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seni omoment@gmail.com

From: Bernard Zimmerman <bemiezimmerman®@me.com>
Sent: Friday, May 21, 2021 6:26 PM

To: Martini Jerry

Subject: From Comstock’s pioneers

BENJAMIN F. TAYLOR (1826-1913) ([DEM)

1826—Born in Kentucky or lllinois.

1834~—Family moved to Missouri.

1849~Crossed plains to Calif. with 24 other men, including Dr. Saunders and Capt. Broughton,

Sept 22, 1845~ Arrived at Grass Valley and built a cabin on Badger Hill.

Nov 16, 1850—~Was a trader at Nevada City who lived with Richard Oglesby, Henry Shepherd and Henry Prather, —
Mined and raised stock at Buena Vista Ranch, south of Nevada City on the road to lllinoistown. Made three trips across
plains, twice with livestock.

Nov 4, 1856 Election judge at Buena Vista precinct, Nevada County.

1856—Married Esther E. Huling (b. 1838 in indiana).

ca 1860-Son Frank born.

June 13, 1863 —Elected delegate to Democratic county conv. July 9, 1863 —Bought Foster K. Smith’s interest in Chalk
Bluff village, Nevada County, and sawmill for $813.55.

ca 1864 —Son Frederick born,

1864 or 1866—Built a house in Grass Valley at 652 Linden St., that had mortised and dovetailed timbers.

May 6, 1869—Daughter Mary Jane born.

1870—Part owner of the Grass Valley to Colfax toll road.

Lived at Grass Valley with wife, 3 children, and William Huling, age 21.

—Daughter born.

1880—Lived with wife at Grass Valley. Was a farmer; owned house in Grass Valley and 300 acres of land at Buena Vista
Ranch, Had 2 sons and 3 daughters, Principal owner of the Grass Valley to Colfax toll road 1897—Daughter Mary Jane
married Charles Herbert Barker, son of Charles Barker.

1901 —When wife Esther died, Mary Jane and C. H. Barker moved in to take care of Ben.

June 3, 1907 —Attended old pioneers reunion at Grass Valley. 1911—Member of Grass Valley Pioneer Club.
1912—Interviewed at Grass Valley by Thomas Dykes Beasley author of A Tramp Through the Bret Harte Country.

Dec 1913—Died at Grass Valley.

Bernie Zimmerman
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Lest We Forget Ben Taylor

by Pat Jones

Who was Bea Taylor? What
did he do to rate having a road in
Colfax named for him?

Benjamin Franklin Taylor
was born in Loulsville, Ken-
tucky in 1826. He came wes! with
a party of Mexican War vet-
erans headed by the Broughton
brothers. They left Bethany,
Missourl on May 9, 1849 and
arrived in Grass Valley on
September 21, 1849,

Taylor soon developed a
preference for farming and
horse breeding, rather than
mining. He settled southeast of
Grass Valley in the present
Peardale area. The ranch was
called Buena Vista, after a
famous battie in the Mexican
War. Peardale voting precincts
still bear the Buena Vista name.

He married Esther E. Hul-
ing on December 10, 1856, In 1866
they built the house that sull
stands at 652 Linden Avenue in

Grass Vallev and is easily

recognizable from its picture in
Thompson and West's “History
of Nevada County ", published in
1850,

But Tavior was besl known for
his road-building venture - the
Grass Valley and 1lnoistown
Turnpike. His were the
Coleman brothers (Grass Valiey
mine owners) Gerry Morgan
and J.H. Neff of Colfax (Calif-
ornia's LA, Governor in 1898).

The road was completed in
1865 at a cost of $80.000. I
followed approximately the
route of Dog Bar Read. The
crossing on Bear River is still
known as Taylor's Crossing.
Taylor eventually sold his in-
terest in Buena Vista Ranch and
purchased property adjacent to
the crossing.

