifrc Appeal newspaper, 
sending news of Nevada County's 
black residents and beyond, and in 
January 1864 he and his friends sent 
a donation to aid sick and wounded 
soldiers of the 54th Massachusetts 
regiment. 

Sanka and Chasey had two sons, 
both born in Grass Valley. The first, 
named Jacob, died at the age of six 
on June 25, 1862,5 probably of a 
childhood illness. The second son, 
Isaac Thomas Sanks, was born in 
1858 and lived until 1908. 

On January 1, 1869, Isaac 
Sanks was president of the local 
Emancipation Day celebration held 
at Grass Valley. With the fifth-larg-

est black population in California in 1870 (165) "Grass 
Valley black residents were anxious to participate in the 
Grass Valley town election, scheduled for May 2nd."" 
Isaac Sanks and Jacob Sanders were the first blacks in 
California to declare they were running for office in a lo-
cal election. Sanders backed out before the election took 
place, but since his name was on the ballot he received 
four votes for town trustee. Isaac Sanks only received 
two votes for town marshal. 

The historic events taking place in California must 
have impressed and given hope to Sanks' twelve-year-old 

son, Isaac Thomas. 'hventy-
fouryears later, young Isaac 
ran for the office of constable 
of Grass Valley Township as 
a Republican. Six months 
after the death of his fa-
ther on May 8, 1894, Isaac 
T. received 150 votes from 
six Grass Valley precincts. 
Although he lost the race, he 
had the distinction of being 
the first black candidate in 
California to run on a major 
party ticket. 

(Notes appear on page 8) 
The Sanks and Thomas ice cream parlor eras next door to the Crass ~`allcy "Cheater. 
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Notes for Isaac Sanks story: 

1 Lapp, Rudolph M. Blacks in Gold Rush California., (New Haven and London, 
Yale University Press, 1977. p.270. 

2 Pacific Appeal (San Francisco, CA) Colored Men of California No. VIII. Isaac 
Sanks., Nov. 28, 1863, p.2. California Digital Newspaper Collection. http://cdnc. 
ucr.edu/cgi-bin/cdnc. 

3 The Morning Union (Grass Valley, CA) Passed Away., Death of Isaac Sanks, Sr., 
After a Long Illness. May 9, 1894, p2. Doris Foley Library for Historical Research. 

4 Nevada County Reunion Register. 1878. Searls Library, Nevada City, CA. This 
information confirms the Pacific Appeal interview which said he arrived in the 
winter of 1852-53. 

5 Pacific Appeal. (San Francisco, CA) Died. July 5, 1862, p. 2. 

6 Shaffer, Ralph. The Union (Grass Valley, CA) County had first black candidates 
in state. February 25, 2002. p. A2. 
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Kentucky Ridge Mine: aka Old Slave mine 
104 years ago. .. "Miner Cha~ies Bowen is killed and robbed near the Kentucky Ridge Mine. No 
suspects." The Union, pg. G7, 12-1-2007 

"Kenyon article-Slave Mine" the Union, pg. 1, 12-10-1939 

"3200 feet old ditch reopened" The Union, pg. 3, 6-8-1939 

"Old Slave Tunnel ore given tests at Selby" The Union, pg. 3, 3-16-1939 

"Runs at Slave Mine disclose profit values" The Union, pg. 4, 8-25-1938 

"Kentucky Ridge inspected" The Union, pg. 3, 6-16-1938 

"Kentucky Ridge is meeting expectations" The Union, pg. 4, 5-26-1938 

"AI Adams to operate old 'Slave Mine' The Union, pg. 4, 3-31-1938 

"Chatfield ko superintend at Kentucky Ridge" The Union, pg. 7, 7-12-1935 

"Slave mine at Kentucky Ridge active" The Union, pg. 3, 5-18-1935 

"Kentucky Ridge Mine to operate" (formerly worked by slaves) The Union, pg. 3, 7-21-1934 

"Pump, engine theft stops milling test" The Union, pg. 1, 8-19-1934

Opening of slave mine expedited" The Union, pg. 5, 8-10-1934 

"The Oakman company has purchased the 10-stamp mill formerly operated at the Kentucky 
Ridge mine, and expects to have it in commission early in January. The Oakman is situated four 
miles above Washington and is owned by Massachusetts people. The 1200 ft. edit recently 
intersected a vein of free-milling ore at a depth of about 600 ft. The fain is 6 h. wide and assays 
about $8 per ton. Frank Difon is manager of the mine." Mining &Scientific Press, pg. 634, 11-11-
1911 

"A lower tunnel is being driven at the Kentucky Ridge mine and is in about 75 R It is expected to 
intersect the lode at considerable depth below the old workings." Mining 8 Scientific Press, pg. 
468, 4-3-199 

Nevada County Mining &Business Directory by Poingdestre, 1895, page 1fi8 (Rough 8 Ready) 
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€pacific Appeal, Volume II, Number 35, 28 November 1863 — c 
[ARTICLE] 
;'rci:. 

~ ~ 1~ttl~lt Z~rC~tt Xa I~~. 

Fur the k'aciflc ~j~,~exl. 

I~ix. ]~:nirox—Indi~pu~iti~~n rauhc~l ~uc~ to 
~u~pe;ri~l aa~hilc my skctchcs of "(..'ulur~~c1 
1lei~ of Ualif'urnia," a~~d k►elic;vi~,g a h•i~~ in 
ttie country wuul~l tend to recuE~c~r.,te ir~y 
~hy~ical E►uHcre, fur twu mc~►~tl►d, H•itli ~t~,fl 
in hand, and knt~p~ack on my buck, 1 !►uve 

~ecu ~► w.»~d~~rer ~~'cr the land. 
1)tiri~i~; my }~er~'g►•i»uticin~, I aa«~ (i~i-

eog) merry ~rliu arc; reE►res~~itati~-e rner~ ; 
wl~u would ahit~e iti ~~iy cun~n~ut,ity, and 
uu~ler dif3ereiit nnei ~~~~,re f~►~~orabic ril~cGru-
e~t;i»ce~r~, in wl~i~~l~ they wu~tld t~u~~c I~a►d tl~~; 
a~iv~i~ft~►~;c of c»It~i:•c and educati~,r~—they 
would li;~ve ~nitalaxoncd their nc~~ri~~N uzi t~►c~ 

~~ugc~~ ut~ hist~,ry, ~~ti~l arhic~Ted fur tli~~tri-
~elves fu~nc an~f fortune. 5ucl~ a u»e is 
tl~c sul►j~~ct of t!►e~ 1'uli~,wi~~b l~ri~f ~in~l ini-
perf'ect notice wit!► tivlium I will recu~u~►,c~,cc; 

uiy ~ketchc~~ uf----

COLORED MEN OF CALIFORNIA. 
\O. \'III. 

Isaae $ank~• 
It is nc~t alone amun~ lnc~r~ of ~:ci~~~~tific 

;lttiillltllClltN~ tl~e l~~zirucd a~~~1 clu~~u~~~it t1~at 
~~•e fiiicl [ittiu~ ceY~reAcutatived uf' tl,e worth 
;tinci al,ility ~}f' our i•acc. '1'1►crc are »~E~~~ in 
tlic t►utut,lc walks of lit'c, whc~ are arclu~lc;d 
from ttic~ pul,lic b.~zc, of rrtired hul,iiq, 
end avcrHu t~~ nut~~ri~ty, wiu~ cl~►iir~ rio 
hihl~c~r diKtii~ctiuu ihs~ri tliut H~liich E~krtaii~~ 
tc~ I~cii~~ liuuc~t tiie~~ and ~;u~cl citi~ct~H, l,l~t. 
a~liu ~vcll ~leHc~rvu to have their namc,~.~ re-
~~i ~ri~n~~ its 1~~...,n .,~..-..,. ~1~1...._ _.... ._ 



fric.~~ici~ ii► ~r~v Y~,ck, gate hint ~2~0 04 to 
E►~y Ilia ~~~~~,~~r, to t1~i~ cuuiil►~y. 

!i~ arric ~~cl in (':~lit~,.uiu in the tiff inter of 
1$52- 3, end i~n~nediut~ly ~►rncecd~.~d to 
(3rr~s~ ~'ull~~y, wl~~~re V~,1. Enbli~l~ reKided, 
.itici ~~•i►crc .11 r. ~uuk~ ~in~! ~t~a f~imil3~ bu~'o 
s~ucc livrtl, lluut+rid utt:l r~;~pcctccl i~v tii~ 

I3id 6r~t urcu~~ati~►n w~ua rnii~ii►~, Ht,icl~ 
hc: ~~irdu~d fur ~e~-er:ii y~~ut'P ~41II1 ~~ucic~d 
RttCCers, until Tailing t~c~altl,, and tl►e dc~E►rc;-

ciatiu~~ ~f miniri~ c~ai~nK in th:~t ~ectiut~, 
induced hint t~► sc~t~k uti+~~r ci7~~►I~~~~mr_Nt. 

