RECEIVED

MAY 2 § 2021

NEVADA COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Nevada County Board of Supervisors
950 Maidu Avenue
Nevada City, Ca 95959

May 23, 2021
Honorable Chairman and Board members:

At the May 21, 2021 meeting of the Nevada
County Historical Landmarks Commission, a
motion was passed to approve the application for
registration of the North San Juan Protestant
Cemetery, in North San Juan, Ca., as a Nevada
County Historical Landmark.

Under the care of the Nevada County Cemetery
District, this unusually large and beautiful
cemetery has served as a place of internment since
1851. It holds the remains of hundreds of
individuals with many life stories related to the
Gold Rush. Since the cemetery lies next to
Highway 49, its easy access makes it a choice for



visitation by Nevada County residents and visitors,
alike. Its unusual size, with numerous headstones
in place, makes it particularly interesting.

The cemetery site will be added to the interactive
map on line. The map locates each historic site
and provides photos and information.

Attached are the required historic and legal
documents necessary for marking. We further
request, as part of the approval process, that the
Board of Supervisors forward it to the Assessor’s
office for recording.

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to call
me at 530-273-0502. Thank you in advance for
your consideration of this request.

Respectfully submitted,
gﬂj/ W% ALl - O

Elinor Barnes, Commissioner
Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission



County of Nevada
State of California

Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission
Application for Registration of Historical Landmark

Name of proposed landmark _ North San Juan Protestant Cemetery

Location 27994 Cemetery Alley / at State Highway 49

North San Juan, Ca 95960

Name of applicant_Nevada Cemetery District

Address 10523 Willow Valley Rd, Nevada City, CA 95959

Home or work phone_(530) 265-3461 _ cell phone

Name and address of owner upon whose property proposed landmark

Is located if owner Is not applicant

| authorize the placing of a plaque or marker on site.

%‘ 4 g‘ﬂ)é% 4 y PV ik 24
/_(

Property owner’s signature Date

2014 rev.



Brief history and description of proposed landmark

(attach additional sheets as necessary)

Founded in 1851 as a Protestant cemetery, this is the largest property within the District
with the most burials.

See attached.

Historically significant aspects or properties of proposed landmark

The cemetery is an almost complete representation of Christian grave symbolism at
the time.

See attached.

How will the landmark be protected and maintained?
The cemetery is fenced and gated. The drive through gates are locked when we are
not there. The walk-through gates are open to foot traffic every day. We usually are
at the cemetery at leastone day a week unless we have a service or are doing a
maintenance project. Local neighbors are quick to report anything unusual as well.

Bibliography. Cite or attach available books, records, articles or other
materials pertaining to the proposed landmark.
Books and articles:

Cemeteries of the Western Sierra by Christopher A Ward 2016
Newspapers.com
GenealogyBank.com

See attached.

2014 rev.



Historical or civil records: (e.g., ownership, assessments etc.)
Gravesite location map

See attached

Other: (e.g. photographs, prints or drawings. Please list and attach

separately)
Maps
Photographs

See attached

NS f 572/

Appligant's signature”’ Date

This completed form and all related documents shall be sent to the:

Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission
Attention: Chairman
P. O. Box 1014, Nevada City, Cal. 95959

Attachments and related documents may be submitted in electronic format.

2014 rev.



NORTH SAN JUAN PROTESTANT CEMETERY

HISTORY: Founded in 1851 as a Protestant cemetery. Largest property
within the District with the most burials. Was adjacent to the route of the world’s
first long distant pole line.

Sen Get (aka Ah Get, aka “Smiley”) was 14 when gold was discovered in
California. He likely came to the area as part of an early Chinese trading company.
For nearly 40 yearshe worked in the hotels of North San Juan and Cherokee. He
resided in NSJ’s Chinatown and was the last local knowledgeable in Chinese
funerary customs, as burial practice he voluntarily provided for his countrymen.
He sent many of them back to their native land after they had passed. In 1933 he
died at the age of 98. Due to the Chinese Exclusion act of 1882, the Chinese were
not allowed to be buried in Christian cemeteries, but given his status and
generosity with the townspeople, he was given burial in the cemetery. The only
known Chinese National in the cemetery to this day.

The most talked about grave site is a stone that reads “William Bonney age
19”. Although it is not the same William Bonney known to many in the West as
Billy the Kid, we are asked about it often.