An article from the Jupe 10,

1965 Placer Herald aescnibes a
trip over the toll road:

“With a good team the
writer of this left Grass Vailey
vesterday morning at 5 o<clock
accompanied by Benjamin Tay-
lor of this place o go to Auburn
over the Grass Valley and
nhnmslwm Turnpike, which is

and ready for
the traveling public, This road
commences on Auburn Street,
passes by Paine’s, Wheelers,
and Dr. Sheet's ranches and
crosses Bear River intersecting
the road from Auburn 1o Dutch
Filat.

“Taking the Auburn branch
of the road, five miles brings
vou to the depol of the Central
Pacific Railroad at Clipper Gap
and traveling six or eight miles
further you reach the beautiful
little town of Auburn.

“It is really a pleasure Lo
travel over such an excellent
road. The grades are light - no
place exceeding 10 inches to the
rod - water is abundant and is
furnished from tanks which are
supplied from excellent springs
through wooden pipes. There s
no dust and the road is shaded
by trees with heavy foliage a
great portion of the way.

“Ten miles this side of
Auburn we came to Lisbon (now
Applegate) the premises of our
bachelor friend. George W,
Applegate. The sight of his
ranch alene is warth a trip 1o
Auburn. He has been engaged
for & number of years in
growing grapes and in wine
making and has succeeded in
both. He now has 30,000 Los
Angeles vines in his vineyard
and during the past season he
made about six thousand gallons
of as good wine as we have ever
sampled, which s sobd readily
on the premises.

“After repested tlests of
George's wines we  left for
Auburn with several bottles
stowed away in the buggy 1o be
used at leisure. After a short
drive we puilled up at Auburn
Station, one mile from the lown,
where we lingered but a short
time, our stomaches admonish
us of hunger.

“'On entering Auburn one is
much pleased il seeing $o many
neat and comfortable houses
surrounded by beautiful and
tastefully laid out gardens and
wilks, with every conceivabie
variély of flowers.

‘At Auburn we booked &t the
American Hotel. kept by S.G.
Morris..... The business houses
we found closed in obedience to
the proclamation of Gov. Law,
calling on all to suspend bus-
iness and indulge in humillation
and prayer. We saw no one at
prayer in Auburn but we felt
greatly humiliated from the
effects of a too free indulgence
in a sumptuous dinner. We
called on the proprietor of the
herald, whom we found well and
hearty, and judging from ap-
pearances, doing well in battling
for the cause of democracy, the
cometitution and the Union,

“We left Auburn at 2 p.m.
for Grass Valley, coming by the
old road. This was good in
places, but from Cottage Hill to
the Globe Ranch it was very
bad, and we are at a loss to know
how heavy leams can gel over
that portion. This road to
Auburn may be shorter than to
go by theTumpcke but it is now
near as good....

The only pu! of Ben's old
turnpike that still bears his
name is the portion from the
intersection above the Colfax
Youth Center, past Colfax High

School to the Bear River.

LS
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Colfax roadway has historical identity crisis

HUNTING FOR HISTORY
Nancy Hagman, Colfax Record Correspondent

When London burned down in 1666, renowned
architect Christopher Wren had a famously wonderful
idea to rebulld In an organized and aesthetic manner.
Nevertheless, while the dity leaders haggled over the
plan, the people rebuilt the community on the original
cow-and-cart paths. The result: one of the hardest
cities in the world to navigate.

How this relates to Colfax goes a long way in
Calfiornia State Archives/Courtesy to Colfax Record  €xplaining some of the odd intersections and naming
Frieda Kramm and son Alfred ride in a buggy on what was originally patterns. Like water running downhill, we tend to
calied Ben Taylor's Road, Teken May 11, 1913, about halfway fol!ow the path of least resistance. Our winding
between Colfax and Grass Valley, foothil roads are an integral part of what makes up
our beloved rural environment; however, it often

teads to confusion.

The best example Is found just west of downtown. There, five roads come together, each with a different name, and could
easily be called "Five Corners.” The road configuration it especially tough for nearby residents when the 911 dispatcher asks,
“What's the nearest cross street?”