IIe i~ t~c~~v the ~en~~ra) jubt►cr f~~r Grase 
Y311c►y, aY►Eilyink him~ctf t~~ f;u•inin~r, ~;~r-
d~t~ina, dru~~in~, etc. In fact, lie: iK the 
~nur~t us:~fui ~n.u► iii tu~vn. [tc in n~~t~~d fur 
hin etcrli~ig tt-~r~c3ty .~t~~i itt«•:iryiii:; trt~tli. 
I~ie ward i~ nev~;~• duut►t~~~l. lt' I~u:~c a~-
serte ~~r cuntr~dict~ nriytt~ii~K it iH uy~.lc~:~ 
fc~r anyb~►dy c+tic to s.~y ~u~,;l~t n~*ainst it. 
IIi~ ~chula~tic acquir~~inent t~rc fe:w-31.i~~rti 
are ne~c:r r~c~ut to l.,'ull~~~te. lie cs~u t~uccly. 
read :u►cl ~vritc, with a su!►rriici~l kt~~►wled~;~~ 

of the n►inur rule ~~f arithint;tic, :~iluf ~vhicl~ 
tic listiK acc~uir~~l since his ari•iv:~l at ~~ears ul' 
ma~uhuud; Lut he pusse,se~ n Ktr~,u~ mind, 
rc~t~ntiv~ mcrnc,ry, ~c►uiirl jurl~nient, and a 
ttutucul apt.itud~ F~~r calculutuin. 'I'hesc~ 
qualities alrr~u~t l~aluaeo tli~a deiicioncies .►f' 

ijie education. IIe dce~ty reKrete, h~iw-, 
evc,~r, t.l~at detici~'t~cy, ad hc~ iw <<~vti~'c it lc~ 
a~u~ i~i~ usefuluc~s, au~i ~dd~ t~~ the m~r~y 
di~altilitie8 unc~c;t~ wl~i~:l► 1►c lui.►ors. 

hl r. SunkK i~ a ct~uhcietiti~~uy C:hrir~tian, 
uu~~ t~ unefut and influcutiul ~urmk~cr of tht~ 
A. 11i. E. Ct~tirc~h. IIe is ui< <~xt<<►rtc~r, au~l 
l~ia p~•uyer~ anel ext►ortatiun~ are fi~rt ent, 
ar►d ut tirrtee c~lc~gaent---al~vt~y~ cl~►thcd its 
ch~iet~: ~:~d apF~rupri.~tc I.~uruu~c•. lii~ 
couipi~xiu~i is p~i~•~ ~la~ck, hiq fentiireK 
eti:~rp, re~;ul~r nncl welt d~~fin~~c! : lie id c►f 

n~~~~~iuui h~~i~rht I~iK fraini~ tvi•11-k~zit_ litl►e-



su>>E►lc ar~~t wiry,..~i~nntiu~;~ r;trcii:.;tli,~;►c~tiv-

ity au~i ~~~u~cular puw~~r. Ilis I'I~c~~~iul~►;.;i• 

Cil~ t~CVU~~iO111C11ty C~'lI1CC Vt'!1('C.ltU~ll~ C~)U-

scicntiuu~uc:~r~, mwn~~ry ~tn~1 love of h~►n~~~, 

with l,ut little idctilit~~. lliy uuinic~l .~►~~1 

intellectual ~►ru~cnwitie~a nre ut~~~ut ~~~l~~utly 
LalanceJ, unci me lmt't~ c~~r~~tr~►1lca liy ;t full 
deg clupmet~t c,l' liin iu ►r.►l f'~~c~~ltica. 

I1ir. ~~itikK iN nc►~v i~et~veeu furt~•-live ~,n~i 
fifty Yc .r~ cyf 1LoC~ of tici•~•~ins V tcm~~~~~•u-
Tr~~~ut .►iicl I,eKlt.l,,y, k►qt nr,t ru'.►uKt c~►n,titi~-

tiuu. 'l'i►c f:t~nily urc trnl,y ~~:ttri~~ti~~--1►c 

hay two u~~~ihew~, Hc~us c~F JuK~~~yti '1'lic~ru,►r, 

in the ITni„n .u•my, a~►~l if C~~tiilr:iny :1 
L~,lurc~l Uatif'urnia ~'ulmitc~crsl►~icl liu<<c l~cc~u 
:tcc:c~(~tc~d, citlier 11[r. ~auk~ car AI r. 't'li~,ni:ih 
w~,ul~l h,►vc joinrd them. ~Ic h:iy a~cuinu-
lated ti ~+mc~ wcullh, entli~~i~~nt ~>crtinp:~ f~~r 
t ie i~wcicrutc ~i~~~ic~~ti, 1►ut nut, ins ►iiu~;lt uy 
1~iN 1'ri~~ti~li w~~ul~l ~via+l~, t~nr cnuu~;•h tu cx-
cite tiic ~~~~~•y of I~i~ foes, if he liar any, 
w(iicti I ~nucli d~►u~t. 

Mr. ~.rnk~ iy Agent of ti►c (',~cu~tc 1'~r-
t~~A~, in (.;rsK~ ~'allcy, nticl lii~ ~1►urt, ~~;tliY, 
1l'['~Sl~ Rnci f'~7~r1'~illli)13~,IlU~ ('(If1lIl111111C:i~l~)11N, 

its which }►c n~,teH puasitih ~~vt~i~ty wuul~i 
d~ ere dit to ~ profc~Kiut►.tl lctt~~r-writer. 

L. 
Sex Fxa~~i~cc~, Nov. 3d, 1~G3. 

~'or the P~~ci(Ic Appeal. 

Literary Crimes. 
The c~lrclincrl Kii~S kn~~H~i► :1>>i~►n~ literacy 

an~i c~iucated m~~n are ~~luhi;tri~;nt i~u~i 
ii►t~eE►ul<<tiuu. '1'liey z~rc ~u~t r~~a,;~ui2c~ 
ut a~~i►iu~~~► l,lw as crir~~~~s : they cl~~ n~►t rcn-
d~r tf~c C~erE►ctr.it~~r iucli~~t~►i►I~~ f~~r lik~cl yin-
der .tny ~t:~tutur~~ cucle, ti~►r clu they cun►c 

un~cr ti c ~,rE'UCCuI term ''r;l:iti~l~~r," L►ut thr~~ 
ar~~ rneanc'C ilfll~ Itic)1•~~ d+~NNi~ul~l~ tlinn ~~itl«~r. 
T.«~y acs crirnry u~.;ait►~t tlic hi~;li~~tit iu•t of 
litcrz►ture, tlTl(I ~Il! wliu iN ~~iilty ~~t tl«: cc►m-

• .. .• ... .i . .......... ..~.....~.t i.,. ,...... ~ - 



- ~ 

l~~~ p ~ 
t.~ 

RECORDING REQUESTED BY: 

RETURN TO: 

Board of Supervisors 
County of Nevada 
950 Maidu Avenue, Suite 200 
PO Box 599002 
Nevada City, CA 95959-7902 

DOCUMENT TITLE 

Nevada County Recorder 
Gregory J. Diaz 
Document#: 20210022043 
Friday June 25 2021, at 02:05:42 PM 

Paid: x0.00 AM 

NEVADA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
RESOLUTION 20-280 

RESOLUTION DESIGNATING THE KENTUCKY MINE SITE, LOCATED 10615 LONE 
LOBO TRAIL, NEVADA CITY CA 95959 (APN 052-060-018) AS NEVADA COUNTY 

HISTORICAL LANDMARK NEV 21-01 

THIS PAGE ADDED TO PROVIDE ADEQUATE SPACE FOR RECORDING INFORMATION 
(Govt. Code 27361.6) 

Additional Recording Fee Applies 



RESOLUTION No. 

OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF NEVADA 

RESOLUTION DESIGNATING THE KENTUCKY RIDGE MINE 
SITE, LOCATED 10615 LONE LOBO TRAIL, NEVADA CITY, CA 
95959 (APN 052-060-018) AS NEVADA COUNTY HISTORICAL 
LANDMARK NEV 21-01 

WHEREAS, the Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission (NCHLC) was 
established in 1969 to promote the general welfare of Nevada County and its citizens through 
official recognition, recording, marking, preserving, and promoting the historical resources of 
Nevada County; and 

WHEREAS, the NCHLC has since sustained an active program of cataloging and 
recommending for designation historical sites and structures throughout Nevada County; and 

WHEREAS, the NCHLC accepts applications, processes and verifies applications for 
proposed historical landmark designation and recommends said landmark designations for 
approval by the Nevada County Board of Supervisors; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors supports the promotion of the public health, safety, 
and general welfare by providing for the identification, protection, enhancement, perpetuation, 
and use of improvements, buildings, structures, signs, objects, features, sites, places, districts, and 
areas within the County that reflect special elements of the County's architectural, artistic, 
cultural, engineering, aesthetic, historical, political, social, and other heritage, by allowing their 
registration as Nevada County Historical Landmarks for the following reasons: 

1: Safeguarding Nevada County's heritage as embodied and reflected in the 
Kentucky Ridge Mine Site located at 10615 Lone Lobo Trail, Nevada City, CA 
95959 (APN 052-060-018), representing its influence on Nevada County's 
cultural and social history, and commemorating the people who were brought 
to work there and became part of our early communities; and 

2. Encouraging public knowledge, understanding, and appreciation of Nevada 
County's history as reflected in its heritage; and 

3. Fostering civic and neighborhood pride and a sense of identity based upon the 
recognition and use of cultural resources; and 

4. Preserving diverse and harmonious architectural styles and design innovations; 
and 

5. Enhancing property values to increase economic and financial benefits to 
Nevada County and its inhabitants by preserving and promoting historical 
buildings; and 



6. Protecting and enhancing Nevada County's attraction to tourists and visitors, 
thereby stimulating business and industry; and 

7. Identifying as early as possible and resolving conflicts between the 
preservation of cultural resources and alternative land uses in a section of 
Nevada County that inay see future population growth. 

WHEREAS, on May 7, 2021, the NCHLC received a revised application from Craig 
Rohrsen, requesting that the Kentucky Ridge Mine Site be designated as a Nevada County 
Historical Landmark; and 

WHEREAS, at its March 19, 2021 meeting,the NCHLC verified and unanimously 
approved the Application and now recommends that the Board of Supervisors designate the 
Property as a Nevada County Historical Landmark. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Supervisors of the County of 
Nevada hereby accepts the NCHLC's recommendation and designates in the Kentucky Ridge 
Mine Site located at 10615 Lone Lobo Trail, Nevada City, CA 95959 (APN 052-060-018) as 
Nevada County Historical Landmark NEV 21-01. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the Board is hereby directed to record a 
certified copy of this Resolution with the Office of the Nevada County Clerk-Recorder within ten 
(10) days after the adoption hereof. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Nevada at a regular meeting of 
said Board, held on the 22nd day of June, 2021, by the following vote of said Board: 

Ayes: Supervisors Heidi Hall, Edward Scofield, Dan Miller, Susan 
K. Hoek and Hardy Bullock. 

Noes: None. 

Absent: None. 

Abstain: None. 
ATTEST: 

JULIE PATTERSON HUNTER 
Clerk of the Board .of Supervisors 

~ u~u1~~~ing 
copy of the orio

6/z~/zon ~~: cos _ os a~ - a$o 
Ac• ATTEST: ~,~~ a~~ 
xLc• Julie Patterson Hunter, Clerk of the Board 

County of Nevada ,~}-~ 
BY: ~<~(lL.~ 



Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission 
P.O. Box 1014 

Nevada City, California 95959 
info@nevadacountylandmarks.com 

530-274-7118 

19 March 2021 

Nevada County Board of Supervisors 
950 Maidu Avenue 
Nevada City, CA 95959 

Honorable Chair and Board Members: 

At today's meeting of the Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission, the 
Commission voted unanimously to recommend to the Board that the application for 
landmark designation of the Kentucky Ridge Mine Slave Colony be approved. The 
applicant is Craig Rohrsen. A plaque will be placed on his property at 10615 Lone Lobo 
Trail in Nevada City. The landmark is to be designated as Nevada County Historical 
Landmark NEV 21-01. 

