




Over the past five years or so I've observed the growth in e-bike numbers and now I'd estimate
that they make up somewhere between a quarter and a third of bikes that I see. We just haven't
experienced any conflicts as a result of e-bike use. As the recipient of the  e-
mails and social media communications I am essentially the complaint bureau. We haven't had
any complaints about e-bikes at all. E-bikes are legal all over the area--at Empire Mine,
Auburn State Recreation Area, Folsom Lake State Recreation Area, and China Camp State
Park to name just a few. Their trails are all heavily used by bikers, pedestrians and equestrians
and demonstrate that e-bikes are not, as was asserted, a use that is incompatible with older
ones. Consideration of whether e-bikes will be allowed on the future Pines To Mines Trail
should not be a factor in your decision of whether or not to fund the study. 

Additionally, contrary to what was asserted by a commenter at the last meeting, existing grants
and easements are not a barrier to potential e-bike inclusion on Pines To Mines. There are no
relevant existing grants or easements on the Tahoe National Forest. As far as potential future
grants, the RTP program--the king of grant programs--instructs applicants to apply to its non-
motorized category for projects including e-bikes. It's how the Tahoe Pyramid Trail was
funded. 

It would be frank negligence on the part of the Forest Service not to take this opportunity to
analyze for potential e-bike impacts. Given the rules governing NEPA my understanding is
that the weight of current use would not even permit them not to analyze for possible inclusion
of e-bikes. We don't know what the decision will be--whether to allow them or not--but it will
be based on science, not unfounded fears. I've never known the Forest Service to sanction a
use that would lead to the probability of serious injury, death and destruction by one user type
upon another. 

And one more thing about e-bikes--because this really shouldn't be the forum for debating
them but this is important to understand--ALL e-bikes, all 3 classes, have a 1-HP motor. That's
a 1-HP trail assist. Just like a horse--a 1-HP trail assist. 

So for all these reasons and the many more that there is not time alloted to mention, I hope the
Board will approve the funding for the Pines To Mines Environmental Analysis. It will yield a
treasure of an asset to the County, to our outdoor recreation and tourism-based economy, and
to the health and welfare of our tax paying citizenry. 

Thank you very much for the opportunity to comment in favor of this great project.

Jane Ragan, MD
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SpeakUp

New eComment for Nevada County Board of
Supervisors August 10, 2021, Meeting

Melissa Ribley submitted a new eComment.

Meeting: Nevada County Board of Supervisors August 10, 2021, Meeting

Item: 30. SR 21-0622 Resolution approving the Request for Proposals (RFP) and award
selection procedures for "Pines to Mines Environmental Assessment" contract, authorizing the
Purchasing Division to advertise for qualified proposals, and directing the Auditor-Controller to
increase the Fiscal Year 2021/22 Economic Development budget by $100,000. (4/5 affirmative
vote required)

eComment: I do not support allowing ebikes on designated non-motorized trails. Trail
construction and maintenance for a wheel under power is significantly different from the
construction and maintenance of a non-motorized trail. There are many miles of trails already
approved for motorized use. Allowing motorized use of trails previously designated and used by
equestrians, pedestrians and non-motorized bikes will negatively impact the enjoyment and
safety of the current trail users.
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