One route alone has a bit of an identity crisis. Originally, it was the single track for pack mules that lead from [llincistown to
Grass Valiey. In 1863, Benjamin F. Taylor of Nevada County partnered with Coifax entrepreneur Jacob Neff, Nevada County
Recorder Gerry Morgan and mine owners and brothers, John and Edward Coleman. In anticipation of the amival of the
transcontinental route through Colfax, this group received a patent to build a toll road connecting Grass Valley to the new rail
line. The new bridge across the Bear River became Taylor’s Crossing and the road, Ben Taylor's Road.

The road was completed in spring 1865, a few months ahead of the first steam engine’s arrival. On June 10 of that year, the
Placer Herald reported: *It Is really a pleasure to travel over such an excellent road. The grades are light — no place exceeding
ten inches to the rod (an old surveyor’s term signifying a linear measure of 16.5 feet) — water is abundant and is furnished from
tanks which are supplied from excellent springs through wooded pipes. There is no dust and the road is shaded by trees with

heavy foliage a great portion of the way.”

In Colfax, the road ran east to west. It ended at the track on CPRR’s plat and so that town portion was named Grass Valley
Street, since that's where it Jed. Auburn Street ran on the east side of the track from Depot Street, the main track crossing. The
intersection of Front (now Main) and Grass Valley streets became and still is the official geographic center of Colfax.

in 1869, the Rising Sun gold mining operations along the Bear River began in eamest and may not have become a factor in this
name game, except for a damaging flood in 1880. The Taylor Crossing bridge was washed out, never to be replaced. Over the
next few decades, the road west was unofficially transformed by locals to the Rising Sun Mine road.

From the tumoff to the mine, down to the river, the road was still referred to as Old Taylor Crossing Road in a 1938 Colfax
Record mine accident story.

Ken Grehn of Placer County’s public works department confirmed from files, last week, that Ben Taylor has always been the
name of the county portion of the route and that it was straightened and upgraded in 1959 to accommaodate the new high
school facility.

At some point, the Coifax city planners chose to retain the Rising Sun moniker for the portion within its domain,

When Taylor, a2 Mexican War veteran, arrived in Grass Valley in 1849, he was among the first settiers. He was part owner of
Buena Vista Ranch, located in Nevada County in the present Peardale area.
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Like many of the era, he made an attempt at mining but prospered better as a rancher. He married Esther E. Huling in 1856,
and when the tumpike venture was compiete, he bullt a home for his wife and daughter, Jenny, on Unden Avenue in Grass

Valley.

Taylor later sold his Interest In Buena Vista Ranch and bought property in the vidinity of his crossing on the Bear River. He died
in December 1913; at the time he was the iast surviving member of the Mexican War veterans he had came west with six

decades earlier.

Over the years, attempts have been made to champion a new bridge at the crossing. Several decades of extensive gravel
operations currently continue at the location.

Like the water on its downhill path, when the force is strong enough it breaks through barriers and defines its own path,
regardiess of the original terrain.
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DESCRIFTICH OF ROUTE OF THE OVERLAND ENIGRANT ROAD .
FROM GREENHORN CREEX, NDAR CHICAGO PARK, T0 OLD JOHNSON'S RANCHO 4 MILES EASL o .'f:ElTMND

Prepared in ;91.0 from porscnal description by Sam Wolford, a »{011 kncsm pionocer
of Nevada Courty end with information of Johnson's Ranch, by J. R. Hartley, a p.oneer of
Wheatland, {Aluncteil (Pt}

' On the west line of the Shebley ranch (claimed by Sam Wolford as site of first
trout fish hatchery in lhl;ﬁmh) and west of You Bet above Greenhorn Creek, the Eai-~
grant Trail tums sharp souuawestoz:ly up & grade % top a gmall tinmbered ridge, about a
quarter of a mile east of a site on the present Colfax-Grass Valley highway, occupled in
1850 by the William Storms Ranch.