From 1851-1852, the Kentucky Ridge Mine was the largest enterprise in 
California operated by enslaved black labor. During gold rush days, Nevada County had 
a significant black population. Most were free, but even though California had entered 
the Union as a free state, some were enslaved before the Civil War. Gold was first 
discovered on this property in early 1851. By October, Colonel William F. English 
brought with him from Florida and South Carolina about 40 slaves to operate the gold 
mine. The mine failed after English was killed in a gun accident on August 27, 1852, and 
the black mine workers gradua►ly moved into the towns. The husband of one of them, 
Isaac Sanks, a freed black man, became a religious leader, businessman and 
newspaper reporter who helped gain blacks the right to serve on juries and the right to 
vote by 1870. He is believed to have been the first black to run for public office in 
California, when he ran for Grass Valley town trustee in 1870. 

~--



The applicant, assisted by Commissioner Chuck Scimeca, has provided a 
thorough and compelling level of research and documentation to accompany the 
application, which has been reviewed by the Commission for historical accuracy. The 
application and supporting documentation is enclosed. 

If you approve the application, please forward the resolution and accompanying 
documents to the County Recorder. 

If you have any further questions, do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you in 
advance for your consideration of this request. 

truly, 

Bernard Zimr~err~an, Chair 

Cc: Craig Rohrsen 
Chuck Scimeca 



County ~f Nevada 
Sta~Ce ~f ~aliforr~ia 

Nevada County H-listorical Landmarks Commission 
Application for Registration of Historical Landmark 

fVame of proposed landmark 
Kentucky Ridge Mane Slave Colony 

LOC~tlon_ Near the end of Lone Lobo Trail, at 10615 Lone Lobo Trail, Nevada City, 
CA 95959. (plaque location, GPS 10S 0661173 X 4345~y4N) _ 
Plaque location is near the residence of Craig and Laura Rohrs~n. 

Name of applicant Craig Rohrsen 

Address~10615 Lone Lobo Trail, Nevada City, CA 95959 

Homy or work phone cell phone.~530-305-8653 

f~am~ and address of landowner upon whose property proposed landmark 

Is located, if owner Is not applicant 

authorize the placing of a plaque or marker on site. 
~ ~~ 

Landowne~`,~ignature ate 

2014 rev. 
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~~~9~'~v ~l~~!~1~ '~h~ ~ ~~~' s. See adclitiona! ~Ytach~d.. .. 

20~i ~!• ~~~V. 



Hew will tr» Idr~drr~~rk be pr~otectec~ and maintained? 

Thy historic plaque proposed location is looted adjacent to Craig and 
Laura F~ohrs~n's home. It i~ also located on a privately maintained road 
with minimal traffic. 

bibliography. Cite or attach available books, records, articles or other 
materials pertaining to the proposed landmark. 
Books and articles: "Please see attached" 

Historical or civil records: (e.g., ownership, assessments etc.) 

Ofiher: (e.g. photographs, prints or drawings. ('lease list and attach 
separately) 

,~ c. ~ 
., 

Applicant'. ignatur~ '~ Date 
~. 
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Brief history and description of proposed landmark
attach additional sheets as necessary) 

Kentucky fridge Mine Slave Colony 

From 1851-1852, the Kentucky Ridge Mine was the largest enterprise in 
California operated by enslaved Blacl< labor. During gold rush days, 
Nevada County had a significant Black population. Most were free, but 
even though California had entered the Union as a free state, some were 
enslaved before the Civii War, Gold was first discovered on this property in 
early 1851. By October, Colonel William F. English brought with him from 
Florida and South Carolina about 40 slaves to operate the gold mine. He 
was one of over a dozen slave owners in Nevada County. The mine failed 

' after English was killed in a gun accident on August 27, 1852, and the 
Black mine workers gradually moved into the towns. They raised 
families, practiced their trades, opened business, and advocated for 
civil nights throughout the 19th and early ?_O~h centuries. The husband of 
one of them, Isaac San4<s, a freed Black man, became a religious leader, 
businessman and newspaper reporter who helped gain Blac{<s the right to 
serve on juries and the right to vote by 1870. t-le is believed to have been 
the first Black to run for public office in California, when he ran for Grass 
Valley town trustee in 1870. 

See additional, attached...... 
:I

; . 

Unique aspects or properties of proposed landmark 

Very few people in Nevada County are aware that this business venture 
employed enslaved people that were owned by William F. English in 1851 
and 1852. Still fewer people are aware that many of the enslaved people in 
California had to purchase their own freedom. 1=ew people are aware that 
William English was one of over a dozen slave owners in Nevada County at 
the time. Admirably, these enslaved people layer became free men and 
women, respected and trusted members of our early communities. This 
part of our history regrettably tends to been forgotten. It is time to tell the 

' story of the enslaved people o~ the Kentucky Ridge Mine and Nevada 
County during the 1850'S. See additional attached. . .. 

2014 rev. 



How will the landmark be protected and maintained? 

The historic plaque proposed location is located adjacent to Craig and 
Laura Rohrsen's home. It is also located on a privately maintained road 
with minimal traffic. 

Bibliography. Cite or attach available books, records, articles or other 
materials pertaining to the proposed landmark. 
Books and articles: "Please see attached" 

Historical or civil records: (e.g., ownership, assessments etc.) 

Other: (e.g. photographs, prints or drawings. Please list and attach 
separately) 

~~ f, 3 ~ z I 
Applicant' ignature Date 
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The Kentucky Ridge Mine 
Summary and Timeline 

Linda K. Jack 
November 17, 2020 

In 1851-52 the Kentucky Ridge Mine between Newtown and Rough and Ready in Nevada 
County was part of the most ambitious and highly capitalized slave-based enterprise in 
California. The enterprise was the vision of Colonel William F. English (1807-1852). It was 
comprised of mining in Nevada County and shipping and retail operations in San Francisco. Due 
to English's accidental death at age forty-five on August 27, 1852 the enterprise was short-lived. 

English was born in South Carolina to maternal and paternal families that were affluent cotton 
planters that used enslaved labor on their plantations. By 1838 English had moved to what was 
then territorial Florida. There he served in the territorial legislature and militia where he 
reached the rank of Colonel. He would use the title throughout his lifetime. After Florida 
gained statehood in 1848, he served in the state legislature and militia. English engaged in a 
number of businesses in the Florida Keys, and had a plantation on the mouth of the Miami 
River-now the city of Miami-that was worked by around 100 enslaved people. 

In the summer of 1849 renewed fighting between the Seminole and white settlers in the Miami 
area drove the white settlers south to Key West. The intersection of that outbreak and the 
discovery of gold in California likely influenced English's decision to go to the gold fields while 
the Federal Army and Navy made a concerted effort to subdue the Seminole. 

In late 1849 English commissioned the construction of a steamship in Philadelphia, the 
Commodore Stockton, to transport himself, other Southern planters and their enslaved people 
to California to mine for gold. The Philadelphia press reported that there were men and 
women enslaved by English on board working on the interior of the ship.1 The Commodore 
Stockton was launched in January 1850, but English delayed his departure to learn whether 
California would be admitted to the Union as a free or slave state. In spite of California's 
admission as a free state on September 9, 1850, English proceeded on his journey. The 
Commodore Stockton departed Philadelphia for its trip around The Horn on November 1, 1850. 
The steamship arrived in San Francisco on April 20, 1851. The thirty-six "unidentified" people in 
steerage were likely his enslaved workforce.z

~ Public Ledger, October 29, 1850, p. 2. 
z https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/49066/images/FLHG_SanFranciscoShipPL2-
0150?ssrc=&backla bel=Return&rc=602 %X529%20789%20575%36705%201329%20807%X1374&pId=120664 



In 1851 there were numerous press reports of gold discoveries on the Kentucky Ridge between 
Newtown &Rough and Ready, which may have piqued English's interest in that area. 3 I have 
yet to determine exactly how soon English and his enslaved laborers arrived in Nevada County 
or when he acquired the mine, but an article in the Nevada Journal on October 23, 1851 
reported that by that date William F. English had acquired the Kentucky Ridge Mine, and had a 
"Chilean process quartz mill in operation."4 Writing some sixteen years later, Edwin F. Bean 
elaborated on the acquisition reporting that a ledge was struck on the Kentucky Ridge by 

"[Guy?] Abel" and Porter" and a large amount of rock was taken out. They contracted with 
William F. English to build a quartz mill with "two large-sized Chile mill wheels and pan driven 
by water power with a capacity of reducing about two or two and a half tons intwenty-four 
hours." Bean went on to write about litigation-that I have yet to find-and that the "affair 
proved a failure, and was disastrous to all parties concerned."5 Writing more generally about 
the area Bean described the Kentucky Ridge boom as a "bubble" that left miners and investors 
"flat broke." 6

English was just one of over a dozen enslavers in Nevada County in the early 1850s, and 
Southerners were the most powerful force in the state legislature during those early years. So, 
perhaps it is not surprising that I have yet to find any contemporary reports, or public concern 
expressed locally about the enslaved labor force that worked the mine. Four of the enslaved 
people, who were English family slaves from South Carolina and Florida, came to California with 
the understanding that they would work for eighteen months in exchange for their freedom. 
English had also purchased additional slaves in Georgia where he had business and family 
connections. My best estimate is that between 30-45 enslaved people were on the mine site, 
including women and children. Five of men were enslaved to English's maternal uncle, Richard 
Fitzpatrick. To my knowledge none of the enslaved people from Florida or South Carolina had 
mining experience, but there was slave-based gold mining in Georgia, so it is possible English 

looked for gold mining experience in the people he purchased in that state. 

From all accounts the mine was not efficiently run and was operated with crude methods and 
tools. The tunnel was on the ridge above Deer Creek, so ore had to be carried in baskets from 
the mine to the mill. Nineteenth century sources reported that there was quality ore on the 
site, so if the enterprise was a failure, it may have been due to the operation.' It is the case 
that by early 1852 English was short on cash. 