OF NOTE: In 2016 an Eagle Scout chose this cemetery as a project to
complete his rank. Jonathan Beck surveyed and mapped the entire cemetery.
Before that point, NCD had no known map of the plots. We only had an inventory
of what we were able to write down from the headstones. This map has been
added to our files and helps greatly in our efforts to assist the public looking for
specific graves.
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Monique E Kokke, “Umted States Public Records, 1 970_2009..
Driving through the town of North San Juan on mgrrway
pass the Post Office and pass Oak Tree Lane. Drive straught for a 1/4 mile,
then on the right there will be a paved driveway that leads to the cemetery.

Enlering Narlh San Juan Town, take either the first
right }eit into the cemetery or lake

O, - the nest fig alter ogi?l” MR @ Hetery X
i, Alley siraight into the cemetery.

North Columl
Schoof Hous

. 1
Sweellang Comelery
apen Coemelery
bt 1852 Turn laeft on Fleasant Valtey Road.
Go straight for 1/2 mile then turn

right on Sweetiand Road, go straight

for 1749 mile Turn right on Cemetery
Road drive stratght to the cemetery

First Telegraph Line i
West of the MISSJSSIppl I I
\ﬁFrench Corral

e | Pleasant Vlly foad

open Cemelery
Est 1855 :
<3

=

Drive West on Pleasant Valley Road off of Hwy 49.
Passing the Historical Telegraph Station Building on the right,
Pleasant Valley Road turn a hard left. Continue straight for a

quarter of a mile, turn right on the first drive and proceed straight

straight back to the cametery.
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South Yuba
California State Park
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Nevada City

ﬁs‘terical Wooden B}idge
At Bridgeport
French Corral Cemetery
North San Juan Catholic Cemete
North Saii Juan Protestant Cemet
“Ar-2da Con I/, » \Aatns Sweetland Cemetery
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SOURCES

Cemeteries of the Western Sierra
by Christopher A Ward 2016
Historic North San Juan Protestant Cemetery
by Christopher A Ward
Newspapers.com
GenealogyBank.com
U C Davis Library
Nevada County Historical Society

Searls Library



“Burial sites and cemeteries reflect the
cultural values and practices of the past. HISTORIC

They help us understand who we are and NORTH SAN JUAN Geone but Not Forgetten
were as a society and where we have come ) i .
from” —Dept. of Parks and Recreation PROTESTANT CEMETERY The 1852 el fi Chinese living in

Go Walk, Today!
Then go Check Thesc Out:

www ncfol.org/doris-foley-library-for-

historical-research
www.nevadacountyhistory.org

www.nevadacemeterydistrict.com

EST. 1850 Nevada Coui ! mstituted 22%

(Accarfing to the Nevadu Cemeters Dissrict)

A CLOSER LOOK

Iiaking them
5
b niimng.

el il'n" noven 1 Al Gen
ot o Smilive s celorful,
coul phar faef o ke e

evrrione, Noeth Ban [l oo 14 veers
o) awhn ol o LR N (Telvegia.
Hr- mayhave L Sians and thén
Calilornig i annvned  Chinese
Company 1.1 ngksd lor the
National jI . v Byirs.
James Gl I 5T Juan's

Chanat
generous w

SmoYer was a

lus attention to the
Chinese funeral ¢ 7 me » ell known and he
attended to the Chinese funeral-rights until he
was indeed the last one knowledgeable of the
process. Sin Yet, died October 17", 1933 at the
age of 98 years. He was buried October 20%
and was the only Chinese nationa) to be buried
there (at that time). A fading mural, featuring
Smiley can still be seen on the northern wall of
the old Wells Fargo & Company brick building in
downtown North San Juan (built in 1854 and still
in use).

Pictured above: Sin Yet, better known as Smiley ca 1900

Poingdesire Mining Dirtory 1895

Known to have been buried in North San
Juan Protestant Cemetery: Ah Get a.k.a Sin
Yet a.k.a Smiley, Han Yet, Gin Yet, Eye Yep. (Al
cxcept Smiley were repatriated to China)

UKicnnp 1x tx Disoiss,’
June 22, 1854,

[ Also, Check Out:

Cemeteries of the Western
Sierra

By Christopher Ward

-

Available throughout
Nevada County and online.
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Searls Library Collection

Sin Get aka Smiley
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NORTH SAN JUAN PROTESTANT CEMETERY - Newspape...