According to San Hoi.foxd, Stoms was the first Indian Agent in California. A
fow of the United States troops from Camp Far West and State Voluntecrs, rounded up the
Indian followers of Chief Weeza at his ranch aftor a skimish with them cn Bear River,
following attacks on the Holt and Walsh sawmillc in May, 1350. ‘hey were then foreibly
deported hm‘,(:ounty in charge of Storm as Indian ‘_unt, It was the first Cali-

- fornia deportation of Indians to a reserwvation, The Indian Chief Weexs, was well known
in the region by the first pettlers, His name was given to the site of present day
Weimar, and wae later corrupted to the prosent Germanized spolling, which had no connect-
fon with the original Indian mame of Wecma,

Later, according to Mr, Wolford, the Stormm Ranch was acquired by two partners,
Reed and Kelly, both good athletes and noted foot rumners. It was the sports center of
the region, with tracks laid out for foot racing and horse racing, and the site for
both bear fighting and price fighting.

At a sav mill site, 1/4 mile cast of the old Storm Ranch, the Emigrant Trail
heads southwesterly, gradually approaching present highwey, passes through grove _of
pine on Ulrich g;_a‘o:, crosses highway, and narrov gouge railrcad track, and goes
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e Old IBwywe o ewss foes Do

weaterly owx: meadow, and orossos the old origimal Grags Valloy Toll road, built by
Crandall and Neal of Auburn. At that ¢ime, Dr. Crandall and Neal owned what Sam Wolford
termed the Big Auburn Ditch {Bear River Ditch Company). The old toll road is a prosent
. day Novada County road. After crossing road, tho 014 Trail goos through walmut grove
and the prosent Chris Boir_g_gg;_house and heads southwesterly north of pfeaont Chicago
Park packing house and, 1n general, along the ridge tom:‘d fl);nﬁ‘(nil.l over what was once

Rendew ¢l =iy
the old Hemburg Ranch. It goea through saddle boyond present gate ,to K. J. Rolph place

and 1s well defined in grove of -pine towvard ridge to west. It koo;!s to hrge cpur on
south gide otwlind nm. (This is old name and may be known to somo tﬁgn{‘ ts ‘Oliv: B!.ll)
Wost of wm Hi1l the 0ld Road finds a swale %o descend to the 01d Ben Taylnr
Banch, | w,q, Gk Y booumes Manta
According to Sam Wolford, Ben hﬂor arrived in California with a party of 20
friende in 1849, He preferred the stock business to mining and settled the Buena Vista
Ranch near present Peardsle, At that time, possession was acquired by blazing a line
around the property, and bullding a cabin within that line. In his well-wmtered
meadow Ben Taylor kept some of the small western mustangs of that time, Seeking better
stock, he returned to the East with one companion in 1851 and, after gathering a band
of good Eastern brood mares and stallions, he returned with this horeo herd in 1852 and
started in the horse tusiness with a good foundation stock. This apparently mgnificent
achievement of Ben Taylor's should be looked into by present California historians and
writers as it may be the first successful importation overland of a stock herd from
the Bagt to the West, through Indisn tribes and wild country. Sam Wolford statos that
one of Ben Taylor's original party in 1849 later becane a gheriff at Eurcks and, for
years, corregponded with cach member of the 20 in the party and reported once a year
concerning them all, to the others. Wolford remembers one of the annwal letters to
Bozn Teylor, at a time when the sheriff reported only 3 surviving nmembers, only one
besides Taylor and the gheriff,



BEN TAYLOR LEDGER (1861-1873)

NOTE: This ledger seems to have been kept by several different people through the
years. It is definitely Ben Taylor’s records but the ledger itself has been used as a
scrap book for news articles, weather reports, jokes and mine shares. It has also
been used to practice handwriting, copy letters and pages have been torn apart to be
used for other purposes.