On August 27, 1852, at about noon William F. English was near Coyoteville when he was thrown 
from his horse. His gun discharged and the shot struck him in the breast. He died instantly. $ 

3 Nevadalournal, April 19, 1851, p. 2 and Sacramento Dai/y Union, June 10, 1851, p. 2. 
4 Nevada Journal, October 23, 1851, p. 2 
5 Bean, Edwin F, Bean's History and Directory of Nevoda County, 1867, p. 357. 
6 Bean, Edwin F., Bean's History and Directory of Nevada County..., 1867, p. 362. The same information is repeated on p. 203 of 
Harry Laurenz Wells History of Nevada County... 

See for example, "Opening of the Slave Mine Expedited," Morning Union, August 10, 1934, p. 5. 
8 Nevada Journal, September 3, 1852, p. 2. 
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English is supposed to have been buried in Pioneer Cemetery in Nevada City, but the location of 
his grave is unknown. His maternal uncle, Richard Fitzpatrick, who had earlier joined his 
nephew in California was the administrator of English's estate. An "Administrator's Notice" was 
published in the Nevada Journal on October 1, 1852. g Fitzpatrick began advertising the sale of 
the mill and machinery in November.10 By November 30, 1853 Richard Fitzpatrick had returned 
to Texas.11

Some of the former workers on the site remained on the Kentucky Ridge to mine for 
themselves, but many of the single men and those with families migrated down to Grass Valley 
and settled in the Boston Ravine area. The families included the Thomas-Sanks, Allen, Mills, 
Green, etc. As the early African American pioneers passed away the local press tended to 
assume that any Black person who had been in Grass Valley in the early 1850s had been at the 
Kentucky Ridge Mine, so over the years many people have been erroneously associated with 
the mine. 

Many of the former slaves went on to be pillars of the community and active in church and civil 
rights affairs. In 1870 Joseph Thomas and his brother-in-law, Isaac Sanks, returned to Florida to 
visit family that had been left in Key West when Thomas, his brother, Jacob, and their sister, 
Chasey, had been among those taken on the Commodore Stockton.12 I would love to have 
heard the stories they told. 

Much of the early 20t'' century writing on the mine uses as its source an article written by Matt 
Hamilton for the San Francisco Chronicle on October 11, 1903 (see attached). It is a frustrating 
piece because it is written in the "moonlight and magnolia" romanticized style of the Jim Crow 
era. And it is full of erroneous information and assumptions: that English came from Georgia, 
that he had a wife (yet to be identified) who freed the slaves, that the enslaved were childishly 
devoted to him, etc., so I think it is safest to take it with a grain of salt. That said, Hamilton was 
apparently a city editor for the Union, and writing in 1903 he could have very well talked with 
people still alive who remembered the mine. Edmund Kenyon and others would later rely on 
Hamilton's article for their writings. Who knows if the illustrations are accurate? The portrait 
of Chasey Sanks is likely fanciful, as she had died in 1896 at seventy years of age. 

have not included here anything about the workings of the mine after 1852, but it was actively 
mined into the mid 20th century, so lots of information in the newspapers. Hopefully this is a 
help, but do let me know what, if any, of these supporting materials in the notes you would like 
to have. 

9 Nevada Journal, October 1, 1852, p. 2. 
to Nevada Journal, November 26, 1852, p. 3. 
li Letter from Nathan H. Davis to Mary Davis, November 30, 1853. Furman University Archives, Greenville, South Carolina. 
1z Daily Union, July 24, 1870, p. 3. 



Overview and Maps, the Kentucky Ridge Mine Siave Colony 1851-1852 

Compiled by Chuck Scimeca, Nevada County Historic Landmarks Commissioner 

The focus of this article, the years 1851-1852, is the period when mine owner 
William F. English brought the enslaved people from South Carolina and Florida, 
to operate the Kentucky Ridge Mine for him, using few tools, requiring difficult 
physical labor provided by the enslaved people. He also employed the use of a 
crude quartz mill to process the ore, called a Chile Mill. William English was killed 
in a gun accident in August of 1852, resulting in the quick dissolution of the mine 
property and relocation of many of the enslaved people to nearby areas. 

Albert B. Adams, years later, manager of the Kentucky Ridge Mine attempted to 
locate the cabins the enslaved people lived in. Adams said he saw "foundations of 
loose rock indicated that approximately forty dwellings had ranged on the higher 
ground above the mine tunnel." 1 If Adams is correct, this would place the 
dwellings just west and below Kentucky Ridge Road, which connects with Lone 
Lobo Trail. Note, an archeological survey is needed to confirm this and to 
establish if the rock foundation structure located below Craig Rohrsen's 
residence, is a remnant of the original Chile Mill mentioned in Bean's 1867 History 
and Directory of Nevada County. 

1 The Northern Mines, Factual Narratives of the Counties of Nevada, Placer, Sierra, Yuba and 
Portions of Plumas and Butte, Kinyon, Edmund, the Union Publishing Company, 1949, p.62 
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The graphic on the previous page is from the article, This California Mine Was 
Worked by Slave Labor, San Francisco Chronicle October 11, 1909, by Matt 
Hamilton. Pictured in the foreground is the Chile Stamp Mill that operated at 
Kentucky Ridge Mine 1851-1852. 

(See the San Francisco Chronicle article by Matt Hamilton on p. 9, 10, 11) 

The source for the graphic used by the author in the San Francisco Chronicle 
article, notes it is taken from an "old woodcut."2 The Chile mill's actual existence 
in the year 1909 seems doubtful.3 But, the woodcut certainly could have been 
created by a Kentucky Ridge mine worker in 1851 to 1852 and then utilized years 
later for the article published in 1909. However, the woodcut could also have 
been a rendition created many years after operations concluded at the Kentucky 
Ridge Mine, long after the enslaved people had left for Grass Valley and 
surrounding towns. 

The description of the mill is more precisely described by Edwin F. Bean in his 
1867 History and Directory of Nevada County, "The erection of what was called, in 
those days, a quartz mill. This consisted of two large-sized Chile mill wheels and 
pan, driven by water power, with a capacity of reducing about two and half tons 
in twenty-four hours."4

The Kentucky Ridge Mine was located above Deer Creek on the north east side, 
about 50 yards west of Lone Lobo Trail. The graphic in the article by Matt 
Hamilton shows water being brought down by flume, seen in the background, to 
the Chile Mill's water wheel. The graphic also shows the mine entrance above 
with two enslaved people, (which corresponds to the location of the mine 
entrance today) dumping and shoveling ore into the mill. The source of the water 
brought by the flume appears to be towards the top of Kentucky Ridge above the 
mine entrance. This would place the water source near the present location of the 

Z Woodcut is a reliei.,~rinfiina technique in printmakii~a. An artist carves an image into the surface of a 
block of wood—typically with c~ouges—leaving the printing parts level with the surface while removing the 
non-printing parts. 

3 Nevada Journal, October23, 1851, p.2 
^History and Directory of Nevada County, California, Bean, Edwin F. 1867 p.357 



Nevada Irrigation District's (NID) Newtown Canal (Ditch). The original ditch was 
completed in August of 1851. 

The Ditch was built by Nixon and Youngs. The Newtown ditch diverted water 
from Deer Creek below Nevada City and traveled about eight miles to Kentucky 
Flat. In a recent discussion with retired Nevada Irrigation District Historian, Terry 
Mayfield, he pointed out that within weeks of the August 1851 completion of the 
Newtown Ditch, water from Kentucky Flat would have been extended father west 
to various mining claims along the north facing slope of Kentucky Ridge, likely 
including that of the Kentucky Ridge Mine. 

The other possible source for the flume water that appears in the graphic by Matt 
Hamilton could be the old Pleasant Valley Ditch. This ditch appears on the Official 
Nevada County map 1913 on page 5. This ditch has its source on Deer Creek 
pictured in section 18, near claim #305, the Niagara Gas Mining Claim. The ditch 
is located below Craig Rohrsen's residence and just a few yards above the 
unknown rock and stone remnants that may be the site of the original Kentucky 
Mine Quartz Chile Mill. Presently the ditch is dry and appears not have been in 
use for many years. (photo, remnant of possible Quartz Chile Mill below). 

_.. .. .l~A ., ~.~ , . 

5 NID pre 1914 Water Rights Report to the Department of Water Resources State of California, 
October 28, 1986 
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Today the Newtown Canal (Ditch) continues along the Kentucky Ridge, joining the 

Pleasant Valley Ditch, then all the way to Lake Wildwood. 

The mine did operate well into the mid twentieth century. Photo above by Matt 

Hamilton, article San Francisco Chronicle 1909. 

Research has shown that in 1909 a second mine shaft at the Kentucky Ridge Mine, 

the Lower Tunnel was driven in below the original shaft and intersected that lode 

below the old workings.6

This Nevada County map published in 1913 indicates by the red arrow, the 

Newtown Ditch ending just above the Kentucky Ridge Mine Company property in 

section 18. It also indicates by the red arrows the property owned by the mine in 

1913, indicated by the broken black lines. 

6 Mining &Scientific Press page 468, 4-3-1909 
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Kentucky Mine Main Mine Shaft, Plaque Location and Possible remnants of Chile 
Mill indicated by Red Dots and Arrows 
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Plaque location, Craig and Laura Rohrsen property, 10615 Lone Lobo Trail, 

Nevada City, CA 95959 
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Propose location of Kentucky Ridge Mine Plaque 

The plaque will be located a few yard east of applicant Craig Rohrsen's residence. 

Plaque location 
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Dixcks, in tt~etr Wde rnAln~, ainonR a 
alr~nSe {xo~ii~, had looked f~r*'a rd to 
rclvrn{np to the BtfuthL•m~ 1{O AK~T to 
iFNr hearer, now that the !IO\'CI[}' OS 
the ~enturr had worn o#. 