Newspapers

.com
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; Try 7 Days Free

NORTH SAN JUAN PROTESTANT CEMETERY

Thurhy, Jamer 26, 207

FOUNDED M 1864 TO PRESERVE THE UNSON ... ONE AND INSEPARS
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Tem Opp Prirows or Noxrs Sas Juaw.—
‘We bave herotofore proclaimed.the fact thas
4;l.!u 0Odd Fellows of this plsce wers making
| preparatieas to oplebrats oo Thursday the
'| 26th, the Forty sevent: sanivessary of the
establishrgens ‘¢f their benevelent Urder In
Amaerica, $he celeleation: 0 comniat of can
emonies dedicatory of their new hall axd of
.| theie cemetery, an oration, dioner and ball.
A faw pariiculsrs in this tion will
' | prove Jateresting. (S TR T
| Sasm Juan Lodge No. 6%, 1. 0. 0. F., was
'| orgunised Januacy 22d, 1837, with but sev- |-
'.| em members, of whom ealy two remuln coxn- | ;
nected with the Lodge. The total mumber
eurviled ou the Mot of membdere since that
time is sisty-ning, the proseat membarship
being fifty sis. The dues for each member

b b sl dollare por ammum. The
'| tetal facome of the Lodge, from degree fres
‘| and dues, to dats, has bees $4,000, of which
sum $1,112 was eapended for beneiits to the
*| sick and burial of the dead, besides a large

4 obiained by Vol 7 -

from b Thres desibs heve 4
in the history of the Ledge. The smaunt
sapeaded for the education of children of
decensed members is $132 26—making the
entire appropriation for charitable purposes
$1,244 5. i

In July last the necessity of adopting some
menans to rid the Lodge of the heavy burden
of rent, aud le get & more convenient room
for Lodge purposes, cunsed the appointmant
of & eommittee to which was assigasd the
*| duty of enquiring into the expediency and
' | practicability of erectiog « Hall. In accerd-
ance with the repert of thii commiltes, 3
‘| joint stack assecistion was formed for the
purpase of buildisg o twe-story, fire-pracf
brick hall) ea Main atreet. The waerk wae
immediately undertaken, and has besn some
time completed. The new Hall is twenty-
'| five foot wido, Tunning back towards Cher-
'| okes streat Sfty-tiz feet, and the upper story
is fnithed and furnished witha idersble
degree of elrgance, and is oceupisd by the
0da Fellows, Masens and Sona of Temper-
aacwe, the Jower story being reated as = store.
The cost of the building and farniturs was
$5,288, and it renis for & fair interest on
this amount. We sbould aot omit to men-
tion bere, that the building was erected on
contract by Mr. D. Swain, who has put up
several otber fire-proof houses in town and
has the contract for Mr, Green's new edifice,
on tha corner of Main and Flume streets.

Under the suspices of the Lodge a large
lot has boem emclosed im the public grave
yard, a» s private cemetery, planted with
,| bushss snd trees and sown with grass seed.
It in already consecrated as the last resting |
place of two brothers—Johnston and Spen-
cer, above tha remains of the former of
whem rises & marble memorial.

Having accomplished so much for the
good ef their fellows, the members of Ssa
Joan Lodge are entitled to much credit, and
to all the enjoyment they asnticipate from
their comiog celebration. There will be a
big.gathering of the fraternity on that oecs-
sion, aod- thers will also be smple accom-
modation and hospitable treatment for all
who come. o .
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News 'S The Morning Union (Grass Valley, California) - 24 Apr 1907, Wed - Page 6
by <plancestry Printed on Apr 27, 2021

I Dan Morrison ie busy 1th a {our-
| horse team hauling curbing anda cop-
inegs fronmy the quarrv on the Bowen
i ranch in Pleacant Valley to North San
Juan. The stone is intended for the
neautifying of the burial Ilot in tle
North San Juan cemetery owned by
Darn Cochran of Cherokee. It is a
| regular grained blue granite which al-
i s0 makes handsome monuments.
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News S Ferndale Enterprise (Ferndale, California) - 3 Jun 1921, Fri - Page 6
hr <plancestry’ Printed on May 9, 2021

' The funeral of James Northcutt, held :
{ in San Juan, Nevada county recently, ;
was characterized by an old English |
custom, which had been requested by

the aged man before his death. Im-
stead of the employment of a hearse
the coffin was carried by hand a dis-
tance of half a mile from the house to

the grave in the family plot in the
North San Juan cemetery. |
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The Morning Union (Grass Valley, California) - 15 Dec 1921, Thu -
Printed on May 9, 2021
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Page 5
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L years of her life. The publice schools
at North San Jonan and Sweetland |