I, Sally Barker Hoffman Knutson, have had this ledger in my possession for some
time, perhaps 25 or 30 years, | have looked through it and read some of it but I
haven’t paid too much attention to it. In July 2013, I again, opened the ledger as |
was organizing my ancestry closet, and found several very important links to the
puzzle I call my genealogy.

1. The date Ben and Ester moved into the Home Place is noted on one page. It was
November 28 1866

The cost of the Home Place is broken down like this:
Lumber——-$800.00

Carpenter—-5760.00

Masons--—-—S$195.00

Shingles—----590.00

Lime-———---$50.00

Painter---—--516.00

Plastering —$140.80

Lath $38.00

Brick $40.00

Hardware—-5$120.00
TOTAL  $2249/80

2. The Buena Vista Ranch was the ledger topic from August 12, 1861-April 13, 1864.
Then there are entries for Grass Valiey from June 11, 1864 - Oct. 4, 1864.
A note April 15 1865 says: “Moved on the Dibble Ranch™

3. A letter from D.R. Bearss copied by someone into the ledger. This letter says Jane
(Huling) is D.R. Bearss’s sister. I have needed that link and I believe this proves it.
So a very important piece of information. [ will transcribe it here so there will be a
readable copy for posterity. The Malicized words are the original spelling.

No date

I received several paper and letters from you since you left and was pleased to hear
of your safe arrival home and that you found your family and friends well now I
hope you have not got out of iumer because I did not answer your letter before and
let me say to you now I know no man who I would ruther hear from than yourself
and then your wife and children and those is my sister and her children and Mooney
and his family I want to see your all I must go and see you before I die. We took our
fall hunt but I not being well did not injoy it as well as usal. Our children all live
where They did when you visited us and are about as well as when you left they



often enquire whether | have heard from you now Taylor can’t you come out next
summer and bring all family and make us a visit what is a visit. (Adrisoras can’t
make this out) family have been sick this summer and his wife wants him to sell the
farm I fear she is not disposed to be very contened any where, | wish you would
come and buy them out and go into the stock business how is that will you ever
leave California | would like to see your country but I think 1 like this the best see
my sister Jane that I know owe her a letter but she must not think hard of me for
not answering it she knows I am no letter writer our corn cropes was the best we
have had in this country for ten years it is selling for 35 cents per bushel the wheat
was not first rate all Kinds of property is go down here | put another story on the
hotel and repared it up in good fix it brings $1,000.00 a year I not heard any thing
from the rochester mine since you left you will please remember me kindly and
affectionaly to your wife and children, sister and all relations and don’t you do as |
have but write often. Yours Truly D R Barce ( The copier must have misspelled
this name.)

Mr. Ben Taylor

As | said, this was copied into the ledger by someone and the spelling errors may
have been the copier’s. | have left them as I read them. There is one name I could
not read nor can I find any family member who has a name like it. Maybe later that
will be solved.

Another entry in this ledger:

June 1, 1868 Bought out Coleman and Neff in Toll Road B Tayler pramis promise
to pay to John Ed Coleman $7153.00 to be paid 6 months from date with one and
quarter interest pr month the entire Road from Colfax to Grass valy and Seven
ninths of the Nevada and Grass Vally turnpike Road is ownd and under contrat of
B Taylor and A.S Peterson the hole no of Shers 250 equldy divided

Another letter in the ledger:

Mr. Smith Exchange Hotell Grassvally

As 1 hav bin reperdly asked by my children to assist them in getting #her little dog
witch is in your percesson | take this methed of in forming you that it is ther dog and
ther is no mistake a bout it for more than a half a doz persons that know the dog has
told them so and repetdly and as it is ther dog and not yours and as I don’t wish to
bee bothered any more a bout it I wish you wold deliver it to the owner Frank
Taylor and oblige

Yours B. Taylor
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BEN TAYLOR }

Missour! Stockman Who Brousht Out Herds to Improve Range
Caitle of Northern Mines (See Incidents)
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