Tfie end creme In u manner tra;lc. to 
say the tewt. To fhla Ja>• It has L~.~n 
an npcn yueatlon ~~•hath«r th< dcr.l 
e~us Intentional or not. A klndty ma~-
}ority d~Nar'w Lhnt !t wax :1f•cident. 
Mounted on hta Aorne, n wpt rltW mil-
mu1. Colonel }~;H~t{ raxfe nw~y to 
Coyotn•lUe. 1v~t nlwve \e~•ada l9 U'. 
It You Ro up (gnat wnY ~x~~r you w{II not 
End C~Ye~e~'k~le. It has Ion; alner dtM-
ayprarrd, like mn ny another minlnx 
camp once bu~ttlw[ stW ln(tr def'rtal. 
Fiorx nnO rider xctt a wirikltti plctutt, 
for the man who threw the dice vrlth 

7ste and lost could hate atVacted a!-
tmtfon fn atiy,jtt,herinlC by hip yL~ut1 
Dearing ant dletlnRutf~e~ api,ccannM. 
ClwtteNnXup to the ~torc wt Goyotc-

rltir, tM: report of a icun.Lot nos nut. 
xnd F.»~cilah fNl from hie hora4 dCa.! 
In tTe roved. The Coln( m.>mrnt tud not 
been obrersed Af t1+~ miners about tree 

plan. and the rtport drew tfiNr alten-
tJon !o the spot. Bnmc declared the 

shopcun Asd occideutatlY JlFcharsed Its 

conten[s Into the rttan'. sldS catrh-
InK In T{r tra ~+pin~ca nh hr dfamounted. 
Oth.Kw sh~x,k th«fr h«cAa mranfnaly, 
for It ass kno~rn that the man IytnK 
dent bKore them hat Iert all he Iwa-

se:red on eu rth and hed ~wnlbly ended 
hfa life. unaLir, to Dear ui. beneath the 
blox. 

The mole pathetic and touch(rur ittne 
in the Mtlev: story ca mo. with t1:e col-
onel'• death. File Asa•e~, aho m~~At 
!vice been [m mere and women. were 
broken-hrar~ed orcr the newx F+Uth-

tul to the laf~t, tbey (Care uy ehetr hard-
egrosA tw~rd. •their wrinq aa4 ietap-
InIC+i.~that "3[~r~ iCWnrict"~r~yfiAtbc~bnr-
Icd srlth the ibmD y+d e~rcmoay due 

hlm were It back nn the olA ptantat Wn. 
They followed the baly to the Rrt~cr, 

moundulC ilke chltArra for n .Iced par-
em. Th. neDhe.b of lLc d«.d m:~n ~x-
svma! oN~nrrship n! thr b:uid of Afrl-
eana. and, to h!• diahnror anA ah;nno 

cmnM~Ied lhcm to buy thrir frndom 
by werklnK !n [hr miner. 

Cordon. the partner, h~J gone home. 
a flood haeln~c +ercpt thr m11i ua~n}~. 
Ei~e fully Intrneled to return a~~! re-
~ume the Kent~.irky itlAxe, but ~nenn-
whllr, tho cl~•li a'ar broke out. 1CitN 
hl~ twro sou. he en[rrn! the C.enfnirr-
~te nnn~~ rtnA fought throuKh the Lltt ~r 
aW~le. }7..~rent<en y<:s n+ :i~c~~ 1~« re-
turned to the ame oC f~fa ea r2y Qlra~-
ter, Gvc not Iu mine, i;e hud rMllu~l a 
fortune am! c my a: z al~htwcer. Ili• 
Ant atM. ~rnx,to~cxr~ th! ~rn vC ~f his 
ofd friend. 

(K thw rcir.~aed sia~•cs :a numix~r acl-
tted nt Gr.~~a Valley. tbeuRh none ore 
ll~nR tndnl'. Among them ware S(re. 
T. J. Rankx, Jofirph Thomas re nd hl. 
Amther, T~r(r,-brotAtr+~ ~of ~Irw. Sunka; 
?~tra'. Fil atfits. John C.rr.~n end France: 
Orcen, Als'davRhter. Isawc finnk~, xnv 
of the tint named, ha. reRidW In rnxs 
~'aliey nincr childhood. a~ has FYa nk 
Alien and two alstm~, Crxndchlidmn of 
John C.rcen. Alien and Runka irrom-
panicd Cempnnp T to Ranh Cn~x rc-
~ent1Y ~h head cook. 

Fteccntly the Kentucky Itldpr! H~:ix 
purehxited by a com~v ny of ESouthcrn 
capitullxU, »M~nitd DY Ashley fi:d• 
KY oC ,yavth Caroilna. £reDAratlonw 
are beinx made to start up the mine 
In modern wtS~e, rend, u~d.r method+ 
or tndwr. It Is ezpcc~M to y1Std rich 
r~turna. The old dump. rontninln~c 
tCe w-eattcyl vraate rocX of the ea Ay 
dnri..rlli first be milled. It Aare latr 

ly been ca rcfolly looked Deer end Je-
NnrM by ~xpertw ~•aluabie enough to 
71lW a. K~~ Dmnl under IniillltK IrCth-
ean of cosmos. 
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The Indianapolis Journal Dec. 1, 1903 reprint 

WORKED ~iS 3I.~~'ES, 

I~ec~at Sale of Property fa Gallio~#a 

R~s-ealed Tree t'oniition. 

h'ew York Telegram. 
'~'he only mine e~,•er worked by ~~ave 

labor in northern California 1~ being te-
opened. It lies nniy a iew miles wes~. of 
Grass valley, and for 8ity-two yenta ;has 
been known n~ the Kentucky Ridge. 

Miners in these mouninlns, when they 
Speak of the Kentucky Ridge. never forgot 
to recall the eler~nentg of fate w=hich lave 
surrounded it. Fifty-two pe~ra ngo it was 
owned by ~ 9ou#here gentleman--n cola nel. 
a stave o~rncr. Now ft swain ~aa$ea Otto 
the hands of Southern gentlemen. 

Ail the v~•ny txom Georgia came Col. 
R'illiam F. Erutlish to seek fflrtune in Lbe 
gold fleld~. A few rich Boutbernere • had 
pooled thc~lr intere$t$ anQ decide.~i to fiend 
repreRPntative~ to "dig gold." Co'~otiel 
Eng Iiah but his fortune tnt~ t~~e veo' are. 
Selling his plantaiion~ he took with him 
se1•era2 slrive~ and left for Philadelphia. 
A steamer was purchased, loaded ;~viih 
eupplie~s, mr~chfnery rind m~nteriliI, and ncirly 
in 1Sb1 tho voyAgQr$ steamed into the har-
bor of San Francisco, after an uneve~ttul 
tray around the Horn. 

I~'evada county a~z$ the watchwor~~ at 
that moment, Had the colonel joined; the 
rush in that direction. That ti•ear ft~und 
Engltsh and one of h18~~ p~~rtners ni'med 
Gordon loca.ied nt the Kentucky Ridge, 
Rhictl had ,~uAt been struck. 1t r~+~r'her-
alded ~s fabuloi.~sly rich. and bare our the 
assertion for :i time at lea$t. At the `very 
brass roots the ~•~ln was rotten with' yet- 
3~w gold, and into it went the capiL•.~1 4f 
tI~Q_ investor. 
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Tile ~Iati•~~, who hzt~ h~thet~to toll+ ~ In 
the sunny cotton i~+~1d~, became rr~txsera. 

hough in a free State they Were .still 
nd~men, but bore their lvt uncom~rlai~~-

ingl -. ~i~glifih was Q vr•hole~~uled m~iti and 
kin i~ his black toiler8 Lo a marke~~y de-
Aree. 

Tt~e vein wa easy of acc~ae, befn~ fol-
lowed by a long tunnel. and the s3avPs 
worked merrily away, for fold w~a pieati-
tul. 

.l~ will way necessary. Halt a rriii~ di~-
tatit from the' tnlne, on Beer Creek. Colonel 
En l~h erected whit wsa known :ia a 
c;t~~1 milt, a ~-ua~ an~r, ~►~th ,.~,~oaen 
~tenie, leaky fl~~ in~ecur~. ,After pe~eiag 
bemeath the ~tamDs the ore wn~ lt~ribf~r 
ground by ttvo iar~e wheels rem olvin~i in a 
cir*~ul~►r trou~,ih. ~'Yat~cr from thf~ ~r~ek 
iurniahed the only motive power. ~o or 
threo Iona in twcnt3~-four hours was the 
utmost the mill co~.;Zd reduce, 

Fortune deser#ed Colonel En~liBh' tod 
1ltisation beaau. From bad ~o worse'went 
the propert ~, until the chivalrous ~~utb-
erner loua~ himself without a cent; He 
still clutig to hip otavFq, who had pac';~ ac-
cumulated a 1ltt1-~ monry by doing; odd 
,~oba. To LhQm had bean glven the premise 
of freedom, aed but for the tafallty '~vhicb 
overtoo~C ~hN broken maa tb~s y~c~mi~e 
~vo~ild have been carried out. 

The end eam~ itaglcaIly, Mounted +;n hie 
home. a ,~pirtted animal, Colonel Ei~glis~ 
rode away to L''oyoteviile, ~usi above i~Te-
vad~t C1t}•, t~'~t~tter~nA ttp to the stc?t'e at 
Co~ots~:ille, the report ~t r~ goo Tangy out 
and English i~tl from his horse, dead The 
rrport drew mii~ere io the Spot. fion;e de-
ciarecl the shotgun had accidentally' c~is-
chargpd itA c~,ntenta into the mau'a` elde, 
catching in his trapniugs as he c1l~mo;~ni+~~l. 
Otheta shook theft heady meaniugl.'~, for 
~t waR kn~wu that the min hid lost x.11 he 
xwsaessF:d ~n earth. 
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'rho most touching acFi~~ in the stotp 
came v~•!th tie colonel's cie:~th. His ~lavex, 
who might ~~ve been free, were broken-
hearte~ ever the ~~ews. Faithful t~ the 
Iar~t, t he3 g~1~e u their hard. earn~~ s$v_ 
i~i~~ that "3'iar~ ~uiinel'' tnighi be ~~uried 
with thfl cer~mo~~y clue ~irn were Lh~~= back 
can the ol~~ ~~lant.at~~on. ~'~~y ~follov~~~~+~ the 
~~c~dy to t~~~ grave, mour~iug like c~ildr~U 
zur n ~~ur+~i~t. 

T~~~ ~,~p~~W of t~~ a~~►~ ~~n ,~R~u~~a 
r~rrii~~rshi~ of the ~~groes. aid, t'~ h~~ 
Fharx~~, com pe11ed them to buy taei~ tree-
dom ~y ~~q►rkluR in the mimes. 

t3arclo~* ih+e ~~rtner, dad ,gone homy. •He 
f ll~~y ~ tlt~tlt~f'd ~t~ T~tUTII tlp~ T~~Lil'~~ ~ t~1~ 
Ii~utucky Ridgy, but i.he civil wrar broke 
cut. ~'~'ith ht~ ~R~o bc~n~ ~e enter~~ the 
contideratc ar~n~• and fought thtou~~h the 
v►•~r. 