Cowoere flown at half mast out of re-
' #nect for the beloved woman. Large

Coup and down the Rtidge followed the

oMeCulloueh, Chacles AMaddreill, Henry
1 Bucking, Walter Waiker, John Hoge

= = =
IL-‘ Tt £

Great Respect Shown
at Ploneer s Funeral

. The huu-r:xl of  the late ‘Mrs. |
Resina Weinman of Sebastopol  on
Monday afternoon was the oceasion |
for mourning along the North San}
Juan Ridege, where she had spent sixty

owere cloesed for the funeral and flags

 nwnbers of sorrowing friends from
tem:ins (o their last resting place in

following were pall hearers: Js o

erse oand nest cColline,

the North San Joan cemetery, The |

g |
I

|
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NeWS = The Morning Union (Grass Valley, California) - 1
b <plancestry

6 May 1922, Tue - Page 4
Printed on May 12, 2021

;ﬁ 3 *MMSanJuan

Lloyd w Jennim :fbseph li‘

| Sfenger, Charles Mps and William®
Davey went to &n Juan Sunday and
| did some work in.cleanjng out the
| Masonic cemetery at that place. The
wvnmople of San.Juan have dcne

and Nevada L.odge of Masons is going

J

[

considerable work on the cemetery, ' ,_

|-’ to assist by putting the Masonic cem- !

{ etery in shape.

On Sunday the local members who
went over put in a good portion: ct
| the day in grubbing out the mass of’

scotch broom which has overrun the

,cemetery lot.  Another trip will be 1

,made when this work will be complet -
jed and the lodge will also have the

fence around the cemetery put in or-
1 det again.

" The S8an Juan people have made }

| good progress in their cleanup work.

; and the town presents a very attract-|

' ive appearancé. San Juan is omnie of the
mottiest towns on the ridge and the
resrdents are justly proud of it.
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News The Morning Union (Grass Valley, California) - 6 Jan 1935, Sun - Page 2

.com

by <plancestry’
Printed on May 9, 2021
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“Sunny Boy”” 15 Laid |
to Rest in Cemetery | !
& at North San Juan

@ quﬁ‘be Wete funeral| |

I I . -

| (George Bretton McQuinn, three
-, year old son of Mr. and Mrs. George
ir | McQuinn of that place. The bereaved
e father and mother and five little
I{1' brothers and sisters gathered about
' the small white casket containing the
;r-i Lody of the little hoy, who because| |
. | of his happy disposition was known IJ
Lt to everyone as “Sonny Boy.” 0
- His death was duc to pneumoniafj
caused it is believed. vy the fact that |y
it the little youngster had not sufficient ' ¢
i. warm clothes to ward off the cold|y
[\1: that preceded the fatal malady. The
o' futher is a SERA worker. ]
Rev. H. H. Buckner of the Meth- ‘§|
ndist Church officiated and his ser-| g
mon and rcading from the “Book of ‘
' Law"” brought comfort not only to the

1
| ! sorrowing family but to the friends N
|- who mourned with htem. '|:
_' A choir consisting of Mr. and Mrs. l.

! Frank Harris, Mrs. S. H. Jones and
J. Hare with Miss Evelyn Jones as| §
!I accompanist sang. I
| Tour small boys ecarried the little| |
1 casket to the grave in the North San
Juan cemetery. They were: Leland| |
Shaffer, Jack Kessler, DMax Young ‘j
and Warren Aldridge.

The funeral arrangements were in
i charge of the Holmes Funeral Hom? |
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Nevada County Parcel Report

Parcel APN:

060-092-002-000

27994 CEMETERY ALLEY

|8
6%
= Land Value: $0
&
A Improvement Value: $0
f- Acreage: 3.01
% Zoning: P-RC
B General Plan: PUB
= s.‘.il"'-’-"‘\
o CIBE2.T Fire District: North San Juan
gan V¢ 4% ree . Road
OF Elementary Sch. Dist: Twin Ridges
. Water District:
Stotler 4,
Nue Nevada Irrigation Dist:
~ Road
Old — poag K - Public Utility:
. Park District. OAK TREE COMMUNITY PARK
(=
Service Area:
Snow Load: 34
Wind Exposure: C
Climate Zone: 11
Elevation: 2152
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