+4l the re~e~~ec2 slaves ~svetal aetl~ed at 
Grass ~allt~►, but mane is living is-d~~r. 

Re+c~~itly the Kentuckc Ride was ~oua~t 
by $outherr~ ~~x~~it~ifste, re~reset~t~d bar 
Ashley Halsey, of ~outll Carol ~a, Pt'~para-
tio'~s ire befi~g made to open the ~~~ne ~~ 
m~der~~ style. The old dump, eon'.ai~ing 
tli~ tv<~:~t~~ ruck ~~f the early days. wi it first 
lie ~rnflled. Ii hay been carefully ~:look~~i 
o~•~r ~n~d declared by ex~ett~ vs~luable 
~►~~~~u~h t~ ~•i~~ld a K~od pToflt u~~der ~~~lltug 
m~thoc,~$ of t~-day. s 
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The Chili Mill is similar to an arrastra with the exception that it does not use heavy 
stones that are drug, but instead uses one or more large stone wheels. 

't1T~ G13II,I MILL. 

Illustration is from Hutchings &Rosenfield San Francisco 1858, page 26 

~ , ~ ~ ,4 
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Illustration of an 1850s era h:1exican arrastra during the California Golc1 Rush 
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Nevada City Journal 9-3-1852 
Death of Colonel William F. English 

it 
i~s~ti~~r of ;~atith (~ni•~lin,~, l,ut m~~~C 1•c~c~iati~• ~ I~ 
~~f I~'loi~it~a~, r.ntt~~ t~ l~ia c1~ni~i can 1~ ~•i~1:~~~ ~ 
~i1,o~it rioot~, t~:~rlt~t• tl~~ f~,li~~wi~~~ r~ii~~~t~sa~~t:iti- ~~~ 
c~~~s. III ~~•t~u il~t'u~~~» fi•c~:►~ l,i~ 1►ut';;~ ~~1~ilcs ! ~` 
~>» leis ti~~n~~ frn~» tiji~ city t~ l~~~ntu~~l:,ti• 1~'lAt. ~ ~' 
IIc l~ncl n ~~nxll ;tin in 1ri~ 1►~ncl, il~~ 1t~ittir.lcs i , 
o#' ~ti~l~ic~}i, i~~ his t':~11 gtt•u~~k }iim in tl~o ~l,~~cs~~t ~ ~j 
~n~l tlisr.l~n~ ;ea tl~c f ui1 ~ lo~tit i~~tt~ l~i.~ i~~u~1 ~~, 4 s~ 
~~tisit~~ instant c3c~t1~, ITc ~~;~s n ~i~n n~ttc~l+ f ~ 
C5t@t`ii1Ct~ i11 t11i9 f't'~!it~i~~ or ~it~C ~'c~tt~`tt~inll ' t ~ 

ui~c~ ~t•er~t t~ti~ine~s ni~iivit~•--nrt~c~r~ft~s, i~i~-
~til~i~•e~~utir~ l~u~pit~~t~lc. 

• -r---• r r - - ~ ~, 
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County had First Black Candidates in 
State 

The Union, February 24, 2002 

By Ralph E. Shaffer, professor emeritus in history at Cal Poly Pomona 

1 SA ~~ ~ T. ~~ I~ K.~ 

I~:~ E~l:ir i~. ;}at}li~,it~ ~lumin~•~• t~,r.

~' t) '~ti'I'f~ I~ I.. 1 . 

Isaac T. Sanks was the first black candidate in Nevada County to run 
on a major party ticket, going for constable as a Republican in the 
mid-1890s. He was the son of Isaac Sanks, one of the first blacks to 
run for office in California in 1870. 
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The approaching statewide primary election (March 5) and this month's 
commemoration of Black History make this an appropriate time to recall Nevada 
County's remarkable role in establishment of black suffrage in California in 1870. 

The determination of Grass Valley's black community and the county clerk's 
courage in resisting the state attorney general gave Nevada County the distinction 
of having the first black candidates for public office in California. 

Up until 1870, voting rights in this state were limited to white adult males. Early 
that year the 15th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution eliminated the racial 
barrier. 

Democrats, controlling the California Legislature and all major state offices, 
argued that the amendment was illegal on numerous grounds and sought ways to 
prevent its implementation. 

State Attorney General Joseph Hamilton insisted that California law took 
precedence and instructed county clerks throughout the state to refuse black 
registration. 

He claimed the amendment needed further congressional legislation —establishing 
penalties for violations —before it became effective. On that grounds, all efforts by 
blacks to register were turned aside. 

Nevada County had the fifth-largest black population in the state, with 165 in 
1870. This was primarily the result of a mine established in 1851 by Col. William 
English, who brought nearly 100 slaves to his Kentucky Ridge claim near Grass 
Valley. 

English's death shortly thereafter ended the operation, and many of his workers 
settled within the town limits. By 1870 a thriving black community existed in the 
town and included one of the state's leading campaigners for black civil rights, the 
Rev. James H. Hubbard. 

Perhaps inspired by Hubbard, who spoke in support of back suffrage throughout 
Northern California, several Grass Valley residents attempted to register in early 
April. County Clerk J.J. Rogers initially consented and 15 black names went on the 
voter rolls. 

When informed of Attorney General Hamilton's position, Rogers reversed himself 
and blocked additional registrations. 
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The letter to Rogers in which Hamilton explained his stand against registration was 
reprinted throughout the state and generally brought condemnation from editors. 
Even Democratic editors gradually conceded black suffrage was here, like it or not. 

Fortified by a growing support among journalists, and expectation that Congress 
would shortly pass legislation punishing registrars who disobeyed the amendment, 
Rogers again reversed his policy, and by mid-April more than 50 blacks had 
registered in the county. 

Grass Valley's black residents were anxious to participate in the town election, 
scheduled for May 2. Even before Rogers had registered a single black, several 
papers reported that two Grass Va11ey blacks were planning to run for local office. 
They named Isaac Sanks, a 56-year-old Carolinian, and Jacob Sanders, 49, as 
likely candidates for marshal or town trustee. 

Two San Francisco dailies, the Chronicle and Bulletin, picked up the story, which 
was newsworthy since no other black candidates came forward in the local 
elections held statewide that same day. 

Despite their registration, the Grass Valley election board still refused to put the 
names of blacks on the local polling lists until certified copies of registration had 
been received from the county. 

As election day neared, Sanks, fearing the first opportunity to vote would pass 
without blacks' participation, personally went to the clerk's office in Nevada City 
and obtained proof of registration. On the weekend before the election, the board 
added the names of the 15 registered blacks residing within the town to the voting 
lists. 

By election day the Grass Valley Union had already announced that Sanders had 
publicly declared he was not a candidate. Despite that, when the ballots were 
counted Sanders received four votes for trustee, Sanks two. 

While they had the fewest votes of any of the 11 trustee candidates, they won the 
distinction of being the first black candidates in California history. 

Nearly a quarter century later, Isaac Sanks' son would be the official, but losing, 
Republican nominee for Grass Valley constable, one of the first black candidates 
on a major party ticket in California. 

Ralph E. Shaffer, professor emeritus in history at Cal Poly Pomona 
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The following are clips from Edwin F. Beans 1867 Directory 



Edwin F. Beans 1867 Directory 

I I.~nr~i not Al~et.ehed thE~ lnc.al es~ife~tlCt~t arising fzc>in c~iinrtz c~i~cocerie~, eom-
mencing ~it,li the dlxcorer~~ nn ~ontricby Rid~r~, and cc~ni:inuiiY~ ~n ]nte into'52, 
~chen Pver3• man, rnr►mnn a~td cl~ilc~ {neat fc~~ tl~.c~re «•ere ~~f tl~e two l.~~t) rnsheci 
furionfilp after a fnr~unc~ h~ " tnkin~ up " and recoriiin~ every seam of trhito rock, 
or c~uArt~z ho~ldc~r, visj.Ule nboti•c~ ~rvzind, Ae a lc~tjae, nnc~ l~oi~~l~t stoet~ nnr~ 
Paid n~ee.~mc~nta until everS ?x~ds becs~me~_, j~u~t, ~s t.lie I~iibLlo clir3, ilrst broke; 
nnr of the q~~.rtz apidemic in 1&~5 and '~6, follnwin~ ilie dixcovery iii 
OfiCCn~.'~, nylien every lady ngflin t~-ent end slid ]ik~~rie.~, r~r r~itl~er like-foo3i~h,; 
nor of t.ho mpetit,ioxi ai fiIic~ ~n~~e ald fit~rp, nay in feet, in 18ESfi nn~i 'Ga, become t~ 
"thrico told tale ;" zlc~r c►f they diec~r~r~ on ~oilr»•'~ Itlat, ~2~d tl~c huilriin~ of Nezr= 
ton n, in Se~~teml~er, 1$50; nor of the Great RiP}►1<~ I3n~. r.C1i21llCI; nor of the curious 
uiin~linfi of civil anthorit3~ and Isnch laic in tl~~ hnn~►in~r of the Indian "Collo" 
for liillin~* ~ ~~nn~ man, Zrluu?c~ nnrne is for~ottrn ; nor of the terrible affair at ~3ridge-
part, committed by tt drt~nitc n cro~~d nho trik~d, (Ur eaac#cad the farce ~,f n Lrin.3,) by 
a 1Fnc~ court, and hunk* an innocent man in M~rrT~, 1£~1, nn Pretense flint lis ~~ns 
Knoe~le~, a n~tcci Oregon and C`alif~rniz► harms thief, .end c~nrerz~ing those trho eat. 
ne jurors ~.nd o$iciatecl actively othertiti-ie~:, I Lure Veen told b} one ~~o~svns prese.~nt, 
and after~vurcl. noted. tho facts as thef ocr..nrrn~3, thnt~ not one of them died otiher~vise 
t3~"ran }gip e~iddon anal vfolent dentli, riz : b~ Ghat, or stab, or blud{~ec~~, ~r drowning 
or cholera, ar by fire ; nor of the killing of Cam~hc~Il, key I.uruo; nnr of - the murder 
of~~cobeq, and our midni~t~t rnid, en-7nnsae, l~arec+ and foot, to sarround and ca~tnro 

his mnrd~rete ;nor- of tl,e eco«t, by s c ur humble serrant as J. P., frith a masse com~-
tnt.nA, ~n.d c~Ptnre of 'tVc?mnli and la.ie beautiful l~oy "Lulu.," to hold nehoFlages for 
4 ~.n n~zwnnni~nw nF n..w4n:~+ s».. ~+.Y ..w....n .. /~7. :.. ~+...1~.........s. .~<' +1. ~..., ~..1 .-...........2...(`.,.. a... ~'........L.7..... 
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Edwin F. Beans 1867 Directory 

_.~~ .,.. _.. _.._.. ..~....._..,i., ....~_ .....-~- ,. -...---...._---._.~ _~ _~„-~- ~- ---- -- _. 
richly c]iaTbL'll \~`lYll 517~1)lllti~et~, a»ci in ~nan~r i~lst,uice:+ ~lio~~~in~ ii~ee ,~_.~,'OItI Ill ~Ll~ll)t-

ina gnantiti<<, int,erl:Lce the hi~ll5 iv c~•, erti~ cii~c:ct.ic~n, in no instance ns ~-et leas there 
been established a pn~~inn mine. Indeccl, the ~vorl~ of l~rosl~ectinb iu this vicinitS 

is ozi13~ in its ii~fanc~~, cossistinn ma~tl~~ of 1nr..re prospect shafts—" ~oplzer holes "- 
~,nd abortive tiuiiiel~. In 1b51 tl~e Iiexitucl~~: 1Z.id~•i, lecl e ~rzs strucl~, by Abel, 
Porter ~zid others, and a, l~.r;e amount of e~ceeclingl}'~11CI1 Fi~)BCllllC'll-TOC~~ lyas taken 
out ~riLh coraparati~~el~' 51111,11 C'\I)~lli~itlll•~ oi' lai~or. :L COI1tPfLCt ti~~as made by theiii 
with Colonel ~Vm. F. En~I~~l~ f'ur the erection o~ «~h:~t n=ns called, in those daS~~, ~t 
quartz mill. -This consisted of t~vo lnr~c~-sized Chile mill n~h~els and pa,n, dri~-en 

by ~vnter po«ter, ~~•ith ~, cal,acittiT of retluci~i; ~ibout ~,~vo ~or tzvo niitl a hnl;f toils in 
t~sventy-four hour. Of course, the ai~air proti~ccl a iui]ui•e, anc~ a as disastrous to all 

pnrtie~ concerned. Vot only, lifi~~tion cusuc~cl, ti~~hich stoZ~ped the ~-ork, but Col. 
Ena)ish suss fotuid dead on the road bet«~een the mill and ~1e~i~cla, l.illec~ ley a, 

charge from liis o«•n shot dun, lout ti~~hether accidentally, or intentionally cone by 

his o~vn land, ~~~as never ~~tisf'aetorily ascertained. The ledge ~~as fina11~ jumped 
or relocated in after years, U,y others, znd a sn1:~.11, fi~ur-stamp iuill, r~.ui by water 
power, 1S llOR' erected ~n the premises cud occasio:i~lly makes a fair clean uP on 

assorted roelc fi~ani dais lecl~e. It is noav os~c-ned by G-ree~iU~uil~s and Co. 
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by Charles L. Ho~vc, wUo had 
been a neighbor of Col. English on 
Indian Kcy, an eleven-acre island 
ot2' Kcy ~'Vcst. Ho~vc agreed to give 
Sanks his freedom for 5600, and 
(besides giving him an outfit of 
clotlics bcfurc lie left) pr~scnted leis 
former slave with. a letter of'rccom-
mcndatiun to friends in New York 
along with $250 to pay his passage 
t~ California. It is thus possible 
that Sanks ~vcnt to California via 
Ncw York. 

Anotlicr sour~c says Sanks al-
rcady had bonghtthc freedom of 
his wife Chascy avd licr broth-
crs ~~vith money he earned piloting 
along the coast of Florida before 
tlicy repaid him in kind.` 

Sanks arrived in California on 
January 27, 1853, and went dircct-

Sanks ~eorkcd at other jibs, includ-
ing as a jobber, and janitor for the 

WcUs, Fargo and Company oflicc. 
Sanks was a regular contributor 

to the Pacific Appeul nc~vspaper, 
sending news of Nevada County's 

black residents and beyond, and in 
January 1864 he and his friends sent 
a donation to aid sick and ~t~oundcd 
soldiers of tlic 54t1~ Massacliusctts 
regiment. 

yanks and Chasey had two sons, 
both Uorn in Grass Valley. The first, 
named Jacob, died at tl~e age of six 
on Junc 25, 1362,s probably of a 
childhood illness. Tl~c second son, 
Isaac Thomas Sauks, ~ti~as born in 
1858 and lived until 1908. 

On January 1, 1$69, Isaac 
Sanks vas president of the local 
Emancipation Day celebration licld 

ly to Grass Valley, where his wife at Grass Valley. With the fifth-larg-
and his brothers-iu-la~v were living.' Sanks ~vorkcd as a cst black population in California in 187U (165) "Grass 
miner in Rough and Ready for a time after he arrived, Valley black residents were anxious to participate in the 
and he continued to do so until leis own health and that Cirass Vailcy town election, scheduled for May 2nd."°
of the mines declined. Isaac Sanks and Jacob 5andcrs were the first blacks in 

In 1855 Sanks became the business partner of Joseph California to declare tl~cy were running for oliicc in a lo-
Tl~omas, his brother-in-Ia~v, under the name of Sanks and cal election. Sanders backed out before the election took 
Thomas, and in that same year sutTcrcd a loss of $1,100 place, but since his name was on the ballot he received 
when the town of Grass Valley, burned with a total loss four votes for town trustee. Isaac Sanks only received 
of 250-3UU structures. They rebuilt tltcir ice cream par- two votes for town marshal. 
for and did well for many years until, in 1881 tlicy were Tl~c historic events taking place i❑ t;alifornia must 
burned out again. In addition to the ice crcarn business, hac~c impressed and given hope to Sanks' twelve-year-old 

•on Isaac Thomas T~~~cnt - 

t ,''.:. ~• 

<< .~. ~ ~~. 

i ~qY ~ ~i t.;.•;,;
~. =`~; 

1 ~ ~ ~ E. t 1 ,1, ~ ~~ 

~.. 
• ~ . 1 .. 

The yanks and Thomas ice crrim parlor ~~~as nest fluor to the Cruss Vallcp "Cheater. 
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~ y 
four years later, young Isaac 
ran forthc office of constable 
of Grass Valley Township as 
a Republican. Six months 
after the death of his fa-
thcr on May 8, 1894, Isaac 
't. received 150 votes from 
six Grass Valicy precincts. 

Although lac lost the race, (ic 
lead the distinction of being 
the fi rst black candidate in 
California to run on a major 

party ticket. 

(,'4~tes uppeur on puge b) 



Notes for Isaac Sanks stogy: 

1 Lapp, Rudolph M. Blacks in Gold Rush California., (New Haven and London, 
Yale University Press, 1977. p.270. 

2 Pacific Appeal (San Francisco, CA) Colored Men of California No. VIII. Isaac 
Sanks., Nov. 28, 1863, p.2. California Digital Newspaper Collection. http://cdnc. 
ucr. edu/cgi-bin/cdnc. 

3 The Morning Union (Grass Valley, CA) Passed Away., Death of Isaac Sanks, Sr., 
After a Long Illness. May 9, 1894, p2. Doris Foley Library for Historical Research. 

4 Nevada County Reunion Register. 1878. Searls Library, Nevada City, CA. This 
information confirms the Pacific Appeal interview which said he arrived in the 
winter of 1852-53. 

5 Pacific Appeal. (San Francisco, CA) Died. July 5, 1862, p. 2. 

6 Shaffer, Ralph. The Union (Grass Valley, CA) County had first black candidates 
in state. February 25, 2002. p. A2. 
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Kentucky Ridge Mine: aka Old Slave mine 
100 years ago. ."Miner Charles Bowen is killed and robbed near the Kenkucky Ridge Mine. No 
suspects." The Union, pg. C-7, 12-1-2007 

"K~nyon article-Slave Mine" the Union, pg. 1, 92-10-1939 

'3200 feet oid ditch reopened" The Union, pg. 3, 6-8-1939 

°did Slave Tunnel ore given tests at Selby' The Union, pg. 3, 3-16-1939 

"stuns at Slave Mine disclose profit values" The Union, pg. 4, 8-25-1938 

"Kentucky Ridgs inspected" The Union, pg. 3, 6-16-1938 

''Kentucky Ridge is rneeking ex~eckaiions' The Unian, pg. 4, 5-26-193$ 

"AI Adams to operate old 'Stave Mine' The Unian, pg. 4, 3-31-1938 

"Chatfield to superintend at Kentucky Ridge" 1`he Union, pg. 7, 7-12-1935 

°Stave mine at Kentucky Ridge active" The Union, pg, 3, 5-18-1935 

°Kentucky Ridge Mine to operate" (forrneriy worked by slaves) '('he lJnion, pg. 3, 7-21-1934 

'Pump, engine theft stops m►lling test" The Union, pg. 1, 8-19-1934 

"Opening of slave mine expedited" TI3e Union, pg. 5, 8-10-1934 

°Tkie Oakman company 17as purchased the 10-stamp mail formerly operated at the Kontucky 
Ridge mfne, and expects to have it in commission early in January The (Jakman is situated four 
mites aUflve Washington and is owned by Massaci7uselts people. The 1200 ft. alit recently 
intersected a vein of freo-milling ore at ~ depth of about 600 ft. Thy Cein is 6 it. wide and assays 
about $8 per fo~7. Frank Dilon is manager of the mine." h4inine~ &Scientific Press, pg. G3~1, 11-11-
~911 

"/~ lower iu~~nel is being driven ak thz Kentucky Fridge mine and is in about fi 5 ft ft is expected ko 
intersect the lade at considerable depth belay the oid workings." Mining f~ Srienfific Press, ~~t~ 
X168, d-3 ~ 909 

Nevada C~~uniy Mining ~ 13usu~ess Directory by 1'oingd~sfrr, 18 5, p~~ge 16f3 (Rough ~ Re~dy~ 
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[ARTICLE] 
...::,; 

~~11t11~utXrC~~#x0~~~. 

Fur tho Nuciftc A1►;~e~l. 

I►i~e. I~~niroR—IndiRpuHitit~n c:~u~c~l n,c to 
etic~~~en~i ~~vtiile my skctcl~c:s of "(.'~lu~•E~d 
'lieu of Uulifur~~iu," a~►d l,elieviug a trip iu 
the country wuul~i iced to recu~er:►le t»y 
~,hy~ical ~►uwcr~, fur twc~ me>i~tiie, t~~itli ~t~,fF 
in hand, a~~ci ku.~p~ack on my buck, 1 Love 
becu n «~~~nd~~rer ~~'er the luud. 

Ilurino my }~erc~~rii~utic~na, I sa~v (in-
eog) many ~~~liu ure re~~ree~»ic~ti~•e mcn ; 
wl~u would shine iii nz~y cun~ini~~,i1y, ~l~d 
ui~ticr dii~ereiit and niure Si~~•oral~ic cil~c~um-
e~ts~ucc~N, in which tk~cy w~,~ild t,u~~~ 1►.id thy, 
uci~•~i»tt►~c of cnitut•c and educuti~~ry—they 
woiil~l liuvc c:mblaiuiled their n~iir~~~~ o1i ttic~ 
~u~er~ uf' histury, ~tu~i achie~~ed fur tl~etr~-
~elv~~~ fume uiici fortune. Such a u»e is 
tli~ suUject of ttiQ' i"ulluwi~ib 1►ri~f liilt~ ini-
perf'~~t ue,tice ~vitli w1~um I will recun~incucu 
tray sketchc~a uf---

CO.LURED MEN OF C~.LIFQRNIA. 
:r'0. 1"III, 

Isaac Sanks. 
It i~ tyat al~~ac a~nun~ mere ~f ~cici~tirc 

attuininc~rtr~, the lcili•t~ed ui~t~ clu~~uijut tlia.t 
we fi„ci. fittiu~ re~~re~etltative~ cif' tl,e ~•c~i•th 
anci iiUility of cur race. '1'ii~rc s~rc ~liE~r~ in 
tlic liurn~lc walks of lit'c, wt~c~ arc Rc~cluded 
from thc~ public ;~*az<~, cif rt~tired l~ul}its, 
:,r,d avci•~c to n~~t,~ricty, «~l~c> claim ►io 

hi~;lic~r diatiuctit~i~ khan tl►ut ~t~liic}i ~~c.~rtuir~s 
tc> Uc.~it~;,; liuu~~~t ttiet~ itiid ~~~ocl citi~c~iiH, flit. 
~~~lio well cle~crv~ tc~ h:~ve tl~~~ir nun~e~ re-



i~l- i~~i~cl, iii \rti+> ~'~,rk, ~;•a~•e hi~~i ~;2.iU Ol) t~ 
~i.1S' (115 E~;~y~;i~;r~ to tlii~ cuuutry. 

lic arri~•~~l i~, (,';~1i~1)iiliil ill tlic ~~~intc~r ~f 
l~;>~? :3, :iuci i~nmi.ciiutely ~►ruct~cd~~ci to 
Uru:;y ~'all~~~~, ~rli~~re Uul. ~:n~libL rE~~:i~ied, 
auc~ «•}►~i•c .1[r. tiuukH t►iici h~~ f~imil~• htt~'o 
s~iic~ lied, li~ut~r~d ut~:l rt~~l~~~lu~i t~v tli~ 

Iii fist uccu~~uti~.►Tl ~~~i~~ tt~iiiin~;, H~hicl~ 
lic I>>trdued fui' ht'1•crul vc.~rR .vitl~ ~•:sri~~d 
~ticc~us, u~atil fz~ilit~6r l~cultl~, an►.I tl~e dc~~~re-
cint.io~i oC mining c„~iuiK iii that si~cti~►u, 

inauci,'(~ I11Ill to Kc~f~k c,tl~~~r ~~►7~p1~►~=meut. 

IIc is nc~~v tic ~~u~~ra) ,jubl~cr t'„r Grass 
Y~IIc~Y~ ~C►~~lyin~; him~cif' t~~ f:irrnin~►~, ~;~~r_ 
dLt~i»~;, clri~~~in}r, etc, ire fact, lie ire tl~c~ 
inuat ~is:~fui rnaii iu tu~v~n. Ifc iH nc►t~~~i f~~i• 
hin Ki~t'liu~r l~~~neaty :~n~i iiuvi~t•~~i~~s.; ti'ULII. 

Ibis word is ~~eve~• d~>ut,t~rci. if' I~~~ac ~ -
se~rty ur cc~ntc~idict~ anythit~K it iH u~~.(cs~ 

` f'or anybt~dy cle~c to satin zitt~itt ~~ainHt it. 
Iltfl BCII()IIi.~LiC IiC(~Ult'l'![ll'llt itPl! ~L'W-~~:lvt~s 

are »e~ cr r~c~~~t to L~~ll~~ge. Iie c::~u l,z~rcly 
read cued ~vritc, witt► e~ su!~rriiciul kii~~~vl.ed~;~~ 
t~f the miner rules cif aritii~nutic, :;lluf ~vhicli 
tic I~s~x acquired since hip as•rivul at, }'ears „!' 
rn~uli~~ca~i; taut hc~ E~ussexsc~ n r~trc,u~; initjd, 

r CGt('1ltlY(: memc~ry~ 6C1ll11{~ ~Illi~*glt'Ilr~ nud n 
natucu! apt.ituciu fur culc;ulutaic~. 'I'h~~He 
yiiulitie:e-alrn~»t l~alunCe~ tl~e~ dclicioricics c►!" , 
}ris educ~a~ti~~t~. I~I~ ciee:piy rc~~ret~, }i<~w-' 

; ever, that deiiei~~ucy, a~ he is i~w~.rc it lea 
send hip uH~°fuli~eNa, i~~►d ndd~ t~~ ti c rna,ny 
di~~~.l~ilities under wliicli lie lai.~urs. 

ht r. ~iu~►k~ i~ a a~uticic~ntit>u~ Lliri~t.i~n, 
': ui~ci a~un~ful and in[liacutiul turm~4~r of thy• 
A. 11i, E, Ll►urch. IIc: i~ sin c~al~+~rtrr, a.ucl 

i Lis ~~r,iyerw uiicl c,xhc►rtutic►nK arc fc,~i•~•~rit, 
ar►d ut titnce c~ic~gttt~nt—.11wc~y~ cl+,thcd i~~ 
chaste .~T~d ~ppec►pri.~t~ I.~u~;n~i~;r. leis 
co~nplexiuu i~ put~e duck, l~►i9 fentnren 
eh.trp, rc~rul~~r and ~v~tll dufi~~c~cl : lire iK {~f 
m~~~~iuin h~~i~rht I~iu frnmj~ ~vi~ll-knit. litlic. 



su~~E,lc an~i wiry, ~l~nutii>~; r;trcii~.;tli, at~tiv-
ity a►~~i in~i~cular p~~~5'~~r. Ilis I'lirunult,ni-
cal cl~ti•UI~.,I~m~~t~t:~ cri►ic~c+ v~~t~rr:►ti~~n, c~>>>-
sciciitiuusiic~~s, ntoinury an~3 love c>F linrn~~, 
~v~'ith lilt little id~t~lit~~. ]fiN Illllill;►1 a.u~l 
intc:ll~~rtti:il E~rupc:nHiiierc :arc itl~c~ctt c~~uull~~ 
Lal~~ncea, zind nre l~nt~i c~►utrullecl ley ;t full 
de~•el~~~mnttt cif' IiiH ri► ►rt~l f'~~ci~lti~K. 

I►tr. ~iitl{{13 iN llt.)\V I~et~veeu f'~.~rt~~-five nn~i 
fifty ye; rs ~3f s~nc~, cif i~crc'i)l13 Y temj~cru-
Tnetit .i~~cl hcaltl~y, k►ut n~~t r~,;►uHt~<~r~n~titu-

t,iut~. '1'1ic family ore trnl,y patri~~tit,—lie 
]ia~ two uc~~hewn, e~~us aF J~»~~~~ti '1'l~nrn:ih, 

i li~-. .~II<'. ~jI111111 ucmy, auc.i if Cc►nil~:u~,y :1 
Culurc.~~l t~aiif'urc~iu Vulantccrshaci li.~vc l~ec~ii 
ac~eptcd, eitlicr l~r. 5auks ur I11r. '1'liu~nah 
wc~ul~l h~ivr. jain~d them. He l~:~y accninu-
Itited s~~rne wc~alih, ~nflicic~nt ~>erhnp~ fur 
his r~iuelcrruto cie~sirc~~, l,ut rive iib ►ui~ch ud 
Lia ft•ict~d~ would wish, tr~►r c►~c~u~;•t► t~~ ex-
CItL t~iQ C'Il V~' O~ (1iS rUL'8~ 1~ ~iC 11;~N Silly, 

which 1 much d+~uUt. 
. ._ Mr,..S:~nk~ _.i~ Agent of tl~e PAc~rtc Ar-
t~~,►t. iri firaH+~ 1rs~lley, nri~l liie ~liurt., pit.l~,y, 
terK~ ~►nd c~~i~rarr~tnatic:+l rntninuiiic~iLi~~uK, 

~ in whic;l~ he notes pn~sin~; crvc,~~~t~ would 
do crc~dit to a profc~eio~iul I~ttrr-writer. 

C. 
SAN FIiA`CT~UO, NUV. ~t~~ ~~63. 

. • .-- -

~~or tino r~~~nC Appenl. 
;; .. _ ., Literary Grimes. 

Tlie curciiuu! sing kn~~K►ii a~n~~nfi literary 
j anal e~iu~~~tc.~d min nrc: plu~;i,irism find 

t\ intcrF,ul~ttii~n. 1 hey are ti<►t rec~~gi~izcd 
s►t c~~~uni~~t~ l;~w us ci•imc.~s : they (Itl ilt)t rc~u-

dc~r th~~ rc~rpctrcit~,r iucli~;t~►i►I<< t'c~r libel un- 
der uny ~tututs~r~~ code, t~ef~• clu they runic 

i uucl~r the ~,~crucrul t~~rrti '' ~l:ind~r," 1~ut th~.~y 
Mri, rneancr tin~l ~t►ur~~ d~~K~~icul►l~; tlinn c~iGh~~r. 

~ T.~ry are crimr..~ ti~;uin~t tf~e hi~li~~st; ru•t of 
i litcr~iture, nti~~ he wliu iN ~~iilty ref tlfe cc~m- 
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